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Goderdzi Narimanishvili

Dzalisa Settlement
(Materials for the Study of Georgian-Iranian Relations
in the 3"-4™ Centuries AD)

Summary

Cultural and economic relations between Georgia and Iran, according to the archaeo-
logical materials, started in the 4" mill. BC.

One of the most interesting periods in Georgian-Iranian relations was the Sassa-
nid epoch. In the sites of this period excavated in Georgia, many Sasanian artifacts
were discovered. Among them are several bullae. Some of them depict portraits of
Iranian shahs, and some are related to the Sasanian royal administration. These bullae,
which belong to Shahs or representatives of the royal family, were discovered in the
historical Georgian region of Kartli at two sites, namely Dzalisa and Uplistsikhe.

Dzalisa Settlement is located in the municipality of Mtskheta in the village of
Dzalisi. The settlement, which dates back to the Antique period and Early Middle
Ages, was built on both banks of Narekvavi River, 20 kilometers northwest of the city
of Mtskheta.

The settlement is identified with the town of Dzalisa (Dzalissa) of the Antique
period, which is mentioned by the Greek geographer of the 2™ century AD, Claudius
Ptolemy (KAavdiog [Ttorepaiog 87-165 AD) in his Geography, along with other towns
of Iberia.

The excavations of 2017-2019 brought to light unknown sides of the history of
not only Dzalisa, but also the history of Kartli/Iberia. Excavations have shown an im-
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portant Iranian trace there. Special attention must be paid to the discovery of the bullae
of the royal administration of Iran, in one of the architectural complexes in Dzalisa.
Prior to these excavations, the history of the town of Dzalisa was only related to the
Roman world. All architectural complexes excavated in Area I are of Roman style. This
fact quite rightly connected the origin of the city with the policy pursued by the Roman
Empire in Kartli/Iberia.

The information of Claudius Ptolemy and the data of archaeological excavations
show that the city was already one of the important centers of Kartli in the 2™ century
and was strongly influenced by Roman culture.

An important change in the history of Kartli/Iberia took place in the 3™ century.
This change is connected with the military-political activity of Sasanian Iran against
the Roman Empire. One of the important areas of the conflict was the South Caucasus.
The kingdom of Kartli/Iberia, which was an ally of the Roman Empire in the 1-2" cen-
turies AD, also entered the sphere of Iran’s active policy. The first military campaign in
the South Caucasus was organized by the Iranian Shah Ardashir I (230-240). Shapur 1
achieved great success in this direction. As it seems, exactly at the beginning of Shapur
I’s reign, the states of the South Caucasus were taxed. In 242, the Roman Emperor
Gordian III started a military campaign against Iran. He achieved some success but
died in 244. Subsequently, the Iranians launched a massive attack on South Caucasus
and conquered Iberia, Albania, and Armenia. Hormizd-Ardashir, the son of Shapur I,
later Shah Hormizd I of Iran (270-271 AD) became the great king of Armenia. Roman
hegemony in the East ended in 260 when Shapur I captured the emperor Valerian. A
contemporary of Shapur I was the Iberian king Amazasp (230-265), who is mentioned
together with Iranian nobles in the inscription of the Ka'ba-ye Zartosht.

The confrontation between Iran and Rome, which took place in the second half
of the 3" century, ended in 299 with the Peace of Nisibis. According to this treaty,
Rome retrieved its hegemony in the Caucasus. The treaty was infringed by Shapur 11
in the 330s. In 337, Shapur II entered Armenia and renewed the war between Iran and
Rome. In 363, another treaty was signed. According to it, the border was established
along the Euphrates River. Armenia fell under Iranian influence and Iberia under Ro-
man. Rome appointed Saurmag II (363-378) as king of Iberia. In 364, the emperor of
Rome died, and Shapur II made a new move, assigning Aspagur (Varaz-Bakur) as the
ruler of Iberia. For the town of Dzalisa and the Kingdom of Kartli/Iberia, the treaty of
387 between Shapur I1I and Rome was significant. According to it, most of Armenia
and Iberia came under Iranian influence.
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We believe that the town of Dzalisa used to be an important post of Shapur III
in Iberia. That is how one could explain the discovery in Dzalisa of a big number of
packages from the Sassanian administration.

On the territory of Dzalisa, six bullae were discovered. Three of them are small
clay balls with images characteristic to the Sassanian glyptic. The other three are big
and belong to the royal administration. On one of the bullae there is a portrait of a Shah.
According to Prof. Touraj Daryaee this is a portrait of Shah Shapur III.

