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xelovnebis istoria _ ART HISTORY

kiti maCabeli

bolnisis qvajvaras kapitelis ornamentuli 
dekoris sistema

                                                                                                   
`ornamenti saxviTi xelovnebis yvela sxva saxeobaze 

ufro filosofiuria, radgan igi gamosaxavs ara 
           calkeul sagnebs da maT kerZo  mimarTebebs,

                                   aramed cxadyofs yofierebis msoflio formulebs~.                  
(pavle florenski)

    

qristianuli xelovnebis Camoyalibebis adreul etapze axali rwme­
nis ideebis gamosaxvisaTvis aucilebeli iyo Sesaferisi vizualuri 
leqsikonis Seqmna, rac axali mxatvruli formebis ZiebebTan iyo da­
kavSirebuli. qristianobis ZiriTadi ideis xorcSesxmisaTvis gansa­
kuTrebuli mxatvruli metyveleba iyo saWiro. ornamenti, figurul 
gamosaxulebasTan erTad, aqtiurad iyo CarTuli qristianuli xe­
lovnebis ganviTarebaSi, romlis Camoyalibeba mimdinareobda qveynis 
saerTo kulturuli aRmavlobis fonze, filosofiisa da Teologiis 
ganviTarebasTan kavSirSi.

yovel qveyanaSi ornaments aqvs mkafiod gamoxatuli specifi­
kuri  niSnebi, romlebic saukuneebis ganmavlobaSi Taobidan Taobas 
gadaecema. Sua saukuneebis xelovnebaSi ornamenti erTgvarad komu­
nikaciis saSualebac iyo, radgan esTetikuri daniSnulebis garda, mas 
simboluri funqcia hqonda. ornaments didi mniSvneloba hqonda mxat­
vruli formebis memkvidreobiTobisa da tradiciulobis SenarCune­
baSi. imavdroulad, istoriuli ganviTarebis gzaze igi mdidrdeboda 
gare samyarodan Semosuli da SemoqmedebiTad aTvisebuli motivebiT.

qarTuli tradiciuli arqiteqturuli ornamentis ganviTareba­
Si mniSvnelovani iyo qristianobis adreuli epoqa, rodesac safuZveli 
eyreboda xuroTmoZRvrebaSi qandakovani dekoris gamoyenebas. qarTu­
li plastikuri ornamentis am adreuli periodis Sesaxeb taZrebTan 
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erTad sayuradRebo masalas gvawvdis adreqristianuli qvajvarebi _ 
mcire arqiteqturuli formis sakulto Zeglebi, romelTa aRmarT­
vis xana (VI-VII ss.) saqarTveloSi qristianuli religiis aRmavlobis 
mniSvnelovan etaps ukavSirdeba.  qvajvaraTa Semamkobeli figuruli 
reliefebi da ornamentuli motivebi warmodgenas gvaZlevs am epoqis 
qarTul reliefur plastikaze da zogadad qristianuli ikonografiis 
ganviTarebis adreul etapze. qvajvarebis reliefur dekorSi ornamen­
ti mniSvnelovan adgils ikavebs, misi ganawileba mkacrad aris morge­
buli qvajvaras struqturas. ornamentis mxatvruli arsic xom imaSi 
mdgomareobs, rom igi warmoadgens saxviTi Tu ganyenebuli mxatvruli 
motivebis iseT sistemas, romelic awesrigebs nagebobis arqiteqtoni­
kas da emsaxureba konkretul sakralur sivrceSi adamianis CarTvas. 
ornamenti ganixileba ara damoukidebel mxatvrul qmnilebad, aramed 
arqiteqturuli formis ganuyofel nawilad. qvajvarebi, maT struqtu­
raze kargad morgebuli reliefuri ornamentebiT, amis saukeTeso ni­
muSebs gvTavazobs.

qvajvaraTa umetesobam Cvenamde sakmaod fragmentulad moaRwia, 
magram Cven xelT arsebuli masala sakmarisia am sakulto Zeglebis 
Tavdapirveli formis aRsadgenad, rac xerxdeba gadarCenili fragmen­
tebis SejerebiT adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTul reliefebze Semo­
naxul maT gamosaxulebebTan. qvajvaras uZvelesi reliefuri saxe eZa­
nis eklesiis (VI s.) aRmosavleTis fasadze aris warmodgenili. reliefze 
mkafiod aris naCvenebi qvajvaras yvela Semadgeneli nawili: safexure­
biani kvarcxlbeki, reliefebiT Semkuli qvis oTxwaxnaga sveti, uflis 
saflavis modeliT dagvirgvinebuli ornamentuli svetisTavi da bo­
los _ qvis skulpturuli jvari.1

dReisaTvis fragmentebs Soris qvajvaraTa TiTqmis yvela nawi­
li aris Semonaxuli. gairkva, rom eZanis reliefze gamosaxuli safe­
xuriani bazebis garda gavrcelebuli iyo monoliTuri kuburi bazebi, 
romelTa ramdenime nimuSma dRemde moaRwia.2 SedarebiT ufro mraval­
ricxovania saxarebis siuJetebiani reliefebiT Semkuli qvajvaraTa 
oTxwaxnaga svetebi.3 

1 Machabeli, Palestine Tradition, gv. 123-128.
2 maCabeli, qvajvara-Spolia, sur. 16, 17, 21, 24, 25, 26.
3 maCabeli, adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTuli qvajvarebi, il. 4-3, 14, 17, 35-
38.
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skulpturuli jvris Casamagrebeli svetis damagvirgvinebeli 
nawili _ svetisTavi yvela qvajvaraze ar aris SemorCenili. gadarCe­
nili fragmentebi arc ise mravalricxovania, rom SegveZlos zusti 
warmodgenis Seqmna qvajvaraTa am mniSvnelovani nawilis formebisa 
da dekoris nairsaxeobaze. Cvenamde moRweuli fragmentebis mixedviT 
xerxdeba mxolod zogierT qvajvaraTa kapitelebis xasiaTis garkveva.

zogierT qvajvaraze svetis kapiteli warmoadgens mkafio sqemiT 
Seqmnil orsarTulian arqiteqturul kompozicias, romelic ieru­
salimSi arsebul uflis saflavis nagebobis models asaxavs (ix. xandi­
sis, Zveli musxis, bolnisis, didi gomareTis, ukangoris qvajvarebi).1 

amJamad Seswavlili da gamoqveynebulia qvajvaraTa kapitelebis 
mniSvnelovani nimuSebi: dmanisis qvajvaras kapiteli jvris Tayvanisce­
mis reliefuri kompoziciiT dmanisidan,2 xandisis,3 brdaZoris,4 Zveli 
musxis,5 didi gomareTis6 qvajvaraTa kapitelebi.

bolnisis mxareTmcodneobis muzeumis qvis reliefebis koleqcia­
Si daculia adreuli Sua saukuneebis plastikuri xelovnebis gamor­
Ceuli qmnileba _ simbolur-ornamentuli reliefebiT Semkuli qvajva­
ras kapiteli, romlis ornamentuli dekori adreqristianuli qvis 
reliefuri qandakis unikalur nimuSs gvTavazobs. 

svetisTavi warmoadgens kubTan miaxlovebuli formis bloks 
odnav Sezneqili wiboebiT (simaRle _ 29 sm., zeda perimetri 35x35 sm., 
qveda perimetri  30,5x30,5 sm.). misi oTxive mxare reliefuri ornamen­
tuli kompoziciebiT aris dafaruli. ori waxnagis dekoris kompozi­
ciuri centria ornamentul medalionSi Casmuli tolmklava jvari, 
mesame mxaris mTavari motivia varduli medalionSi, meoTxe waxnagi 
urTierTgadamkveTi wreebiT Seqmnili rombuli badiT xaliCiseburad 
aris dafaruli.

kapitelis zedapiris reliefuri dekori, romelSic aTamde or­
namentuli motivi aris gamoyenebuli, maTi simravlis miuxedavad, ga­
datvirTulobis STabeWdilebas ar tovebs. dakvirvebisas kargad Cans, 
Tu rogori sifrTxiliT da zomierebis gZnobiT uTavsebs reliefebis 
ostati sxvadasxva mcenareul da geometriul motivebs kapitelis mxa­

1 Machabeli, Palestine Tradition, il. 3, 4, 5.
2 maCabeli, qvajvaras gamosaxuleba, gv. 63-70. 
3 Чубинашвили, Хандиси, sur. 2, 3, 8, 9.	
4  maCabeli, qristianuli Temebi, gv. 43-60.
5  maCabeli, Zveli musxis qvajvara, gv. 45-59.
6  maCabeli, adreqristianuli sakulto Zeglebi, gv. 20-25.
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tvrul-ideuri koncefciis wamyvan elements _ jvars. nairgvari mo­
tivebi da simboloebi erT originalur kompoziciad SemoqmedebiTi 
TavisuflebiT aris gaerTianebuli. saqme gvaqvs im iSviaT SemTxve­
vasTan, rodesac sakulto Zeglis erTi arqiteqturuli nawilis maga­
liTze SesaZlebeli aris msjeloba adre Sua saukuneebis qarTuli or­
namentuli „leqsikonis“ Taviseburebebze.

