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arqeologia _ ARCHAEOLOGY 

qeTevan diRmelaSvili

samefo rangis samarxebi mcxeTidan samefo  
gansasvenebelTa problematikis WrilSi

„da mokuda farnavaz, da dafles winaSe armazisa kerpisa“.1 leonti 
mrovelis es fraza erTaderTia, romelic qarTlis samefos warmarT 
mefeTa Tu maTi ojaxis wevrTa gansasvenebels gvamcnobs. ar viciT sad 
da rogor ikrZalebodnen qarTlis mefeebi mirianamde da iyo Tu ara 
raime kanonzomiereba maTi darkZalvis adgilis SerCevisas. leontis 
cnoba ki farnavazis dakrZalvaze Tavisive aRmarTuli kerpis fexeb-
Tan, orientiradac ver gamodgeba, radgan, misi siswore arqeologi-
urad arc gadamowmebula, miT ufro, rom armazis kerpis aRmarTvis 
zusti adgilic araa cnobili. 

Tu zogad tendencias miviRebT mxedvelobaSi, romliTac same-
fo samarxebi samefo qalaqebSi imarTeboda, aseve uZvelesi droidan 
arqeologiurad dadgenil wess, rom samarxebi sacxovrebeli adgilis 
siaxloveSi, SemogarenSi mdebareobda, unda vifiqroT, rom qarTlis 
mefeTa samarxebic, pirvel rigSi, mcxeTaSia saZiebeli. samwuxarod, 
mcxeTaSi dRemde ar aRmoCenila samarxi, romelic qarTlis samefos 
romelime mefis gansasvenebelTan pirdapir iqneboda dakavSirebuli. 
Tumca, samarxTa Soris aris oTxi, romlebic samefo ojaxis wevrebs 
ukavSirdeba. 

maTgan pirvelad aucileblad unda davasaxeloT mcxeTis rkinig-
zasTan, qarTlis mTis ZirSi 1951 w. aRmoCenili mavzoleumi (sur. 1), 
romelic mcire zomis darbazuli nagebobaa orferda saxuraviT. nage-
bia naTali qviSaqvis kvadrebiT da gadaxurulia brtyeli da Rariani 
kramitiT. mavzoleumi dasavleT-aRmosavleTis RerZzea gamarTuli da 
Sesasvleli aRmosavleTidan aqvs. mavzoleumis sagangebod momzadebul 
ezoSi dakrZaluli iyo cxeni. mavzoleumi imTaviTve gauZarcvavT, am-
itom micvalebulis ConCxic mimofantuli iyo da nivTebis udidesi 

1  leonti, mefeTa cxovreba, gv. 26.
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nawi lic waRebuli. is ki rac mZarcvelebs adgilze darCaT aris Tvle-
biT mooWvili oqros abzinda, kilitebi da mZivebi, minis da naxevrad 
Zvirfasi qvis mZivebi, lomisa da frinvelTa gamosaxulebiani sakidebi, 
sala murze damkvreli Wabukis brinjaos qandakeba, minis sanelsacxe-
blebi, saferumarile lambaqebi da niJarebi, Tixis WurWeli da 80-mde 
moneta, romelTa Sorisaa parTuli draqmebi, aleqsandre makedonelis 
adgilobrivi minabaZebi da romis imperatorTa monetebi. maTgan yve-
laze gviani vespasianesia (69-79 ww.). am monetebis mixedviT mavzole-
umi I s. bolosaa gamarTuli. gadarCenili arqeologiuri masala da 
mavzoleumis arqiteqturuli maxasiaTeblebic amaveze miuTiTeben.1 vis 
sakrZalavs warmoadgenda mavzoleumi zustad Tqma SeuZlebelia. Tum-
ca, mZarcvelebisTvis gadarCenili masalis mixedviT Tu vimsje lebT, 
dakrZaluli iyo qalbatoni (Zvlebis cudad daculobis gamo, rogorc 
Cans, asakis da sqesis zusti gansazRvra ar momxdara). xolo Tu gaviT-
valiswinebT mavzoleumis faqtors, romelic cxadia umaRlesi wris 
warmomadgenlis sakrZalavia, gadarCenil inventars da samarxis win da-
krZalul cxens, qalbatoni, samefo ojaxTan unda davakavSiroT (dedo-
fali?). 

