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goderZi narimaniSvili

naqalaqari Zalisa 
 (masalebi saqarTvelo - iranis urTierTobisTvis 

ax.w. III-IV saukuneebSi)

saqarTvelosa da iranis kulturul-ekonomikuri urTierTobis amsax-
veli uZvelesi masalebi, arqeologiuri monacemebis mixedviT, jer 
kidev Zv.w. IV aTaswleulidan fiqsirdeba.1 iran-saqarTvelos urTier-
Tobis erT-erT saintereso epoqas sasanuri xana warmoadgens. 

Zalisas naqalaqari  yovelTvis dakavSirebuli iyo romaul sam-
yarosTan da TiTqos, arqeologiuri masalis mixedviT,  iranuli gavle-
na ar SeiniSneboda. 2017-2019 wlebis arqeologiurma gaTxrebma ki sasa-
nuri iranis Zlieri kvali warmoaCina. gansakuTrebiT aRsaniSnavia sasa-
nuri iranis Sahis saxelmwifo kancelariasTan dakavSirebuli bulebis 
dafiqsireba Zalisas erT-erT arqiteqturul kompleqsSi. saqarTvelo-
Si gaTxril am periodis arqeologiur Zeglebze araerTi sasanuri ar-
tefaqtia aRmoCenili. maT Soris gamoirCeva bulebi,2 romelTa mcire 
nawilze iranis Sahebis gamosaxulebebi gvxvdeba. bulebis erTi nawi-
li ki iranis saxelmwifo kancelariasTan aris dakavSirebuli. iranis 
Sahebis an samefo ojaxis warmomadgenlebis bulebi saqarTvelos is-
toriul regionSi, qarTlSi, or arqeologiur Zeglze – Zalisas da 
ufliscixis naqalaqarebzea aRmoCenili.

Z a l i s a s  n a q a l a q a r i  mdebareobs mcxeTis municipalite-
tis sof. ZalisSi. antikuri xanisa da adre Sua saukuneebis naqalaqari 
gaSenebuli yofila md. narekvavis orive napirze, q. mcxeTidan Crdi-
lo-dasavleTiT 20 km-is daSorebiT (tab I-1).

naqalaqari identificirebulia antikuri xanis qalaq ZalisasTan 
(Zalissa), romelsac ax.w. II saukunis berZeni geografosi klavdios pto-
lemaiosi (Κλαύδιος Πτολεμαίος; ax.w. 90-168 ww.) „geografiul saxelmZRva-

1	 narimaniSvili, SanSaSvili, narimaniSvili, vaWroba da savaWro gzebi; narimaniSvi-
li, iberia da iranuli samyaro, gv. 39-41; narimaniSvili, aRmosavleT amierkavkasia da 
iranuli samyaro Zv.w. V-I saukuneebSi, gv. 19-22; narimaniSvili, darakovis namosaxlari, 
gv. 94-125.
2	 ramiSvili, saqarTvelos sasanuri gemebi; ramiSvili, sasanuri gliptikis, gv. 62-69; 
Jinio, saqarTvelos, gv. 89-91.
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neloSi“ (Geographike Hyphegesis) iberiis aRwerisas sxva qalaqebTan er-
Tad ixseniebs.1

Zalisas naqalaqaris arqeologiuri Seswavlis istoria. Zalisasa 
da mis midamoebSi, 1971-1990 wlebSi, arqeologiur samuSaoebs awar-
moebda saqarTvelos mecnierebaTa akademiis arqeologiuri eqspedicia 
(xelmZRvaneli aleqsi boxoCaZe). 2016 wels naqalaqaris da mimdebare 
teritoriaze samuSaoebi Caatara saqarTvelos erovnuli muzeumisa da 
varSavis universitetis qarTul-polonurma arqeologiurma eqspedi-
ciam (TanaxelmZRvanelebi – g. narimaniSvili, piotr iavorski).

gaTxrebiT mopovebuli masalebis mixedviT SeiZleba davaskvnaT, 
rom qalaqma Zv.w. II saukunidan ax.w. VIII saukunis 30-ian wlebamde iarseba.
pirveli dasaxleba md. narekvavis marjvena napirze mdebare goraze (II 
arqeologiuri ubani) gaCenila. antikur xanaSi, Zveli da axali welTaR-
ricxvebis mijnaze, gazrdili mosaxleobis nawili md. narekvavis marcxe- 
na napirze arsebul vakeze gadasula sacxovreblad (I arqeologiuri 
ubani), sadac didi dasaxleba warmoqmnila. 

ax.w. I-III saukuneebSi qalaqma ganviTarebis umaRles dones miaRwia; 
IV saukuneSi qalaqi Zlieri xanZris Sedegad ganadgurda. Tumca, maleve 
daiwyo misi aRdgena. IV-V saukuneebSi qalaqi mdinaris orive napirze 
agrZelebs arsebobas. VI saukunis dasawyisisaTvis ZalisSi saqalaqo 
cxovreba wydeba. VI-VII saukuneebSi naqalaqris teritoriaze uRimRamo 
cxovreba kvlav gagrZelda, xolo VIII saukunis 30-ian wlebSi, arabTa 
Semosevis dros, dasaxlebam  sabolood Sewyvita arseboba.