kapitelis dekoratiul kompoziciaSi CarTuli yvela ornamen­
tuli motivi Sedis V-VII saukuneebis saqarTveloSi gavrcelebul or­
namentul repertuarSi. maT umetesobas vxvdebiT bolnisis sionisa da 
adreuli Sua saukuneebis qvemo qarTlis eklesiaTa fasadebisa da qva­
jvarebis dekorSi. bolnisis qvajvaras kapiteli imis saintereso maga­
liTia, Tu ra mxatvrul-kompoziciuri saSualebebiT axerxebs ostati 
mis xelT arsebuli ornamentuli motivebis variaciebiT erTiani har­
moniuli dekoratiuli ansamblis Seqmnas. kapitelis reliefuri deko­
ris TiToeuli elementi, wminda mxatvrul-esTetikuri Rirebulebis 
garda, saerTo kompoziciaSi misi simboluri sazrisis gaTvaliswinebiT 
aris CarTuli, rac Teologiuri ideis adekvatur vizualur Sesatyvi­
sobas qmnis.

sakmaod farTo aris kapitelis dekorSi gamoyenebuli ornamen­
tuli motivebis gavrcelebis qronologiuri da geografiuli areali. 
mdidruli dekorisadmi midrekileba gansakuTrebulad axlo aRmosav­
leTis xelovnebaSi iCens Tavs. am samyaros nawili _ saqarTvelo, rome­
lic sakuTari ornamentuli repertuaris umdidres saganZurs flobda, 
aqtiurad eziareboda mowinave qveynebis xelovnebis miRwevebs, riTac 
amdidrebda sakuTar mxatvrul metyvelebas. qarTuli qristianuli xe­
lovnebis CamoyalibebisaTvis gansakuTrebiT aRsaniSnavia siriis qris­
tianuli xelovnebisa da sasanuri iranis dekoratiuli xelovnebis 
mniSvneloba. bolnisis qvajvaras kapitelis uxv reliefur dekorTan 
dakavSirebiT unda gavixseno sasanianTa iranSi arsebuli viTareba. ase 
magaliTad, qtezifonSi sasaxlis erT-erTi aivnis reliefur dekorSi 
Tvrameti sxvadasxva ornamenti aris gamoyenebuli,  kiSis (Kish) sasax­
leSi _ ormoci.1 yvela SemTxvevaSi ornamentis mravalferovneba os­
taturad aris damorCilebuli stilis moTxovnebs da harmoniul mxa­
tvrul mTlianobas qmnis.

V-VII saukuneTa qarTul xelovnebaSi mimdinare procesebis 
sworad Sesafaseblad uTuod gasaTvaliswinebelia adreuli Sua sauku­

1 Girshman, Iran, gv. 189.
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neebis am etapze arsebuli viTareba. qristianobis saboloo gamarjve­
bis Semdeg qveyanaSi yalibdeboda axali religiis Sesatyvisi xelovne­
ba, romelic mowodebuli iyo morwmuneTaTvis gasagebi mxatvruli eniT 
gadmoeca qristianuli rwmenis umTavresi arsi. am periodis qarTuli 
xelovneba aRmosavlurqristianuli kulturis organuli nawilia. am 
viTarebis gacnobierebis gareSe SeuZlebelia epoqis xelovnebis ganvi­
Tarebis sruli suraTis aRdgena.

bolnisis qvajvaras kapitelis reliefur dekorTan dakavSirebiT 
unda gavixseno cnobili frangi mkvlevris anri fosiionis mosazreba 
Sua saukuneebis qandakebaze: `Sua saukuneebis xelovneba warmoadgens 
sulis mdgomareobas, romelmac Tavisi gamoxatuleba hpova eklesiebis 
qvebSi iseve, rogorc religiur filosofiaSi~.1 mkvlevari samarTli­
anad miiCnevs, rom Sua saukuneebis moqandakeebi axerxebdnen qvaSi ga­
moexataT umTavresi religiuri dogmebi. am debulebis sailustraciod 
bolnisis qvajvaras svetisTavi SesaniSnav magaliTs gvTavazobs. 

kapitelis ori momijnave waxnagis reliefuri kompoziciebis 
mTavari Temaa tolmklava jvari medalionSi, romelic samkuTxedebis 
ornamentiT Semkuli ormagi zoliT aris Semowerili. adreuli qris­
tianuli epoqis saqarTvelos arqiteqturul dekorSi jvriani medali­
onis popularuli Temis gamoyeneba iseT sakulto ZeglebSi, rogoric 
qvajvarebia, savsebiT bunebrivia, Tu gavixsenebT am simboluri Temis 
siRrmiv mniSvnelobas. miuxedavad imisa, rom jvriani medalioniT Sem­
kuli ori waxnagis reliefuri kompozicia erTi sqemiT aris agebuli 
da orives  principulad erTnairi mxatvrul-ideuri datvirTva aqvs, 
maTSi gamoyenebul damatebiT ornamentul motivebs TiToeul maTganSi 
damatebiTi niuansi Seaqvs.

kapitelis wiboebi Camomtvreulia da amitom Zneli saTqmelia, 
rogor iyo damuSavebuli waxnagebis vertikaluri wiboebi. kargad 
ganirCeva kapitelis waxnagebis zeda da qveda moCarCoeba. erT waxnagze 
medalions qvemodan cerad mimarTuli CanaWdevebiT daserili sqeli 
lilvi sazRvravs (grexilis imitacia), zemodan _ urTierTgadamkveTi 
naxevarwreebis zoli. meore waxnagze medalions zemodan urTierT­
gadamkveTi wreebis CarCo sazRvravs, qvemodan _ urTierTgadamkveTi 
naxevarwreebis zoli.  

orive reliefuri jvari zustad erTnairi formisaa, erTnairia 

maTi kveTis teqnika. jvrebi saqarTveloSi am epoqaSi gavrcelebuli e. 

w. „bolnuri~ tipisaa. daxvewili formis boloebgafarToebuli jvris 

1 Focillion, L’art des sculpteurs, gv. 89.
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mklavebis forma tradiciulad, cerad CakveTili patara samkuTxa si­

brtyeebiT aris gamoyvanili. orive jvari medalions patara buniT 

ukavSirdeba. 

centraluri motivis sruli identurobis pirobebSi gansxvave­

bulia reliefuri kompoziciebis damatebiTi ornamentuli detalebi. 

kapitelis erT mxares medalions qvemoT mokle buni aqvs, romlidanac 

orive mxares simetriulad ori stilizebuli bafTa iSleba. medalio­

nis zemoT darCenil samkuTxa areebs sami mogrZo foTlisgan Sedgeni­

li mcenareuli ornamenti avsebs (medalionis diametri 28 sm.). meore 

waxnagze fonis oTxive kuTxes samfurcla ylortebi amkobs (qvemoT 

foTlebi mogrZo formisaa, zemoT _ samkuTxa formis).

qristianul xelovnebaSi garcelebuli „vertikaluri ierarqiis“ 

principze damyarebul qvajvaraTa struqturaSi kapitels gansakuTre­

buli adgili ukavia, amitomac mis reliefur kompoziciaSi jvriani 

medalionis Temas didi azrobrivi datvirTva aqvs da orjer ganmeo­

rebuli jvari aq sagangebo funqcias asrulebs. unda gavixsenoT, rom 

jvris sakraluri arsis fesvebi uSores warsulSi ikargeba. jvari sam­

yaros uZvelesi, umartivesi modeli iyo. jvris solarul mniSvnelobas 

emateboda Rrma sulieri sawyisebi, misi forma RmrTisaken, zecisken, 

maradiulobisken adamianis miswrafebas asaxavda. 

jvris kulti IV saukunis dasawyisidan iRebs saTaves. jvris Tay­

vaniscemam Zlieri impulsi miiRo qristes vnebaTa iaraRis simboluri 

identifikaciiT imperator konstantine didis „xilvis~ jvarTan. jvris 

oficialuri legalizacia swored am movlenasTan aris dakavSirebuli. 

pirveli qristiani imperatoris „Zlevis jvari~ grafikulad gamosaxu­

li labarumis _ Standartis saxiT farTod gavrcelda mTel saqris­

tianoSi.1 girlandaSi Casmuli jvari bizantiis imperatorTa triumfis 

simbolod iqca. amis mWevrmetyveli magaliTia konstantinopolSi im­

perator arkadiusis satriumfo svetis bazaze orgzis ganmeorebuli 

girlandaSi Casmuli jvari, romlis saswaulmoqmed Zalaze frTosani 

geniebis figurebi miuTiTeben.2 am SemTxvevaSi moxda qristianuli sim­

bolikis saimperatoro ikonografiasTan adaptacia, warmarTuli da 
qristianuli simboloebis sinTezi. 

