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0LEMENO - HISTORY

James Baillie

The Dating and Significance of the Orbeli Rebellion:
A Reassessment

The rebellion of the Orbelis — as it has become known — is a pivotal point in the history
of 12" century Georgia, one that significantly reshaped the entire uppermost echelon of
society across the Bagrationid polity. Giorgi III’s success in defeating the rebels gave
him a brief window of exceptionally high freedom of action as a monarch, one in which
he ensured the succession of his daughter Tamar as well as appointing a number of im-
portant officials of his choosing to replace defeated rebels. The loss of the Orbeli family
in particular from the upper ranks of the Georgian court created space for previously
less prominent families to take their place, with the greatest long-term beneficiaries
being the Mkhargrdzeli (or, as they are referred to in Armenia, Zakarid) family.

The date of the Orbeli rebellion is largely considered to be a settled matter in
scholarship on Georgian history: both the Armenian tradition (Vardan Areweltsi and
Stepannos Orbelian) and the Georgian tradition (the Chronicle of Giorgi Lasha and His
Time) place it in the year 1177, which is far more corroboration than most dating tends
to get for the 12" century.' There are, however, some issues with this dating that may
call it into question, which are examined later in this paper.

The detail of the rebellion matters for how we understand it not only as an event
in its own right but as an expression of the factions and tensions that underpinned it.
Historiographically, Georgian scholars have tended to treat the Orbelis as representa-
tive of a class tension of sorts between the interests of the landed nobility and the inter-
ests of the Bagrationid monarchy and state. In this view, Georgian monarchs tended to
prefer centralising power and control in order to extend their material and military ca-
pacity, whereas the nobility preferred to retain a weaker monarchy in order to maximise
their own power at its expense, in a zero-sum mechanism. Rebellions are an important
point for assessing this interpretation, both because they show the conditions under

' Vardan Arewelts’i, Compilation of History, p. 76; Stepannos Orbelian, History of the State of Sisakan;
Met’reveli, Jones (eds.), Kartlis Tskhovreba, p. 202 (Hereafter, KT for brevity).
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which elites were prepared to directly challenge reigning monarchs, and because they
may reveal factional connections and allegiances that would not have been recorded or
seen as worthy of note in more ordinary times.

Background to the Rebellion

To properly examine the significance of the Orbeli rebellion, we should first consider
the full course of events as they appear in our various materials. The root of the tensions
expressed in the 1170s go back at least to the crisis of the mid-1150s in which, with
some variants, the elder son of Demet’re I ascended the throne as David V for a period
of just a few months before dying unexpectedly. One of David’s few known acts as
ruler is that he had given the coveted role of amirsp’asalar to Tirkash, a noble whose
father had rebelled against Demet’re and been executed.! Tirkash himself had, after a
period serving the Shah-Armen rulers of Khlat and raiding Georgia, been imprisoned.?
Rumours that David was murdered by the Orbelis who coveted the position of amir-
sp’asalar survive in some of the Armenian traditions, and certainly other supporters
of David V are known to have fled Georgia after his death, indicating that there was a
significant factional split.’?

Whatever the circumstances of David’s death, his death left not only the role of
amirsp’asalar but also his son Demna in the hands of the Orbelis. Whether one sees
them noble guardians loyal to his memory (as Stepannos Orbelian portrays them) or
cynical murderers maximising their subsequent advantage (as we might expect from
Vardan Arewelts’i’s text), the Orbelis were clearly some of the most important nobles
at Giorgi lII’s court thereafter. As a Georgio-Armenian family, their significance may
partly have been derived from their ability to maintain links to Gregorian Armenian as
well as Orthodox Georgian subjects of the Bagrationids, with a seat of power at Lori on
the marchlands south of Kartli. It is notable in this regard that the Mkhargrdzeli family,
who held a similar range of roles after the 1170s and particularly from the 1190s on-
wards, similarly had both Georgian and Armenian links. Stepannos Orbelian’s portray-
al notes the dual Georgian and Armenian naming traditions of the Orbeli family, though
he ultimately also provides a semi-legendary origin in which the Orbelis are treated as
ultimately being the descendants of Chinese nobles who fled many centuries earlier.*

It is difficult to tell whether long-running tensions formed between the Orbelis
and Giorgi III through the 1160s, or whether the crisis was more isolated to the 1170s.

Vardan Arewelts'i, Compilation of History, p. 74.

Ibid., p. 71.

Mkhitar Gosh, The Aghuanian Chronicle, p. 8.

Stepannos Orbelian, History of the State of Sisakan, pp. 193-197.

Bowo0 =
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Our sources tend to hint at tension: the Georgian chronicles have Ivane holding back
Giorgi, both literally and metaphorically, in his war against Eldiguz, and Stepannos Or-
belian explicitly mentions distrust between the two men.! These, however, are vignettes
of human interaction, not more concrete maneuverings or actions. All of our material
on this period post-dates the 1170s in its writing, and thus tends to see the preceding pe-
riod in the light of what followed it, with few concrete discussions of events that would
definitively show a growing crisis. As such, we cannot reasonably determine whether
visions of tension in the chronicle portrayals of the 1160s reflect the contemporary or
the post-1170s picture.

This brings us to the 1170s. The conventional reading of the narratives says that
the Orbelis, likely hoping to install Demna as a more pliant ruler, rose up in 1177. As
mentioned above, Georgian scholars have tended to see this as part of a wider tension
between the Georgian state and monarchy on the one hand and the senior nobility on
the other. Therefore, the assumption is often given that Demna was a simple figurehead
at most, and that the Orbelis sought to effectively impose their own rule upon Georgia.
Certainly it is true that the Orbelis themselves have greater prominence in our source
material — but given that all of our material is either from the Georgian victors for
whom de-emphasising Demna was important, or from Armenian writers for whom the
Georgio-Armenian Orbelis were a more interesting topic than a failed Georgian throne
claimant, this should be considered unsurprising.

The rebels’ initial attempt to capture Giorgi III at a place called Saxate failed:
he fled to Tbilisi. Appointing the Kipchak general Kubasar as his new amirsp’asalar,
Giorgi managed to wait the plotters and their army out and bring certain rebels, es-
pecially the Armenian general Sargis Mkhargrdzeli, over to his side. The balance of
power thus tilted, Giorgi was able to counterattack, with his forces besieging Lori and
with his allies the Grigolisdzes defeating the rebel eristavi in Kakheti. As Ivane Orbeli
failed to secure rapid support from the Eldiguzids, eventually Demna was scared into
surrendering himself personally by sneaking out of the castle. The Orbelis surrendered,
and some time shortly thereafter were executed or blinded. There is, however, a major
problem with the reading conventionally given for the Orbeli rebellion — namely that
the conventional dating is inconsistent with other statements made in our sources. To
these we can now turn.

' Ibid., p. 198; KT, p. 233.
2 Met’reveli, The Golden Age, p. 124.
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The Dating of the Rebellion

Whilst kartvelologists have almost unanimously endorsed the 1177 dating of the re-
bellion, there has been some discussion on the issues around it previously.! The first
particular chronological issue is around Liparit” Orbeli’s flight to Persia. Stepannos
Orbelian and the unnamed Georgian chronicler of the History and Eulogy of Monarchs
both have Liparit’ fleeing to Persia during the Orbeli rebellion, and specifically to the
court of Atabeg Eldiguz, one of the most powerful regional potentates near to Georgia
in Giorgi’s reign.> We know, however, that Eldiguz was dead by 1177. The Islamic
sources make this very clear: the typically accepted year of his death among scholars
of the Seljuks, as used recently by Basan and attested by Persian and Arabic chronicles,
is 1175.2 Tbn al-Athir puts Eldiguz’ death even earlier, in 1173.* This problem has been
visited before by scholars, in particular by Minorsky, whose proposal was simply that
Liparit’ must have in fact fled much earlier in the 1170s.?

This, however, cannot pass with as little comment as it is given in conventional
treatments. The implication of this assessment is that there was almost half a decade
between the eristavi of Kartli — the governor of the central province in Georgia, the
brother of the amirsp’asalar, and thus one of the most senior figures in the realm — flee-
ing to the court of Giorgi’s greatest regional rival, and the rebellion led by his brother.
This implies a scenario in which the middle of the 1170s was dominated by a cold war
situation where the rift between the Orbelis and Giorgi was so obvious that one of the
most senior officials in the realm had been forced into exile, but neither side was will-
ing to force the issue. We get no sense of this period existing in any of our chronicle
materials: both the Georgian and Orbelian sources quite clearly discuss Liparit’ fleeing
as if it was part of the general course of events of the war, possibly after the conflict had
turned against the Orbelian side.

The second chronological issue, and this is one that Minorsky does not consider,
is the age of Demna. The prince, handed over to the Orbelis upon his father’s death,
must therefore have been born by 1155 and was probably born in 1154 or 1155 given
Stepannos Orbelian’s presentation of him as a babe in arms at the time. By 1177, then,
we should expect him to have been around 22 years of age. Stepannos Orbelian’s dis-
cussion of the causes of the rebellion, though, very explicitly presents Demna reaching

1

®535b0830m0, 0bdmmgds60 om®HIgd Gmdsc, Vol. I, p. 329; Lordkipanidze, Georgia in the 11"-
12" Centuries, pp. 132-133; Rayfield, Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia, pp. 103-105.

2 Stepannos Orbelian, History of the State of Sisakan, p. 199; KT, p. 236.

3 Basan, The Great Seljugs, p. 139; The History of the Seljuq State (Akhbar al-dawla al-saljiqiyya), pp.
111-112; The History of the Seljuq Turks from The Jami' ai-Tawarikh, p. 150.

4 The Chronicle of Ibn al-Athir for the Crusading Period, p. 211.

> Minorsky, ‘Caucasica II’, pp. 875-877.
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his majority as being a primary cause of the rebellion breaking out at this point.! Twen-
ty-two is far older than seems to have generally been treated as the age of majority in
this period: for example, Giorgi Lasha, born in 1191, is generally thought to have been
co-crowned in 1207 or 1210, thus aged 16 or 19. On the other hand, a date three or four
years earlier than 1177 would have Demna’s rebellion at around the age of eighteen
which might be a more plausible time.

This is not the only explanation that has been raised for the timing of the re-
bellion: the contemporary sources note, though do not explicitly cite as a reason, the
fact of Ivane Orbeli being passed over as a potential ruler for Ani after its capture in
the early 1170s (the second time that the city had been captured by the Georgians in
Giorgi’s reign). This, too, however, occurred decidedly before 1177 according to our
material, in the first half of the decade, so it cannot have been an immediate trigger for
an 1177 rebellion.

An alternative chronology that fits with our statements in the sources can be
outlined. Ivane cannot have rebelled before Giorgi’s second capture of Ani, as just
noted: this was in 1174 according to Vardan Arewelts’i. If the chronicles are correct
in presenting Liparit’s flight to Eldiguz as being coterminous with the rebellion, then
the rebellion cannot have happened after Eldiguz’ death in 1175. This would suggest
a window of 1173-5, and most likely 1174, as being the year of the rebellion. This, in
turn, fits far better with our other piece of difficult evidence, around the age of Demna:
if he was born in around 1155, then 1173 would have been the year he turned eighteen,
a much more plausible coming-of-age trigger that might have forced the issue of his
potential rights and inheritance to the forefront.

The largest problem faced by this alternative chronology is the obvious one of,
this being the case, where the widely agreed upon date of 1177 fits into the picture. It
is difficult to tell how independent our reporting of this date is between sources, and
this would be a useful piece of analysis for a future scholar: certainly it is quite possible
that Stepannos Orbelian had access to both the Georgian Chronicles and Vardan Are-
welts’i’s text when writing his own later account, so we should not assume that these
dates are a simple matter of independent sources corroborating one another. The core
problem of where 1177 fits into the mixture, however, is a genuine issue for a re-dating
of the rebellion: the most plausible explanation to fit the thesis comes from Vardan
Arewelts’i’s text, which places its 1177 dating after discussing not only the rebellion
but also the purge and execution of the Orbelis.? It may, therefore, be the case that if the
main body of the rebellion did not happen in 1177 but instead in 1173-4, but the dating

' Stepannos Orbelian, History of the State of Sisakan, p. 198.
> Vardan Arewelts'i, Compilation of History, p. 76.
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of 1177, rather than being any sort of error, correctly identifies the point at which the
defeated and imprisoned Orbelis were executed.

Georgian monarchs did not consistently execute their opponents, and there is no
need to assume that the executions happened immediately after the rebellion: for ex-
ample, Demet’re only imprisoned Ivan Abuletisdze’s son Tirkash for his raids against
Georgia, as we noted earlier.! Tt is also not clear that his execution of Tirkash’s father
came immediately after the plot against him in circa 1130: the Chronicle of Giorgi La-
sha dates the execution to the twentieth year of Demet’re’s reign, which would be 1145,
fifteen years after the attempted rebellion.” Tamar is explicitly noted for her forgiveness
to enemies, and certainly exiled or forgave rebel elites more often than she had people
maimed or executed, but we should not necessarily expect that the converse norm was
one of complete purging, and forcing opponents into exile as a routine matter was not
an absolute innovation on Tamar’s part.® This gives some potential credence to the idea
that there may have been a time delay between the rebellions and the execution of the
key rebels. The trigger for Giorgi to undertake such a purge may have been his strategy
to ensure that the route to the throne was clear for Tamar, whose coming of age and
co-coronation in the later part of the decade could then go ahead with the faction that
had supported Demna permanently silenced.

There are reasonable objections to be made to the above alternative chronology:
it is a theory rather than a certainty, as the attested 1177 date in multiple sources still has
a strong prima facie case. This alternative reading does, however, resolve the outstand-
ing issues of Demna’s age at the time of the rebellion, and the chronicles’ presentation
of Liparit’s flight to Eldiguz being during the rebellion itself: additionally, it provides
a possible alternative origin for the 1177 date and suggests how it may relate to an
1173-1174 date for the rebellion conflict itself. There are a number of consequences
both of this dating discussion and of the rebellion’s wider impact which we should now
consider.

Outcomes and Implications

After the Orbeli rebellion, a number of important shifts happened in the elite social-po-
litical structure of Georgia, all of which were made possible by the rebellion. Firstly, a
number of new appointments were made, some of which represented the long-term ele-
vation of families to the uppermost echelons of Georgian political society (the Mkhar-

' Ibid., p. 74.
2 KT, p. 202.
> KT, pp. 262-263.
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grdzeli clan and the Grigolisdzes of Hereti in particular). As noted above, the Mkhar-
grdzelis formed something of an analogue to the Orbelis, as a fellow Armeno-Geor-
gian noble family. The Grigolisdzes, who became eristavis of Hereti and replaced the
K’olonk’elisdze family, seem likely to have been local Heretian aznauris. Other ap-
pointments included Kubasar’s term as amirsp’asalar, a post in which he served until
early in Tamar’s sole reign.

The alignment between the ethnic or regional identities of these people and the
roles they were appointed to is notable and needs explanation. Selection of ‘weaker’
external groups who are consequently more reliant on monarchs for their position has
been theorised, but is hard to fully corroborate: given the reputation of the Kipchaks
under David IV as likely to rebel, making one of their number the amirsp’asalar is un-
likely to have been seen as a way to get a dependent, low-risk subordinate.! If Giorgi
III was keen to reduce the power of elites, too, it would have made sense to push hard
for Hereti not to go to a family with the deep roots in the area that the Grigolisdzes pos-
sessed. This pattern of appointments, in short, makes little sense if interpreted through
the lens of a Georgian state keen to maximise its own power at the expense of that of
the senior nobility.

What best links all of these cases, instead, is an issue of connectivity. We know
that for some formal functions, such as raising troops, and likely more so for informal
control, Georgian monarchs relied upon a distributed system in which they called upon
their senior nobility who in turn called upon local notables, nobles, and generals.? It
was, therefore, likely a necessity for these functions that. The need to have a highly
promoted family with Armenian roots and links may thus have been a necessity given
the importance of Armenian lands and peoples in Bagrationid territories — and eristavial
families needed an effective set of local connections to fulfil their necessary functions
in the Georgian hierarchy.

After this issue of appointments, the second and perhaps greater key outcome
was at the royal level: the rebellion allowed Giorgi to effectively (and brutally) remove
Demna from the potential line of succession, clearing the way for Tamar to be the ob-
vious heir apparent.

Here, though, we must return to the chronology: for this is why it is not simply a
trivial question of historical timings. If we take the conventional view — that the rebel-
lion was in 1177 and Liparit’s flight far earlier — then a number of conclusions should
follow. It implies that Giorgi’s plans for Tamar’s accession were the most likely trigger
point for the rebellion, as argued by Nikolaishvili.> Conversely, Ivane Orbeli’s failure

' KT, pp. 189-190.
2 KT, p. 249.
3 Nikolaishvili, Byzantium and the Georgian World c. 900-1210, pp. 175-176.
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to become ruler of Ani and Demna’s own coming of age could not have been as sig-
nificantly important if three to four years were allowed to elapse between these events
and the rebellion itself. This would imply that concerns strictly related to the prospect
of Tamar’s succession — most obviously, her femininity — are more likely to have been
important concerns for the rebels.

Conversely, the 1174 dating reverses many of these assumptions. It lets us fol-
low Stepannos Orbelian’s testimony in assuming that Demna’s coming of age, not that
of Tamar, was the primary trigger for rebellion, and it brings Ivane’s failure at Ani far
closer to the date of the rebellion, making those features potentially more key to our
explanation. Centring Demna more as a trigger point may suggest that elite concerns
were more focused on the relative initial strength of his claim at the time of his major-
ity, rather than just seizing on his cause some years later when the prospect of Tamar
as ruler came more sharply into focus. All Bagrationids in the twelfth century played
heavily on dynastic connection for legitimacy, hence the practice of co-coronation and
the heavy use of familial linkages in art containing monarchs.! Demna’s claim may in
fact have been the opposite of the conventional reading of puppet rulership — an attempt
to ensure a ruler with a clearer dynastic legitimacy than Giorgi, and thereby best ensure
the continued stability of a system in which the Orbelis were well established players.

Rather than seeing Demna as necessarily a simple puppet figure, as many schol-
ars have done, these strands together could suggest perhaps a more complex relation-
ship between Demna and the Orbelis than has often been hypothesised. Rather than
trying to be simple powers behind the throne or generally weaken the monarchy, the
Orbelis may have been most keen to clear their specific “lane” and gain a freer hand in
operations in Armenia, much as the Mkhargrdzelis later succeeded in doing. An 1174
date increases the chance that the Orbelis’ failures or frustrations in Ani may have
played a significant role. Demna’s cause, too, might have been seen as having more ad-
vantages simply from a stability perspective. There was no especially good reason for
anyone to assume that Demna would in the long term be a weaker ruler than Giorgi and
then Tamar, and if anything the opposite assumption might have been made — he had a
clearly stronger patrilineal claim to the throne and, as a man, could have maintained a
more traditional style of military leadership.

The outcome of the rebellion does not, in short, neatly fit with the conventional
reading where the Orbelis were representative of a general tendency towards conflict
between the monarchy and powerful nobility. Instead of generic ideas of noble-roy-
al power struggle, we should consider the individual ‘lanes’ or loci of power around
which power contests might occur. Many aspects of power that shaped such contests

' KT, p. 201; Eastmond, Royal Renewal in Georgia: The Case of Queen Tamar, pp. 289-291.
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were probably inarticulate in nature, involving personal connectivity or regional links
or aspects of personal identity, rather than being strictly articulated functions of state
office-holding.

Conclusions

The primary conclusion from the analysis presented here is that the dating of 1177 gi-
ven in the chronicle materials for the Orbeli rebellion should, contrary to most current
readings, not be treated as an unassailable matter of historical fact. If we reimagine our
chronicle evidence without the presence of this particular date, historians would very
likely conclude from the contextual evidence that the rebellion took place in 1174.
Whilst the 1177 date is well attested and we cannot come to a final conclusion on this
matter, the 1174 reading should still be taken seriously as a separate option. The mul-
tiple testimonies of Liparit’s flight taking place during the rebellion, and Stepannos
Orbelian’s suggestion of Demna’s coming of age as the rebellion’s trigger point, should
not be ignored or dismissed out of hand. Furthermore, there are alternative possibili-
ties for the introduction and memorialisation of the 1177 date that do not necessarily
preclude the majority of the rebellion’s military action having occurred earlier in the
decade.

This reinterpretation changes a number of variables in how we should see the
matter of succession and what we might consider the most important factors in moti-
vating elites to join or oppose it. The suggestion made by Stepannos Orbelian that it
was Demna’s majority that triggered the rebellion makes more sense if the rebellion
was earlier in the 1170s, and may suggest a preference for Demna’s greater legitimacy
as a stabilising option being more important, rather than the rebellion being essentially
reactive to Giorgi Il proposing to crown his daughter.

The wider prosopographical context of the rebellion, too, should let us recon-
sider some of its impacts on the power structures of Georgia. Contrary to conventional
assessments that have focused on the concept of an ongoing power struggle between
elites and the monarchy, the turnover of leaders around the Orbeli rebellion does not
suggest that it was primarily focused on installing pliant loyalists who would be more
easily controlled by Giorgi III: instead, the key pattern is one of connections to particu-
lar local areas, elite constituencies or ethnic groups, which suggests the importance of
such connectivity to the workings of the Bagrationid polity.

In the broad sweep of High Medieval Georgian history, the Orbeli rebellion is
one of the best recorded points of conflict within the upper echelons of Caucasus socie-
ty. Whilst the rebellion only represents a single data point, by looking at both the detail
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of the events and the nature of the participants — as regards their gender, dynastic back-
grounds, and their social and regional links — we can get a sense of the high importance
of those elements and how they interacted with articulated office-holding, which can
in turn provide an insight into alternative ways of looking at the power balances within
Georgian elites in this period and thereby create openings for further reassessments of
this critical period of Georgia’s history.
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Evangelos Ntovas

Revaluating the Role of Marwan b. Muhammad
in the Creation of Murvan Qru

In Georgian sources, Murvan Qru is considered the commander, responsible for the
Arab occupation of the country.' The most important of these sources, Pseudo-Juansher
(ca. 800), identifies Murvan Qru with Marwan b. Muhammad, governor of the northern
district of the Caliphate from 732/735 to 744.% It is common among scholars to regard
Pseudo-Juansher’s information about the conquest as a multitude of events, depicting
various campaigns integrated as one.’ As a result, many scholars propose that Murvan
Qru is a construction of various generals, active in the broader area of the Caucasus.
The most prevailing opinion is that Murvan Qru is a compilation of Muhammad b.
Marwan and Marwan b. Muhammad.* Others suggest that he was inspired by Maslama
b. Abd al-Malik, Abd al ‘Aziz b. Hatim b. an-Nu‘man al-Bahili or even just Muham-
mad b. Marwan.’

Regardless of Murvan Qru’s identity, researchers agree that Marwan b. Muham-
mad’s Georgian Campaign was the main source of inspiration behind the creation of
Murvan Qru’s story.® They also argue that the former’s campaign was the most decisive
Arab military operation in Georgian territory to that date. As a result, every campaign
preceding this was abbreviated and presented as sections of Marwan b. Muhammad’s
operation in Pseudo-Juansher’s text.

In this paper, we try re-examining the sources to reconsider the above-presented
theses about Marwan b. Muhammad’s Georgian Campaign and its impact on Georgian

' Juansher Juansheriani, The Life of Vakht’ang Gorgasali, p. 111. Hereinafter: Pseudo-Juansher.

Pseudo-Juansher, p. 111: “Murvan the Deaf approached Kartli. He was an Agarian amir and a son of
Mohammed’s tribe, who had been sent to Kartli by Eshim [Hisham] the al-mu’menin of Baghdad, who
was son of Abdal-Melik of Baghdad of the same tribe”. For his appointment in the Caucasus, see Khalifa
b. Khayyat, Khalifa ibn Khayyat's History, p. 230. Also see Blankinship, The End of the Jihad State, pp.
170-171.

3 E.g. Martin-Hisard, La domination byzantine, p. 152.

E.g., see Toumanoft, Studies in Christian Caucasian History, p. 351; Rapp, Studies in Medieval Geor-
gian Historiography, pp. 384-385; Vacca, Non-Muslim Provinces under Early Islam, p. 153.

> For the identification with Maslama b. Abd al-Malik, see bobodg, dg@adg, VIl bomgmbob | bobgzmals
Jomoremobs o gaGobols 3memoogamo ob§mmnowsb [Sanadze, Beradze, On the Political History of
Kartli and Egrisi in the First Half of the 8th Century], ag. 70-81, with Abd al Aziz, see fogmgobo, yme
Boms@gemol gobomdolb dgbobgd [Chikovani, About The Deaf from Bagdadi], a3.132-137, and for
Muhammad b. Marwan, see 5365803300, bB8g306m D Jodggaemal gmgl 3memo bombgms [Abramish-
vili, Mural Inscription of Stepanoz Mampal], g3. 27-31.

¢ See e.g., Bird, Marwan ibn Muhammad's Georgian Campaign, pp. 295-296.
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historiography. We propose that this campaign did not actually take place and instead is
a fictitious creation of Georgian historiography, operating as a medium of propaganda
in domestic affairs.

To begin with the critical examination of this operation, it is necessary to analyze
the campaign in Pseudo-Juansher’s text.! According to the historian, the campaign was
destructive for both Kartli and Egrisi. When Murvan Qru entered Georgian lands, he
demolished all the cities and fortresses in Kartli, while hunting the noblemen escaping
in Egrisi.? There, he captured crucial administrative centers, such as Tsikhe-goji and
Apsilian Tskhumi.* His campaign ended in the fortress of Anakopia, where Kartve-
lians defeated the weakened by dysentery Arab forces. Finally, while returning to the
Caliphate Murvan Qru’s army was decimated, since his forces drowned because of the
overflowing rivers of western Georgia.* Chosroids Mihr and Archil are in the spotlight
of this story since they are depicted as the leaders of the resistance against Murvan
Qru.’ It must be noted that this text has been used by later narrative sources, regarding
Murvan Qru’s campaign.®

However, Arabic sources provide a different view of the Arab operations in the
Caucasus during Marwan b. Muhammad’s governorship than the Georgian one. Ac-
cording to these sources, Marwan b. Muhammad’s campaigns targeted Khazars and
the tribes in Dagestan and not Georgia. Both, Khalifa b. Khayyat and al-TabarT date
Marwan’s first campaigns in the Caucasus at 735/117.7 These campaigns were a two-
prong attack against three fortresses under Alan dominion and Tumanshah in the East-
ern Caucasus.® Next year, the Arab general operated against Wartanis in the Eastern
Caucasus, while in 737/119 Marwan campaigned against the Khazars.” Arab historians
write that with this operation, Marwan b. Muhammad managed to occupy Khazar cities

For the writer and the dating of the text see Rapp, Studies in Medieval Georgian Historiography, pp.
197-242 and especially pp. 235-242.

2 Pseudo-Juansher, p. 111.

3 Pseudo-Juansher, p. 111.

* Pseudo-Juansher, pp. 111-112.

5 Pseudo-Juansher, pp. 111-112.

¢ This Arab General is the adversary in the Martyrdom of Saints David and Constantine, an eleventh-cen-
tury hagiographic text. According to this, the two brothers formed the first line of defence against Murvan
Qru and were eventually executed, because they refused to accept Islam. According to Sanadze and Ara-
khamia, the original text was composed regarding events of the sixth century, which was proceeded and
edited to simulate the political situation of the eighth century. For more details, see bobadg, sfsbsdas, VI
b. obgm@omemo Jmmbogs [Sanadze, Arakhamia, The VI Century Historic Chronicle], a3. 110-120. For
its ideological implications, see Martin-Hisard, Les Arabes en Géorgie occidentale, pp. 113-119.

7 We should not that we will follow a double-dating system in the AD and Hijri years in the present study.
8 Khalifa b. Khayyat, Khalifa ibn Khayyat's History, pp. 233-234, al-Tabarl, The History of al-Tabart, p.
111.

°  For 736/118, see Khalifa b. Khayyat, Khalifa ibn Khayyat'’s History, pp. 234-235.
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such as Balanjar, Samandar, and al-Bayda while subjugating the Khagan.' After these
events, he attacked the semi-autonomous tribes of Southeastern Caucasus, allies of the
Khagan, targeting their subjugation.?

The comparative analysis of the sources leads us to reject at all that Marwan b.
Muhammad campaigned against Georgia during the years 735-740/117-122. This is
highlighted by the cautious analysis of the following aspects: a) the area of the conflicts,
b) the timing of the campaigns and c) the recognition of Arab authority in Georgia.

A) According to the Arabic sources, confronting the Khazars was Marwan b.
Muhammad’s major operational target. Since the beginning of the 720s, the Caliphate
tried to consolidate its presence in the broad area and especially in the passes to North
Caucasus.? At the time of Marwan b. Muhammad, the Caliphate aimed to prevail against
the Khaganate and establish peace along the Northern border.* After causing a severe
blow to the Khaganate, Arabs turned to the tribes in the eastern Caucasus to subjugate
and then pacify the region. This prioritization is confirmed by numismatics. According
to Schindel, numismatic evidence proves that the city-fortress of Derbent flourished
during Marwan b. Muhammad’s governorship in the Umayyad North.® This can relate
to the city’s strategic importance during Marwan’s struggle against the Khazars. It is
evident that Marwan b. Muhammad focused on the regions of conflict with his interest
limited to the eastern Caucasus and not Georgia. As a result, Murvan Qru’s campaign
could not occur during Marwan b. Muhammad’s excursions against the Khazars.

B) It is of grave importance to determine the campaign’s time frame.® As shown
above, during 735-739/117-121 Marwan b. Muhammad focused his efforts on the east-
ern Caucasus, a fact that proves that in this period he could not operate against Georgia.
This led Tavadze to propose that the first Arab attacks against Georgia took place in
739/121 with an escalation in 740/122, after the campaigns in Dagestan.” We must look
closer to the duration of Marwan b. Muhammad’s campaigns in Dagestan. According

! Khalifa b. Khayyat, Khalifa ibn Khayyat’s History, p. 235, Baladhtri, The origins of the Islamic state,
pp- 325-327.

2 For Marwan b. Muhammad’s campaign in Eastern Caucasus, especially in modern-day South Dag-
estan, see Khalifa b. Khayyat, Khalifa ibn Khayyat's History, pp. 239-240; al-Tabari, The History of al-
Tabart, p. 167; Ya‘qubi, The Works of Ibn Wadih al-Ya'qubrt, p. 1036; CemEHoB, Xporonoaus u mapuwpymuol
apabckux noxo0os, ctp. 78-90.

> For an overview of the aims of Arab policy in the Caucasus in the 720s, see Blankinship, The End of the
Jihad State, pp. 121-125.

4 For the mild success of these operations, see Blankinship, The End of the Jihad State, pp. 172-174.

5 Schindel, Umayyad Copper Coinage, p. 11.

E.g., Toumanoff dates it in 736, while Bird proposes 737 as the correct date. See Toumanoft, Studies in
Christian Caucasian History, p. 405 and Bir6, Marwan ibn Muhammad's Georgian Campaign, pp. 295-
299, respectively.

T oegady, bogsmoggmm VIl bomymbgdo [Tavadze, Georgia in the Eight Century], 3. 117-125.
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to Khalifa b. Khayyat these campaigns took place in 739/121.! However, we should
keep in mind that Khalifa's description regards more than one military operation while
it is evident that Marwan b. Muhammad faced some difficulties in subjugating the
tribes of the eastern Caucasus. These lead us to propose that the duration of the military
operations against Dagestan spread more than one year. In support of this, Bal’am1’s
report of the one-year siege of the citadel that the lord of al-Sarir had withdrawn to is
enough.? Even if this report is dismissed as Bal’ami’s exaggeration, it is indicative of
Marwan b. Muhammad’s struggle in these campaigns. Based on these, we support that
the continuous preoccupation of the Arab armies in the aforementioned conflicts makes
an excursion against Georgia impossible.

C) Studying the political dependency of Georgia with the Caliphate in the first
half of the 8" century leads us towards the rejection of the campaign as a historical event.
Even if we ignore the testimonies of the Arabic sources regarding the time and space
of the Arab-Khazar hostilities, we cannot justify an Arab operation in Georgia during
Marwan b. Muhammad’s governorship in the Umayyad North. The Arab dominion in
Kartli began in 705/86 and was already consolidated before Marwan b. Muhammad’s
campaigns against the Khazars.* This can be supported by the entrance of Arab armies
in Thilisi in 728/110 and 730/112, since Khalifa b. Khayyat does not mention an attack
against the city, implying that Arabs used it as a station before a Khazar campaign.*
Baladhiiri also confirms this, since he writes that al-Jarrah b. Abdallah renewed the
submission treaty with the people of Tbilisi, maybe in 730/112, adding a special clause

! Khalifa b. Khayyat, Khalifa ibn Khayyat'’s History, pp. 239-240.

2 Bal’ami, Chronique de Abou Djafar Mo'hammed, pp. 290-291. Semenov also notices the extending of
the campaigns after 739. See CeménoB, Xpononoaus u mapupymer apabekux noxooos, crp. 82, 87. Also
see Blankinship, The End of the Jihad State, p. 175, in which he states that Marwan b. Muhammad’s final
campaigns against Dagestan can be dated to 740/122.

P gomoge, bogomoggmmdn s618ms 3o@mbmdab 3gmomemndsczns [Paghava, Periodization of Arab
Sway in Georgia], a3. 252-254; gorogs, dnsbongmbmgsb bsjomoggenmdo [Paghava, In the Medieval
Georgia], a3. 22-24.

4 Khalifa b. Khayyat, Khalifa ibn Khayyat's History, pp. 222 & 224, respectively.
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regarding taxing issues.' This status quo in Tbilisi highlights the Arab overlordship in
the region at the beginning of the 730s. So, since the Arab dominion was already con-
solidated, we should wonder why the Arabs would unleash a destructive attack against
their subordinates in Kartli.

This can also be attested by looking into the obligations of a subordinate to their
suzerain. It is known that the subordinates in the Caucasus were obliged to supply
troops to the Caliphate.> Toumanoff is certain that the Presiding Prince of Kartli pro-
vided Marwan b. Muhammad with troops for his campaigns against the Khazars.’> Even
though Toumanoft does not base his hypothesis on the sources, the testimonies of Ibn
A‘tham al-KiifT and Lewond are able to confirm it. According to the first, when Marwan
b. Muhammad arrived at Kisal, he summoned all Armenian Lords (mulitk Arminiyah)
to fulfill their obligations by campaigning with him against the Khaganate.* The ethno-
nym Armenian in the context of an Arabic source usually includes all the people in the
administrative district of Arminiya, Armenians, Georgians, and Caucasian Albanians,
which implies that Marwan b. Muhammad summoned all his subordinates in the re-
gion.’ Lewond seems to confirm that the subordinates of the Caliph took part in these
campaigns. In more detail, the Armenian historian writes that Marwan b. Muhammad
summoned the Armenian Ishkhan, Ashot Bagratuni, and his nakharars with their ca-

' Baladhdri, The origins of the Islamic state, p. 317. We can assume that the renewal took place in 730,

before the entrance of the Arab armies into the city, in their way to operate against the Khazars. This must
be the case, because al-Jarrah b. Abdallah was appointed governor in the Umayyad North in 729, which
implies that he could not renew the treaty in 728. C.f. Blankinship, The End of the Jihad State, pp. 122-
123. Blankinship dates the treaty to 724, proposing that the Arabs captured the city, imposing the kharaj
on its people, in their campaign against the Alans. It should be noted that neither Baladhiiri nor the other
sources describing the Alan campaign of 724, mention an attack against the city of Tbilisi. Moreover, the
terms of the renewed treaty and especially the clause about taxing point out that al-Jarrah wanted to reward
the people of the city and keep them in the Arab sphere of influence during a period of struggle against
the Khazars. This can relate to the city’s strategic importance near the Darial Pass, one of the Arab points
of entry in Alania and consequently to Khazars. For al-Jarrah b. Abdallah’s governorship, see Khalifa b.
Khayyat, Khalifa ibn Khayyat's History, p. 224.

2 E.g., for this clause in the treaty of 654 in Tbilisi, see Baladhiri, The origins of the Islamic state, p.
316. For the Armenian parallel, see Laurent (rev. Canard M.), L ’Armenie entre Byzance et [’Islam depuis
la conquete Arabe jusqu’en 886, pp. 55-56.

3 Toumanoff, Studies in Christian Caucasian History, p. 405.

4 Ibn A'tham al-Kafi, Kitab al-futith, p. 162.

5 We must note that the term Arminiya could also include territories outside of Caliphal borders. Ibn
A‘tham al-Kaft writes that at the beginning of the campaign, Marwan b. Muhammad occupied every Ar-
menian fortress (see n. 30). In this case, these fortresses must refer to the regions of the North Caucasus
and especially in Alania. This can be confirmed by looking into Khalifa b. Khayyat’s testimony about the
campaigns of 737 (see n. 15). The historian writes that Marwan b. Muhammad roamed far into Armenia,
namely into Alania and Khazaria. So, we propose that these Armenian fortresses should be identified with
the three Alan fortresses that Marwan b. Muhammad captured in 735 (see n. 13). C.f. Blankinship, The End
of the Jihad State, p. 172, in which he states that these Armenian fortresses relate to Mamikonian castles.
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valry to campaign on his side against the Khazars.! The Arab dominion in Kartli and
Ashot’s example lead us to accept that the Presiding Prince of Kartli also took part in
Marwan’s campaign. But who was this Presiding Prince?

Toumanoff, based on the Royal Lists of Georgia, identified the Prince with Guar-
am III, the Younger.? Other scholars, based on the Ateni Inscription in Sioni, have pro-
posed that the Chosroid Step’anoz should be considered in this position.* However, we
believe that the identification with Step’anoz cannot be the case. Firstly, he is consid-
ered an ally of the Byzantine Empire, as it seems that he received the title of Eristav
of Egrisi by the Emperor.* We can assume that the title of eristav of eristavs of the
Kartvels and the Megrels, which appears in the inscription of Ateni, also derived from
the Byzantine court and did not refer to the office that Step’anoz had during the Arab
dominion of the country. Instead, it may refer to Step’anoz’s claims in Georgia, claims
that originated and were backed up by the Byzantines and their allies in the country,
as an effort to counterbalance the Arabs. Therefore, the Arab administration would
hesitate to recognize a Byzantine ally for the office of Presiding Prince of Kartvelians,
especially in a region without a permanent military presence.’ So, it is most likely that
the Arabs would bestow the office of Presiding Prince of Kartli in a pro-Arab house,
instead of the Chosroids.

Given the fact that the Presiding Prince must have belonged to a pro-Arab fac-
tion and that Kartvelians helped Marwan b. Muhammad in his struggle against the
Khazars, we should rule out an Arab campaign against Kartli. Consequently, we must
study the political situation in Egrisi to completely reject the possibility of an Arab
attack in the region during Marwan b. Muhammad’s campaigns against the Khaganate.
According to the sources, the Arab dominion in the region took place at the end of the
seventh century. In particular, Theophanes testifies that Egrisi accepted Arab suzerainty
in 697 when Patrician Sergius submitted to the Caliph.® Moreover, he points out that
in the first decade of the eighth century, Arabs had been recognized as suzerains of the

1

Lewond Vardapet, Discours Historique, pp. 110-113.

Toumanoft, Studies in Christian Caucasian History, pp. 404-405.

For the inscription, see 566309300, bBgg06md dsdxnsmob gmgbimmo Bsmbgms [Abramish-
vili, Mural Inscription of Stepanoz Mampal], a3. 68. For the identification with Step’anoz, see babadg,
dgeadg, VIl bomzmbol | 6obgztob Jomomabs s gamobol 3menodogmmo ab@mmoowsb [Sanadze,
Beradze, On the Political History of Kartli and Egrisi in the First Half of the 8th Century], a3. 70-71.

* bobadg, dg@adg, VIl bomzmbol | 6s5bgzmab Jomormobs oo gamnbob 3menaBozm&o ob@mEooosb
[Sanadze, Beradze, On the Political History of Kartli and Egrisi in the First Half of the 8" Century], a3.
70-71.

5 For their Armenian example, see Taxiptdxoyrov, H Apuevia uetols Bvlavtiov ko Xalipdtov, pp. 119-
123. We have no reason to doubt that the Presiding Prince of Kartli had the same responsibilities towards
the Arab administration.

¢ Theophanes, Chronographia, p. 370.
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Abasgia, Egrisi and Kartli.! Later, the chronographer writes about the arrival of an Arab
army in Tsikhe-goji, aiming to relieve the city from a Byzantine siege, an event that
probably took place at the beginning of the 710s.2 According to al-Tabari, the next Arab
attack in the area dates to 738/120, when Sulayman b. Hisham campaigned against the
Byzantines and captured Sindirah (21d5po0v in the Greek sources), a fortress in Abas-
gia, something that Theophanes confirms.?

These events show that after the Arab subjugation of the region, Arabs cam-
paigned in the western Caucasus either to protect their interests from the Byzantines or
to attack military outposts occupied by the Empire. This suggests that Egrisi recognized
Arab overlordship in the first half of the eighth century. Since there is no evidence in
the sources pointing otherwise, we have no reason to doubt that during Marwan b.
Muhammad’s governorship the situation had been altered.* So, the Caliphal suzerainty
over Egrisi is another testimony that leads us to reject that Marwan b. Muhammad
campaigned against Georgia.

Since this is the case, we should wonder why Pseudo-Juansher included Marwan
b. Muhammad in his text. According to some scholars, the text depicts real events,
concerning the Arab attacks in Georgia, while others emphasize the issues of ideology
and propaganda.’ In particular, Martin-Hisard considers that the text was prompted by
a Chosroid environment to highlight their rights in the governorship of the country and
their links with the Byzantine Empire.¢

It is clear in the text that only the House of Chorsoids and its alliance with the
Empire would bring victory in the struggle against the Arabs. This can be attested in the
Byzantine and Georgian retreat, which is interpreted as a part of a prophecy, according
to which this retreat would be followed by their predominance in the future.” In this
context, the victory against Murvan Qru could work in the text as the validation of that
prophecy and as proof that the House of Chosroids was chosen by the Divine Provi-
dence to liberate and then rule the country. Given the fact that Pseudo-Juansher wrote
in a period when the House of Chosroids had fallen in decline, we can assume that his

Theophanes, Chronographia, p. 391.

Theophanes, Chronographia, p. 393.

al-Tabari, The History of al-Tabart, p. 167; Theophanes, Chronographia, p. 411.

We must note that Toumanoff’s thesis that after 729 the Byzantines recaptured the whole region of
Egrisi, because of the destruction of the Arab armies by the Khazars cannot be confirmed by the sources.
See Toumanoft, Studies in Christian Caucasian History, p. 405 n. 52.

*  For the thesis about the historical accuracy of the text, see mogady, bogomoggmm Vil boa3969d0
[Tavadze, Georgia in the Eight Century], a3. 118-126.

¢ Martin-Hisard, Les Arabes en Géorgie occidentale, pp. 111-112.

Pseudo-Juansher, p. 110; Martin-Hisard, Les Arabes en Géorgie occidentale, pp. 110-111.
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target was to propagandize their right to rule the country to his contemporaries at the
beginning of the ninth century.

The importance of a victory against the Arabs that could work as a form of le-
galization against the other political parties in the county is highlighted by the study of
the emperor’s epistle to Archil, after the defeat of the Arabs, which Pseudo-Juansher
allegedly saves. According to this, the emperor declared that we [the Byzantines] wil/
destroy the Agarians and all who have been raised by them will fall, while those who
glorify us will rise.* The Arab allies in this passage may be identified with the ruling
House of Kartli that recognized the Arab suzerainty. It is evident that Pseudo-Juansher
aimed to remind that the Pro-Arab Georgians would be destroyed inevitably when the
Byzantines returned to the Caucasus and the Chosroids would be restored as the rulers
of the country. Since Georgians did not actually defeat the Arabs during Marwan b.
Muhammad’s time, Pseudo-Juansher had to create a narration to prove his point. Cor-
rectly, Martin-Hisard has stated that his target was not to write history but to praise the
Chosroids, Mihr, and Archil.?

Pseudo-Juansher’s target was to state that since Chosroids prevailed against the
foreign invaders in the past, they will eventually rise against the political factions in-
side the country supporting them. In this context, we should discuss the introduction
of Marwan b. Muhammad in Pseudo-Juansher’s text. His campaigns in the Caucasus
were used as a background in his attempts to create a basis of legitimacy for the Chos-
roids. This may derive from Marwan b. Muhammad’s known military activity in the
Caucasus. We have already mentioned that in Pseudo-Juansher’s text, we may find
information concerning various Arab operations in the area. According to Biro, there
are some events incorporated that can be traced to the so-called “Muddy Campaign”.*
Pseudo-Juansher used the available information to create his narration and we can as-
sume that Marwan b. Muhammad’s first campaigns against the Alans in 735/117 were
employed for these propagandistic purposes. It seems that the information about the
Arab army crossing Kartli to attack the Alans was transfigured by the historian in order
to create a story about the Great Arab attack on Georgia and its repulsion by the Chos-
roids.

To summarise, we have shown that Marwan b. Muhammad’s campaigns in the
Caucasus did not include Georgia, since geographical, chronological, and political pa-

I At this time the Kingdom of Abkhazia had been created, the Arab rule had been consolidated and the
Bagratids had started to emerge. It is true that in this political landscape, the House of the Chosroids had
been neglected. See Martin-Hisard, Les Arabes en Géorgie occidentale, p. 113.

2 Pseudo-Juansher, p. 112.

Martin-Hisard, Les Arabes en Géorgie occidentale, p. 113.

