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arqeologia _ ARCHAEOLOGY

zurab bragvaZe

mefobis sakiTxi klasikuri xanis
kolxeTSi da arqeologia

Tu rame ucnauri da kiTxvis niSnebis aRmZvrelia Zveli saqarTvelos  
istoriaSi, es udaod aris kolxeTis mefeebis vinaobis sakiTxi. ara
da, erTi SexedviT, es problema arc unda arsebuliyo, radgan kolxi 
mefeebis Sesaxeb cnobebs gvawvdian rogorc antikuri (qsenofonti, 
straboni, pliniusi, trogusi), aseve _ urartuli lursmuli wyaroebi 
(sarduri IIis warwera). aq bunebrivia, ar vgulisxmob apolonios rodo
selTan, strabonTan da „argonavtikis“ sxvadasxva versiebSi SemorCe
nil cnobebs aietis Sesaxeb. Tumca, ramdenad legendaruli SeiZleba 
SeiZleba iyos aieti, es jer kidev sakamaTo sakiTxia, radgan klasi
kuri xanis kolxeTSi arsebobda myari warmodgena imis Sesaxeb, rom am 
pirovnebam saTave daudo kolxi mefeebis dinastias da yvela maTgani 
sakuTar Tavs miiCnevda mis STamomavlad.

aRniSnuli realobis miuxedavad, rogorc qarTvel, aseve uc
xoel (ZiriTadad, rus) istorikosTa Soris arsebobs myari Sexeduleba 
da Rrma skepticizmi rogorc kolxeTSi samefo xelisuflebis, aseve _ 
zogadad, kolxeTis samefos realurad arsebobis Sesaxeb da mkvlevar
Ta garkveuli nawili mas ganixilavs mxolod miTad, romelsac araferi 
aqvs saerTo realobasTan.1  

problemis ukeT warmoCenis mizniT Sevexebi antikuri xanis ber
Zenromaeli avtorebis cnobebs kolxeTisa da am qveynis mefeebis Se

1  yoranaSvili, Zvel kolxeTSi saxelmwifoebriobis arsebobis sakiTxi, gv. 
98135 (literatura iqve). zogadad unda iTqvas, rom miTis saistorio wya
rod gamoyenebisas araerTi problema iCens Tavs. upirveles yovlisa gasaT
valiswinebelia is, rom miTologiuri masala sxvadasxva drois, Janrisa Tu 
mizandasaxulobis teqstebSia Semonaxuli. amitom mkveTrad gasamijnia miTis 
ZiriTadi Sinaarsi, romelic SeiZleba Zalze Zveli iyos da misi werilobiT ga
formebis dros damatebuli garkveuli realiebi. zemoTqmulidan gamomdinare 
cxadia, rom miTologiur teqstebze muSaoba swor meTodologiur midgomas 
moiTxovs. dawvr. ix.: gordeziani, Zveli istoriis narkvevebi, gv. 5172.
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saxeb da arqeologiur monacemebs. q. w. V saukunis sardali qsenofonti 
gvamcnobs, rom q. w. 401 wels misi laSqris nawilma qalaq kotioradan 
moindoma fasinaTa qveyanaSi gadasvla, sadac am dros aietis STamo
mavali mefobda.1 qsenofontis „anabasisi“ uZvelesi antikuri wyaroa, 
romelic kolxeTSi (resp. fasianTa qveyanaSi) mefes moixseniebs. 

pliniusis cnobis Tanaxmad ki, kolxeTSi mefobda aietis STamo
mavali savlaki. am mefis saxeliT moWrili moneta aRmoCenilia vanis 
naqalaqarze. o. lorTqifaniZis SeniSvniT, moneta dazianebulia da 
garkveviT ar Cans savmaki ikiTxeba Tu savlaki. g. kvirkvelias dakvir
vebiT, dazianebul monakveTSi unda eweros grafema λ da ara Μ, radgan 
aso ΜisTvis sakmarisi adgili ar aris da ufro sarwmunoa, rom es 
iyos λ da Sesabamisad, savlaki.2

