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Nikoloz Maisurashvili
Koba Koberidze

Anthropomorphic Depiction from Armaziskhevi
Summary

The Great Mtskheta Archaeological Museum-Reserve conducted investigations
of graves dating to the Late Bronze-Early Iron Ages in the Mtskheta municipality,
specifically in the village of Armaziskhevi, in 2018 under the supervision of Nikoloz
Maisurashvili.

The grave goods can be categorized into two chronological groups: the first
group, dating to the 11"-9" centuries BC, and the second group, dating to the 8*-7
centuries BC.

The present paper focuses on a single grave that was unearthed in the Late
Bronze-Early Iron Ages cemetery. The jar with an anthropomorphic depiction on its
shoulder and with an inturned rim was discovered in the grave.

Anthropomorphic depictions have been rarely discovered on the archaeological
sites from the South Caucasus, and therefore, rarely attested on the pottery vessels,
dating to the Late-Bronze, early Iron Ages.

The earliest anthropomorphic depictions in the South Caucasus and Georgia
have been found at archaeological sites from the end of the Neolithic and Chalcolithic
periods.

The anthropomorphic depiction on the pottery vessel from Armaziskhevi, has a
belt on its waist, which is very well visible and outlined detail. It is obvious, that this
figure was depicted in the process of performing some ritual.

After the investigation vast archaeological materials, it becomes obvious, that
the belt (on the waist) is a special ritual object, and it was worn by the priests or by
the leaders of some tribes, during rituals in the Late Bronze-Early Iron Ages. It is also
clear that the person, which is depicted on the pottery vessel, had significant role in the
society and the proof of it is the belt on his waist. Given that the pottery vessel is part
of the grave inventory, it is reasonable to infer that this human depiction is linked to
the mortal world.

As it seems, the figure on the pottery vessel from Armaziskhevi appears to be
male, even though it lacks the phallus, often characteristic sign of the anthropomorphic
depictions in this period in the South Caucasus.
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This observation underscores that the depiction from Armaziskhevi is not related
to fertility cults. This conclusion is further supported by the context of its discovery.
It’s worth noting that all anthropomorphic figures from the 9""-7" centuries BC, which
do feature a phallus and are consequently associated with fertility cults, have not been
found within graves.

According to parallel materials, the pottery jar adorned with the anthropomorphic
depiction from Armaziskhevi can be dated to the 11"-9" centuries BC.
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Tlustrations:

Photo 1. Armaziskhevi. Grave N1 (Photo by K. Koberidze).

Photo 2. Armaziskhevi. Jar (broken) with anthropomorphic depiction, discovered in the
grave N1 (Photo by K. Koberidze).

Photo 3. Armaziskhevi. Graphic of the jar with anthropomorphic depiction, discovered
in the grave N1 (Graphic was made by R. Beridze).

Photo 4. Armaziskhevi. Cornelian beads discovered in the grave N1 (Photo by K.
Koberidze; Graphic was made by R. Beridze).

Photo 5. Natakhtari cemetery. Jar with anthropomorphic depiction, 14"-13" centuries
BC (Photo was taken from the book: Sadradze V., Khokhobashvili T., Ghlighvashvili
E., Dzneladze M., Middle and Late Bronze Age cemeteries from Natakhtari, Thilisi,
2018).

Photo 6. Samtavro cemetery. Jar, 15"-13" centuries BC (Photo was taken from the
book: Mtskheta, vol. 4, 1980).

Photo 7. Grakliani Hill. Pottery vessel’s sherd with anthropomorphic depiction (Photo
was taken from the Bachelor thesis by A. Nakaidze: Depiction of ritual dance from
Grakliani Hill, 2017).

Photo 8. Grakliani Hill. Pottery vessel’s sherd with anthropomorphic depiction (Photo
was taken from the Bachelor thesis by A. Nakaidze: Depiction of ritual dance from
Grakliani Hill, 2017).

Photo 9. Imiris Gora. Pottery vessel’s sherd with anthropomorphic depiction.
Chalcolithic period (Photo was published in the book: Glonti L., Results of the
archaeological expeditions of Lower Kartli [1965-1971 years], vol. 2, Thbilisi, 1975).
Photo 10. Khramis Didi Gora. Pottery vessel’s sherd with anthropomorphic depiction.
Chalcolithic period (Photo was taken from the book: Javakhishvili G., Human form in
Ancient Georgian plastic art [From the Neolithic to the early Feudal period], Thilisi,
2015).
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Photo 11. Arukhlos Gora. Pottery vessel’s sherd with anthropomorphic depiction.
Chalcolithic period (Photo was taken from the book: Early agricultural settlements
investigated by the Lower Kartli [Arukhlo] archaeological expedition [1966-1988
years], Thilisi, 2015).

Photo 12. Mtskheta, Karsniskhevi. Statue of a woman. 1-3" centuries AD (Photo by
K. Digmelashvili).

Photo 13. Mtskheta, Samtavro cemetery. Anthropomorphic figure. 15-3 centuries AD
(Photo by Great Mtskheta Archaeological State museum-reserve).
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