For this campaign, see Khalifa b. Khayyat, Khalifa ibn Khayyat's History, p. 222 and for the informa-
tion regarding it in Pseudo-Juansher’s text, see Biro, Marwan ibn Muhammad s Georgian Campaign, pp.
298-299.
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rameters lead us to reject that the campaign happened at all. Marwan’s priority was
indeed in the Eastern Caucasus, against the Khazar Khaganate and its allies. Marwan
b. Muhammad was used as a role model for the creation of Murvan Qru because his
campaigns in the area of the Eastern Caucasus had some impact on Kartli. Firstly, the
Arab Armies used this region as one of their bases before the Khazar campaigns, while
Kartvelians sided with Marwan b. Muhammad in his military operations, as they were
his subordinates. Since Marwan b. Muhammad’s Georgian Campaign is a fictitious
creation of Pseudo-Juansher, Murvan Qru was used as a symbol of the destruction that
the Arab administration — and mostly the pro-Arab Katrvelian Houses — managed in
Georgia. Their pro-Arab stance was condemned by Pseudo-Juansher, since with their
assistance towards the Caliphate, they became enemies of the Divine Province and as
a result, incapable of running the country, a role that only the pro-Byzantines and glo-
rified in the eyes of God Chosroids could assume. Finally, it is evident that the story
of Murvan Qru had been constructed to revive the claims of the Chosroids, a House
declining in the 9™ century.
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Valerian Vashakidze

The Concept of the Border in the Greek Texts of
the Classical and Subsequent Period

Summary

In establishing and clarifying the boundaries of the settlement of the Kartvelian tribes
and political entities on the territory of historical Georgia, in a stretch of about two
thousand years of ancient civilization, the data preserved in the Greek texts plays an
important role.

When using the information preserved in the works of different genres and pur-
poses, the researcher faces a number of problems. One of the most important is to find
out what the author means by a particular term.

This work is aimed at defining the concept of “border” in the ancient Greek
literature of classical, Hellenistic and Roman periods. The study of the works of many
authors (Herodotus, Xenophon, Polybius, Strabo, Plutarch, Claudius Ptolemy, et. al.)
of the mentioned period revealed:

a) The border in Greek texts is expressed by the term: ,,0poc (“Horos™) and its
derivative forms;

b) The border is the dividing line between ethnic groups, countries, states and parts
of the world/continents;

¢) The authors give preference to borders passing along natural boundaries (rivers,
mountain systems, seas, lakes, straits), which is a reflection of their contempo-
rary views and which must undoubtedly be based on archaic traditions;

d) Where there were no natural separators, artificial barriers (trenches, fortifica-
tions, etc.) or special stone pillars with appropriate inscriptions were used as
boundary markers;

e) It was very important to establish exact boundaries, since their absence led to
territorial disputes between neighbors;

f) The ancient Greeks showed proper respect for the border.
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John Latham-Sprinkle

Treason and Sovereignty in the Medieval Caucasus

In the medieval period, the Caucasus was invaded on multiple occasions by politi-
cal entities with their origin in the Eurasian steppes, notably the Seljuk Empire in the
11" century and the Mongol Empire in the 13™ century. Our contemporary Caucasian
narratives emphasise the destruction these invaders wrought. For example, the Geor-
gian Chronicle of Kartli (3s@&0sbg dofooboe), part of the Kartlis Tskhovreba an-
nals, dwells on the destruction of the Seljuk invasion of 1080, the “great Turkish time”
(0o orgMdmds)." In the 13" century, Georgian, Persian and Armenian sources like-
wise emphasise the destruction caused by the Mongol invasions of 1236 and 1238-40.?
Much modern historiography repeats this general narrative, and by implication extends
these reports of physical destruction to the state and societal structures of the medieval
Caucasus. Broadly following the narrative of the next section of the Kartlis Tskhovreba,
the Life of David, King of Kings ((36m36Mgdse 3939m-9gg0bs @sgomabo), contempo-
rary historiography frequently depicts the Seljuk invasions as a nadir for Georgia, prior
to David IV’s brilliant revival.’ Even more emphatically, the Mongol invasions have
been blamed for the demise of both the Alan kingdom of the North Caucasus, and for
splitting the Georgian kingdom into multiple competing lordships.*

I certainly do not intend to challenge the basic facts of these invasions, or deny
that the Seljuk and Mongol armies caused great physical destruction. However, [ would
like to argue that a focus on states in Caucasian historiography has led to a one-sided in-
terpretation of these events, one which prioritises rulers and their nascent state appara-
tuses over subordinated aristocrats. For such aristocrats, and even for kings themselves,
the arrival of a large, foreign army in the Caucasus could be as much as opportunity as
a threat, providing a large, powerful potential ally which could be redirected against

' Met’reveli, Kartlis Tskhovreba, pp. 290-294; Met’reveli, Jones, Georgia, pp. 159-162. In this article,
the term ‘Georgia’ and ‘Georgian’ will refer to a) sources written in the Georgian language, and b) the
united kingdom of Kartli and Apkhazeti, ruled by the Bagratid dynasty. The latter is distinguished from the
Kingdom of Kakheti, which although culturally Georgian was not incorporated into the Bagratid Kingdom
of Georgia until 1105.

2 Met’reveli, Kartlis Tskhovreba, p. 547, Met’reveli, Jones, Georgia, pp. 330-331; Kirakos Gandzakets’i,
History, pp. 193-197; Juvayni, Tarikh-i Jahan Gusha, Vol. 1, pp. 224-225, Juvayni, World-Conqueror, Vol.
I, pp. 268-270.

3 Thus, for example, Rayfield, Edge of Empires, pp. 80-84; Suny, Georgian Nation, pp. 34-35; Shengelia,
Georgia, pp. 76-78.

4 See for example Kuznetsov, Alans, pp. 332-341; Rayfield, Edge of Empires, pp. 125-131; Lordkipa-
nidze, Georgia, pp. 7-9; Suny, Georgian Nation, pp. 40-44; Shengelia, Georgia, pp. 112-118.
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one’s domestic enemies. Such actions are sometimes cast as destructive of unity, or
even treasonous; yet these interpretations, I argue, project back in time a modern con-
flation of political structures and ethnicity, which prioritises loyalty to a state which is
seen as an expression of popular will. This article will demonstrate this point with an
examination of two incidents: the conversion to Islam of the Kiurikian King of Kakheti,
Aghsartan I, in 1068-84, and the co-operation of North Caucasian Alanic princes with
the invading Mongol armies in 1239-40.

As has long been argued, the identification of a person with the political entity
within whose borders they are born is not a natural or automatic process; rather, it is
a specifically modern historical one.! Conversely, we cannot assume that pre-modern
states held sovereignty over people within their borders simply by virtue of ‘their’ peo-
ple being born there — an assumption which underpins the modern world and its focus
on citizenship. However, as Giorgio Agamben and Adam T. Smith have argued, certain
aspects of the modern state’s behaviour display continuities with pre-Enlightenment
states, most notably the fact that sovereignty depends on defining people as citizens
or subjects through demonstrations of power over their lives. By contrast with modern
international law, in the pre-Enlightenment era sovereignty could not be assumed to
be a persistent state of being, linked with the biological life of “the people”, in whom
post-Enlightenment liberal thought claims sovereignty is vested.? Rather, it had to be
consistently asserted by a sovereign ruler, frequently through acts of violence, in or-
der to be considered valid. So that we do not retrospectively project modern political
conceptions into the medieval period, we therefore first need to examine how claims of
sovereignty were made in Caucasian sources of this period.

For the Seljuk invasions and the Caucasian reaction to them, our most important
sources are Georgian chronicles of the 11" century CE.* These sources concentrate over-
whelmingly on the actions of their dynastic patrons, rather than expressing the sove-
reignty of a state in territorial terms.* In terms of a question, our medieval Georgian
sources do not ask ‘where is Kakheti (or Georgia, or Alania, or so on) and where are its
borders?’, but rather ‘what did the King of Kakheti (or Georgia, etc.) do?”’ For example,

' Anderson, Imagined Communities; Corrigan, Sayer, Great Arch, pp. 1-7; Agamben, Homo Sacer, pp.
127-134; Shnirel'man, Being Alans, pp. 21-35, 75-76.

2 Smith, Political Machine, p. 6; Agamben, Homo Sacer, pp. 44-47, 63-67.

> Aghsartan of Kakheti’s conversion to Islam, the subject of this article, is also mentioned in Sadr al-Din
al-Husayni’s late 12- early 13" century Arabic chronicle, the Akhbar al-dawla al-saljigiyyva. However,
this chronicle will not be extensively analysed here, since this article concentrates on Caucasian political
conceptions. It is nonetheless interesting that this source also demonstrates Seljuk Sultan Alp Arslan’s
sovereignty by recounting his actions, namely the capture of fortresses, Aghsartan making a gesture of
submission by kissing the sultan’s foot, and the sultan giving gifts to Aghsartan and his nobles which the
latter accept. See al-Husayni, Akhbar, pp. 54-56.

4 Rapp, Landscape, pp. 13-18.
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the panegyric ‘Life of David, King of Kings’ closing section enumerates the conditions
for a king’s sovereignty thus:

»QO 300056 300 oMo3bbgl, Momegbbn Logdgbo gobmggdashb dgmmdsbs,
omEgbbn JoMmgdabn s gobboggdgmbo? 3omgoms 34Mmdsabo, BsdotMms
dgomzsbo, gobbgomdommdoms 3@Mdamgabn, Ladggmabs bybstgdabs mb-
960, m3dJEmdams  3g(30006mdsba, Jmsgsmms Dsgzabs (36mdsbo, 839-
oMMy aobbgbgdabn, LogMmbo dodbn, LoSgmmos ©s Ladgmms Lgsbo,
LagmGgemgoms dgdmbagamba, dmsadnmos 39dmbyygzebn s 3sbybbo, dgd-
bgoms xgMm30660 3oboggdgmbo, dgd3mmgms bysemmdombo baGmsbo,
dbobymadnmos bog-3fsegmmdsbo, dmhngstms dsmambo gsdmdagdsbo,
dmbogombagms dgbo@yzbbo 3mgombgsbo, L3sms sbymMdsbo ©s mMbagH-
bo 30dsmmgdsbo...“ (“And who can count how many things a man must do
when he reigns; how many people he must govern, how many things he must
put in order? A King has to conquer countries, reinforce borders, prevent revolts,
ensure tranquillity in the country, launch campaigns, catch the intrigues of the
mtavaris [subordinate nobles], command troops, take care of the people’s affairs,
appoint officials and judges, look after the treasury’s income, receive envoys and
give them answers, reward properly those who present gifts, instruct wrongdoers
kindly, lavishly present servants, ensure the fair trial of the accused, demand
reports, and organize armies for skilful raids”).!

As we can see from this passage, sovereignty is defined by actions and process-
es, rather than being a pre-existing state of being within a given territory. While borders
are mentioned in passing, it is only in the context of a king’s action towards them,
rather than being a pre-existing demarcation of the sphere within which his sovereignty
operates. Given the overtly pro-dynastic inclination of Georgian historiography, these
characterisations of sovereignty can be fairly said to reflect the messages which these
dynasts wished to have sent.? In other words, sovereignty, according to these sources
and those who commissioned them, is seen not as a persistent state, but a consequence
of action.

When we see it in this way, our sources are packed with demonstrations of sove-
reignty, most notably through the collection of tribute or taxes, military campaigns,
support of the church, and the seizure of fortresses. This is true from the foundational
narratives of Georgian historiography onwards. For example, the original act of sove-
reignty in the Kartlis Tskhovreba is the mythic ancestor Haos’ rejection of the world-

' Met’reveli, Kartlis Tskhovreba, p. 335, Met’reveli and Jones, Georgia, pp. 184-185.
2 For the dynastic orientation of the Kartlis Tskhovreba, see Rayfield, Literature, pp. 62-69.

52



king Nebroth’s tribute, and him defeating Nebroth in battle.! This account, while an-
cient in origin, was re-edited in the 1060s and was thus clearly still considered relevant
in the period under study.?

A consequence of this action-oriented conceptualisation of sovereignty was that
a certain geographical area or point could be the subject of multiple different claims
of sovereignty. As we will see, this conception is implicit in our Georgian sources of
the high medieval period; however, it can be compared to a more explicit passage in an
Armenian source of the same period, Book III of Movses Dasxuranci’s History of the
Caucasian Albanians (c. 944). This briefly describes the political situation in Caucasian
Albania in the early 8" century. However, rather than a single suzerain, it describes a
situation where three different outside powers — the courts of Byzantium, the Umayyad
Caliphate, and the Khazar Khaganate — all demand tribute from Caucasian Albania.> As
Alison Vacca has argued, the demanding of tribute in Armenian sources of the 8"-10™
century should be seen as a sign of suzerainty.* This passage therefore implies that it
was possible for a given region to be simultaneously the object of multiple suzeraini-
ties — or rather, for multiple different elite actors to attempt to claim suzerainty over it.

The actual historical truth of this account is less significant, in this context, than
its high medieval historiographical representation. It is therefore notable that it de-
scribes a situation of imperial conflict over the Caucasus as leading to ambiguity and
disruption in patterns of sovereignty. Indeed, this text laments the situation, longing for
a single, more predictable suzerain, the Sassanian Empire, as opposed to tax exactions
— backed up by the threat of military force — by multiple putative sovereigns.

In this context, we can understand the significance of direct military intervention
by an outside power, such as the Seljuks and Mongols. This could create a space of am-
biguity in sovereignty, whereby even if a local ruler acknowledged the suzerainty of an
outside empire, he could also assert his own sovereignty over a given area, as demon-
strated by tax exactions or military prowess. This last point could, at times, be directly
backed up by the army of that outside empire, its ruler recognising a subordinate’s rule
over a particular territory — or rather, as we will see, the right to forcefully make a claim
of sovereignty over it.

The basic point that Caucasian dynasts sometimes depended on and utilised
the power of outside empires is fairly well-established. While it is not generally fore-
grounded in studies of the Seljuk and Mongol periods, it is a standard part of ano-
ther period’s historiography: that of Sassanian, Umayyad and ‘Abbasid dominion over

Met’reveli, Kartlis Tskhovreba, pp. 27-28, Met’reveli and Jones, Georgia, pp. 14-15.
Rapp, Historiography, pp. 157-168.

Dasxuranci, Caucasian Albanians, p. 202.

Vacca, Non-Muslim Provinces, pp. 180-209.
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the Armenian and Georgian principalities. Between 485 and 885-3, with several in-
terruptions, hegemonic power within the South Caucasus lay with presiding princes
appointed by their southern imperial neighbours.' Such a broad-stroke and discursive
continuity masks, of course, considerable changes in this institution, not least between
ruling families, the territories they claimed hegemony over, and the extent of imperial
central control. However, it is notable that it was sometimes considered not only prag-
matic but also acceptable to actively utilise the military force of these princes’ imperial
overlords, even in ecclesiastical disputes. One particularly striking example is provided
by Movses Dasxuranci. Under the History of Caucasian Albania’s entry for the years
703-5, it mentions an appeal by a group of rebellious bishops of Caucasian Albania
to the Armenian catholicos, Elia, for help in suppressing Chalcedonian Christianity.
This had been instituted in the country by the Albanian catholicos, Nerses, with the
support of the queen, Spram.> However, rather than limiting this dispute to Christian
powers, Elia then wrote to the Umayyad Caliph ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, claiming
that Nerses’ moves towards Chalcedonianism showed the Albanians were trying to ally
with the Byzantine Empire. As a result, ‘Abd al-Malik sent an army to Albania, which
suppressed the independent Albanian church and instituted full Armenian ecclesiastical
control over the region.’

The image projected by our 10" century source is not one of marauding Arab
Muslims being opposed by Christian Armenians and Albanians. Rather, we see diverse
political actors seeking support from outside political entities: the Albanian bishops
appealing to the Armenian catholicos; the Armenian catholicos using the power of the
caliphate to further his own church’s position. It is particularly significant that Movses
Dasxuranci does not censure the Armenian catholicos for involving the caliphate in this
dispute, even though the intervention of a Muslim-led army led to the death of a senior
churchman, Nerses of Albania.* This is especially surprising, since the same book of his
history starts with a standard anti-Muslim polemic, describing the Prophet Muhammad
as a fraud.’ But rather than continuing in this vein, the story of the return of Albania
to Armenian orthodoxy is told via primary source documents: a set of letters with a
commentary that even describes ‘Abd al-Malik as “virtuous.”® I would argue that this
treatment of the Armenians’ Umayyad overlords is, nonetheless, consistent with the po-
litical situation in the tenth century, when Movses Dasxuranci was writing. As Nikoloz

' In general see Toumanoft, Armenia and Georgia, pp. 600-613; for a more detailed analysis, see Vacca,
Non-Muslim Provinces, pp. 124-133.

Dasxuranci, Caucasian Albanians, pp. 189-191.

Dasxuranci, Caucasian Albanians, pp. 191-192.

Dasxuranci, Caucasian Albanians, p. 192.

Dasxuranci, Caucasian Albanians, pp. 186-188.

Dasxuranci, Caucasian Albanians, p. 197.
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Alexidze has argued, by the tenth century the primary driver in Armenian ecclesiastical
historiography had become the schism between Armenian miaphysite orthodoxy and
Chalcedonianism.' In this context, the real struggle in Movses Dasxuranci is against
the spread of this heresy, rather than a proto-national struggle against foreign invaders.

I would argue that the Seljuk and Mongol periods saw similar uses of outside
military forces by Caucasian dynasts and aristocrats against their regional enemies. The
case of Aghsartan I, Kiurikian King of Kakheti and Hereti from 1058 to 1084, demon-
strates this point clearly. Kakheti had intermittently been under Bagratid overlordship
in the preceding century and a half, but had become fully independent under its first
king, K’virik’e III (r.1010-39). During the reigns of K’virik’e’s successors Gagik and
Aghsartan [, however, the region of Hereti had been gradually coming under Bagratid
control.

Our most prominent source for the case of Aghsartan I is the Georgian royal
annals, the Kartlis Tskhovreba. This describes the invasion of Seljuk Sultan Alp Arslan
in 1068 in apocalyptic terms:

»@5 3YM gdnbo 33602, s 0bym MmSMgdom s M3 3o(3abs... s dmabms
aeoiby bygmo JMobGosbgomse s Gyqg 04dbs; s 0gdbs badsggm Jmgy-
oboa Jommaboa Labomggmao 3o(30ms. 8mmSMogb ymggmbo g3mabosbo
5 LOAMIZMOms FdMMNLIAMS dSMMIMS 39ATMEIL J1gysbobs m¥yomboa.
5 (3mE35md hygbms dmboggdgmbs Mabbgsbs mdMmomnbabs dyznom (302
653980, s Lobbrob 3633gmon WAMdgmo seImbagmgmom dmggkabs Jo-
Bombs dges. s 0ddbs 0adg 3bo, gomaMzs bamgmb mabse (“The
Sultan stayed six weeks, and he began to ravage and slay the people... A count-
less number of Christians were slain and taken prisoner. The land of Kartli was
abominable for men to see: all the churches were devastated and one could not
set one’s eyes on the ground for the number of dead bodies. The sky above bore
witness to God’s wrath for our sins, and a blood-raining cloud covered Kartli in
the east, and the light of the day changed into a dark night”.)?

Of course, this is a standard set of apocalyptic imagery, which cannot be taken
literally. However, this passage becomes extremely interesting in the context of the
one that immediately precedes it. This mentions that Aghsartan of Kakheti, “a man of
modest substance” (3(306g0ms bagdmbeooms) renounced his Christian faith and had
himself circumcised, in order to gain the Seljuks’ support against the kings of Georgia.’
Moreover, the Kartlis Tskhovreba claims that Aghsartan’s forces actively co-operated
with those of the Seljuk Sultan, marching out alongside them in order to take posses-

U Aleksidze, Schism, pp. 129-135.
2 Met’reveli, Kartlis Tskhovreba, p. 291, Met’reveli and Jones, Georgia, p. 160.
3 Met’reveli, Kartlis Tskhovreba, p. 290, Met’reveli and Jones, Georgia, pp. 159-160.
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sion of fortresses granted to him by Alp Arslan. The effect of juxtaposing these two
passages is to further condemn Aghsartan’s apostasy, and to implicitly delegitimise his
claims to kingship. It is notable, in this context, that the didebulis (lords) of Hereti, to
the south-east of Kakheti proper, are described as being “loyal” (g@mamem) to Bagrat®
IV, King of Georgia. This is despite the fact that Hereti was not fully integrated into
Georgia, but rather was contested between the Bagratid rulers of Georgia and the kings
of Kakheti. The implication is that, to Leonti Mroveli, author of this section of the
Kartlis Tskhovreba, the only proper loyalty is to the kings of Georgia — an unsurprising
assertion, given that his chronicle was commissioned by Bagrat’.!

I would like to warn against taking Leonti Mroveli’s pro-Bagratid interpre-
tation of loyalty too much at face value, and therefore seeing Aghsartan as a traitor
against Georgian unity. We are fortunate that we do have traces of an alternative,
pro-Kiurikian royal historical tradition, preserved in Vakhushti Bagrationi’s Life and
Deeds of Kakheti and Hereti (§8bqmads s (3bmghgds 3obgmobs s 3gMgomabs).
This 18™ century account appears to have utilised an older chronicle sympathetic to the
Kakhetian kings, particularly K’virik’e I1I, one of several sources utilised by Vakhushti
which no longer survive.? It is therefore notable that it treats Aghsartan’s embrace of
Islam without any of the judgement levied by the Kartlis Tskhovreba, but rather simply
reports these events. Moreover, it explicitly states that this led to the re-unification of
Kakheti and Hereti, implicitly condoning Aghsartan’s actions through comparison with
the great K’virik’e III, who also had re-unified the two kingdoms.?

This pro-Kiurikian text thus treats Aghsartan’s act as just another pragmatic act
of statecraft, rather than a betrayal bringing about a demi-apocalypse. This pragmatic
interpretation is supported by the text of the Life of David, King of Kings, which pro-
vides an example of both the Georgian and Kakhetian kings seeking the support of
outside rulers to enhance their own positions, and of the disconnect between Georgian
claims to suzerainty and reality. This depicts Giorgi I, Bagrat’ IV’s successor as King of
Georgia, agreeing to pay tribute (kharaj) to the Seljuk Sultan Malikshah in c. 1081, and
thus implicitly to accept his suzerainty.* In return, Malikshah is claimed to have granted
Giorgi rulership over Kakheti and Hereti. However, in practice, this merely seems to

' On the authorship and date of the Chronicle of Kartli, see Rayfield, Literature, p. 69.

2 Vakhushti, History, pp. 8-11. One telling piece of evidence is that Vakhushti at one point adds a mar-
ginal note to add further information to his account (specifically, that Ilarion, Catholicos of Georgia, was
from Kakheti, and was contemporaneous with khorepiskopos Gabriel of Kakheti); this implies that the
remainder of the basic text of the account was copied from a pre-existing source without much alteration,
in a manner comparable to Vakhushti’s history of Georgia, which is a close paraphrase of the Kartlis
Tskhovreba. See Qaukchishvili, Kartlis Tskhovreba, Vol. 1V, p. 558; Vakhushti, History, p. 126.

3 Qaukchishvili, Kartlis Tskhovreba, Vol. 1V, pp. 562-563; Vakhushti, History, p. 129.

4 Met’reveli, Kartlis Tskhovreba, pp. 304-305, Met’reveli and Jones, Georgia pp. 172, 193.
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have been the right to attack Kakheti, since the chronicle next records a Georgian siege
of the Kakhetian fortress of Vezhini. In response, Aghsartan once again accepted Islam
(having apostatised in the intervening 13 years since his last submission to the Seljuks).
He thus regained Malikshah’s support as ruler of Kakheti and — as the Life and Deeds
of Kakheti and Hereti adds, but the Kartlis Tskhovreba does not — Hereti.! This incident
once again shows the pitfalls of relying solely on the Kartlis Tskhovreba s pro-Bagratid
account, since it is clear that both Bagratids and Kiurikids sought out Seljuk support
where necessary, with historical traditions alternately condoning or condemning this
action, depending on which family is being supported.

Moreover, a further examination of both the Kartlis Tskhovreba and Life and
Deeds of Kakheti and Hereti show that just as Aghsartan was capable of bringing in
outside support against his Bagratid rivals, so were his vassals, the nobility of Hereti.
This is made particularly clear by the deposition of Aghsartan’s namesake grandson,
Aghsartan II, in 1105.2 Both sources confirm that Aghsartan was captured and over-
thrown by the didebulis of Hereti, Arishian and Baram, who themselves sought support
from the new Georgian king, David IV. In this we see the key to the Kartlis Tskhovre-
ba’s previous description of the didebulis of Hereti as loyal to King Bagrat’ [V and the
Bagratids. Rather than this being a case of a rebellious principality split between those
remaining loyal to the Bagratids and those disloyal to them, we instead see a layered
conceptualisation of sovereignty, with aristocratic leaders at different levels seeking
the support of those more powerful than themselves in order to enhance their own
positions. A village in Hereti in the 1080s might therefore be the subject of claims of
sovereignty by a local Heretian didebuli, King Aghsartan I of Kakheti, King Giorgi II
of Georgia, and the Seljuk Sultan Malikshah, all at the same time. In sum, rather than a
simple picture of a single, legitimate Georgian, Christian king, fighting against a single,
Muslim, outside invader, we have a picture of multiple, overlapping conceptualisations
of sovereignty, with adherents of each conceptualisation seeking the support of outsid-
ers against their own immediate neighbours, overlords, and subordinates.

Another example of Caucasian elites supplementing their own power with that
of outsiders comes from the Mongol period — specifically, the invasion of the Central
North Caucasian region of Alania in 1238-9. While not nearly as well-documented as
11" century Kakheti and Hereti, this shows similar patterns of action, whereby an out-
side military power (the Mongols) authorised and supported local claims of sovereignty
by Caucasian princes. Moreover, the fact that these events are recorded by non-Cauca-

' Qaukchishvili, Kartlis Tskhovreba, Vol. IV, p. 563, Vakhushti, History, p. 129.
2 Qaukchishvili, Kartlis Tskhovreba, Vol. IV, p. 563, Vakhushti, History, pp. 129-130; Met’reveli, Kartlis
Tskhovreba, p. 311, Met’reveli and Jones, Georgia, p. 175.
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sian sources goes to show that this is not just a pattern of literary representation, but a
consistent theme in the politics of high medieval Caucasia.

Alania was, in the 10™-12™ centuries, home to the most powerful kingdom in
the North Caucasus, its kings being overlords of the region covered by the modern
autonomous republics of Karachai-Cherkassia, Kabardino-Balkaria, North Ossetia, and
Ingushetia, and parts of Chechnya, Stavropol” Krai and Krasnodar Krai.! However, by
the 1230s, it seems that the Kingdom of Alania had collapsed, with its former lands
comprising a network of autonomous clans and villages, as most clearly described by
Riccardus’ account of Julian of Hungary’s travels.> As with the South Caucasus, much
of the current historiography of this region dwells on the Mongols as an outside, de-
structive force, with claims that the Alan state and even its (entirely hypothetical) writ-
ten tradition were destroyed by them.? However, our best source for the events of this
period present a more complex picture.

This source is quite a curious one — the Chinese annals of the Mongol Yuan
dynasty, the Yuan-Shi. In it, there are a number of biographies of Alan noblemen, who
took service with the Mongols and eventually founded noble families in China. How-
ever, the opening passages of these biographies tell us about how these families came
to submit to the Mongols during their invasion of the North Caucasus. These give
us a rather more nuanced picture. Whilst there are some strongholds which resist the
Mongols, most famously the former Alan capital city of Magas, a large number of Alan
nobles appear to have sided with the Mongols; indeed, one of them, Mataersha, rose to
fame through his bravery in attacking Magas.* Two such princes, Aersilan (Arslan) and
Hanghusi, were successively appointed as rulers of all or parts of Alania by the Mon-
gols.’ These leaders and their families prospered from the advancement and material
rewards that the Mongol state could offer — not least, the extension of a regularised tax
system to a region which previously had possessed no such institution.® In this way, it
was possible to utilise the Mongol state and its war-making capacities to regularise and
formalise tributary obligations, and to legitimate violent attempts to assert suzerainty
over other coalitions. Moreover, in all likelihood these Alan princes were able to direct-
ly utilise the Mongol army to support them against their rivals. Indeed, both Arslan’s
son, Asanzhen, and Hanghusi himself were killed in fighting against other North Cau-
casians, the latter’s conflict being continued by his wife, Waimasi, and son, Anfapu.

' In general, see Beletskii, Vinogradov, Nizhnii Arkhyz and Senty, pp. 10-65.

2 See Theiner, Monumenta, p. 152.

For example, Bliev, Bzarov, Treasure, p. 11; Kuznetsov, Rekom, pp. 131-132; Gadlo, Ethnic History,
pp- 164-165.

4 See “Yuan-Shi’, in Alemany, Alans, p. 415.

5 Alemany, Alans, pp. 408-412.

¢ de Rachewiltz, Secret History, pp. 205-206; Allsen, North Caucasia, p. 33.
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This phenomenon was undoubtedly much more widespread, since the Yuan-Shi only
records the deeds of individuals whose descendants became prominent military figures
in Yuan China; thus, princes and who joined the Mongols but were not deported to Chi-
na, or whose families did not become influential there, would not have been recorded.

In this case most of all, we see an atomised situation, with no overarching au-
thority or overt attachment to ethnicity or kingdom. Rather, we see a relatively polycen-
tric social structure, with individual leaders with smaller or greater numbers of follow-
ers — between 20 and 1,000 — either supporting or opposing the Mongols (or perhaps
both, at different times) in order to further their own positions, and those of their clans
and families.! In this case, the arrival of a powerful invading army could be as much an
opportunity as a threat.

Rather than dismissing this kind of action as collaboration, it might be fair to
call it an alternative method of dealing with powerful outsiders.? In the same way that
a martial artist can redirect the force of a threat to their own advantage, we can un-
derstand all of these anomalous cases — Aghsartan I, and Hanghusi and Aersilan — as
examples of ‘political judo throws’ — the (mis)direction of a potential adversary to aid
their own positions.

The image of politics as martial art is, however, an appropriate one, since the
deployment of violence was instrumental to these political strategies. In this context,
we can perhaps begin to rethink the Seljuk and Mongol invasions of the Caucasus
from the point of view of subordinated peasant communities, the church, and the lower
aristocracy. Given the ambiguity over sovereignty that these could create, the direct de-
struction caused by Seljuk or Mongol raids, and attempts by local Caucasian aristocrats
to violently demonstrate their sovereignty over a given area, there was great potential
for physical violence to befall the members of these communities, particularly if cus-
tomary aristocratic protection of a religious or secular community was withdrawn.?
Moreover, in this ambiguous situation, any or all of their self-proclaimed overlords
could attempt to levy taxes from a given community, such as the hypothetical village in
Hereti that we imagined above. Multiple suzerainty might well have provided a space
for those with power to better their own advantage, but it was undoubtedly ruinous for
some of the communities subjected to these competing claims of suzerainty.

Therefore, rather than seeing the destruction of the Seljuk and Mongol invasions
as being a purely external factor to Caucasian history, this implies that we should see

' Alemany, Alans, pp. 416, 409 respectively.

2 On issues with defining collaborationism, see Hoffmann, Collaborationism.

As happened in 1236 to the Armenian chronicler Kirakos Gandzakets’i, who was left with a group of
other clergy as guardians of a group of Armenian villagers while local aristocrats withdrew to their fortress
(See Kirakos Gandzakets’i, History, pp. 206-214).
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this, to a certain extent, as being a continuation of existing Caucasian political concep-
tions and trends. This is not to deny that Seljuk and Mongol armies directly devastated
parts of the Caucasus. Rather, the point we should take is that as well as being physi-
cally destructive, these invasions also produced uncertainty, ambiguity and disruption
in patterns of sovereignty, opening space for ambitious local elites to violently assert
control over contested subordinated communities and other aristocrats. Co-operation
with an empire outside the Caucasus, was, in this context, just another tool that aristo-
cratic and dynastic leaders could use in these domestic fields of political competition.
In essence, if we see a given society as a series of interlocking, contradictory and on-
going projects, rather than a steady state of being, then we can see that the Seljuk and
Mongol invasions of the Caucasus opened up a space of ambiguity in which ambitious
elites’ projects of sovereignty could be authorised and pursued.!
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Paolo Pizzolo and Andrea Carteny

Tracing National Identity and Historical Consciousness
through Metahistorical Events: The Impact of the Battles of
Didgori, Lake Peipus, and Kosovo Polje on Collective Memory
and Political Action

Introduction

History is not only chronology, nor mere cause and effect relationship, nor an exclusive
result of materialistic interactions between social groups. Sometimes, history manifests
a spirit that transcends human reason and that can shape the identity of nations as well
as the rise and fall of civilizations. When history evolves from a list of sequential,
mechanical, progressive facts into an idealistic, ideological, and mythic notion it be-
comes metahistory. Metahistory considers historical events as immutable values and
ideal manifestations that transcend history and that remain in the collective memory
of nations. As such, it deprives history of its status as a core of factual truth, pivots on
narrative as the substance of historicity, and intertwines history with ideology and rhet-
oric." When historical events transform into metahistorical, a nation forges its identity
and its Weltanschauung around them, using them as lenses to describe the surrounding
reality, to relate to other nations, and to study the evolution of civilizations. In other
words, metahistorical events persist in one nation’s consciousness — and subconscious-
ness — beyond their concrete unfolding, as part of the folk’s collective memory.
Metahistory is based upon what may be called the “mythology of dates”. Chrono-
logical dates are perceived as historical moments that mark the cornerstone for the birth
of a nation, the emergence of a civilization, or the outbreak of a revolution. In 1936,
during one of his speeches to the vast crowds, the Italian dictator Benito Mussolini stated
that the year 1915 — when Italy entered World War One — represented the crucial year
for the history of the Italian people that may be equalled to the years 476 (the demise
of the Western Roman Empire), 1492 (the discovery of the Americas), and 1815 (the
European Restoration after Napoleon’s defeat): this represented a typical example of
transformation of historical dates into idealistic metahistorical narratives and rhetorical
devices. Metahistorical narratives are common to all nations and often commemorate
the core events of a civilization: for example, the Protestant Reformation (1517) for
Germany, the Glorious Revolution (1689) for England, the American Revolutionary

' White, Metahistory.
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War (1775-1783) for the United States, the French Revolution (1789) for France, and
the Bolshevik Revolution (1917) for Russia.

Oftentimes, nations refer to metahistorical dates that describe a decisive battle
that affected, for the good or the bad, their evolution or survival. Marathon (490 BC),
Teutoburg Forest (9), Chalons (451), Poitiers (732), Lechfeld (955), Hastings (1066),
Liegnitz (1241), Tannenberg (1410), Orléans (1429), Constantinople (1453), Mohacs
(1526), Lepanto (1571), the Spanish Armada defeat (1588), Vienna (1683), Poltava
(1709), Lexington (1775), Trafalgar (1805), Leipzig (1813), Waterloo (1815), Sedan
(1870), Vittorio Veneto (1918), Stalingrad (1943) are just few examples. Each of these
battles implied either the fulfilment of a nation’s independence or unification, the as-
surance of a nation’s survival, the rise of a great empire and the decrease of another,
or a national catastrophe. In this sense, battles — both when they are won or lost — are
the clearest example of metahistorical events capable of creating national identity and
collective memory.

Through the examples of Georgia, Russia, and Serbia, this article wishes to in-
vestigate the role of metahistorical events, specifically military campaigns that culmi-
nate in decisive battles, as instruments for shaping the national identity and collective
memory of nations. Moreover, it attempts to highlight how in contemporary history
metahistorical events have been exploited by socio-political elites to rally their political
agenda. Since battles are in itself violent manifestations of political clashes that imply
death, sorrow, and mourning, they are particularly effective in stirring the people’s
emotions, which can be used as catalysers for political mobilisation. This is the reason
why metahistory often does not keep an important event in the realm of historiography,
literature, or folklore, but exploits it for recurring claims and revindications associated
to the spheres of coeval politics and geopolitics.

The article is divided as follows. A first introduction will review the scholarly
debate in social sciences dealing with national identity and historical consciousness,
describing the core anthropological aspects that characterize a social group as a “na-
tion”, and will highlight the role of metahistorical events as key parameters to assess
the construction of peoples’ collective memory. The main part of the contribution will
focus on three cases, namely the battle of Didgori for Georgia, the battle of Lake Peipus
for Russia, the battle of Kosovo Polje for Serbia. Specifically, these sections will high-
light how the three battles have decisively wrought the national identity and collective
memory of Georgians, Russians, and Serbs. Particularly, they will focus on the com-
parative value given by the results of the battles: with two cases resulting in victory and
one in a draw, but all celebrated as a time of a higher victory of God and of the destiny
of the Nation. Through this point of view, these sections highlight the ethno-symbolist
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meanings of these battles and how they have been propagandised by the modern and
contemporary national narrative. Finally, the conclusion will recapitulate the impor-
tance of these metahistorical events, underlining their specific coeval interpretation and
how they still stimulate a debate about nation and identity, the West versus the East,
religious extremism, and the clash of civilizations.

National identity and historical consciousness: An overview

What is national identity? The question has fuelled endless debates among social scien-
tists. In order to understand what national identity entails, the concepts of “nation” and
“identity” need to be briefly examined.

First, let us consider the latter concept. In sociology and anthropology, the con-
cept of identity refers to the perception that an individual has of himself, both at a
personal and societal level, making him unique and distinctive. The anthropology of
identity has been divided into ethnic identity, which refers to a shared ancestry or fic-
tive kinship, and culture identity, which describes shared representations, norms, and
practices.! An attempt to define ethnic identity was carried out by two main scholar-
ly debates. The first pivoted on the interpretation given by primordialism and instru-
mentalism. According to primordialism, ethnic identity is deeply rooted in collective
experiences that shape a group’s historical evolution, are self-sustaining, and are not
dependent on falsification by individuals.? On the contrary, instrumentalism believes
that ethnic identity rose as a consequence of manipulation by political entrepreneurs
seeking political gains.* The second debate hinged on the contraposition between con-
structivism and essentialism and questioned whether ethnic and national communities
were the result of a conscious creation or whether they developed spontaneously out of
pre-existing communities. A strand of scholars* argued the importance of pre-existing
ethnicities in a modern context for the development of ethnic identities, while another
believed ethnicities and nations to be entirely modern creations forged by the industrial
civilization and the modern, Westphalian state.” Some scholars who promoted the an-
thropology of identity not only focused on the political-ideological aspects but attemp-
ted to understand the deep ontological soul of identities.®

Eriksen, Ethnic Identity, p. 43.

Geertz, The Interpretation of Cultures.

Cohen, Custom and Politics in Africa; Cohen, Two-dimensional Man.
Smith, The Ethnic Origins of Nations; Smith, National Identity.
Gellner, Nations and Nationalism; Gellner, Nationalism.
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Second, the term nation — which derives from the Latin word “natio”, meaning
birth, folk, tribe, or kinship — refers to a community of individuals who share certain
characteristics such as geographic location, culture, language, religion, history, tradi-
tions, ethnicity and possibly statehood. National consciousness is also crucial for the
detection of a nation. Smith defines a nation “a named human population sharing a
historic territory, common myths and historical memories, a mass, public culture, a
common economy and common legal rights and duties for all members”.! Likewise,
Gellner? defines a nation as an ethnic group who either controls a state or who have
leaders that aim at doing so. Instead, Anderson disconnects the abstract imagined com-
munity of the nation from a particular ethnic group.’> Moreover, Boas* acknowledges
that nations emerged throughout history and did not exist from time immemorial, nor
do they represent a community of racial descent. When exploited by demagoguery,
the ideas of nation and ethnos may become the political reification or construction of
a form of authorized version of culture, establishing artificial boundaries, moulding
the past to fit contemporary needs, inventing traditions to guarantee a sense of conti-
nuity with the past, and nurturing ideologists and politicians who build their agenda
on national chauvinism, ethnic contraposition, and xenophobic attitudes.’ Today, the
debate around nationhood grounds on four main arguments: there exists a complex
relationship between ethnicity and culture; ethnicity characterizes two or more groups,
never one single group; ethnicity represents the durable and systematic message of
cultural differences among groups; and ethnicity is contingent on a situation and not
inherent.® Recent history has demonstrated, like in the cases of the Yugoslav wars or in
the Rwandan genocide, that ethnic affiliation may represent the core aspect to explain
the outbreak of civil conflicts. However, even if ignited by ethnonational justifications,
most civil conflicts present similar features, including competition over scarce resourc-
es and the narrative of greed and grievance.” This suggests that ethnic affiliation trig-
gers feelings of hatred that are rooted in deeper socioeconomic cleavages. Although
most ethnic conflicts are fought over resources that are perceived as scarce — territory,
political representativeness, or socioeconomic status —, they all appeal to collective
identities based on notions of kinship, historical-geographical traditions, or religious
worship. Many studies have attempted to explain the historical origins of nationhood,

Smith, National Identity, p. 14.
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underscoring the importance of state centralization, prolonged warfare, standardisation
of vernacular languages, the diffusion of mass literacy, the spread of the press, and the
state-sponsored educational system for the development of the concept.!

Therefore, national identity is the combination of the concepts of nationhood
and anthropological identity. Specifically, national identity refers to the concept of na-
tionality, i.e., the idea that a group of people who share some common features form a
nation and to the intensity of an individual’s attachment to his respective nation. In this
sense, national identity represents a synonym of nationality? and nationality embodies
an identity that implies historical continuity.> National identity, which pivots on the
collective sentiment of a nation, has been defined as “the maintenance and continuous
reproduction of the patterns of values, symbols, memories, myths and traditions that
compose the distinctive heritage of nations, and the identifications of individuals with
that particular heritage and those values, symbols, memories, myths and traditions”.*
Another definition describes it as “a collective sentiment based upon the belief of be-
longing to the same nation and of sharing most attributes that make it distinct from
other nations”.® For some, national identity makes a group believe to have some com-
mon features,® while others focus on how it contributes to shaping national languages.’
According to Hobsbawm, national linguistic homogeneity in multi-ethnic and plurilin-
gual polities can be obtained only through mass compulsion, expulsion, or genocide:
for instance, Poland could standardize the Polish language only because its Germans
were expelled to the West, its Lithuanians, Byelorussians, and Ukrainians detached to
the Soviet Union in the East, and its Jews slaughtered.® Whereas for ethno-symbolists
national identity is conceived as rooted in premodern ethnic and religious affiliations,’
for modernists it represents a product of modernity.!® In other words, ethno-symbo-
lism believes in a cultural continuity between traditional and modern expressions of
national identities, while modernism highlights the structural disjointedness, arguing
that no national identity existed prior to the modern era. At the same time, empiricists
define national identity through empirical evidence stemming from large-scale surveys

' Breuilly, Nationalism and the State; Mann, The Sources of Social Power.
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conducted among a population,! while interpretivists try to grasp national identity in
everyday behaviour.? Moreover, a strand of the literature believes that there is little evi-
dence to prove the existence of national identities, whether before or after modernity.’
However, the appeals to preserve and safeguard an authentic national identity is often
the expression of specific ideological discourses.* National identity can easily ignite
the ideology of nationalism, which is nurtured by phenomena like religious, linguis-
tic, ethnic, or historical affiliation. Unlike national identity, nationalism represents an
ideological doctrine and practice whose “presence, intensity and prevalence can be
corroborated empirically”.’ Furthermore, nationalism is a relatively recent phenome-
non since it required the growth of modern and powerful states for its affirmation, like
the examples of pan-Germanism, pan-Slavism, or pan-Americanism show vis-a-vis,
respectively, Germany, Russia, and the United States.® The philosophy of nationalism
rests upon several assumptions like the idea that the world is naturally divided into
nations with unique features, that nations are the core of political power, that nations
offer independence and freedom to humans, that international and domestic peace can
be achieved only through the self-determination of nations, and that nations can only be
fulfilled in sovereign nation-states.” In this regard, nation-states embody political enti-
ties represented by an ethnically, culturally, and linguistically homogenous population.®
As an ideological thrust that idealizes nationhood, nationalism expropriates individual
identity transferring it to an abstract collective bond by some similar features.” Conse-
quently, ideologies like cosmopolitanism or internationalism — be it liberal or Marxist
— are perceived as deadly threats to national collective identity since they promote
unpatriotic attitudes and miscegenation.

Finally, historical consciousness represents the understanding of the temporality
of historical experience or how past, present and future are thought to be connected in
the unfolding of a nation’s evolution.'® The spirit of historical consciousness does not
rest upon the mere remembrance and transmission of the past but in the way people
interpret the present. In other words, historical consciousness exceeds the exclusive
preoccupation with what occurred in the past becoming history, using this knowledge

' Coakley, National Identity; McCrone (et al.), Who are We?; Smith, Kim, National Pride.
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king of English National Identity.
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as an element in shaping the thoughts and actions that determine the present and the
future. As a practice that is not confined to mere retrospective contemplation, historical
consciousness draws conclusions from the past to set the goals of the future, creating
a crucial interdependence with political action. Political action deriving from histori-
cal consciousness is never exclusively undertaken by individuals, but by the unending
governmental apparatus that pursues a country’s “grand strategy”. However, historical
consciousness is always deeply influenced by the national, social, and political groups
in which it is conceived through collective memory. Moreover, historical conscious-
ness can inspire politicians to seek the need for change,' or it can encourage them to
pursue a specific political agenda. When combined with national identity, historical
consciousness is wrought by some notable features such as images of past sufferings
and injustice — e.g., the Balkan peoples’ rhetoric of sorrow under the Ottoman rule
—, the evocation of personal experiences to describe past events — e.g., a Frenchman
stating today “We lost in 1815” —, the contraposition between indigenous settlers and
allogenous invaders — e.g., the European first-comers vis-a-vis the Oriental, Ural-Altaic
nomadic invaders of Europe, from Attila to Genghis Khan —, the reduction of social
complexity to simplistic psychological formulas like the creation of the figure of a
historical “enemy” — e.g. the Austrians for the Italians, the Germans for the French, the
French for the English, the Russians for the Poles, and the Turks for the Greeks. Ulti-
mately, historical consciousness creates the collective memory of a nation, which often
is constituted by the remembrance of wars, battles, revolutions, invasions, or struggles
for independence and freedom.

The battle of Didgori and the role
of religious nationalism in Georgia

The Battle of Didgori (1121) was fought between the armies of the Kingdom of Geor-
gia and the Seljuk Empire in Didgori, forty kilometres southwest of Tbilisi. The battle
ended with a decisive victory of King David IV of Georgia over the invading Seljuk
army led by Ilghazi and the subsequent reconquest of Tbilisi, which had remained in
the hands of the Muslims for centuries and which became the capital of the Georgian
kingdom. The victory at Didgori ushered Georgia’s medieval “Golden Age” and is
celebrated in Georgian chronicles as a “miraculous victory”, while modern Georgians
continue to remember the event every September in a festival known as Didgoroba
[the Day of Didgori].*> The Kingdom of Georgia had been a tributary of the Seljuk

' Schieder, The Role of Historical Consciousness.