amdenad, qsenofontis da pliniusis cnobebi mniSvnelovania, 
radgan isini pirdapir aRniSnaven kolxeTSi mefeebisa da Sesabami sad, 
samefo xelisuflebis arsebobas.3 am cnobebSi yuradRebas ipyrobs 
kidev erTi mniSvnelovani detali _ sxvadasxva dros moRvawe ori sxva
dasxva avtoris Tanaxmad kolxeTis mefeebi iwodebian aietis STamomav
lebad. am garemoebas pirvelad o. lorTqifaniZem  miaqcia yuradReba 
da aRniSna, rom kolxeTis mefeebis aietis STamomavlebad warmoCena 
iyo sakuTriv kolxeTis samefoSi SemuSavebuli tradicia, riTac kolxi 
mefeebi sagangebod mianiSnebdnen maT RvTaebriv warmomavlobas (heli
osis Svilebi).4

kolxeTSi samefo xelisuflebis arsebobis dasamtkiceblad 
niSandoblivia q. w. Iq. S. I saukunis romaeli istorikosis pompeius 
trogusis cnobebic. trogusis naSromis XXVII wignis SesavalSi sagange
bod aRniSnulia, rom masSi gadmocemulia pontos mefeebis istoria, 
xolo „misgan gadaxveviT“ bosforelTa da kolxTa mefeebis saqmeebi.5 
o. lorTqifaniZis samarTliani SeniSvniT, kolxeTis mefeebi imdenad 
cnobilebi da Zlierebi iyvnen, rom trogusma aucileblad miiCnia maT
Tvis calke adgili daeTmo bosforisa da pontos mefeebis gverdiT.6 
miuxedavad imisa, rom trogusis naSromi kolxi mefeebis Sesaxeb Cve
namde moRweuli ar aris, da Sesabamisad, arc erTi kolxi mefis saxeli 

1 Anab., V, 6, 37.
2 lorTqifaniZe,  iyo Tu ara saxelmwifo kolxeTi?, gv. 47.
3 lorTqifaniZe, iyo Tu ara saxelmwifo kolxeTi?, gv. 48.
4 lorTqifaniZe, iyo Tu ara saxelmwifo kolxeTi?, gv. 48.
5 lorTqifaniZe, iyo Tu ara saxelmwifo kolxeTi?, gv. 52.
6 lorTqifaniZe, iyo Tu ara saxelmwifo kolxeTi?, gv. 53.
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am wyarodan ar viciT, mas ganuzomeli mniSvneloba eniWeba kolxeTSi 
samefo xelisuflebis arsebobasTan dakavSirebiT.   

is realoba, rom kolxi mefeebi Tavs miiCnevdnen aietis STamo
mavlebad, mianiSnebs Zvel kolxeTSi xelisuflebis memkvidreobiTobis 
xasiaTze. es faqti kargad gamoCnda vanis da gansakuTrebiT, sairxis 
mdidruli samarxebis Seswavlis magaliTze, sadac saqme gvaqvs saxeli
suflebo Stos uwyvetobasa da memkvidreobiT gadacemaze q. w. VIV 
saukuneebSi.1 aqedan gamomdinare, ismis kiTxva, Tu arqeologiurad 
dasturdeba skeptuxTa Stos memkvidreobiTi xasiaTi, ra safuZveli 
arsebobs imisTvis, rom uarvyoT igive momenti samefo dinastiasTan 
dakav SirebiT? 

