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Tamaz Gogoladze

The Construction Inscription of Basili Memghvime
and His Brother Beshkeni from Bch’itebi Church
(Ascertaining the Text of the Inscription;
Historical and Source Study Analysis)

Summary

The Asomtavruli inscription on the eastern facade of the Church of St. George of
Akhaldaba (Hist. Bch’iti; Beh’itebi) located in the historical-geographical province of
Trialeti is considered to be one of the masterpieces of Georgian writing. It is widely
regarded as the prayer text of Basili the Memghvime.

This inscription was repeatedly published in Georgian specialized literature (E.
Takaishvili, D. Berdzenishvili). After rectifying the text of the inscription, we can
argue that this is not a supplication text of Basili Memghvime, but rather a construction
inscription of Basili Memghvime and his brother, Beshkeni. D. Berdzenishvili dates
the inscription to the beginning of the 13" century, G. Narimanishvili suggests
a date in the second half of the 13" century. The final editor of the inscription, G.
Narimanishvili, posits that Basili Memghvime, his brother and the mentioned parents,
were the representatives of the Burjuli feudal family. In our opinion, Basili Memghvime
mentioned in the inscription floruit in the 2™ half of the 12" century and the 1* half of
the 13™ century. Moreover, we identify Basili Memghvime mentioned in the inscription
with the representative of the Tavauri feudal house — Basili Tavauri, who after the
construction of the church rose to an even higher level in the religious hierarchy and
became an abbot of the Shiomghvime monastery, with whose direct assistance the monk
called Giorgi copied the Gospel Book of Shiomghvime in 1185. Taking into account
the social status of Basili Tavauri in the colophon of the manuscript mentioning him as
an abbot, and also the fact that he was mentioned asMemghvime (= anchorite who
lives in a cave) in the inscription, we specify the chronology of the latter: the 2™ half of
the 12% century, more specifically, the period up to 1185.

Shiomghvime Gospel has been dated differently in Georgian historiography. T.
Zhordania dates the manuscript to 1270, while other scholars suggest a date of 1304,
Considering the Georgian Koronikon — 39 — indicated in the colophon by the scribe,
and contrary to previous scholars, we consider 1185 as the date of creation of the
manuscript.

33



34






oenb@Ms(3ngda:

L. 1. sbomesdals (nb@). Ebgmmob) 93mgbos (bgggn boabﬁ)am-ggobo(g@ganoG)
[538™G0b gm@m].

Ly, 2. [XIF L. I Bobgzeco-1185 Bemadog 3gfomen] dsbomo 893m3030bs ©s
dobo ddnb, 3534960L Losddgbgdemm Bombgms dgnmol g3mgbonsb [s3@mMals
BmG™].

by, 3. 1185 B. dom3m3z080l maobmoga (H-1344 3m@bgmo 3939madals Lobgemm-
3ol Lagomggmmb bymbobgmms gMmabamo (3968 60).

L. 4. 1185 6. dom3mz0d0b Mmabmagal gowsdbgmal — gomtMaon b 39Ldmbsdm-
bols sbgmdo (H-1344 3MMbgemo 3939madol babgemmdol bodsmggmml bgmbs-
BgGros gHmzbamo 836@)60)

IlNustrations:

Fig. 1. Akhaldaba (Hist. Bch’iti) Church (view from the Southwest) [Photo taken by
the author].

Fig. 2. [2" half of the XII c.-till 1185] A foundation inscription of Basili Memghvime
and his brother Beshken from Bch’iti church (Photo taken by the author).

Fig. 3. 1185 Gospels of Shiomghvime Monastery (HH-1344 Korneli Kekelidze
Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts).

Fig. 4. 1185 The copyist Hieromonk Giorgi’s testament from Gospels of Shiomghvime
Monastery (HH-1344 Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts).
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