amdenad, Zalisas naqalaqari ori nawilis, vakeze gaSenebuli qa-
laqis (I arqeologiuri ubani, tab. I-1) da Zalisis goraze gamarTuli 
akropolisisgan (II arqeologiuri ubani, tab. VII) Sedgeba.

qalaqis ZiriTadi sacxovrebeli kvartlebi md. narekvavis marcxe
na napirze yofila ganlagebuli. misi farTobi daaxloebiT 1.0 kvad-
ratuli kilometria (tab. I), romelic moicavs aristokratTa kvar-
tals, sacxovrebel kompleqsebs da saxelosno ubans. 1971-1990 ww. 
Zalisas naqalaqaris teritoriaze gaiTxara sameurneo da sacxovrebel 
nagebobaTa naSTebi (tab. I-2), koleqtorebi, Tixisa da tyviis milebiT 
Sedgenili wyalsadenis qseli (tab. II-1), aguriT mokirwyluli quCebi 
da moednebi, mozaikuri iatakebi, arqiteqturuli detalebi, Tixisa da 
minis WurWeli da sxv. naqalaqaris teritoriaze samSeneblo masalad ga-

1	 Claudius Ptolemy, Geography, 5, 10,3.
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moyenebulia alizis aguri, riyis qva, tufisa da qviSaqvis qvaTlilebi, 
keramikuli aguri, keramikuli filebi, brtyeli da Rariani kramitebi.1

akropolisi muxranis velze, md. narekvavis marjvena napirze, gan-
calkevebulad mdgar borcvzea gamarTuli (naqalaqaris II arqeolo-
giuri ubani). TavdacviTi kedeli uSualod mdinaris marjvena napirs 
miuyveba, Semdeg borcvs (daaxl. 200 m. diametri) uvlis garSemo. 

Zalisas aristokratTa kvartalSi (I ubani) gamoirCeva: 1. mcire 
sasaxle; 2. abano; 3. didi sasaxle; 4. absidebiani kompleqsi; 5. sacurao 
auzi. 

m c i r e  s a s a x l i s  kompleqsidan SemorCenilia: 1. oTxi didi 
darbazi, fasadis kolonebiT da bazaltis qvis bazisebiT; 2. mozaikur 
iatakiani darbazebi da 3. mcire abano. sasaxles ori Sesasvleli aqvs da 
orive samxreT fasadSia gaWrili. erTi SesavleliT kompleqsis dasav-
leT nawilSi mdebare oTx did darbazSi SeiZleba moxvedra. darbazis 
kedlebi gajiT Selesili da moxatulia. yvela darbazSi gamarTuli 
iyo samsxverplo-sakurTxeveli. sasaxlis am nawilis fasadis gaswvriv 
bazaltis qvis bazisebia Camwkrivebuli. SemorCenilia xuTi bazisi. 
maTi ganlageba uCvenebs, rom kolonada sasaxlis ezos dasavleTidan 
da CrdiloeTidan sazRvravda.

mozaikuriatakian darbazs Sesasvleli samxreTidan aqvs. darbazis 
zRurblis win tufis, qviSaqvis Tlili qvebiT da ori feris kenWebiT 
mogebuli moedania gamarTuli. mozaikuriatakiani darbazis (48 kv.m.) 
iatakis mozaika 12 feris qvis kenWebiTaa Sedgenili. mozaikis centra-
luri nawili kompozicias ukavia, romelic gamosaxavs mevenaxeobisa 
da meRvineobis mfarvel RvTaeba dionises da mis meuRles ariadnes 
(tab V-2). gamosaxulebebs axlavs berZnuli warwerebi: „ariadne“, „dio
nise“. isini vazis xeivnis qveS moTavsebul taxtze sxedan. maT garSemo, 
xeivnis qveS gamosaxulia siringaze damkvreli pani, samfexa magida ki-
likebiT (tab V-1), oinoxoia da sxv. mozaikaze aseve gamosaxuli arian 
frTosani Wabuki da qalebi.2 sakravian qalTa gamosaxulebebs Soris 
moTavsebulia didi berZnuli warwera „moxsenebuli iqnas priskosi amis 

1	 boxoCaZe, arqeologiuri gaTxrebi; mirianaSvili, axali arqeologiuri monacemebi, 
gv. 153-160; Бохочадзе, Исследование, gv.41-55; Бохочадзе, Мирианашвили, Нариманишвили, Ар-
хеологическая экспедиция в 1977 году, gv. 187-209; Бохочадзе, Мирианашвили, Нариманишвили, 
Археологическая экспедиция в 1978 году, gv. 143-159; Бохочадзе, Мирианашвили, Нариманишвили, 
Надибаидзе, Настакисская археологическая экспедиция в 1979 году, gv. 93-106.
2	 boxoCaZe, arqeologiuri gaTxrebi; boxoCaZe,  naqalaqari Zalisa, gv. 17-25;  boxoCa-
Ze, Zalisis naqalaqaris, gv. 25-30; Бохочадзе, Настакиси, Саркине, Дзалиси, gv. 93-102.
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gamkeTebeli“.1 mozaikis nawili Sevsebulia geometriuli da mcenareu-
li ornamentiT.

