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neli CakvetaZe

oSkis eklesiis samxreTi galereis 
rvawaxnaga burjis ucnobi warwera

oSkis taZris samxreT-dasavleTiT naxevrad Ria galereis Sida sivrce 
or nawilad aris gamijnuli oTxi burjiT, romelTagan TiToeuls re­
liefuri Semkuloba amkobs (sur. 1).  am burjTa Soris dasavleTiT 
mdebare (rigiT meoTxe) rvawaxnaga burji da misi svetisTavi mkafiod 
gamoirCeva ornamentuli da figuruli saxeebiT (sur. 2, 3). es sveti 
samecniero literaturaSi kargadaa cnobili _ gasuli saukunidan 
moyolebuli, karibWis rvawaxnaga burjis reliefebze araerT mkvle­
vars gaumaxvilebia yuradReba.1 

burjis tani da kapiteli erTianadaa dafaruli kveTili deko­
riT da alag-alag feradovani aqcentebiTac aris gaZlierebuli. kapi­
telis perimetrs avsebs  zeciuri dasis gamosaxulebebi, romelTa qve­
moT burjis tanis waxnagebi Sinaarsobriv segmentebadaa `dayofili~. 
maTgan ideuri aqcenti daismis dasavleT waxnagze, sadac ganTavsebuli 
iyo vedrebisa da qtitoris gamosaxulebebi (sur. 4). simetriis amave 
RerZze _ kapitelis Tavze _ wm. svimeon mesveted miCneuli gamosaxule­
ba agvirgvinebs.2 gverdiTa waxnagebze qarTvelTa ganmanaTleblis _ wm. 
ninos, agreTve, wm. mkurnalTa _ kozmanisa da damianes figurebi iyo 
ganTavsebuli, reliefuri gamosaxulebebi svetis dasavleTi waxnagis 
irgvliv, erT mxatvrul kompoziciad erTiandeboda (sur. 5).3 

1 Такаишвили, Археологическая экспедиция 1917 г. в Южные провинции Грузии, gv. 51-52; 
mogvianebiT igive teqsti qarTuladac gamoica: TayaiSvili, 1917 wlis arqeo-
logiuri eqspedicia samxreT saqarTveloSi, gv. 38-41; Winfield, Some Early Me-
dieval Figure Sculpture from North-East Turkey, gv. 45-57;  aRsaniSnavia d. uinfildis 
narkvevSi warmodgenili, j. ueinraitis mier zedmiwevniT Sesrulebuli (odna­
vi proporciuli saxesxvaobiT) svetis yvela waxnagis grafikuli monaxazebi 
(xuskivaZe, oSkis skulpturul `vedrebaTa~ Taviseburebebis Sesaxeb, gv. 59-
90). burjs calke qveTavi eTmoba v. jobaZis gamokvlevaSi _ ix. misi: adreuli 
Sua saukuneebis qarTuli monastrebi, gv. 126-130. 
2 vinaidan reliefi qvis calke filaze iyo gamokveTili, gamoTqmulia varaudi, 
rom es gamosaxuleba gviani CanarTic SesaZloa iyos (Winfield, Some Early Medie-
val Figure Sculpture from North-East Turkey, gv. 54).
3 reliefi Tavisi mxatvruli TaviseburebebiT detaluradaa aRwerili sxva 
mkvlevarTa mier, ix: Такаишвили, Археологическая экспедиция 1917  г. в Южные 
провинции Грузии, gv. 51-52; TayaiSvili, 1917 wlis arqeologiuri eqspedicia 
samxreT saqarTveloSi, gv. 40-41; Winfield, Some Early Medieval Figure Sculpture from 
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oSkis eklesiis samxreTi galereis burjze, dRes ukve aRararse­