2 Suny, The Making of the Georgian Nation, p. 36.
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Empire since the 1080s; however, in the 1090s the dynamic Georgian king David IV,
taking advantage of the internal tensions of the Seljuk nation and the success of Wes-
tern Europeans in the First Crusade, managed to establish a relatively strong monarchy
and to reorganize his army in order to reconquer the lost Georgian lands and to expel
the Turks. David revoked the tribute to the Seljuks in 1096, put an end to the seasonal
migrations of Turks to Georgia, and retrieved various important fortresses in a series
of campaigns from 1103 to 1118. Nonetheless, his main objective was the reconquest
of Thilisi, an ancient Georgian city that had been under the Muslim rule for over four
centuries. The resurgent Georgian military energy led to a coordinated response from
Muslims, who sent a combined army deployed near Didgori and Manglisi in mid-Au-
gust 1121. The number of combatants as well as the course of the battle are described
differently in contemporary historical reports. The strength of the Seljuk army varies
from 200,000 to 600,000 units depending on Turkish, Georgian, Armenian, or Euro-
pean medieval sources. King David’s army, composed by Georgians, Kipchaks and
Alans, has traditionally been estimated at 55,000 men. After three hours of rough bat-
tle, the Seljuk troops were completely overwhelmed and forced to flee, leaving large
quantities of spoils and prisoners to the victors. Due to the difference in the number
of forces involved and the alleged invincibility of the Turks, the Georgians defined the
battle as dzlevai sakvirveli [miraculous victory]. After the victory, king David moved
relentlessly against the remaining strongholds of Muslim resistance and the following
year, in 1122, he conquered Tbilisi, definitively expelling the Turks from Georgia, and
expanding his sphere of influence up to Armenia.

Georgian identity began to shape from the first Georgian states in the first millen-
nium BC up to the ninth century AD. Whereas language was the initial feature that con-
tributed to create Georgian identity, the conversion to Christianity already in the fourth
century AD imprinted indelibly Georgian national character. In modern times, the bat-
tle of Didgori has been transformed into a metahistorical event, moulding Georgian
national identity and collective memory. Specifically, the battle has been interpreted in
a nationalistic sense as the example of a crusade for the liberation and independence of
the Georgian people from foreign, alien domination. What is crucial is that Georgian
freedom could be achieved only through a religious war between Christendom and Is-
lam, thus offering the base for connecting religion and nationhood in Georgia. In other
words, the battle served the purpose of linking Georgian national identity and Georgian
nationalism to the Christian Orthodox faith: in this sense, Georgian nationalism is a
typical example of religious nationalism.

71



Today, to be Georgian means essentially to be a Christian Orthodox: “Geor-
gianness” lies in “being Orthodox”.! Georgian national consciousness, which reveals
itself in art, literature, and traditions, is significantly reliant on language and a sense of
homeland, nor could the period of Marxist-Leninist rule replace it with the principles
of socialist realism.” Nationalism first appeared in Georgia in the second half of the
nineteenth century thanks to intellectuals like Ilia Chavchavadze and it was initially
directed against Russian imperial rule. Later, in the twentieth century, the main thrust
of Georgian nationalism was the opposition towards the Soviet Union, the communist
ideology, and Marxist atheism. Finally, between the 1980s and early 1990s, Georgian
nationalism transformed into the movement for national independence.’ It is interes-
ting to highlight that when it first appeared Georgian nationalism represented a secular
ideology aimed at emancipating Georgia from Russian imperial rule, and not a form of
religious nationalism, as it turned to be after the dissolution of the Soviet Union.*

Contemporary Georgian nationalism can be interpreted not only as religious but
also as a typical example of ethnic nationalism. Ethnic nationalism is characterized by
particularism and exclusivism, and is based on the principles of blood, kinship, and
descent.” Unlike Ukraine or Kazakhstan, whose post-Soviet nationalistic manifesta-
tions have been considered examples of “civic nationalism”, Georgia has expressed,
like Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia, a typical form of ethnic nationalism.® This kind
of nationalism was the major factor that fostered the eruption of ethnopolitical strives
in Abkhazia and South Ossetia and finds its origins in the response to Soviet socialist
internationalism, which managed for a while to overcome ethnonationalism in the eth-
nically multifaceted Caucasus. Specifically, current Georgian nationalism represents
a strand of ethnic nationalism, namely religious nationalism. Religious nationalism is
somewhat typical of societies in which secular ties have begun to crumble, like in the
post-Soviet and post-colonial environments, where individuals have turned to ethni-
city and religion to ground social identities and political loyalties.” Typically, religious
nationalism presents a two-fold essence: religious fundamentalism and xenophobic na-
tionalism. Put simply, religious nationalism comprises nationalism characterized by
shades of religiosity. In this context, the Georgian Orthodox Church plays a pivotal
role. Most Georgians view their church and patriarch as the most trustworthy institution
in Georgia. Although the 2002 constitutional agreement separates state and church and
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guarantees religious freedom, the Georgian Church enjoys a privileged status. It often
acts as a mediator for the neutralization of socio-political tensions. Post-soviet Geor-
gian society still bears a troublesome relation between religiousness and democratic
values and tolerance. Orthodox religious identity is still perceived as the precondition
for belonging to the ethnic Georgian nation.' This does not surprise when considering
that the Orthodox Church has been for centuries the most influential institution of Geor-
gian society, safeguarding its identity from overwhelming neighbouring nations that
professed Islam. In this sense, similarly to Armenians, the Christian faith saved Geor-
gians from being assimilated by the Islamic world. Indeed, the historical legacy and
the role of Orthodoxy in the Georgians’ self-identification as a nation helped Georgian
society to overcome the identity crisis experienced in the aftermath of the demise of the
Soviet Union. Today, the Georgian Church is not only an important social institution,
but also a prominent centre of power projection, nourished by the authority and trust
that enjoys among the nation. What is crucial is that Orthodoxy is not only viewed as
a religion, but as a full-fledged national ideology. Georgian Orthodoxy is national in
the sense that, being autocephalous, it represents the Church of the Georgian nation.
In conclusion, religious nationalism plays the important role of connecting church and
state in Georgia through a nationalistic discourse, with thorough implications for poli-
tical institutions and civil society.

The battle of Lake Peipus, Russian patriotism,
and the myth of the salvation of Mother Russia

The battle of Lake Peipus (1242) was fought near the current border between Russia
and Estonia between the troops of the Principality of Novgorod led by prince Aleksandr
Nevsky against the Knights of the Teutonic Order and their Livonian and Danish allies.
The decline of Kievan Rus’ dominance in the second half of the twelfth century was
followed by the Mongol invasion of Russia in the first half of the thirteenth. Despite the
constant pressures of neighbouring peoples, some Russian states gradually managed
to acquire a scale of autonomy, among which the most important was the Principality
of Novgorod. Located in the north-west of Russia and bordering with the Kingdom
of Sweden and the Teutonic Order, its territory had been only partially ravaged by the
Mongols. Novgorod’s wealth relied on its commercial power due to the trade routes
that crossed its territory, which connected the Baltic and the White Sea with Kiev and
Constantinople. In 1240, Sweden, which was competing with Novgorod for political
and cultural dominance in Finland, occupied Ingria, putting the trade routes of the city
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at risk. Under the command of Aleksandr Yaroslavich, prince of Novgorod, the Russian
forces managed to defeat the Swedes in the battle of the Neva, a clash that attributed
to the Russian prince the nickname “Nevsky”. In the autumn of 1240, after that the
Mongol invasions had undermined the might of the Russian states, the Knights of the
Teutonic Order and their allied forces attacked and occupied Pskov and Izborsk, cities
under the control of Novgorod. However, during the campaign of 1241, Aleksandr
Nevsky, who was appointed as commander of the Russian forces, managed to retake
Pskov from the crusaders. In April of 1242, Aleksandr annihilated the invaders at the
battle of the Lake Peipus, also known as the “Battle on the Ice”. Some claim that, after
the defeat, the fleeing Teutonic Knights fell through the ice of the frozen lake due to the
weight of their armours and drowned altogether, although it is likely that this detail was
added later for adding a dramatic effect to the story.! The defeat of the Teutonic Knights
and their allies by the forces of Novgorod ended the phase of the Northern Crusades
in which Catholic forces attempted to subjugate, around 1240, the territories inhabited
by Orthodox Slavs and pagan Finns and Balts in eastern Estonia. More importantly, it
guaranteed the independence of the Principality of Novgorod and, in perspective, that
of Russia.

Like the battle of Didgori, the battle of Lake Peipus was also transformed into a
metahistorical event safeguarded by Russian collective memory. In modernity, the me-
ta-historization of the event was reinvigorated especially by the 1938 movie Aleksandr
Nevskij by Sergei Eisenstein. The film, a propaganda work of Soviet cinema, shows
the clash between the Teutonic Crusaders supported by the Church of Rome and the
Russians from a Marxist-Leninist perspective, that is as a clash between a subjugated
proletarian mass led by a fearless hero, compared by the director to Stalin himself,?
opposed to ruthless, imperialist conquerors. Eisenstein’s movie was an obvious recall
to the role of Germany in World War One, depicting the Germans as warlike Wes-
tern invaders that have continuously attempted to subjugate Russia throughout history.
Aleksandr’s final speech invites anyone to come to Russia, as long as they do so in
peace and not with manias of conquest, with a clear allusion to Nazi Germany, with its
anti-communist agenda and its eastward expansion projects. Even if in the following
year the Molotov-Ribbentrop non-aggression pact would be signed, the movie appears
as a gloomy omen when considering that only three years after its release Germany
would yet again invade Russia. In this respect, the battle of Stalingrad in 1942-3 would
become the “new” battle of the Lake Peipus.

' Anderson, The Teutonic Order Kept at Bay, p. 33.
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Aleksandr Nevsky’s victory against the Teutonic Knights has been a recurrent
theme during the Nazi invasion of Russia, or Great Patriotic War. Stalin’s speech
on 7 November 1941 marked the start of the Soviet resistance against the invading
“German brigands” and incited the Soviet people to be inspired by Aleksandr Nevsky,
among other key figures of Russian history, in contrasting the enemy. For the Russian
mentality, the ultimate victory was not attributable to the Red Army, but rather to the
narod [people] as a whole.! Victory was not ensured by Stalin or Zhukov, but rather by
the heroic deeds of millions of people. The Russian people were at war not to defend
Stalin, but what was dearest to them, that is Matushka Rossiya [Mother Russia].?

In this context, Russian nationalism has less to do with ethnicity or linguistics
and much more with patriotism. Russian patriotism is built upon a recurrent theme:
the salvation of the Russian motherland from foreign invaders. The idea of invaders
that wish to violate and subjugate the Russian territory has created the myth of the
salvation of “Mother Russia” from oppressors. Historically, this myth was nurtured by
several foreign invasions, including the Mongol, the Teutonic, the Polish, the Swedish,
the Napoleonic, the Wilhelmine, and the Hitlerite. Russian national patriotism depicts
Russia as a defensive, peaceful country that is constantly attacked by aggressive, inter-
ventionist populations. The idea of a peaceful Russia that suffers from unprovoked fo-
reign invasions is closely connected to the idea of “Russian Soul”.? The “Russian Soul”
would shape the nature of Russian people, characterizing them by a kind-hearted and
hospitable nature. However, when the motherland is attacked, this “Soul” would stimu-
late Russians to wage war in defence of their homeland in a last man standing effort.

In conclusion, the battle of Lake Peipus has become a metahistorical collective
memory. Whenever the Russians are or feel threatened by a foreign power, they recall
the heroic deeds of Aleksandr Nevsky in combating and defeating the invading ene-
mies. As metahistorical event, this battle has been transformed in a myth that — also
thanks to Soviet cinematic propaganda — can mobilize millions of Russians in defence
of their country. This is also the case of contemporary Russia under Vladimir Putin’s
government, a country deeply influenced by patriotism and conservatism that takes into
high consideration historical consciousness and collective memory.

' Bouchard, Coming Out of Hibernation, p. 156.
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The battle of Kosovo Polje and
the metahistorical lore of Serbian martyrdom

The battle of Kosovo Polje (1389) is perhaps the most symbolic and iconic event in
the history of the Balkans, comparable, at least for the Serbs, to the sacrifice of the
Spartans at Thermopylae. The event concurred markedly in shaping the Serbian na-
tionhood, a crusade mentality, and the Serbs’ self-styled role as Europe’s protectors.'
Unlike Didgori and Lake Peipus, this battle represented in the best scenario a draw and
in the worst a defeat. Better said, it represented a draw in the short term, but a defeat
in the long since it allowed the Ottoman expansion into the Balkans, which would be
halted only at Vienna in 1529 and, again, in 1683. During the fourteenth century, under
the leadership of sultan Murad I, who reigned from 1359 to 1389, the Turks began a
massive conquest of the Balkans, conquering one region after another. During the late
Middle Ages, the Kosovo plain represented one of the most important crossroads of
the Balkans and a valuable base for further expansions, making it an enviable target
for sultan Murad.? On 15 June 1389, Vidovdan [Saint Vitus’s Day] according to the
Julian calendar, the Christian army made up of a coalition of Serbs, Bosnians, and Al-
banians commanded by the Serbian knez [prince] Lazar Hrebelyanovic confronted the
mighty Ottoman forces. The troops of the Serbian coalition numbered around 25,000
men, while the Ottoman army around 50,000. The battle began with the advance of
the Serbian cavalry, which destroyed the Ottoman left wing. The troops commanded
by Vuk Brankovic also succeeded in annihilating the right wing of the adversaries, but
the Ottomans were finally joined by conspicuous reinforcements and thus were able
to defeat the opposing militias, tired and inferior in number. Almost all the Serbian
nobility was exterminated on the spot together with knez Lazar. However, during the
battle, the Serbian nobleman Milos Obilic managed to kill sultan Murad with a decep-
tion. After Murad’s death, his son Bayezid I continued the Ottoman expansion into the
Balkans and south-eastern Europe. Notwithstanding, the Kingdom of Serbia managed
to survive for another century before finally falling under Turkish rule. Both armies
suffered heavy losses, but for Serbia the outcome was catastrophic: a massive number
of Serbian knights was slain, and the country saw most of its political and military elite
disappear.

The myth of the battle of Kosovo Polje transcends the historical event itself, per-
sonifying the paramount example of metahistorical experience around which Serbian
identity, collective memory, and nationalism have been wrought. Typically, Serbian
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nationalism is based on an ethnic interpretation of the history of the Balkans that con-
temporizes the past and historicizes the present through stories, symbols, and myths.!
In this context, Kosovo Polje exemplifies a sort of “prism” through which Serbs inter-
pret history, peoples, events and through which political mobilization and nationalist
action is prompted.” Even today, the role of Kosovo Polje in the Serbian nationalist
discourse is usually to provoke anti-Muslim and anti-NATO sentiments and to carry
out Serbian irredentist or revisionist claims in the Balkans. The myth of Kosovo Polje,
introduced in Serbian lore and traditions since the battle, shaped Serbian identity with
the themes of victimization, violent struggle, justified revenge, and sacrifice for the
national cause.’ The cult of Kosovo coincides with a Serbian self-identification with
the themes of death, sacrifice, martyrdom, religion, and heroic deeds. The themes of
agony and victimhood that characterize Serbian identity recall similar examples, like
for instance the Armenian Genocide and the Jewish Holocaust. Moreover, Vidovdan,
the specific day when the battle occurred — 15 June for the Julian calendar, 28 June for
the Gregorian — has become a recurrent crucial date throughout Serbian history: for in-
stance, the Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria was assassinated by Gavrilo Princip to
put an end to the Austro-Hungarian rule in Bosnia-Herzegovina on Vidovdan (28 June
1914). Other important events connected with the history of Yugoslavia occurred on
Vidovdan, like the emanation of the constitution of the Yugoslav state of the Kingdom
of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes (1921), the expulsion of Yugoslavia by Stalin from
the Eastern Bloc (1948), the outbreak of the Yugoslav wars (1991), and the surrender-
ing of Slobodan Milosevic to the authorities of the Hague (2001). Indeed, after Kosovo
Polje, Vidovdan became for the Serbs the day of heroism and sacrifice that defined
Serbian cultural identity.

If deprived of its religious component, Serbian nationalism would lose a major
part of its inherent character. Thus, Serbian nationalism fostered by Kosovo Polje rep-
resents yet another example of religious nationalism — like in the case of the Croatian
and the Bosnian. Basically, since Serbs, Croats, and Bosniaks speak a variant of the
same language — Serbo-Croatian — the core feature that defines their identity is the reli-
gious affiliation, which is, respectively, Orthodox, Catholic, and Islamic. As a holy land
ravaged and violated by infidels, Kosovo is viewed in religious, eschatological terms
and is compared to the Passion and Death of the Christ, waiting for the Resurrection.
For instance, Emmert describes Kosovo Polje as the “Golgotha” of the Serbian nation,
that is the place of suffering and agony like the hill where Jesus suffered on the Cross.*

Bieber, Nationalist Mobilization, p. 98.
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In this sense, Kosovo is more than a geographical region, but it resembles the Christ
himself. After 1389, the idea of the “Passion of Kosovo” created a typical psychology
of suffering in the Serbian mindset, nurtured by the Serbian Orthodox Church. Since
the battle, the church and the clergy have cultivated Serbian collective memory through
sermons, teachings, and the sanctification of prince Lazar, considered “#zar” and martyr
and sometimes portrayed in the icon while holding his severed head. Moreover, from
1346 to 1766, the seat of the patriarchate of the Serbian Orthodox Church was in Koso-
vo, a land filled with Orthodox monasteries and churches — as Kosovo-Metohija, the
former name of the region, illustrates. Being inherently religious, the Kosovo myth has
been also named “Kosovo Covenant”, referring to the idea that prince Lazar decided
to sacrifice on the battlefield in order to gain the kingdom of heaven for the Serbian
nation.'

The myth of Kosovo Polje played a special role in the 1990s during the breakup
of Yugoslavia, where it has been massively exploited by Serbs for political purposes to
contrast Bosniaks, Albanians, and, to a lesser extent, Croats. On the Vidovdan of 1989,
Milosevic hold a speech at the Gazimestan — the memorial site commemorating the
battle of Kosovo Poljie —where he did not exclude the possibility of armed battles in
the future of Serbia’s national development. General Ratko Mladic — one of the noto-
rious perpetrators of the siege of Sarajevo and of the Srebrenica massacre — identified
himself as Prince Lazar and the Bosnian Serbs as the Serbs who fought in 1389.2 Both
Radovan Karadzic and Mladic considered the war in Bosnia as the moment of revenge
against the “Turks”. The military operations conducted by him against the Muslim Bos-
niaks follow a narrative of vengeance and retaliation in the emotive context of Serbian
metahistorical Kosovo Polje myth. The war in Bosnia in the attempt to forge a Greater
Serbia was no common civil war but represented the final showdown to avenge 1389.
Similarly, the war in Kosovo exemplified the re-enactment of the battle, where a small-
er number of Christian Serbs was confronting the countless ranks of Muslim Albanians,
like they did with the Turks in the past — although, ironically, in the battle of Kosovo
Polje Albanians fought along with the Serbs. Despite NATO’s intervention and the 2008
unilateral proclamation of independence, Serbia still claims the full sovereignty over
Kosovo, which is seen as the core of the historical Serbian state and the historical see
of the Serbian patriarchate. In contrast, Albanians claim to enjoy territorial rights over
Kosovo maintaining that, as descendants of the Illyrians, they inhabited the Kosovar
area — at the time, Dardania — long before the Serbs’ arrival in the sixth century.’

' Malcolm, Kosovo.
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Conclusion

The battles of Didgori, Lake Peipus, and Kosovo Polje represented a turning point for
the history and collective memory of three great nations. If Georgia would have lost,
the Muslim rule over the country would have probably lasted much longer, Tbilisi
could not be turned into the Georgian capital, and Georgian national identity shaped
on religious affiliation would have perhaps disappeared. Maybe, without the victo-
ry at Didgori the Georgians would have converted to Islam, as occurred for many of
them in the Ajaria region. Likewise, if Novgorod would have fallen under the rule
of the Germans, the rise of the Russian nation might have been completely compro-
mised. It is almost unimaginable to think how Russian history would have developed
if the Teutonic Order would have converted the Russians to the Roman Catholic faith.
At the same time, the defeat of the “western front” allowed Russian principalities to
concentrate forces against the Mongols and eventually permitted the rise of Muscovy.
Finally, if Kosovo Polje would not have occurred Serbian nationalism, with its typical
anti-Muslim narrative, would perhaps not have developed. One can speculate whether,
without Kosovo Polje, a Srebrenica would have taken place. The anti-Islamic terrorist
attack conducted in 2019 in Christchurch, New Zealand was carried out by an extremist
who displayed on his rifle, among others, the name “Milos Obilic”, the killer of sultan
Murad at Kosovo Polje.

After nine hundred years, the battle of Didgori still re-echoes in the collective
memory of the Georgian nation. In contemporary Georgian debate, Didgori can be
interpreted through novel lenses. Following an ethnonationalist discourse, most Geor-
gians can reinterpret it as the struggle against a new invader, namely Russia, who in
2008 intervened in Abkhazia and South Ossetia, promoting the breakaway of the two
regions. In this sense, since Didgori exemplifies the symbol of Georgian national and
territorial unity, after the year 2008 its commemoration bears, in geopolitical terms, a
clear anti-Russian character.

Instead, in the Russian case, Lake Peipus can be understood today as a new po-
tential clash between the West — exemplified by NATO — and Russia. After the 2004
NATO enlargement, which involved former Soviet states in the Baltic, Moscow views
the Alliance as the “new Western coalition of the Teutonic Knights” that threatens Rus-
sia’s independence and survival. Through these lenses, NATO would represent the ul-
timate invading threat of the Russian space, against which Russian patriotism is ready
to respond with the same vigour performed by Aleksandr Nevsky eight hundred years
ago. To avoid this unpleasant scenario, NATO should put an end to its endless expan-
sion towards the post-Soviet space, menacing Moscow’s vital interests, aiming to the

79



neutralization — not integration — of countries contiguous to the respective spheres of
influence, while Russia should renounce to the typical siege mentality based on the
belief that other countries are constantly ready to invade its territory and build instead
closer ties with fundamental partners like the EU and, after all, also NATO.

Finally, the meaning of Kosovo Polje in Serbian current debate affects the vision
that Belgrade bears vis-a-vis important topics, including the potential accession of Ser-
bia into the EU, as well as its troublesome relations towards the newly born Kosovar
republic. The Serbian leadership has the power to choose whether to rely on an histori-
cal interpretation of modern politics, grounded on intolerant nationalist sentiments and
a revanchist narrative, or to adapt to the new status quo, manifesting a constructive ap-
proach towards neighbouring countries after the Balkan nightmare of the 1990s. Still,
the issue of Kosovo should be eventually solved through the participation of all actors
involved, including Belgrade, and should not be in any way exploited by Tirana as a
tool for implementing a Greater Albania, which would not be any better than a Greater
Serbia.

Indeed, the three battles and their metahistorical role incite debates about the
concepts of national identity and nationalism. They also pose infinite questions regard-
ing the struggle between the West and the East, the difficult dialogue among religions
and faiths, and the danger promoted by a clash of civilizations. To avoid present and fu-
ture conflicts, perhaps the wisest choice would be to deconstruct metahistorical events,
liberating them from the burden of political exploitation and chronological decontextu-
alization: in one word, making them “historical” again.”
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800730@0[)50536007) a3. 251-254,

mog5dy, bogemoggenem Vill bowz9b9do. 3menoBogm&o ob@mmns, ag. 68.

0dzo a3 113.

omabobns, mdamabob bosdommb ss@mlgdol ms@Gomobsmgal, a3. 10-12.
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5300350, LadoMmzgmmdn sModmmn 5@30bobEMms(300L MIMsmme dg-
dmegdol @Mmal momdsdy abGmmMomamognsdo bado gg@bos ogggmgds: VI
Loy 3mbol 1) obobyobo; 2) 30-0560 Brmgdo, Logdsfmggmmdan dn@mzeb gL
madgfMmdal dg8mama; 3) 70-0560 bemgdo.
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35633568930 Azgb g mommmagoy® Joagmdal.

3oMggem oado, sbsbndbsgns, Mm3, 33mggz0bolb eggytegbom 3ntgg-
gl gmgmabs, ©s gdbgmgbogomss, — oMsboMmaomm 30M39mbystimadl;
Lagbgdom gobosMgde mgmMEPMEE FMb Mobdglb dogf dgdmmogsdgdmm ©s
obgManem doamdsb: BaMmsommo Bystimgdn, bdnmsw gznsbogmo s, dgbe-
dmms, dgfyzbomng, oo smdsmmdbom, Lydogd@Ma, dgnEsmgdmow bs3-
mgd oMadamo s LObEMs, sMBsMSGNmmsb dgosmgdom; abBmMonl Gg-
3mbLbGANJ300bsL B0Dsbdgbmbormas ©d39yMEbmMo dmzemgbgdol msbsmMmyem
s 3Md-baMo@nmm Byommgdl. dgndmagdgmos oM aogobbgbmo o. dmgaggMadals
LGB — ,3MBdMS FGMMEgmMal bbb Jotomal badnbsm-3memnd gy
30000M90bg dombg (3mGs M3 goz0m, MoEasb gomg IX b-3wg Jsfoyyemo
baobBmEom Bysmmgdal Lobommds bgMomdym gd3b 0bggzL*.' o8 dbng Msd-
©9bsdg 13909b0 damBsMgmdss sMsdgmon Bystimagdals dbMog, dogmsd, 360-
Gogam asbboemasl, o¢bgdMngos, obobaz Ybos w©sgd399gdommb. Mabsjzat-
39005, BoMsGommo 30Mz39mbyscmmgdol bEvmo mammgdgmymazs o6 0dbgdmes
3535MNMgom0; Foo YBRMM, HMEYLE(3 SMo-boMoGogmon oMo g3593Lb. dogMad,
09gbs, Modmgbosis gb bobsdwmgdemyg LGs@nolb Lagsbl dggbgds, Ladgwbog-
e, hggbl aobzsmanmgdsdns s3] (3MEd Md-baMs@Gonmo 3nMggmbyscm.
5d0@m3, 33 6sdOMIdo Fonb(3, gabadmmom asws3byz0@go yzgms bafs@ogemo
Byomb ngbmmnmgds dmazgbonbs, yymommagds as393sb30mgdabs gdbgmebo-
MESE 3Md-baMo@nmm 30Mg9mbysmmgddy, s ab@mEommn dmgmagbgdal sm-
3965 LEMMg Jom Loggydzgmdy a39(39s.

dgomemmmaonmo  mgsmbabGobom, sbgzg, ©@bodzbol  woMbos, ™I
33 3Md-boMsGomo  3oMggmbystmgdom  bgmddmgsbgmmdbabs, Lsgombals
33emq30bab Azgbo  domobbdggs Bngdstmgor oMs 03 306Mm3zbgd0l dmdngdedy,
mdgmoz mdoeobol doMggmo sdofMs nym, sMsdg Lagstmggmmdo/mdoemalido
M0 5©d0bobGMa309mn abbEnGGgdabs oy dsmn ImJdgmgdal bsgge-
mg30lb  dogdo-sbomodbdg. MobsgzoMggmos, Mmdgmody 3oMggmbystimdo dmb-
Lgbogdmmao 030605 sbgzg 880Mmmdal EBLEOEYEOL MbgdMIsL sl mEgdl;

1

dmagafsdy, Jomoenal 3mmoBozamo ©o begosena@-93mbmdogaco gobgomomgds V-Vl
bomgmbggddo, asz. 97.
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3o ORANBIOST aYYM30698m03 s0bym YMAAMds s M3snsbms oYy sdsbosbos
babamogmb (396@Mamumo bgmabnymgdobash byisgbosl (3ommdos; Mvbos(s,
bato@omm abGmEomm Bysmmgdda LEMmosw badoMabdomm byMomos — 3GHm-
306300 5680b0gs (@Bl AMommgm Bobombsg BomBmamagbos xumbobo
— JoGonmon, dogemo smdmbagmagmo  LagoMoggemmmb 8603363@0)600)) dgngdbs
oMddms bagamgm gqL3sbboolb dgogase, Gmamm Labsmogmb asbyymagemo
babBomo, s sbgmee 3omas babl MRgdmes; sGdgdol dmJdgmgds Mggombdn 8d-
396 bamogsb 0bb3nMamgdnmos s bamogslb dogm domormma.! gogablgbmon
b. ®obsdosl 3mobogymo gob8sm@qds: ,@Bomabolb bssBamm (Lsdbgomm-sw0do-
BobBMo(30mma MMas6nda(308, MMBgmo(s, (339gdso Imsyemdom, Sdmbsg-
mgo badommggmmb anmobbdmdl ssdms dgmmdgmmdals d333) d9bogmgdo
0535330690 mns  sMdms bagMom babgmdbogmbmseb, bomogs@msb, s d
13965L369m0l gg3meay300L bagom sb3gd@dn Mbos nymb godndgdymo abyag,
MmgmMs asbbomymo bos oymb dgomm pMmogMmmdsdo mgom bLodstiom-
39emmb nbogsbo gobgomemgdal @qbwgb309d006%.2

5dM0as0, mdnemobol bssdommb 33mmg30bsol, 0dwgbse,  Medwgbows(s
Lagdamns VIl oy VIII b 360l 8ogmBatigmdsdy, 33mg3ob mdogd@lb Bomdmac-
396L s 3mmo@ngnmo ghmggma mdnenobolb bosdomm (56303 ddotomggmms
o) 8mbgmgms M0 ©0bsbBnom bocmseggdn), sMsdgm, oModoms Lobsmagmb,
396dmE, 3MmM3z0b(305 5MF0bnesl s@I0babGMszomo gfmgnmo; 8 gMmgemal
bomsggdn dasd dmbgmagl, Mwogbo smdsmmdom, me30063g 3dnMms gMdss;
35gM8 gb aym bamagslb 8mbgemg, s oo (bsbgzMem-)sdm300098gma 88ston-
39e0. dgbodedobow, dgadmads oMoy 3obodHmo mdoemabol bosdommdy
(0> 8abs bomoggdn degmd 03060%3) — x%96 3oegy Lobsmoxmb ©sdmsdogm
396omedo(s, 3oaMad sEMgMmo s a305bgmo  mdaemnbol bssdoGm domoasb
33980mE bs gs0dagbmb — Jomo ggm3mmo@ogndo dbgds 3Mabzndymoaw
a5bbbgagadamo agm. LEmGgo 530@m3d, Azgbo 6sdMmAol Lamsn@madn gsd3m@sbo-
mo Ggdnbo dMgysmagdda hogbznm — ,0domobol Lssdomm®.

Logogady, o@odms Bo@mbmds badommggenmdo, ag. 35-137.
®065d05, 5Modmds bogomoggmmdn, a3. 3.
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Lo 330603908, Mdoemabobs oy xMbsbal ddsmmggmo byyem 3oMgzgmo
00330 dmbgmal, sMsdn 5dofMsl gobosmdabs ©s bgmdol awagbol dgdmbgggsda,
353039000 3000935(3, 000mbol LasdoMm 01 MMENESL osMbs. dogmsd, Msd-
b MgomabBmmos mdormobol, KxMMDobal doMggmo sdofsl gobsmdal wac-
39657 a. 3mabobosl Ladsmmosba dgbndzbom, ,yzgmody sMgMmn (36mdgdo
»domabol sdofsms dgbobgd agbzwgds mm bgfommdbom dgamdn. gbgbos [...]
sen-dma3ol ‘adymmdsms bogbo’ (IX-X LL.) 5 Jofmggmao 3sgnmamogals omsoby
LdSbAbdalb ‘sdm Ggormgmal JoMGgommds’ (v i)« dogsd, 6ndbagl oy oMo
9L 0dsb, ®m3 Azgb dgagzodmos 393@303mo — Bysmmd(3mebymdoma dabals
LodBoMal 30MHmdgddo, — o0dsdmg Mdomobolb s80Ms oM sMLgdmdosm? Rzgbo
sDM0m, o3 dgzombgol (30mbobse omymanma 3sbygbn mbos asog3gb: dgdme-
Rgbomo bystmgdol ©dnmolb boggymdzgmdy 38 30(39ds, M3 sm-Juxn0b Fogm
dmblgbogdmm 0368308537 Mmdoemalido sMsdn 33sGmzgmo o6 ogm — 0dbgdmes
3mabognn (BngtﬁgE‘)om, bogmgd 30@0@360) argumentum ex silentio.

LbmMgE 830l gomgamabbobgdam, mdoemobol bssdommb sEgmmo ob-
&mM0ab 33mmg30bsb, Jobo EssMbgdolb JAmbmmmaonl oagbabsb, Y3ams@gbmds
3030b0ggo 5 sbonmm3m (3968 doamdsl — mdomobol 3omg9cm0 5dnMmasl
dogdol, M3, bystmagdal LodBomal gomgamalbabgdom, 33mgzol sMed3Mmud-
&ome dodomoymgdse doagzehbns, sMsdgo dm3gmagzsl, oy M pMmowsb Rbog-
ds bagstomggmmmbes o) mdamnbdn sGdymo 50dnbab@Ms30s; boemm sfedgyemo
53060bEMo(3006 g3mbgmody 30 33Lxgmmdm sG8dmo sInbol§GHs;0memn
06bB0GNGgS0b sMbgdmda-stambgomdols bagmdggmby.

dgomemmmgaonto  mgsmbsdmoboom  sbggg  ombsbndbsgas, ®m3 Rzgbo
96m-ghmo  653yzeobn  3oMggmbystmb, mdamobols doemals  J30b (0b. dgaamm)
33em939-356b0rm3z0L BoMamaddo GBommme 30ygbgdor dgmeMgdom Sbsmmndl Lbgs
6980mb6983d0 50dmAgboem sboenmaan® dobomobmab.

*

353, @ ab@mEommo Loggmggo Foboms — M 3Mo-botod -
ma 30Mggmbystmgdo oy LbadoMomggmmda s@aedggmoa 530bobGMs30memn ab-
LEOGMEYOL bogzemaszn asagzehbos Mdomabol LssdoMmb ssMbgdsbs ©s &3
dmgmgbols JAmbmemmaosdy by gmmdobomgalb? doyybgosegsm gobgmoamo @mmal
booEobs s LonEnswabs, 08 gd3mJosb oM o MG Mod dgdmagzmbs, sy
0do8wg(3 (36mdomo agm, oy dmmm mE smbmgmmdo asdmhbs. Lamdatos
930360503 30639mbysmmgddg: 6180B30@03M s mednsfmm dgamgd-

1

aabobns, mdomnbob bosdommb mssmbgdol momamabsmgal, a3. 10.
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bg; 339m0obbdmdo (ggomoﬁmmaétgqr o0y ggomoﬁmmgbogg) dmbyBgobs o mo3-
oMy bambgmgol, GmImadarz, Mmamms 39h396900, mdoemabiol Lasdommls
93mgol 809399036905 s Fabo @ssMbgdol @sbsmsmaomgdmomss godmeagds. 53
Mommgbse 360d30gmmmzgseb, s, bafsGoym bystmgddy dgmmemgdbmam MBM™
™309d& 0O 306039mbysimgdl gDsmagds Jzgdmom gobgobomasgon.

»domabol bssdoMmmb ©EssMbgdal JMmbmemmansdy wsbggbgdal godmbes-
&obo, g5b30b0mmo d53mgan sMe-bafs@ngyemo (33036&303‘@@0) 30M3gmbysm-
mgdo:!

6930b358 0390 doboems

»doeabdo 36M8d9d0b dogMm Imgomo, JMmbmemann@an memgbo (oﬁ)bab‘g-
o 8m60338360m) dmbg@s oMb 3mabogmMo m3soyn, Mgumcdnb-dgdoamdn
&030b @oM3gd0, MMBgm by Mgl saomol gsmws (i), 5b0dbemos
sbggg Mooy doxmoo — 85 bgmo (704/5). 9L Ladmbg@m Godn KgM 3owg3
XIX Loy 3mbqdn gobos (36mdaemn,? @s bds8mmm abEmMomaMmsgnsdn nmgmgdm-
5, (M3 gb 3mbg@s bogsmyMo aym, odze, xgM gowgy 2002 Bgeml dndge
Jmod dogmoms bbgsmabbzs 3mmgdiosdo 83g3560 95360 3mbg@olb sMbgdmde-
9.3 3093 g0 gadgd3maton,! MmBmal smBgMmommdss J3gdmoe 8magyssL,
2015 Bgmb godmazod3gybgo;’® 30093 gfon (3omai BsMmImoagbomo oym 33-do
dq30gom og30mbdg — Stephen Album Rare Coins Auction 43, 12-15 May 2022,
lot 186 (B0653qds6g LGGdo gmszobmdom 3 ImbgBob 3ofgge bodg36096rm
3mdmogonsl, bae. 1, 2.76 a.)

1

gggmes 3omgsbo 9408095 gobbommms, 3mmgagdobs oy Bzgblb Bogm. od(3e, o8 dgdmbzgggzeda
bbgbgdmm Imbs(39890L L3g0RoNE 3MbEBgJLEdn 3ssbamabgdm, g 33gmmn 333000 SBm(3o-
6ol 88mbLBab gomamgddoa.

?  ITaxomoB, Monemvt I pysuu, a3. 38-39.

* Klat, Catalogue of the Post-Reform Dirhams. The Umayyad Dynasty, a3. 90.

4 qb 8mbg@e 5mBmbogmmn 8mby@gdal mbermsnb 3mba3gdms dobsda Zeno 2005 Bemols 10 s36nemls
350003 35mnb0bds s@gotms (#13778).

5 gomegs, Jmobomgmbmgob bsdfsorggmmdo 648093s§o0zam0 ggmenmzool 39&mcgda (VIll-XIII
bL.), 3. 22-23.
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L. 1. (Fig. 1.) m35056930, mdnmabn, ©nt34qdn, 3. 85 6.
303mbagemmn 3mbg§gdab Mmbrsnb 3mbs(393ms 83%s bgbm, #293729
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alJl a1 alll
93k o el
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Al 19aS o
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dn3s8ds0 dmzogmemos senemodobs; 0gos, 3063 bomdmag Dsgbs bEH g emo g boomo
©5 4999356089800 Loc6dmbmgdom, Goms gssdomxs9306mb dob yzgems m689-
60%y, bz gb bdsgmgo bsmIsmom
(36mdomos mdomalido dmBgsbm, 3. 86 Bgmb (705) dmdMoma 3mbg@Bo(s
(BB 2.66 a):'

L. 2. (Fig. 2.) m35036980, m3amabo, 0at3gdn, 3. 86 6.
3Imbsgemn Imbg§qdalb mBbmanb 3mba(393ms 3B bgbm, #148182

d9dema: (3968 d0 03039 dgbgFoemo

0333 BHogmo gagbes, (39bGMorbymaw:
el § s A iy 01 i 5 Al
bobgemoms cgoobsoms, dmagms gbg @om3sdo mdaemabl, 6genbs mobdmzos-
9d50bo

ofazmog bodo BgMEGommgabo G 3omo, Gmdmoal astgos 12:30, 3, 5:30
s 8 bon-Bg (sbggg 10 Lor-Bg?) 3o@oMs Bamegdas. fagmos 303 gfon ByH-
Goemmasbo M 3oemons.

Bda0: 03039 dgbyHoemn s M 35emgd0.

dg3amdn Bemgdal mdsnsbymo 3gMzbmolb ©om3gdgdn, dmdmamn mdognmo-
Lol baMogbsobadn, 3bmdas. dogmsd, gb o6 60d6ogl, MmM3 BoMoxybsbsd Ladey-
sdme dgbyzn@o dydomds.

(36mdoemos L3nmgbdal dmbg@gdn, Bgmbgdo, HMImgdoz Mdoemalida dnm-
396 yob Labgmoo dmagms. 3oMggmom s8a3560 dmbg@e? LoBa® o385 ao-

0d3g, a3- 23-24.
2 o09gd06ag60b 060396L0@g@0L abmsdnma 6480bBs@Gnzal 33mggznma (396@0b 648aDBs@G0gnG

3megd0sdo dgbsbymo (3oemo (Forschungsstelle fiir Islamische Numismatik der Universitét Tiibingen,
AMI10B3).
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dmoagdzgybs, gm@mbyGaomal gomgdg; dobo sbMom, Imbg@s bomnggs o63sb I &.
31308800085 go8mmdgzs.’ 998amB8dn, Medwgbndy 8Lasgbo 8mbgBs LodsMomgyg-
mmdo(z 03m39b. @mgobogal, xsddo, 1339 4-5 9a3bgd3msmal s@bgdmdals dgbe-
bgd gogom. LEdMbgE™ Godn asdmzgybws, s Lomsbom swanmas Y0383
Jomormm 6930B8o@0imem abBmEMnsdn.? dmznyzebo Lsdmbg@m G030l smbgmo-
mmdab ygzgmes (36mdamon gabgddmsmol dobgrogom:

bey@. 3. (Fig. 3.) m35056930, 5306 3sM356 3. 39353330, M3aemnbn, ggembn, Yorsnemm
3dmbagmuMn 3mbg§gdnlb mbrmanb dmba3gdms 35bs bgbm, #286712
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byean: (3966do
RV
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all

1

Shamma, 4 Catalogue of ‘Abbasid Copper Coins, a3. 233.

2 Paghava, Turkia, The Umayyad Fulus Minted in the Name of Marwan b. Muhammad (the Deaf) in
Georgia and Elsewhere in South Caucasus, 3. 16-18; Schindel, Umayyad Copper Coinage in the Name
of Marwan I1I b. Muhammad from the Caucasus — Additional Comments, 33. 8-11; gomoegs, dmobom -
6306 bogsBoggmmdn bmdnddsdozmmo ggmenmzoob 39mEado (VIll-XIlI bL.), 3. 24-27.
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dn3sdds0n dmz0dmemos senensdobe
0Ga3mog  BgMmGommgabo  M3ommo, Omdmol  goMgomsis, bEogemo  mgaqbs,
(306&M0@bgrow:
oo (3 390 oYl A el Lo udall 1
03 gabol dmgmo dMdsbs sdnmod domgob 6. du3sddods
063303 33Mgms BB ormmgabo & gomo.

dmbg @Dy Bomnmgdamo 356396 3. 393330 go0a30398m0s  JoFo o
Byomagdol dmMzeb yhboeb, Mmdgmos dgdogmddno mdsnsba bamogsy gobws,
0789 3o Labsmogml AMmommgmlb dsMmsogms. Mdqdal doge ed3yMmdoeno
badbAgo 3o335L00L LodsMmags Bstzebn 3. 114 Bgmb as8magbegbgl (732/3),
baemoggs 30 744 Byl gobs. mdomaba®o ggmbgdal Dgdmo gobboemmmo @ndo
003M0MYdMmMn 56 oMb, dogMad, doMzgsbo sdnfsl bmegdomss omnmgdamo;
Jqbodsedobow, gb Ladmbg@m Godni 898wgan IMomgwom Mbos smsMarmoab:
3. 114-126 Begdoo. 356396 6. 3035335000b dogf mdoemalido 3mbg@nl gdabos
08gbs dmmmmEbym s gomagdsd dImgmabsw oM Mbrs Ima3z9h396mL, o
35300035m0bbnbgdor Fotgeb 6. 3130ddowal Labgmom 330gM39335b05d0 sGS
LodgEmMdgmmgddn Lbzegsbsz b3nmgbdol ggmbgdol gdobool g3og@&qdL: Joms
oe-858d0 (oMdsbon) 3. 115 (733/4) (o Lbgswabbgs Jgg@ndab), 119 (737)
s 125 (742/3) Bemgdoo smsMomgdnmo 3gembgdo ((36mdamoas sbgsg 88s6o-
390l babgmoab 50608360l aotgdg 8mdmaemo gggmbadacs, 3. 121 (738/9) Bemols
030 ImdMoma sm-35330 o 3. 123 (740/1) Bemol Bodn dmgnmon borogbobs
56306005d0)."! 353mzmggodor goMommb, Mmd od bL3nmgbdol dmbg@gdol gdobos
0M3d Mmoo aoMbodmbgdol, s, 3sMomgmm@ae, dmbobmmagqdol dmIMmagmgdals
39qa0 oym.

39ebobss, ®mI mdoemobdo DoMoggbobs s3@dgmadl 3mdomdal — oMady-
mo, sdx g 1339 L3oemgbdob 3mbg@gdal gdobosl — 730-740-006 Bemgddacs
(3. 114-126/7, = 732/3-744).

SbEabsbl b. M Jnsd s 0. BoMegs3 @eEanbgl, MHm3 mdomalidn sEod-
™m0 Gmemo 0dMgds 3560356 3. 313830l Bobgmal d98mgas(s.? dgbodse8abo bad-

3ol dgden® 39demn o300y G MMa 3obbomazabasb moglh dggz0z03960%;

' Paghava, Turkia, The Umayyad Fulus Minted in the Name of Marwan b. Muhammad (the Deaf) in
Georgia and Elsewhere in South Caucasus, 33. 16-18; Schindel, Umayyad Copper Coinage in the Name
of Marwan 11. b. Muhammad from the Caucasus — Additional Comments, a3. 8-11.

2 508mRgbs 8mbbgbos 2022 Bemol 19 mg@mBdg@b, a. Bgmgomal smBmbaogmgmdsmmbgmdal
0bLbGo@ @b dnwdngdmddgn Lydabstidy (L. Ogsd, 0. Boazs, ,gobado mdomalbdo [g3nDdmeo
bogoBmnggmman s6edmdal nbBmMonwsb]”).
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0913(39, 9b BJEO 335G gd0m 3bEGMEYEL Mdoabnl vMedmmn DoMogbabals
39domdol LGsdoENEMBL.