1 maCabeli, Zveli qristianuli simbolika, gv. 80-107.
2 Grabar, L’empereur, tab. XIV-XV, gv. 158.  
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Zvirfasi TvlebiT Semkuli, mrgval CarCoSi Cawerili jvari aris 
CarTuli kopturi arkosoliumis freskis kompozociaSi (antinopoli­
si, VI s.).1 RmrTismSobeli analogiur jvars gadascems wminda moci­
qulebs petresa da pavles kairos kopturi muzeumis erT reliefze.2 
orive SemTxvevaSi jvriani gvirgvini sikvdilze qristes gamarjvebas 
ganasaxierebs. 

ar Sevexebi jvris Tayvaniscemis istorias, aRvniSnav mxolod 
saqarTveloSi jvris kultis gansakuTrebul mniSvnelobas. amasTa­
nave, yuradRebas SevaCereb qristianobis did centrebze, siriasa da 
kapadokiaze, romlebTanac saqarTvelos, adreuli Sua saukuneebidan 
mWidro kulturuli da sulieri kontaqtebi hqonda. sainteresoa, rom 
CvenTan, qristianuli aRmosavleTis msgavsad, eklesiebis gumbaTebisa 
da kamarebis Sesamkobad upiratesad jvris gamosaxuleba gamoiyenebo­
da. Sua bizantiur periodSi, rodesac bizantiuri taZrebis gumbaTebis 
moxatulobaSi qriste-pantokratoris saxe dominirebda, qristia­
nul aRmosavleTSi, kapadokiaSi, siria-palestinasa da saqarTveloSi 
taZarTa gumbaTebsa da kedlebze upiratesoba kvlav jvars eniWeboda.3

adreqristianul qarTul Zeglebze jvris ramdenime nairsaxeoba 
gvxvdeba, romelTagan yvelaze gavrcelebuli Cans tolmklava jvari 
medalionSi. jvris am tipis Taviseburebaze, qristianobis adreul epo­
qaSi mis popularobaze saqarTveloSi yuradReba SeaCera akad. g. Cubi­
naSvilma bolnisis sionisadmi miZvnil Tavis klasikur gamokvlevaSi.4 

taZris reliefur dekorSi mkvlevarma sagangebod gamohyo „wris seg­
mentebiT gamoxazuli, mkafiod gamokveTili konturebis mqone, mokle 
bunze aRmarTuli~ tolmklava jvris gamosaxulebebi, romlebsac taZ­
ris SemkulobaSi mniSvnelovani azrobrivi da mxatvruli datvirTva 
aqvs. medalionebSi Casmuli amgvari jvrebi ganlagebuli iyo rogorc 
bolnisis sionis fasadebze (aRm. fasadze afsidis sarkmlis Tavze, war­
weris teqstis centrSi; Crd. Sesasvlelis zemoT warweris Tavze; samxr. 
Sesasvlelis zemoT),5 aseve taZris interierSi (medalionSi Cawerili 
jvris sxvadasxva varianti). mkvlevarma srulad gaxsna am jvris re­
ligiur-simboluri sazrisi da mxatvruli arsi. misi azriT, „rogorc 
Cans, qtitorTa mier sagangebod sionis asagebad SekveTili am jvrebis 

1 Grabar, Deux monuments, gv. 4-5, sur. 4.
2 Grabar, dasax. naSr., sur. 5; Beckwith, Coptic Sculpture, sur. 111-112.
3 Teteriatnikov, The True-Cross, gv. 177-178, sur. 7.
4 Чубинашвили, Болнисский Сион, gv. 39-41, 182-188.
5 iqve, sur. 48-49, 111-112.
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ZiriTadi masa xuroTmoZRvris miTiTebiT iyo Sesrulebuli~.1 amitom 

iyo, rom mxatvrul-ideurad gaazrebuli es jvrebi nagebobis organul 

nawilad iqca. 

tolmklava jvari medalionSi gamoyenebulia ara mxolod bol­

nisis sionis reliefur dekorSi, aramed mravalricxovan qvajvarebze, 

romelTa fragmentebi ase Warbad gvxvdeba bolnisis sionis terito­

riaze (aRmoCenilia Tvrameti fragmenti). mexuTe saukunis xuroTmo­

ZRvris mier didi ostatobiT gamoyenebuli jvris es forma meordeba 

adreuli qristianobis qarTul qvajvarebze.2

jvris mrgvali moCarCoeba dasabams winaqristianul epoqaSi 

iRebs. ase magaliTad, svaneTis religiur praqtikaSi arsebuli ritua­

luri puri imkoboda jvris, an wreSi Caxazuli jvris gamosaxulebiT, 

romelic mzis kultis uZveles tradicias ukavSirdeboda da „zeciu­

ri mbrZaneblis~ simbolod aRiqmeboda.3 amgvarad, svaneTis sulier 

cxovrebaSi damkvidrebuli mTavari qristianuli simbolo-jvari saqa­

rTveloSi qristianobamde gacilebiT ufro adre arsebobda. jvris ga­

mosaxuleba amkobs TrialeTis yorRanSi aRmoCenil Savlaqian WurWels 

(Zv. w. II aTaswl.).4 

Tavi rom movuyaroT saqarTveloSi adreuli Sua saukuneebis 

Zeglebze gamosaxul jvriani medalionebis nairsaxeobebs, aRmoCnde­

ba, rom jvris tipis sruli igiveobisas, icvleba misi Semomfargvleli 

medalionis xasiaTi. medalionebis ramdenime nairsaxeoba gvxvdeba: lil­

vebiT Seqmnili sada CarCo, samkuTxedebis mwkriviT Sedgenili wriuli 

moCarCoeba (zog SemTxvevaSi gaormagebuli), koncentrul reliefur 

wrexazebs Soris paraleluri iribi CanaWdevebiT Seqmnili  „grexili~ 

lilvi an „mZiviseburi“ ornamenti. zog SemTxvevaSi tolmklava jvars 

aCarCoebs foTlovani motivi an „wiwviseburi~ grafikuli ornamenti, 

romelic dafnis gvirgvinis sqematur versias warmoadgens. 

jvriani medalionebi damaxasiaTebeli aris kapadokiis arqauli 

ikonografiisaTvis. adreuli kapadokiuri eklesiebi jvris gamosaxule­

baTa simravliT gamoirCeva. erT-erT aseT eklesiaSi, sinasosis wm. bas­

ilis eklesiaSi (VIII-IX ss.), romlis dekorSi jvris Tema aris wamyvani,  

1 iqve, gv. 178.
2 maCabeli, qvajvara-Spolia, sur. 11, 21, 24-26; tab. 3, 4.
3 Бардавелидзе, Древнейшие религиозные верования, gv. 175-176.
4 Куфтин, Археологические раскопки, tab. XXIV.
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absidSi gamosaxulia jvari warweriT „wm. konstantines niSani~. es aris 

miniSneba pirveli qristiani imperatoris xilvaze milviusis brZolis 

win. jvarTan gamosaxulia sami jvriani medalioni, romlebsac sami pa­

triarqis _ isakis, abraamisa da iakobis saxelebi axlavs.1 

jvris kults gansakuTrebuli adgili ekava siriaSic, sadac  

jvriani medalionebis reliefuri gamosaxulebebis nairgvari variacie­

bi gvxvdeba. reliefuri jvriani medalionebiT imkoboda siriel qris­

tianTa sacxovrebeli saxlebis Sesasvlelebi. karis balavris centrSi 

gamosaxul  jvrian medalionebs sxvadasxva ornamentuli motivi axlavs 

(mag. sami medalioni baSakuhis erT-erTi saxlis balavris qvaze, VI s.).2 

jvris  gamosaxuleba qristes mfarvelobis simbolod moiazreboda. 

imavdroulad, wreSi Casmuli tolmklava jvari codvebis universalu­

ri monaniebis simbolodac aRiqmeboda. 

CrdiloeT siriis nagebobebSi xSirad gamoiyeneboda warmarTu­

li nagebobebidan aRebuli diskebi sxvadasxva ornamentuli motivebiT. 

saeklesio ornamentikaSi diskebs Seerwya mTavari qristianuli simbolo 

_ jvari da jvriani medalionebi gadaiqca siriis eklesiebis gavrcele­

bul reliefur samkaulad.3 antioqiasTan arsebul wm. varlaamis qar­

Tuli monastris bazilikis konsolebze reliefur dekorSi CarTulia 

jvriani medalionebi sxvadasxva ornamentebiT (V-VI ss. mijna).4 

jvriani medalionebi gavrcelebuli iyo koptur reliefebSic, 

romlebsac adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTul plastikasTan bevri 

saerTo mxatvruli niSani akavSirebs. amaze metyvelebs adreqristia­

nul qarTul reliefebSi kopturi xelovnebisaTvis damaxasiaTebeli 

1 Jolive-Levy, La Cappadoce, gv. 19, sur. gv. 21; gv. 39-40, gv. 41. jvriani 
medalionebi gamosaxulia kapadokiis bevr  eklesiaSi: geremeSi _ karan­
lik-kilisesa da elmalis eklesiebSi (Arts de Cappadoce, foto 50, 70), zilviesa 
da Teotokosis kapelebSi da giuli-deres eklesiaSi (Jerphanion, Les églises rup-
estres, tab. 26

4
, 34

2
, 144).

2 Peña, The Christian Art, gv. 172.
3 Butler, Early Churches, gv. 230, sur. 245, nn. 8, 10, 12, 18, 24.
4  Djobadze, Vorläufiger Bericht, tab. 52

2
. sxvadasxva saxis ornamentebian medalioneb­

Si Casmuli tolmklava jvrebi farTod iyo gavrcelebuli axlo aRmosavleTis 
eklesiebis reliefur dekorSi. maT Soris  aRsaniSnavia ptolemes (Ptolemais) 
centraluri eklesiis sarkmlis saTaurze ormag wreSi Caxazuli tolmklava 
jvari, tauSeiras (Taucheira) taZris sarkmlis impostze jvriani medalionebi, 
V-VI ss. mijna (Ward-Perkins, Goodchildt, Christian Monuments,  gv. 146, 165, 166).
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kompoziciuri sqemebis zogierTi niSnis arseboba.1 moviyvan ramdenime 
magaliTs kopturi xelovnebidan: isidas Zvel egviptur taZarSi kun­
Zul fileze iustinianes dros daarsebul wm. stefanes eklesiaSi aris 
jvriani medalionis reliefuri gamosaxuleba, romelsac axlavs war­
wera: „jvarma gaimarjva, igi mudam gaimarjvebs~. am SemTxvevaSi mox­
da konstantineseuli Zlevis jvris Serwyma qristes vnebis iaraRTan 
_ sikvdilze gamarjvbis niSanTan.2 tolmklava jvrebi sxvadasxva tipis 
medalionebSi gvxvdeba koptur samarx stelebze (VII s.)3  da arqiteq­
turuli nagebobebis sxvadasxva nawilebis reliefur dekorSi (TaReb­
Si, kapitelebze).4 

bolnisis qvajvaras kapitelze orive jvriani medalioni sam­
kuTxedebis ormagi zoliT aris SemosazRvruli. medalionis es saxeoba 
gavrcelebuli Cans V-VII saukuneTa qarTul reliefebze. amis araerTi 
magaliTis moyvana SeiZleba. samkuTxedebis mwkriviT Seqmnili jvriani 
medalionebi gansakuTrebiT gavrcelebuli Cans qvemo qarTlis V-VII ss-
Ta qvajvaraTa svetebsa da bazebze. rogorc Cans, medalionebis amgvari 
samkaulis popularoba am regionSi adgilobriv saxelosnoTa damaxa­
siaTebel niSnad unda CaiTvalos.

