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daviT  mindoraSvili

erTi epizodi xixanis cixis istoriidan 

xixanis cixe, romelic Sua saukuneebSi abuserisZeTa Zlieri sagvareu
los sakuTreba iyo, maRalmTiani aWaris erT-erTi mniSvnelovani Zeg-
lia.   werilobiTi wyaroebis mixedviT, XI s-is Sua xanebisaTvis abuseris
Zeni flobdnen: artanujs, cixis-jvars, awyurisa da xixanis cixeebs.1 am 
punqtebis mflobeli abuserisZeni ekonomikurad didad SeZlebuli da 
politikuradac sakmaod gavleniani sagvareulo iyo. maTi erT-erTi 
TvalsaCino warmomadgeneli gaxldaT XIII s-is cnobili mwignobari da 
mecnieri tbeli abuserisZe.

xixanis cixe mdebareobs arsianis qedis erT-erT ganStoeba-
ze, xixaniswylis marcxena mxares, aWara-SavSeTis sazRvarze mTebiT 
garSemortymul maRal kldeze (geografiuli koordinatebi: X 0296895, 
Y 4601756) (tab. I

1-2
, II). cixem mkvlevarTa yuradReba jer kidev XIX s-Si 

miipyro (g. yazbegi, p. uvarova, T. saxokia, z. WiWinaZe). SemdgomSi ci
xis SeswavlaSi didi wvlili Seitanes x. axvledianma da S. mamulaZem. 
2013-2017 wlebSi, aWaris kulturuli memkvidreobis dacvis saagentos 
TaosnobiT, xixanze ganxorcielda arqeologiuri gaTxrebi, romlebic 
Seexo cixis eklesias, sasaxles, marnebs, koSks da sxv. (tab. II). gaTxrebis 
Semdeg naTeli warmodgena Segveqmna cixis nagebobaTa arqiteqturaze, 
samSeneblo xelovnebaze; dazustda SenobaTa gegmebi, zomebi; Sesworda 
cixis gengegma; damuSavda gaTxrebisas mopovebuli mravalferovani ar-
tefaqtebi da sxv. gaTxrebis Sedegad aRmoCenilma masalam rig SemTx-
vevaSi sruliad axleburad dasva da gadawyvita cixis istoriis manam-
de burusiT moculi sakiTxebi. gairkva, rom xixanis kldovan mTaze 
cixis pirveli nagebobebi ukve X s-Si Cndeba. XIII s-is Semdgom cixeze 
intensiuri cxovrebis kvali TandaTan qreba. xixanis ganviTarebuli 
Sua saukuneebis nagebobebis Sesaxeb araerTi naSromia gamoqveynebuli.2 
amitom maTze sityvas aRar gavagrZeleb. 

ganviTarebuli Sua saukuneebis nagebobebis garda, cixeze gaiTxara 
mogviano xanis Senobebi, romlebic ar gamoirCevian Tavisi masStabebiTa 

1	 matiane qarTlisa, gv. 300
9
. 

2	 mindoraSvili, xixanis cixeze 2013 wels Catarebuli, gv. 132-183; misive, xixanis 
cixeze 2014-15 wlebSi Catarebuli, gv. 323-379; misive, xixanis cixis istoriidan, gv. 
122-140; misive, xixanis cixe.
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Tu arqiteqturuli iersaxiT. Tumca, isini dakavSirebuli Canan cixis 
istoriis mniSvnelovan epizodTan da am mxriv sainteresod gamoiyu
rebian (tab. II, III

2-7
, IV). aRniSnuli nagebobebi pirobiTad or jgufad 

SeiZleba daiyos: I. Senobebi gamaTbobeli saSualebebis gareSe da II. 
buxriani Senobebi. 