*

»b0abol baogbobol Bobsmdnl gomms, LogsMmggmmadn s663983s Rggbomgal
LanbGgMgLm g3mdsdn sbygg ImdEgl L3oemgbdal Laggslyg, MMIgmbgws(3 dmgMal
50300 5060dbglb Bmam@s ,xnMDE” (resp. ,Jooma” / ,Lodermggmm®):
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mo 3. 240 Bemoo (2/V1/854-21/V/855), GimBemols gobboemgsis Lzpgds Bnbsdwg-
do6g 659680l 30B673L (0330, gb MmJHmL Imbg@s BB gdnom sabEMMgdL
» RO B6AL BoMogbobolb” sBbadmdsl), — ws, sbgzg, xMMbs63n ImdMama mbo-
3o@o (b3orgbdol) ggmbo, smsmamgdmmo 3. 152 Bemoo (14/1/769-3/1/770).
bmbs 2.42 ga., 33900 22.5 33., Logooms cmsbsgamomds 9 bo-bg:

L. 4. (Fig. 4.) ‘533b0s6g30, ,3xnMb360" (= ndnmaba), Bgemba, 3. 152 6.
03@0)60[) BMGM

ddema: (3968 do
PURN)
PV

oM oMol mdgFmon gomms mdgmonbs
06a3mog bodmgebo @ 3omon, GmImal gofmgmss 7:30-dg abygds BGamma
BgbgMomo, (396@Mnsbyma:
0 Sy Y eamg
geom0bs, s6o 34o3b ol dmbosmy

' Paghava, Turkia, New Mintname “Georgia” (“Jurzan”), a3. 228-258.
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0fa3mog BgM@ommgabo @ 3o,
bPz0: (3966Mdo
desee
Jo)
al!
In3sddon / dmezodmmas / seneodobs
oca3mog 1:00-0s6 b&Hogmo Dgobyfamo, (396@M0wsbama:
i 5 e 5 il A (552 Gelall 10 2 bl
bobgemooms mgmobsoms, dmagms gb a39ebo xm@ bbb bgembs ob mmdmzos-
oomﬁag@bo
0fa3mog BgM@ommgabo @ 3o,
dgbodadol B6sdMmmddn gDl DoMogbsbs sbzMamgdom g3543L gobb-
oo, s@agbomos, ®m3 ggmaogommo Ggmdnbom xu@mdob sModgdo sm-
6036530096 LogoMmggmmb, o6, ymggm dgdmbggzsdoa, Jotorml (%oﬁmm, dogemo
5dmbogmgo  Ladommggmmb 80636007).2 dmygzoboemo  g3543L  oMa396@ 9309,
Gmdmolb domomaz xMDobol DoMogbobs, Lawss, 9Madgdal FogM, sMsdgymo
RBYmo  0gMgdmes, dgdstgmdos mdomobdo; dmgnygsbgm dLggmmdsis, o
@M 5dxmMdabgl 5M0696ds ImbgBoby bafogbabals babgmaew Jogmomgdabom
36m306(300L, 5 365 Jomadol Labgmoa (58096 30330L00L BgB0GMM0sDy 3303l
bbgs dbasgbo bygomgdais — oMMsbo s doMs‘s smdabgmabomgal, sMdobnes ws
033000 mebgmomeOb).3
9L 9bogoemMo sMadmma dmbg@s, Bgmbo, GmIgmbss 30ddsdzgmmdals
3M3xgM0 gBYMds, MmamM(3 1339 903603bgm, @smsMoamgdaymos 3. 152 brom
(14/1/769-3/1/770). 3535bo@s3g, Mmdormolbdn 760-0560 Bemgdolb dmmmb 3mddgwgdl
BoMogbobs, Mm3gmdoy 0gfgds 3mabogn®o sModmmao dmbg@s; oby), agslzs-
boom, mdamnbdn DoMogxbobs o3 3gMomoday Imddgogdl s o3 BaMogbabsols sts-
3960 53mMbBMmMEdgb.

m3303Mmo BsmbgMgdn

35000300090 9303Mx030mo dgamgdal bbgs xanydy, madns@yym bo@mbgmgd-
bg. 339mobbdmdor LogsMmggmmadn smdmBgbom Jnam@ sMsdmm dmbndgbdm®
BB ggdl.

badommggmmmadn bigem Lsdo Jaameo bambgmss sm8mRgboeman. 8dqsb mo
mdnomme 9bgds Rzgbo 33mgz0L mgdsb.

0g3o-
RoBdMndyg, Jommggemgdobs o bogsmmggemmb s@edmma bobgerbmmgdgdo, a3. 11-16.
*  Paghava, Turkia, New Mintname “Georgia” (“Jurzan”), a3. 238-239.
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306ggmo Bo@mBgms Botmdmowagbl docb (Jw), 96, LbgsbsnGow, dnemob f3sb. qb
ool 31/45 3. Dm3ob, Logdome sDNIbydYma (60606@3083600)), abbmE™ 30-
©99%0b 3gmbg ggoems, Mm3gmos dzgm mdomobdo, Lynwsdswdn, 1930-056 bemg-
330 dgdmbggzom smdmshabs Ladydsmas 365MmImgdgmas, 3063 dmdomady 30g-
6sdgd.!

L. 5. (Fig. 5.) @damabab doemab q3s?
3 53630}@05 ogambozgﬂigmaemggSamanb nsb@)n@)ﬂ@)nb oﬁdn3n

dmagyoslb 98 8omab g0l Bambgmal Bgdbdo:?
Al e
Sl
ol (e
bobgemooms gonbsnocmo
bsdo dogmo
odomobosob

L BgBgogmo, bgbngamo 96980 s 8scmn 860d369emmds Jofmormema @ a@mab ob@mmaol dgb-
bogemobomgal, as. 123; Kpaukosckast, [Tamamuuku apadbcekozo nucoma 6 Cpeoneit Asuu u 3axaskasve
001X 6., a3. 88-89, Lunm. 16; Kpauxosckas, [Tocobue no apabdekoil snuepagpuxe, 33. 23. 3mgbol o@mob
dgbobgd 0bgm®8s(300b 3mBbmegdabs ©s 3. 3ok gmagbgsnsl godmedzgybgdgmon bsdGMBal asboarg-
Sobongol ggmomse dsmmdsls dmgablbgbgdo aM™L jmmagasel, a. dgMsadgl.

2 4. Bgfgomol smdmbogmgomd(3mmbgmdol 0bbEa@n@ob (amost bobgmdBogm wWbagg@bodgeon)
30gn30056. FmBmammabBMszns gsdmmdzgybgdgma Bsdmmdabs Kpaukoscekas, ITocobue no apabeko
anuepaguxe.

3 Kpaukosckas, [lamsamuuxu apaberkozo nucoma ¢ Cpeoneil Asuu u 3axaskasve 0o IX 6., a3. 88-89,
bge. 16.
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9L 3omo 30Mzgmds oEds Jofmmggmds smdmbagmgmdzmwbgd, a. bgcg-
ogmds gobaboems, 1946 6gemb, dmblgbgdsdn, ws, dgdwga, domosb dmzmaw, 1947
Bgeml obBoddmm 653Mm3dn." Babasb 8nmgdmmon sbsdgdwom,? 1952 Bgmb qb
doemn, dgmaMgdom ©sB3Mamgdom, asdmhgbomds sMsdab@ds, 3. 3Mohzmaglgensd
a0006om0bs.? 3. 3B 3m3L 3000l LBoGoal Mg396Dagdabol Mdamabol 8nels
3533600 dggbm ™. amedomog, 1957 Bgemb.* 1971 Bgmb mbos ob@eddmmo-
ym 3. 3B 3m3L3000L 65dMMIn osMdmem 930a3Mox53030dy,> Lowaz mgembaRnbm
s©anmo 0d EMmobmzgolb (36mdar doemals Jg9bao(s Qogmambmgof dogMad, 6od-
3o, LoIbYbIMME, asdmd39ybgdgmn ks, d93wam3d 3gMomodn mdogmo-
Lol doemo gMogzem og06ygdals dogze; JgMdme, Azgbl dogM ©sdndaggdymo
300 35(30900b Babgogom, ©sbsgmamo bLedgzbogm Lsdmasomgdobmgal ab
SOLmE B 7(36mdo Mhgds (80@&‘)3@030@ ™. 3@6560b dogH gMbsormdn Ars
Orientalis bbgbgdabs).”

3830JOmdm, Gm3 Bombgmol ab@mEommo mofMgdnmgds xgH o6 oMol
LEMmoE  gomzamobbnbgdmmon; B0bsbdgbmbommns  3M33sMs@ommn  Sbamobal
Ro@ofgda(s, MmImob gofmgdg Bombgmal abGmmMamma 360d3bgmmds babammms-
03 aonbbbgma MRgds. sbommanyMo s doMamgmumn dobaemal gsobboemgs
33bbs gmmgdom sd@mormmmo brgds ndaol gomgzgamobbobgdom, MHm3 dmemm so-
Begnemgddo Lo 3domeE oo MomEgbmdom sbaemn dnmgda(z aodmAbos ©s gsdm-
J39y46000> (vide infra).

a3630b0mmon bbgs 3ol 4390, 3oMggem oadn, ‘0dm sm-dsmndol g3m-
Job emmabogmo; sbggg ‘sdsbosbos doemgdos.
mdosnobomo (ggod33mom ggoa%ogggb‘ngo) domgdo:

bombgmo d006 om-gomowob, dg-8 Jdomao ogmyq-
Lomodoob. “9dm om-dsmngol ©Mmobogmo: 39/57 13d. 335060; Dgg0-
b dgdm@gbomos; badmgbos ng@bamodnsb sM-Madmabzgb dodsgam ababy
(bog‘gﬁongbmo 0536080390 6036550L 800700’)360):8

Bggogmo,  bgdogamo g9bgdo @s Joon db60d369mmmds Jomormea gaen&amol obGmmaal
JgbBsgemobomgol, a3. 123 (3oMggmo 3mdmogsios — BgBgogmo, bgdoBmmo 96930 oo Jooo
60d369emmds Jomorgemo gaen@amob obGm@oob dybbsgmobsogol [1947], ag. 15-52).

2 Kpaukosekast, [Tavamnuxu apaberozo nucoma 6 Cpeoneti Asuu u 3axaskasve 0o 1X 6., a3. 88, bjmeom 7.
> 0gdsg, a3- 88-90, biym. 16.

*  Grabar, Epigrafika Vostoka (Oriental Epigraphy), Edited by V. A. Krachkovskaia, a3. 557.

5 Kpaukosckasi, [Tocobue no apaberoii snuepagure.

® o0dgg, ag- 18-24.

7 38gow., Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), a3.
10-16; Sharon, Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, a3. 96-97; Lindstedt, Arabic Rock In-
scriptions up to 750 CE, a3. 413-414, 421.

¥ Van Berchem, Matériaux pour un Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicorum, 33. 19-27.
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2006 [5d ool 396] dgowo docmo
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bombgmo o330 dgmmooeb — ‘s0b 3753g0ow@sb,
dg-5 domo o0g@gbomodoEsb. ‘sdém om-3omogdol Mmobogmo:
17/27 3. 33500600 Bo@gbo; badmazbas ngEbamodnEsb abagmgmol dndstrory-
mgdom 12 33-0b dobdoemby, 5335 dgmemosl — ‘s0b 3939w0b dobmdma:?

s L]
JU-11
ce.m@3b ... Joemol 396 byoro doemo

1

0gnbserndoosb; LagnGsmgdms, Gm3 domomgdamos dggmo Gmdsnmao Gm3mbodo.

2 Jodome GadbElb LEMagmbgdow of 356sBamgdo; Bgbo IMMBal BoDbowsb as8mBwnbamy,
R39b0g0lL dosgatns Boemol Jggdal BombBgmgdol dobos@bn s oM @gdb@nb asbabamgds; 530l
35390905 3dbgmgdmmo(zes, s@admmoabs s JoMormmol gobbbgsggdmmoa aMmsds@ogmmo Bymdab
adsm3amabbobgdoo.

® odgg:

4 Cytrin-Silverman, The Fifth Mil from Jerusalem: Another Umayyad milestone from southern Bilad al-
Sham, 603-610.
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3oMggme@ 39950 3d(300d0 83@™MM3s domolb BaMbgmal &qdbEolb domnsb
3obd@odMa Mg3mbLGMmzos dgdmagmsgads, bbgs doemgdal, dofggm Goado,
308 sem-35000b Foemol BaBamal Laggmdzgmdy.! vgdggmos, ™A s335-dgmemal
Bobgs domosb 9dbasgbgds 0gMnbamndowsb dndagsm abadg gobmagbgdmem
5656896 M Foemb, 353 sem-300bs s 834 3ab (sImMAdmmb, bogad@gdg-
™0, dbmmme, dgbsdsdabow, 3 s 2 domom, ovygo badngg domal 4z gHcbs s
08539 a3boby 8gdoMgmds). s8Mogom, 8833560 Mg3mbbEMmd(30s abedzgda
doggohbns, memmbw, dbmmme 0d Gomgegdda, Mado(y sMBINbgdmma dgadmads
304mo bbgbgdye domgdol Logmdggmby (63@060‘360 BmOINegdol 30693y,
Mmdgmos sMbgdmds(s, 69693Mng0s, LogsMmaoms, dsgMmad, Madwgbsw 3M(3gmo
BMEO3om, Moo bomdaggoo), 5, Mabosgzgomggmos, bodygzgdal LEMJmbgdl
Aol 3osbsboemgdal gomgdg (%nqmb md30830M39m0 dmdgdo bmd sdbmen-
RN ‘3(3601600). h3gb o3 Bomob dz0b BambBgmal &gdbEnb d59wga 30d3mog-
& M93mbbGMMJ30ob boMdmgzsmaqbono:
oo [ade alll G cymiogall paal Shedl e Al e JLa¥l i 5 (52, Lal]
FRERIN (IKPSAWE)|
JU=1]
[... 8Bobo @ goggmgds dommgdobs dmbsd mgmoabs ‘sd@ sen-doenods ddmdsbg-
39en8s JotonendmE8dnbgms senmodol Bysenmds (oymb) Jobdg [oemoos]osb [53]
doemol g6 bmora doemo

bombgmo bsb sm-3sbEgMmosb, odobgmmab
109-9 domao. “9dp sm-3omagdol @Mmobogmo: 30/40 bd. 335060; bodmg-
Bos 85b3m@sb 0g@MbamnBalb3gb 8n8ogom absbyg:?
[acde all Lo] oo e o,
[6)tex »ol] oo
5 Gorbll [1]ae
See JleVl daio
| Lol e all
Al ) iyl o
i | Gdeed o dle

oo dile g dans ol

' odzg, a3- 605-607.
> Van Berchem, Matériaux pour un Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicorum, a3. 17-29.
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bombgmoe om-gogomsb, 53 Jomo odobgmEshb.
‘33 dsem-3omogdol MMnbogmon, smsMnmgdamos doxmob 85 brmob ds‘sdsbol
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39emds oGronmdmmbdnbgoms bgemooms dmbsgomobs Jogmoobs 8dmdsbydemobs

' odsg, a3. 17-29.
2 Elad, The Significance of Two Newly Discovered Milestones of ‘Abd al-Malik, a3. 36-38; Sharon,

Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, 33. 221-222.

P 58 o 8mdog3bm BoMmbBgmadn, 8. doMmbal 8mbadMgdom, dsb3smol domnmgds, Rogd@nmMso
50 oen-3smagdol dmmo@o g 3Ggomb gsdmdbs@ggmoas (Sharon, Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicar-
um Palaestinae, 3. 223).

104



[Jo@moremdm@6dmbgos] ds's85bbs benobs mmbdmzs bamabs ©sdsbzmosb od
{8ocmob 396} bodo [0s mEImzs000’ Bocro]

bombgmo osm-gogowmsb, 52 Jdomo ©odobigmeEosb,
53 sem-daemogdol @OM0bogmo, emsMomgdygmoas Joxcolb 85 Brom (704/5);
28.5/28.5 3. 335060, Mmobogg J6MnEsb S0l dgdmgMamma 3350Msd Mmoo goemal
dobomgds; 633m3b0s sem-3030L obobmgdsda (gmmobon):
[ o 1 ] o’
[5e ) dome al) G5 Y [ouss* alll VIl Y]
[ose JLa¥1 18] dxiay yal ol
[ e roslall ol Sl se all
[ b omasol)l el (5o y5ls
[ Gaes o elind 5 s B 10
oo e 9 (Sl 0
[bobgmooms mamobsocms dmbysenobs d6gsemmdemnobs o6 om0l mdgmoo gomms
@dg@mmobs gEmabs] o6 3yoglb ob dmbosmy [dm3s8dsn] dmizogmenos senensdo-
bo 3@mdsobs 80390985 o8 [Joegdabs dmbsd] mgomabs ‘sdw sem-domnfds démdsabyg-
39emds JoGonemdmmb6dmbgoms [bgemoms] dnbogomabs dogmaonbs dMmdsbydemabs
JsEmoendmEmbdnbgoms  [Gmdgemomos mggbs] bemobs mobdmzosbaomobs  [os-
3obgmsb] o8 {Joemalb 396} mMn s mEdmzss00 docro

bemggen se-g3030b 8 Mm@ Bombg@sb ™o bob LML, Jogcsd Bommsb
mdmomm 393d00Mdos 30g3 9eomn, sm-gogzob dmadg gosbgmgmal Bombgmes;
64/52 1L3. BMoL doDoB 0L J39, LeMmsMorgdyemos ool 73 Bemols dn3smmo-
30b g0 (692 Bemalb 23 8s0bo — 21 03b0bn):®
[oyem ) alUl s
1YY pe I
S Y ouzg all
ol alll s, o o)
Sue ddall 0o J»-érM[J]
gall el SLdl e alll
Pot e o le Sdos g (e
i i el 5 5

[oremms 5]

1

sogmo sm-g03ob 8gmeg BomBgmal dabgogno oMol smeaqboro.

2 Elad, The Significance of Two Newly Discovered Milestones of ‘Abd al-Malik, a3. 33-35, 37-38; Sha-
ron, Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, 3. 220-221.

P B9 bEMogmbo smoagbomos sm-gogab 8gmeg BomBgmol dobgogno.

* 3go. Sharon, Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, a3. 222-223.

> Sharon, An Arabic Inscription from the Time of the Caliph ‘Abd al-Malik, a3. 367-372; Sharon, Corpus
Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, g3. 95-96, 222.
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* Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), 310;
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4+ Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), 310-311;
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033-
Rashid, 4 New ‘Abbdsid milestone from Al-Rabada, g3. 138-143.

0d3g, a3- 138-140.

0d3g, a3- 142.
Al-Jbour, The Discovery of the First Abbasid Milestone in Bilad ash-Sham, g3. 171-176.
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396005, o3 gbmegb 360d369mmzsba agm Labsmogxnmb gHcNsbmdol dgbsbsm-
Bnbgdmom o LeBoMmogem.t s8Mnasm, oM oMol gobsggofn, ™8 bamoggdo
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* Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), 3. 10-11.
¢ Sharon, Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, 33. 96.
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Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), a3. 11.

odsg, az- 11-14.

0d3g: 33 12.
Elad, The Significance of Two Newly Discovered Milestones of ‘Abd al-Malik, 3. 41-44.

Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), a3. 15, Elad,
The Significance of Two Newly Discovered Milestones of ‘Abd al-Malik, ga3. 49-50.

¢ Sharon, An Arabic Inscription from the Time of the Caliph ‘Abd al-Malik, 367-372; Rashid, 4 Critical
Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), a3. 15.

7 Elad, The Significance of Two Newly Discovered Milestones of ‘Abd al-Malik, a3. 38. gb 3mbodg-
35 g Loo@0b-borggMmBsbdsy gondosts (Cytrin-Silverman, The Fifth Mil from Jerusalem: Another
Umayyad milestone from southern Bilad al-Sham, ga3. 609).
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Sharon, Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, 33. 96.
RASHE
0d3g, a3- 96-97.

0d3a: 33 97-
Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), 33. 16.

0dsg, a3- 312, 324-325.

0d39, a3. 310-312; Rashid, A New ‘Abbasid milestone from Al-Rabada, 3. 138-143; Al-Jbour, The
Discovery of the First Abbasid Milestone in Bilad ash-Sham, a3. 171-176.

33- 123-142, (§ei5 g ;i.ml).}» ‘_,’_.ul...d\ yasl e il Sl ;i.q)l sl

8 3gow. Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), a3.
314-317.

¢ Kpaukosckas, [locooue no apabdexoii anuepagure, 3. 19; Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the
Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), 33. 314.

' Elad, The Significance of Two Newly Discovered Milestones of ‘Abd al-Malik, a3. 48; Sharon, Corpus
Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, g3. 97.
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' ogdag; Elad, The Significance of Two Newly Discovered Milestones of ‘Abd al-Malik, g3. 49; Kpauxos-
cxas, [locobue no apadckoil snuepaguie, 33. 19.

2 Sharon, Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, a3. 98, Elad, The Significance of Two Newly
Discovered Milestones of ‘Abd al-Malik, a3. 49.

* Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), a3. 325-326.
¢ Al-Tabari, Volume XXVII. The ‘Abbasid Revolution. A.D. 743-750/4.H. 126-132, a3. 203-204.

> Al-Tabari, Volume XXIX. Al-Mansir and al-Mahdi. A.D. 763-786/A.H. 146-169, a3. 198.

¢ Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), a3. 324-326.
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*  Grabar, Epigrafika Vostoka (Oriental Epigraphy), Edited by V. A. Krachkovskaia, a3. 557.
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5 Grabar, Epigrafika Vostoka (Oriental Epigraphy), Edited by V. A. Krachkovskaia, a3. 557.
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> Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), a3. 319-324;
83- 142 BizS g Al y o) LSM:L..:.N yasdl o ddo ol day o I

Rashid, 4 New ‘Abbdsid milestone from Al-Rabada, g3. 142.

* Lindstedt, Arabic Rock Inscriptions up to 750 CE, a3. 414.
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sem-3030L BambBymgdds' aggobabs, Gm3 abab (damog)amggmbnb b~
y90obs s domob 30l ©oadsl dmmal, Dmgaxg® ds0b(3, Ls3domE oo ©MH™
2300MES (ggoob@mai‘mm 12-12.5 Bgemabowo sem-g3030L abob 33800b333030),2 (3
3b0b 35943065-mbymdadg abotxgdmes — doemal Jz0b owads, Logndmgdg-
™05, Ladmdomgdol Lyyen dmem gBs3L BoMmImaagbws, ©s, BodGonMsow, dsm
obEmadsl bodbsgws. ogdgosb godmdwnbamg, gobsmzsmnbbnbgdgmons, GmJ
»doemabol ool d53mb3z93530(3, J30b @aadsl Bab LBEMgdws, Mamsz Mmmab
35b6853emmdadn 3o0b(3, dgbodadabo abolb goyzebs-3gomnmdmbymds(s.

LadBboMmE, Mdomabol domo, obgzg Gmamey domgdals MBESzmgbm-
ds, oM Mab smdmfgboemon in situ. bgosdswdo ob, LagodMgdgmos, dgmMsowo
359mygbgdobmzgol Rsdmo@sbgl (05033 d90 gbos Lbgs m3snsbym 80@36[)0(3).3
9L 3o 9dbgmgdl smanbsl, mogmsdaMzgman oy) Mo spanmsl dgdsfgmds,
069, Lo goomes dgbadsdabo gbs, Mm3gmbsg 6ndbagws gb dzs. obai 3o G-
bmdos, oxy Mo dobdoemdy dwgdagmdos ob dggmn mdamobowsb; Aggb bmd o6
30300, dogmo o dabEo s dobdoeml smbadbsgms — Lbgswsbbgs asdmmg-
moom donmgds (3086900 1500-2500 398 @als cgoﬁ)aqwgban;”' 0913(35, LdEdMASEME,
33bsm35mnbbnbgdgmons 83 godmmzmgdol doMmdommds: doggda o6 dfal Bo-
3mgbo in situ; 36mdos Mmobsmymn dgbodsdabo 3dgdal dyLEGE FoMdMyEo;
baggodMgdgmos, o6 3Mbgdmdos Bgdboznco Ladysmagds, ,30bsDg" DubEn dsb-
doemo g59dm3sm (0 an@oBgoab‘bg); LabmgsmME, abgnLboolb bagsbas, s@lbg-
dmds o9y 8Ms 383500 MbnggMbomm@o godboMgdmmoa 3s6domolb gBomgmemo.?

' Elad, The Significance of Two Newly Discovered Milestones of ‘Abd al-Malik, a3. 33-38; Sharon,
Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, 33. 95-96, 222.

2 Sharon, An Arabic Inscription from the Time of the Caliph ‘Abd al-Malik, a3. 367-372; Sharon, Corpus
Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, 33. 95-96, 222.

> o0d3g, a3 98-99.

4 ob. Bbggmmds Elad, The Significance of Two Newly Discovered Milestones of ‘Abd al-Malik, g3. 46-
48; Sharon, Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, 33. 105-108.

> o0gdsg, a3- 105-106.
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*

59D gd0l JOHmMbmemanal 3g@-bsgmgdsw a5633930L d9dwga, dgbadmgdgemo
bogds gobgobommo mdomobolb domolb Jgob obmBogmo o

obgmBomagmogogmo 360336gmmds, Mmdgmoz mMgzstns. ab:

3396356935 LogdoMmzgmmadn  3Medmdal abGmMonlb gMm-ghma Labyobo
Robob JOEMbmEmmanol @sbnb@gdsdo (ﬁ)oboG 9936908 3000935(3 Bnbsdogdamy
6536mBn); o,

00fgdmmo 30M3gmbystims, babmgsmma, babsmogmlb 5dnbobEMs(30¢-
mo dmbymdobs ©d m3snsbn bamoggdal dogH asbbm@zogmgdamao  s©dnbal-
GMd30mo mmbabdngdgdals bsjgmagzac.

3oemgbBnbo-bofnadn, sbgzg oMsdgmdn s@mdmAgboemo Joemalb Jzgdal bLob-
&q30b sbsmobo (3ombobo ohggbgdl, Mm3 domob gagdal oygbgds gbgdab
39000m3mbymdolb gofamgddn  390gdmEs. a. BgfMgogmmsb 330mbymmdbon:
#0030 0bBME03MLABL ©bodbmo sdzm, MM3 sMddgdn Megnsbomn msddMmmdal
mmb gbgmoaem 356doeml BmBogbgb o Lomsbomm Lgg@gdoms ©s Bambgmg-
3000 560dbs300696%." Bystim 36mdas. 88g3560 ,L39@gd0bs ©s baMbByMgdab®
603dgdb o6 go(36mdm; Rz96s3mg dmebgmmo J3gd0lb GgdbBo 3o (3omboba
309900093L, M3 domob d3qdol oygbgds abal / aDgdal dmbymdsl ¢393d06-
©90mEs: ymzgm dgdmbzggzadn, ‘vdw sm-3smagol Bomgdowsb, gdo (&, kl) Benab-
Lbogds 7 baMbgMosb 3-do, s 3oz 2-do ngsmeygds (ob. %aamm); mdmoemm
393906005, sbg39, gmEsbol BaMBymgdl dmMol, MHmBgmmagsb mEn doemal Jgos
(850030, 8o, Bormamos, o6 dmablgbngds); LaBsgngMme, dgbsdy BombBams Lod-
oM g50sbsbgmgmalb ImBymdsl gdm3zbgds.

59M0a50, 3830JOmMdm, LEKm YRBEgds a3543L Ladngg Mgaombols — 3oemgl-
&0obo-boMns, gMoyn-s6sdgmn, smdmbagmgmo bajomggmm — dodston gfom-
bonfn abyzbgdo godmgo@sbmm: 3smagbBobs-boMosdn ‘sd sm-dsmadal (0’)‘3,
abyg39, oQ-gonanb) Bgmdada, sbggzg, 3Medgmbs oy omMEsbosdn, 3oMggmo
‘530b0sbn bamoggdal bgmdsda, doemol J3980L gohgbs abgdolb 3gonedmbym-
35-8mb0d3zbal 3Hm(39b0b dgdowanbgm Boboml Batmdmawagbos; Jomomdnrs do-
mob 4g0b aohgbs Db 0go3zg — sEanmmdMogsm abgdol 3gmamdmbym-
35-8mb0d3zbal 3Mm(39b0b Jgdomagbgem babomb, s, 83sbmabsgy, 0boogs@mm-
Loz BoMmImaagbms. LbgsbsnMaw M3 g3mdzem, mdormobolb domon, mogobo om-
LgdMdal  domom, BybgHomalb Fobsstbol ©gEOmydaEsb ©sTIm30gdma,
2LEYYMEL, MM3 ‘0dm sm-dommngdol, o dobo Fgd3z0Mnl, S-zsmowal
530b0bEMs30mma  bagdosbmds, 39Mdme, J3Egmmds, Sbredg]dbama 0d-

1

bgGgogmo, bgdodamo 96980 s dsma dbndzbgmmds Jomormma jaen&amal obGmmool dgb-
Bogemobomgol, ag. 123.
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39605 aDg980b Jbgmom EBG™ IgnEme dgg36em, (oQambonggoo) Logoto-
39emba(3 3osbzs. Rzgbo sbMm, mdamobol dogmals 1bogsmMmdsd o6 b
335%30J69306mb, ™I bLodsmggmmadn badmgzbo gl Bomo Moms godmbszemals
dmgmagbsl Bomdmsmanbos ©s dob Logmdzgmdy ol 3gbgdol godm@ebs dgeu-
dmgdgemo aymb. oboss gfmo 8333560 3MBgRBadE 0L gomsmhgbs s hggbsd-
©9 3mmbgzs (30mboboe s@abEYMdL RBgbmdgbals (doﬁ)mqmb 3D90b 566960l
dog® d3m0Q8m63m60-8m603360) 3Mbgdmdal; oowgbo smdsmmdom, Lbgs J39-
303 0g69dmas (bbgs MmBsnsbm@a domagdal bymbgMamgdo azexnndmgdl, Gmd do-
™ol g3gd0 ymggmo doemab d93mga n@adgdmes — sbg, dsgamomsm, sem-g3030b
doemols 43900 ©835b3mEsb 52-9 o 53-9 doemals dobdomlb 5bodbsoggb; g3o43b
sbgzg 0gEbamodnesb 39-8, 89-7 s dg-5 dogmals j33i’>0(3); dogMad, godms bos-
30L gomgaabbobgdom, mdoemabol Lbgs domagdlb hggbsdwyg o6 dmymbggosm (o6,
rgdg oM Mol oQamf")an@n). LogdamMnbons gogabbgbmm, MM sdsb3mwsb,
069y, m3snsbos Labsmonmlb gosdomsdosb ©s dmagemo s@dnbabMazogemo
3356d0sb gs3mdagam adgddg oadymo dnmob 43980086 h3g653wg Imambos
doM@m mobds (sic) (o000, Bbmemme 960 3dsdy yzgmsdy 3m@s 109 0gbgdm-
s, bobsdzamadn 30, LogndMgdgmons, dg3Mow 83@)06);1 bmem 3m3emm(339mms
960-ghm Bsdyzeb domdmy@ by — JuBowsb 39403y — oadnmo J3gdosb
h3g6s3g dmambos dbmemm byymds.

3M3dmgbmgzabo ool 3ol Rswads, oo g@mm, Labsmogmb bbgs Gg-
30mbgd0b godm3@omadals gomgamobbobgdom, s@sbGnmgdl, HmI 33 mbalido-
900 9396 5656960 0003696. 3bgdol Imbsbadbs dsbdaemals Mmdomabinwsb smgms
309900093L, ™3 Mdomobo babsmogmb bogbsm Jugmab gm-gfo 3356dL botm-
dmoEagbws, obgmaggl, Mmammi sdsbim o6 ngfmbomado ‘sdw sm-dsmngals
93mgsd0. 3. 3h3mzL3o0s Mdaemabol domob 430l gobborgabsl 3oMosdnd by@L,
3 ,bs bOYL3gmgymo Mgammetmmn 393306 gd0 Lobsmogmmlb (3968 M-
0365 89930 gdgemo agm LagmbBm Ladbabm@ab Imbymds, abgmoggbo, Mmammacs
98@ d>m-8aemngdds dogm Labgmdbogmdn mobym™.? s6sdgdDdg sdmnwgdmmgd-
ab Bobomg 9&e3dy Iymez, oMommm, Imbafzg ganmbdo, sdobomsbs nbggl-
&0300L Rogds — abgdal goygzebs oy oM, 3gmomdmbymds-dmbndgbs donbs,
bo3moagbmom a39h396905. domobolb 3ol Jgs Bogmncmgdl @dmsmmem
3M33980L dogm sgormmdmngsn gbgdol goyzebobs o9y ofs, doom 3gonmdmbym-
30Dy 8506(3. gb 30 3603369mmmzsbgLb0 8nbabGMs30mma mmbabdagds aym,
mdgmoz 309m0098L  sanmmdMoge sMmadmo 3dnbobEMms300l dgdmeg-
35-56bgdmdsdy.

1

o6 360l godmMasbymon, Hm3 mBsnsboms doemgdal baborma ‘sdsb0sbgdds gosbowammgl (Sharon,
An Arabic Inscription from the Time of the Caliph ‘Abd al-Malik, 3. 372).
> Kpaukosckast, [locobue no apabekoii snuepagpure, 3. 24.
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»doeabol ool gzs, dabo dm3gdnsb gsdm3mnbafg (31/45 13.), coo-
3 300gdma, (35039 IMmagbgdabsl, LagsMomome, joMaswe 390 asdmhbogds.
5d0@m3, dgndmygds gogsmagmm, nbgzg Mmams gb bagaManmgzns m3snsbymo,
abggg ‘93sbsbyMmo Fomgdobmgal,” HmB ab Msndy Bo8mBgmmo 3mbLbEGm00l
— b3gBobs 96 Boggdmdal 3ggmdn 06gdmes hsdsgMgdmmo. sdom SESde-
mo domgdo sMbgdomsm gobbbgsgmgdnsb Mmdsymoa doemgdabash, Mmdmgdacs
d9@mMdy YBO™ doaem  (30mobnm, bgg@obdsgzsm 3MbLEMNI30goL bom-
dmowa 9bbg6.

dbggmmmdal 3obd@edo MHMI go3bsMmEM™M, s KNMBIbAL aDgdal 390nem-
dmbymdsl @mm gosmom 3gMmbdgd@nznwsb dgzbgomm, bosmgman gobrgds, GmI
»doeabol 3omob dgo s@abGMmgdb — ‘sd s-dsmodal (oo‘@, obggg, dsem-3o-
mognb) oo 3939, Lobgmdbogm s©dnbob@mszonmen gbgdoo dggzhom,
3039305 30 FoMBM MIs05bms Labomogmb ammb — 3omgb@obsbs oy nw
bomoosl,? Mmdgmosg ‘9d@ sem-damado, LagadMgdgmos, dotomsy gobbsgyo-
90mm  Yyu@omgdsb mdmdws, oMsdge  obemsdmn 0339600l JgmeMgdom
odmMgdmm, 5 dgEeMgdom sbamesdmmbomadam 3Mmgabz0gdobss, 3gMdme,
bagomomggmmlb / xncDoblb (o6 560l 353mM0(3bxyemn, Joosbow 3Mmzgab(s0s
563060050). ®IO 303 M. 3MedsmMbaiz 3Jmbos dgdRbgyemn, M3 smbadbyyemo
doemo a30h39698L, o) Modgbs nym 0bzmEM3mEnmgdmman sbomdgddboem 0d3g-
Moodo (boabﬁ)gm) 39339b0ab ﬁ)aaomBnG.A' Logofomggemm Labasmmogmb (3968 Mgdab-
396 (bLoM0o-3omgbBnbs, ‘sdsbnsbos 3gMom©dn — gMoyn) MoogmE, bszdsmu
dmeb dgdsmg Mgaombl boMdmomagbos. dombgmagsm sdabs, sbgmo sdmeg-
dom (mbo@obob) 3ol g3bmagbgdal god@b d53mga 0b@gM3cg@s30slb dogz(39-
300 ‘sd@ sen-3oemagol / sen-gomowol s@30bnb@EMa300b Robogndml (G8mals
a9bbm@(309mgds(3 80bBs 5B0baLEMS (3008 boBomMBMng donb(3 Fmsobgmbs) Bot-
dmoaagbws dogemo boboemogmb abgdol 3gonmdmbymds-8mbadgbs, Logndmgdg-
m0d, dom0ob Lob@gdol Gomamgddn. s3GMngew, obEMMomaMax0sdo abdme
dgg0obgel — ‘sd sm-damadal bgmdada Lbgs abgddgwsiz oyy Immagbros do-

' Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), a3. 317-318;
Sharon, Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, g3. 97, 220; Cf. Elad, The Significance of Two
Newly Discovered Milestones of ‘Abd al-Malik, a3. 45, a56Ls3gmMgdoo Lmmom 46.

> Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), 3. 317.

P ®a® 3093 8- bgdgogmb odglb ombadbmmon, Gmd 0833560 dgamagdo odedmg o3 gfon
J39460bsmz0l o6 0gm sm3mBgbamo, asfs 3amgb@obobs® (BgBgmgmo, bydodumo 96930 s dscn
86038369mmm3s Jomoraemo 3@ m@ob ob@m@ool JgbBsgmobsogob, ag. 123).

4 “The milestone from Transcaucasia is interesting in another respect. It is quite similar to the milestones
found in Syria and serves to indicate the extent to which, already in the Umayyad period, Transcaucasia,
actually even the Caucasus itself, was fully fitted into the new empire” (Grabar, Epigrafika Vostoka [Ori-
ental Epigraphy], Edited by V. A. Krachkovskaia, a3. 557).
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ol d336n1 — obmos 9339 dgodmgds ©ogdomem 3M3sbabmo. LanbGgmgbms
obggg boboMgdmsb ™m3dol Gomgmgddo dgmdmgdal  bogmbGm (36mzgemgdoom

&MobL3MAENMgdadg Bomomgds 58)-@sdsnbmab 3. 112 Brobmgol (730 Bemols
26 3sm@0 — 731 Bemab 14 8o68)0).2 5bob0dbagns, Hm3 ‘sdsbnsboms 3gMomodn
3%930b doemgdoo 8mbndzbol agmamogammn sMgsmo, Mmamez habl, sbggg
RoMnMzgEgds: bygem dmenm MmMIEg (3bmdsda dmygzsebommo yzgms (39mo oy
96094nsb 394oL396 dndogam aDsb aoad‘gm3636mggo,3 abms 339 (36mdoemn gob-
©5 0605303 653m3ba ooz sm-8a3nlb Lobgmono.*

»doabol  dogmo  sMbgdomn  30Mzgmbystims  Jomgdal  sbdbymgdol
boggmgzoa(s; 0damobol domo, ‘sd dm-dsmodol yzgmes bbgs domomsb dgws-
96000, md30b0 Lo yzsdzomdom asdmomfiggs.

LobmgomE, bymdobsbgmmdo dsbsms — Rzgbsdyg dmembgmmo domol
93900, ®daobols ool Rsmgmom, a30h39693L, M3 dogdol Bombgmgdols
ROOIYmsMn dgostgdom dmdbomo aym ©s 1dzgoms 3oM339Mm  3oabMmgol
LEBbIMEBLaE® (30 Bgbadmagdgmos, Lodmgsmme, 33356 LEbLME b
8bx3@m2)06). sbg, dogamoma, domgdol gm@IMemamda dgadmagds dgbmmoaym,
06, o6 dgbyemoygm, mafnmn s bgosdbgmggmn 3oMal Labgemo; msbs®myyemo
bogmoggal babgmory go. Logdomm gobbbgsgogdmes ba@mbgmgdal 3smgmamago-
53, 093(39, 83 g3mbggzedo, MEegm®, 35M 339 MM Madsdmds badmdem
dobomoy — doDamBob J390dg aMox3gdgdals sdmgms godbgmagdamo agm, Mobs(s
oM Jggdmm of gdmgddgs domn dmygsbommdal Lobs@nygby (8m33@m30b o)
oo, begxgm 35063, Bogomoms, smm-g3030b BombBgMmgdal dgdmbggzsda).’

0dobmabogg, Labgdgs  m@bsoMo  gm@mInmotol —  g@ggmobs, ©s
md3mbyMol — asdmygbgds.

' Sharon, Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, a3. 97.

2 Al-Tabarl, Volume XXV. The End of Expansion. The Caliphate of Hisham. A.D. 724-738/4.H. 105-120,
a3. 69-70.

* Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubaydah), a3. 310-317;
Rashid, 4 New ‘Abbdsid milestone from Al-Rabada, 3. 138-143; Sharon, Corpus Inscriptionum Arabi-
carum Palaestinae, 33. 97.

a3- 123-142 s 4 dl,o 6...1L.;J| yasdl o dde ol day ol I

4 Al-Jbour, The Discovery of the First Abbasid Milestone in Bilad ash-Sham, a3. 171-176.

5 Sharon, Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, 33. 108.

LBmMAgE ©30@G™8 33dxMBabgdm oo Logmmbomom Bmgggoemo domal Jgqdol sgaman-
0 &9dbEb 3obdGeda® Mg3mbLbEMmMJnsl, MmIgmoi agbzgds mo@gMsdmmsedn (aoaoguomogg,
Cytrin-Silverman, The Fifth Mil from Jerusalem: Another Umayyad milestone from southern Bilad al-
Sham, g3. 605-607; Sharon, Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, g3. 104-105; Al-Jbour, The
Discovery of the First Abbasid Milestone in Bilad ash-Sham, 3. 175).

7 Sharon, Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae, 33. 108.

6
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doemab 3390 bambgmgdol gm@mdmmatn dgndmagds dgdgabsntsw bam-
3mgo@anbmon:’
1)  Bobdsms s bbgs Lsbyobo Ggmogon@o gmEmInmagdo, Gmdgmdocs
Loydamns seemadbs s dob dmzndymdy;
2)  bagmogsl dmblbgbngds;
3)  Bo@omgdymao Ladydomb @dmomm dgosdbgrggmals dmblgbngds;
4)  Lodydomb gbEmmgdol matneon;
5)  8sbdagmo 3b0dgbgemmgabn (‘36606‘3@0?) (396@M0©0b;
6) 93 (3968M0b abobgmgds.

doemals s 3mbyMa Bombgmgdo 30 dgozo3ms 0bxmMBs300L 30badmals:
1)  &gmogonmo gmmdnmgdo, Hmamg 6gbo, gsdm@maggdamos (sic);
2)  Bomomgdamons 8sbdaemo, Gmames Bgbo (‘sdsbosbms 8amgdals dqdmb-
393590, 80mgddo datnwab bob@g8nlb gomamgddn); oo
3)  abobgmgdmmos 3mbg@n, Loowsbsz somazmgds dsbdagma.
m3s05bms  domgdol dggdobggzsdn dbmemme T-05 mszmbymo (80emo-
Lob, GM3gebs MBsnsbms gdmdsl 3smagmamagonmo 60d6gdobs s dofowal
dorblgbngdmmdols Loggmdggmdy 80303‘30736360)), s 7 3o gMgmo (360)6306
©935M5300b5(3 3o BoMB3moagbl); ‘sdsbosbms amagdol dgdmbzgzsdo 3Gm-
3300 bo38sme aobbbgsggdmmos: 4 ms3mbymn ©s 2 3Mgmo (ab. bgdmom).
»domabol 8omo 3308396930, HM3 MmBsnsbors (s s6s oMM ‘0dsbosbms)
396omeol domol BaMBgMmgdal gmmdnmama dgadmagds domnsb msgzmbymacs
ymgomoym. mdoemobol domolb bs@bgmolb Logmdggmdg odgeds dgazndmos
3938 30mm, MHmd, dmgxgm donb(z, dommal J30b ©sb0dbYgds, MBsnsboms gdm-
45803, 3Mog@nznmo, gdbimndonGow, MEomadstmmo oym (MBomodsmmds-
do gammobbdmdo Mgmogonmo ©g3maMaoobs s bbgs Labol 0bgm@mdssonl
306039353007 ©5943965L, 3MogGozmom, dbmemme ©ababemgdnmo 3¢bd@nbs ©s
dsbdoemals domomgdom 33800%0663Q)ob). BmgngMon domals mogmby@mds, by,
domnab 3Mogd@ognmo dnamds bgobgmormol dobss@bol dgmhgzobadn, dom
aBRMm asboggdo brgds, o gogsmanmgdm domal g39d0l JobmdMog ©sddowyg-
dsb, 3Gogomm smalb 3oemm3g@Mbs s Jomdy gosgndmmon babsmogmb gbgdals
momm doemal Igamgoom Imbsbndbsc.
o6 dgodmgds oboz o6 5060dbmb, M3 Lobsmogmb RAMonmmgo gsbs-
30M5b mds0sbms 3gMnmal g3oaMogogmo dgamgdo 0dgbse 0dgzoscmns, GmJI
96m-gM0 dmemEMmobogm 6536m3dn o3@&m™Mds obo(z 3o 90bndbs, MHm3 gMayal

! 3goc. Lindstedt, Arabic Rock Inscriptions up to 750 CE, a3. 421.
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Atommgmom m3snsbms ghmn g30gMax03mmo dgamai 3o o6 333@36(0(90.1
»domobob dnmal 360336gmmds o8 gmombomsz baggmabbdms.

*

bagomomggmmb 3gmey Juggmo bambgms 30 3. 147 Bemals ds'sdsboo oMol wo-
MM gdmemn (764 Bemal 3-31 md@)mﬁbgﬁm). Bombgmol odnLbEgdyma bo-
300b30bo30 s, LadmgsmE, baMbgMmol obEmMGanmo 3603365mmbobadn
30dmgboemn 6536mBn 8bowmgds asdmbogzgybgdmom.? 53 g&o3dg 3o ymMowmy-
3ol gogedsbgnmgdor dbmmme Bsmbgmal momomol abyb®gdol obGmGamm

3b0d369emmdsody.

L. 6. (Fig. 6.) mdamabab 3. 147 6. 3> 33560l Bo@ByMs>
o;;@mﬁnb RMG™

dmg0939600 baMbgMol smbgmommdsl: dmmsegbgdmmoas 107 / 34 3. dmdg-
dob gg0dsg30b 33000Mdg. 398)-bs3magds 0zombgds 339060l Fbmemme Jzgws
bsBomdo gobmagbgdamao Lsda LEMagmbo; gsdmmddnmos gotommo, M3 botm-
Bgs 88039 33906 Dy 0bygdmes, 869y, Jvmemme g43bbEModmbasbo aym. bgws
Lado LEGMogmMbobash 3Mod@ozmmon sMasxgmas ©sMAgbommoa; domo Bszombgs
LEYos dgndmgdgmos. bgznwsb dgmmbg LEMambas Logdsme @abasbgde-
™03, 3655393950l bsboma o6 030mbgds, s BMOL godm@ebs 33 g8s3dg donbs,
dgomgdoo  godbgmgdamos.  Ladsgngmme, LEYmaE ogzombgds Jzgoes ™o

' Lindstedt, Arabic Rock Inscriptions up to 750 CE, a3. 413. oggg mBsnsbors 3gGommals gdngMagn-
gamo dgamgdolb gmobogngsns ggmamegomma 36Mabznd0m, BoMbgmgdol &ndab dncmnmgdom
(0d33, a3- 413-414).