analogiuri reliefuri jvriani medalionebia bolnisis sionSi 
aRmoCenil ramdenime warwerian stelaze da reliefur kompoziciebSi,5 

qvemo qarTlis eklesiebis wyobaSi Cadgmul qvajvaraTa fragmentebze 
(abul-bugis,  baliWis, orsaydrebis  da sxv.).6

samkuTxedis simboluri arsi adreqristianul xelovnebaSi wmin­
da samebasTan iyo dakavSirebuli. tolferda samkuTxedi qristianobis 
pirvel saukuneebSi RmerTis sambunebovanebas asaxavda. amis damadas­
turebeli masala sakmaod moipoveba sxvadasxva xalxTa xelovnebaSi. 

1 Мачабели, Каменные кресты, gv. 56. koptebTan qarTvel moRvaweTa kulturuli 
da literaturuli kavSirebis Sesaxeb ix. k. kekeliZe, Zveli qarTuli, gv. 88, 
Semd. 
2 Nautin, La conversion du temple, gv. 35; Dijkstra, Religios Violance, gv. 38-40, sur. 4.
3 Kitzinger, Early Medieval, tab. 15, gv. 32; Dalton, Byzantine Art, sur. 86.
4 Dalton, Byzantine Art, sur. 21, 86; Schläger, Die neuen Grabungen, sur. 66.
5 Чубинашвили, Болнисский Сион, gv. 102-193, nax. 49, 53, 75, 76, 111, 112.
6 jafariZe, adreuli Sua saukuneebis arqeologiuri Zeglebi, tab. III, 2, 3, XV, 
2, XIX; maCabeli, adreuli Sua  saukuneebis qarTuli qvajvarebi, tab. 59, 65; 
maCabeli, qvajvara-Spolia, sur. 11, 27, 38, tab. III, 2; Чубинашвили, Хандиси, tab. 
74, 90.
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me Sors var im azrisagan, rom samkuTxedebis mwkrivi medalionebis 
dekorSi mxolod am azrobriv datvirTvas atarebs. 

samkuTxedebis mwkriviT Seqmnili jvris wriuli moCarCoe­
ba SeiZleba ganvixiloT, rogorc or wrexazs Soris Cawerili texi­
li xazi, romelic Tavisi Tanabarzomieri ritmuli naxatiT sibrtyeze 
gvirgvinis Tavisebur proeqciad moiazreba. amgvari varaudis uflebas 
gvaZlevs zemomoyvanili artefaqtebi _ dafnis gvirgvinis sqematur 
gamosaxulebebSi CarTuli tolmklava jvrebi. 

samkuTxedebian medalionSi Casmuli tolmklava jvari, monu­
menturi xelovnebis sxvadasxva dargis garda, mcire-dekoratiuli xe­
lovnebis nawarmoebebSi gvxvdeba. amis erT-erTi magaliTia konstan­
tinepoluri naxelavi oqros Wviruli sayure (VII s.) riCmondis muzeumSi 
(virjinia).1 

samkuTxedebis mwkriviT Seqmnil medalionebTan dakavSirebiT 
uTuod unda mivmarToT sakuTriv saqarTveloSi arsebul masalebs, ro­
melTa Soris pirvel rigSi unda davasaxeloT Cv. welTaRricxvis pirvel 
saukuneTa adgilobrivi oqromWedlobis nimuSi sofel aragvispiridan 
_ iberiis didebulis samarxSi (III-IV ss.) aRmoCenili ZowiTa da minan­
qriT Semkuli oqros medalioni, romlis ornamentuli kompozicia 
uaRresad mniSvnelovania qristianuli epoqis jvriani medalionebis 
genezisis dadgenisaTvis.2 ornamentuli kompoziciis centrSi moTavse­
bul oTxfurcla vardulis garSemo koncentrulad ganlagebuli aris 
dekoraciuli wreebi, romelTagan erT-erTi warmoadgens TavSeqcev­
iT „akinZuli~ samkuTxedebis feradovan mwkrivs. amgvarad, winaqris­
tianuli xanis aRmosavlurqarTul saoqromWedlo nawarmoebSi vxedavT 
ornamentuli medalionis mxatvruli gadawyvetis princips, romelic 
momdevno xanaSi, ukve qristianul epoqaSi, yvelaze popularul sim­
bolur-religiuri Temis gadawyvetaSi daimkvidrebs adgils.

qarTul qvis reliefebze esoden gavrcelebuli samkuTxedebiani 
medalionebis kveTis Taviseburebac garkveul safuZvels iZleva am or­
namentuli motivis Zirebis mosaZieblad. bolnisis sionis fasadebisa da 
interieris dekorSi gamoyenebuli jvriani medalionebis samkuTxede­
biT Sedgenili ornamenti qvis Wris erT teqnikur xerxs emyareba. min­

1 Wetzmann, Age of Spirituality, n. 290.
2 ramiSvili, jorbenaZe, arqeologiuri kvlevani, tab. III.
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iaturuli samkuTxa elementebi Seqmnilia patar-patara sibrtyeebis 
iribad amokveTiT, ris Sedegadac miiReba samkuTxedebis mwkrivi, ro­
melsac gansakuTrebuli cxovelxatuloba Seaqvs am ornamentul Te­
maSi. reliefuri samkuTxedebis mwkrivSi Suq-Crdilis cimcimi Tavisi 
arsiT exmianeba kapadokiur mxatvrobaSi jvruli medalionebis moCar­
CoebaSi gamoyenebul TeTri da wiTeli samkuTxedebis feradovnebas.

jvriani medalionebis ornamentis kveTis mxatvrul-teqnikuri 
xerxebi qvis damuSavebis mdgrad adgilobriv tradiciaze mianiSnebs. 
amasTanave, cxadi xdeba qvis plastikis xelobis uSualo kavSiri qarTu­
li xeze kveTis uZveles xalxur xelovnebasTan. xis sisqeSi amokveTili 
samkuTxedebis mwkrivebis nairgvari variaciebi amkobs qarTuli xeze 
kveTis uZveles numuSebs (mag. tradiciuli qarTuli dedaboZis Semku­
lobaSi gamoyenebuli samkuTxedebis ornamenti, samkuTxedebis mwkri­
viT Sedgenili medalionebis ornamenti xis avejis dekorSi).1 es mdgo­
mareoba savsebiT bunebrivia, radgan qvajvarebi iqmneboda xalxuri 
cxovrebis wiaRSi da qvis reliefebis mxatvrul da teqnikur mxareze 
gavlenas axdenda xalxuri xelovnebis sxvadasxva dargi. amitom aris, 
rom qvajvarebis reliefebze vxedavT ara mxolod xalxuri xeze kve­
Tis, aramed Weduri xelovnebisaTvis damaxasiaTebel mxatvrulsa Tu 
teqnikur xerxebs.  

samkuTxedebis ornamentebian medalionSi Cawerili tolmklava 
jvrebi gvxvdeba VI-VII saukuneTa kapadokiis (balkan derezi, geremes 
N18 eklesia da  kapela 21)2 da siriis eklesiebis dekorSi (bankuSas, 
kefr kilas, baSmiSlis, razm al-kanafezis eklesiebi).3 

bolnisis kapitelis erT waxnagze jvriani medalioni gamo­
saxulia patara buniT, romlidanac simetriulad ori bafTa iSleba. 
kompoziciis es detali sasanur irans ukavSirdeba. saqarTveloSi qris­
tianuli kulturis Camoyalibebis periodSi erT-erTi mZlavri mxat­
vruli impulsi sasanuri iranidan modioda, romlis uSualo mezoblo­
bas didi mniSvneloba hqonda saqarTvelos politikur da socialur 
istoriaSi. erTi SexedviT TiTqos paradoqsulia, magram sasanur irans 
garkveuli wvlili miuZRvis qristianuli ikonografiis Camoyalibeba­
Si, ornamentuli repertuaris SeqmnaSi. sasanuri xelovnebis zegavlena 
arsebiTia ara mxolod axlo aRmosavleTisa da samxreT kavkasiis xalx­

1 Чубинашвили, Грузинская художественная резьба, tab. 15, 16, Semd.
2 Arts de Cappadoce, gv. 147, il. 42, 72; Jerphanion, Les églises rupestres, tab. 204.
3 Peña, The Christian Art, gv.100; Nasrallah,  Les reliefs crétienns, t. 38, naw. 1-2, tab. III, 3.
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Ta qristianuli xelovnebis ganviTarebaSi, misi meSveobiT aRmosavlu­

ri tradiciebis gavrcelebam mniSvnelovanwilad gansazRvra bizantiu­

ri da romanuli xelovnebis ganviTarebac.1 

istoriuli viTarebidan gamomdinare, saqarTveloSi kargad ic­

nobdnen sasanur iranSi gavrcelebul Temebsa da simboloebs. adreuli 

Sua saukuneebis qarTuli reliefuri plastikis qmnilebebis magali­

Tze SeiZleba Tvali gavadevnoT, Tu rogor aRiqmeboda da asimilir­

deboda adgilobriv niadagze sxva religiuri mrwamsis xelovnebidan 

momdinare zogierTi Temebi da motivebi, rogor gadaiazrebdnen qarT­

veli ostatebi uZveles simboloebsa da winaqristianuli xelovnebis 

elementebs.