mcire sasaxlis kompleqsSi Semavali abano romauli tipisaa (tab. 
IV). Sedgeba 3 ganyofilebisagan, romlebic erTmaneTs kariT ukavSir-
deba. abanos cxeli da Tbili ganyofilebis iataki kaloriferzea ga-
marTuli, kaloriferis svetis Tavze keramikuli filebia, romlebzec 
hidravlikuri xsnaria dasxmuli da feradi mozaikiT Semkuli iatakia 
gamarTuli. iatakze orstriqoniani berZnuli warweris („laidas“ da 
„priskosi“) naSTebia SemorCenili.2 civ ganyofilebaSi moTavsebulia 
abazana. iataki aqac mozaikuria (tab. IV-1), romelzec gamosaxulia mce-
nareuli da zRvasTan dakavSirebuli (delfini, zRvis niJara, Tevzebi, 
bade) motivebi. civi abano kariT ukavSirdeba viwro derefans da gasax-
dels, romlis mozaikuri iataki Semkulia geometriuli ornamentebiT. 
gasaxdeli kariT ukavSirdeba mozaikuriatakian darbazs. amdenad, mo-
zaikis farTobi 90 kv.m-ia.

mcire sasaxle agebuli Cans ax.w. II s-Si, romelic IV saukuneSi ga-
nadgurda. 

didi abano. kompleqsis (tab I-2) aRmosavleTi nawili ukavia atri-
ums, gasaxdels da sameurneo senakebs. atriumi (Ria ezo) gegmiT oTx-
kuTxaa. iataki mofenilia tufisa da qviSaqvis Tlili qvebiT. atriumis 
centrSi Sadrevnis auzia, romlis kuTxeebSi aRmarTuli yofila oTx-
kuTxa kolonebi. atriumze miSenebulia gasaxdeli, romelsac akravs 
mosacdeli, cecxlfareSis da sxv. daniSnulebis senakebi. atriumis 
dasavleTiT romauli tipis abanoa gamarTuli (tab. II-2), civi, Tbi-
li da cxeli ganyofilebebiT. abanos cxel ganyofilebas CrdiloeTiT 
miSenebuli aqvs cecxlfareSis senaki. senaks garedan midgmuli aqvs 
sakvamle mili (dm. 2,7 m.), romlis CrdiloeTiT wylis auzia (tab. III) 
gamarTuli, romelic duRabiT nagebi ormagi wyalsadeniT maragdeboda 
(tab. II-1). amave wyalsadens miuyveba Tixis milebiT Sedgenili wyalmo-
maragebis ramdenime xazi.

abanos kompleqsSi Semavali atriumi TariRdeba ax.w. I-II ss-iT. 
abanos kompleqsi II-V ss-Si araerTxelaa gadakeTebuli. sasaxlisa da 
abanos kompleqsis qveS gamovlinda Zv.w. I s-is dasaxlebis naSTebi.

d i d i  s a s a x l e  (tab. I-2) Sedgeba sxvadasxva sididis, formi-
sa da daniSnulebis 30-mde oTaxisgan. sasaxlis centrSi gamarTulia 

1	 yauxCiSvili, saqarTvelos berZnuli warwerebis korpusi, gv. 215.
2	 yauxCiSvili, saqarTvelos berZnuli warwerebis korpusi, gv. 215.
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qviSaqvisa da tufis qvaTlilebiT nagebi atriumi, romlis centrSi 
Sadrevnis oTxkuTxa auzia (28,5 kv.m.) mowyobili. 

s a c u r a o  a u z i  gegmaSi wesieri sworkuTxedia (farTobi 395,6 
kv.m.). oTxive mxares Sua nawilSi aqvs afsidebi (tab. III). kedlebi mopir-
keTebulia Tlili, erTmaneTze mijriT miwyobili qviSaqvis filebiT. 
CrdiloeT kedelSi gamarTul afsidaSi, romliTac is abanos kompleqss 
ukavSirdeba, 9 safexuriani kibea gamarTuli. kuTxeebSi mowyobilia 
dasasvenebeli merxebi. auzi wyliT ivseboda abanos kompleqsSi dasav-
leTis mxares Semoyvanili ori ormagi wyalsadenis saSualebiT. 

a f s i d i a n i  n a g e b o b a  (saerTo farTobi 703,7 kv.m.) auzTan 
da sasaxlesTan SedarebiT mogviano xanisaa da V s-iT unda daTariRdes. 
afsidian nagebobaSi yofila 7 darbazi. 

didi sasaxle, afsidiani nagebobisa da sacurao auzis kompleqsi 
TariRdeba ax.w. I-V ss-iT.