2 Paghava, Dzneladze, Topuridze, The Monumental Kiific Inscription Dated Sha ‘ban AH 147 (3-31 Oc-
tober 764) From Tiflis.

P 93@m0b gm@m

120



LEMngmbo, Gm3gmocsy go3o3L, BaMbBgMal, dgbadmms, yzgmadg 360d3bgmm3s6
3mM33mbgb@l, Mmool asmgzamnlbnbgdsz om0mgdgmos  mdaemabol  Losdo-
b ©osMbgdal  JOHmbmmmansdy dbggmmdabsl — Bombgmal (33[)6‘@@3-
3ab) moFomb. dmagyeglb LBmMgE Jzgs ™Mo LEMagmbo s dscn maMadsabn
(Boemanl bobo 5b0dbagl ndnmb3nb36b):
& Pl O ol Ml 2S5
wle g ool g e diw plnd
o 8 ©369M Lomod 086 325605/35885685/3538583s [-da]
ds ‘3856l 69enbs dzobs s m@mImzbs s obbs

5bndbyymo BaMbBgmMal dnbssmbinl doMomawn Bsboemn @om3mos s oM
0300b90s; BogMd, Mgdagmos, Mm3 gb Jn@mEo sGadamo madnwstmo bom-
bgMs 9658900L dg339m000 M0l g5 3909dmm0; JormoaFegnal gsdsMmyemmdnsb
353m3nbsMg, bgmmbsbo(y oMsdn ¢bos ymaomaym. Bad@os, Gmd 3. 147 Bemals
d5°06560b mggda, b9y, 764 Bemal mg@mddgMdo, 11339 ‘sdabosboms gd3mdgsda, odo-
mobdo 5658980 5M0sb s Jgobg BaMbBgmal sdmdmsl sbgmbgdgb.

365emnbo s Jgusbagds

D9 39@Yy39mgdl Azgbl dng®m BDgdmon gobboemmmo LadsGmnggmmdo dg4dbaemo
s Rgqbsdoyg 3mmbgmmo s@medgmon g3naMagoimmo doboms?

©3069mo 69130B3s@n3mMa dgamgdaon.

9930 56 339356095 03530," B™A 3. 85 Bemal mdoenm@o Mm3snsbaFo nm3g-
3o o6 BoMmImaagbl of(3 Jofmnggmoms 3ngH dmdtom ,u3bm Imbg@ob® s oM(s
JoGonggmms dngf ImgMom ,9Mm3bmm dmbg@el vsbmyma Loddmennzom®, Mm-
39mo(3 396 »a35dmEaqos bosdommb 0bbEGEGMENL ggobomo(ﬁnqw,g&@ogg“.z 59 &ndob
s Mool 396360l 3mbg@gdo Bamdmsmaqbl 3mabogn® sGedaem, 396Mdme,
™35056M 0M3gdgol, MmIgmoy dbmemme dmdMalb saomom asbbbgogogds
m3505bms  Labomogmb bbgs boMmogbsbyddn dmgmnma Imbg8gdobash; 3. 85
Brmolb mdoemn® ©afM3g39dL sMoggfn g@ymdsm abgma (aogo@nmogg, NoNSTue
a609399980L ©adobnbyggds, o6, Lymss, Jooymn aMaggdgdol 605360), (3
dma3(3000s Lodmamgdsl g3g39ManEs, Mm3 obobn dmdMaemns oMs sMsdgdab,
639 JoMmzggmgdals dog (oﬁ)obgbnb mdnomme 5©d0bnbEMmamgdabash msgo-

“ 3

Lo doﬁmqwan). ab o® sMab ,,9Mmzbmmo dmbyGo PEbmMo Loddmeon jom®,

B30, bofomoggmmmdn 565300 3sGmbmdab 3gmommodoczns (69303sG0 o dmbszgdgdals
8o035mobbobgdoom), a3. 253.

2

3abobns, mdoemobob bosdo@mmb @ssmbgdol msmomobomgal, ag. 10.
0d39-

3

121



5M339, oMb, LEmMgE MGm3, ,7Ebm Fumo®, Gmdgmo dmgMomos ,aizbm
domob, 560090l dogd — ob, dmbgdMngns, oM BaMBmomaqbl sMed5ddy
Jom39emadal ‘Bmemo@ogncn ©sdm ogdymgdol 60dsbl’ 83 Lo@yzgdal dofws-
300 860d3b6gmmdom, 56 BomImawagbl Jotmmmo sd0bab@Ms300l, Mmam(s
LadmMByB™ BamMdmgdal Lydogd@ol, dmJdgwgdol boymal, oMsdg Lodsmgg-
mmdo 5658980L 3menBogmEo 9Bbgbsgbmdol Badsbos; sbgzg Ladsmzggemmdo
0M33780b 053 3300060960L, Ladstmnggmmdo vMsdgdolb Domegrbobol asblbal dmb-
dmdss; mdonbdn, DoMogbsbol Lobgmal domomgdom, oMs Fobsdadal, s6edgo
d9@MmMmmanm®-3omogmogogmo nmbom LEmymgamo ImbgGol g53madgzgds
Joommo 5©8060LEMs300L B0gM 396 aobbm®(309mgdmos*.!

0g8039b 0gds dgadmgds hzgbmzgal banb@gmgbm g3mdsdn mdaemabol / wm-
Bobob BoMaggbabols Jogh asdmdzgdae Lbgs sEedeem 3mbg@gddgws3, Mmdgem-
»d 3Mbgdmdag vabEmgdl, Mma VIl Loy znbol 3omggm smbmgmmaddn mdo-
mobol (s@odmmo) Dotoggbobs oMz 0Ly L3mMsmmom 8mJdqmgdos, MmamM(s
dgndmgds aggyndms 3. 85 6ol nfM3gdal dg3wamdn, bgdmo sembgfMaema 3mbg-
&qd0b 5e3mhgbsdmyg. s8bmEMBMEMs yzgms domasbo, obgzg Gmamei 3. 85
Brmolb ©0M3gdgdn, Bomdmamagbl 3mabogn® osMadam 396 sbemabs oy b3nmgb-
dob 3mbg@ol, JobssmbmdMmngom s domgmaMmaegoymam asdsMormmn SMadgemo
93960200

©o35b33000, Mm3 3. 85-152 Bergdol dmsmgwdo (704-770) odoeoldo
dmgomo oModaemn 3mby@gdol Mo8gbndg LyFns, BaMd3mowaqbl sMadme bo-
dmbg@m q30L0sl, s 3Gs sEgamMd&og (JoGormm) 0bsdsdl.

9L 30 035l 60dbsgl, Hm3 MMl 83 dygomgodo — 704-770 brgddo —
»doemabdo gbg30mdL, obosi By3zg@oma, sMsdmmo DoMogbobs; sEede-
™m0 DaMoxbobs, MmM3gmbsz oMdgdo doMmmsggb, ©s Mmdgmaz B3nbws Bymal
M3 Imbg@el 1d3zgdlb. sMsdmmo DoMogbabs 30 sModmmn 530bobE M (304~
™o 0bLEOBYG0d; Mdomobda sMedmmn baMoxbsbol ImJdgogds wzommdgemo
dmbImdss mdomolbidn s@adgmo 5©d0bab@Ms300lL sMbgdmdabes s dmddgwgdabs.

704 Bgemo (3. 85 b.) BomImomagbl mdomabol Domogbobals 88wdsggdals
sbabynbl, o6, ymggm dgdmbggzedn, dndomdal sbygdol gmmboom, terminus post
quem non. bydobs@ngmGo 3mbszgdgdom, LodsMmggmmdn sMadammo s©dobal-
BM3(305 yomndmgds 3o maz006gL VIl bam 6ol @sbsbyabobs.

33bsm35mnbbnbgdgmns madnsmmmon g3ngMagosmmo dgamgdas.

a3bboemamo a30d3L mdoemobolb doemals dzs. 88 oMdMmBsMBMnsb J30b
Bomadg 3bndbymons dobdoemn  sbobmgdamo 30b @ nwsb, 53 dgdmbggzsda,

1

B30, bsgfomorzgemmdn sGedms 3sGmbmdab 3g@mommnbocz0s (648030 zmm0 dmbs398930b
80035mm0bbobgdoom), a3. 253.

122



»0maboEsb, ©s ob Bomdmawagbl dgbadsdnl 3gMommdn sGsdms babgmdbogml
dogt 3ol 3gmomdmbymdal, dmbadzbal Ladymb. mdomabiols domob Jgobogal
35335hb0s o309 domosb 3(30MgM0sbmgebo dsMamagmumn doboms badmabo
0@ boMosdo s 3M8dgmdn. Mdamobol sMddMmgbmazsbo s SMady-aMoxn o=
obo Bombgs, dmbgdmngos, Jofmggmgdol sdbsgdamao o6 oMob. gb o6 s@ab
Joomggm asdagdgmos bLogddnsbmdol boymayn — JoMmmolb abgdo dmgbymm
5 3mgbndbsm; gb o6l 3MmEed@o sMmodms s@dababE Moo Logdosbmdo-
Lo — Bomosbo bobserogmlb abgdo dmgbymam s dmgbodbsm, s LbmMgw &d
5©30bobEMozomo baddnsbmdal dgwgase dgnddbs 30g3s(3 cLgmo dFedyemo
9303650303990 dgamon, GmammMng mdoemobol dogos.

35d5bo@ady, mdamobol omob g3, Gm3gmbgss 5rbadbmmoas dsbdaro
»bodo oo Mdamobosb” BaMdmowaqblb Jstmmadn, mdomalidn dmmgaby sfod«-
™m0 503060bEMS(300L 5MLYdMOL aELEMEgdsl.

dogfod Mmeal dmemgzebgmdws gl 9@30bobEMms(3057 Mmdoemabol doema -
M0 gdgmos, 353053, 83 3sbdoemals Jzob Bombgmal dobssmbobs s 3smgm-
aMsx0mo 60dbgdals M3snsbms s ‘8dsbosbms g3mdol sbsmmaon@ domgdmsb
356983 (3b33Ym, MM Mdoemabol dommn MBsnsbms gdmgdsl dogznmgbgds.
doomsmons, bamogslb Labgmo Jomamgdymo o6 oMb, dogmad, Mmamms gohgg-
6o, gb b nymb ‘sd sem-Fomngobs (685-705) o6 se-gsmmowals (705-715) seo-
30bobBMmo30mo bogddnsbmdol dggmo. batMs@nmmon 3oMggmbystmgdo g309439d0-
06 d-3dmoEab 3ngH abgdol 3gmomdmbymdsdy; 013 (3e, MBs0sbmMa dgfMommals
Y39 g8y 958mmBgboema 8nemo ‘sdm sem-8smodabss (o o6s se-gsemaanl).
sem-gg0gobe o om-gg0zalb  go@absbgmgmal Lsdo bs@mbgms a30hg3q96qdL, GmI
3%9%0b  3g00dmbymds-3mbadgbs bsdgnmom BoMmdmgdms ‘sdw  sem-dsmngals
bgmdolb dmem 12 Bemals 306353emmdado (336 a53m3M03bogm, MM dgbsadadnbo
Logd3006mds 53 MBs05b bamogsL YBRMM dEMg(3 sgbym, Labsmagmb gMmasbm-
3ol sagbols 838(936). Jqbodsdobow, Mdamobol doemal Jgob dmgaswaw 690-0560
bemgdo — 715 brob 3gMomeom ©ogsmsmomgdrom, od(3s, ‘©dw dem-dsemo-
Job Bgmdol dmem begdo, 369, 3gFomeo ssbrmmgdom 690-0sb0 Brgdowsb
705 Bemodeg, @tm dmbammebym smsmomgdsw agghzgbgds. Lbgsoms dmmals,
ogdmdo bozg3ns @MHMAn N353 Mdamobol DoMogbabal 343s3985Lmsbs(3.

ma3namyyemo dobams 330LE ML MHMI sMsdgdo mdoemalido 0dymezg-
3056 3. 147 Bemol 3o'5d56d0(3, 9693, 764 Bemols md@m3dgido(s. dgbadsdoba o=
M0 900, d0bssmbmdMngsm, 9bmdMngsm ©s ©sdbgmmmdol dbfMng sMsd-
mo Bombgms, d1bgdMmngns, Jomggmgdal s3mgdtomn 396 0gbgds. GMozo 764
Brmolb mdomobdn sMsdgdo 5M0sb s J3odg baMbgmobios 339,396, g. 0. mdo-
mobdo 83 EMML 33megz0bEgdnMmsn SMedmon 5030bobGMs(30ss.

123



0300850, madoEstmmn dsbams Jomomgdl oMsdgdal ngH Jotormdo,
»domabol babobgddo Fonb(z, gbgdol 3gmomdmbymds-dmbndgbady, Mmdgemacs
Bo3mgdos, Mooegbo smdsmmdom, VIl bam 3960l @sbsbynlida.

030 abgdol dmbymds (30mboboe GgMmngmmanls domgal, 50dnbobG M-
6900b gFo-gMmn BmEM3ss, g. 0. madoEsfmmn 3mbs3gdgdom, badstmggmmdon
SM33m0 330bobEMS(300 Yorndgds oM 1az0obgl VIl Loy zmbal @sobsbynbo-
bo.

mgmmg bdobIsGogndo, sbggzg medoasmymo gdoaMogoggmo doboems
admgge Ladyamgdsl mdogd@ o 303bggmmo JosMmmbs ©s Mmdomobdn sfo-
o 5030b0bEMs(300L dgdmbgmody; s ab EogsmsMammm 3o@g3s3. MMNgg-
banfn g30gMag03mmo 30Mg9mbystmmgdo gosbbdgds gMmdsbgoml s dommnmygdl
VIl Loy gmbob absbyobdy.

©o300L33600m: bajsomggmmda sMsdmdals |, dgbsmzgmdol 3gGommo
dgozgoms I, 3mbbmeoesznal 3gMomeom, Mmegbsi 9Medgdds smdmbsgmgo
bagomomggmmdn 3506(3, Loggmsmo s@3abnbGMa305(3 dgdmoamygl.

0bogz0Mmzgmos, mdomobbs ©s JoMmmdo sMsdms do@mbmds oM oym
1by39@0. 3gM0mENmsE 58dgdn Mmdaoeabl 398)-bs3zmgdse ©o©n EMmam Jom-
3530096 3009353- aboz 3o 33043L °badbymo, Mm3 Lodstmggmmdo sMsdos
domonnmagdol  3mbbmmoszos 3Mmobbdmdws ,mMmogMobsdomabdomm mmo

399&mMab gEnngmonddgogdsl — Ggfo@mmogmsn LodsMmggmmdn sMadgyemo
LadgEmdgmmgdal 39339(39L b sbemes dgdmEmAgborm B gMoGmMNsdy SESd«-

™o bgmobagmgdob 3638 3n3gds s sMadmmo 5@30bobEMaznolb dgdmmads®.!
dogMod o3 3gMomnl dofMomaea dobsbnsmgdgema oMol do0b(y Ladosmmggmmbe
09) Jofomal §gMmo@mmnsdy Jofmmgmal dsMomgmMsm, sMadymo s©dnbo-
LEMS(300b ©dmJdggds.

smodyemo osdobob§moiool Sdomggmo gohgbs VI
bomgmbolb wobosbyoboo 9bows womomomwyl. sG3dmmo s©dnbo-
LGM300L dgdmegds 3o Mdoemabol Losdommb, Mmamms Lobsmogml gfMm-gm-
0 5©d0babGMsz0nmo gfmgnmob, ©ssMbgdsb bodbsgwms. mdamobol boo-
dommb woombgde VIII bLomgmbol wobobyoboom momomomygds.

2000 3 5 © m ™ &5 b dmzgabbgbgdm sMmsdama BambgMmadal aoMhgge-
do gobgmmon ©sbdsmgdabs s 3mbLymEsz0gdabomgal 3-bgdl afMogmen dgMs-
dgbo @s 0Msgmo omgmmadgl.

' od3g, a3- 254.

124



353mygbgdyman Bysmgdo s moGgMmsGnes

K9963960, (36mMgds2 3968563 gmmgsbenabs — xms63960, (3bmmgdoe 3068963
ammgobmobs, 8gdbBo gsdmbazgdae dmadbawgl dymed batgggmadgd, bmgnm
bafgggmadgd, bogbdn: d. Bb., Bmszemo Mgmed@mon: Mmab dg8Mg3gmon, mdo-
mobo, 2008, a3. 151-246.

Al-Tabari, Volume XXV, The End of Expansion. The Caliphate of Hisham, A.D.
724-738/A.H. 105-120 — Al-Tabar1, The History of al-Tabari, An Annotated Transla-
tion, Volume XXV, The End of Expansion, The Caliphate of Hisham, A.D. 724-738/4.H.
105-120, Translated by Khalid Yahya Blankinship, Albany, 1995.

Al-Tabari, Volume XXVII, The ‘Abbasid Revolution, A.D. 743-750/A.H. 126-132 —
Al-Tabari, The History of al-Tabari, An Annotated Translation, Volume XXVII, The
‘Abbasid Revolution, A.D. 743-750/A.H. 126-132, Translated by John Alden Williams,
Albany, 1985.

Al-Tabari, Volume XXIX, Al-Mansiar and al-Mahdt, A.D. 763-786/A.H. 146-169
— Al-Tabari, The History of al-Tabart, An Annotated Translation, Volume XXIX, Al-
Mansir and al-Mahdi, A.D. 763-786/4.H. 146-169, Translated and annotated by Hugh
Kennedy, Albany, 1990.

33bbns, 080emnbnb bssdnmmb ©s3Mbgdnb msmomobsogolb —  smsbsbos a.,
odomobob bosdommb @ssmlbgdolb momamoabscmgal, bagbdn: dabogy, LonbGmmom
3m93<9cmo, mdoemobo, 2007, a3. 3-14.

3bsbadzaeman, sbIgGgemn, b36Mndsbndzamn, JoMmmzgemgdn s gomg Lsdysmm. IV-X
bor3969930 — SLBSbadz0ema 3., sbIgGgemn b., BoMndsbodzamo a., JoFmmggmgdo
@ gomyg badys@mm. IV-X bamymbggdn, 353md399mmmds ,,dg3mddgmn sbggmmda®,
2019.

3dma39Mady, Jomoremnl 3memn§n gt s bernsemam-g3mbmdnzmmn 3sb30m56985
IV-VIll by 399699830 — dma3qgtodg o., Jomoremol 3mennogm&o oo bmzosmn-
93mbmdogmo gobgomsmgds V-Vl bow396993d0, mdaeabo, 1979.

033dg, bogomarggenem VIl bsw3b9dn. 3memngogamo abBmmns — oogsdg .,
bsgomaoggenem VIl by 3mbgda. 3menad oo obGmmos, mdomoba, 2020.
393563dg, Jomorgemn bydnddsGngs — 393965dg ., FJomormemo 69d0bdsBo0 s,
»damobo, 1969.

mgad3dz0ma, dsM396 036 In333Fsnb m3dmmds 35339b0590 — mgasdzommo a.,
806356 086 3358850000 modJHmBs j0335b05dn, LLTB (39BsbnGotrmem s Lm-
(30900 -3mn@0 36 39(36n0gMgdoms bgﬁ)oo), XVIIl, 2018-2019, a3. 247-263.

125



mmeogdogdsbadyg, sMsdcs dggemmdgemnmdal bsbnson bagsmaggemmdn — mmGodo-
gobodyg 3., 9Msdms dogemmdgmmdol bobosmo bogsmoggenmdn, ALJN, bags. 35,
»doemabo, 1963, a3. 71-96.

mmeongoggsbady, m8ammnbob bssdommb abBmMmonwsb — mmomdogsbodg 3.,
odoemobol boodommb obGmmonwasb, ,Lodsmggmmb LLEG dg(36. d30m. 03. Ko-
30b0dg0emal bob. ab@E). 0bb@-0b dodmdborggmo®, @. I, 1951, a3. 185-201.
Logogady, 3Mmsdms 33Gmbmds bagsmozgemmdn — Lomogadg d., sModms dsGmbm-
3o bodomoggenmdo, mdoobo, 1991.

353, bbby Il x5°3Mm0sbob bLsdmbgdm gdnbas dsemng-dsdnb bobgemnor —
dnemnabo s 399m JsFoemn 353658mM336m5 5 o bLygemhyzos dmmab — -
0035 0., 86L& Il %o ‘Romosbol bodmbg§m 9dobos dsemag-dsdal bsbgemoor —
mdomobo s J399m JoGoemn 3sg@o@mazsbos s o Lymba jos dmemnb, LA, 5,
2015, a3. 9-61.

R30335, Logsmoggenmdn s638ms 358mbmdnb 39M0mondsiz05 (6930035803960
Imbs(399980b g350335emnbbnbgdnc) — @omegs o., Logjomoggemmdo s@edms do-
Bmbmdol 3960m0 o300 (680D3s0 gm0 dmbsr398980L gsczgsemolbnbgdom),
»ObEm 5dmbagmgmn s Lagotmggmm®, VI, 2014, a3. 250-257, 342,

B30339, d9obsey 396m356 bogsmazgemmdn b9dn 833G n39Mn gz3mena300b 3948meg-
3o (VIlI-XIII bb.) — 350035 0., dnobow 3b6mz6 bssGmggmmdo bdo dds@ogmmo
9303006 3998930 (VII-XIII bb.), LoobgGEsgom 6sdGmdn Betroagboemo
oensb babgmadbogm ¢Mbaggmbodg@nb 3g(360gMgdsms s bgmmabgdal g3s3mmEg-
&Ddg abGmEob @MJGMENL s 35q30Mo bamabbob dobogqdol Bmmbmgbgdols dg-
Lodadobo, mdamobo, 2015.

3do@0d30ma, 3658901-bagsEmzgemnmb 3amGamgemo gFmmngmomdob ab§mmonwpsb
(X-XIbb.) — (3d0&0d30em0 ™., sFedgo-bogs@mmggenmb yme@aeaemo mEHomoy-
oomdob nb@m(ﬁnn@OE(X-X/ bb.), 3dB36J, N53LL, 4, 1980, a3. 102-113.
GJo@nd3z0mn, sMmsdms dgemnmdgemmdnl 60bsscmdrgg Jsmozgera boembal 3sbdso-
330boemgdgema ddmemolb abBmMonwsb (3333w 0d6 sbsd sem-gdaenb (36mBs0m
Inbgoz0m) — (30803300 ™., sMedme dgenmdgemmdol bobssmdwys Jotron-
3900 bsenbol gobdomsgobagemgdgeno deHdmenal obGmmonwsb (0330(9 086 obsd
sen-fna0b (36mdsms 3063@3007), 30363, 015J6L, 1986, N1, a3. 73-82.
3Jo®0d30mn, 3333 nd6 3b5F sem-FR0 3M33ms 3nMz9emn m3dfhmdgdab d9bsbgyd
bogsmozgemmdn — (3d0&ndzomo ., 53do@ 086 5b5d sen-fn030 sFedms 3oMggcmo
m3dfmmdgd0b dgbobyd bogsmoggenmdn, 39363, N0J6L, 1984, N1, a3. 92-104.
GJo@ndz0mn, JsMmoemalb gM0bdmsgzmalb 696balb  3memoBazmmn  Imez569mdab
bsgoobobsozob — (3d0&0d30em0 ™., JoGoremab g@mobdmsgmob 696bgb 3memodo-
g0 dmezebgmdal bogoombobsmgzgol, L3d3, 129, N1 1988, a3. 205-208.

126



Bggogma, bgdndamn 96980 5 dson dbnd369emmdBs Jomomema 39emGmab ab-
&m0l IgbBszemabsozal (1947) — Bgmgogmo a., Lgdodmmo 96980 s Jsomn
dbodz69mmds Jomormemo 3en&a@ol obGmmonl dybbsgemobsomgal, ,0domo-
Lol bobgmdBogm MbogzgALaGgEEL bybngda®, 1 (2-4 oG 1946), Imblgbgdsms
3690mmo, mdomobo, 1947, a3. 15-52.

B9Mgogma, bgdngomn 969380 s Ismn dbndz69emmBs fsmormema 3em§mnb abBm-
00l dgbbsgemnbsogalb — BaMgmgmo g., bydogamao 96980 s dson dbndz69emm-
3o Jomormemo ym@mob obGm&oolb dgbbsgemobsmgol, bogbdn: 8obogg, MmhAyx-
o dmmdgdo byor §mdsw, 8. |, a@msmGmemmans, bLgdo§menmgns, 98Gs0b@E0 3o,
»doemabo, 2004, a3. 104-126.

R93560d30em0, Jomaggemn gemnb ab§mmns, Bab. Il — xo3560d30em0 03., JoFoggmo
gm0l ob@mmns, bab. Il, boabdn: 8abogg, 0bdyemgdsbo oom&dg8 Gmisw, @. Il
»doemabo, 1983, a3. 06-08, 1-449.

R963305, 5M33mBs bogsmozgmmdn — xobsdos L., oMmedmds bogsmoggenmdo,
&xgoemabo, 1933.

ROBA0dy, JoMmcz9emgdobs s bsgsFmzgemmb s65dmema bobgembmegdgdo — xo-
Rofndg 3., Jommggmgdobs @o bogs@momggemmb o@medmma bsbgembmmgdgdo,
»d093560 badoMmzgmmbs ©s sbemm sedmbsgmgmol obEmMosdn®, . |, mdoemabo,
2012, a3. 11-32.

Al-Jbour, The Discovery of the First Abbasid Milestone in Bilad ash-Sham — Al-
Jbour K., The Discovery of the First Abbasid Milestone in Bilad ash-Sham, SHAJ, VIII,
2004, pp. 171-176.

Cytrin-Silverman, The Fifth Mil from Jerusalem: Another Umayyad milestone
from southern Bilad al-Sham — Cytrin-Silverman K., The Fifth Mil from Jerusalem:
Another Umayyad milestone from southern Bilad al-Sham, BSO[A]S, 70, 3, 2007, pp.
603-610.

Elad, The Significance of Two Newly Discovered Milestones of ‘Abd al-Malik — Elad
A., The Southen Golan in the Early Muslim Period. The Significance of Two Newly
Discovered Milestones of ‘Abd al-Malik, “Der Islam”, Bd. 76, 1999, S. 33-88.
Grabar, Epigrafika Vostoka (Oriental Epigraphy), Edited by V. A. Krachkovskaia —
Grabar O., Epigrafika Vostoka (Oriental Epigraphy), Edited by V. A. Krachkovskaia,
Akademiya Nauk SSSR, Moscow-Leningrad, Volumes I to VIII, AO, 11, 1957, pp. 547-
560.

Klat, Catalogue of the Post-Reform Dirhams — Klat M., Catalogue of the Post-Re-
form Dirhams. The Umayyad Dynasty, London, 2002.

Lindstedt, Arabic Rock Inscriptions up to 750 CE — Lindstedt 1., Arabic Rock In-
scriptions up to 750 CE, In: The Umayyad World, Editor Andrew Marsham, Routledge,
2020, pp. 411-437.

127



Paghava, Muslim Tiflis before Georgian Conquest: Numismatic Evidence (Mone-
tary Issues in the Name of al-Mustazhir) — Paghava 1., Muslim Tiflis before Georgian
Congquest: Numismatic Evidence (Monetary Issues in the Name of al-Mustazhir), “XV
International Numismatic Congress. Taormina, 2015, Proceedings, Volume II, Ro-
ma-Messina, 20177, pp. 1155-1158.

Paghava, Dzneladze, Topuridze, The Monumental Kiific Inscription Dated Sha ‘ban
AH 147 (3-31 October 764) From Tiflis — Paghava 1., Dzneladze M., Topuridze 1., The
Monumental Kific Inscription Dated Sha ‘ban AH 147 (3-31 October 764) from Tiflis
and Its Historical Significance (In print).

Paghava, Turkia, New Mintname “Georgia” (“Jurzan”) — Paghava l., Turkia S., New
Mintname “Georgia” (“Jurzan”): Researching the History of Georgia and the ‘Ab-
basid North in the 8"-9" Centuries, “The Ukrainian Numismatic Annual”, 5, 2021, pp.
228-258.

Paghava, Turkia, The Umayyad Fulus Minted in the Name of Marwan b. Muham-
mad (the Deaf) in Georgia and Elsewhere in South Caucasus — Paghava 1., Turkia
S., The Umayyad Fulus Minted in the Name of Marwan b. Muhammad (the Deaf) in
Georgia and Elsewhere in South Caucasus, JONS, 201, 2009, pp. 16-18.

Rashid, 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb Zubay-
dah) — Rashid S., 4 Critical Study of the Pilgrim Road between Kufa and Mecca (Darb
Zubaydah) with the Aid of Fieldwork, A Thesis presented for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy at the University of Leeds, Volume I: Text, June, 1977.

Rashid, A New ‘Abbasid milestone from Al-Rabada — Rashid S., 4 New ‘Abbasid
milestone from Al-Rabada in Saudi Arabia, “Arab. arch. epig.”, 3, 1992, pp. 138-143.
Schindel, Umayyad Copper Coinage in the Name of Marwan Il b. Muhammad from
the Caucasus — Additional Comments — Schindel N., Umayyad Copper Coinage in the
Name of Marwan Il b. Muhammad from the Caucasus — Additional Comments, JONS,
202, 2010, pp. 8-11.

Shamma, 4 Catalogue of ‘Abbasid Copper Coins — Shamma S., A Catalogue of ‘Ab-
basid Copper Coins, Al-Rafid, 1998.

Sharon, An Arabic Inscription from the Time of the Caliph ‘Abd al-Malik — Sharon
M., An Arabic Inscription from the Time of the Caliph ‘Abd al-Malik, BSO[A]S, 29,
1966, pp. 367-372.

Sharon, Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinae — Sharon M., Corpus Inscrip-
tionum Arabicarum Palaestinae (CIAP), Volume Three. -D-F-, Leiden, Boston, 2004.
Van Berchem, Matériaux pour un Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicorum — Van Ber-
chem M., Matériaux pour un Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicorum. Syrie du Sud, Vol. 1,
Jérusalem, Ville, Vol. 11, Jérusalem, Haram, Le Caire, 1922.

128



KpaukoBckas, Ilamamnuku apadckozo nucoma ¢ Cpeoneit A3uu u 3akagkazve 00
IX 6. — KpauxoBckas B., [lamsmuuxu apabckoeo nucvma 6 Cpeoneti Azuu u 3axasxasve
001X 6.,9B, T. 6, 1952, c. 46-100.
KpauxoBckasi, Ilocooue no apaockoii snuzpagure — Kpauaxosckas B., [locooue no
apabckoii snuepaguxe, Tounucn, 1971 (mammHoNUCh, XpaHUTCs B apxuBe MHCcTUTYTA
BocTokoBenmenus uM. I. Leperenn, Toummcu, [py3mst).
Marasa, Ilepuoousayus apaodckozo enaoviuecmea ¢ Ipyzuu (¢ yuemom HOGBIX
oannvix) — llarasa U., Ilepuoousayus apabckoco enadviuecmsa 6 1 pyzuu (¢ yuemom
HOBbIX OanHblx), “Hymnsmarndeckne ureHus [0cynapcTBEeHHOTO HCTOPHUECKOTO My3€esi
2016 roma. Mockga, 22 u 23 HossOpst 2016 . Marepuabl TOKIAI0B M COOOIIEHNN,
2016, c. 85-91.
IMaxomoB, Monemot I py3uu — IlaxomoB E., Monemuwt I pyzuu, Toummcu, 1970.
" (3 g Al ;30 (pusliall pasl) (y0 Al jlona dny 03 I
VEYIYY D840 sl 3o 5 sl 00 lial] ol o ks Jloml iy J1 3y5all e (s s

Irakli Paghava

Founding the “Tiflis Emirate”, Administrative Unit of the
Caliphate, According to Non-Narrative Sources (Early Arab
Coins and Lapidary Inscriptions from Georgia)

Summary

The Goal of this work is to ascertain the chronology of Arab sway in Georgia, particu-
larly the timeframe when Arabs managed to consolidate their control over Kartli, the
eastern part of the country, by creating the so called Tiflis Emirate (initially administra-
tive unit of the Caliphate, rather than the [semi] independent state).

We reviewed the historiography of this issue (three different dates were sug-
gested for founding the Tiflis Emirate: beginning of the 8™ c., the 730s, and 770s) and
discussed the empiricist methodology we employed: deliberately ignoring the non-con-
temporary and relatively unreliable narrative (Georgian, Armenian and Arabic) sources
but considering the contemporary non-narrative primary sources, i.e. the epigraphic
monuments; searching for the traces of Arab administrative activities, rather than the
first Emir of Tiflts (presumably unproductive approach, due to the dearth of primary
sources). Comparative approach was employed when analysing the Tiflis mil (as many
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new remarkable Umayyad and ‘Abbasid milestones have been discovered since the 19™
century; we reviewed them all).

The following material was analyzed:

1) Silver and copper coinage issued by Tiflts mint;

2) Copper coinage issued by “Jurzan” mint;

3) Tiflts mil, undated;

4) Kufic inscription from Tiflts, dated Sha‘ban AH 147.

We demonstrated that the silver and copper coins, issued by Tiflts and “Jurzan”
(presumably, = Tiflis) mints in AH 85 and 86, the 730s-740s, and also AH 152, consti-
tuted the original Arab currency of the Caliphate, rather than local Georgian imitations.
Minting the coinage of this type testified to at least intermittent functioning of Arab
mint in TiflTs in the first 7 decades of the 8™ c.

Considering the archeological artifacts, ‘Abd al-Malik was the first caliph who
developed the postal / communication (barid) system within the Caliphate (also adop-
ting many other reforms) by fixing the roads and relevant infrastructure, including
the milestones; the ‘Abbasid caliphs paid particular attention to the Kafah-Makkah
pilgrimage road also ordering mils. We demonstrated that the Tiflis milestone, albeit
undated and bearing no name, pertains to the Umayyad epoch, i.e. the reign of ‘Abd
al-Malik (685-705) or al-Walid (705-715). Making of Tiflts mil with inscription in Ara-
bic proves that the Arabs made some effort to improve the road infrastructure in the
early 8" century Georgia (and that the Umayyad efforts to establish the barid system
extended to South Caucasus and Georgia).

The Kufic inscription from Tifl1s, dated Sha‘ban of AH 147 (October 764) makes
it clear that the Arabs controlled the city before the 770s.

The Arab coins minted at Tiflis mint as well as the Arab road infrastructure,
along with ordering monumental inscriptions in Tiflis in Arabic, are clear vestiges of
Arab administrative activity locally. Both numismatic and milestone evidence points
to the beginning of the 8" century as the time period when the Arab administration, i.e.
the Tiflts Emirate, was established in Georgia.
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1lustrations:

Fig. 1. Umayyads, Tiflts, dirham, AH 85 (Online Oriental Coins Database Zeno, #293729)

Fig. 2. Umayyads, Tifls, dirham, AH 86 (Online Oriental Coins Database Zeno, #148182)

Fig. 3. Umayyads, emir Marwan b. Muhammad, Tiflts, fals, no date (Online Oriental Coins
Database Zeno, #286712)

Fig. 4. °Abbasids, “Jurzan” (=Tifl1s), fals, AH 152 (Photograph by the author)

Fig. 5. Tiflts mil (The Archives of G. Tsereteli Institute of Oriental Studies)

Fig. 6. Inscription from Tiflts, dated Sha‘ban AH 147 (Photograph by the author)
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(800-L) " (4) Brom Bogmgdn — 796; 560bdn ombs KIVR (142) Bgemo; onzomas
Imbemmmgdolb 30g®m sb60bab smgdal 393wy (1094+142 =1236)."

dgmeg 3960Lool Msbsbdsw, s60L3n K30l ymebals babg@dmngmds asbbab-
m3tmmos 142 Bemoor s o6 140 Bemooy, Bmamz gb 3oMggm 3060568 3d0s;
535bmsbogy, 3930@380, 39656Ls s K3M0L BmMbabEgMdn K360l ymezbolb Bemg-
dob LogMom Mommgbmdsw domomgdmmons 459 Bgmo s oo 419. Hmdgemo
oisbgos Dmb@n? bgmbsbgmms oo bsbomo dbsMb dgmEg 3560s68L dg@b
s, 330gbs@, LbmEn, LBmMgE gb ¢396sL3bgmo Ybs aymb. 3ofggm 3060568 d0
30 419 Bemob gohgbs 459-0b bo(z3ma, 3530OMdm, afMegngmmo smmgzolb dgog-
30 bms aymb. Gmamy Rsblb, bgmbsbgMolb gs0s86963s gfMmdsbgmnda syfas
bemBbyEo & (B, Gogbznomo 3603369mmds 50) o d (g, Gaibznmo 8603369mmads
10) aMox;3939d0, MmBmgdag bbbyl ©mBydg Logdomm 3gogl gHMIsbgmb.
JOm™bogal mE0gzg 356056@0L 0obsbda, asbbbgsegzgdymoas I3bgonwsb sbobad-
©9 asbmo Bemgdals Momegbmdss, dogbgosgse 0dobs, M JAmbozol mEngg
35605680 83 Bemgdol LogFomm godsw 796 Bl Mmomgdl, 93 Mozbglb o6 gzsed-
™g3L JMmbogol 356056@ 7330 bamdmmagbomn dmbs(393580l dgxedgds:

oy 30Mggm 396MLosL ©eggyMEbmdom, Ma3bzgdal LogMom xodo aged-
mg3b 175+419+164=758 Bgmb o ofs 796-b, Gmamez dgsmme bgmbe-
b96dos domomgdemon, dgm@g 39@bos 3o — 175+459+164=798 Bgemb, Mo 2
brmom dg@ns &9dbEdn ababgmadmm dgdoxsdgdgm (308MdY. BogdGo, HmI
bgmbebgMgdbs s asdm(398933n BomImmaqbomo dMmbogs dgbadamn Lnd@ zo-
3000 Brmgdob LogMom Gomeabmdow 796 Bgmb sbobgmadl,? g3s93046Mgd0bgdL,
M3 0030053063 gme@ JMHmbnzsdo bLbmMmgwm gb Mosbgo 0dbgdmes domomgdyema,
dg30m3s 30 3osdbgMgdal ngH Mbws aygmlb sdzgdmmo Mn3bggdal LogMom
Rodmbamgamnmsb Mm3gmndgdn — afMogqdsms scfgzal baggdzgmdyg. sbgmaw
30 B3gb B3bgmsdo g3l 8oge as@omgdmmon Bemgdal Momgbmds 2&E (175)
d0a35R60s, Mowash amegognmen B (3-5) oo | (5 89330009 — 7) amoxygdgdol
5935 dgafMgdom sEz0m0s, 0d(3d 3os3bgEmMm 0d MMnmgdl, Mmdmgdbs(s
bagnmbsagobsmgol smmmo x360L 3mgdommmbol JMmbmemans agsdmgsb:

! Ulhubwl, Zujuwunwih b dpuunwbh, by 114-118:

2 bgmbsbgmos gfmgbmm (396@Md0 omem Arm 310 bgmbsby&dn (388v-389r) BoM8megqbo-
mo %360 abGmEaal JHmbogs aobbbgazgdsl LEmMgwm 3(3bgmnEsb 56nbsdwmy Berngdal Gomemgbm-
30l domnmgdobsb agedmgsl, &gduEnb dobgoznm, ,960L80 ggsM0 Bno@ebglb Lmdbyma Bgmoswm-
Mogbgob GEVR: (1094) bgemb; 83bgmsdo aym &ZE (175) Bgmon; 3030830, 39656@bs s %3l dm-
BobBgMdn MK s U (459); yolbdo — & L U} (164) Bgeo; 8(3bgonmsb s6obo8rg 3o gogoos 11 2%
(673); 3030635 3mbmmmadol dng s60bol smgdalb Jgdmga”. Hmameis gbgosgm, o3 bgmbsbgmal
Babgoz0m, %360l I3bgmnsb 3o@sbobs s 360bda Bn@sbsdwy gog0ws 673 Bgemo, 83 dgdmbggzsdo
33690036 x360L 358 obal Mmefama 421 Bgmb gomgdm, Mo domnsh Lzomegds dndsbozol
Bom@30mmdab 3gMomeb s goms3b6gmnl Bogm ©odzgdmem 3gi30mBalb Mbrs bamdmamagbogl.
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3bobob 8mgdobs s x360L ©s3eMaz0l mstomao —1236

go6boob 560bdn gos@sbob msmomo — 1094 (1236-142)

35656000006 yo&bdo goma@sbal msmomn — 930 (1094-164)

393990830 50dmhgbols msfomo — 471 (930-459)

3369000 x%360L smBsMmzal mstoma — 296/94 (471-175/7)

®36M0b Imgbagmmdals JHmbmemmaonsdn dm3gdnmo ghmsgfma msfawo,
mdgmoz bmdbygeo Bgmmamtozbgom ool 3mzgdnmo — x360b sbobdn go-
5&obol mafMnmns. §gdbEob dabgogom, Kgstn sbalbdn gowsn@sebgl Lmdbymo
bgmomsmobzol 543 Bgemb (GL phphtt qumipp vwsth h jULH h pmiwljutht
huyng CTVQ), gL mofomo ™Mogg 3oM0sb@do dgmMpgds ws 1094 Bgemos
(543+551/2=1094/95). g505358mb3mm, Msdwgbsw 39gLodadgds JMmmbmemansda
sbabgmgdgmo ab@mmoemo dmgzemgbgdo bmdby® bystmms Rggbgogob.

®3M0b LgabodLamoa abGmMos, abggg MmamMz 335MMbolb obGmMMns,
3067053060 5M0xggMb 333mBL bobmb %3M0L 3obsbmosb yombdn (Jotammo Bys-
Moo — Jot{m) 3505@0b5dg s Jbmemme Mo3bzgdom Bogbegl K%3M0L 306560~
do ymxabol mmbs s gombdo gmegzbob oMmb. 8gdbEob dabgogom, ysmbowsb
o60bdn K360 1094 Bgmb ao@an@obglb, yotbdo 3o ob 164 bgmn 0dymegdmes,
dgbodadobow, yombdo x3M0b gos@ebol memamsw 930 Bgmn asdmeab. gb 3o
LbmMgE b 3gFomeEos, BmEgLs Yomblb bmdgbo dsams@mbgda (oBm@) 96 35-
ool 30)08(*)803@360) RBmdbgb s ab bmdbgonl gosdsmadsm nmgmgdmas.
09) 3030bbgbgdo 535MMbol nbGMEMNsL, LbmMgL dogfe@mbgdo a393mmnbgdasb
®36M0b 3xeM3z9m-3935@Mmbggdow dsd03mbasbos abGmmoolb b3gbnwsb gsjtm-
dob 3980094

LgbsgLatal Lagnmbagol Fobgogom, x3sM0 YoMbosb sbobdn doMbgm
bm3gbos 3omamnzmbds aoan@obs, s30Ms buyddsbol ysmbidn dabgmal dgdwaa.
LmdbyMo  LsobBmGom Bystimgdo sMoxkg@lb  a39¢0bgdoshb yosmbidn byyddsbals
33[)3@0%3,2 50356 03 ©Mmobomngol yoMbo ¢339 oo bbob gosbymo oym
Lgmhygos baq)an,?’ 091330 bYJdsbals BogH Fodogmbosbms agzaal gsgmg@ab
53853L LBmMge bobmb x356006 53538069090 538980L MbEAMBabL ablg-
60gdL Xl bogy3mbal bm3gbo abGmENgMbo FoMEsb sMgggmm 3o (seBmbagmgma).

LobGgMgbme gdmbzgzs gMMIsbgml babmb K3M0l Logombagol &gdbEo
5 356 50dmbogmgmoal (36mdgda. 39Msbmsb 3300mbmmmdbo: 03539 bobgd-
dn 56030 Imo@sbgl 63. 6mbgl k39600, MMIgmas JoMmggmoa ddsmmggeols gomb-
J9bob LaMbdNbmgdnwsb gowsbzgzal EMML gows@sbam 0fbs dsmbmal dogddo

! Ulhphubwl, Zujwunwip b dpuunwbh, te 112-113:

2 byg8sbolb  Mm3sdg  gomoddmgdalb  dgbobgd, ob. dwpnui Pwpdppbpntgh, NMwuwdniphih
Shkqlpuiljuily, t9 145-147: go6sb stgzgemz0, dbmagemom abGmmos, a3. 131-132.

P omab@ogglb mab@ngzg®@ o, ob@mmos, a3. 86.
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63os Ladszob 3mBagnl, B3nws dgMalb sbomgsbols dogM, Lawss amhs 7 Bymo,
9L Om3d gongm aMogmm 35d03mbnsbds 3350530l 3o¢ds, [dMdsbs] gowsg@sbsom ab
(3069-b03og Mg 3939998d0; 5996 0l 35006l 356560 s gBmEs 336sboNL
®39M0. HMEgLbss 39 Mds byddsbds gogmo@e dsdngmbosbos ggomo dombg-
0l 3o@Matgmdabsb, [gb g306M0] Fmo@ebglb 560bdn. egLabbamma dob babge-
By 3bgbgdmmons 330650, KgsMMTomgdol dgMgy Qng“.1

39Mobobs s Lagnmbagal (36mdgdo mom dol 0gbB MM, smdmbsgmg-
ol obOMdSL Fbmmme K360l gohabsfmgdal 83dsgn s3mons, Mo dgodmg-
ds 0d0m o3bLbsm, MMI gofesbo 1236-1265 bBrgdol obBMMEsL LogMome o6
ombg®lb o o3 3gMomenl dmgmgbgdol dgbobgd Bgmb: ,685 (1236) Brmosb
Lmdby@o bgmmsmmoibzom 714 (1265) Bmodrg, HmIgmans Azgb g(zbmazcmdom,
o3 dmodmddgs dmabomms Gmadds... 533069Mgb hggbds 35353 mgmols 63nb-
5696006 gMmsem a5bmnmgdmmads 3oMEsdg@ds 396535635 s Rz963s 3gamdatas
3565398385 30Ms3mbas... .2

Logombogobs s 3006 smdmbagmgmoal (36mdoms dbasglbgds azoxndma-
30bgdlb, MHmM3 goMoabozs s Lsgombagas Bobmb k360l dmadoyMmbal sembgmo-
Lab LagFom Bysmmo Lamggdmmdgb, Mmdgmoa Emgbomgmdoo o6 RsbL.