sasanuri xelovnebis repertuaridan aRebuli simboluri mo­

tivebi originalurad gamoiyeneboda qarTuli qristianuli xelovnebis 

Camoyalibebis adreul etapze. ornamentuli kompoziciebis struq­

turebSi isini maTi siRrmivi azrobrivi mniSvnelobis gaTvaliswinebiT 

iyvnen CarTulni. erTi im motivTagani, romelsac qarTveli ostate­

bi iyenebdnen Tavis reliefur kompoziciebSi, iyo sasanuri samefo 

bafTebis („osti“) Tema, romelic adreul qarTul reliefebSi jvris 

gamosaxulebebTan Cndeba. es ornamentuli motivi, romelic sasanuri 

iranis Zlierebis epoqaSi cnobili iyo, rogorc gamarjvebisa da meufe­

obis simbolo, qristianul xelovnebaSi qristianobis mTavar siwmindes 

_ jvars daukavSirda. 

bafTebi, romlebsac vxedavT sasanuri iranis xelovnebis sxva­

dasxva dargis qmnilebebSi, mmarTvelTa Zalauflebis, warCinebulobisa 

da didebulebis oficialur niSnad iyo aRiarebuli. bafTebi samefo 

atributs, Tavisebur insignias warmoadgenda. samefo gvirgvini, ro­

melsac sasanur kldis reliefebze RvTaeba miTra gadascems iranis 

mbrZaneblebs, wminda bafTebiT aris damSvenebuli. iranis SahTa satri­

umfo reliefebze Sahis gvirgvinze yvelgan samefo bafTebi frialebs. 

amis araerTi magaliTis moyvana SeiZleba: firuzabadSi _ „ardaSir I-is 

triumfi~; nakS-i rustamis monumentur reliefze, sadac  miTra ar­

daSir I-s Zalauflebis simbolos _ bafTian diademas awvdis. samefo 

bafTebs vxedavT sainvestituro reliefebze  biSapurSi, nakS-i rustam­

Si, tak-i bostanSi.2 samefo bafTebi axlavs iranis SahTa gamosaxule­

1 Girshman, Iran, gv. 297-300.
2 Girshman, Iran, il. 164-165, 168, 211, 15; Луконин, Искусство, древнего Ирана, gv. 178.
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bebs VI saukunis oqros da vercxlisa langrebsa1 da samoneto gamosaxu­
lebebze.2 

sasanuri samefo bafTebis gansakuTrebuli simboluri mniSvne­
lobis dasturia kompoziciebi, sadac triumfisa da nadirobis sce­
nebSi CarTulia genia (frTosani biWi), romelic Sahs wminda bafTas 
awvdis. amis magaliTebia Sapur I-is reliefi biSapurSi, III s.,3 cimbirSi, 
md. siniaze aRmoCenili vercxlis langari Sah iezdigerdis nadirobis 
sceniT, IV-V ss.4 

saqarTvelos iranTan istoriulad mWidro kontaqtebi Camouya­
libda da adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTul xelovnebaSi aSkarad 
ikveTeba sasanuri iranidan asimilirebuli elementebi. ufro metic, 
arsebobs mosazreba, rom swored saqarTvelom (ufro farTod _ samx­
reT kavkasiam) mniSvnelovani roli Seasrula sasanuri xelovnebis 
formebis gavrcelebaSi TviT evropamde.5 

qarTveli ostatebi qristianobis mier SemoTavazebuli mxat­
vruli amocanebis gadasawyvetad sakuTar mxatvrul tradiciebs emya­
rebodnen, magram amasTanave mimarTavdnen Tanadroul mowinave civili­
zaciaTa monapovrebsac.  saqarTvelos uSualo mezoblis, iranis Zlieri 
samefos ZaliTa da RirsebiT aRsavse mxatvruli samyarodan aRebuli 
motivebi da Temebi qarTvel ostatTa mier gauazreblad da meqaniku­
rad rodi gamoiyeneboda. am SemTxvevaSi Cven saqme gvaqvs im motivebisa 
da Temebis kargad gaazrebul, mizanmimarTul SerCevasTan, romlebic 
axlos iyo adgilobriv mxatvrul warmodgenebTan da Seesabameboda 
mxatvrul da ideologiur amocanebs.6

bolnisis qvajvaras kapitelze simetriulad gaSlili bafTebi 
medalionis moxazulobas miuyveba, maTi gafarToebuli boloebi erwy­
mis medalions da kompozicias simyares da dasrulebulobas aniWebs.

 analogiuri reliefuri kompozicia amkobs saTxis eklesiis Crd. 
ekvderis sakurTxevlis samxr. pilastris Tavze kedelSi gverdulad   

1 Girshman, Iran, tab. 244, 245, 253; В. Г. Луконин, Искусство древнего Ирана, gv. 176.
2 Girshman, Iran, il. 307, 310, 311.
3 Луконин, Искусство древнего Ирана, gv. 182.
4 Бауло, Сасанидское блюдо, gv. 142-148.
5 Girshmann, Iran, gv. 302.
6 saqarTvelo-iranis kulturuli kavSirebis Sesaxeb ix. Мачабели, Памятник 
сасанидского искусства; misive, Группа памятников; Андгуладзе, Из истории 
взаимоотношений; Мачабели, К вопросу о восточных элементах,  gv. 113-117. misive, 
saqarTvelo da irani, gv. 21-39. 
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Cadgmul qvajvaras bazas.1 kompozicia warmoadgens ormagi ornamentu­
li zoliT Seqmnil medalions (grexili zoli da samkuTxedebis wyeba), 
romelSic daxvewili formis tolmklava jvari aris moTavsebuli (pa­
tara bunze). medalionis Ziridan orive mxares simetriulad sasanu­
ri samefo bafTebi iSleba. jvrian kompoziciaSi sasanuri elementebis 
ostaturi CarTviT, mwyobri struqturiT, elementebis daxvewilobiT 
qvajvaras es baza V-VII saukuneebis qvemo qarTlis skulpturuli saxe­
losnos gamorCeuli qmnilebaa. 

sasanuri bafTebis dakavSirebas jvrian medalionTan vxvdebiT 
reliefur arqitravze qvemo qarTlis sofel giulbagidan (V-VI ss. 
mijna).2 reliefis kompoziciuri principi zustad imeorebs bolnisis 
kapitelisa da saTxis qvajvaras dekoris princips. igive sqema aris 
gamoyenebuli akvanebis eklesiis (VI s. meore naxevari) interierSi samx­
reTis karis balavris ornamentul dekorSi. reliefuri kompoziciis 
centrSi gamosaxulia jvriani medalioni, romlis Ziridan simetriulad 
or-ori sasanuri bafTa iSleba.  reliefis kveTis manera, kompozici­
is Semadgeneli motivebis repertuari qvemo qarTlis zemoxsenebuli 
reliefebis wres ukavSirdeba.3 sasanuri bafTebi jvarTan erTad gamo­
yenebulia bolnisis sionis aRm. fasadis reliefur filaze (VII-VIII ss.).4 

sagulisxmoa, rom bolnisis sionSi sasanuri samefo bafTebi 
mcenareul motivebTan aris dakavSirebuli. magaliTad moviyvan ekle­
siis samxr. portikis kapitelis ori gverdis reliefur kompoziciebs 
stilizebuli xeebis gamosaxulebebiT. xeebis qveda totebi sasanur 
samefo bafTebad aris gardaqmnili da zemoTken simetriulad gaSlili.5  
amgvarad, originalurad stilizebul xeebs ostatma garkveuli sim­
boluri mniSvneloba mianiWa da CarTo isini eklesiis saRvTismetyvelo 
konteqstSi. sasanuri samefo bafTebi am „ieratiul xeebs~ damatebiT 
azrobriv Rirsebas matebs.  

qarTveli moqandake sasanuri ornamentuli repertuaridan aRe­
bul  elementebis sakuTar interpretacias gvTavazobs. sasanur re­
liefebze samefo bafTebi Tavisuflad frialebs, Cven reliefebze ki 

1 maCabeli, qvajvara-Spolia, sur. 9, tab. III, 2.
2 Чубинашвили, Хандиси,  tab. 40, gv 74.
3 rCeuliSvili, qarTuli xuroTmoZRvrebis sami ucnobi Zegli, gv. 37, sur. 15, 
tab. 24.
4 Чубинашвили, Болнисский Сион, gv. 106-107, nax. 81.
5 iqve, nax. 98, tab. V.
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moqandake am simbolur detals sruliad gansxvavebulad gadmoscems _ 

ieratiulad, zemoTken aRmarTuli formiT. am reliefebSi kargad Cans, 

rom qarTveli moqandakeebi kanonikuri Temebis mimarT sakuTar, origi­

nalur mxatvrul midgomas iyenebdnen. 