Zalisas naqalaqris goris ubanSi (II ubani)  gamovlenili Tavdac
viTi sistemis (akropolisi) Sida teritoriaze dafiqsirebulia sac
xovrebeli da sameurneo nagebobebi, didi arqiteqturuli kompleqsi 
(sasaxle?), warCinebul pirTa dasakrZalavi akldamebi da sxvadasxva 
tipis samarxebi. Zalisis borcvis centri dRes Tanamedrove sasaflaos 
ukavia, danarCen farTobze sacxovrebeli saxlebi da sasoflo-sameur-
neo nagebobebia gaSenebuli, rac arTulebs am ubnis arqeologiur Ses-
wavlas. amitom, aq, 1971-1972 wlebSi, mxolod sadazvervo samuSaoebia 
Catarebuli. maSin TavdacviTi sistemis mxolod mcire nawili iqna Ses-
wavlili. borcvis kideebze gavlebul ramdenime sadazvervo Txril-
Si dafiqsirda alizis aguriT nagebi kedlis naSTebi, romelTa sigane 
2.0-2,5 metrs udris, SemorCenili simaRle ki 0,4-0,6 metria. alizis 
kedlebs riyis qvis safuZveli aqvs. sameurneo nagebobebi ZiriTadad 
marnebiTaa warmodgenili. dReisaTvis gaTxrilia sami marnis naSTi. 
akldamebi (tab. VI) borcvis centralur nawilSia koncentrirebuli. 
isini qviSaqvis kvadrebiTaa nagebi. akldamis interieri da dromosi 
kargad gaTlili qvebiTaa amoyvanili, TaRisebur gadaxurvaSi anti-
kuri xanis arqiteqturuli detalebis meoradi gamoyenebis SemTxvevac 
gvaqvs. akldamebi V-VI saukuneebiT TariRdeba. sxva tipis samarxebis 
Sesaxeb informacia mxolod SemTxveviTi aRmoCenebiT mogvepoveba.

2017 wels naqalaqaris II arqeologiur ubanze ganaxlda samuSaoe-
bi da daiwyo didi arqiteqturuli kompleqsis gaTxra (tab. VII). dRei-
saTvis gaTxrilia 650 kv.m., gamovlenilia oTxi didi darbazi (srulad 
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gaTxrilia #1 da #2), ori derefani da sameurneo saTavsebi. komple-
qsis kedlebi nagebia alizis aguriT (sigane 0,48 – 0,52 m-s, sisqe ki 
0,14 – 0,16 m-s S o r i s  m e r y e o b s ). gare kedlebis sisqe 1,5 m-ia, 
Sida sivrceSi dafiqsirebuli tixrebisa ki 1,2 m., alizis kedlebi dayrd-
nobilia riyis qviT gawyobil safuZvelze, romlebic yvela kedlis qveS 
fiqsirdeba.

kompleqsi kramitiT yofila gadaxuruli. gaTxrebis mTeli far-
Tobi dafaruli iyo 0.2-0.3 m. sisqis kramityriliT, romelSic didi 
raodenobiT iyo Sereuli alizis baTqaSebi, xis morebis da dawnuli to-
tebis anabeWdebi. morebis anabeWdebis diametri 40-50 sm-s udrida, tote-
bisa ki 5-10 sm-s. xis damwvari Zelebi kompleqsis Tixatkepnil iatakebzec 
dafiqsirda. es faqtebi miuTiTebs imaze, rom kramitis saxuravi xis more-
biT Sekrul karkasze iyo dayrdnobili. karkasSi xis totebis wnulic iyo 
gamoyenebuli. mTeli es konstruqcia ki alizis masiT iyo Selesili.

amdenad, dafiqsirda, rom kompleqss Tixatkepnili iataki, alizis 
aguriT nagebi kedlebi da xis ZelebiT Sedgenili Weri hqonda. mTeli 
am konstruqciis Tavze gamarTuli iyo saxuravi, romelic orferda 
unda yofiliyo. saxuravs agvirgvinebda wiTlad SeRebili kramitebis 
saburveli. 2017-2019 wlebSi srulad gaiTxara didi arqiteqturuli 
kompleqsis ori saTavso da ori derefani, gamovlinda kidev xuTi sa-
Tavsos konturebi (tab. VII):

#  1  s a T a v s o  (sigrZe 7.0 m-ia, sigane 5,0 m.). saTavso imiTaa gamor-
Ceuli, rom mis Tixatkepnil iatakze aRmoCnda Tixis ori bula, romlebzec 
sasanuri iranis Sahebis gamosaxulebebi da arameuli warwerebi ikiTxeba 

(tab. IX-1,5). iatakis centrSi Cadgmuli iyo Tixis qoTani, romelSic minis 
oTxi WurWeli aRmoCnda.