5bobdn ®3M0b 30d@sbol 0bnz00@mMM0, dombgm gsomsngmbo, Lmdbym
ab@mEomaMognsdo  joMasm (36mdomo  3oMns. dobo Fmezebgmdol dgbobgd
(36mdg0L 3356300056 Lmdgbo abGmMnzmbgdo dsomg YM3sgmo, JoMszmb aobdszg-
™0, 356 50dmbagmgmo, dbomsm s0fngsbgmo s bbg. msds gobsdns, Mm-
dgmoz gho-gfmo 3oMggmo oym, MHmIgemdsy babmb x3M0lb bsgombagabsmgal
MO Jmbmmmaosl dnsg300 guMomgds, doMbgm sbgmoal omamogzmbaw
dmblbgbogdsol 1094 Bgmb 56sMHmbobIs cgmal, Mowash dombgmal jomammojm-
bmdab Msfomsr GMswaommao 1105-1113 Brmgdo nogmgds.?

1

Un wpum dwdwbwlup kimwn unppl juwstt Umibkwy h jUGh wyl np hjmpugdwl
Juqqklh wqghtt Ypug wnwetnpnh, qunpkgun h junpou (kphtth Mwpuupm b Aol umpp
Jubwlwiht Uinpkuuw) juowlipunug umpp Uwhwluy, b jughuy win qhopt wid. b wuyw
wqn wpupbw] Uwihnibwh Sphgnpny npming 2dwhlh, wwpun b Guwnpn Ynskghwg plpn,
b wunh thnpubguit 'h dwtwby b Yngkgur dwbwinuy fuwy: 61 'h puntwy ittt Uudhlnikhg
jutophtith Umpdwbw) phpun jUGh b hujpuybnmpbubh nbweh Pupunh b jupghgur
udw wolt Yphippwltu , np qijuh mpopthgu puwswybpugu wot:», dwpnut Fupdppbpntgh,
NMunnuniphill ShEqlpwljul, te 147: 3o6wsb stgzgemzn, dbmaemom abBmmons, ag. 132-133.

2 «Upg h Yykg hwphitt mp b hhtg poiwfutkiuvhish jkopl hwphip snphipnnwuwt jnpoud
tupu ukp, qop huts wpwphtt wqqh thwnnnug puy hpjuwbu b puyg hpluwbniphiu ... gplwy B
dwbpudwutwpwp hwyp dbp b pug umppu Uunnisdny thwpuinpbu] dwtuljut Jupnuybn,
U hwpuquub dbp Yhpwlnu Juppuuybn..», dwppub Pwupdppbpnbgh, Nwndnphih
Shkqbpuiljls, to 192: 306006 sMg39em30, dbmgzemom obGmns, a3.164. sd3g 50g60dbogm, Hm3
30653mb 356ds39mab ab@Gm@osdo o6 gdmbsbmms sEsbsofn (36mds Babmb g3Gnbs ©s 8obo mog-
aosbagmal dgbabgd, ob. Whpwlnu Futdwltgh, Nwwmdniphill Zuyng, 1961:

? x0b830s, Indsbngol 658980, a3. 211.
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do@bge sbgmo gomamogmbow dotomsz 1105 bgmb gzpeombs, oxd(ze,
Mmgmdis bmdgbo obEmMogmbgdal (36mdgdo g30h3969096, ol 3ocmsmagmbaw
1339 1081 Bemosb dmoblgbngdwbgb, gb msmowo 3o dobo 3omamogmbol swgon-
mab 8339mo@ FaMmmbggalb msmomns.! Xl Lo 3mbab 3omggmo bobgzmab bmdgbo
ab@mEngmbo, domg Mm3sgmn dmagzomb@mmdl: ,bmdgboms Bgmmamtnzbgol 530
bgmb bgmesbbdygem odbs ggsmo dombgmn® [«h pmuljumimpbwtt huyng h
juth TL...akntwnpkghtt gSkp Pupubny»], Gog do6bgmolb smbsgemagdal msmo-
mo 1081/2 Bgemb a35demgaL.?

Xl bagy3mbals bmdgbo abGmMogmbo joMszml asbdszgmoa dombgmal gom-
©5(335gdob Jgbobgd  a30083m3lL: ,LmdbaGo Bgmmsm@abgab 562 (1113/2)
Bgeml Bnozgoms mgomn dombgmo, g3yMs Mo 8s8sBmogimds 33 Bgmo)* [«b
CUP pniwljuwiht Juudwikgur nkp Puputy Jubw) ghuypuugbnmphiib
wdu Epbumt kpkip»].2 o9 8omomgdam mstomlb go8mgs magdo dsmbgmal 8s-
35dmsg3Mmdal brmgdol bogMmm Mommgbmdal (33-U), dogocmgdo 1080/81 bgmb.
0dM0g0@, JoMdzmb  gobds3gmobamgobsy  dombgmol  smboyMgdol  maMoaco
1080/81 Bgemns s dabo dmblbgbogds gsomsmangmbsw 1094 Gl dge Loy gnbyg-
3ol ob@mE0zmbgdobomgal 8bsdMHMBaDAL oM Bomdmawaqbl.

9g3L o6 0bzg3L oz doMbgmal s6albdn ymezbs 1094 Bgmb, goM@sb o-
dmbagmamo a353(36mdL, Gm3 1092 Bemabsmgol dombgem jomamogmbo 3gbatnals
aogmom Mm3sdo Rognms, 99gosb 3o 560bdn gogdabagms.t s8Mogow, 1094 Bemo-
Lomgol do@bgm 3ocmamogmbal s60bdo ygmegbs LmdbyEn Bystmgdaobasmgaol god-
&oo s dab Labgmmsb bobmb k3l sbobdo asws@Bsbal ©s3o3dnfMgdss Lmdgb
3300b39emqddn 30obgol 60369dL o6 aoshgbws.

o) ®36M0b sbobda dobgmal moomlb — 1094 bgmb, gedmgsgzmgdom bLgo-
bodbotdngg Bomomgdyyema Bemgdal 08 MamEgbmdsl, Gmdgmoai gsnsms K360l
53oMmzg0sb dob sbobdn dobgmsdwy, dognmgdm 298 bgmb (1094-796=298).
53M0g00, Lsznmbsegol dobgmgom, gsdmeal, M3 g3t J3bgomsdo smndsm-
md 298 Bgmb. gb mofomo bLogdeme bsomegds Jotomalb godcob@osbgdals
MBo305mM@ 39MLosL s bmdby®o Ladmsndnmm g3mmgbool dng® bmdbgomol
35360b 0sbgdals Fomgdym maynz0on® cmsMomdy (301 6.) SEM PN (355,

doMmamns, ,60bmb K300l Lognmbagdn® s35bg Lamdatn o6 oMb, Mowasb
&94bEdo o6 M0l ImEoboemn 33sMHMbOL abGmEnol dnMggmn bsbomma — 360l
3(3bgmsdo smdsmmgal mbmmds, 353033 abog JoMmmob asodMob@nsbgdsl amo-

" £phunnibwy Zujwunul, ke 175:

2 Nuwudniphih Uuwnpknu Miphwbkging, by 265-66:

> Yhpwlnu Swbdwltgh, Muwndniphilh Zuyng, ke 108:

¢ Jdupnut Pupdpplipntgh, Muwwdniphil ShEqhpulul, te 143: 306006 oG93 30, dbmaemom
obgmens, a3. 129-130.
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ame  a56356smmgdgmmsb mbws ©3033069309L, LmAbgoal godabBosbgdals
mdMnesE 3o bes 0mgdwgl Il Layznbol 90-006 Brmgdlb. Mmammoy o6 b
ogmb  Bgommm@o moMomo, @od@os, Mmd Lbgswsbbgs Lmdbm@o bystim Le-
Mmoo gsbbbgaggdam 39Mbogdb 33563000l Lmdbgmal aodMabEnsbgdal dgbobgd,
doo dmmab agbgwgds Il bamgmbal ¢3960L36gm0 sbmgmmang. dsgsmomsc,
dmbg gommabis@mgmabomgal bmdbgdo Mmdsgmas Bgmmamtaczbgol 43-9 bgmb
35JM0bG o693 mmsb, Mo 291 Bgmb gz0dmgaL.! 3gbedsdabsow, 3sbgmada g360L
>oMmgs, 369 JoMormal 3ol nabgdal msmoama 298 bl doemgdsz hggbo
bmdgbo JAHMbobGabomgal JOmbmmmanymo smMagzs 3o 50, dmgmgbgdol enm-
303960 56308 g36MHMdss.

30093 g bsnbGgmgbm gog@n: oy bgobsgbomabgmmo x3MEL sedsmon-
30Lb moMomb dngmds@gdm Bbmagdal 03 Mom@gbmdsl, Mmdgmarz dsb Jsbgos-
3o goo@oms, 8ngnmgdo 473 Bgemb (298/9+175/7=473/75), 63 LoobdgMHgbme
Mobemmggds ddsbogal gomms3zomgdol 23m0mb,? B sMob 9b — sdobggzs
09) 3530Dbmn 3060dbgds? 3304Mmdm, ob, 3063 bobmbL R3MEL Logznmbagal
5358 d0m, JOHmbmmmanal bsbomlb Jdbows, Lsgdome joMasw ogm gomgoom-
(36Md0gFgdnmo mebasmmmm JoMmym s bmdby® abGmmMomamaogosbs s 3o-
30mM3M5x05d0.

473/5 Bgmmeb ms3ogdotgdom dgndmgds 3063 dgazgosgmb, MGmd bLgo-
bogbamal dabgogom, babmlb g3sM3s Jsbgms dndebogal goMos3gomgdedoy we-
&m3 5 ab 7 Bemol go6853mmdsd0 3otbmals 8:gddn 0bobgdmes,? BoaMaed, Rsbl,
9b 7 Bgmo bgobsgbotrmmo gg@boolb sg@mmobamgol 0d 175/7 bgmda dgonl,
mdgmoz ®3M0b 3(3bgomsdo gmeabal vy303d06Mgds, Mawash dgdoamdn Maczbgo
459 bgmo x360b 3o3mo@bs s 396560dn go@emMgdmmao Bemgdals LogMom Mom-
©96mBol 58Lobggmos s sMbaE s@at oMol bablbgbgdn L3gmn 96 Ss@Mbarma.*

»M0eo, MHmdgmai %3M0L ©s39Maz0L meMoma oMol aodmzbowgdey-
™0, 360bob 8mbemegdal BngH omgdobomsb sGob s 3s3dnMgdmma, bznbadbamal
dobggom, xgoM3ds sbobdn oym 142 bgmo s @sngsmgs Imbommagdol dngH
Joemodol semgdal dg3wga. JMmbogal dmbsa393g60m, oy 1094 Bl ogeds@gdm

' Movses Dasxuranci, The History of the Caucasian Albanians, 33.173, 396.1; sbggzg, ob. MacDermot,
The Conversion of Armenians, p. 295.

2 sdmemadg, dndsbogob 658980, ag. 21-23.

LBmEgE o3 7 Bgmdg o93b Lamdatn 6. gobsdasbss, Mmmgbsi JHmbagzol dobgrmgom d(3bgomsdo
®3600L 0mBammngol moMoma 289 Byl amgdl, ob. gsbsdns, dundsbngob 65898s, ag. 210.
*gbadmms, 3zbgomsbs s 3sMbral dmgddn ao@emgdmma Brmgdolb Momogbmds 175/7 ghmew
3600 BoM3meggbaemon, Mowasb o3 Bemgdol gobdsgmmdsda, bgabagdbomol sg3@mEal sbMnm, g3oML
36 ©E>@M3gd0s LodoMmggmmb GgMogm@os s dobo smddom, L3gMn — gb badsMomggmms, dg-
Lodsdobom, Mo3bzgdnz IRANBIOMOs 3gmamagnnl dobgogom: 3ofggmo — Lodsmggmmb
&9608mE00Dg dabo ymebs (Bsbgmobs s b3g@mdn) — 175/7, dgmerg — Lmdbgmdn gows@obs s
393m0@bo s 356560 ymazbs — 459 Bgmo, yombo — 164 ©s dmenmb, sbobo — 142.
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o domo badgsmagdom 398L s 398 oK IMGEMMEIL 3dmgal magal mbmm-
sl

©33mbdgdyma Bysmmgdn 3 MmoGgMsGnes

3dymady, Jomormem-bmdbamn maBgmedamumn gmmngmomdgdo — sdmmadg
om., FJomorgm-bmdbamo modgmedummemo gmomngmonmdgdo IX-X bowymbggd-
do, mdaemabo, 1944,

3dymady, d9dsbngal 653935 — sdmmadg om., dudsbozolb 639985, cmdamobo,
1974.

360b@o39Lb mabENgzgMG (30, AbGMMns — s0LEBS39L ™abENggOG (30, abEmEns,
»doemabo, 1974.

3bs036n, 3580l 30l 0bGMMHNNES6 — SLomsbo J., 30 Dol x360b nbGmMmonwsb,
LL, 4-5, 2003, a3. 34-45.

35656 3693930, Abmgzemnm ab§mmns — 35M©s6 G330, dbmegemom obs-
B@mMM0s, mdomobo, 2002,

053m (3965390, I3 3emmBs2 d9dsbnzobn — 053md (396 @0z39m0, JoEGzcnm-
352 dmdsbogobo, Joromma s bmdba@o &qdb@gdo asdmb(zs, 388m33mg3s, 30M0-
968900, mgdbogmbo s Ladogdmadn MMM oem. s&9yeadgd, mdoemabo, 1938.
%963305, J9dsbnzob 659935 — x56530s 6., Indsbogob 659985, Mdoemabion, 1986.
MacDermot, The Conversion of Armenians — MacDermot B., The Conversion of Ar-
menians in the 294 A.D., REArm, t. VII, 1970, pp. 281-359.

Movses Dasxuranci, The History of the Caucasian Albanians — The History of the
Caucasian Albanians by Movses Dasxuranci, translated by C. J. F. Dowesett, New
York, Toronto, 1961.

Passion of Saint Shushanik — Passion of Saint Shushanik, The Martyrdom of St.
Vardan Mamikonian’s Daughter, Translated with an Introduction by Rev. Father Krikor
Vardapet Maksoudian, Edited by Ch. H. Zakian, In memory of Yeretsgin Agnes Rose
Maksoudian, 1999.

' Yhpwlnu Swbdwltgh, Mwwndniphii Zuyng, bty 258-259:
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Rapp, Studies in Medieval Georgian Historiography — Studies in Medieval Georgian
Historiography: Early Texts and Eurasian Contexts by St. H. Rapp Jr, Lovanii, 2003.
Ujpowt, Ujpuwpww - \.Ujhowl, Upwpuwwn, Fuwppwph Zujuunwtbuygg,
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Bpbyut, 2002:

Mapp, Ilpedsapumensusiit omuem — Mapp H., [Ipeosapumenvroviii omuem o pabo-
max na Cunae sedennvix 6 compyonuuecmee ¢ H. A. [locasaxosvim u 6 Hepycanume 6
noesoxy 1902 (Anpenv-Hosopy), CUIIIIO , 1. X1V, 4. 11, 1903.

Meaukcer-bekoB, Hemopua Kpecma ceamoii Hunvt — Menuxkcet-bexos JI., Hcmo-
pus Kpecma ceamoti Hunvt, UADGAH CCCP, Ne 9 (14), 1941, cTp. 59-63.
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Dali Chitunashvili

A Synaxarion Lesson of the History of St. Nino’s Cross and
the Chronology of the Journey of the Cross

Summary

In Armenian Synaxarion (Haimsavurks) on March 30 or 31, the lesson of St. Nino’s
Cross is preserved, which tells the story of the cross from its erection in Mtskheta to
its loss after the capture of Anis by the Mongols. It is believed that the history of the
lesson of the Cross is based on the 10" century Armenian author Aharon of Vanand’s
work “The story on the Holy Cross of Nune”. The work, the author of which is Aharon,
a member of the brotherhood of the Vanand monastery, tells the story of the Holy Cross
of “Nune, the leader of the Georgians”; the plot is as follows: Kartli becomes Christian
with the help of Saint Nune (Nino), the cross is erected, which Saint Shushanik later
sends to her homeland — Taron — due to the apostasy of her husband, with the help
of monk Andreas, a disciple of Sahak, however, the cross does not reach Taron and
stops in the Parkhali mountains, from where it is taken by the last living Mamikonian
— Grigol, the son of Hmaik Mamikonian, to the Castle Kapuit after the death of Shusha-
nik. On the way, Grigol has a fight with the Greeks, which ends with his victory. The
cross is moved from the Castle Kapuit to Vanand and a monastery is built in its name.
At the end of Aharon’s work, the cross is moved to the village west of the Castle Karin,
which was named “Cross” in its honour. A special service is established in the name of
the Holy Cross and the representatives of the Bagratuni dinasty donate this sanctity to
the villages.

The comparison of the Synaxarion narrative and the story of Aharon shows that
the Synaxarion version lacks several passages of the Aharon’s narrative (the raising
of the cross in Mtskheta, the appearance of the miraculous pillar before the capture of
Rome by Valentinian, etc.); however, the main line remains unchanged and the post-
cross adventure is added until the 1230s, when, according to the narrative, the cross
that was moved to Anis in 1236, was lost after the capture of the city by the Mongols.
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A detailed study of the chronology attached to the lesson shows that its author
is well acquainted with both Armenian and Georgian historical sources and relies on
those historical data (the Christianization of Armenia in 291; the death of Shushanik
in 473/5; the rule of the Bagratuns in Vanan — 10" century; the years of the activity of
Catholicos Barseg — 1081-1113, the capture of Anis by the Mongols — 1236), which
were known and accepted by Armenian historians in the Armenian environment of the
Middle Ages, thus building and giving more credibility to his narrative.
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(,898960%) ©obggEGEMEs. Foasd gl Fo0bz 39 bLBAL Sbojmsh 383806 9dmm Lbgs Bobssr-
89amdgdLb gom@gn 30sb3nwmgmal mbmmdsedn, HmIgmos 9Mm860d36gmmazbaw dg3mdsw mbws
Ronmgommb. o8 3g30mB8alb gocmzgamnbbobgdom, M3oMs@gbmds @bos Bogsbagmor bgnbsgbamumma
(36m36980b (36mdab s LbmEn RsblL g. asdndsdgnmal goMommn, Mmd ,6oz0gmeg dgiab Labgemao
8oRddsemmemns” (ndgg). 53 goMg8mgdal o. dmazgMmadg (s 0mgorobBabgdl, ormd(ze dob sEabEmE sblb-
Bab ndemgge: 0130 bodsmormy bgabsgbammmo Mgwsdznol BbsMmgbss, 85306 Mbrs ogmdzem, HmA
30mMa0 dnsbdobogmo gmzsl 30Mmz6980L 0gbmMamgdsol sbpgbl, Medwgbswaz 80b3s Jm@Bamds
m356mBab J3M03006 oo 938sgmagzargds gsdmobzns dabsbBonb Mdsmmagl Ladmgogmmgdsabs
5 bababmol 3060l o dmbgmggdl dm@ab” (dmazg®ody, ,»d99m J39906060% a3. 21-22). Loddg
abss, Mm3 gmzgdal agemolb Bomdmdawagbrmagda, bogogmmgl 8m3ggmol 3gdwga, omaby (303abbo-
56 6ygdmmo, msdal yzgmes 033gMe@meal Babssmdmgy nmseddmgdwbgb s ©s3eMmanmo 3m-
Bn(30980b 0aqbsL (300MdEBg6. XI Loy 3mbalb 40-056 Brmgddon, MmEgbsz gnmao 8omsbdnogmn
30l obDegdsl BgMms, 9o @HmL Mdmagfgbo m3gdolb mxsbo 339 eBedrgdmma nym.
Gmamez RobL, 88 Mgemmdal gomzemabbobgdom, gom@an 8msbdnwgmo dgabgdyman dmgmnwms
3gFobbygmo gm3gdal mgsbob yzgmedg (36mdama BomB8mBaaqbemol 8mbbgbagdsl mogal cbby-
93530 (6030x3mEgL bobgmal ©g360bsmzal ob. 0msby agm3g@Hal mgdbo).

* ob. Constantine Porphyrogenitus, De Administrando Imperio, a3. 206-215.
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300 JMadsmaBo bogognmMgl ddobdgom dofs gm3aboeb dgamd-
mds 968-69 bmgdowsb, Gmmgbsg ob Gomb dmbabrmgmg bamenal cgdals
@9dbo ogm." Bogogm@gd 358 Mnzombol dsmsmo Godmmo dosbogs ombo g
960bosgl s Lagbgdoo dgbadmgdgmons, GmI 960-056 Bemgddo mm@mboggs s
doMs(3 gma dmbsbomgmdwbgb 033gMe@mMal sm8mbogmm® 358356093d0.
BogogmMg gm3s 3oMasm 03bmdms sombdy dmmgsebg Ladngg Jomggm dgMb
— 0m3obgl, 9n™m3z039Lbs ©d MMMbBoggL. 0mzgebg sSombgmo, ©sz30m JYMOdoms-
&ob LoMEsm-gmagznmo,’ Bomgdymo agm badgym 3omdg, bdoMow Rsomms 3mb-
LEo6BNbM3Medn s LadmdzMgdo 8m3Jmbos sMbol MmszMabsmaab.! ggm308g
500mMbgmol  LbgnbodLbatmma (3bmgMgds az0@ymdabgdl 0mzsbgl gMon sbgoo
30D080b dgbobgd gwsdsmsddo, ,60bsdg bogoxnme @3Mmal-dbsbn@obs dgg0-
ba®, BmeEgbsg 356 3dggma Bsdmygobomo g8m308y dmbmbmgs 033gMs@mMb.’
0mgabgl 3s@0g0m dgbzbab o 6gds oMmmgl magabmab, scmbdy Bogygebs
dgomo, M3 ImbImML 0mzebgbs s bogogmmgl sbemm yEmmagmomdgddy.

6. ImE0bo 8badbogl, MHmd dndogm domgobmblbs s 80ebslby scmbgem-
03b ghmse, nmzgsby JoMmggmas bogogmmgl badgym 3omdg LabyGggmo bG-
360 0gm.t boddg obss, Hm3 B3nbosbow dg@szbyymo 8ndsgm 8ommgobmbn (894-
961) Bogogmtg gm 3ol dads aym (QUan 3bM0sb) s oo 353mgbs 3Jmbs
3sbdg. bogogmeyg ds@gFosmyMan gbdaMgdmes dogdsgm domgobmbols 303060l
dmbabBgMb, domgnbnsda, menad3mb (@Qv‘gabmb) domady. ab s dobon dds mgmbo
bdoMo LEMIMMODbI6 dodogmlb dmbabEgmadn, Lowsi 950-056 brgdda wamsb-
mm30696 dogogmol 8mbbagmgl smababygl, 353mamaddn sombgmaw bmegdmmb.’
961 Bgemb, 6ogogmmglh cmbmgboom, smsbsbgd eMmadom s@mzgs scmbals dms s
3ol Rosgnombs 30Mg@odg dMdmmgdal MM, aodsfmgzqdymds gmgzsd bowagmo
00565bgLs (3 Hbom©s 50IMbBY BMBaLEBMOL sboggda.* Bndogmabs s smababgl
Badodgom, bogogmmg dgfomaz 3o 930Mgdes dgoamdsl.’

John Skylitzes, A Synopsis of Byzantine History, a3. 309.

Whittow, The Making of Byzantium, 33. 364-365.

30mMa0 dosbdoggmo, (36mmgdse omzobgbo s 9039900, ag. 42.

Actes de Lavra, &. 1, a3. 44.

add0dsdgomo, 9mz08y dorsbdngemols (36mzmgdal bgobsJbommemo Ggosdizos, ag. 43-44.
Morris, The Two Faces of Nikephoros Phocas, 3. 102.

BM3gdLe s 3006sbgl 9MTsbgma 945 Bemals sbem bsbg3d0 3mMbLES6EBM3mMman, dsrmgabmb-
006, 9bos gog36mo (Laiou, The General and the Saint, 3. 406-407; Byzantine Monastic Foundation
Documents, &. 1, a3. 250-251).

& Byzantine Monastic Foundation Documents, 8. 1, a3. 206.

* Loggoomb 083gGe@mo domgobmbol doge bogmb gmalbida aobggmmo dgbgws (The History of
Leo the Deacon, a3. 134; John Skylitzes, A Synopsis of Byzantine History, a3. 268).
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®530L 86603, smdbsby sMbgma' 0m3z569L Bobbagmadgmo aym, GmPgem-
Lo(s, dmdom, ®gM 3093 YY3dmESL 0(36mds, Lowsi nmzgsby megdadmaw
3Lbabm@gdos.? 984 Bgemb s5cobsbglb 8ng® as(3939mo Loggmnwsb 303980 08 sbeam
398mdMmMbady, MHmIgmas obbs ©d 0mzebgl dmmol sMbgdbmodws: ,mmgmabbag-
9bo IMbsBdMBa 0maby Bmame(y 3o dmgns Azgbl dmody s dgdogFmems 3y,
LB gsmmgmbs s (3mEz0mb, s sgdmMmAaems Agdl Lobysenmdmmdsl, s mgmal
3(36900L abom s Lsgmaa Lambmgdom s MgMELbngHMd0om Bnsmbas dMsgse
s s bbgowobbgoagst Lyymogh botds@gdsl, dgobmyms dMmsgsmn s oo
dbaby@gdebo @s bgdmm 3mblLgbgdmmn dmMhAnmgdol MM, 3300 36 5o dom-
&M 03gfmb, 5390 g3, Lobysmmmdgmb s dogm RAzgblb JMabB gl dodstmls
ddmdsl gdbabyyMs oy, Mmame(y oM gfmds bbgsd, sz h3gbb MmMAdn s o3
dggm bemgddo MHm3 dMByYnbogbagb. Msdgoyy 8dwgbn 0dMHmds s neMgzsebs o3 3o(s-
ds, bdoMom Ladgnym Jomoddo Rsoms, B3Lgdmes ndMmobogm dgrggdl
doMobablgbgdgm dgmom g@om bojogmmmgomn ©sbygdmmo zoMg w©mydwy,
abg ®m3 dobo LabaMggdmm HEMbgdom ©s 3gomnmo dsdamdrmmdao dnocm
bEabmOYmo gaem 0meby dgxobsgsb, Mmgmarz dgozegws Aggbo magMabmgal
g36mbob dgdmbaegmowsb (me3860gg06) 244 638030l dmdgdsl, GMabsaz hzgb
©e)39bemedry 3rgdgmmde ymagmberog®ee. ggew ssboere 8589853 9des-
bs 3ol Lbgs bAELMdMmo 3mbdyem bgmbal dgbobgd, s gb 3sb dheds mogmal
306dnmmsb gMmaw. d93wmga 3mal msbsdgbgzbom magabo Lsgmosmo maozms
M3 ssxdbs s g0l IGemdgmmdadn s BnbsddmzMmdadn ©snd 330060y,
sdom 3o o dgnybyzg@ns magabo dmmgebgmds, 96 Lmmose dmybdns magabo
Lyemol ogds hggbo megobmgob s Aggbo mozmabsemzgal, oMsdgm 33mazs(s
R3gbmab gMmoe dMmImds, omagbmms s 339Mmom goas yzgms hggb Logdgl,
s Imagsbogdgds bmmdg, o dgn@ymdos, Mmd R396 Madg g3qbognmmgdmus®.?
500657 0bg oxobgdms nmzgsbgl, M Bm 3oL FYmom 9390 ©oE MogMado
md30bo sbegMdom ob s dobo dzoemn (3q3m3083) OG™M3d %gggoabaggggqvogg,“
3360l 3330060936 3o Bsmn LoyzsGmo andams.” gb o6 aym mEMmngHomds
dbmmme Imbbagmgbs ©s Bobbogmgdgmlb dmmob: Mmamms mogow smabsby

1

LB gPILMS, BMI 5MboLIL ©gEs Jmmbo aym (0g306mbal 548 9d0, . |, ag. 27).
»303bs qenddmababs 8onbos s IMBabBMbs gMmbs Fobs godms sMe-Iz0MgEms KMo
3babymgdobs mebmo sbmgbom magb-omgs ©d Lbmsbo Mbomba BLabyMmgdsbo ©s Jgums3bbo

2

LoBEdmNm  SEObEMYEBS® (6()(*)(4)60 3mobdn@gmo, (36mmgdee omgobgbo s ggm3zdgbo, a3. 43),
00065bgL 3oMgsem Imgblbgbgdbmms mmEboggl Bgbsbgds(s: ,oM (3 o smabsbo Mdg(396 aym mme-
6030b Logdgbs s BoRbgdmmmdsbs s sbmgbadabs” (ndzg, ag. 44).

3 3dM&d03d, &. VI, a3. 173-174.

*  Byzantine Monastic Foundation Documents, 8. 1, a3. 275.

> 0d3g, a3- 276. 3 9b6gMdb x. ©gbabo MBMEYdL smobobgbs ©s Jomggmos JmEol sGBLgdmma
bobgdmoagn dgamdemdals Jmmdabsznsl (odgg, a3- 209).
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5b0dbogl, nmzgsby dg3amaddacs, 339 Lagmmamo dmbabBmal gemmdal gadbacs,
3390©d0  goas smababgbs s megmsb.! bLagmMopmgdms, Hm3d JeMmggmgdo
d0353mo© 30dmE0sh mogmabs s 30DsbG0olb 033gMaGmMgdl dmmal, mgoom
Bogogmmgb 60badgz 30.° gb Ladgym oMby oo gogmgbabs @s Bm3sbmsb sbemm
amogfonmdadyg 398 y3zgmgdl.

Bogogmtyg gm3sl d33mgmmdol dgdmgas(s, mbgmagdo o6 0306yg6wbgb
33056 3xoM39mb s bgmb Mbymdwbgb dobo Mm@l dm3mmamadszosbs
o 303M(39emgdsb.’ sbgor 3omseMgdsada, (3bowos, HM3 JoMmzggmgdl, MmmImgdocs
50mMbal dmobs s ©oEn mogMol (3bmzMgdsdn od@onMem dmbsboemgmdbgb,

1

od3g dm3z0y3eb s09mbal abGmEosdn Jotmggmms Mmool dggebgdol dgMdgbo 333mgsenl .
3035bG0boborgl 80g: ,Jomggmgdn gbdoMgdmmbab sMs oM™ MogMal, 3Medge scmmbols dmal
439 ImbabBgmb, Mmdmgdai 03 MmML bomamndgdn (3bmgMmdbgb. nmgsby JoMmggman asb-
(3980 8603369mm356 00bbal, dgofMgal bogmgdl, Logzmagbom Boabgdl, bogmbgmb ws Lbg. (3be-
©0d, ®M3 JoMmggmgdds 000085dgb @ HmEo smmbalb gobgnmamgdsdo X Loggmbol dmem 3g-
mobgebs s Xl baggnbolb sbsbynbdo: 3mmodoznmo Mmmo, Moasbss domn mopgMgdo 0mgsby,
omMbogg ©d 95308y BamBobgdmmo mxsbgdowsb 0y3bgb ©d 3mbosc sbemm mEmomngHomds
Lodgmm 3oMmb s bogogmmg Bm3osb obygdmmon, yzgms 033gMe@mMmsb; g3mbmdaznco
Mo, Hoash nbobo Bemmdbgb o Mobbgdl, HmM3mgdlsai MdnMmagmen aob398w0bgb; ©odm-
mb, bgmogfo Gmemo, Maasb omsby s ggm3ndy godmbgbomo s@s80sbgdn ny3bgb s sombg-
gdb Immob oo 3Mgb@ogom Lafmagdmmdwbyb. smebsby smxMmMmM3zs6gdom Lamdmmadl dsmdy
© GmggdL mag0bo Lagdolb Dgwsedbgrggmgda, Mabsi o6 Rsngbrs, 30 BEyMdMag s Lymng
006bgd93Dg gHmd Bomsmn Bodmmagbols Bm3 o6 ymagamoym® (Actes du Protaton, a3. 85).

2 58 8bMog Lanb@GgMgbmes Bgdmgan astgdmgds: G300l Mebabdow, 964 Boml bojogmmmgd
bbgo LaRmdMgdmeb gfmom ©mababgh mogmsl sBgds dgmon (sbmggmol gMeadgb@n, Hm3gmo s
93090 EIENM M3M530. o3 MIBMM ©> 0300mbal 5@ 9ol bbgs as3m3(3938mmgdn GadMm-
396, ®m3 gb bos ogmb omgzabgbs o gumzndglb (3bmgMgdsedn, Lbgs LahndMmgdmseb gfMoms,
3mbLgbogdmmo dgmo (3bmggmol bsboemo, HmIgmo omgseby 0dg@ds dmm3mzgs magmal: ,o3sm
@ofboms ©d Labs@Egmms dsdsms Byygbors obo Logabgbo s dMsgambn GMMegsbo dgbambgl
©obs mogMsbs s ymggmoms dmbsbBgfms 8mabdnwabsms, Mmgmbo-ngn 3ol gs3bs Bymes
amabag 0ygbglb o o gobdmogmgdmem gbmmgb. ©o Lodmgambs, MmIgm oML ymgmabs 8mabs
Iqbogmgdgmon, BMosebo bLa3dsMmbo s dmbaggdbo Babsbgb [...] owbs M3mg mogMsbs Babzgl,
30056 (35 3o, md@mmdgdgon gobdobs mEMsl M@Bgmzms mmbabs ©Me3d3babse, Andndgabs dm-
dgdmo 0mgebgbs, s gbg ymggmms Bgmms sl SsmoG oo megmabs, s 3ybdymo, Hm3gmbs
Bgmb gBmegdab, dsbomo 3gggabs dmdgdamo 0mgsbgboagg, MmBrmabogseb asdmgamlb godmbsagaro
gmzggmms Bgmms 0 mo@fse, gnbs sobymdg@n s mEgbdg m3a3e. S Jomsm 3obgb mJGma
39bdo@ sogemmmmo 39 mo@Mse, > dgmabs (3bmMgdobs BaBomon 3g(3bemabs dmwoms [...] Lbgse
bo®o aoMEo8m3Lbsg, bogogme 8gg0bs Bagdgdmmoa® (anmman 8msb8nwgmo, (36mmgdoe 0mzsebgbo
©5 9953039900, a3. 52-53; 0306mb0b ogBgd0, &. |, a3. 27-28, 3gb. 6). . dmMobol Jggebgdoo,
53 3mbadMgdol LaBnbsomdmgame 898 y3gmgdl 0mgeby Jomggmolb smmbdg 8mbgmol omm,
m3gmoi GMowoogmae 965 Bmom msfnmmgds, omdiss dgmo (3bmggmolb mfo gMegdgb@ob
36Lgdmdsba(s o6 asdmeinsbagl (Morris, The Twwo Faces of Nikephoros Phocas, g3. 104-105, 396. 72).

> 0dsg, ag- 106.
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99696m@am bgdnbgzboo DnLbEn nbxmMdszns bogogmmgl dgbobgd s Bamads
M35 bgmbsbgmdg dobo (3bmzgEgdobs ©s Immzebgmdals dgbabgd.!

smdom, oM 93300000, 09) 3035M8gdm, Mm3 sgomb bymoa donb3wg-
dmEs Bm3gool mesbol ab@Gmmnadg, Mmdgmoy 937535@ ©S3MANMOID 0mg-
mgds > magol 3bEMng, bomImaagbos Bystmb amsbg bzomoaggbs s mgmb
0533560b5m30L. 53 bysMmb, Lonwsbs(y ogoml dggdemm s3mgzombs bogogmmg
Bm3ob (3bmgMgdabs ©s Imegabgmdol dgbebgd, o. 3ogosbo doMmdomswm ,Bm39-
dab obBmMosb® MBmEgdl.? 88sLb goMms, Babgam s@omns@g 3¢bndbogl, Hm3
Bogogm®g gmzob dgbobgd dMmsgama dggmn mbbymgds Imazombemdus.” 58sb3g
5d6mdL  doggem  3Lgmmbogsy: ,033gMdGMEM bogogmeg gm3gsl dgbobgd  dgzco
o069 sbgMamadom, Gmam(y 0sbsdgommggms, abg 353amd s3@mMms
dogm“.t sbg Gm3, bogogmmg gmzslb abEMENs segame dgodmgds Sdmbg-
bommoygm dofmggmo g0l bgmon.

39&0(3, ©33000b 0bEMM03MLL Bsgombymo ¢bos 3Jmbogl mgmombo wo-
833960L 3mgds Bozogmmmg Bmzslb dogH 36980b edyMmdol dgbabgd, Mmame(s
535b 3mMB3mMAL dabssmbmdMngae 0gb@Mn sanmo mMngg cbdymgdowsb. 5J
dmbsgzgmdo mMogg, dgfMdgbo s Jofmggmo s3@mMa asdmzzgmb Jgdol dgdbb-
dgmoms Mol 30Mmzgbgdolb v33me39max30b bdgdgdo. mgmmmbo 3@ 30(390L, GmI
»0d0mgabol s omygdbebomg 3s3gEmbgmabs s Lbgs dMbynbgamg Lafsm-
™S ©0EJYds MgdEg Jomdy Imbsmbmmdds dmo@ebs; doo mgbsi Pdmgmab
s 5993 3mBgMmmbo, demym@omdg o Lbgsbn®.’ d98mga Rsdmmzgmal Bo@mbiyemal
d96dgb s Mmdagem adnfgdl, MHmdgmms bagddgbo, mgmembol @sbsbosmgdom,
3963 8996905 60308mE gL FogM Rogboml. 53 bg@mbl ob sEsgMmbgm 0ygbgdl.
35bbs 3 gdom ©sdsbobnomgdgmos 3mbszggmo, Lowsy d0DsbGogmoa sg@mon
3b(3060L 3m3gMmbol ng® sembgfom GEmal babgmdmoag smysl s 83 ™
oomgmbos hogbom adnfmmdgdl, Mmdmagdai Lobsdwgnmgdo dbmemme 3mdg-
Gmbob 3936898 Y39mgdol boymans.t DmbBom 3 8gomeb 0ygbgdl Jotor-

1

BmM3980b mgobmeb 8gamdmmdalb  Jofmmggmgdo Bogogmmglb boggwamoal dgdwgasi saMdg-
mqdbgb: 979 Bgmb sgom JuMmadams@olb 80gm asgbegboma oM80nlb bysmmdom daofws ggmzod
bgmos@mbo @ssdomzbs. 987-89 Brmgddn jumadsmadn dgmMmgos3 @agbdsts dotmms gmysl, o3~
%o dsboma ll-0b Bobssmdoga 8mBymdam BotmBs@gdmm sxsbygdsdn (Whittow, The Making of
Byzantium, a3. 363-365, 370-373). 1022 Bgmb 1339 doMsl dzomo BogogmEg gmzs a393mabgds
aoméao I-0b Imze3doMg s DMMado Mxebywgds LadesMmggmmbdy aod8mmaddmgdye dsboemo II-b
(John Skylitzes, 4 Synopsis of Byzantine History, a3. 346; 5Gab@o3qb msob@gg®@aio, nbdmmos, a3.
48-50).

2 Kaxnan, 43 ucmopuu susanmuiickoi xponoepaguu X 6., 33. 120.

Michael Attaleiates, The History, a3. 406-407.

Michael Psellus, Historia Syntomos, 3. 98-99.

Theodosios the Deacon, The Capture of Crete, a3. 134-135.

0d3g, a3- 136-139, 186-187.
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390 3935800693, Ome mgmEmbol  339emes 330 sbabgmadl dgmdgb-mm-
dogm ad0MgdL, MHMImgdos YBM™ domo dgbm@dggdom aobwbgb (56mdambo,
30006 Bogbomo bsddggdom ©s dgMdgba s3@mMogom, egomol bsdmddgmsml
0@oMgdL GMmals bobamdmong smyslb, MHmMIgmbsog oM mgmob dgdob mombsw:
,BmEm 3350 Mo MbMmdsm dmgobogg, 309d0bs moMba 393Ms3bab owmbo ogo
5 Lobgmmgsebbo godm3g@ygmbo, 308Yz ¥3Mg ©F0MMLL s sMmabEmgmal
9mmobms, bmemm ambodmb gdMoegmbs, MmM3gmmeasbdsb gmmdsb @GmMmmapgm-
™S @ d7dg39mmabo dgod336s bMmMdobo, oy 3000M 58393bmb s 3M0sdmb,
obyy odoemagzo s g3@™m®, dgMmdgise mEabgmb s mMgb@on g3mgmbgl, ©d 306
30b 3dmg 94369; o BgmEg8sb semgdLbabrmglbba Bamdmmdnbs 8369-35(398560 s
dmg39-d93mbommdsbo; bmemm d9bs89356 39L3sb0sbg-@0@mabdogMmbn dg@mIgoms
0zbms Bgsbo gofMba dab3bs sbBgMobs. @s 3obsemnasb 8350 bogmbo Laddgmabo
o6 3gbrgl 335 dobombmmdgmaw, s3nbozbss Sgmmgbgdoms MoGmmmdabsa-
M 30633639l 30maM(35 08Yzb 0300 Lowsdg smgdLsboMmg: ‘s ©oE 0y,
sdomggo, sMsdge owbs dogdmbzg dodgdgmbs — ¢dammbL’. Msdgoyy m(3sMas
Bgem 3563Mdmdabs @fmamgmms dMdmmoababs ggMofse mambo Jgdobsoe 0gdbs,
beemem dg0bs @ag0mobo gbgmegbms dodsmon babs-gobbymdse Led ysdswdwmy
ogm, 5 390> 30639mbs  3Mgogdsbs dgmdmal babs-omammdsw. 3Jmbg-
dmEgbdse 8dsm dMdgbms bogma mbGmdoms bogdgbo og0m0Lbo s domd(se
smbg@bgl xgMmMgbs domnbogdt MoGmMmmbabs, s 3530bmadzs momb-4dbae
0y4369L ®gMm3zobLs Jadoba!®!

535d9bgdgma MHmd Badbymol  godmsmomgdoo Lbafggdmmdos, 3oy
3068300 LaMdMMAL dobn dgds@nsby. agnmal abBmMazmbo dommomgdl, MHm3
d930b 6563 9d980L Lanmdmm dob dogh Bogombym s gomgarmabbobgdaem
d3zgem obBmMMNgddn 0dsmgdmes,? MmBgmoms (3mEbal asMqdg ob saMmgMoaswo
396 5350mEadmEs: ,bmmm godns gbgss, 30meM3gr N3Mgornd3e s ByMnem-
»d 39(3609M9d360 s gom@abmmms bagdgoms 5393690560, ozgm ymanmos
d9@9ms 3gmoe-denebgdamos sbyy 3gM[@]sbs batdsmmgdymms dgdmbyygamem-
60, B0obo-a56Ls3Mdomgdgmom s bobgm s@s ddmgbybgl s sMs dmg3dembyl, —

1

6mEgds2 Jgugom-dga0bs wogomaboa, a3. 325-326.

7 Bogbgdobawdn 8g30b m@mmgs 3oMase aym (36mdoma: ,bgmegb yammbs Bogbbogg sJnboglb
bobbAogmgboe Logddge®, ©33mal Bobn 3gds@nsby (ndgg, a3- 334). 3000 53539698 9emb 056
©33Jmbs dmdEMEamn d0dmommggd ©d Mm3obs s madJMHmdol MM oM §d390mEs Jnobgal:
»@Mg © 337 30dmbegoms dobs 3ndwgdms, maddMmdoms Imnbygbgmams, dGmmdsms gobalbimg-
Bgdgmms bogbgdo g@ztms LdMegmgbs M@ s ogdmgdmabs; s Laws 606§go§ggob 39bgbs,
30fggm ymgmobs Bogbbo 8mogmbonsb $gmams @ o @ss(30m0lb gombzs, goemg ots @dnMab.
bonenm 398gmBa bgMmdabs, bogmmom domabs obay Lbzbs Mobdg Logddnbs, jmomew Jombgs
Boabms. o Mogedlh omambo sdMMnsb, babdgbgmbo sbs33ombal. s oMo goMgbamaw, sMedgo
B30 BOHMbomsw abdgbb Bobsdy mzblbs 3zombggmoabsbs, asdmgdogdb, 33ombegh, gaGmms
0300 306386 Ggdb dommbo s bom@8gbs dombs® (agzg, ag. 331-332).
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Mamuka Tsurtsumia

David IV and Nikephoros Phokas

Summary

2021 marks the 1060™ anniversary of the liberation of Crete, when one of the greatest
Byzantine general Nikephoros Phokas seized the island from the Muslims. The same
year marks 900 years since the battle of Didgori, where the greatest king of Georgia,
David IV the Builder, won his most famous victory. The present paper is dedicated to
these two historical figures, more precisely, it aims to draw parallels and find common
features between them.

There is evidence indicating that Nikephoros Phokas had personal connections
with Georgians, who participated in his wars against the Muslims. Nikephoros must
have been the emperor who presented David III of Tao’s “upper lands”, thus ending
the old dispute between the empire and the Tao kingdom, described by Constantine
Porphyrogenitus, by splitting along the Aras line and ceding northern Basian to the
Georgians. Nikephoros Phokas was well acquainted with all three Georgian monks
living on Mount Athos — John, Euthymios and Tornikios.
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It would not be a mistake to assume that David the Builder had access to the
history of the Phokas family and other writings about Nikephoros Phokas. Moreover,
David’s chronicler must have read the poem by Theodosius the Deacon about the con-
quest of Crete by Nikephoros Phokas, as evidenced by a semantically identical passage
in both works.

It can be argued that David IV used the rich military-theoretical legacy of Ni-
kephoros Phokas since he effectively used a detailed and practical Byzantine manual —
De velitatione bellica, which was based on the emperor’s records and commissioned by
Nikephoros himself. The Georgian king took these tactics to new heights and expanded
them creatively.

As it is shown in the paper, Nikephoros Phokas and David the Builder had much
in common: they were both strict and just and equally aroused admiration from their
supporters and fear from opponents; aroused equally the admiration of their supporters
and the fear of opponents; both of these monarchs deeply believed in God and lived
ascetically; neither tolerated the transgressions of their Church and restrained them;
they both equally loved and respected the monks; both were famous generals and tire-
less campaigners; both were inspired by the same ideology and were the epitomes of
warrior Christianity.
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Lavrenti Janiashvili, Natia Jalabadze

The Concept of Tradition in the Georgian Cultural Context

Summary

In recent years, some European social anthropologists have paid great attention to the
study of the dynamics of ethno-cultural traditions. Specialists have studied not only
their origin but also the conditions and causes for their disappearance or revitalization.