buli wm. ninos mcire figura, qarTul xelovnebaSi qarTvelTa gan­

manaTleblis yvelaze adreul gamosaxulebad aris miCneuli da mis 

mimarT mecnierTa interesi yovelTvis didi iyo.1 burjis reliefuri 

Semkulobis Sinaarsobriv sazrisTan dakavSirebiTac interesi arasdros 

ganelebula da mis Sesaxeb aTwleulebis manZilze sxvadasxva mosazre­

ba gamoiTqva. d. uinfildi mas bagrationTa samefo dinastiis didebis 

gamoxatulebad miiCnevs.2 v. jobaZe, ar iziarebs d. uinfildis mosaz­

rebas, radgan bagrationebi svetze warmodgenilni ar arian.3 mkvlevari 

arc svetis erTian Sinaarss iZleva, magram saqarTveloSi qviTxuroe­

bis saxelosnos tradiciis gaTvaliswinebiT, figuraTa nawili mSene­

beli-ostatebis gamosaxulebebs daukavSira, amasTan miuTiTebs, rom 

calkeuli figurebi damatebiT axsnas saWiroebs.4 sruliad gansxvave­

buli mosazreba gamoTqva n. simoniSvilma da qarTul sinamdvileSi pir­

velad, oSkis aRniSnuli svetis kompoziciuri Sinaarsi qarTlis moqce­

vasTan mimarTebiT ganixila.5 mogvianebiT, srulebiT damoukideblad, 

kidev ufro saxismetyvelebiTi kuTxiT, svetis Sinaarsi warmoaCina a. 

oqropiriZem, romelmac oSkis rvawaxnaga svetis dekoris ikonografia 

wm. ninos mier qarTlis moqcevasTan kavSiriT da kvarTze amozrdili 

cxovelmyofeli svetis simbolikiT axsna.6  

am mosazrebebTan mimarTebiT arsebiTi mniSvnelobis monacemebi 

moipoveba  e. TayaiSvilis pirad arqivSi (saqme #2232),7 sadac mkvle­

varis mier burjidan gadmoRebuli warwerebia daculi (sur. 6). cno­

bilia, rom oSkis svetze gamosaxulebaTa umravlesobas singuri saRe­

baviT Sesrulebuli ganmartebiTi warwerebi axlda. saarqivo masalis 

mixedviT, cxadi gaxda, rom burjidan eqvTime TayaiSvils gadmouRia 

North-East Turkey, gv. 45-57; jobaZe, adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTuli monast
rebi, gv. 126-130.
1 sxirtlaZe, wminda nino da Zveli qarTuli saxviTi xelovneba, gv. 330-351.
2 Winfield, Some Early Medieval Figure Sculpture from North-East Turkey, gv. 54.
3 jobaZe, adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTuli monastrebi, gv. 130.
4 jobaZe, adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTuli monastrebi, gv. 129-130.
5 Simonishvili, Images of  Identity at the Crossroads, gv.126-131.
6 oqropiriZe, oSkis wminda nino, gv. 43-46; mogvianebiT es azri gaimeora T. xun­
daZem, ix: xundaZe,  X saukunis xuroTmoZRvruli qandakeba, gv. 150-151.
7 es masala daculia korneli kekeliZis saxelobis saqarTvelos xelnawerTa 
erovnul centrSi. 
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Svidi warwera; mogvianebiT, man am warweraTagan eqvsi gamoaqveyna.1 
mcire formatze Sesrulebul warweraTa grafikuli monaxazebi danom­
rilia; meeqvse nomrad aRnusxuli, dRemde gamoucemeli warwera uaR­
resad faseulia svetis Sinaarsis gagebisaTvis. teqsti erT striqonad 
yofila Sesrulebuli (sur. 7):2

Z~li cxor[. . ] 

rogorc Cans, warwera oSkSi eqvTime TayaiSvilis muSaobis dros 
ukve dazianebuli iyo; is Semdegnairad unda aRdges.  

Z(e)li cxor[ebisa¡]

amgvaradve amoukiTxavs warwera eqvTime TayaiSvilsac, svetis 
warweraTa samuSao nusxaSi, romelic rusuladaa Sedgenili, meeqvse 
nomrad Setanili warwera Targmnilia rogorc `Древо Жизни~ (sur. 8).3 

uCveuloa da garkveul axsnas moiTxovs is garemoeba, rom eqvTime 
TayaiSvilis xelmZRvanelobiT 1917 wels saqarTvelos istorul samx­
reT provinciebSi organizebuli eqspediciis masalebis rusul (1952 w.) 
da qarTul (1960 w.) publikaciebSi aRniSnuli warwera Sesuli ar aris.4 
amgvari gadawyvetilebis mizezebze avtorTan araferia Tqmuli.