# 2  s a T a v s o s  (sigrZe 7,0 m. sigane 6,3 m.) kedlebis SemorCeni-
li simaRle 1,0 – 1,5 metria. misi interieri martivia. is warmoadgens 
oTxkuTxa formis saTavsos, romelsac Tixatkepnili iataki aqvs (tab. 
VII-2, VIII). alizis kedlebi Selesili yofila alizisave xsnariT. Cans, 
rom iataki da kedlebis Selesiloba samjer Tu oTxjer yofila ganax-
lebuli. saTavsos tixari yofs. saTavsos im nawilSi, romelic tixris 
dasavleTiTaa, artefaqtebi ar dafiqsirebula. tixris aRmosavleTiT-
ki xeluxleblad iyo darCenili interieri da iq arsebuli artefaqtebi 
(tab. VIII). kuTxeebSi aRmoCnda oTxi qvevri. samxreTi kedlis gaswvriv, 
samxreT-aRmosavleT kuTxeSi gamarTuli yofila samiarusiani Taro. 
Taros qveS, iatakze oTxi Tixis WurWeli mdgara. pirvel Taroze rki-
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nis nivTebi, maT Soris saxnisi da uzangebi, qvis salesavebi da obsidia-
nis anamtvrevebi ewyo, meore Taroze mcire zomis xeladebi da qoTnebi 
mdgara (tab. X), sul zeviT ki xelsafqvavis qvebi hqoniaT Senaxuli. 
Taro yofila gamarTuli Crdilo-aRmosavleT kuTxeSic, Taroze sxva-
dasxva zomis WurWlebi ewyo. aRsaniSnavia, rom WurWlebis am masaSi aR-
moCnda Tixis sami bula (tab. IX-3, 4, 6). aqve dafiqsirda Tixis gundebi 
(tab. IX-404, 405), romlebiTac qoTnebi da dergebi yofila daluquli.
samxreTi kedlis gaswvriv didi raodenobiT napovnia mTis brolis da 
ameTvistos (tab. XI-308, 310-312) sxvadasxva zomis nimuSebi. aRsaniSna-
via, rom aqve dafiqsirda mTis brolisagan damzadebuli mravalwaxnaga 
sabeWdavebis (tab. XI-391, 393, 394) da ovaluri formis damuSavebuli 
calebi (tab. XI-395, 400, 401). aqve aRmoCnda mwvane minis aseTive formis 
nivTebi. aqve dafiqsirda Tixis bulebi (tab. XI-404, 405), qvis (tab. XI-
403) mcire zomis sakurTxeveli (?), saqsovi dazgis sawafi (tab. XI-408) 
da rkinis nivTebis fragmentebi.

#2 senakis am monakveTis gaTxram gviCvena, rom didi arqiteq
turuli kompleqsis (sasaxle) is monakveTi, romelic 2017-2019 wlebSi 
iTxreboda am kompleqsis sameurneo nawils warmoadgens. kerZod es 
aris sacavebi, sadac mniSvnelovani dokumentebi da maragi inaxeboda. 
#2 senakSi dafiqsirebulma faqtebma da, gansakuTrebiT, micvalebu-
lis aRmoCenam, gvavaraudebina, rom didi arqiteqturuli kompleqsis 
es monakveTi gansakuTrebuli yuradRebis sagani yofila. Cans, rom aq 
daculi simdidris xanZris dros gadarCena upirveles amocanas war-
moadgenda. 

yuradRebas iqcevs is faqti, rom #1 senakSi artefaqtebi praq
tikulad ar aRmoCenila. is pirwmindad iyo dacarielebuli. maSinve 
gaCnda azri, rom is gamiznulad iyo daclili. gaTxrebma aCvena, rom 
artefaqtebisagan aseve Tavisufalia orive derefani da #2 senakis 
dasavleTi nawili. aRsaniSnavia, rom #1 senakSic da #2 saTavsos da-
savleT nawilSi Tixis bulebi aRmoCnda. gansakuTrebiT aRsaniSnavia 
#1 senakSi napovni ori bula (tab IX-1,5). vfiqrobT, kompleqsis yvela 
es monakveTi xanZris dros daicala. Tumca, yvela senakis dacla maT 
ver moaxerxes da evakuaciis erT-erTi monawile gadarCeniT samuSaoebs 
Seewira kidec. micvalebuli #2 senakis samxreT-aRmosavleT kuTxeSi 
dafiqsirda. is pirqve egdo iatakze. mas zurgze mownuli kalaTa hki-
debia. Zvlebs Zlieri cecxlis kvali amCnevia. vfiqrobT, man, gaqcevis 
momentSi, kvamlis zemoqmedebiT goneba dakarga da senakis iatakze dae-
ca.
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daskvna. 2017-2019 wlis gaTxrebma ara mxolod Zalisas, aramed 
qarTlis/iberiis istoriis ucnobi mxareebi warmoaCina. am gaTxrebamde 
qalaq Zalisas istoria mxolod romaul samyarosTan iyo dakavSire-
buli. I ubanze gaTxrili yvela arqiteqturuli kompleqsi romauli 
stilisaa. am faqtma, sruliad samarTlianad, qalaqis warmoSoba romis  
imperiis mier qarTlSi/iberiaSi ganxorcielebul politikas daukav-
Sira. 

klavdios ptolemaiosis cnoba da Zalisas arqeologiuri gaTxre-
bis monacemebi gviCvenebs, rom qalaqi II saukuneSi ukve qarTlis erT-
erT mniSvnelovan centrs warmoadgenda da is romauli kulturis Zli-
er gavlenas ganicdida.