kapitelis mesame mxareze sada medalionSi Cawerili eqvsfurc­

la varduli aris gamosaxuli. adreqristianuli reliefebis Seswavlam 

gviCvena, rom xSirad martivi ornamentuli motivebi, maT Soris vardu­

lebi, maTi faruli simboluri mniSvnelobiT gamoiyeneboda. uZveles 

solarul motivs _ varduls ramdenime mniSvneloba hqonda. erT-erTi 

simboluri interpretaciiT, igi Seqmnilia centridan gamomavali sxi­

vebiT, rac RvTaebrivi Zalis gamosxivebad aRiqmeboda. grigol noseli 

varduls Tvlida RvTiuri naTelis sxivosnobad, romelic RmerTis ar­

sebobaze mianiSnebs.1 imavdroulad, varduli, es uZvelesi astraluri 

simbolo, misi mcenareuli sawyisidan gamomdinare, adreul Sua sauku­

neebSi sicocxlis xis niSnadac moiazreboda. amitomac varduli siwmin­

disa da  RvTaebrivis iseTive simbolod iyo miCneuli, rogorc jvari. 

semantikurad varduli mWidrod ukavSirdeboda jvris  gamosaxu­

lebas da mas jvris tolfasi simboluri datvirTva hqonda da igi 

xSirad tolmklava jvris Semcvlel elementadac gamoiyeneboda. amis 

araerTi magaliTi gvaqvs Sua saukuneebis xelovnebaSi: marmarilos re­

liefuri fila san pietro in vales eklesiidan ferentiloSi, merovin­

guli relikvariumi sen benua siur luarSi, wm. ioanes baptisteriumis 

samxr. fasadis reliefi puatieSi.2 VI-VIII saukuneebis am reliefebze 

varduli medalionSi jvris identurad aris gamoyenebuli.

varduliani medalionis amgvari gamoyenebis magaliTebi gvxvdeba 

adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTul reliefebze. amis mWevrmetyveli mag­

aliTia meeqvse saukunis qvajvaras kapiteli dmanisidan jvris Tay­

vaniscemis reliefuri sceniT (saqarTvelos erovnuli muzeumi, 

S. amiranaSvils sax. xelovnebis muzeumi).3 SeiZleba iTqvas, rom dma­

nuri kapitelis reliefuri dekori bolnuri kapitelis ikonografi­

uli programis identuria. dmanuri kapitelis or waxnagze samsafex­

1 Щипина, Григорий Нисский,  gv. 149-150.
2 Hubert, Porcher, Folbach, Frühzeit des Mittelalters, il. 48, 311, 278.
3 maCabeli, qvajvaras gamosaxuleba, gv. 63-70, sur. 4; misive, qarTuli qvajva-
rebi, gv. 37-45, il. 1.
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urian bazaze aRmarTuli jvriani medalioni aris gamosaxuli, mesame 
waxnagze _ analogiur kvarcxlbekze aRmarTul medalionSi Cawerili 
varduli. kapitelis reliefur programaSi varduliani medalionis 
amgvari CarTviT, am ornamentuli motivis erTgvari monumentalizaci­
iT, damoukidebel „xatad~ misi warmodgeniT ostatma xazi gausva jvri­
an kompoziciebTan am motivis Tanabar mniSvnelobas. amaze mianiSnebs 
vardulis Sesrulebis teqnikuri xerxebic, romlebic zustad imeo­
rebs jvrebis damuSavebis meTodebs (ormagi lilvis relifuri naxati, 
ceradkveTili miniaturuli sibrtyeebiT Seqmnili formebi). 

varduli, romelic Tavisi sawyisebiT uZveles solarul niSnebs 
miekuTvneba, gvxvdeba axlo aRmosavleTis arqiteqturul dekorSi da 
mcire xelovnebis nawarmoebebSi. vardulis Tema Tavs iCens siriuli 
eklesiebis balavrebze (VI s.).1 

gansakuTrebiT xSiria vardulis motivi VI-VII saukuneTa sasanur 
vercxlis WurWelze (vercxlis kaTxebisa da surebis fskerze, vercxlis 
langrebis centrSi).2 vardulis simbolur-ornamentuli Tema gamoi­
yeneboda brinjaos sacecxlurebis fskeris dekorSi (ix. sacecxlurebi 
eSmolisa da harvardis universitetebis3 da saqarTvelos muzeumebSi4). 
amgvarad, VI saukunis bolnisis qvajvaras kapitelze varduliani meda­
lionis Tema adrebizantiur qristianul samyaroSi gavrcelebuli am 
ornamentuli motivis simbolur arsTan  sruli SesabamisobiT aris 
gamoyenebuli.

urTierTgadamkveTi wrexazebis ornamenti kapitelis meoTxe wax­
nags xaliCiseburad faravs. wreebis gadakveTiT iqmneba sammagi xaziT 
Semowerili Sezneqilgverdebiani kvadratebis bade. kapitelis dekor­
Si aqtiurad aris CarTuli urTierTgadamkveTi naxevarwreebis orna­
mentic. es ornamenti uxvad aris gamoyenebuli bolnisis sionis re­
liefebSi.5 am ornamentis nairgvari variaciebi gamoyenebulia taZris 
kapitelebis dekorSi. igive ornamenti amkobs pilastrebis bazebs da 
taZris kedlebSi CaSenebul fragmentebs.6 

1 Butler, Early Churches, sur. 248. adrebizantiuri siriuli qalaqis baSakuhis 
(Bashakuh) erT-erTi saxlis (VI s.) balavris qvaze gamosaxulia sami medalio­
ni: Sua medalionSi _ jvari, marcxenaSi _ eqvsqimiani varskvlavi  (varduli?), 
marjvenaSi _ rvamklaviani tolmklava jvari (Peña,  The Christian Art, sur. 172). 
2 Орбели, Тревер, Сасанидский металл, tab. 43, 54, 57, 34,1-2.
3 Hamilton, Thuribles, tab. IX (Ashm. 593); Harward University Art, gv. 165-166.
4 maCabeli, adreqristianuli liturgikuli nivTebi, tab. III, XVI, XIX.
5 Чубинашвили, Болнисский Сион, gv. 177, sur. 105, 106, 107.
6 iqve, gv. 178-182, tab. VI, VII, VIII, sur. 108-109.
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siriis, egviptis, romis, kapadokiis qristianuli taZrebisa da 
sasanuri iranis sasaxleebis dekorSi gavrcelebuli geometriuli or­
namentis es tipi saqarTveloSi Tavis namdvil ayvavebas swored bolni­
sis sionis Seqmnis epoqaSi aRwevs.1 am ornamentis gamoyenebis masStabebi 
da misi mravalferovani variaciebi misi didi mxatvruli potencialis 
dasturia.2 gansakuTrebiT popularuli iyo es ornamenti sasanur Stu­
kis reliefebSi, saidanac unda gavrcelebuliyo qristianul xelovne­
baSi.3 ornamentis es nairsaxeoba gvxvdeba adre Sua saukuneebis evro­
pul xelovnebaSic (ix. wm. agilbertas  sarkofagi Juaris monastris wm. 
pavles kriptaSi, 665 w.).4 

bolnisis kapitelis reliefur dekorSi mcenareuli motivebic 
aris gamoyenebuli. ornamentul kompoziciaSi maT meorexarisxovani 
adgili ukaviaT. mcenareuli motivebi xazgasmuli sibrtyobriobiT ga­
moirCeva, rac xazs usvams saerTo ornamentul ansamblSi maT damxmare 
mniSvnelobas. kapitelis mcenareuli motivebis paralelebs bolnisis 
sionis reliefur dekorSi vxvdebiT. 

erT-erTi aseTi mcenareuli ornamentia vazis motivi, romelic 
kapitelis xaliCiseburi ornamentiT Semkul mxareze kompoziciis zeda 
CarCos qmnis. sicocxlis xis uZveles simbolur TemasTan semantikurad 
dakavSirebuli vazis motivi, romelic samoTxis simbolod moiazre­
boda, farTod gavrcelda qarTul xelovnebaSi. bolnisis kapitelis 
vazis ornamenti Sua saukuneebis qarTul plastikaSi am Temis ganvi­
Tarebis sawyis etaps ganekuTvneba.5 

vazis ornamentis simbolizmi Tavad macxovris sityvebSi devs. 
macxovari sakuTar Tavs vazs adarebs, Tavis mowafeebs ki rtoebs 
(ioane, XV, 1-5). vazis gamosaxuleba morwmuneTaTvis Tavad qristeze 
pirdapiri miniSneba iyo. aqedan cxaddeba qristianTaTvis vazis gamo­
saxulebis mTavari simboluri mniSvneloba _ ziarebis saidumlosTan 
mistikuri kavSiri. 