SedarebiT mets gveubneba 905-e qvis samarxi akldama, romelic 
aRmoCnda 1985 w. samTavros dedaTa monastris win, gzis piras. samarxi 
qviSaqvis filebiT Sedgenili qvayuTia orferda gadaxurviT. samarxSi 
2 micvalebuli esvena TaviT aRm-isken. orive gverdze xel-fex moke-
ciT. CrdiloeTiT dakrZaluli 45-50 wlis iyo da sqesi ar ganisaz-
Rvra (Tumca, arqeologebi samarxis Sesaxeb gamoqveynebul statiis 
daskvniT nawilSi uTiTeben, rom qalbatoni iyo), xolo samxreTiT me-
ore daukrZalavT, 25-30 wlis qali.2 micvalebulTaTvis Catanebuli 
mdidruli inventaridan, romlebSic gvxvdeba rogorc oqros samkauli, 
ise vercxlis WurWeli da sxvadasxva masalisa da daniSnulebis nivTe-
bi, gansakuTrebiT gamosayofia pirveli micvalebulisTvis Catanebuli 
vercxlis kolofi gorgonasa da ori mamakacis gamosaxulebiT, aqatis 
saferumarile lambaqi da vercxlis sarke dionises gamosaxulebiT 
(sur. 2), romlebic romaul imports warmoadgens da saqarTveloSi ana-
logic ar moepovebaT.3  

samarxSi aRmoCenili masala yvelaze axlo paralels poulobs 
bagineTis akldamis (ix. qvemoT) da armazisxevis pitiaxSTa sagvareulo 

1 lomTaTiZe, ciciSvili, axladaRmoCenili akldama, gv. 641-648.
2 anTropologiuri masala daculia saqarTvelos erovnul muzeumSi. 
3 afaqiZe, nikolaiSvili, mcxeTis warCinebulTa gansasvenebeli, gv. 7-80.
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samarxebSi aRmoCenil masalebTan da zogadad I-III ss. TariRdeba.1 Tum-
ca, samarxSi dadasturebuli monetebis mixedviT (gotarzes, avgustu-
sis, neronis, traianes da adrianes monetebi), SesaZlebelia samarxSi 
meore qalbatonis dakrZalvis TariRad II s. 40-iani wlebi vivaraudoT 
(sxva SemTxvevaSi Semdgomi periodis monetebi aucileblad moxvdeboda 
samarxSi). samarxis gamarTvis TariRad ki arauadres igive saukunis 20-
30-iani wlebi unda miviCnioT (samarxSi pirveli micvalebuli daZruli 
da gverdiT miweuli araa, rac dakrZalulTa erTi ojaxis wevrobaze 
metyvelebs da nivTebic qronologiurad araTu ar gansxvavdeba erT-
maneTisgan, rig SemTxvevaSi orive micvalebuls Catanebuli aqvs iden-
turi nivTebi). 