I jgufis Senobebi xuTia. maTgan oTxi, kvadratuli gegmis miwuria, 
da mSrali wyobiTaa nagebi. zomiT patarebia (farTobi – 2,35x2,40, 
4,80x4,50, 4x3,70 m.) (tab. III

3-7
). mexuTe Senoba cixis centralur nawilSi 

gaiTxara. igi galavanze miSenebuli ovalurkedliani miwuria (5x3,40 
m.) (tab. III

3
). yvela nageboba cixis galavniT Semofarglul terito-

riazea ganlagebuli. maTSi arqeologiuri masala iSviaTad Cndeboda. 
Tumca, zogierTSi gamovlinda keramikis ramdenime fragmenti – keci, 
samarile, doqi da sxv. (tab. III

8
). arqeologiuri masalis simravliT ga-

moirCeva ovalurkedliani Senoba, romelSic aRmoCnda zarbaznis 166 
Wurvi (tab. III

9
). nagebobaTa daniSnulebis Sesaxeb SeiZleba iTqvas, rom 

buxriani Senobebisgan gansxvavebiT, isini sacxovreblad gamousadega
ria da maT mxolod damxmare saTavsebis (sawyob-sacavebis) funqcia 
SeiZleba hqonodaT. 

gviandeli Senobebis II jgufs Seadgens buxriani miwuri nagebobe-
bi. cixis teritoriaze rva aseTi Senobaa gamovlenili. erTi maTgani 
(5,60x4,70 m.) gamarTulia ganviTarebuli Sua saukuneebis sasaxleSi 
(tab. III

2
). meore nageboba (4,10x3,40 m.) sasaxleze garedan miuSenebiaT. 

orive Senobis mSralad nageb kedlebSi meoradi gamoyenebiT CarTuli 
iyo sasaxlis kirxsnaris kvaliani qvebi da eklesiis lorfinebi (tab. 
III

2
). erTi buxriani nageboba (4,10x3 m.) gaumarTavT ganviTarebuli Sua 

saukuneebis gauqmebul maranze (tab. IV
1
). danarCeni Senobebi uSua

lod zRudis kedlebis gaswvriv (tab. II, IV
2,3,4

) an mis gareTaa agebuli 
(tab. II, IV

5,6
). isinic mSrali wyobiTaa nagebi da maT kedlebSic aqa-iq 

sasaxlis qvebi Tu eklesiis lorfinebia CarTuli. SenobaTa farTobe-
bi mokrZalebulia – 3,20x3,45, 3,80x3,30, 3,60x3,50, 3,30x3,10, 4,20x4,30 m. 
nagebobebi savaraudod, yavriT unda yofiliyo daxuruli. buxrebis 
garda, kedlebSi TaxCebic CaurTavT. 

II jgufis Senobebis TariRisa da funqciis Sesaxeb Tavis droze 
vwerdi, rom nagebobaTa TariRi, savaraudod, XVII-XVIII ss-iT unda gani
sazRvros. isini ar warmoadgenen raime droebiT, sezonur sadgomebs, 
vinaidan yvela maTganSi buxaria gamovlenili. Tavisi mcire farTobis 
gamo, Senobebi ojaxis sacxovreblad ar gamodgeboda. amdenad, ufro 
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safiqrebeli iyo, rom es mcire zomis Senobebi osmalebs aegoT cixisa 
da misi mimdebare teritoriis gasakontroleblad. am miznisaTvis maT 
cixis oTxi Zveli koSkic unda gamoeyenebinaT.1 

xixanis istoriis Semdgomi kvlevis Sedegad gairkva, rom osmalebs 
cixesTan kavSiri arasdros hqoniaT XIX s-is dasawyisis erTi SemTxvevis 
garda, romelzec qvemoT visaubreb. ukve aRiniSna, rom xixanze inten-
siuri cxovrebis kvali XIII s-is Semdgom TandaTan qreba. konkretulad 
ra periodamde gagrZelda es procesi da sabolood rodis dakarga 
cixem Tavisi funqcia – Zneli saTqmelia. erTi cxadia – gviandeli 
Sua saukuneebis bolo etapisaTvis xixanis teritoria ukve mitovebu-
lia da iq aRaravin cxovrobda. 