1 Gawlikovski, Sztuka Syrii, tab. VIII; Jolivet-Lévy, La Cappadoce, gv. 40; Girshmann, Iran, 
il. 105.
2 am popularuli ornamentis aRsaniSnavad gamoiyeneba terminebi „Unendliche 
Rapport“ (aloiz rigli) da „Muster ohne Ende“ (Jozef strJigovski).
3 sasanuri Stukis reliefebis Sesaxeb ix. Vazeg Abbasi, Mehrafarin, Mosavihaji, Ana-
lysis Typology, gv. 111-128, sur. 10-11.
4 Bernheimer, A Sasanian Monument, gv. 221-232, sur. 6, 13.
5 vazis ornamentis Sesaxeb qarTul xelovnebaSi ix. Чубинашвили, Памятники 
типа Джвари, gv. 136-137, 157, 186-187; maCabeli, qarTuli qristianuli, gv. 66-
72.
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vazis simboluri motivi kapadokiis adreuli eklesiebis  moxa­

tulobaTa programebSi jvris TemasTan erTad samoTxis simbolod 

aris  CarTuli (zelve, balkan derezi da sxv. eklesiebi).1 

Cveni kapitelis am waxnagze yurZnis sami mtevani da ori foToli 

aris SemorCenili. zedapiris dazianebis miuxedavad, kargad ganirCeva 

yurZnis mtevnis damaxasiaTebeli damuSaveba, romelic axloa bolnisis 

sanaTlavis kapitelze yurZnis mtevnis gadmocemasTan: odnav amoweuli 

brtyeli zedapiri daxazulia ujredebad, romelTac momrgvalebuli 

kideebi aqvT. amgvarad aris aRniSnuli yurZnis marcvlebi.2   

adreqristianuli qarTuli qvajvarebis svetisTavebis 

struqturuli maxasiaTeblebis kvleva jer ar dasrulebula, ami­

tom bolnisis kapitelis formas mxolod mokled Sevexebi. Cvenamde 

moRweuli kapitelebis ganxilvam gviCvena maTi formebis nairgvaro­

ba. bolnisis kapitelis dekoratiuli kompoziciis garCevisas dadgi­

nda mis dekorSi gamoyenebuli ornamentuli repertuarisa da qvaze 

kveTis teqnikis TaviseburebaTa upiratesi gavrceleba qvemo qarTlis 

regionSi. rac Seexeba bolnisis kapitelis formas, saqarTvelos am is­

toriul kuTxeSi mas ramdenime analogi moeZebneba. erTerTi uaxloe­

si paraleli aris zemoxsenebuli dmanisis qvajvaras kapiteli jvris 

Tayvaniscemis sceniT.3 kapiteli warmoadgens kubTan daaxloebul qvis 

bloks odnav Sezneqili waxnagebiT, rac kapitels odnav amsubuqebs da 

garkveul daxvewilobas matebs. analogiuri formis kapitelebi aris 

brdaZoris da ganTiadis (dmanisis r-ni) qvajvarebze, didi gomare­

Tis erT-erTi qvajvaras fragmentze,4 bolnisis muzeumis koleqciaSi 

dacul ramdenime qvajvaraze.

qarTul qvajvaraTa kapitelebis am jgufis forma tipologiu­

rad axloa sasanur arqiteqturaSi erT-erT gavrcelebul tipTan, 

romelic warmoadgens gadmobrunebuli wakveTili piramidis formis 

monoliTur bloks  figuruli da geometriuli reliefuri ornamen­

1  Arts de Cappadoce, gv. 147 da Semd.
2 Чубинашвили, Болнисский Сион, gv. 168, tab. IV.
3 maCabeli, qvajvaras gamosaxuleba, gv. 63-70. 
4 maCabeli, adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTuli qvajvarebi, il. 19, 35-36, 55.
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tiT dafaruli waxnagebiT. amgvari kapitelebi gvxvdeba qermanSahis, 

bisutunis, vendernis da ispahanis nagebobebSi (VI-VII ss.).1

qarTul qvajvaraTa kvlevam dagvanaxa, rom maTi Semamkobeli 

reliefuri kompoziciebi zustad Camoyalibebul mxatvrul-Teologi­

ur principebs efuZneba. qvajvaras yoveli figuruli Tu ornamentu­

li gamosaxuleba CarTuli aris erTian azrobriv sistemaSi. amjerad 

Cven yuradReba ornamentebze SevaCereT, SevecadeT qvajvaras erTi 

nawilis _ kapitelis ornamentuli kompoziciis magaliTze gagverkvia 

adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTul xelovnebaSi arsebuli ornamentebis 

repertuaridan motivebis SerCevisa da maTi gamoyenebis principebi.

bolnisis kapitelis ornamenti kargad Seesatyviseba qvajvaras 

konstruqciis am nawils. igi organulad aris dakavSirebuli qvajvaras 

arqiteqturul struqturasTan, risi wyalobiTac ornamenti teqtoni­

kur gamomsaxvelobas iZens. 

bolnisis kapitelis reliefuri dekoris ganxilvam gviCvena, Tu 

ra mravalferovan ornamentul repertuars flobdnen adreuli Sua 

saukuneebis qarTveli ostatebi. kapitelis SemkulobaSi aTamde orna­

mentuli motivi aris gamoyenebuli _ jvari medalionSi, varduliani 

medalioni, samkuTxedebis ornamenti, sasanuri samefo bafTebi, 

urTierTgadamkveTi wreebis motivi, gadakveTili naxevarwreebi, 

mcenareuli motivebi (vazis motivi, „samyura~ foTlebis ornamenti), 

grexili lilvi. ornamentuli motivebis aseTi mravalgvarobis miuxe­

davad kapitelis reliefuri dekori erT organul mTlianobad aris 

gadawyvetili. kapitelis yoveli waxnagis ornamentuli kompozicia da­

narCeni waxnagebis dekoris gaTvaliswinebiT aris Seqmnili. 

bolnisis qvajvaras kapitelis reliefuri dekoris ganxilvam 

gviCvena, rom ornamentuli motivebis repertuari, romelic adgi­

lobriv tradiciaze iyo dafuZnebuli, amave dros did siaxloves av­

lens siriis, kapadokiis da sasanuri iranis arqiteqturaSi gavrcele­

bul ornamentebTan. es viTareba uTuod am qveynebTan saqarTvelos 

istoriulad Camoyalibebuli urTierTobebiT unda aixsnas. erTi ti­

pis geometriuli, mcenareuli Tu heraldikuri ornamenti sxvadasxva 

xalxebTan erovnul da religiur TaviseburebaTa zemoqmedebiT  gansx­

1 Kleiss, Die sasanidischen Kapitellen, gv. 143-147; Encyclopedia Iranica, III, tab. XXXII, 
XXXIII; Compareti, The Late Sasanian Figurative Capitals, gv. 20-36, fig. 2. 5.
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vavebul mxatvrul saxes iRebs. droTa ganmavlobaSi icvleba ornamen­

tebis Sinaarsi, maTi gamoyenebis principebi, magram ucvleli rCeboda 
maTematikur logikaze damyarebuli ornamentis kompoziciuri wyoba, 
ritmuloba. 

sxvadasxva ornamentebisagan Sedgenili bolnisis qvajvaras ka­
pitelis reliefur dekors originaluri midgoma gamoarCevs. kapite­
lis zedapirze ornamentebi mkacri mxatvrul-azrobrivi logikiT aris 
ganawilebuli, gaTvaliswinebulia ornamentuli motivebis rogorc 
mxatvruli, aseve simboluri mniSvneloba. kapitelis dekoris kom­
poziciuri wyobiT,  ornamentebis SerCeviT, maTi urTireTkavSirebiT 
moqandakem warmatebiT gadawyvita mis winaSe arsebuli  mxatvrul-sim­
boluri amocana. qvajvaras svetis kapitelze gaSlili reliefuri kom­
pozicia adreqristianuli epoqis morwmuneTaTvis „ikiTxeboda“, ro­
gorc gadaSlili wigni, sadac yoveli ornamenti garkveuli azriTa da 
mniSvnelobiT iyo datvirTuli. 

damowmebuli wyaroebi da literatura

kekeliZe, Zveli qarTuli _ kekeliZe k., Zveli qarTuli literaturis 
istoria, Tbilisi, 1980.
maCabeli, qvajvaras gamosaxuleba _ maCabeli k., qvajvaras gamosaxuleba 
Zvel qarTul reliefze,  „sabWoTa xelovneba~, N 7, 1988. 
maCabeli, Zveli qristianuli simbolika _ maCabeli k., Zveli qristia
nuli simbolika adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTul reliefebze (jvari 
medalionSi), „literatura da xelovneba~, 6, 1991.
maCabeli, qristianuli Temebi  _ maCabeli k., qristianuli Temebi Zvel 
qarTul plastikaSi. brdaZoris qvasveti,  „xelovneba~, N 2, 1993.
maCabeli, qarTuli qvajvarebi  _ maCabeli k., qarTuli qvajvarebi,  
Tbilisi, 1998.
maCabeli, adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTuli qvajvarebi _ maCabeli k., 
adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTuli qvajvarebi, Tbilisi, 2008.
maCabeli, saqarTvelo da irani _ maCabeli k., saqarTveli da irani _ mxat-
vrul-kulturul urTierTobaTa  aspeqtebi (sasanuri irani da adreu-
li Sua saukuneebis qarTuli xelovneba), „SoTa rusTavelis saxelobis 
stipendiatTa Sromebi~, t. I, Tbilisi, 2008.



302

maCabeli, adreqristianuli sakulto Zeglebi  _ maCabeli k., adreqris-
tianuli sakulto Zeglebis jgufi did gomareTSi, „saqarTvelos siZ­
veleni~, 16, 2013.
maCabeli, qvajvara-Spolia – maCabeli k., qvajvara-Spolia qvemo qarTlis 
xuroTmoZRvrebaSi, Tbilisi, 2014. 
maCabeli, qarTuli qristianuli xelovnebis saTaveebTan _ maCabeli k., 
qarTuli qristianuli xelovnebis saTaveebTan, Tbilisi, 2014. 
maCabeli, Zveli musxis qvajvara _ maCabeli k., Zveli musxis qvajvaras 
interpretaciisaTvis, „analebi. istoriis, eTnologiis, religiis Ses­
wavlisa da popularizaciis samecniero centri. eZRvneba iv. javaxiSvi­
lis 140 wlisTavs~, 12, 2016.
maCabeli, adreqristianuli liturgikuli nivTebi _ maCabeli k.,                
adreqristianuli liturgikuli nivTebi saqarTveloSi. brinjaos               
sacecxlurebi, Tbilisi, 2020. 
ramiSvili, jorbenaZe, arqeologiuri kvlevani  _ ramiSvili r., jor­
benaZe b., arqeologiuri kvlevani aragvis xeobaSi, Tbilisi, 1976.
rCeuliSvili, qarTuli xuroTmoZRvrebis sami ucnobi Zegli – rCeuliS-
vili l., qarTuli xuroTmoZRvrebis sami ucnobi Zegli, „Ars Georgica“, 
2, 1948.
jafariZe, adreuli Sua saukuneebis arqeologuri Zeglebi _ jafariZe 
v., adreuli Sua saukuneebis arqeologuri Zeglebi qvemo qarTlidan, 
Tbilisi, 1982. 
Arts de  Cappadoce –  Arts de  Cappadoce, Genève, 1971.
Beckwith, Coptic Sculpture – Beckwith J., Coptic Sculpture 300-1300, London, 1963. 
Bernheimer, A Sasanian Monument – Bernheimer R., A Sasanian Monument in 
Merovingian France, „Ars Islamica“, V, 1938.
Butler, Early Churches – Butler H. C., Early Churches in Syria (Fourth to Seventh 
Centuries), Princeton, 1929. 
Compareti, The Late Sasanian – Compareti M., The Late Sasanian Figurative  Capi
tals at Taq-i Bustan: Proposals Regarding Identification and Origins, „Persian Art. 
Image-Making in Eurasia“, ed. by Yuka Kadoi, Edinburg, 2018.
Dalton, Byzantine Art – Dalton O. M., Byzantine Art and Archaeology, New York, 
1961.
Dijkstra, Religios Violance – Dijkstra J., Religios Violance in Late Antique Egypt 
Reconsidered: The Cases  of  Alexandria, Ponopolis and Philae, „Journal of  Early 
Christian History“, 5, N 2, 1915.