1 Такаишвили, Археологическая экспедиция 1917 г. в Южные провинции Грузии, gv. 52. 
рис. 20-25; TayaiSvili, 1917 wlis arqeologiuri eqspedicia samxreT saqarTve-
loSi, gv. 40-41, sur: 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25.
2 gasaTvaliswinebelia, rom svetis warweraTa grafikuli monaxazebi, romlebic 
eqvTime TayaiSvilis arqivSia daculi, zedmiwevniT imeoreben dRes svetze 
arsebul warweraTa originalebs. Sesabamisad, grafikuli monaxazis mixedviT 
svetze Zelicxovlis warwera unda yofiliyo ganTavsebuli erT striqonad.
3 niSneulia, rom eqvTime TayaiSvils wera dauwyia sityviT `Животв.~. rogorc 
Cans, mas ganzraxuli hqonda daewera `Животворящий~ (cxovelmyofeli), magram 
gadaifiqra.
4 eqvTime TayaiSvilis arqivSi daculia publikaciisTvis momzadebuli ma­
salebic, sadac oSkis svetis warwerebis monaxazebi erT formatzea dakru­
li. am monaxazebs Soris  warwera moTavsebuli ar aris. samagierod, svetis 
warwerebs Soris, `Zelicxoveli~-s sanacvlod  SemTxveviT moxvda wm. petre 
aleqsandrielis freskuli warwera _ aleqsadrieli, romelic publikaci­
aSi sworad (saTanado adgilze) gamoqveynda (ix: Такаишвили, Археологическая 
экспедиция 1917 г. в Южные провинции Грузии, gv. 54, рис. 26; TayaiSvili, 1917 wlis 
arqeologiuri eqspedicia samxreT saqarTveloSi, gv. 43, sur. 26; aRniSnuli 
faqti gamoricxavs imis SesaZleblobas, rom xsenebuli warweris grafikuli 
asli _ gamomcemlobis mier SemTxveviT iqna gamotovebuli. 
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svetze warweris ganTavsebis adgilmdebareobis garkvevisaTvis 
eqvTime TayaiSvilis saeqspedicio dRiurebs arsebiTi mniSvneloba eni­
Weba. mkvlevaris arqivSi oSkis eklesiis am monakveTTan dakavSirebiT  
masalebi ar Cans. Sesabamisad, ucnobi rCeba, sad iyo warwera ganTavse­
buli. burjze dRes SemorCenil warwerebs Soris es warwera aRar ixi­
lveba.1

termini `Zeli cxorebisa¡~, upirveles yovlisa, qristianul eg­
zegetikaSi da xelovnebaSi cxovelmyofeli jvris mniSvnelobiT gamoi­
yeneboda.2 magram oSkis reliefur kompoziciaSi warmodgenili qar­
TvelTa ganmanaTleblis wm. ninos gamosaxulebasTan konteqstSi, igi, 
cxadia, sveticxovlis cxovelmyofeli svetis mniSvelobasac iZens.3 
burjze erT dros arsebuli, eqvTime TayaiSvilis mier gadmoRebuli 
warwera, ganamyarebs mkvlevarTa mier gamoTqmul varaudebs da adas­
turebs qarTlis moqcevis istoriasTan dakavSirebuli, adreuli gamo­
saxulebis arsebobas oSkis taZarSi. 

gamomsaxvelobiTad `datvirTuli~ burjis kompoziciuri sura­
Ti Seicavs ucnaur xatovan `CanarTebs~, romlebic samomavlod, qarT­
lis gaqristianebasTan mimarTebiT ideur-saxismetyvelebiT ganxilvas 
da mravalmxriv Sefasebas saWiroebs.4 svetis Sinaarsobrivi mniSvnelo­
vaneba oSkis safasado skulpturis programasTan mimarTebiT erT 
mTlianobaSicaa gansasazRvri. aRniSnuli sakiTxi scildeba winamde­
bare statiis farglebs. 