Taking into account the existing information, we can say that a large complex
excavated in the 2™ district of Dzalisa belongs to the 34-4" cc. AD. The bullae, dis-
covered during excavations, indicate that the complex was destroyed at the end of the
4™ century. It was destroyed by strong fire, and it was never brought back to life after
this catastrophe. In the area surrounding the complex, burial vaults were built in the 5
century, but in such a way that the remnants of the complex were not damaged.

254



255



II

'Ivi[:rl]m—m“
\

(-
==

-
T T T
-

= |

TTOTTITTT
T T EEFT I T T T I T .

+ __
Ry fEeae
;, y ? 2




III

0 10m

257



v

258






VI

260



v G O 2 @ B X i
5 o 4D D
l;
v T g i B ic: T i
SH 2 ., 9 Y
%}
: v
v
LT FC B = 0
i by
f o
TV
sE 4
Y
SH |
LY
v 124
o

261




VIII

262



IX




obig. 519 obg. 574 06g. 568
obg. 524 obg. 597 obg. 537 obg. 549
obg. 567 obg. 566
- = - < oom
obg. 552 obg. 553
b 583 obig. 548 ——————

‘ obg. 474
obg. 512 obg. 476 obg. 493
L= = S e

264



XI

0bg. 393 obg. 394 obg. 391 0bg. 396
0bg3. 395 0bg. 401 0bg3. 400
—_— e
obg. 308 obg. 310 obg. 312 - obg. 311
0bg. 403 + obg. 408
e —— — — —

obg. 404 obg. 405

265



&odmmagdal smbgmaemmde:

[.1.

1.1, 1

.1.
V.1.

V.1.

doeabs, | s@ggmmmango dsbo. sgmgmm@m; 2. | sMdgmmmaonm®o
mdobo. a9ads.

1d560. 00 3356mb s LagMom obal BysmBmBamaggdal Lob@gds; 2.
000 3356m. bagHom bgwo.

Logp®om onba. g93ds; 2. LamGam smda. bagom bywo.

33069 5356m. 8mDsn Mo sds6m (Robobo@n gomBan magegobo); 2. d(so-
g 3d5bm. bogHom bgwo.

3306 Labobeg. dmDoogm@o 05@s30. ©gGsmn; 2. 3306 Labobemg. dm-

B0 M0 058)930. GO,

VLT I s dgmmmaon@o mdsbo. o3meseds. 0g@omo; 2. s3mmmads. Rsbobodon.
VILT. I st dgmmmgom@o dsbo. oo sGdodgd@nemmo 3madmgdbo. agads; 2.

000 5MJ0&qd&Mma 3madmgdbo. sgMmBME M.

VIII. 00 3Mdodgd&atmma 3md3magdbo. Ne2 bamagbmb bgogdo.

IX. 00 3Mdodgd@nenmo 3m33mgdLolb gembmol ML semdmBgbomo b4-
mgdo.

X. 00 30408 gd@nenmo 3m33magdbolb gembmol EMML smdmAgbomo 39-
53030.

XI. 00 Mdodgd@nenmo 3m33mgdLbol gsmbmol MML semdmbgbomo 56-
&9Bogd&gda: 391, 393, 394, 396 — Jobols IMsgombobbogs Gofmgn@gdo;
395, 400, 401 — 3ol dOmEabasb ©sddowgdmmn goMxo@gdo; 308,
310-312 — s3gm30b@mb b3manbgda; 403 — 4300 bod‘gﬁmba&ggn(?);
408 — Loboggo, mobol; 404-405 — mobols dmemado.

Description of Tables:

L1. Dzalisa, I archaeological site. Aerial photo; 2. I archaeological site. Plan.

IL.1. 1 Site. Water supply system for a large bath and swimming pool; 2. Large bath.
General view

II.1. Swimming pool. Plan; 2. Swimming pool. General view.

IV.1. Small bath. Mosaic bath (sketch by Giorgi Lezhava); 2. Small bath. General
view.

V.1. A small palace. Mosaic floor. Detail; 2. A small palace. Mosaic floor. Detail.

VI.1. II archaeological site. Crypt. Detail 2. Crypt. Sketch.
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VIIL.1. IIarchaeological site. A large architectural complex. Plan; 2. A large architectu-

VIIL
IX.
X.
XI.

ral complex. Aerial photo.

A large architectural complex. #2 storage room. View.

Bullae discovered during the excavation of a large architectural complex.
Ceramics discovered during the excavation of a large architectural complex.
Artifacts found during the excavation of a large architectural complex: 391,
393, 394, 396 — multi-faceted glass plates; 395, 400, 401 — plates made of
mountain crystal; 308, 310-312 — amethyst nuclei; 403 — stone altar (?); 408 —
clay sinker; 404-405 — clay bullae.
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