qarTlis/iberiis istoriaSi mniSvnelovani cvlileba III saukune-
Si xdeba. es cvlileba sasanuri iranis mier romis imperiis winaaRm-
deg mimarTul samxedro-politikur aqtivobasTan aris dakavSirebuli. 
dapirispirebis erT-erT mniSvnelovan areals samxreT kavkasia war-
moadgenda. iranis aqtiuri politikis sferoSi qarTlis/iberiis same-
foc moeqca, romelic ax.w. I-II saukuneebSi romis imperiis mokavSire 
iyo. samxreT kavkasiaSi pirveli laSqroba iranis Sahma ardaSir I-ma 
(230-240 ww.) moawyo. am mimarTulebiT did warmatebas miaRwia Sabur 
I-ma (240-270 ww.). vfiqrobT, rom iranis mier samxreT kavkasiis qveynebis 
daxarkva Sabur I-is mefobis dasawyisSi unda moxdariyo. 242 wels romis 
imperatori gordiane III iranis winaaRmdeg daiZra. man garkveul war-
matebas miaRwia, Tumca 244 wels gardaicvala. iranelebma daiwyes didi 
Seteva samxreT kavkasiaze da iberia, albania da armenia daikaves. ar-
meniis didi mefe gaxda Sabur I-is Svili hormizd-ardaSiri, SemdgomSi 
iranis Sahi hormizd I (270-271 ww.). romis hegemonia aRmosavleTSi das-
rulda 260 wels, rodesac Sabur I-ma imperatori valeriane daatyve-
va. Sabur I-is Tanamedrovea iberiis mefe amazaspi (230-265 ww.), rome
lic `zoroastris qaabas~ warweraSi iranel didebulebTan erTad aris 
dasaxelebuli.

III-IV saukuneebSi romsa da irans Soris arsebuli dapirispire-
ba gardamavali upiratesobiT mimdinareobda. 297 wels iranis Sahma 
narsem (somxeTis Sahi 274-293 ww., iranis Sahi 293-302 ww.) mmarTvelo-
bis dasawyisSi romis winaaRmdeg garkveul warmatebas miaRwia, Tum-
ca armeniaSi damarcxda da 299 wels iZulebuli iyo romis imperator 
diokletianesTan nisibinis zavi daedo. am zavis pirobebis mixedviT, 
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armenia da iberia romis gavlenis sferoSi moeqcnen.1 zavis moqmedebis 
vada 337 wels amoiwura da iranis Sahi Sapur II armeniaSi SeiWra, riTac 
ganaxlda omi iransa da roms Soris. 363 wels romsa da irans Soris 
daido meore zavi, romlis mixedviT sazRvari md. evfratze iqna gav-
lebuli. armenia iranis gavlenis qveS moqca, iberia ki romis. romma 
iberiis taxtze saurmag II daamtkica (363-378 ww.). 364 wels, romis im-
peratori gardaicvala, Sabur II kvlav gaaqtiurda da iberiis mmarTve-
lad asfaguri (varaz-bakuri) daadgina. 379 wels gardaicvala Sapur II 
da iranSi garkveuli areulobebi daiwyo. amiT isargebla imperatorma 
Teodosim da qarTli isev romis gavlenas dauqvemdebara. Tumca, 387 
wels Sah Sapur III-is dros (383-388 ww.) romsa da irans Soris daido 
axali sazavo xelSekruleba (nisibinis meore zavi), romlis mixedviT 
iberia da armeniis didi nawili iranis gavlenis qveS moeqcnen.2 iberia/
qarTli, albania da armenia bahram IV-is (388-399 ww.) drosac sasanianTa 
gavlenis sferoSi rCeboda.

aseTia samxedro-politikuri mdgomareoba iberiasa da armeniaSi 
III-IV ss manZilze. iransa da roms Soris mimdinare xangrZlivma omeb-
ma mniSvnelovani gavlena iqonia iberiis (qarTlis samefo) qalaqebis 
mdgomareobaze da maT Semdgom ganviTarebaze.

iberiis sasanur iranTan mWidro kavSiris maniSnebelia Zalisis 
II ubnis didi arqiteqturuli kompleqsis gaTxrisas dadasturebuli 
Tixis bulebi. maTi erTi nawili miuTiTebs, rom am bulebiT daluquli 
mniSvnelovani gzavnilebi sasanuri iranis saxelmwifo kancelariidan 
iyo wamosuli. Sahis kancelarias unda ukavSirdebodes ufliscixeSi 
aRmoCenili bulac (tab. IX-8).3

Zalisas teritoriaze eqvsi bula aRmoCnda. sami maTgani mcire 
zomis Tixis gundas warmoadgens, romlebzec sasanuri gliptikisaTvis 
damaxasiaTebeli gamosaxulebebi SeiniSneba (tab. IX-3,4,6,7). vfiqrobT, 
am bulebiT  Tixis WurWlebi iyo daluquli da daluqva aqve, Zalis-
Si ganxorcielda. sami bula didi zomisaa da isini Sahis kancelarias 
ekuTvnian. erT-erT bulaze iranis Sahia gamosaxuli (tab. IX-1). gamosa-
xulebis garSemo arameuli warweraa, romelic prof. Turaj dariaes 
(Touraj Daryaee) mixedviT ase ikiTxeba: `is vinc aris RmerTebis modg-
midan, mazdeani mbrZaneblis, iranelTa mefeTa mefe Sapuris Svili~. 
mkvlevari fiqrobs, rom bulaze iranis Sahi Sapur III-a gamosaxuli.