1 SesaZloa, warwera ganTavsebuli yofiliyo svetis mTavar waxnagze, romelic 
2002 wels sagangebod iqna Camomtvreuli. amasTanave, ar gamoiricxeba imis 
SesaZlebloba, rom svetis zedapiris guldasmiT daTvalierebis Semdeg, am 
warweris kvali burjis romelime monakveTzec dadasturdes.  
2 adreul Sua saukuneebSi `Zeli cxorebisa¡~ jvris mniSvnelobiT ara erTxel 
dasturdeba, ix.: qarTuli warwerebis korpusi, lapidaruli warwerebi, aRmo­
savleT da samxreT saqarTvelo, gv. 109, 283; oSkis eklesiis maSeneblis, daviT 
III kurapalatis monetaze amgvarive warweris arseboba bizantiasTan mWidro 
kavSiriT da qristianuli sayovelTao simbolikiT datvirTuli, msgavsi sa­
moneto tipebiT aixsneba, ix.: daviT III kurapalatis monetebi WeSmariti jvris 
gamosaxulebiT, „qarTuli numizmatikis inglisur-qarTuli onlain-katalo­
gi“. qristianul egzegetikaSi terminis mravalmxrivi gagebisaTvis ix: Юревич, 
Тимофеев,  Дре́во жи́зни, gv. 266-269.
3 „sveti-cxoveli~ `Zeli-cxovladac~ igivdeboda, ix: xaCiZe, sveticxoveli 
Zvel qarTul mwerlobaSi, gv. 173.
4 zemoT dasaxelebul avtorebTan nawilobriv mocemulia mcdeloba TiToeu­
li gamosaxuleba aixsnas SinaarsTan erTobliobaSi, bibliografia ix: sqolio  
7, 8, 9. 



314

oSkis eklesiis samxreTi galereis burjis reliefebis gaazre­
ba qarTlis moqcevis erT-erT siuJetad ukavSirdeba umniSvnelovanes 
sakiTxs _ Sua saukuneebis qarTul xelovnebaSi qveynis gaqristianebis 
Semcveli scenebis arsebobis xangrZlivobasTan dakavSirebul prob­
lemas. samefos erT-erT meTave samonastro wiaRSi Seqmnili es siu­
Jeti, gamokveTs axal, adreul etaps da arsobrivad cvlis qarTlis 
moqcevasTan dakavSirebuli mxatvruli tendenciebis sawyisebze Cvens 
dRevandel warmodgenas. faqtobrivad, X saukuneSi Seqmnili es siu­
Jeturi kompozicia win uswrebs msgavsi Sinaarsis sxva qarTul nawar­
moebebs.1 saxviTi cnobierebis mxatvrul azrovnebad Camoyalibebis 
mniSvnelobiT, oSkis roli kidev ufro izrdeba qarTuli xelovnebis 
ganviTarebis istoriaSi. 

damowmebuli wyaroebi da literatura

TayaiSvili, 1917 wlis arqeologiuri eqspedicia samxreT saqarTveloSi 
_ TayaiSvili e., 1917 wlis arqeologiuri eqspedicia samxreT saqarT-
veloSi, Tbilisi, 1960.
oqropiriZe, oSkis wminda nino _ oqropiriZe a., oSkis wminda nino, „mayv­
lovani“, #2-3 (15-16), 2014, gv. 43-46.
sxirtlaZe, wminda nino da Zveli qarTuli saxviTi xelovneba _ sxirtla­
Ze z., wminda nino da Zveli qarTuli saxviTi xelovneba, „wminda nino“ 
(samecniero krebuli), t. I, Tb. 2008, gv. 330-351.
qarTuli numizmatikis inglisur-qarTuli onlain-katalogi _ qarTuli 
numizmatikis inglisur-qarTuli onlain-katalogi, http://geonumismatics.
tsu.ge/ge/catalogue/types/?type=40 (gadamowmebulia 15. 06. 2019.).
qarTuli warwerebis korpusi, lapidaruli warwerebi, aRmosavleT da 
samxreT saqarTvelo _ qarTuli warwerebis korpusi, lapidaruli war-
werebi, aRmosavleT da samxreT saqarTvelo (V-X ss.), t. I, Seadgina da 
gamosacemad moamzada n. SoSiaSvilma, Tbilisi, 1980.