imitom xom ar miiCnevdnen Tavs kolxeTis mefeebi legendaruli 
aietis STamomavlebad, rom saxeli aieti kolxeTs niSnavs? an ratom 
moixseniebdnen Zveli berZnebi am qveyanas ori saxeliT (aiakolxida)? 
imitom xom ara, rom kolxida berZnuli saxelia, xolo aia adgilobri
vi eTnonimia da, Sesabamisad, kolxeTis pirvel da legendarul me fes 
amave qveynis saxeli erqva. aieti, romelic heliosis Svili iyo da oTar 
lorTqifaniZis samarTliani SeniSvniT, danarCeni kolxi mefeebi miiC
nevdnen ra Tavs aietis STamomavlebad, amiT aRniSnavdnen sakuTari 
dinastiis RvTaebriv warmomavlobas, xolo RvTaebrivi warmomavlobis 
dasabuTeba niSandoblivia yvela samefo dinastiisTvis.2 amasTan, ra 
Tqma unda, pirdapiri mniSvnelobiT ar unda iqnes gagebuli varaudi 
imis Sesaxeb, rom kolxi mefeebi marTlac aietis pirdapiri STamomav
lebi, misi Svilebi, SviliSvilebi da SvilTaSvilebi iyvnen, radgan am 
SemTxvevaSi xazgasmulia maTi RvTaebrivi warmomavloba da ara pirdapi
ri Camomavloba.3 berZnul sakuTar saxelTa warmoebis kanonebis Tanax
mad, aieti niSnavs aias mkvidrs,4 e. i. aieti niSnavs aiels, igive kolxs. 
anu aieti kolxeTis miTiuri eTnarqia da  am SemTxvevaSi SeiZleba vi
varaudoT, rom iseTive movlenasTan gvaqvs saqme, rogoric leonti 
mroveliseul qarTlosTan dakavSirebiT. aqedan gamomdinare, naTelia, 
Tu ratom miiCnevda kolxeTis yvela mefe sakuTar Tavs aietis STamo
mavlad. iseTive SemTxvevasTan gvaqvs saqme, rodesac antikuri xanis 
iberiis mefeebi „qarTlis cxovrebaSi“, kerZod, leonti mrovelTan, 

1 bragvaZe, sairxis skeptuxia, gv. 114.
2 lorTqifaniZe, iyo Tu ara saxelmwifo kolxeTi?, gv. 54.
3 lorTqifaniZe, iyo Tu ara saxelmwifo kolxeTi?, gv. 5354.
4 lorTqifaniZe, argonavtika da Zveli kolxeTi, gv. 32.
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moixseniebian qarTvelTa miTiuri eTnarqis qarTlosis STamomavlebad 
da qarTlosian mefeebad.       

CvenTvis saintereso problemis garkvevis saqmeSi xelSesaxeb 
masalas iZleva vanSi mopovebuli q. w. IVIII saukuneebis adgilobrivi 
kramiti, romlebzec gvxdeba damRa „basilike“.1 rogorc o. lorTqi
faniZe miiCnevs, aseTi kramitis aRmoCena kidev ufro sarwmunos xdis 
qsenofontis, strabonis, trogusisa da pliniusis cnobebs kolxeTSi 
samefo xelisuflebis, „aietidebis dinastiis“ arsebobis Sesaxeb.2 Tum
ca, am sakiTxTan dakavSirebiT SesaZloa gamoiTqvas ramdenamde gansx
vavebuli varaudi da vanis „samefo kramitebze“ moxseniebuli pirovne
ba (Μέλαβῆς) miviCnioT ara  mefed, aramed _ skeptuxad da Tu es asea, 
maSin SegviZlia aRvniSnoT, rom sairxisa da vanis aRmoCenebis wyalobiT 
kolxeTis samefos ramdenime skeptuxis vinaobacaa cnobili (Δ έ δ α τ ω ς  da 
Μέλαβῆς  vanidan da ταῦχ sairxidan). T. yauxCiSvilis varaudiT, sairxis 
warweris ταῦχTan dakavSirebiT SeiZleba saqme gvqondes iranuli wa r
mo  Sobis qalis sakuTar saxelTan,3 romelic gvevlineba rogorc  skep
tuxTa Stos yvelaze adreuli warmomadgeneli, ara mxolod sairxeSi, 
aramed zogadad, kolxeTSi.4 

rodesac kolxeTSi samefo xelisuflebis arsebobisa da zoga
dad, kolxeTis mefeebis Sesaxeb vmsjelobT, aucilebelia im arqeologi
uri konteqstis gaTvaliswineba, rac dReis mdgomareobiT g vaqvs dasav
leT saqarTveloSi da, aqedan gamomdinare, klasikuri xanis kolxeTis 
arqeologiuri Zeglebis monacemebis dakavSireba konkretul istori
ul pirovnebebTan. am kuTxiT mniSvnelovania vanis, sairxis, iTxvisis, 
mTisZiris da dablagomis samarxTa identifikacia da maTi kavSiri ber
Znul wyaroebSi moxseniebul kolxeTis mefeebTan. 