rac Seexeba dakrZalulTa statuss da vinaobas, vfiqrobT, isini 
samefo ojaxis wevrebad upirobod unda iqnen miCneulni. amaze, garda 
Catanebuli mdidruli inventarisa, miuTiTebs kidev ori faqti: pir-
veli, esaa samarxis aRmoCenis adgili – samTavros dedaTa monastris 
win. 2002 wels samTavros taZarSi Catarebuli arqeologiuri gaTx-
rebis dros gaiwminda IV-VI ss. bazilikis naSTebi da amiT dadastur-
da naratiuli wyaroebis gadmocema mirian mefis mier qalaqis zRudis 
CrdiloeTiT mayvlovanSi taZris mSeneblobis Sesaxeb. magram am ba-
zilikis qveS, aseve aRmoCnda rotondis tipis nageboba (15 m. radiu-
sis mqone) didi saparado TaRovani SesasvleliT, romelic bazilikis 
mSeneblobamde mdgara aq da is im doneze iyo mosworebuli, rac bazi-
likis mSeneblobisTvis iyo saWiro, misi arqiteqturuli detalebi ki 
bazilikaSi iyo gamoyenebuli.2 rotonda imTaviTve samarTlianad iqna 
moazrebuli warmarTul sakulto nagebobad. Tu gavixsenebT „moqce-
va¡ qarTlisa¡“-s da leonti mrovelis monaTxrobs, rom wminda nino 
mcxeTaSi Camosvlisas jer samefo baRSi Cerdeba, romelSic apolonis 
taZari dgas (mis Sesaxeb qvemoT SevCerdebiT), xolo Semdeg mayvlovans 
irCevs jvris samalavad da saswaulebis mosaxden adgilad,3 unda vi-
varaudoT, rom wyaroebis mayvlovani zustadac unda yofiliyo war-
marTuli salocavi adgili. amas garda, araerTi magaliTi gvaqvs imisa, 
rom qristianuli taZrebi warmarTul sakulto adgilebze Sendeboda 
(Sors rom ar wavideT: zedazeni da nekresic kmara).

amdenad, gamodis, rom 905-e akldama sakulto nagebobis siax-
loveSia gamarTuli. msgavsi SemTxveva dafiqsirebulia sveticxovlis 

1 afaqiZe, nikolaiSvili, mcxeTis warCinebulTa gansasvenebeli, gv. 7-80.
2 yifiani, mefe mirianis bazilika, gv. 11-36.
3 `moqceva¡ qarTlisa¡~, gv. 122-124; leonti, mefeTa cxovreba, gv. 93-94.
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ezoSi, razec qvemoT gveqneba saubari da ufro cxadi gaxdeba, ratom 
unda miviCnioT 905-e samarxi samefo rangisad. 

meore esaa samarxSi Catanebuli vercxlis langari (sur. 3), romel-
zec punsonis teqnikiT parTul arameulze Sesrulebulia warwera: 
„tiridat sefewulis var“. warwera paleografiulad ax. w. I saukuniT 
TariRdeba, xolo tiridatSi k. wereTeli parTiis mefeTa qronologi-
is gaTvaliswinebiT, moiazrebs tiridat sefewuls, romelic romis im-
perator tiberiusis daxmarebiT parTiaSi gamefda ax. w. 36 w. romauli 
wyaroebiT ki cnobilia, rom am procesSi mas daxmarebas uwevda iberTa 
mefe miTridate I, farsman I-is mama. Tasze warwera Sesrulebuli unda 
iyos mis gamefebamde 35-36 wlebSi da amave dros unda moxvedriliyo 
is iberiaSi, rogorc ufliswulis ZRveni misi mokavSirisadmi.1 bunebri-
via, qarTlis mefisTvis gamogzavnili langari verafriT moxvdeboda 
arasamefo ojaxis wevris samarxSi, miuxedavad imisa, rom ZRvenis ga-
mogzavnasa da mis samarxSi Catanebis faqtebs erTmaneTisgan sul mcire 
80 weli aSorebs (msgavsi SemTxvevidan unda gavixsenoT armazisxevis 
N3 samarxi, romelic masSi Catanebuli numizmatikuri masalis safuZ-
velze III s. meore naxevriT TariRdeba. samarxi miCneuli iyo bersu-
ma pitiaxSis sakrZalavad, masSi Catanebuli vercxlis langris gamo, 
romel zec amokveTili berZnuli warweriT vigebT, rom langari fla-
vius dadesma uZRvna bersuma pitiaxSs.2 ukanaksnelma kvlevebma uCvena, 
rom langarze moxseniebuli flavius dadi igive qarTlis mefe miTri-
date II-ea da langaric mis mieraa Tavisi pitiaxSisadmi boZebuli I s. 
80-ian wlebSi,3 romelic TiTqmis ori saukunis Semdeg moxvda qarTlis 
pitiaxSis ojaxis wevris samarxSi). 