1 kompoziciuri sqemis safuZvelze qarTlis moqcevasTan dakavSirebuli siu­
Jetebis _ svetis saswaulisa da eklesiis dafuZnebis _ scenebs Soris diferen­
cirebis mcdelobisaTvis ix: CakvetaZe, eklesiis dafuZnebis scena cxovelmyo
feli svetis moxatulobaSi, gv. 84-94. rogorc oSkis eklesiis magaliTze Cans, 
svetis saswaulis mxatvruli sqemis Camoyalibebis sawyisebi, adreul nimuSeb­
Sia saZiebeli.
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CakvetaZe, eklesiis dafuZnebis scena cxovelmyofeli svetis moxatulo-
baSi _ CakvetaZe n., eklesiis dafuZnebis scena cxovelmyofeli svetis 
moxatulobaSi, samecniero konferenciis moxsenebaTa krebuli, „sve­
ticxoveli“, 2017 wlis 9-10 oqtomberi Tbilisi, 2018, gv. 84-94. 
xaCiZe, sveticxoveli Zvel qarTul mwerlobaSi _ xaCiZe l., sveticxove-
li Zvel qarTul mwerlobaSi, kr. `sveticxoveli~, Tbilisi, 2010.
xundaZe, X saukunis xuroTmoZRvruli qandakeba _ xundaZe T., X sauku-
nis xuroTmoZRvruli qandakeba, `Sua saukuneebis qarTuli qandakeba~, 
Tbilisi, 2017, gv. 126-151. 
xuskivaZe, oSkis skulpturul `vedrebaTa~ Taviseburebebis Sesaxeb – 
xuskivaZe l., oSkis skulpturul `vedrebaTa~ Taviseburebebis Sesa-
xeb, „saqarTvelos siZveleni“, #3, 2003, gv. 59-90. 
jobaZe, adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTuli monastrebi _ jobaZe v., 
adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTuli monastrebi istoriul taoSi, 
klarjeTsa da SavSeTSi, Tbilisi, 2006. 
Simonishvili, Images of  Identity at the Crossroads – Simonishvili N., Images of  
Identity at the Crossroads: Georgian Medieval Art,  a Comparative Study, „Center 
29, Record of Activities and Research Reports (June 2008 – May 2009)“, Washington, 
2009, gv. 126-131.
Winfield, Some Early Medieval Figure Sculpture from North-East Turkey – Winfield 
D., Some Early Medieval Figure Sculpture from North-East Turkey, „Journal of the 
Warburg and Courtauld Institutes“, 31, 1968, gv. 45-57.
Такаишвили, Археологическая экспедиция 1917 г. в Южные провинции Грузии 
– Такаишвили, Э., Археологическая экспедиция 1917  г. в Южные провинции 
Грузии, Тбилиси, 1952.
Юревич, Тимофеев, Дре́во жи́зни – Юревич, Д., Тимофеев, А., Дре́во жи́зни, 
„Православная энциклопедия“, T. 16, 2008, gv. 266-269. 
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Neli Chakvetadze

Unknown Inscription of the Octagonal Column at the Southwestern 
Gallery of the Oshki Church

Summary

The southwestern gallery of the Oshki church is distinguished by its octagonal column, 
located on the western side of the gallery in terms of ornamental and figurative motives. 

On the column, together with the other images, there was a small image of St. 
Nino, the Illuminator of Georgians (the image no longer exists). The image is regarded 
as the earliest figure of St. Nino in medieval Georgian art. There are different interpre-
tations of the reliefs and general connotations of the column amongst the scholarship. 
It has been discussed in the frame of the conversion of Kartli. 