1	 saqarTvelos istoriis narkvevebi, gv. 59. 
2	 saqarTvelos istoriis narkvervebi, gv. 28-29.
3	 xaxutaiSvili, ufliscixe, gv. 83, tab. 50-8.
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dRes arsebuli monacemebis mixedviT SeiZleba iTqvas, rom Zali
sis naqalaqaris II ubanze gaTxrili didi arqiteqturuli kompleqsi 
III-IV saukuneebs miekuTvneba. gaTxrebis Sedegad aRmoCenili bulebi 
miuTiTebs, rom kompleqsi IV saukunis miwuruls aris dangreuli da is 
Zlieri xanZris Sedegad aris ganadgurebuli. aRniSnuli katastrofis 
Semdeg am teritoriaze cxovreba ar ganaxlebula. V saukuneSi kompleq
sis mimdebare teritorias samarovani ikavebs, sadac did akldamebsac 
ageben, romelTa kedlebSi antikuri xanis nagebobaTa arqiteqturuli 
detalebia CaSenebuli.

vfiqrobT, rom qalaqi Zalisa Sapur III-is erT-erT dasayrden 
punqts warmoadgenda iberiaSi da amiT aris gamowveuli aq aRmoCenili 
sasanuri administraciis gzavnilebis simravle. iranis eqspansiam ga-
napiroba is, rom romauli qalaqidan Zalisa sasanuri iranis erT-erT 
administraciul punqtad iqca. am periodidan iwyeba saqalaqo cxovre-
bis dacema. arabTa Semosevebma ki am teritoriaze cxovreba sabolood 
daasrula.
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Goderdzi Narimanishvili

Dzalisa Settlement 
(Materials for the Study of Georgian-Iranian Relations 

in the 3rd-4th Centuries AD)

Summary

Cultural and economic relations between Georgia and Iran, according to the archaeo-
logical materials, started in the 4th mill. BC. 

One of the most interesting periods in Georgian-Iranian relations was the Sassa
nid epoch. In the sites of this period excavated in Georgia, many Sasanian artifacts 
were discovered. Among them are several  bullae. Some of them depict portraits of 
Iranian shahs, and some are related to the Sasanian royal administration. These bullae, 
which belong to Shahs or representatives of the royal family, were discovered in the 
historical Georgian region of Kartli at two sites, namely Dzalisa and Uplistsikhe.

Dzalisa Settlement is located in the municipality of Mtskheta in the village of 
Dzalisi. The settlement, which dates back to the Antique  period and Early Middle 
Ages, was built on both banks of Narekvavi River, 20 kilometers northwest of the city 
of Mtskheta. 

The settlement is identified with the town of Dzalisa (Dzalissa) of the Antique 
period, which is mentioned by the Greek geographer of the 2nd  century AD, Claudius 
Ptolemy (Κλαύδιος Πτολεμαίος 87-165 AD) in his Geography, along with other towns 
of Iberia. 

The excavations of 2017-2019 brought to light unknown sides of the history of 
not only Dzalisa, but also the history of Kartli/Iberia. Excavations have shown an im-
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portant Iranian trace there.  Special attention must be paid to the discovery of the bullae 
of the royal administration of Iran, in one of the architectural complexes in Dzalisa. 
Prior to these excavations, the history of the town of Dzalisa was only related to the 
Roman world. All architectural complexes excavated in Area I are of Roman style. This 
fact quite rightly connected the origin of the city with the policy pursued by the Roman 
Empire in Kartli/Iberia.

The information of Claudius Ptolemy and the data of archaeological excavations 
show that the city was already one of the important centers of Kartli in the 2nd century 
and was strongly influenced by Roman culture.

An important change in the history of Kartli/Iberia took  place in the 3rd century. 
This change is connected with the military-political activity of Sasanian Iran against 
the Roman Empire. One of the important areas of the conflict was the South Caucasus. 
The kingdom of Kartli/Iberia, which was an ally of the Roman Empire in the 1st-2nd cen-
turies AD, also entered the sphere of Iran’s active policy. The first military campaign in 
the South Caucasus was organized by the Iranian Shah Ardashir I (230-240). Shapur I 
achieved great success in this direction. As it seems, exactly at the beginning of Shapur 
I’s reign, the states of the South Caucasus were taxed. In 242, the Roman Emperor 
Gordian III started a military campaign against Iran. He achieved some success but 
died in 244. Subsequently, the Iranians launched a massive attack on South Caucasus 
and conquered Iberia, Albania, and Armenia. Hormizd-Ardashir, the son of Shapur I, 
later Shah Hormizd I of Iran (270-271 AD) became the great king of Armenia. Roman 
hegemony in the East ended in 260 when Shapur I captured the emperor Valerian. A 
contemporary of Shapur I was the Iberian king Amazasp (230-265), who is mentioned 
together with Iranian nobles in the inscription of the Ka'ba-ye Zartosht.