amdenad, 905-e akldama samefo ojaxis wevrTa gansasvenebelia, 
romelic samarxis TariRidan gamomdinare (II s. pirveli naxevari) qarT-
lis mefis – farsman qvelis mefobis drosaa gamarTuli. samwuxarod, 
akldamaSi dakrZalulTa vinaobis ufro dakonkreteba SeuZlebelia, 
miT ufro, rom zustad pirveli micvalebulis sqesic araa gansaz-
Rvruli (misTvis Catanebuli arqeologiuri masalac ar Seicavs iseT 
ganmsazRvrel nivTebs, romlebic mkveTrad gamoxatavda mis sqess, rad-
gan sarkofagSi aRmoCenili masala sxva SemTxvevebSi gvxvdeba rogorc 
qalTa, ise mamakacTa samarxebSi). 

1 wereTeli, arameuli damwerlobiT, gv. 155-178.
2 afaqiZe, lomTaTiZe, kalandaZe, mcxeTa, gv. 52-54.
3 gagoSiZe, margiSvili, mefe flavius dadis vinaobisTvis, gv. 20-59.
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mesame samarxi, romelzec unda SevCerdeT, yvelaze bednieri SemTx - 
vevaa Tavisi informaciulobiT. esaa sveticxovlis N14 samarxi, rome-
lic aRmoCnda 2001 w. sveticxovlis taZris Crd-aRm. kuTxis qveS. samarxi 
saguldagulod damuSavebuli qviSaqvis naribandebiani oTxi filisgan 
iyo Sekruli da is gadaxuruli gaxldaT qviSaqvis sami filiT. iatakad 
Tixis sami fila iyo gamoyenebuli. 45-50 wlis qalbatoni TaviT dasav-
leTiT iyo dakrZaluli gulaRma, xelebi muclis areSi ewyo, xolo 
fexebi muxlebSi gadaSlili marjvniv da marcxniv.1 micvalebulisT-
vis Catanebuli samkaulidan da sxvadasxva nivTidan gansakuTrebuli 
mniSvnelobis aRmoCnda vercxlisa da oqros masalisgan damzadebuli 
sawer-kalamis kompleqti (penali kalmebiT, samelne, saweri dafa [?]), 
romlis analogi ar arsebobs (sur. 4-5) da samefo beWedi, romelic 
micvalebuls marcxena xelze ekeTa.2 oqros beWedSi Casmul sardionis 
Tvalze amoWrilia qalis biusti berZnuli warweriT – dedofali ul-
pia mbrZanebeli (sur. 6). m. mSvildaZis mosazrebiT, dedofals saxe li 
romis moqalaqeobis Sedegad unda mieRo romis imperatorisgan da es 
unda momxdariyo antoniusebis dinastiis dros.3 imave samarxSi aRmoCe-
nilia oqros sakidi falerebi markus avreliusis colisa da Svi lis – 
faustina umcrosisa da lucilas gamosaxulebiT da lucilas mcire-
wlovani vaJebis gamosaxulebiani kameo-sakidebi, romlebic iseTi ve 
ZRvens warmoadgens dedofal ulpiasadmi gamogzavnils,4 rogorc es 
magaliTad, markus avreliusis gamosaxulebiani langari an asparug 
pitiaxSis samarxSi aRmoCenili antinoes gamosaxulebiani langaria. 
ulpiasadmi gamogzavnili saCuqrebi qronologiurad 165-182 wlebSia 
damzadebuli da iberiaSi moxvedrili, lucilas gardacvalebamde.5 am-
denad, am masalis mixedviT, dedofali ulpia markus avreliusis Tana-
medrove iberiis dedofalia da is qarTlis mefe ustamosis meuRlea, 
romlis Sesaxebac istoriuli wyaroebi arafers amboben. Tumca, misi 
mefoba qarTlSi daadastura ulpias samarxSi Catanebulma sawerma 
mowyobilobam, romlis berZnuli warwera gveubneba, rom mowyobilo-
ba mefe ustamosis kuTvnilebas warmoadgenda – „mefe ustamosisa da 
evgeniosisa “.6 