303

Djobadze, Vorläufiger Bericht – Djobadze W., Vorläufiger Bericht über Grabungen 
und Untersuchungen in der Gegend von Antiochia von Orontes, „Istanbuler Mitteilun-
gen“, 15, 1965.
Encyclopedia Iranica – Encyclopedia Iranica, ed. E. Yarshater. III, New York, 2000.
Focillion, L’art des sculpteurs – Focillion H., Lʼart des sculpteurs romans. Recherche 
sur lʼhistoire des formes, Paris, MCMXXXI.
Gawlikovski, Sztuka Syrii – Gawlikovski M., Sztuka Syrii, Warszawa, 1976.
Girshman, Iran – Girshman R., Iran. Parthes et Sasanides, Paris, 1962.
Grabar, Deux monuments – Grabar A., Deux monuments chrétiens d’Égypte, „Syn-
tronon“, 2, 1968.
Grabar, L’empereur dans l’art – Grabar A., L’empereur dans l’art byzantine, London, 
1971. 
Hamilton, Thuribles – Hamilton W., Thuribles: Ancient or Modern?, „Iraq“ 36, 1974.
Harward University Art – Harward University Art Museums, Cambridge, MA, 2002.
Hubert, Porcher, Folbach, Frühzeit des Mittelalters – Hubert L., Porcher J., Folbach 
W., Frühzeit des Mittelalters, München, 1968.
Jerphanion, Les églises rupestres – Jerphanion G. de, Les églises rupestres de 
Cappadoce, I, Paris, 1925.
Jolive-Levy, La Cappadoce – Jolive-Levy C., La Cappadoce. Mémoire de Byzance, 
Paris, 1997.
Kitzinger, Early Medieval – Kitzinger E., Early Medieval Art, London, 1955. 
Kleiss, Die sasanidischen Kapitelle – Kleiss W., Die sasanidischen Kapitelle aus Ven-
derni, AMI, N.S. 1, 1968.
Machabeli, Palestine Tradition – Machabeli K., Palestine Tradition and Early Medi-
eval Georgian Plastic Art, „Bulletin of the Georgian National Academy of Sciences“, 
t. 2, N1, Tbilisi, 2008.
Nasrallah,  Les reliefs chrétienns – Nasrallah J.,  Les reliefs chrétienns inconnus de 
Syrie, „Syria. Archéologie, Art et Histoire“, t. 38.
Nautin, La conversion du temple – Nautin P., La conversion du temple de Phile en 
église chrétienne, „Cahier Archéologique“, XVII, 1967.
Peña, The Christian Art – Peña I., The Christian Art of Byzantine Syria, Reading, 
1997.
Schläger, Die neuen Grabungen – Schläger H., Die neuen Grabungen in Abu Mena. 
Christentum am Nil, Essen, 1963.
Teteriatnikov, The True-Cross – Teteriatnikov N., The True-Cross Flanked by Con-
stantine and Helena. A Study in the Ligth of the Post-Iconoclastic Re-evolution of the 
Cross, „Deltion of the Christian Archeological Society“, 18, 1995.



304

Vazeg Abbasi, Mehrafarin, Mosavihaji, Analysis, Typology – Vazeg Abbasi Z., Meh-
rafarin R., Mosavihaji S. R., Analysis, Typology, and Chronology of Stuccos in the 
Palace of Kuh-e Khvājeh, „Historia i Swiat“, 7, 2018.
Ward-Perkins, Goodchildt, Christian Monuments – Ward-Perkins J. B. and Good-
childt R. G., Christian Monuments of Cyrenaica, ed. by J. Reinolds, Society for Libyan 
Studies Monograph, Hertford, 2003.
Weitzmann, Age of Spirituality – Weitzmann K., Age of Spirituality: Late Antique and 
Early Christian Art, Third to Seven  Century, New York, 1978.
Андгуладзе, Из истории взаимоотношений – Андгуладзе Н. И., Из истории 
взаимоотношений сасанидского и грузинского искусства, „qarTuli xe-
lovnebisadmi miZRvnili II saerTaSoriso simpoziumi“, Tbilisi, 1977 
(moxsenebis teqsti).
Бауло, Сасанидское блюдо – Бауло А. В., Сасанидское блюдо с реки Сыня, 
„Археология, этнография и антропология Евразии“, 2002, N1.
Бардавелидзе, Древнейшие религиозные верования – Бардавелидзе В. В., 
Древнейшие религиозные верования и обрядовое графическое  искусство    
грузинских племен, Тбилиси, 1957.
Куфтин, Археологические раскопки – Куфтин Б. А., Археологические раскопки в 
Триалети, I, Тбилиси, 1941. 
Луконин,  Искусство древнего Ирана – Луконин В. Г., Искусство древнего 
Ирана, Москва, 1977.
Мачабели, Памятник сасанидского искусства – Мачабели К. Г., Памятник 
сасанидского искусства в Сванетии (Грузия), Сб. „Искусство и  археология 
Ирана“, Москва, 1971.
Мачабели, Группа памятников – Мачабели К. Г., Группа памятников 
сасанидской торевтики в Грузии, „saq. ssr mecnierebaTa akademiis saz. 
mecn. ganyofilebis macne“, 1972, N 3.
Мачабели, К вопросу о восточных элементах – Мачабели К. Г., К вопросу о 
восточных элементах в раннесредневековой пластике Грузии, „Художественные 
памятники и проблемы культуры Востока“, Ленинград, 1985, gv. 113-117.
Мачабели, Каменные кресты –  Мачабели К. Г., Каменные кресты Грузии, 
Тбилиси, 1998.
Орбели, Тревер, Сасанидский металл – Орбели И. А., Тревер К. В., Сасанид-
ский металл. Художественные изделия из  золота, серебра и бронзы, М.-Л., 1935.
Щипина, Григорий Нисский – Щипина Р. В.,  Григорий Нисский. Создание 
Канона, СПб., 2013.
Чубинашвили, Болнисский Сион – Чубинашвили Г. Н., Болнисский Сион 
(Исследование по истории Грузинской  архитектуры), „akad. n. maris saxelo-
bis enis, istoriisa da materialuri kulturis institutis moambe“, 
IX, 1940.



305

Чубинашвили, Памятники типа Джвари – Чубинашвили Г. Н., Памятники 
типа Джвари, Тбилиси, 1948.
Чубинашвили, Хандиси – Чубинашвили Н. Г., Хандиси, Тбилиси, 1972.
Чубинашвили, Грузинская художественная резьба – Чубинашвили Н. Г., 
Грузинская художественная резьба по дереву, Тбилиси, 1958.

Kitty Machabeli

Ornamental Decor System of the Capital 
of the Bolnisi Stone Cross

Summary

In the medieval Christian art ornaments have a complex aesthetic and symbolic mea
ning. Throughout centuries ornamental patterns were enriched with motives from vari-
ous cultures. The adaptation of „alien“ motives by the Christian art resulted in creation 
of their new meanings corresponding to the religious needs and theological concept. 
In the early medieval Georgian art carved ornaments are preserved in church decora-
tion and on stone crosses, original cult monuments dated back to the 6th – 7th cc. The 
paper deals with the ornamental decoration of a capital of the 6th century stone cross 
kept in the Bolnisi Museum, and its relations with the main artistic tendencies of the 
epoch. Unfortunately, only the upper part – capital is preserved from high stone-cross. 
The cross is the main element of the decoration of the capital, which is surrounded by 
vegetal and geometric ornaments. Two sides of the capital has the cross inscribed in 
medallion composed from triangles. The third side has six-petaled rosette in medallion, 
which could be perceived as a synonym of the cross. The relief composition is well fit-
ted to the shape of the capital. Despite of various ornamental motives incorporated into 
the decoration system of the capital the entire decoration represents a well-bound unity. 
Combination of geometrical and vegetal patterns is based on the artistic and symbolic 
meaning of these motives. The composition of the Bolnisi capital can be „read“ as a 
„text“, where each element is charged with its own symbolic and aesthetic meaning. 
The rich and complex visual system of the capital from the Bolnisi Museum allows to 
consider peculiarities of the „ornamental vocabulary“ of the early medieval Georgian 
sculpture and its cultural contexts.   
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