The confrontation between Iran and Rome, which took place in the second half 
of the 3rd century, ended in 299 with the Peace of Nisibis. According to this treaty, 
Rome retrieved its hegemony in the Caucasus. The treaty was infringed by Shapur II 
in the 330s. In 337, Shapur II entered Armenia and renewed the war between Iran and 
Rome. In 363, another treaty was signed. According to it, the border was established 
along the Euphrates River. Armenia fell under Iranian influence and Iberia under Ro-
man. Rome appointed Saurmag II (363-378) as king of Iberia. In 364, the emperor of 
Rome died, and Shapur II made a new move, assigning Aspagur (Varaz-Bakur) as the 
ruler of Iberia. For the town of Dzalisa and the Kingdom of Kartli/Iberia, the treaty of 
387 between Shapur III and Rome was significant. According to it, most of Armenia 
and Iberia came under Iranian influence. 
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We believe that the town of Dzalisa used to be an important post of Shapur III 
in Iberia. That is how one could explain the discovery in Dzalisa of a big number of 
packages from the Sassanian administration.

On the territory of Dzalisa, six bullae were discovered. Three of them are small 
clay balls with images characteristic to the Sassanian glyptic. The other three are big 
and belong to the royal administration. On one of the bullae there is a portrait of a Shah. 
According to Prof. Touraj Daryaee this is a portrait of Shah Shapur III. 

Taking into account the existing information, we can say that a large complex 
excavated in the 2nd district of Dzalisa belongs to the 3rd-4th cc. AD. The bullae, dis-
covered during excavations, indicate that the complex was destroyed at the end of the 
4th century. It was destroyed by strong fire, and it was never brought back to life after 
this catastrophe. In the area surrounding the complex,  burial vaults were built in the 5th 
century, but in such a way that the remnants of the complex were not damaged. 
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tabulebis aRweriloba:

I.1.	 Zalisa, I arqeologiuri ubani. aerofoto;  2. I arqeologiuri 
ubani. gegma.

II.1. I	 ubani. didi abanos da sacurao auzis wyalmomaragebis sistema; 2. 
didi abano. saerTo xedi.

III.1.	 sacurao auzi. gegma; 2. sacurao auzi. saerTo xedi.
IV.1.	 mcire abano. mozaikuri abano (Canaxati giorgi  leJavasi); 2. mci-

re abano. saerTo xedi.
V.1.	 mcire sasaxle. mozaikuri iataki. detali; 2. mcire sasaxle. mo-

zaikuri iataki. detali.
VI.1. II	arqeologiuri ubani. akldama. detali; 2. akldama. Canaxati.
VII.1. II	arqeologiuri ubani. didi arqiteqturuli kompleqsi. gegma; 2. 

didi arqiteqturuli kompleqsi. aerofoto.
VIII.	 didi arqiteqturuli kompleqsi. #2 saTavsos xedebi.
IX.	 didi arqiteqturuli kompleqsis gaTxris dros aRmoCenili bu-

lebi.
X.	 didi arqiteqturuli kompleqsis gaTxris dros aRmoCenili ke-

ramika.
XI.	 didi arqiteqturuli kompleqsis gaTxris dros aRmoCenili ar-

tefaqtebi: 391, 393, 394, 396 – minis mravalwaxnaga firfitebi; 
395, 400, 401 – mTis brolisgan damzadebuli firfitebi; 308, 
310-312 – ameTvistos nukleusebi; 403 – qvis sakurTxeveli(?); 
408 – sawafi, Tixis; 404-405 – Tixis bulebi.

Description of Tables:

I.1.	 Dzalisa, I archaeological site. Aerial photo; 2. I archaeological site. Plan.
II.1. I	 Site. Water supply system for a large bath and swimming pool; 2. Large bath. 

General view
III.1.	 Swimming pool. Plan; 2. Swimming pool. General view. 
IV.1.	 Small bath. Mosaic bath (sketch by Giorgi Lezhava); 2. Small bath. General 

view.
V.1.	 A small palace. Mosaic floor. Detail; 2. A small palace. Mosaic floor. Detail.
VI.1.	 II archaeological site. Crypt. Detail 2. Crypt. Sketch.
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VII.1.	 II archaeological site. A large architectural complex. Plan; 2. A large architectu-
ral complex. Aerial photo.

VIII.	 A large architectural complex. #2 storage room. View.
IX.	 Bullae discovered during the excavation of a large architectural complex.
X.	 Ceramics discovered during the excavation of a large architectural complex.
XI.	 Artifacts found during the excavation of a large architectural complex: 391, 

393, 394, 396 – multi-faceted glass plates; 395, 400, 401 – plates made of 
mountain crystal; 308, 310-312 – amethyst nuclei; 403 – stone altar (?); 408 – 
clay sinker; 404-405 – clay bullae.