Ethno-cultural traditions are transient and collectively recognized principles,
historically formed from generation to generation in the process of creation and deve-
lopment of an ethnos (tribe, people, nation); norms of multifaceted relations between
people in all spheres of life are based on them. The term “tradition” was adopted in the
Georgian language late and corresponds to the term “customs”.

In the 19" century, a campaign began against the policy of Russification in Geor-
gia, aimed at eradicating Georgian national ideology and customs; the entire period
of Georgia’s being under Russian rule including the period of the Soviet regime was
accompanied by various measures against national traditions and customs. First of all,
it was a series of reforms carried out against Georgian legislation, the unification of the
judicial system and establishment of Russian laws, the transformation of the Georgian
Church and the education system, etc. Russian state institutions tried to eliminate na-
tional customs under the pretext of fighting against harmful traditions.

In Soviet times, in the 1920s, as well as in the 1970s there was organized a large-
scale campaign against harmful customs and traditions. Traditions have been assessed
as positive and negative, by their role in social progress. There was declared a fight
against all the customs and traditions that were contrary to progress. Nevertheless, the
old customary norms in Georgia have always played an important role in social rela-
tions and everyday life, defining the rights and obligations of a person to their society.

In the post-Soviet period, the operation of the national tradition as one of the
markers of identity has become more unlimited and has acquired a different meaning.
Especially when the existence of an ethnic culture or its elements is under threat. Often,
the confrontation between the traditional and the non-traditional leads to the revival of
an already forgotten tradition. Due to the limited capacity of state institutions, the de-
gree of preservation of customary norms has been higher in the mountains of Georgia.
It seems that this is the basis for a little reasoned opinion that the customs that have
developed in the modern life of Georgians (for example, the traditional s u p r a ) refer
only to the mountain communities.
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Liana Bitadze, Elguja Latchkepiani

Frequency and Types of Traumas in Khevsureti according to
the Fossil Material of the High and Late Middle Ages

Summary

The traditions and the reflection of the traumatism associated with them, described in
the ethnological literature, are clearly visible on the studied bone material of the High
and Late Middle Ages, obtained in Khevsureti. Among Khevsurs in the late Middle
Ages, there are mainly intravital injuries, after which a person lived for decades, as
evidenced by multiple injuries inflicted on some skulls at different times. When deter-
mining the probable objects that caused these traumas, blunt-solid and sharp-cutting
objects were identified. In § cases, injuries were caused by both types of objects, in 4
cases, only by blunt objects, and in the remaining 7 cases, only by sharp-cutting ones.
The traumas are mainly localized in the forehead, then on the crown, temple, occiput
and face. They are observed both on the right and on the left sides, however, most of
them are located on the left, suggesting that the person facing the enemy was wounded
by the opponent’s right hand. In 12 cases, combined injuries are observed both on the
right and on the left sides, in one case, only on the right, and in the remaining 6 cases,
only on the left. A detailed study of the skulls revealed traces of medical manipulations,
particularly, trepanation in 4 cases. They were located in the areas of the temple, crown
and occiput. Judging by the types and sizes of the skull injuries, the cause of death in
six cases should have been precisely a cranial trauma. Of the 22 skulls dating back to
the High Middle Ages, traces of trauma were found on 6 skulls. Three skulls showed
injuries inflicted during life, and another 3 had traumas inflicted by blunt-solid objects
shortly before death, which should have been the cause of death. In one case, the object
had to be both blunt-solid and sharp, and in the remaining 5 cases only blunt-solid.
Here, too, the injuries are localized mainly in the forehead, and then in the temples and
face. In contrast to the skulls dating from the late Middle Ages, most of the injuries in
this series occur on the right side. In all eras, human life is the most valuable, and, de-
spite the severe injuries found on the skulls, Khevsuretian traditional healers spared no
effort and knowledge to save people who were on the verge of death. Traces of bravery
and courage of Khevsurs are clearly seen on the bone anthropological material. Cranial
traumas were detected in 27.2 % and 59.4 % of cases on the skulls of the High and Late
Middle Ages, respectively. The fencing tradition, widespread in Khevsureti, reduced
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the average age of death by 2-1.5 years. The average age of death of the population
of the Late Middle Ages is lower than that of the population of the High Middle Ages.
The individual average age of those who died without injuries is the highest in the High
Middle Ages, which is a reality and can be clearly seen from both the minimum and
maximum ages. According to materials obtained in Georgia, the average age of death
in the High and Late Middle Ages is significantly lower than that of the Khevsurs of the
corresponding periods, which is explained by the customs of the local group and its ad-
aptation to the environment. It is also important that traces of injuries were found only
on the skulls of men, which indicates that Khevsurs did not show aggression towards
women and children and did not use violence against them.
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1lustrations:

Pict. 1-2. Perimortem, straight-edged fracture on the lateral wall of the right eye socket;

Pict.
Pict.

Pict.

Pict.
Pict.
Pict.

Pict.
Pict.
Pict.
Pict.

10.
11.
12.
13.

Straight-edged, incised wound in the right occipital and temporal region.
A healed lifetime trauma on the right side of the parietal bone.

. Anterior and posterior view of the skull. Traces of trepanation on the right

side of the parietal bone.

Posterior view of the skull.

Traces of a perimortem straight-edged fracture on the right occipital area,
from where the cracks move towards the occipital bone.

Anterior view of the skull.

A post-healing trace of a straight-edged injury in the right frontal area.
Incised wound on the left side of the scalp, from where the crack continues
to the occipital area.

Incised wound on the right temporal and occipital area.

Anterior view of the skull.

Antemortem and perimortem fractures in the left parieto-temporal region.
Perimortem fractures in the left parieto-temporal region. Traces of medical
manipulation on the right temporal bone.
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Ketevan Digmelashvili

The Royal Tombs from Mtskheta, the Problem of the Location
of the Royal Burial Site

Summary

The Notice of Leonty Mroveli is the only historical source that specifies the location
of the pagan kings and the graves of their family members. It is also the unique source
that mentions that king Parnavaz was buried next to the feet of the statue of the Armazi
idol. However, we do not know in reality how or where the kings were buried before
the king Mirian, the first Christian king, or if there was any regularity in choosing the
location of the graves.

According to common custom, before Christianity, the tombs of kings were
mostly located near populated areas of the city. We think that the tombs of the Iberian
kings should be located at Mtskheta town. Yet, no indications have been found of it in
the excavated graves of Mtskheta. However, there were four graves which thought to
be the representatives of the royal family. A tomb of the unknown queen was disco-
vered near the railway line next to the Armazi castle, and dates to the second half of the
I century A. D. The second is grave N905 from Samtavro Necropolis in which 2 indi-
viduals (females) were buried in tomb. The individuals are considered to be the family
members of King Parsman II the Valiant. The grave dates back to the beginning of the
II century A. D. The third grave is from the garden of Svetitskhoveli church. The tomb
N14 belonged to queen Ulpia (the wife of king Ustam) dates back to the II half of the
II century A. D. The last fourth tomb is also considered to be related to the family of
King Ustam from the end of II and the beginning of the III century A. D. It was located
next to the Armazi castle. Unfortunately, not a single skeleton was found in the tomb
for further analysis.

As we see, in the course of past archaeological expeditions to Mtskheta, signi-
ficant material was collected to discuss the answer to the question of whether the loca-
tions of the burial sites were based on some system. Considering all the circumstances,
the royal family members were used to buried in the Armaztsikhe (near the railway).
We also think that mentioned N905 and N14 tombs were placed right next to pagan
temples. Those temples were located at the same place where nowadays Samtavro and
Svetitskhoveli churches are situated. We think that the tradition of constructing tombs
next to the pagan temples began with King Parnavaz when he was buried next to the
feet of Armazi Idol.
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Illustrations:

Photo 1.
Photo 2.

Photo 3.

Photo 4.

Photo 5.

Photo 6.

Photo 7
Photo 8.

Queen’s Mausoleum near the railway (photo by K. Digmelashvili).

Lid and handle of a silver mirror found in tomb N905 (photo by Georgian
National Museum).

Plate of prince Tiridates discovered in tomb N905 (photo by K. Digmelashvi-
1i).

A writing complect found in the tomb of Queen Ulpia (tomb N14 in the yard
of Svetitskhoveli) (photo by Georgian National Museum).

Detail of a writing complect found in the tomb of Queen Ulpia (tomb N14
in the yard of Svetitskhoveli), referring a King Ustamos (photo by Georgian
National Museum).

A gold ring with the depiction of Queen Ulpia (photo by K. Digmelashvili).
Tomb of Bagineti (photo by K. Digmelashvili).

A plate with the depiction of Marcus Aurelius found in the Bagineti’s tomb
(photo by K. Digmelashvili).
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David Mindorashvili

One Episode from the History of Khikhani Fortress

Summary

Khikhani fortress is located on the border of Adjara and Shavsheti, on the left bank
of the Khikhanis-Tskali River, on an impregnable rock (coordinates: X 0296895, Y
4601756) (Tab. I,
the territory of the fortress. Besides the buildings of the 10™-13™ centuries, small dug-
outs of dry masonry of a later period were found here; a hearth was also found in some
of them (Table II, IIL,_, IV). At that time, I considered the mentioned buildings to
have been built by the Ottoman conquerors in the 17"-18" centuries. Further research
showed that the Ottomans had no contact with Khikhani fortress until 1815. These buil-
dings must be related with the events that took place on the territory of the fortress in
the early 19" century.

It is known that in 1803 the ruler of Zemo (Upper) Adjara, Selim-bek Khimshia-
shvili, captured Pashalik of Akhaltsikhe and finally, he disobeyed the Ottoman sultan.
Selim knew well that he would definitely had to fight the Sultan’s army. Therefore, in
1812-1815, in order to strengthen positions, he reliably fortified the Khikhani fortress.
In addition to repairing the old ramparts and towers, Selim and his comrades built small
buildings on the castle grounds and outside the ramparts. Some of them had the fun-
ction of a warehouse. Buildings with chimneys were supposed to become posts of the
Khikhani guards and observation posts.

In 1815, Selim Khimshiashvili and his 400 fighters, who fortified themselves
in the fortress of Khikhani, were besieged by the Sultan’s army. Part of the material
depicting this battle — 166 cannon shells — was traced in the oval-walled building of
the castle (Plate III, ,). The shells belonged to the fortress guards, whose ammunition
remained unused. Unable to do anything by force, the Ottomans, after two months of
fighting, tricked Selim out of the fortress. On June 3 he was executed.

Thus, the later buildings of Khikhani should have appeared on the fortress in
1812-1815, after Selim-bek Khimshiashvili openly opposed the Ottoman Empire and
chose the Khikhani fortress as the main stronghold in the fight against numerous ene-

D). In 2013-2017, archaeological excavations were carried out on

mies.
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&od. . 1. bobsobol (30b0L Labobmyg a305bgmo 306sdgbgdom. bgwo Anmm-
sdmbagemgonsb. 2. (30bol 3g-2 3m3dgzn. bgoo sbagmgomnwsb.

&od. Il babsbol (30bg. 396a3933s.

&od. lIl. 1. Lsbobeol msgwadnmggmon gqads. 2. Labsbmg gznsbogmo d0bsdgbg-
doo. 3-7. a300bgmn 6ogqdmdgdo. 8. 65396mdgddo dozzmmgmmo mabob
Fdgmo. 9. bamdsbbals gnmzggda.

&od. V. (30b0b dmbnsbo dgbmdgda.

Description of tables

Tab. L. 1. The palace of Khikhani Fortress with later constructions. View from the nor-
theast. 2. The second tower of the fortress tower. View from the west.

Tab. II. Khikhani Castle. General plan.

Tab. III. 1.The original plan of the palace. 2. Palace with later additions. 3-7. later bu-
ildings. 8. Clay pots found in buildings. 9. Bell shells.

Tab. IV. Chimney buildings of the castle.
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Goderdzi Narimanishvili

Dzalisa Settlement
(Materials for the Study of Georgian-Iranian Relations
in the 3"-4™ Centuries AD)

Summary

Cultural and economic relations between Georgia and Iran, according to the archaeo-
logical materials, started in the 4" mill. BC.

One of the most interesting periods in Georgian-Iranian relations was the Sassa-
nid epoch. In the sites of this period excavated in Georgia, many Sasanian artifacts
were discovered. Among them are several bullae. Some of them depict portraits of
Iranian shahs, and some are related to the Sasanian royal administration. These bullae,
which belong to Shahs or representatives of the royal family, were discovered in the
historical Georgian region of Kartli at two sites, namely Dzalisa and Uplistsikhe.

Dzalisa Settlement is located in the municipality of Mtskheta in the village of
Dzalisi. The settlement, which dates back to the Antique period and Early Middle
Ages, was built on both banks of Narekvavi River, 20 kilometers northwest of the city
of Mtskheta.

The settlement is identified with the town of Dzalisa (Dzalissa) of the Antique
period, which is mentioned by the Greek geographer of the 2™ century AD, Claudius
Ptolemy (KAavdiog [Ttorepaiog 87-165 AD) in his Geography, along with other towns
of Iberia.

The excavations of 2017-2019 brought to light unknown sides of the history of
not only Dzalisa, but also the history of Kartli/Iberia. Excavations have shown an im-
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portant Iranian trace there. Special attention must be paid to the discovery of the bullae
of the royal administration of Iran, in one of the architectural complexes in Dzalisa.
Prior to these excavations, the history of the town of Dzalisa was only related to the
Roman world. All architectural complexes excavated in Area I are of Roman style. This
fact quite rightly connected the origin of the city with the policy pursued by the Roman
Empire in Kartli/Iberia.

The information of Claudius Ptolemy and the data of archaeological excavations
show that the city was already one of the important centers of Kartli in the 2™ century
and was strongly influenced by Roman culture.

An important change in the history of Kartli/Iberia took place in the 3™ century.
This change is connected with the military-political activity of Sasanian Iran against
the Roman Empire. One of the important areas of the conflict was the South Caucasus.
The kingdom of Kartli/Iberia, which was an ally of the Roman Empire in the 1-2" cen-
turies AD, also entered the sphere of Iran’s active policy. The first military campaign in
the South Caucasus was organized by the Iranian Shah Ardashir I (230-240). Shapur 1
achieved great success in this direction. As it seems, exactly at the beginning of Shapur
I’s reign, the states of the South Caucasus were taxed. In 242, the Roman Emperor
Gordian III started a military campaign against Iran. He achieved some success but
died in 244. Subsequently, the Iranians launched a massive attack on South Caucasus
and conquered Iberia, Albania, and Armenia. Hormizd-Ardashir, the son of Shapur I,
later Shah Hormizd I of Iran (270-271 AD) became the great king of Armenia. Roman
hegemony in the East ended in 260 when Shapur I captured the emperor Valerian. A
contemporary of Shapur I was the Iberian king Amazasp (230-265), who is mentioned
together with Iranian nobles in the inscription of the Ka'ba-ye Zartosht.

The confrontation between Iran and Rome, which took place in the second half
of the 3" century, ended in 299 with the Peace of Nisibis. According to this treaty,
Rome retrieved its hegemony in the Caucasus. The treaty was infringed by Shapur 11
in the 330s. In 337, Shapur II entered Armenia and renewed the war between Iran and
Rome. In 363, another treaty was signed. According to it, the border was established
along the Euphrates River. Armenia fell under Iranian influence and Iberia under Ro-
man. Rome appointed Saurmag II (363-378) as king of Iberia. In 364, the emperor of
Rome died, and Shapur II made a new move, assigning Aspagur (Varaz-Bakur) as the
ruler of Iberia. For the town of Dzalisa and the Kingdom of Kartli/Iberia, the treaty of
387 between Shapur I1I and Rome was significant. According to it, most of Armenia
and Iberia came under Iranian influence.
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We believe that the town of Dzalisa used to be an important post of Shapur III
in Iberia. That is how one could explain the discovery in Dzalisa of a big number of
packages from the Sassanian administration.

On the territory of Dzalisa, six bullae were discovered. Three of them are small
clay balls with images characteristic to the Sassanian glyptic. The other three are big
and belong to the royal administration. On one of the bullae there is a portrait of a Shah.
According to Prof. Touraj Daryaee this is a portrait of Shah Shapur III.

Taking into account the existing information, we can say that a large complex
excavated in the 2™ district of Dzalisa belongs to the 34-4" cc. AD. The bullae, dis-
covered during excavations, indicate that the complex was destroyed at the end of the
4™ century. It was destroyed by strong fire, and it was never brought back to life after
this catastrophe. In the area surrounding the complex, burial vaults were built in the 5
century, but in such a way that the remnants of the complex were not damaged.
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1.1, 1
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VILT. I st dgmmmgom@o dsbo. oo sGdodgd@nemmo 3madmgdbo. agads; 2.

000 5MJ0&qd&Mma 3madmgdbo. sgMmBME M.

VIII. 00 3Mdodgd&atmma 3md3magdbo. Ne2 bamagbmb bgogdo.

IX. 00 3Mdodgd@nenmo 3m33mgdLolb gembmol ML semdmBgbomo b4-
mgdo.

X. 00 30408 gd@nenmo 3m33magdbolb gembmol EMML smdmAgbomo 39-
53030.

XI. 00 Mdodgd@nenmo 3m33mgdLbol gsmbmol MML semdmbgbomo 56-
&9Bogd&gda: 391, 393, 394, 396 — Jobols IMsgombobbogs Gofmgn@gdo;
395, 400, 401 — 3ol dOmEabasb ©sddowgdmmn goMxo@gdo; 308,
310-312 — s3gm30b@mb b3manbgda; 403 — 4300 bod‘gﬁmba&ggn(?);
408 — Loboggo, mobol; 404-405 — mobols dmemado.

Description of Tables:

L1. Dzalisa, I archaeological site. Aerial photo; 2. I archaeological site. Plan.

IL.1. 1 Site. Water supply system for a large bath and swimming pool; 2. Large bath.
General view

II.1. Swimming pool. Plan; 2. Swimming pool. General view.

IV.1. Small bath. Mosaic bath (sketch by Giorgi Lezhava); 2. Small bath. General
view.

V.1. A small palace. Mosaic floor. Detail; 2. A small palace. Mosaic floor. Detail.

VI.1. II archaeological site. Crypt. Detail 2. Crypt. Sketch.
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VIIL.1. IIarchaeological site. A large architectural complex. Plan; 2. A large architectu-

VIIL
IX.
X.
XI.

ral complex. Aerial photo.

A large architectural complex. #2 storage room. View.

Bullae discovered during the excavation of a large architectural complex.
Ceramics discovered during the excavation of a large architectural complex.
Artifacts found during the excavation of a large architectural complex: 391,
393, 394, 396 — multi-faceted glass plates; 395, 400, 401 — plates made of
mountain crystal; 308, 310-312 — amethyst nuclei; 403 — stone altar (?); 408 —
clay sinker; 404-405 — clay bullae.
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Kitty Machabeli

Commissioners’ Representation in the Relief Decoration of
Georgian Early Christian Stone Crosses

Summary

Incorporating representations of laymen in works of religious art was a well-estab-
lished Christian tradition originated in early Christian times. Historical figures depicted
in church art are predominantly commissioners of artifacts. Relief portraits of com-
missioners, mostly local nobility and members of their families, are preserved both on
early medieval Georgian stone crosses and on church facades. The distribution of donor
figures on stone crosses standing in the open air outside churches, follows its own logic.
The paper attempts to retrace the “topography” of commissioners’ images in the deco-
ration system elaborated for such crosses. I argue that the placement of commissioners’
figures was conditioned by their social status, corresponding to the social hierarchy of
that time.

In order to understand the hierarchic order of representations of laymen on stone
crosses the spatial position of these devotional objects must be taken into conside-
ration, particularly, their spatial interrelation with the church buildings. According to
Palestinian tradition, stone crosses were erected to the south-west part of churches (e. g.
Kumurdo, Ratevani, Dzveli Muskhi, etc.). The stone cross pillars and their capitals are
decorated with narrative compositions, ornaments, crosses, and other Christian sym-
bols. New Testament scenes are combined with Old Testament compositions. There
is no fixed place for commissioner figures on the pillars of stone crosses. They can be
found in various places and in different contexts — there are single inframed figures,
couples and families (parents with a child) on various parts of the stone shafts. Some
reliefs preserve the names and titles of the depicted individuals (e. g. Grigol upatos,
Arshusha patrikios, Grigol mamasakhlisi, etc.)

Commissioners’ representations aimed to demonstrate their piety and advanced
social status. Special attention is paid to the dress and attributes emphasizing the pri-
vileged position of depicted characters. The stone crosses of medieval Georgia, with
their developed iconographic systems, communicate important religious messages and
demonstrate the active engagement of representatives of power in the creation of men-
tioned cult objects. The presence of the representatives of local feudal society in the
iconographic programs of these cult objects served to promote their influence and rank.
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Erga Shneurson

Georgian Church Porches
The Gate to the House of God for the Righteous

“This is the gate of the Lord,
the righteous shall enter through it”
Psalms 117:20

Introduction

Wandering through Georgia is an adventurous journey through Land, History, and
Culture. Historical landmarks are vividly embodied by the towering churches and ca-
thedrals with their imposing fagades, dominating the rural landscape, the centers of
villages, and cities. These edifices, with their vast exterior reliefs of foliage, geometric
forms, and biblical scenes, present a mystical experience which uplifts the viewer to the
heavenly realm and revelation.

Several churches and cathedrals exhibit splendid architecture in their porches.
The more I delved into these porches — their structure, decoration, and function — the
more | became convinced that they play an essential role in the church, beyond a lim-
inal zone connecting the outside world and a spiritual religious one. The sheltering
entrance welcomed those approaching a passage area into the building which fulfilled
a symbolic mission in the religious life of the congregation and liturgical rituals, both
independently of the church and as an integral part of it.

Facades became a significant element of church decoration and were a wide-
spread phenomenon across medieval Georgia.! These beautiful sculptures attracted at-
tention due to their enigmatic presence and their unexpected appearance on the outer
church walls. I argue that despite the impression that this was a separate entity which
functioned as a liminal area, one should see it as a vital organ of the edifice’s wholeness
and an integral element of the overall exterior decorative messages of the facades.’
The function and decoration of porches played a significant role within the Divine

' For a general introduction to the intricate subject of sculptural decoration in Georgian churches see the

seminal studies Takaishvili, Arkheologicheskaya ekspeditsiya; Barkava (et al.), Chubinashvili; Djobadze,
Early Medieval Georgian Monasteries; Beridze, Alpago-Novello and Lafontaine-Dosogne, Art and Ar-
chitecture. For the figural decoration and its political meaning, see the studies of Aladashvili, Pamyatniki;
Eastmond, Royal Imagery. On the fagade’s decoration read, forthcoming, Shneurson, Veil of Sacredness.
2 Kaffenberger, Liminal Spaces, pp. 117-137 designated the porch as liminal space of the church, while
emphasizing its importance.
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Liturgy of the church,' reflecting theological and philosophical theories which evolved
throughout the Byzantine Empire and Georgian society over the centuries. Porches
occupied a space that served as an entrance vestibule, a liminal zone between the out-
side world and the inner ‘paradisiacal vision’ of the sanctuary.

Georgian porches, in most cases, were located at the south fagade.? Many struc-
tures were richly decorated with reliefs, and some wall paintings have partly survived
until today. The existence of porches and porticos raises enigmatic questions which I
aim to investigate:> Why were they decorated so extensively and what message did they
convey? Furthermore, why did the initiators pay them so much attention? Assuming
that they fulfilled political and geopolitical purposes, what were they? What other func-
tions did they hold, if any? Are there differences in structure, function, and meaning
between one place and other? Studying the culture, history, and the fagades decora-
tion reveals that Georgia was a sophisticated society in which the written word was a
crucial component in its cultural development.* It is apparent that the stylistic effect of
the edifices was also significant. The decorative system adorning the fagades proves it,
and even more. The meanings, symbolism, and theological ideas greatly impacted the
fagades’ sculpture throughout the centuries.’

Examining Georgian historical architectural and artistic literature, together with
current research, one can find various interpretations and information about the por-
ches, such as the articles written by Thomas Kaffenberger on Manglisi church and
Nato Gengiuri on Georgian church porches. However, one should bear in mind the
philosophical perceptions attached to this architectural element by Georgian society, as
well as its theological and liturgical implications. After all, the porch was the first area
which the congregant entered upon arrival to the church. What was the role of the por-
tico/porch in the liturgy, if any? These were neglected in many case studies, and they
will be a central theme of this investigation.

It makes no sense to detach the cultural aspects from their architectural and artis-
tic development. The visual elements played a significant cultural role in harnessing art

' On liturgical aspects of the porches, see Marinis, Architecture and Ritual, p. 1. Marinis argues that some

parts of the church functioned apart from the liturgy, occasionally acquiring new or different uses than
“form follows function,” an idea that dominated the Byzantine church architecture.

2 Eastmond, Art and Identity, p. 35.

3 A porch is defined as an extension of the floor edifice, which appears either on the front or back en-
trance. It may be covered with an inclined roof and have light frame walls extending from the main struc-
ture. A portico is a type of porch supported by a regular arrangement of columns, leading to an edifice.
Marinis, Architecture and Ritual, pp. 88-90.

*  Dolidze and Kochlamazashvili, Old Georgian Translations, p. 580. Already in the early period, Geor-
gian translations were mainly from Greek, although we also find translations from Armenian, Syriac, and
Arabic.

5 Shneurson, Veil of Sacredness, forthcoming.

293



and the written words to express theological and philosophical perceptions combined
with political messages and historical events alongside them. Recognizing the meaning
and symbolism behind architectural elements seems to be one aspect which led to the
porch’s development.! Thus, the primary purpose is to establish a theoretical founda-
tion to the porch phenomenon based on their architectural construction and decoration.
In addition, the focus is on the possible liturgy conducted at the gate, entrances, porch,
annex, and doors, as well as on theological and philosophical thoughts expressed in
early Christianity, and finally on the political climate and cultural environment of the
period under discussion.

Several stages of investigation underscore this study. First and foremost, the
starting point is the subject of the veil as it appears in the OT. The reason is because
the OT is the oldest and most significant source for Christianity throughout history, and
the veil was a unique and essential object in the OT. It is an object of separation, play-
ing various roles in the Ohel-Moed, the Tabernacle, and the first and second Temples.
Next, the study introduces the reader to diverse kinds of porch structure that evolved in
Georgia. In the second stage, the study shows how the churches exemplify each type
of porch as test cases. Each form of architecture and decoration is compared to other
churches in Georgia and beyond; consequently, several churches will serve as a test
case. Furthermore, the study examines the liturgical elements derived from theological
aspects related to the porch. The relationship between Georgia and Byzantium fluctu-
ated between development and changes; these were both influential and competitive,
and they had a tremendous impact on Georgian culture. Thus, the architectural and li-
turgical influences between the two entities are intertwined throughout this study. Phil-
osophical perceptions of the period under discussion are also crucial to this research.
The Georgian elite placed tremendous importance on the Greek philosophy of Plato,
Calcidius, Neoplatonism, and Pseudo Dionysius the Areopagite Christian philosophy.
The current study addresses theological, philosophical perceptions through the prism
of their approaches and interpretations of the relationship between the Creator and the
created, the earthly versus the celestial realm, and how they may have influenced porch
structure and development.

Entrance — Gate — Door — Porch Reverberated in Christian Theology

Porches had a significant architectural and ritualistic role in the church edifice and
daily congregational life. The ritualistic aspects consisted primarily of a liturgical cere-

I Kaffenberger, in his article devoted much attention to the architectural aspects of the porches. I thus

provide a note to his article when it is relevant.
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mony, a series of codified services that composed the Byzantine rite. Services such as
the Divine Liturgy — the Eucharist — are the main focus. The decoration of the porches
is significant and reflects theological ideas expressed in the artistic architecture and
its adornment. However, how can this approach be extracted from the scriptures and
theology?

Historical evidence from written sources shows that Georgians were well ac-
quainted with the corpus by Pseudo Dionysius the Areopagite (hereafter Ps. Dionysi-
us) from the sixth-seventh century, and nowadays, some scholars have shown that he
was of Georgian origin." However, one controversial question about Ps. Dionysius’s
perception is the relation between Dionysius’ texts and architecture. Ps. Dionysius’s
theological perceptions on church architecture and its influence on Christian liturgy and
rites are of great importance and had tremendous implications on the overall develop-
ment of Christianity. In the Christian East, historical evidence is limited, and surviving
textual references to the Dionysian legacy in arts and architecture are sparse. However,
the complex surviving architectural programs of the buildings tell a different story. It
seems reasonable that some specifically Dionysian themes of light, hierarchy, and sym-
bolism were used in medieval architecture and monumental decoration.

In his corpus, the section about the Ecclesiastical Hierarchy (hereafter EH) deals
with hierarchical structure.’ Dionysius divided the church into sections and linked them
to various liturgical categories, social groups of worshipers who were activated by
the division, and fulfillment of theological destinations. Ps. Dionysius’s principle was
based on the coordination between the macrocosm and the microcosm, outer and inner,
objective and subjective, institutional and personal. He also divided the church edifice
into three hierarchical levels that served as areas of action:

Within the veiled sanctuary and all the actions around the altar was the liturgy of
heaven. The liturgy of earth took place in the nave for individual Christians.

The catechumens gathered outside the entrance doors to the church. This divi-
sion occurred in the following order: first the holy man was typified by the sacrament;
second coordination between heaven and earth liturgies occurred; and third, there was
identification of the altar on high with God, and the altar on Earth with man.* “It is both
celestial and of Law, for it occupies a place halfway between two opposites.”

The ecclesiastical hierarchy is linked to the celestial one by means of spiritual
contemplation and legal hierarchy, through various perceptible symbols leading to the

' The theme has been studied by Zaga Gavriilovi¢, in the Abastasis at Decani church, Serbia. Bogdano-
vi¢, Rethinking the Dionysius Legacy, p. 113.

> Bogdanovi¢, Rethinking the Dionysius Legacy, p. 118.

3 Golitzin, Mystagogy, p. 44.

Golitzin, Mystagogy, p. 45; Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite, The Ecclesiastical Hierarchy (hereafter
abbreviated EH), 1V.3.12 484d-485A, Pseudo-Dionysius, Complete Works, p. 232.

4

295



divine. The legal hierarchy is the law given by Moses, the first leader according to the
Law, which was fulfilled by Christ.! The analogy between Moses and Christ was well
established in Christianity. Moses’ entry into the divine darkness of Sinai was deve-
loped in Ps. Dionysius’s Mystic Theology. Moses was stripped of all human know-
ledge, and the same thing occurred during the progression in the church. Leaving the
outside world, a worshiper enters the church directed by his senses, yet as he approa-
ches the altar, he must leave them behind and enter the realm of spirituality. Entering
the sanctuary occurred only after one was stripped of every concept of knowing. It had
to be “burned up” to enter fully into God.?

Ps. Dionysius considered the outside world as a shadow of reality, one that has
tumbled and fallen. “Outside the doors” is an expression that Ps. Dionysius used in
EH?3

His words “outside world,” or ‘outside the doors’ concern the church. He not only
explained the meaning of “outside” but placed the term in the context of the church and
the clergy’s work. The church allowed for participating in the One, which meant being
and life, inside the church.? The alternative is the outside world and the possible sliding
into multiplicity which results in non-being. The One and multiplicity here reflect Neo-
platonic perceptions, yet no less important, he refers to Mark 5:13, “And the unclean
spirits went out, and entered into the swine. And the herd ran violently down a steep
place into the sea.” These forces govern the loss of balance and the internal ordering
of reason, irritability, and desire in the soul.” These are the ruling powers of the world.
Behind all loss and division stands the devil.

Inside the church, one first was baptized. Entering Christianity’s world through
baptism was a means of forgiving personal sins, and achieving purity by being raised
according to a Christian life. The baptism is Christ’s divine birth. Death and burial
signify the end of earthly struggles.® The fulfillment of baptism, the ‘divine birth,’ is the

' EH V.1.2 501B, D, Pseudo-Dionysius, Complete Works, p. 234.

2 Golitzin, Mystagogy, p. 46; Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite, The Mystical Theology, 1. 997A-1001A,
Pseudo-Dionysius, Complete Works, pp. 135-137.

3 “There [outside the doors] followed the destructive rejection of what was really good, a trampling over
the sacred law laid down in paradise for man. [....] Wandering far from the right path [...] but its enemies
who, out of their innate lack of pity, took the cruelest advantage of its weakness and dragged it down to
the deplorable peril of destruction and dissolution of being.” EH, 111.3.11 440C-441A, Pseudo-Dionysius,
Complete Works, p. 220.

4 Golitzin, Mystagogy, p. 209.

5 Trritability is defined as “the excitatory ability that living organisms have to respond to changes in
their environment. The term is used for both the physiological reaction to stimuli and for the pathological,
abnormal or excessive sensitivity to stimuli. Irritability can be demonstrated in behavioral responses to
both physiological and behavioral stimuli, including environmental, situational, sociological, and emo-
tional stimuli.” Irritability, ,,Merriam-Webster".

¢ EH,1I.1 392B, Pseudo-Dionysius, Complete Works, p. 2.
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sacred re-birth and the resurrection to become a ‘member of Christ.”! Human activity
is not totally characterized by free choice. The One, benevolently rules with universal
authority and the capacity for union with the divine. The union with the One cannot
fulfill itself ‘outside the doors.?

Ps. Dionysius opened the EH by telling the story of an adult who had only re-
cently been baptized. On the axis of hierarchy, from outside the doors leading to the
altar, the neophyte was allowed to stand outside the church, and he progressed, ex-
plaining the mystery of the church at the end with the altar.> Three sacraments are at
the center of the axis: the outside with the narthex/porch — the nave — the sanctuary.
The baptism’s sacrament was conducted outside the church edifice, and in later peri-
ods, at the narthex and baptistery. The Eucharist’s sacraments, and the Holy Chrism,
were meditated through the church and in the altar. According to Ps. Dionysius, this
mystery is the whole purpose of the hierarchy, operated by the priesthood through Je-
sus’ order.” The ecclesiastical hierarchy’s mission is to direct the worshipers through
material symbols on the road to exaltation and union with God. The exaltation journey
starts behind closed doors — outside the doors, it advances with the baptism, and then
the purification process. It follows by discovering the truth about the sacrament of the
Eucharist. Culminating with the consecration of the Chrism, which means “participa-
tion in, contemplation of the divinity that embraces all, and whose Providence knows
its definitive revelation in the person of Jesus.” The movement gradually advances
through the porch, the nave towards the sanctuary, and the altar. Spiritually the move-
ment leaves fear outside the doors in a state of non-being.

After baptism and rebirth, the newly converted individual is ready for his jour-
ney to the sacred area, climbing a spiritual ladder, participating in the Eucharist, leaving
his senses behind to the final pivot stage. The final point of one’s life is death and burial,
so one moves once again to the outside of the church. The ductus axis from behind the
door to the altar stands for the core credo of the faith.® In Ps. Dionysius’s words, “let us
behold the divine symbols which have to do with the divine birth and let no one who
is uninitiated approach this spectacle.”” The Ecclesiastical Hierarchy was designated
to fulfill these tasks. Ps. Dionysius’s provide ten steps of moving through the stages of
the rites.®

EH, VII.1.1 552D-553B, VII.1.3 556B, Pseudo-Dionysius, Complete Works, pp. 249-251.

Golitzin, Mystagogy, p. 208.

Golitzin, Mystagogy, p. 214.

EH, 1.1 372B, Pseudo-Dionysius, Complete Works, p. 196.

Golitzin, Mystagogy, p. 214; EH 1.3 373C, Pseudo-Dionysius, Complete Works, pp. 196-197.

On Ductus read, Crossley, Ductus and Memoria, pp. 214-249.

EH, 11.1 392C, Pseudo-Dionysius, Complete Works, p. 201.

Golitzin, Mystagogy, p. 216, EH, 11.2.2 393B-396B-D, Pseudo-Dionysius, Complete Works, pp. 200-203.
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The process of personal Christianization was a long one that took several months.
What is crucial to understand is his perception of temporal architecture as illustration
and revelation, ignoring the passage of time and space.! The movement started from the
‘outside doors’ into the church. From the darkness into the truth, it is a long journey to
strive for exaltation and union with the Providence.? Golitizin argues that for Ps. Dio-
nysius, Providence refers to the “Trinity, specifically to the Second Person of the Three
who has acquired a human face:”* Col 1:15 “Who is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of every creature.”

Ps. Dionysius’s philosophical theology opened up a path for scholars to re-evalu-
ate the church’s edifice and architectural structure and the clergy’s role in fulfilling the
Christian sacraments and the ecclesiastical tradition. For the world in his era, Ps. Dio-
nysius’s thoughts harnessed the church edifice’s architectural structure, the liturgy, rite,
and ecclesiastical ranks, combining them into a unified wholeness and perfection of the
Church experiencing Christian faith.

Another important source that reflects the devotions and rites correlated with
the entrance to the church can be found in the Georgian Lectionary (hereafter GL).
It is reasonable to date its primary sources, as witnessed by the Jerusalem liturgy, to
between the late fifth and the eighth centuries.* The GL reports and reflects upon de-
veloping the stational Jerusalem liturgy, conducted during the Holy Week and all year
round.> The sources of the Armenian Lectionary confirm the origins of the Georgian
version of the hagiopolite stational system prior to the eighth century (hagiopolite — “of
the Holy City”).® Baldovin claims that the origin of the stational system in Jerusalem
is connected to ecclesiastical requirements, as well as to a process of historicizing the
liturgy.” The GL’s importance lies in how it exposes to the reader the Jerusalem litur-
gical ritual between the fifth to eighth centuries and their adaptation by the Georgian
community in the Holy Land.

' According to Ps. Dionysius the baptism was in the nave, this was possibly at an early stage after Chris-

tianization. One should take into consideration baptism was conducted in later periods in the Baptistery
and in the late Byzantine period in various places in a special place outside the church like in the Balkans.
It was mostly due to the size of the congregation. See, Stankovi¢, At the Threshold of the Heavens, pp. 17,
26-27 n. 26, 189, 458.

2 Golitzin, Mystagogy, p. 214; EH 11.2.1 393A, 11.2.2 393B, Pseudo-Dionysius, Complete Works, p. 201.
* Golitzin, Mystagogy, p. 218.

4 Baldovin, Urban Character, p. 73.

5 Georgian Lectionary: GL is actually a typikon which was collected from a series of manuscripts by M.
Tarchnishvili. In 1912 K. S. Kekelize first edited some of the pieced together series. The GL is a much
more extensive calendar than the AL (Armenian Lectionary), and many manuscripts feature in the compi-
lation. It is therefore hard to determine its date. Baldovin, Urban Character, pp. 72-79.

¢ Baldovin, Urban Character, p. 73.

7 Baldovin, Urban Character, p. 93.
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The GL assigned an Entrance psalm for every Eucharistic celebration. Jeru-
salem, the site of the Christian faith’s birth and its most significant events, naturally
served as a model for several sites in Rome, Constantinople, and the periphery. The
Christian centers contained the liturgical calendar, the choice of readings, the shape
of the Eucharistic Entrance rite, and most importantly, the whole model which other
cities, towns and subsequent liturgies adopted. It is apparent that outdoor processions
were used everywhere in the Christian world, even though they were reduced during
the late Byzantine period; they originated, developed, and were shaped by Jerusalem’s
model. The Lite and the ‘Entrance rite’ represent the outdoor processions in public with
the congregation’s participation.! The Entrance rite and Eucharist — the Divine Liturgy,
were among the most important services performed throughout the year.> The existence
of processions, such as in the Jvari church, shed light on their importance and signifi-
cance in public religious life.?

Through the GL, one can learn about the liturgy conducted at the church en-
trance or gate.* Scrutinizing through the year-round church liturgy of the GL, 1 found
special occasions where the gates, entrance, doors were the site of a ritual procedure
that took place during the day. The occurrences I found, are given in note.>

The GL mentions the church gates several times, reflecting on its role during the
liturgical year. The GL replicates the practices during the fifth to eighth centuries, as
they were upheld in Jerusalem by the Georgian community. On line 898, the GL states:
“Wednesday after Pentecost. Appearance of the venerable cross at Mc’xet’a.” This line
demonstrates that the GL was meant to be followed in Georgia, thus it mentions the
cross in Mc’xet’a being addressed for local Georgian worshipers.

' In 1261, Emperor Michael VIII Palaiologos reign, another synthesis occurred. The process started
carlier in the tenth-eleventh centuries, known as neo-Sabbatic synthesis. The synthesis was between the
Stoudite typika and the neo-Sabatic usage. Through Mount Athos, the new usage spread to Constantinople.
It is the Neo-Sabatic typikon that is in use today in the churches of the Byzantine tradition. One of the
most significant changes involved was the Divine Liturgy. In early Christianity, during the first part of the
service, the Liturgy of the Word started with the First Entrance. The people that did not participated in
the procession waited outside the church in its atrium. When the procession arrived, they join to enter the
church building to continue the rite. During the Middle Byzantine period, a gradual process on changes
that brought from the eleventh century a decline of outside procession in urban cities. Marinis, Architecture
and Ritual, pp. 15-16, 21-23, 55-56.

2 Marinis, Architecture and Ritual, p. 4; Taft, Divine Liturgies, pp. 82-84.

On Jvari’s processions, read here, p. 307.

*  Tarchnishvili, Le grand lectionnaire, pp. 204-205. The introduction (188/9) is in French, and the text
of the lectionary (189/10, 204-205/13-14) is presented in Georgian with a facing-page Latin translation
done by Tarchnischvili. An English translation by Kevin P. Edgecomb is available online: Edgecomb, The
Georgian Lectionary.

5 Instances of the GL mentioning the door and gate rite are: Epiphany on lines 83 and 92; the Quadrage-
sima — Forty Days of Lent on line 478; and the Holy Thursday, of the Holy Week on line 626.

3
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OT and Jewish Literature Resonates
on Gate, Doors, Entrance

The OT tells the story of the gate, doors, and entrance in Exod. 25-31, referring to the
model shown to Moses on Mt Sinai. The account of Exod. 35-40 delivers the realiza-
tion of Ohel-Moed or Mishkan and the veils it contains according to the instructions
given to the Israelites. The “veil” in the OT is mentioned several times using different
terms, such as screen, curtains, hangings, and more, meaning an entrance and a gate.' It
is essential to note that the Greek translation of the OT, the Septuaginta, used the word
“katapetasma” 31 times, for the inner veil before the Holy of Holies.?

The three primary functions of the veil in the OT are as follows: 1. A place of
divine revelation. 2. A place where sacrifices would be offered and atonement made. 3.
A place where God’s presence in the tent would signify his promise to dwell with Isra-
el. The Scriptures use the terms Mikdash ((2p72, meaning sanctuary or temple (Exod.
25:8); Mishkan (2°w31), meaning tabernacle (Exod. 26:1); and Tent of meeting (Ohel-
moed -x1% my7) (Exod. 27:21). In all the different descriptions of the tabernacle, vari-
ous materials were said to be in use for the construction and hangings.?

Curtains of the Courtyard

“For the entrance to the tent make a curtain
of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn and finely twisted
linen — the work of an embroiderer.” Exodus 26:36.

The curtain located at the entrance to the tent — Mishkan or Ohel Moed — is discussed
in Exod. 27:9-16 as being shown to Moses on the mountain. Exod. 27:16 “And for the
gate of the court shall be a hanging of twenty cubits.” The instructions to build the
courtyard were given to the Israelites in Exod. 38:12. A similar curtain was hung at the
entrance to the courtyard, this time it mentions a screen Exod. 38:18 “And the hang-
ing for the gate of the court was needlework, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine
twined linen: and twenty cubits was the length, and the height in the breadth was five
cubits, answerable to the hangings of the court.” The importance of the courtyard en-

' On the Veil in the OT, see Gurtner, The Torn Veil, pp. 9-46. Regarding the term “veil,” Gurtner provides
comprehensive research addressing the OT, the N7, and historical sources to understand the term according
to its various meanings and functions.

2 Gurtner, The Torn Veil, p. 33.

3 While these are beyond the scope of this article, Gurtner addressed them in detail. See Gurtner, The
Torn Veil, pp. 36-39.
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trance, its valuable material, unique colors, and beauty are extracted from Exodus and
as a direct order from God. The Courtyard curtains, as barriers separating the outside
world from the incrementally holy parts of the Temple surrounding areas, appropriated
the idea of the gate and doors in the church. The chapters cited above describe the ma-
terials and the locations on the south, north, and west sides of the courtyard. According
to Grunter’s diagram, the order for placing a curtain at the entrance to the courtyard
is the first mention of a screen or a curtain leading to the Tabernacle.' The Septuagint
traditionally refers to them as “katapetasma” in the same way they are addressed in
the Parochet. The entrance receives the morning and evening burnt offerings, Exod.
29. Furthermore, it is the place of atonement rites. Verses 4, 11, 32, and Verse 42:
“This shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations at the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation before the Lord: where I will meet you, to speak there
unto thee.” Nevertheless, the precise function of the curtains is unclear. However, the
location ordered Israelites to worship and designated those who were allowed to pass
through a particular barrier to fulfill the requirements of the ritual of purity prayers and
offerings. It means that gentiles and impure Jews were prevented from entering. Ano-
ther assumption that can be drawn is that it was a place for communal ritual activity, in
which the curtain was a passive element.

The parochet, in its exclusive functioning as the entrance to the Holy of Holies,
contains six characteristic forms; only the parochet possesses all six and refers only to
the inner veil.? The parochet differed significantly from other means of separation due
to the workmanship involved in its creation, the presence of cherubim, and its function
in Israel’s cultic worship.® Curtains that were designated to the other part of the taber-
nacle mainly differed from the parochet in terms of the creativity with which they were
crafted.* The OT includes a lengthy discussion of the veil. The core idea relevant to this
study is the separation between levels of gradually increasing holiness between areas
within the tabernacle and the courtyard, and between various groups of people entering
the tabernacle. Ps. Dionysius followed this pattern, dividing the church edifice into
three structural divisions and three spiritualistic liturgical roles.

Prophet Ezekiel had a vision of the Temple, Ezek. 40:1-42; verse 40 specifically
relates to the north gate. Verse 20 refers to the inner courtyard’s gate, the passage to the
outside yard. In chapter 10:18-19, he dramatically visioned the east gate of the temple
that Glory hovered above, means that the gate considered an area of holyness.