1 anTropologiuri masala daculia saqarTvelos erovnul muzeumSi. 
2 afaqiZe, sveticxovlis, gv. 69-123.
3 mSvildaZe, ulpias sabeWdavi, gv. 53-61.
4 mSvildaZe, flaviusebis, gv. 103-115.
5 mSvildaZe, flaviusebis, gv. 103-115.
6  yauxCiSvili, berZnulwarweriani nivTebi, gv. 124-127.
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cnobilia, rom II s. pirveli naxevari da meore naxevris dasawyisi 
farsman qvelis mefobis periodia, mis Semdeg ki mefe xdeba xsefar-
nugi, romelic, rogorc Cans, farsmanis vaJi ar iyo da taxti daikava 
mefis mokvlisa da saxelmwifo gadatrialebis Semdeg.1 Tumca, zustad 
rodis xdeba es da rodemdea xsefarnugi mefe, ucnobia. magram, radgan 
sveticxovlis N14 samarxis penalis mixedviT, markus avreliusis Tana-
medroved ustamosia, gamodis, rom xsefarnugis mefoba II s. mesame me-
oTxedSi unda vigulisxmoT, romlis Semdegac taxtze adis ustami. qar-
Tuli naratiuli wyaroebi arc xsefarnugs da arc ustams ar icnoben. 
„moqceva¡ qarTlisa¡“ da leonti mroveli farsman qvelis Semdeg sul 
sxva mefeebs asaxeleben: „moqceva¡ qarTlisa¡s“ Satberduli teqsti 
ubralod CamoTvlis – roksa da Radams,2 xolo leonti mroveli yveba 
mirdatze, romelic farsman qvelis mokvlis Sedegad gaxda mefe, adam-
ze – farsmanis vaJze da farsmanze – adamis vaJze.3 Semdeg ki orive 
wyaroSi qarTlis mefed amazaspia saxeldebuli, romlis mefoba III s. 40-
60-ian wlebSi dasturdeba rogorc sasanuri paleografiiT, ise bagi-
neTze aRmoCenili berZnuli warwerebiT.4 naratiuli wyaroebis romel 
mefeebs Seesabamebian armazis bilingvisa da sveticxovlis N14 samarxis 
paleografiiT cnobili qarTlis mefeebi, an saerTod Seesabamebian Tu 
ara, es calke kvlevis sakiTxia. Tumca, is, rom farsmanis Semdeg ukve 
viciT ori mefis saxeli – xsefarnugi da ustami – es cxadia.

davubrundeT ulpiasa da ustams. ras gveubneba samarxis mde-
bareoba? Tu gavixsenebT `moqceva¡ qarTlisa¡“-sa da leonti mrovelis 
monaTxrobs, sveticxoveli aSenda iq, sadac samefo baRi – samoTxe 
mdebareobda.5 ufro konkretuli cnoba moipoveba borjias papirusis 
sinodur teqstSi, sadac naTqvamia, rom sveticxovlis mSeneblobis 
dawyebisTvis im adgilas idga apolonis taZari, marmarilos svetebiT, 
romlis gamoyenebac amaod ucdiaT sveticxovlis mSeneblebs.6 XX s. 60-
ian wlebSi sveticxovlis interierSi gaTxrebis dros aRmoCnda svetTa 
korinTuli kapitelebi, romlebic TavisTavad cxadia, arafriT ukav-
Sirdeba sveticxovlis taZars da isini warmarTuli sakulto nagebobis 