xixanis gaTxrebisas gamovlenili zemoT aRwerili mcire zomis 
mSrali wyobiT nagebi Senobebi unda ukavSirdebodes XIX s-is dasawyisSi 
cixis teritoriaze ganviTarebul movlenebs. werilobiTi wyaroebidan 
cnobilia, rom 1803 wels abdula-beg ximSiaSvilis Svilma selim-begma 
isargebla axalcixis faSis Serifis rTuli politikuri situaciiT, is 
axalcixidan gandevna da faSoba TviTon Caigdo xelT. bolos man sul-
Tansac urCoba gamoucxada. amis gamo, sulTanma selim-begs faSoba Ca-
moarTva da sikvdili miusaja. 1809 wels axalcixis safaSoSi situacia 
garTulda. mZime ekonomikuri pirobebis gamo xalxSi mRelvareba daiw
yo. amas isic daemata, rom selims sakuTari Svilic aujanyda. Seqmnili 
viTarebiT isargebla Serif-faSam da axalcixeSi dabrunda. selim-begi 
iZulebuli gaxda axalcixe mietovebina da aWaraSi gadasuliyo. 1812 
wels selimma faSoba kvlav daibruna.2 Tumca, osmalTa imperiis winaaRm
deg urCobas mainc ganagrZobda da poziciebis gasamyareblad amier-
kavkasiis imdroindel rus mmarTvelebTan kavSiris gabmas cdilobda. 
1812 wels ruseT-osmaleTis omi buqarestis zaviT dasrulda. zavis 
pirobebiT, axalcixis kanonier mmarTvelad Serif-faSa cnes. bunebri
via, amis Semdeg selim ximSiaSvili meamboxed da TviTmarqvia mmarTve-
lad iqna gamocxadebuli.3 selim-begi kargad grZnobda, rom adre Tu 
gvian aucileblad mouwevda sulTanis gamogzavnil jarTan brZola. 
amitom, poziciebis ganmtkicebis mizniT, man xixans miaSura da Tavi-
si cxovrebis bolo ramdenime wlis manZilze cixe saimedod gaamagra. 
momavali saomari moqmedebebisaTvis mzadebis periodSi selimsa da mis 
TanamebrZolebs gamouyenebiaT cixis Zveli galavani da koSkebi. naTq-

1	 mindoraSvili, xixanis cixe, gv. 35. 
2	 samxreT-dasavleT saqarTvelos istoriis, gv. 283-284.
3	 iqve, gv. 287.
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vamis sailustraciod aRvniSnav, rom mag., xixanis me-4 koSkis gaTxrebi
sas, masSi aRmoCnda gviandeli periodis kecebi, jamebi, Cibuxi, astami 
da sxva masala, romelic selim-begis mebrZolTa danatovari unda iyos. 
maTve unda aegoT cixis teritoriaze da mis garSemo Seswavlili mcire 
zomis damxmare saTavsebi da buxriani Senobebi (tab. III

2-7
, IV). 

XIX s-is dasawyisisaTvis abuserisZeTa sasaxle ukve dangreuli 
iyo. meamboxeebs sasaxlis aRmosavleTi nawili gauwmendiaT da sasax-
lis Zveli qvebiTa da eklesiis lorfinebiT aqve augiaT naxevrad mi-
wuri buxriani Senoba, romelic yvelaze didia mogviano xanis sxva 
msgavs nagebobebs Soris (tab. I

1
, III

2
). Tavisi zomisa da adgilmdebareo-

bis mixedviT, savaraudoa, rom sasaxlis interierSi gamarTuli Senoba 
selim-begis samyofeli iyo. aseTive nageboba sasaxlisaTvis garedanac 
miuSenebiaT (selimis mcvelebisTvis?) (tab. I

1
, III

2
). danarCeni buxriani 

Senobebis umetesoba galavnis gaswvriv an galavnis gareT, ferdobeb
zea agebuli, ise rom meamboxeebs cixisaken misasvleli gza-bilikebi 
gaekontrolebinaT (tab. II).

