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Nino Shanshashvili
Marine Kvachadze
Goderdzi Narimanishvili

Musi Fortress

Summary

Musi Fortress is located in the municipality of Dmanisi, near the village of Kariani.
The local population call this fortress Su-Kala (the fortress of a spring?). The Fortress
is built on the top of a high rocky mountain (Tab. I-III), which is situated north of the
Dmanisi-Gomareti road.

Musi Fortress and its surroundings first were described by D. Berdzenishvili. In
2017 we conducted explore works there.

The Fortress stands on the top of the mountain (1554 m. from sea level). The
walls of the fortress are built with irregular stones and lime was used as a mortar. The
walls, which were 1 — 1.5. meters wide, are destroyed till the bases. The main settle-
ment was located out of the fortress, on the south-eastern slope of the mountain. The
settlement is built on terraces. Special attention must be paid to the remnants of “cy-
clopean” walls, which are remained in some parts of the top of the mountain. The stone
and lime walls of the fortress, in some cases, are built directly over the “cyclopean”
wall. On the top and the slopes of the mountain, we gathered fragments of the Late
Bronze — Early Iron Age ceramics (Tab. IX, 3-10; X, 1-14; XII, 2-4, 7). It must be men-
tioned, that on the top of the mountain, there were discovered several fragments of the
Early Bronze Age Kura-Araxes culture (Tab. IX, 1, 11). A lot of materials of the early
Medieval period (Tab. XI, 1-7; XI, 1,5,6,8,19) were discovered in the Musi Fortress.
There were also discovered several fragments of red-painted and painted pottery of the
Antique Period (Tab. IX, 2; XIV, 14, 15).
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&odmmagdal smbgGoemmde:

l. am3omgonl deno@mb My 3.

II. 3ol (30bg.

. 1. 3gbob (30by s 303wgdatig GgnGmtns. Losiontn agads; 2. dqbob
30bg (Bobobo@n dgbEmmadmmos a. Go@0dzomoal dogM).

V. 1. 390 bamgmbggdol JHabGosbmmn babogmom; 2. msbsdgotmayg dxbemndy-
0 o 390 bam3nbggdol JMobEosbyma Lobsgmomgdal bagMomm bgwn (30b0b.

V. 390 bay3mbggdol JMab@nsbamao Lobogmaom (gga@)oqigbn).
VI. 1. 39Dy 93m33g0m0emn 30d@mamads Lol (30bab GgMo@mensdg; 2-5. I

Lo 3Mbygdal JMHobGNsbymoa Laboggmom (Qg@)omgbn).
VII-VIIL 39960l (30b0b §gG0@mE0sdg 8m3magdamo 39688030 (66‘5‘3”«3‘3@” Bo-
Bobo@n BgbEmmadmmos 0. gbgebygasl 8nge).

Description of tabs:

I. Map of Gomareti Plateau.

II. Musi Fortress.

III. 1. Musi Fortress and its surroundings. Situational plan; 2. Musi Fortress (sketch by
G. Tatishvili).

IV. 1. Medieval Christian Cemetery; 2. General view of modern Muslim and Medieval
Christian cemeteries from the fortress.

V. Medieval Christian cemetery (details).

VI. 1. Apictogram carved on a rock in the territory of the Musi Fortress; 2-5. Medieval
Christian cemetery (details).

VII-VIIL. Pottery retrieved in the territory of the Musi Fortress (graphic sketch by I.
Esvandzhia).
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