1 leonti mroveli, mefeTa cxovreba, gv. 53; meliqiSvili,  saqarTvelo, gv. 534.
2 „moqceva¡ qarTlisa¡“, gv. 82-83.
3 leonti mroveli, mefeTa cxovreba, gv. 53-54.
4 SoSiaSvili, qarTlis samefos, gv. 69-71; yauxCiSvili, romauli tipis abano, gv. 11-
14; nikolaiSvili, armazcixe, gv. 54.
5  `moqceva¡ qarTlisa¡”, gv. 122-123, 132-133; leonti mroveli, mefeTa cxovreba, gv. 
93-94,111-112; diRmelaSvili, qristianuli simbolika, gv. 133-135.
6 TamaraSvili, qarTuli eklesia, gv. 204.
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kuTvnili unda iyvnen.1 amdenad, cxadia, rom sveticxoveli dgas mefeTa 
warmarTul salocavze. xolo dedofali dakrZalulia am taZris siax-
loves, mis ezoSi. aq kidev erTxel unda gavixsenoT leonti mrovelis 
cnoba, rom farnavazi kerpis fexebTan dakrZales. Tu am gadmocemasa 
da ulpias samarxis mdebareobas gaviTvaliswinebT, ismis kiTxva – xom 
ar SeiZleba ustamosic kerpis/samlocvelos siaxloves daekrZalaT?! 
samwuxarod, sveticxovlis ezo arqeologiurad Seuswavlelia da am 
mxriv jerjerobiT arafris mTqmelic.

meoTxe SemTxveva samefo rangis samarxisa bagineTis samarxia, 
romelic aRmoCnda 1946 w. armazcixis kldekarSi (sur. 7). sarkofa-
gi Sedgeba qvaSi amoWrili Casasveneblis da orferda saxuravisgan. 
sarko fagSi micvalebulis ConCxi ar aRmoCenila, rac gvafiqrebinebs, 
rom SesaZloa kenotafTan gvqondes saqme. iyo mxolod 7-8 wlis bavSvis 
kbilebi, romlebic, albaT, ufro amuletebad unda miviCnioT, vidre 
samarxis mesakuTris nawilad (Znelad asaxsnelia kbilebis dakrZalva 
Tu SeZles, ConCxis Tundac calkeuli nawilebis dakrZalva ratom ar 
moxerxda meoradi damarxviT mainc, rogorc es armazisxevis e. w. „ber-
suma pitiaxSis samarxSia“ (amasTan, samarxi gauZarcvavi iyo, rac imas 
niSnavs, rom Zvlebi samarxidan ver mimoifanteboda). samarxSi bavSvTa 
kbilebis Cayolebis faqti ki cnobilia. Sors rom ar wavideT, magali-
Tad moviyvanT armazcixis N7 sarkofagis SemTxvevas, sadac, bavSvis 
kbili Cadebuli iyo gulsakid kolofSi.2 bagineTis akldama savse iyo 
oqrosa da vercxlis nivTebiT, maT Soris iyo dasakrZalavi sareclis 
fexebis vercxlis SeWediloba, vercxlis WurWeli da oqros samkauli, 
romlebic ZiriTadad imeorebs armazisxevis pitiaxSTa da samTavros 
N905-e samarxebSi dacul nivTebs. samarxi daTariRebulia II s. miwuru-
liTa da III s. pirveli naxevriT.3 Tumca, vinaidan samarxSi aRmoCenilia 
markus avreliusis gamosaxulebiani vercxlis langari (sur. 8), rome-
lic II s. 70-ian wlebis nakeTobas warmoadgens da imperatoris saCuqari 
unda iyos qarTlis mefis karze (rogorc irkveva, langari damzadebu-
lia saimperatoro karTan specialurad Seqmnil erT-erT saxelosnoSi, 
romlebSic mokavSire da megobari qveynebis mmarTvelebisTvis ganku-
Tvnili sasaCuqre nawarmi mzaddeboda),4 unda vivaraudoT, rom samar-
xic II-III ss. mijnazea gamarTuli. visi unda iyos samarxi? cxadia, misi 