1815 wlis gazafxulze sulTanma selim-begis winaaRmdeg 15 000 
kaciani jari gamogzavna arzrumis seraskiris baba-faSa fehlevanis 
meTaurobiT. 12 aTasiani laSqriT gamovida trapizonis seraskiri 
seid-suleiman faSa. selim-begma Tavi aarida mravalaTasian jarTan 
Sebmas da 400 mebrZoliT xixanis miuval cixeSi gamagrda.1 ori Tvis 
manZilze amaod ebrZodnen osmalebi selim-begs.2 am brZolis amsaxveli 
masalis nawili mikvleulia cixis galavanze miSenebul ovalurkedlian 
nagebobaSi (tab. III

3
). rogorc ukve aRvniSne, Senobis iatakze aRmoCnda 

erT adgilas Tavmoyrili mcirekalibriani zarbaznis 166 Wurvi (tab. 
III

9
).3 eWvs gareSea, Wurvebi ekuTvnodaT cixis mcvelebs, romelTac 

sabrZolo masala bolomde gamouyenebeli darCaT. ZaliT rom verafers 
gaxdnen, osmalebma selim-begi 31 maiss cixidan RalatiT gamoiyvanes. 3 
ivniss xixanis cixis siaxloves mdebare sof. bakos zemoT, adgil `seri-
yanis~ ferdze osmalebma selim ximSiaSvils Tavi mohkveTes. cnobilia 
misi ukanaskneli sityvebic: `me mWriT Tavs, magram getyviT – gur-
jistani osmalos samudamod ar SerCeba. amis xsovnas me Cems Svilebs 

1	 iqve, gv. 288.
2	 saxokia, mogzaurobani, gv. 283-284. 
3	 zarbaznis erTi Wurvi gamovlinda eklesiis dasavleTi kedlis Ziras. ori Wurvi 
mikvleul iqna cixis samxreT ferdobze mdebare marnis gaTxrisas. ovalurkedlian 
nagebobaSi aRmoCenili Wurvebi sami sxvadasxva kalibrisaa. amdenad, SeiZleba iTqvas, 
rom meamboxeebs SeiaraRebaSi Tu ufro meti ara, sul mcire sami zarbazani mainc unda 
hqonodaT.
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davutoveb~! selimis Tavi sulTanisaTvis miurTmeviaT. Tavi Semdgom 
stambolSi daumarxavT, tani ki selimis meuRles sof. nigazeulSi 
daukrZalavs.

selim-begis sikvdiliT dasjis Semdeg, xixanSi gamagrebulma 
meamboxeebma iaraRi dayares. Cans, cixis ovalurkedlian nagebobaSi ar-
sebul zarbaznis Wurvebs veRaravin mixeda da sabrZolo masala gani
marxa. cixis teritoriaze da mis siaxloves arsebuli patara nagebobe-
bi ki, romelTac selim-begi da misi TanamebrZolebi iyenebdnen, Tanda-
Tan miwiT daifara.

amrigad, xixanis cixeze arqeologiuri gaTxrebis Sedegad gamov
lenili mcire zomis buxriani nagebobebi Tu sawyob-sacavis funqciis 
mqone miwurebi cixeze unda gaCeniliyo 1812-1815 wlebSi, mas Semdeg, 
rac selim-beg ximSiaSvili Riad daupirispirda osmaleTis imperias da 
mravalricxovan mterTan brZolis mTavar simagred xixanis miudgomeli 
cixe airCia.