Gurtner, The Torn Veil, p. 204.
Gurtner, The Torn Veil, p. 52.
Gurtner, The Torn Veil, p. 52, n. 32.
Gurtner, The Torn Veil, p. 56.
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“Then the Glory of God left the Temple entrance and hovered over the cherubim.
I watched as the cherubim spread their wings and left the ground, the wheels right with
them. They stopped at the entrance of the east gate of the Temple. The Glory of the God
of Israel was above them.”

The protective wall that serves to separate the holy from the profane is described
in Ezekiel’s temple, Ezek. 42:20.

The Second Temple built around 19-20 B.C. by Herod and was patterned after
Solomon’s.! The separation and divisions of sociological groups, religious areas, and
liturgical functions continued on to the Herodian Temple. It was reflected in the Qum-
ran scrolls, as a possible way of life of the group settled there and in the rabbinical
hermeneutics. The Herodian Temple also contained veils, but it is unclear how many
curtains there were and which one is the ‘katapetasma’ mentioned in the Septuaginta.
Most of the curtains were inner veils.

The symbolic value of the veil evolved into a symbol of the heavenly firmament
(Gen. 1:6.) and developed an ideology beyond and independently of its original intent.
Various texts of Second Temple and Rabbinic Judaism employed the sacred texts about
the veil for their ideological usage. The Qumran documents include the Temple Scroll,
the Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice, Damascus Document, and Apocryphon of Moses.
They mainly refer to the inner curtains. These documents assume that they represented
the ideal sanctuary or the heavenly Temple since the people of Qumran had been ex-
cluded from entering the Temple by the rabbinical leaders of Jerusalem. So, the idea
of a symbolic veil and an ideal temple coincide and harmonize the understanding of
the entrance as a kind of separation that fulfills the same function and idea of heavenly
worship,® proving the importance of the veil and gate.

Another vital source found at Qumran, the Apocryphon of Moses, refers to the
veil and influenced Christian perceptions. Moses’ prayers are behind a curtain. On the
other hand, the veil served to prohibit access not just to God himself but to the Ark of
the Covenant that is “hidden.’* The veil stands as an idea of separation in different cases,
thus not the inner veil only. In Isa 40:22, we see the idea of God “stretching out heavens
like a curtain, and spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.” The veil corresponds to
the firmaments. Hofius dates the tradition to Philo and the time of the Hebrews, with
rabbinic traditions around the second century.’ Gurtner quotes Philo’s assertion that the

' Gurtner, The Torn Veil, p. 73.

2 Gurtner, The Torn Veil, p. 80.

3 The Temple Scroll presumably speaks of a screen at the vestibule entrance, though it is poorly pre-
served. Gurtner, The Biblical Veil, pp. 57-79; Gurtner, The Torn Veil, pp. 83-85.

4 Num 4:5 and Num Rab. 4:13; Lev 16:2.

5 Gurtner, The Torn Veil, p. 91, cited Hofius, Vorhang vor dem Thron, p. 25.
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inner veil should be named ‘the veil’ and the outer veil should be called ‘the covering.”!
He further stated that the rabbinic and, in the Hellenistic — Jewish texts, the curtain out-
lines the heavenly world as the area of highest holiness of the earthly world.?

The rabbinical corpus shows that the Temple was considered a gateway between
heaven and earth, where beings lived and worshipped in a distinctly apocalyptic lite-
rary context. In this respect, the veil was understood to be the barrier between heaven
and earth.® The barrier, however it be called in Hebrew — Pargode, Screen, Curtains,
Veil — correlated between itself and the heavens for concealment. Behind the veil is a
place of secrecy, where God is present in profoundly apocalyptic texts. It seems that
the veil mentioned was the inner veil, though it marked other separations in the Temple
that function as outer veils for concealing purposes. The idea explained in Exod 19:9.
“The Lord said to Moses, I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people
will hear me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you. Then Moses told
the Lord what the people had said.” The term “dense cloud” means something behind
a barrier that prevents seeing but allows hearing, like a veil.* The veil was taken to
function as a barrier in other places in the Temple, and the rabbinic texts added more
layers to term.’

For Josephus Flavius and Philo of Alexandria, the veil served to obscure from
the public view the mystery of the dwelling of God and to reserve it to the priesthood.¢
Philo’s portrayal of the veil allegorically presents the curtains in a cosmic element.
Though he did not mention the inner veil directly, he intended to describe it. On the
other hand, the allegorical meaning and the symbolism that are integral to his descrip-
tion alluded to the symbolism of the entrance and the gate. The symbolism elevated
separations within the temple and courtyard to a level of allegory and emblematic
structure. Philo and Josephus understood the symbolism and allegory of the veil to
resemble the separation of heaven and earth — that heaven is the dwelling place of God
and Earth is where human beings reside, the identification of the veil as the heavenly
ether. The veil was depicted as a tent spread over the world. In this way, all parts of the
Temple stand for this symbolism.” The entrance and gate of the courtyard divided the
inner world of the temple from the outside world.

' Gurtner, The Torn Veil, pp. 73-77.

2 Gurtner, The Torn Veil, p. 92, cited Hofius, Vorhang vor dem Thron, p. 27.

3 Gurtner, The Torn Veil, p. 88, and nn. 95-96.

*  The verse expresses the idea of announcing from behind the veil for those who were prohibited access
within the curtains. The idea is analogous to the Christian prohibition of the catechumens entering the
church before being baptized.

> Gurtner, The Torn Veil, p. 92. The Mishnah does not discuss the outer curtain, but we do read about the
outer veil in other Qumran sources.

¢ Gurtner, The Torn Veil, p. 93 and n. 119.

7 TIsa 40:22 presents the idea of God ‘stretching out heavens like a curtain, and spreads them out like a
tent to dwell in’.
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From the corpus of materials in the Qumran texts and other Jewish sources, the
Temple veil began to evolve an ideology of its own.! The Temple (and the veil within
it) became a symbol of something beyond itself as early as the Greek translation of Ben
Sira (Sir. 50:5).2 The correlation between the inner and the outer veil and the allegorical
symbolism of the entrance, gate, and doors were extracted from the OT. These were
revealed in many occurrences.

Historical Architectural Evolution of the Porch in Georgia

Nato Gengiuri gave a historical evaluation of the porch in Georgian churches.®> Gengi-
uri claims that the Georgian churches’ entrances had a vital status throughout all stages
of their development. Accordingly, several types of porches can be found in Georgia.
No specific period preference was necessarily correlated with each of the types, though
on the other hand, one can see that in each period, one style dominated. Three types of
porches are dominant.*
a. Porch — open by arched entrance as part of the ambulatory or the elongated
facade.
b. Portico/Porch — supported by four pillars, opened by arches on three sides, but
when closed by walls, it was referred to as the ‘porch.’
c. Porch — of three-part stoa-porch or porch-chapel.®
Type A. Porch — open by arched entrance as part of the ambulatory or elongated
facade.
The early period after Christianization is primarily designated by churches’ inclusion
of an entrance in an elongated fagade.® This structure can be found in Old Shuam-
ta basilica (fifth c.), Bolnisi Sioni (478-493), Vazisubani church (sixth c.), and Oltisi
(sixth-seventh c.), which features a single nave with an annex. The St. George church in
Kvemo Bolnisi is known as a ‘three-church basilica’ (first half of sixth c.),” along with
Kondamiani church (sixth c.) and Zegani church (sixth-seventh c.). In the churches

' Gurtner, The Torn Veil, p. 96.

2 Gurtner, The Torn Veil, p. 74 quotes Sirach, 50:5. “How he was glorified as he spun around the shrine,
as he exited from the house of the veil.”

Gengiuri, Georgian Churches Porches, pp. 196-200.

The distinction between porch and portico is in accordance with the definition of the terms, here note 5.
Kaftenberger terms this type of porch as ‘porch-chapel.” Kaffenberger, Liminal Spaces, p. 118.

¢ Gengiuri, Georgian Churches Porches, p. 196.

7 The term ‘three-church basilica’ relates to a ground plan that merged together three types of churches:
A longitudinal structure, a Latin cross with dome structure, and a centralized trichonch church. The com-
bination creates a basilica which contains three aisles that are separated by walls between them. Loosley,
Architecture and Asceticism, pp. 115-121; Silagadze and Dundua, Three-Church Basilica Type, pp. 79-
80; Beridze, Alpago-Novello and Lafontaine-Dosogne, Art and Architecture, p. 308.
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mentioned above, the entrances are included on the elongated facade and emphasized
by an open arcade flank at the entrance, adding a sense of grandeur. The arches served
as an architectural element to lend uniqueness to the entrance, which shared a single
pitched roof with the annex or ambulatory. Eighth-ninth-century entrances consisted of
the same structure, but the churches were mostly domed rather than being a basilica.
Nekresi church is an example of this sub-type, and following it are the ninth-century
Eredvi (906) village churches and Vardzia (eleventh c.), which were an exception to
the rule.’

Eredvi church of St. George.

There is an early tenth-century Georgian church in the village of Eredvi in the Shida
Kartli region (Fig. 1).2 It was constructed by the architect Tevdore Taplaisdze, who laid
the foundation of the church in 906, as relayed in a Georgian inscription on the build-
ing. The church was a three-nave basilica, which, despite later reconstructions, largely
preserved its original architectural features until 2008. The basilica, of a three-nave
design, is not a distinctive design for early medieval Georgian architecture and was de-
fined by the art historian Giorgi Chubinashvili as “three-church” basilicas.* An ambula-
tory at St. George church at Eredvi envelopes the church from all four sides, including
the eastern facade, a feature unusual for the contemporaneous churches of this type,
which usually had an ambulatory running on three sides. The entrance to the church is
from the south, and additionally, from the west.

' Kaffenberger does not distinguish this type as an ambulatory but as a porch-chaple. Kaffenberger, Limi-
nal Spaces, p. 118.

2 During the August 2008 Russian hostilities, the curtain wall of the Eredvi church was partially damaged
and on 2017, the largely ruined village Eredvi, deprived of its ethnic Georgian population, was completely
demolished.

> On “three-church” basilica, read here notes 7 (p. 304) and 2 (p. 311).
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Fig. 1. St. George church at Eredvi."
Courtesy of Rolf Schrade, in Georgien. Wehrbauten und Kirchen, p. 179, fig. 269
Type B. Porches supported by four pillars, opened by arches on three sides

This group can be found throughout all periods of Georgian Christian architecture. The
porches in this group consist of four pillars, or two pilasters, and two pillars, creating
open arches on three sides of the porch. This type appears on the south fagade or south
transept’s facade, advancing the structural line of the facade, covered with a single um-
brella dome. This type could have appeared as a closed porch advancing the entrance
with a vault ceiling. However, we do not have a surviving variant of this type from the
early stages of Christianity, only remnants in a ruined condition which do not reveal the
whole structural appearance of the porch. The porches are decorated in a rich manner
with reliefs and sometimes with wall paintings. The porch size varies from one church
to the other, and they appear as a splendid organ of the edifice.

Being a relatively small space, one can hardly imagine what function the open
porch served besides welcoming the congregants entering the church and as a shelter
from harsh weather on their way to entering the house of God. However, it is deceiving
to think that such a sophisticated society was not motivated by other ideas, theology,
and philosophical perspectives rooted in their culture when they created such an intri-
cate organ for their churches. The study investigates several churches that exemplify
this type of porch.

All images were taken by the author unless otherwise is mentioned.
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Jvari Church

Today, the Jvari church (596-604) has no porch, yet one wall still exists, proving that
a porch once preceded the south fagade (Fig. 2).! The structure is unclear; yet the rem-
nants today are evidence that the porch had a vault covering, creating a short vestibule
leading to the entrance. It can only be hypothesized that the porch was decorated majes-
tically, considering the Cross’s relief in Clypeus borne by two angels in the tympanum
seen today.

It is possible to hypothesize that the porch was open from south and east, and
not closed from all sides, leaning on two pillars, as surviving portion of the structure
aluding to open porch. Processions in front of the cross, mentioned in the Georgian
Annals, testify to the liturgical function of the fagade and its sculptures.?

Fig. 2. Jvari from the East-south Fig. 2a. Jvari Porch. Courtesy of Rolf
Schrade, in Georgien. Wehrbauten
und Kirchen, p. 137, Fig. 194

1

On Jvari church: Eastmond, Royal Imagery, pp. 15-17; Toumanoff, Studies, pp. 385-391; Tchubina-
chvili, Monuments architectoniques; Djobadze, Sculpture on Eastern Fagade (1), pp. 122-135; Djobadze,
Sculpture on Eastern Fagade (11), pp. 70-77.

2 The subject is futher disscussed, here on page 319-320.
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Oshki Church (963)

Oshki church represents a unique architectural structure embedded with outstanding
decorative elements.' It has two sub-types of porches on the south fagade, rich in or-
namental reliefs and messages. The church features two organs that can be seen as an
entrance, even though they are dissimilar in their structure or function. The first is lo-
cated in the church’s southern transept as an entrance (Fig. 3) of the Porch — supported
by the four pillars type.? It is constructed of a tri-arched open space advancing the south
transept’s facade. The second is an elongated space along the south fagade, acting as
a lateral chapel or narthex.® [I address it here as a narthex, to distinguish it from the
church’s main entrance — the porch].

Fig. 4. South Porch’s Hemispheric Umbrella

Dome

Fig. 3. Oshki’s South Porch

' For more on Oshki church facades decoration, read in Shneurson, Veil of Sacredness, forthcoming.

2 Kaffenberger terms both as porches. My understanding is that one function as entrance while the other
is more like a narthex or elongated lateral chapel that has a different function.

3 Antony Eastmond considers the Oshki south lateral chapel as ‘ambulatories around the naves,” yet, it
is not around the church but a lateral north long chamber and south long chamber, that have no connec-
tion with each other. In my opinion, the south should be termed as a narthex or south chapel, which had a
unique functionality.

Eastmond, Art and Identity, p. 34; On the Jvari church’s porch (in ruin) see drawing of the church ground
plan, Beridze, Alpago-Novello and Lafontaine-Dosogne, Art and Architecture, pp. 385-387, pl. 387, 423.
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1. The South Transept’s Porch

The porch (Fig. 3), advancing the south transept’s arm, functions as the main entrance
to the church. It features a long inscription on the entrance tympanum written in red
pigment, providing details on how, when, and by whom the edifice was built and to
whom it is dedicated. The porch’s structure is square, consisting of one bay with three
sides of open arches, a pitched roof hovering above a scalloped hemispheric ‘saucer
dome,’ or the ‘umbrella dome.” The hemispheric umbrella dome consists of three nar-
row rows of blocks, alternating in their colors, white and red, resulting in wide-armed
red and white crosses (Fig. 4). The porch’s structure rests on the two south pillars and
the two west pilasters located on the fagade, which creates the church’s entrance. The
pillars (fig. 5) and pilasters are decorated with vegetal and geometric forms of reliefs.
Djobadze’s conclusion drawn from his investigation of the porch is that Georgian ar-
tisans sustained the porches and the narthex’s structure and decoration throughout the
centuries, particularly in porches with one bay. However, he asserted that there were no
direct prototypes for the porch in Oshki, which is novel. Examples from the first half of
the eleventh century are Nikortsminda (1010-14), Kumurdo (964), Katzkhi (1010-14),
Manglisi (fourth c., and rebuilt in 1014-27), Samtavro (eleventh c.).*

Fig. 6. Oshki’s South Narthex.

| —
Fig. 5. Sculpted South Porch’s Pillars

' Djobadze, Early Medieval Georgian Monasteries, pp. 103-104; Nikortsminda, here p. 49; Katzkhi, here
pp- 48-49; and Manglisi, here pp. 44, 46-48.
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The size of the Oshki porch is small. This fact alone limits the possibility of it
functioning as anything more than an entrance to the church. On the other hand, its
decoration is rich and subtly artistic. The striking element is the umbrella dome with
unique red and white crosses on the ceiling (Fig. 4). Such an exceptional architectural
organ needs to be re-evaluated in-depth. It should be understood on the basis of theo-
logical and philosophical perspectives, discussed further on in the study, and the cult of
the cross’s existence in Georgia from the early-stages following Christianization.

2. The South Chapel structure — Narthex

What Markus Bogisch referred to as the south open chapel or side chambers, or what
Djobadze termed a porch, raised many questions and varied interpretations in Oshki
(Fig. 6)." The richness of various decorative elements testifies to additional functions
and dedications of the narthex. In a previous article, I argued that the stylites’ panels
on the sculpted pillar and the west facade were crucial and resulted from the stylites’
status in Georgia and the political message the rulers extracted from their populari-
ty and spiritual values.? The unique liturgy and rites conducted around the pillar of
Simeon Stylite the Elder and the Younger could have been one, yet crucial, reason for
developing the necessity of the narthex and the open arcade for processions in front of
the south fagade. Moreover, the possible option of the role of the narthex was to accept
new participants to the Christian faith, who were not allowed to enter the church before
being baptized. Another possibility is that the narthex’ chambers were devoted to relics
of saints, but this is only a hypothetical argument, which at this stage, is derived from
a comparison with Iviron cathedral in Athos (hereafter).

The open chapel or side chambers (after Djobadze) are barrel-vaulted with an
ornamented flat umbrella dome in each of the four narthexes bays.® Each bay is square
and of a similar dimension; they open to the south with arcades and rest on four co-
lumns. All of them are decorated with different geometric and vegetal reliefs that fea-
ture various carvings, geometric interlaces, plant motifs, and crosses. In Djobadze’s
opinion, part of the pattern is reminiscent of Byzantine textile designs.* Each of the four
bays has a flat umbrella dome that is rich in decorative elements such as carved ribs
and conoid webs, and it rests on semicircular lunettes and pendentives, transforming
the square bays into an octagon with four pendentives. The use of a semi-S relief motif
and the tendency to reject natural forms in favor of abstract geometric characteristics

Bogisch, Some Remarks, p. 190; Djobadze, Early Medieval Georgian Monasteries, p. 101.
Shneurson, An Imperializing Column, pp. 34-38.

Djobadze, Early Medieval Georgian Monasteries, p. 102, Plan C.

Djobadze, Early Medieval Georgian Monasteries, pp. 103-104.
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is apparent. Djobadze finds in many of the shapes and forms connections to Syrian
churches and primarily to St. Simeon Stylite’s church reliefs in Syria.! The bays also
have a niche on the north wall of the bays (this wall runs west to east, and it is the south
wall of the western arm of the church), and the east bay culminates with a deep apse
decorated with paintings. An arcade, built parallel to the bays, which runs west to east
and is constructed of four columns, ends with small apses to the east. (pl. 1 + Figs. 6,7).
The structure that is ‘like’ a second arcade, running parallel to the inner one, enlarges
and widens the bays with an additional side aisle and creates a whole unique organ of
the south fagade. According to Kaffenberger, the open narthex’s structure was derived
from the ‘three church basilica, like Kvemo Bolnisi.”?

Fig. 7. Oshki Narthex’ Inner Arcade

' Djobadze, Early Medieval Georgian Monasteries, p. 103.

2 The term relates to a ground plan that merged together three types of churches: A longitudinal struc-
ture, a Latin cross with a dome structure, and a centralized trichonch church. This combination creates a
basilica which contains three aisles that are separated by walls between them. Loosley, Architecture and
Asceticism, pp. 115-121; Silagadze and Dundua, Three-Church Basilica Type, pp. 79-80; Eastmond, Royal
Imagery, p. 228; Beridze, Alpago-Novello and Lafontaine-Dosogne, Art and Architecture, p. 308.
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Inner entrance to the west arm of the church

Four
umbrella
domes

Four bays of the outer arcade Two apses

PL 1. South narthex with double arcades.
After Djobadze, Early Medieval Georgian Monasteries, Plan C., p. 102.

Djobadze finds a stylistic connection between the various decorative columns
of the south side of the arcade with antique or Early Christian models, such as the
Justinianic columns in Diyarbakir, the St. Simeon monastery west to Antioch on the
Orontes, and more. Djobadze proposed that Syrian architecture inspired sixth-century
Constantinople architecture and influenced Georgian architecture.! Sassanian architec-
ture could have served as models for the Georgians, as well, due to the eastern trade
routes that passed through Georgia. However, Georgia developed and transformed the
shapes and forms radically and created its own means of expression.?

1

Djobadze, Early Medieval Georgian Monasteries, p. 103.
Bogisch, Some Remarks, pp. 188, 191; Shneurson, Veil of Sacredness, forthcoming.
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Fig. 8. Pillar with Symeon Stylite the Elder

The first western column of the open arcade presents a unique decorative system,
topped with a panel of Simeon the Stylite the Elder (Fig. 8). It alludes to Syriac influ-
ences on Georgian architecture and the popularity of the stylite in Georgia for many
centuries.! The stylite panel’s existence is yet an additional element that is crucial in
understanding and interpreting the whole essence of the south facade.

Oshki and Iviron Monastery in Athos

Iviron Monastery on Mount Athos was dedicated to the Dormition of the Mother of
God, and was constructed during the years 980-983. The monastery had a tremendous
impact on the further development of theology, philosophy, everyday religious prac-
tice, and Georgian monasticism and culture. The prominent figures that lived and acted
in Iviron had massive influence on the Orthodox Church of Georgia.> The Georgian
monks in Athos had been one of only a few groups permitted to pray in their own lan-
guage, were granted their own church name Iviron, and had prominent status within the

' On the Stylites in Oshki, read in Shneurson, 4n Imperializing Column, forthcoming.

2 Grdzelidze, Georgian Monks on Mount Athos, p. 11. The translation of the life of John and Euthymios
are in chapter 2 of the book, titled “The Life of our Blessed Fathers John and Euthymios, and the Story of
their Worthy Citizenship as Described by the Poor Hieromonk George the Hagiorite,” pp. 53-97.
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Athos community. John and his son Euthymios, and George, his cousin, were originally
from the Tao-Klarjeti region.! The Oshki church was built around 963, in the same peri-
od as the Iviron church. One should bear in mind the characteristic events of the Byzan-
tine literary tradition of Macedonian (876-1056) and Komnenian (1081-1185) periods
that impacted the empire and its periphery.? The connections between Oshki and Iviron
are apparent and probably were caused from mutual collaboration and interests. Both,
Oshki and Iviron shared the same spiritual ideas that had a tremendous impact on the
architecture of the edifices and on the figures acted at that period. However, Iviron pro-
vided the theological and spiritual authority.

Iviron monastery in Athos was rebuilt on the Monastery of Clement site and
was given to the Georgian community in Athos. The first abbot of Iviron was John
(980-1005), followed by his son St. Euthymios the Iberian (1005-1019; died in 1028),
and the third in the chain was George, Euthymios’s cousin (1019-1029).® The church’s

1
2

Grdzelidze, Georgian Monks, p. 13.

The Macedonian Renaissance usually refers to a classicist revival that took place mainly during
the Macedonian dynasty (867-1056). Macedonian Renaissance indicates the revival of Greek science in
Byzantium during the ninth century, following the iconoclastic period. Two scholars were prominent du-
ring this revival: John the Grammarian and Leo the Mathematician (Nikolaides, Science and Eastern
Orthodoxy). After the end of iconoclasm, there was a ‘renaissance’ of science in which a library was
created. A renewed interest in Aristotelian logic led to the reading of philosophical texts and natural
philosophy and, soon afterward, the revival of art and science and translation of Greek science texts into
Arabic. John the Grammarian contributed to this renaissance, as did Leo the Mathematician. Constantine
Porphyrogenitus, 913-959, also contributed to the institutionalization of nonreligious education, which
allowed it to advance even further (Nikolaides, Science and Eastern Orthodoxy, p. 59.). They copied the
ancient manuscripts, and in astronomy, they contributed a table of thirty bright stars which dated back to
854. Patriarch Photius (c. 810-893) and Arethas, archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia (approximately
860 to 932/944), were among the chief leaders of the radical literary development of the period. The
latter played a significant role in the tradition of classical and Christian authors. He copied MSS (and
occasionally added scholia himself). At least eight of them have survived; they those that were written by
include Euclides, Plato (24 dialogues), Aristotle, Lucian, Aelius Aristides, Christian apologetics, Clemens
of Alexandria, Justin, as so forth. Georgian figures relevant to the Macedonian Renaissance are considered
by the acts of Maria of Alania and Anna Komnene (Treadgold, The Macedonian Renaissance, pp. 75-98;
Wilson, Scholars of Byzantium, pp. 79-147; Garland, Mary ‘of Alania’, Anna Komnene, and the Revival of
Aristotelianism in Byzantium, pp. 123-163). Mary of Alania, a native of Georgia, was the center of a circle
of literati in Constantinople during the early years of the reign of Alexios I. The court of her first husband,
Michael VII Doukas (1050-1090), had seen the revival of interest in philosophy and natural science, with
renewed study of both Plato and Aristotle, as well as works composed for the emperor and court on philo-
sophical and scientific topics by scholars such as Psellos, John Italos, and Symeon Seth. Following this
interest in natural science, including meteorology, in the 1070s, Maria continued such studies at her own
court at the Mangana Palace, where she commissioned works on theology and natural science. She was
the tutor to her son Constantine Doukas (1074-1095) and Anna Komnene (1083-1153) was the sister of
Constantine Doukas. She gained her interest in intellectual pursuits from Mary, with whom she lived for
several years as a girl. Mary’s interests played a part in shaping Anna. However, Anna focused primarily
on literature and philosophy rather than theology and natural science. Anna was to play a key role in the
revival of Aristotelian scholarship as patron of a circle of scholars working on commentaries. In the history
of Byzantium. The Macedonian Renaissance was a period of the blossoming of Byzantine culture, science,
and art. It also known as the era of Byzantine encyclopedism since of the attempts to systematically orga-
nize and codify knowledge.

3 Stankovi¢, At the Threshold of the Heavens, p. 62; Grdzelidze, Georgian Monks on Mount Athos, p. 11.
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original core construction was a cross in a square nave with a three-bayed, two-storied
narthex. Around 1005-1028, it was appended with the north chapel, and more changes
occurred during that period. A second narthex or exonarthex was added towards the
middle of the eleventh century. The exonarthex changed later, around 1513, with the
addition of an upper floor — the monastery underwent further changes and additions
through the centuries. The phiale (outer structure with baldachino designed mainly
for baptism) dates to 1744. Iviron’s narthex is the original architectural form, but its
paintings are of a later period, thus reflecting the architecture developed in Tao-Klarjeti.
The Iviron’s narthex is divided into three spaces. The central bay is square and covered
with a blind dome, while the other two are smaller and covered with double barrel
vaults (groin-vault).! The initial role of the narthex’s two lateral bays was to provide
additional access from outside. It was altered to connect the main church utilizing two
other doors with the two parekklesia, and later, further modifications were made to
these doors. These parts of the narthex served as a burial place for St. Euthymios’ relics
and other monastery founders.?

Historical Architectural and Functional Development of the Narthex

The narthex was an elongated, rectangular space which served as an entrance vesti-
bule, a liminal zone between the outside world and the inside ‘paradisiacal vision’ of
the sanctuary. The narthex hosted liturgical rituals after the ninth century, becoming a
functionally diverse space in a Byzantine church.?

In the Early Christian period, the narthex served as preparation for the First En-
trance rite, consisting of a procession of clergy members and lay people from the atrium
into the naos and the bema. In the Middle Byzantine period, the patriarch or bishop
waited at the First Entrance, seated in the narthex, and from there, he recited the interior
prayer.* Along with the patriarch, the subdeacon was also seated in the narthex.> Fur-
ther, the narthex was a place for penitents, menstruating women, and the catechumens,
though it was used for a multitude of daily services. From the typikon of monaste-

' Grdzelidze, Georgian Monks on Mount Athos, p. 63.

2 Kaffenberger also suggets that the Oshki’s narthex could have been used for burial but this is a hypo-
thetical assumption. Kaffenberger, Liminal Spaces, p. 130; Stankovi¢, At the Threshold of the Heavens,
p- 64 and n. 127. The upper floor of the narthex designated for the Katechoumeneion worshipers, a group
which was not allowed to enter the nave before being baptized. The upper floor was added at a later period
and thus not relevant to the churches in the Georgian mainland.

3 Marinis, Architecture and Ritual, p. 64.

4 Marinis, Architecture and Ritual, pp. 21, 68-69; Taft, The Pontifical Liturgy, pp. 105-111; Constantine
Porphyrogennetos, Book of Ceremonies, pp. 64-65.

5 Taft, Skeuophylakion of Hagia Sophia, 1, pp. 1-35 and I, pp. 53-87; Taft, Divine Liturgies, chapters VII,
VIII; Taft, History of the Liturgy of the Hours, pp. 130-158.
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ries and cathedral practice, one can notice that some of the rituals were performed in
the narthex and the exonarthex, mostly following the Mount Athos practice.! In cases
where a service began in the narthex and moved progressively toward the sanctuary, it
reflected the ancient processional character of the Byzantine rite, and symbolized the
move from the earthly narthex to the heavenly sanctuary. According to the typikon of
the Great Church in Athos, the Washing of the Feet on Holy Thursday took place in the
narthex. It is interesting that in some katholika such as Hosios Loukas and Nea Moni
in Chios, the mosaic of Christ Washing the Feet is found in the narthex. Evidence can
be found in other parts of the Byzantine world, such as in Mount Athos and Cyprus,
which demonstrates the common practice of this rite.? The images that appeared in the
narthex complemented a series of depictions inspired by the Passion cycle, as in Hosios
Lukas.? Tt thus created a mimetic relationship between the rite and its prototype. The
celebration of the rite was not restricted to the narthex.

During the Middle and Late Byzantine periods in Constantinople, the narthex
and exonarthex served as burial places, a common practice in Asia Minor, Greece, and
the Balkans. An early example of women’s burial can be found in the seventh-century
sarcophagus containing the bodies of Constantina, Emperor Maurice’s wife, and their
children, placed on the left side of the monastic narthex church of St. Manas. It reflects
a burial outside the liturgical center of the church, but is situated within the building.*
There are more examples that attest to this customary practice.” Marinis claims that
the idea of lateral spaces, such as outer aisles, along with porches or chapels, existed
in most Middle Byzantine churches of Constantinople.® The role of such sections is
not clear, but they added to the monumentality of a fagade while offering shelter for
people attending outdoor services and processions.” Narthex programs had multivalent

' Marinis, Architecture and Ritual, pp. 69-70.

2 In Constantinopolitan euchologion dated to 1027, the service entitled “Another service and order of the
‘Blessing of the Water’ or ‘Lesser Blessing of the Water’” took place in some churches in the narthex or
close to other sections with a basin; this mainly happened in Serbia and Macedonia. Marinis, Architecture
and Ritual, pp. 71-72.

3 Marinis, Architecture and Ritual, p. 73.

Marinis, Architecture and Ritual, p. 75. Marinis brings the following as example: Nikephoros, founder
of the monastery fou Medikiou in Bithynia, was buried in 813 in the church of the Archangel Michael, in
the left side of the narthex.

> See Pseudo Dionysius on the funerary character of the narthex. Galadza, The Evolution of Funerals, pp.
225-226.

¢ The use of the porch and chapel gave access to upper-level parts of the church, but all evidence of this
has been lost. Marinis, Architecture and Ritual, p. 89 and n. 72.

7 Marinis, Architecture and Ritual, p. 90.

4
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religious and political messages.' Both the narthex and the exonarthex were dominated,
in their outer decoration, by the same prominent design of the exterior church facades,
giving them an integral appearance of the original church.?

Oshki and Iviron: Political and Cultural Ties

Four significant manuscripts regarding the foundation of Iviron originated from Oshki,
Otkhta Ekklesia, and Khakhuli churches, located in the Tao region.® The ties between
Iviron Cathedral, Tao region, Oshki, and the families of the region, were long-lasting
and deep.* Nevertheless, on the other hand, Iviron played a significant role in Mount
Athos’ development during that period.

The Georgian manuscripts in Iviron reflect the characteristic events of the Byzan-
tine literary tradition of the Macedonian — Komnenian period, namely the Macedonian
Renaissance. This period was characterized by new redactions of manuscripts which
generated codices with diverse educational tendencies of the marginalized art-decora-
tive system. “This vital reform of Christian writing and manuscripts tradition has been
inherited by the Iviron Monastery from the Tao-Klarjeti scriptoriums.” Accordingly,
texts, combined with educational trends, were shaped in decorative schemes of manu-
scripts made in Tao-Klarjeti centers. So too were the preparations for the launch of
the Georgian Laura on Mount Athos and Iviron’s library. The manuscripts copied in
the Oshki Monastery were made especially for the Georgian Laura Iviron’s library on
Athos. From this perspective, it was a straightforward way to turn the Oshki church
into an architectonic, decorative jewel of the area and period. The initiator of these
changes was John (Iovane) the Iberian, who settled, as a monk, at Athos. The book
translation project started before the foundation of Iviron monastery in 975, by Euthy-
mios, John’s son and the second abbot of Iviron. For the task of translating books into
the Georgian language and editorial work, Euthymios recruited a group of talented
bookmen, transforming Iviron’s library into an outstanding center of Georgian culture,
studying, education, and theology. During the abbacy of Euthymios they followed the
early Jerusalemite translations. The Macedonian literary reform was completed a bit

' Marinis, Architecture and Ritual, p. 66, n. 10. The author provides the following readings: Nelson,

Chora and the Great Church; Nelson, Taxation with Representation; Nelson, Heavenly Allies; Osterhout,
Kariye Camii, p. 22; Osterhout, The Virgin of the Chora.

2 Stankovi¢, At the Threshold of the Heavens, p. 65.

3 The manuscripts are: The Oshki Bible; “The Flower of the Paradise” [“Samotkhe™], The paradise
polykephalio; The Life of John Chrysostom; The Treasure/Gandzi in Moscow Synodal Library. Kalan-
dadze, Patrological Collection; Grdzelidze, Georgian Monks on Mount Athos, pp. 28, 32, 34.

4 Grdzelidze, Georgian Monks on Mount Athos, pp. 29-31, 33.

> Chkhikvadze (et al.), The Georgian Manuscript Book, pp. 188-189.
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later by George the Hagiorite (1009-1065) and Ephrem Mtsire (1027-1103), who was a
Hellenophile, creating a link with the translation of works into Georgian. Both George
and Ephrem made interpretations of ancient texts, liturgical calendars, and commen-
taries with their work’s scientific approach. The literary center’s goal was to provide a
convincing answer in their quest for the Georgian Church’s autocephaly.' To achieve
that goal, the Iviron center leaders copied a complete collection of OT texts in the
Monastery of Oshki in 978 and transferred the manuscripts to the Iviron collection. The
most critical aspect of the Oshki collection was its archaic recension characteristics,
including early Byzantine redactions adopted from Tao-Klarjeti, which are of particular
interest. The immense work done during the end of the tenth century and throughout the
eleventh, at and by the Tao-Klarjeti, and Iviron communities, gave to the world written
evidence of knowledge on Byzantium and the Orient, otherwise unknown. More than
that, this historical chapter shed light on Georgian society in Tao-Klarjeti and Oshki
church’s leading role in it. Examining Oshki church in general, and the outstanding
porch and open chapel-narthex in particular, it seems obvious how they reflect this
society’s formative transformation during that period, expressed through architecture
and art.

The manuscripts were commissioned by leading members of the Chordvaneli
family, who became the kteteors and benefactors of Iviron. Most of the information
that comes from the colophons of these manuscripts’ points to consistency with what
Iviron’s Synodikon and other documents contained, published in the Actes d’Iviron.?

The ties between Iviron monastery and dominant families in the Tao region were
heightened due to John the Iberian’s will. His legacy demanded that the abbots be
chosen from the Chordvaneli family circle, which was the case until 1029.° Up until
then, the Byzantine ruler approved the nomination according to the will. From 1030
onwards, the Byzantine’s involvement grew, and broader considerations navigated the
region’s political life. However, the strong ties between Iviron and Tao region still
exist.* The project of translating books to the Georgian language has continued, while
the role of cultivating the spiritual and political aspirations of the Georgians has en-
dured.’

' Chkhikvadze (et al.), The Georgian Manuscript Book, p. 190.

2 Lefort, Oikonomidés and Papachryssanthou, Actes d’Iviron: I, vol.1, pp. 20, 39; Lefort, Oikonomidés
and Papachryssanthou, Actes d’Iviron: 11, vol. 1, pp. 2-31. This book provides the translation of the history
of Iviron in that period, with the copy of the monks Greek written source.

3 Grdzelidze, Georgian Monks on Mount Athos, p. 34.

4 Grdzelidze, Georgian Monks on Mount Athos, p. 35.

5 Grdzelidze, Georgian Monks on Mount Athos, pp. 37-38.
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Symbolism, Rituals, and Functions of the Porch and the Narthex

The ground plan of churches was designed theologically and interpreted according to
the hierarchy of holiness. The horizontal axis features three divisions which are repeat-
ed in various ways. The bema on this axis was considered the most sacred part, and the
narthex was the least holy.! The edifice is divided into three sections, the atrium and/
or narthex, the naos, and the sanctuary. Theologically, Trinitarian signifiers divided the
church into three sociological groups, including the clergy, the perfectly faithful, and
the repentant. The sociological division of groups may symbolize the divine church
as “on earth, on heavens, and those beyond heavens.”” Accordingly, it means that the
narthex is the earth, the naos is the heavens, and the most holy bema is beyond the
heavens.

According to Ps. Dionysius, the outside world was a dark and misguided area,
while the porch was considered the purified site that welcomed worshipers to enter the
body of the church. The participants in the nave, while fully engaged or “perfectly faith-
ful,” according to other theologians, were still at the first stage of knowledge.®* Then,
there were the monks at the gates of the sanctuary, those who had already reached a
higher level, towards the “pure attendance upon God,” the clergy, within the enclosure.*
Ps. Dionysius refers to the three parts of the church, the entrance doors, the nave, and
the sanctuary doors with the enclosed area of the altar. He addressed these areas and the
hierarchical groups in each one, from the lowest level to the highest of all.’

In accordance with Neoplatonic vocabulary, Ps. Dionysius claimed that the bi-
shop occupies the place of Christ when standing before the altar as the icon of God.*
From that standpoint, God’s sacramental energies streamed into creation by the angelic
hierarchy to the lowest level on earth in the church, toward those not yet purified. Go-
litzin asserts, “Finally, it disperses and disappears from view in the night of ignorance
and sin outside the doors.”” The bishop’s passage through the church is a realization
of the activity of Providence that he typifies. The strict division between the darkness
outside the church’s porch and the gradually expanded pureness inside the nave follows
the Neoplatonic perception of dividing the world into two parts, the earthly world ver-
sus the ideal world. The narthex played a significant role in the Divine Liturgy during

' EH V.1.6 508AB, Pseudo-Dionysius, Complete Works, pp. 237-238.

2 Marinis, Architecture and Ritual, p. 66 and n. 12. Marinis brings Symeon of Thessalonike words.

3 Golitzin, Et introibo, p. 158.

*  Golitzin, Et introibo, p. 159; EH V.1.6 505D-508B, Pseudo-Dionysius, Complete Works, pp. 237-238.
5 EH,V.1.3 373C, Pseudo-Dionysius, Complete Works, p. 196.

¢ EH,V.1.3373C, V.1.5 505B, V.1.7 508C and 509A, Pseudo-Dionysius, Complete Works, pp. 196, 237,
239-240.

7 Golitzin, Et introibo, p. 160.
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the first part of the service. It served as a preparations area for the First Entrance rite
which included the procession of the clergy and people from the atrium to the naos
and the bema during the early period of Christianity. During the Middle Byzantine
period the liturgy was very gradually transferred inside the church in Constantinople
and urban places with growing populations. The patriarch or bishop waited for the First
Entrance seated in the narthex, and some of the minor orders took place in the narthex
as well.! Others that used the narthex were penitents and other categories that did not
fully participate in the liturgy inside the church.

On the horizontal axis of holiness, the porch welcomes the participants and pre-
pares them for their next step into the house of God. In Oshki’s porch, they hovered
under the umbrella roof with the porch’s decorative cross (Fig. 4), creating a distinctive
sacred place and initiating the applicants who climbed the ladder of spiritualism toward
their journey of exultation inside the nave. The narthex played a vital role on the axis
of holiness in Oshki due to the Porch’s small size. It also served the repentant sinners’
needs as an area they were allowed to enter, proving that the narthex was less holy
than the rest of the church. In the twelfth century, Dionysius of Alexandria testified
that women could stand in the narthex because it is “not the church,” meaning it is not
the same as the rest of the church.? In Oshki, the participants were filled with energy
and eagerness of spiritual exultation due to the distinctive structure of the narthex, the
unprecedented umbrella roof, the paintings, the reliefs, and the existence of the apses
in the narthex structure.

Not much is known about the rite conducted in and around the Oshki church.
The church’s architectural structure, the porch and narthex, and reliefs on the fagades
attest to ritual and liturgy being conducted along the west — south fagades. The elabo-
rate south facade with the narthex and the south porch not only conjures up memories
of beauty and decoration, but also had a participatory role in processions and rites,
messages, and declarations of the rulers of the church. Moreover, they manifest the
central role in outdoor rites and the probable function during the Holy Week rituals,
yet not solely.

Written evidence regarding the cross and related rituals can be found in both
JuanSer’s chronicle from the ninth century and Sumbat Davit’is-dze’s chronicle from
about the eleventh century. The chronicles give a short report on the construction of the
Jvari church (c. 597) and the cross’s veneration

“Decreed a gathering every Friday. All bishops and priests of that place and re-

' Marinis, Architecture and Ritual, p. 68.

Marinis, Architecture and Ritual, p. 67.
Rapp, Sumbat Davit'is-dze, pp. 354, 381; Juanser, Vaxt'ang Gorgasali, pp. 236-237.
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gion gathered with the Catholicos in front of the Venerable Cross; they celebrate
Friday like Good Friday. There are gatherings in the (church of the) Catholico-
sate every Thursday, and they celebrate (at) the holy Sion as on Holy Thursday
with the mystery of the body and blood of Christ. At Mc’xet’a there is a gathe-
ring every Tuesday at the Episcopal (Church).”

From this brief evidence, it is apparent that outdoor processions were conducted
in Jvari since the early stages of construction of the church. The chronicle’s description
of the processions is limited, but the model of Jerusalem is prominent. The second ele-
ment from the above citation points to the Holy Week liturgy around the church and
under the cross decorating the porch. Jvari and Oshki churches demonstrate the spread
of rituals throughout the country.

The first part of this investigation culminates with a discussion of the liturgy
during the Middle Byzantine period. It marks the gradual changes that the church un-
derwent in Constantinople and the periphery. In Georgia, the country evidently faced
geopolitical changes and development, which brought about dramatic cultural, literary,
and theological modifications. The ties of Tao-Klarjeti region with Iviron flourished
and, spreading a new approach to the monastic movement. The project of translating
books to the Georgian language continued. The next part of the article continues to
explore other porches from the eleventh-twelfth centuries. In this way, it reveals the
new waves of theology and monasticism across borders that refined the spiritual and
political aspirations of the Georgians.

The second part of the article will be
published in the next issue of the journal

' JuanSer, Vaxt'ang Gorgasali, p. 236; Rapp, Medieval Georgian Historiography, p. 381.
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Zaza Skhirtladze, Julia Benidze

Unknown Materials
on the Gareja Monastery of St. John the Baptist
and its Antiquities in the Personal Archive
of Polievktos Karbelashvili

Summary

Materials on the Gareja Desert monastic association and its antiquities collected during
the years by archpriest Polievktos Karbelashvili (1855-1936), were often published in
Georgian periodicals at the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. In addition,
unpublished materials of the learned ecclesiastic can be found in his personal archive
which is kept in the National Archives of Georgia (Fund N1461). These materials are
preserved in two files. These are:

File N48 includes excerpts from inscriptions (including epitaphs), descriptions
and sketches of wall paintings, as well as excerpts from old documents concerning the
monastic life in the Gareja desert. Most of this materials are not dated, although the
grouping of materials of the same period is still possible.

File N59 is dedicated entirely to the Gareja monastic association. The author
describes in details his journey with the pilgrims from Martq’op’i to the Gareja desert,
namely the monastery of St. John the Baptist. During this journey he has described the
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churches and the murals of the monastery, recorded part of lapidary and fresco inscrip-
tions, antiquities currently preserved there by that time and the inscriptions on them. A
list of Abbots of the monastery of St. John the Baptist from 1639 to 1840 is attached to
the records.

In the file N48 the date of the journey — 23-24 June, 1914 — is indicated.

While studying archival materials, it becomes evident that during the trip to the
Gareja desert Archpriest Polievktos had a small personal notebook with him, which is
presereved in the file N48. Later, while the materials were being prepared for publica-
tion, the field-records were edited and rewritten on separate sheets of paper, which are
included in file N59. In this regard it is worth mentioning that in addition, the edited
text is entitled: “In the Gareja Desert”.

Description of the journey from Martq’op’i to the Gareja desert, to the monas-
tery of St. John the Baptist is not inferior in importance to the essay, which describes
a trip to the Gareja in 1895 and a service performed there, as well as a feast dedicated
to the Saint (Published in the newspaper “Iveria” in 1895, NN 116, 117, 122, 179). In
addition to previous essay, the one describing the monastery of St. John the Baptist is
more complete due to fact that it contains records on the local antiquities: churches and
cells, paintings, church objects and their inscriptions.

The essay vividly and emotionally conveys the march of the group to one of the
oldest and largest spiritual centre of the Gareja monastic association; Local toponyms
(some of which are now lost) are included in the description of the trip, along with the
artistic and emotionally charged descriptions of nature. Polievktos Karbelashvili dis-
cusses the past events related to certain places. Records of the local antiquities include
inscription on the doors of the monastic gate, references to the chamber of the abbot
and its builders — loane the Metropolitan of Bodbe and Archimandrite loane, the ab-
bot of the Lavra of St. David. The attention of the author was attracted by the defense
tower, the stone pillar at the entrance of the main church with the relief image of the
miracle of St. Eustathios Placidas. Particularly noteworthy are the brief references to
the main church of the monastery and the fragments left from its wall paintings — in the
wide donor row of the images of royal representatives of Georgian kingdom which are
presented on the north and west walls of the church David IV the Builder (1089-1125),
Demetre 1 (1125-1156), George III (1156-1184), and Queen Tamar (1184-1210) are
named.

In the present publication the text is published from the file N59, which was
prepared by Archpriest Polievktos Karbelashvili for the publication. In the end it is
followed by short records on the trip to the Gareja desert from the file N48, which also
remained unpublished until today and was not included in the text prepared for publi-
cation.
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