1 yifiani, kedlis burjTa, gv. 61-63.
2 afaqiZe, lomTaTiZe, kalandaZe, mcxeTa, gv. 85.
3 nikolaiSvili, armazcixe, gv. 46.
4 Мачабели, Торевтика, сс. 48-50.
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mdebareobidan gamomdinare, samarxi upirobod unda CaiTvalos samefo 
rangis samarxad. Tumca, masSi ConCxis ar aRmoCena saSualebas ar iZle-
va, iTqvas qalis samarxad iyo gamiznuli is Tu kacisad. amaze aqcen-
tireba SeuZlebelia samarxSi Catanebuli masaliTac, radgan msgavsi 
nivTebi igive armazisxevis Tu samTavros samarxebSi gvxvdeba rogorc 
mamakacTa, ise qalTa inventarad. erTaderTi, rac SeiZleba iTqvas, es 
aris is, rom samarxi mefe ustamis ojaxs unda ukavSirdebodes, rome-
lic, rogorc zemoT gairkva, qarTlis mefea II s. bolos. 

amdenad, am monacemebis SejerebiT, am etapisTvis qristianobam-
deli qarTlis samefo ojaxis gansasveneblebidan gvaqvs mxolod: I s. 
meore naxevarSi mcxovrebi dedoflis gansasvenebeli armazcixis siax-
loves (rkinigzasTan), romlis vinaoba ucnobia; II s. dasawyisSi mcxov-
rebi farsman qvelis samefo ojaxis wevr qalbatonTa gansasvenebeli 
samTavrodan, romelTa vinaoba aseve ucnobia, II s. meore naxevarSi 
mcxovrebi dedofal ulpias samarxi sveticxovlidan, romelic mefe 
ustamis Tanamecxedrea da II-III ss. mijnaze gamarTuli samefo akldama 
armazcixidan, romelic aseve ustam mefis ojaxTanaa dakavSirebuli.  

samefo samarxTa ganxilvisas, ismis kiTxva: aris SesaZlebeli 
msjeloba imaze, ra principiT irCeoda samefo sakrZalavebi iberiis 
samefoSi qristianobis miRebamde? Cvens mier ganxiluli monacemebis 
SejerebiT, qarTlis mefeTa saojaxo sakrZalavebad gvevlineba ar-
mazcixe, axlandeli rkinigzis ubani, samefo walkoti, anu salocavi 
adgili dRevandeli sveticxovlis adgilas da aseve salocavi adgi-
li dRevandeli samTavros teritoriaze. amaTgan, armazcixis akldama 
cixis mTavar kldekarSia gamarTuli da Znelad warmosadgenia same-
fo rezidenciis mTavari kldekari Tundac samefo ojaxis samarovnad 
gamoeyenebinaT. amis arc sivrcea iq, arc SesabamisobaSi modis cixis 
cxovrebasTan da arc aRmoCenila sxva samarxi. amitom bagineTis akl-
damis am kldekarSi gamarTva sxva mizezebiT unda aixsnas. rac Seexe-
ba kldekaris mavzoleums, is ganyenebuladaa gamarTuli, Tumca, Tu 
gaviTvaliswinebT misgan dasavleTiT ramdenime aseul metrSi dadas-
turebul I-III ss. samarovans, romelic gamTxrelTa mier elinizebuli, 
ucxo eTnikuri jgufis samarovnad aris miCneuli da iqve mdebare na-
mosaxlars, romelic gaigivebulia qarTlis cxovrebaSi naxseneb mogv-
TakarTan, III-IV ss. movlenebis konteqstSi rom Cndeba,1 maSin SesaZloa, 
samefo mavzoleumic amave ubanTan kavSirSi gangvexila. Tumca, am Se-