damowmebuli wyaroebi da literatura

matiane qarTlisa – matiane qarTlisa, q. cx., t. I, teqsti dadgenili 
yvela ZiriTadi xelnaweris mixedviT s. yauxCiSvilis mier, Tbilisi, 
1955.
mindoraSvili, xixanis cixeze 2013 wels Catarebuli – mindoraSvili 
d., xixanis cixeze 2013 wels Catarebuli arqeologiuri gaTxrebis an-
gariSi, kr. `aWara, warsuli da Tanamedroveoba~, t. II, baTumi, 2015, gv. 
132-183.
mindoraSvili, xixanis cixeze 2014-15 wlebSi Catarebuli – mindora-
Svili d., xixanis cixeze 2014-15 wlebSi Catarebuli arqeologiuri 
gaTxrebis Sedegebi, kr. `aWara, warsuli da Tanamedroveoba~, t. III, 
baTumi, 2017, gv. 323-379.
mindoraSvili, xixanis cixis istoriidan – mindoraSvili d., xixanis 
cixis istoriidan, Zxd, #8, 2017, gv. 122-140.
mindoraSvili, xixanis cixe – mindoraSvili d., xixanis cixe, baTumi, 
2019.
samxreT-dasavleT saqarTvelos istoriis – samxreT-dasavleT saqar-
Tvelos istoriis narkvevebi, t. II, baTumi, 2009. 
saxokia, mogzaurobani – saxokia T., mogzaurobani, Tbilisi, 1985.
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David Mindorashvili

One Episode from the History of Khikhani Fortress

Summary

Khikhani fortress is located on the border of Adjara and Shavsheti, on the left bank 
of the Khikhanis-Tskali River, on an impregnable rock (coordinates: X 0296895, Y 
4601756) (Tab. I1-2, II). In 2013-2017, archaeological excavations were carried out on 
the territory of the fortress. Besides the buildings of the 10th-13th centuries, small dug
outs of dry masonry of a later period were found here; a hearth was also found in some 
of them (Table II, III2-7, IV). At that time, I considered the mentioned buildings to 
have been built by the Ottoman conquerors in the 17th-18th centuries. Further research 
showed that the Ottomans had no contact with Khikhani fortress until 1815. These buil
dings must be related with the events that took place on the territory of the fortress in 
the early 19th century.

It is known that in 1803 the ruler of Zemo (Upper) Adjara, Selim-bek Khimshia-
shvili, captured Pashalik of Akhaltsikhe and finally, he disobeyed the Ottoman sultan. 
Selim knew well that he would definitely had to fight the Sultan’s army. Therefore, in 
1812-1815, in order to strengthen positions, he reliably fortified the Khikhani fortress. 
In addition to repairing the old ramparts and towers, Selim and his comrades built small 
buildings on the castle grounds and outside the ramparts. Some of them had the fun-
ction of a warehouse. Buildings with chimneys were supposed to become posts of the 
Khikhani guards and observation posts.

In 1815, Selim Khimshiashvili and his 400 fighters, who fortified themselves 
in the fortress of Khikhani, were besieged by the Sultan’s army. Part of the material 
depicting this battle – 166 cannon shells –  was traced in the oval-walled building of 
the castle (Plate III3,9). The shells belonged to the fortress guards, whose ammunition 
remained unused. Unable to do anything by force, the Ottomans, after two months of 
fighting, tricked Selim out of the fortress. On June 3 he was executed. 

Thus, the later buildings of Khikhani should have appeared on the fortress in 
1812-1815, after Selim-bek Khimshiashvili openly opposed the Ottoman Empire and 
chose the Khikhani fortress as the main stronghold in the fight against numerous ene-
mies.
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tabulebis aRwera

tab. I. 1.	xixanis cixis sasaxle gviandeli minaSenebiT. xedi Crdilo-
aRmosavleTidan. 2. cixis me-2 koSki. xedi dasavleTidan.

tab. II.	 xixanis cixe. gengegma. 
tab. III. 1.	sasaxlis Tavdapirveli gegma. 2. sasaxle gviandeli minaSene-

biT. 3-7. gviandeli nagebobebi. 8. nagebobebSi mikvleuli Tixis 
WurWeli. 9. zarbaznis Wurvebi. 

tab. IV.	cixis buxriani Senobebi.

Description of tables

Tab. I. 1.	The palace of Khikhani Fortress with later constructions. View from the nor-
theast. 2. The second tower of the fortress tower. View from the west.

Tab. II.	 Khikhani Castle. General plan.
Tab. III. 1.	The original plan of the palace. 2. Palace with later additions. 3-7. later bu-

ildings. 8. Clay pots found in buildings. 9. Bell shells.
Tab. IV.	 Chimney buildings of the castle.


