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boggmamb. gb 0d0@m3d, MHm3 oy dgammo s3momm FMommdosb, 35306 ol goczo-
mgdom g8 bgmmxzsblb mgdmmmdb. [...] 1) ®53bg FMommdol dm@hgbs, dgmal
28mmadmoe Bobrgds bdd (3b35Mow 969 7 gnMgebds Ldnmgbdsw; 2) o wog-
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(3900L 3Om3gbo domgzg 0bygds s M33g M8gbndg 330Msdn dgmmgsba me-
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ogm®ady, baoo byero gdog-bygbamgordn, ag. 87-98.
3oeabmbos, bobsdsmaenm groznbs, 33.111-112.
Sauer, The timing of injuries, pp. 321-332.
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domdgdsbognmn omgabgdaol asdm, ol 360d36gmmzbo gobbbgsgogds Bobs ™
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LEOYIG O bnGoms, beoaemm 3mbEBIMGE Mol dgdmbggzsda 3o 339 asdmdd-
Fomns. Mmam@z dgdmo 03mbadbgm, bobs mE dgdmbzgzeda dm@gbormmdals
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3mbE3mEME o 3mEgbommdgdobslb dm@gbommmdol 30ggdo godmadmmdals godm
boLNsMEYdNs6 FmbMAL gmobBonmmdal LodzoMom ©s dsbdy Foygbgdmma dm-
&gbormdgdo baboomogdosb LEmGa s dsbgomn 3oggdom. sbggg 360d3b6gmmaze-
Bos dm@gbormmdolb 309980l B0, 306506 3mLEBIMGE M dmBgbnmmdgdo
dgodmgds gobgzomatogl dgmal dobsdo ymabol 3gMnmedn, Mobsi Gogmbm-
dogyfo  (33momgdgdo gbmegds o6 Mdmemmm  sMJgmmmanyn  gombmgdals
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9093900 > g3bboemgs
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' Ubelaker, Adams, Differentiation of perimortem and postmortem trauma, pp. 509-512.

3oemabmbos, bobods@oemm dgmoznbs, ag. 111-112.
3 Waldron, Palaeopathology, pp. 32, 57.

2

194



6. — 3 mog30b doms; 40-50 6. — 6 mogal Joms; 45-55 6. — 3 mogal Joees; 50-
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dgdamdn GMs33s dbmmmm 2 mag0b Jomadg 0gbs semdmbgbaema.
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0gbs, gfoal dbGog, 3330030-dmsgzo, bmem, dgmEglh dbMog, dgMgmo-dhgbe-
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336300005, 4 d930bg93530 FbmMEmE demsogszn, ©BsMARE 7 dgdmbggzsdo 30 dbm-
mmE dgMgmo-3hgbagn mzabgdal ddmby Logboo gsbznmsmgdyma @Msgdgdo.
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dgdmbggzedo dbmeme 3oM%3603, bremm ©sbstfAgh 6 dgdmbzggado dom3bbng.
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Liana Bitadze, Elguja Latchkepiani

Frequency and Types of Traumas in Khevsureti according to
the Fossil Material of the High and Late Middle Ages

Summary

The traditions and the reflection of the traumatism associated with them, described in
the ethnological literature, are clearly visible on the studied bone material of the High
and Late Middle Ages, obtained in Khevsureti. Among Khevsurs in the late Middle
Ages, there are mainly intravital injuries, after which a person lived for decades, as
evidenced by multiple injuries inflicted on some skulls at different times. When deter-
mining the probable objects that caused these traumas, blunt-solid and sharp-cutting
objects were identified. In § cases, injuries were caused by both types of objects, in 4
cases, only by blunt objects, and in the remaining 7 cases, only by sharp-cutting ones.
The traumas are mainly localized in the forehead, then on the crown, temple, occiput
and face. They are observed both on the right and on the left sides, however, most of
them are located on the left, suggesting that the person facing the enemy was wounded
by the opponent’s right hand. In 12 cases, combined injuries are observed both on the
right and on the left sides, in one case, only on the right, and in the remaining 6 cases,
only on the left. A detailed study of the skulls revealed traces of medical manipulations,
particularly, trepanation in 4 cases. They were located in the areas of the temple, crown
and occiput. Judging by the types and sizes of the skull injuries, the cause of death in
six cases should have been precisely a cranial trauma. Of the 22 skulls dating back to
the High Middle Ages, traces of trauma were found on 6 skulls. Three skulls showed
injuries inflicted during life, and another 3 had traumas inflicted by blunt-solid objects
shortly before death, which should have been the cause of death. In one case, the object
had to be both blunt-solid and sharp, and in the remaining 5 cases only blunt-solid.
Here, too, the injuries are localized mainly in the forehead, and then in the temples and
face. In contrast to the skulls dating from the late Middle Ages, most of the injuries in
this series occur on the right side. In all eras, human life is the most valuable, and, de-
spite the severe injuries found on the skulls, Khevsuretian traditional healers spared no
effort and knowledge to save people who were on the verge of death. Traces of bravery
and courage of Khevsurs are clearly seen on the bone anthropological material. Cranial
traumas were detected in 27.2 % and 59.4 % of cases on the skulls of the High and Late
Middle Ages, respectively. The fencing tradition, widespread in Khevsureti, reduced
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the average age of death by 2-1.5 years. The average age of death of the population
of the Late Middle Ages is lower than that of the population of the High Middle Ages.
The individual average age of those who died without injuries is the highest in the High
Middle Ages, which is a reality and can be clearly seen from both the minimum and
maximum ages. According to materials obtained in Georgia, the average age of death
in the High and Late Middle Ages is significantly lower than that of the Khevsurs of the
corresponding periods, which is explained by the customs of the local group and its ad-
aptation to the environment. It is also important that traces of injuries were found only
on the skulls of men, which indicates that Khevsurs did not show aggression towards
women and children and did not use violence against them.
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1lustrations:

Pict. 1-2. Perimortem, straight-edged fracture on the lateral wall of the right eye socket;

Pict.
Pict.

Pict.

Pict.
Pict.
Pict.

Pict.
Pict.
Pict.
Pict.

10.
11.
12.
13.

Straight-edged, incised wound in the right occipital and temporal region.
A healed lifetime trauma on the right side of the parietal bone.

. Anterior and posterior view of the skull. Traces of trepanation on the right

side of the parietal bone.

Posterior view of the skull.

Traces of a perimortem straight-edged fracture on the right occipital area,
from where the cracks move towards the occipital bone.

Anterior view of the skull.

A post-healing trace of a straight-edged injury in the right frontal area.
Incised wound on the left side of the scalp, from where the crack continues
to the occipital area.

Incised wound on the right temporal and occipital area.

Anterior view of the skull.

Antemortem and perimortem fractures in the left parieto-temporal region.
Perimortem fractures in the left parieto-temporal region. Traces of medical
manipulation on the right temporal bone.
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