1 sixaruliZe, abuTiZe, mogvTakaris samarovani, gv.109-131.
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mogarenis mWidro dasaxleba da misi arqeologiurad srulad Seus-
wavleloba meti msjelobis saSualebas ar iZleva. miT ufro imis ax-
snisas, ra kavSiri aqvs samefo mavzoleums ucxo eTnikuri – elinize-
buli mosaxleobis samarovanTan. rac Seexeba danarCen or samarxs, am 
SemTxvevaSi maTi gamarTva warmarTuli samlocveloebis siaxloveSi, 
vfiqrobT, unda miuTiTebdnen samefo samarxTa gamarTvis garkveul 
tradiciaze sakulto ZeglebTan. principSi, swored am tradiciisTvis 
unda daedo safuZveli farnavazis armazis fexebTan dakrZalvas.
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Ketevan Digmelashvili

The Royal Tombs from Mtskheta, the Problem of  the Location  
of the Royal Burial Site

Summary

The Notice of Leonty Mroveli is the only historical source that specifies the location 
of the pagan kings and the graves of their family members. It is also the unique source 
that mentions that king Parnavaz was buried next to the feet of the statue of the Armazi 
idol. However, we do not know in reality how or where the kings were buried before 
the king Mirian, the first Christian king, or if there was any regularity in choosing the 
location of the graves. 

According to common custom, before Christianity, the tombs of kings were 
mostly located near populated areas of the city. We think that the tombs of the Iberian 
kings should be located at Mtskheta town. Yet, no indications have been found of it in 
the excavated graves of Mtskheta. However, there were four graves which thought to 
be the representatives of the royal family. A tomb of the unknown queen was disco-
vered near the railway line next to the Armazi castle, and dates to the second half of the 
I century A. D. The second is grave N905 from Samtavro Necropolis in which 2 indi-
viduals (females) were buried in tomb. The individuals are considered to be the family 
members of King Parsman II the Valiant. The grave dates back to the beginning of the 
II century A. D. The third grave is from the garden of Svetitskhoveli church. The tomb 
N14 belonged to queen Ulpia (the wife of king Ustam) dates back to the II half of the 
II century A. D. The last fourth tomb is also considered to be related to the family of 
King Ustam from the end of II and the beginning of the III century A. D. It was located 
next to the Armazi castle. Unfortunately, not a single skeleton was found in the tomb 
for further analysis.  

As we see, in the course of past archaeological expeditions to Mtskheta, signi-
ficant material was collected to discuss the answer to the question of whether the loca-
tions of the burial sites were based on some system. Considering all the circumstances, 
the royal family members were used to buried in the Armaztsikhe (near the railway). 
We also think that mentioned N905 and N14 tombs were placed right next to pagan 
temples. Those temples were located at the same place where nowadays Samtavro and 
Svetitskhoveli churches are situated. We think that the tradition of constructing tombs 
next to the pagan temples began with King Parnavaz when he was buried next to the 
feet of Armazi Idol.
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sur. 1. dedoflis mavzoleumi rkinigzasTan (foto q. diRmelaSvili).
sur. 2. 905-e akldamaSi aRmoCenili vercxlis sarkis saxuravi da yuri 

(foto: saqarTvelos erovnuli muzeumi).
sur. 3. 905-e akldamaSi aRmoCenili tiridat sefewulis kuTvnili 

verc xlis langari (foto: saqarTvelos erovnuli muzeumi).
sur. 4. dedofal ulpias samarxSi (sveticxovlis me-14 samarxi) aRmo-

Cenili saweri mowyobiloba (foto: saqarTvelos erovnuli mu-
zeumi).

sur. 5. dedofal ulpias samarxSi (sveticxovlis me-14 samarxi) aRmo-
Cenili saweri mowyobilobis detali mefe ustamosis moxsenie-
biT (foto: saqarTvelos erovnuli muzeumi).

sur. 6. dedofal ulpias gamosaxulebiani oqros beWedi (foto: sa-
qarTvelos erovnuli muzeumi).

sur. 7. bagineTis akldama (foto q. diRmelaSvili).
sur. 8. bagineTis akldamaSi aRmoCenili markus avreliusis gamosaxu-

lebiani langari (foto q. diRmelaSvili).
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Photo 6. A gold ring with the depiction of Queen Ulpia (photo by K. Digmelashvili).
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