Regarding the latter interesting information has been found in E. Takaishvili’s 
archive (N2232, Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts). In the 
archive, one can find copies of the seven inscriptions of the column. From these inscrip-
tions, six were published by the author in his book dedicated to the expedition in the 
historic south part of Georgia conducted in 1917. As for the seventh (N6 – numbered by 
E. Takaishvili) inscription, it has never been published and nowadays no longer exists. 
The inscription is significant for the understanding of the content of the pillar. The one-
line inscription is reads as follows: “Life-giving Pillar”.    

The term “Life-giving Pillar” in the Christian exegesis and art was used as 
an epithet of the True Cross. Though, in the context of the image of the Illuminator of 
Georgia – St. Nino, it has obtained the meaning of the life-giving pillar of Svetitskhoveli 
as well. Inscription on the column reinforces and verifies the suggestion of the scholars 
regarding the existence of the earliest composition connected to the history of the con-
version of Kartli. 

It is noteworthy that this 10th century composition in the column precedes other 
compositions having similar content. In the sense of the formation of artistic thinking, 
the role of Oshki has been increased even more in the history of the development of 
Georgian art.
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ilustraciebis sia:

sur. 1. oSki, naxevrad Ria galerea samxreT-dasavleTiT, saerTo xedi 
(foto: n. CakvetaZe).

sur. 2. oSki,  naxevrad Ria galerea, rvawaxnaga burji, saerTo xedi 
Crdilo-aRmosavleTidan (foto: n. CakvetaZe).

sur. 3. oSki,  naxevrad Ria galerea, rvawaxnaga burji, svetisTavi 
(foto: n. CakvetaZe).

sur. 4. oSki,  naxevrad Ria galerea, rvawaxnaga burjis dasavleT wax­
nagi, vedreba (d. uinfildis mixedviT: Winfield, Some Early Medieval 
Figure Sculpture from North-East Turkey, sur. 20a.).

sur. 5. oSki,  naxevrad Ria galerea, rvawaxnaga burjis dasavleT wax­
nagi, saerTo sqema (j. ueinraitis mixedviT: Winfield, Some Early Medi-
eval Figure Sculpture from North-East Turkey, sur.14a.).

sur. 6. e. TayaiSvilis piradi arqivi (saqme #2232), rvawaxnaga burjis 
warwerebi, sqema (korneli kekeliZis saxelobis saqarTvelos xel­
nawerTa erovnuli centri).

sur. 7. e. TayaiSvilis piradi arqivi (saqme #2232), rvawaxnaga burjis 
Zelicxovlis warwera, sqema (korneli kekeliZis saxelobis saqarT­
velos xelnawerTa erovnuli centri).

sur. 8. e. TayaiSvilis piradi arqivi (saqme #2232), rvawaxnaga burjis 
warweraTa samuSao nusxa (korneli kekeliZis saxelobis saqarTve­
los xelnawerTa erovnuli centri).

List of illustrations:

Fig. 1. Oshki, semi-open gallery in the southwest, general view (Photo by N. 
Chakvetadze).

Fig. 2. Oshki, semi-open gallery, octagonal column, general view from the north-east 
(Photo by N. Chakvetadze).

Fig. 3. Oshki, semi-open gallery, octagonal column, column head (Photo by N. 
Chakvetadze).

Fig. 4. Oshki, semi-open gallery, west side of the octagonal column, prayer (according 
to D. Winfield).

Fig. 5. Oshki, semi-open gallery, west side of the octagonal column, general scheme 
(according to J. Wainwright).
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Fig. 6. E. Takaishvili’s personal archive (Case N 2232), octagonal column inscriptions, 
scheme (Korneli Keklidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts).  

Fig. 7. E. Takaishvili’s personal archive (Case N 2232), Dzelitskhoveli inscription of 
the Octagonal column, scheme (Korneli Keklidze Georgian National Centre of 
Manuscripts).

Fig. 8. E. Takaishvili’s personal archive (Case N 2232), working list of the inscriptions 
of the octagonal column (Korneli Keklidze Georgian National Centre of Manu-
scripts).