qsenofontesTan moxseniebuli kolxi mefis Tanadrouli unda 
iyos vanis da sairxis is  samarxebi, romlebic  q. w. V saukunis bolo 
fazas da q. w. IV saukunis pirvel naxevars miekuTvneba. savsebiT Se
saZlebelia, rom qsenofontis „anabasisSi“ q. w. 401 wels moxseniebul 
kolx mefes exelisufleba q. w. IV saukunis pirvel naxevarSic. 

kolxeTis saxelmwifoebriobis TvalsazrisiT mniSvnelovania 
vanisa da sairxis mdidruli samarxebis paralelurad am skeptuxiebis 

1 axvlediani, kramiti vanis naqalaqaridan, gv. 410.
2 lorTqifaniZe, iyo Tu ara saxelmwifo kolxeTi?, gv. 53.
3 yauxxCiSvili, sairxis berZnuli grafito,  gv. 1517.
4 bragvaZe, sairxis skeptuxia, gv. 113.
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farglebSi aRmoCenili dablagomis, mTisZirisa da iTxvisis mdidru
li samarxebic, rac udaod adasturebs im realobas, rom socialuri 

diferenciaciis procesi kolxeTSi Rrmadaa wasuli da araTu zoga

dad kolxeTis samefos, aramed sakuTriv skeptuxiebis SigniTac saqme 

gvaqvs rTul socialurpolitikur ierarqiasTan. es mosazreba jer 

kidev 1992 wels gamovTqvi da mis Taobaze dRemde azri ar Semicvlia.1 

TiTqmis yvela mkvlevari, vinc ki vanis da sairxis mdidruli sa

marxebis analizs Sexebia, aRniSnavs, rom xsenebul kompleqsebs gadam

wyveti mniSvneloba eniWeba klasikuri xanis kolxeTSi  saxelmwifo

ebriobis dadasturebis TvalsazrisiT. am mxriv Tavis droze udidesi 

Sroma gaswia didma arqeologma, akademikosma oTar lorTqifaniZem, 

romelmac werilobiTi wyaroebisa da arqeologiuri monacemebis 

urTier TSejerebis safuZvelze argumentirebulad daasabuTa rogorc 

klasikuri xanis kolxeTSi samefo xelisuflebis arseboba, aseve _ am 

qveynis roli da mniSvneloba zogadad antikuri samyarosaTvis.2   

qarTlis cxovrebiseuli qujis Semdeg kolxeTis samefo emcro

ba, magram arsebobas kvlav agrZelebs. miuxedavad imisa, rom am dros 

kolxeTi kargavs aRmosavleT provinciebs,3 is mainc calke politiku

ri erTeuli Cans. am faqtis kargi dasturi savlakis monetaa. qujis 

Tanadrouli unda iyos vanisa4 da sairxis5 yvelaze gviandeli mdidru

li samarxebi. xolo is realoba, Tu ratom aRar gvxvdeba q. w. IVIII 

saukuneebis mijnis Semdeg mdidruli samarxebi kolxeTSi, cxadia, ar 

ukavSirdeba  kolxeTis samefos  gaqrobas. am problemas vukavSireb 

aqemenidebis imperiis dacemas, ris Semdegac politikuri viTareba 

kolxeTSi garkveulwilad unda Secvliliyo.6 

arqeologiuri aRmoCenebiT dgindeba, rom q. w. VIV saukuneebi 

kolxeTis samefosTvis gamorCeuli aRmavlobis periodia. qsenofontis 

1 bragvaZe, aRmosavleT kolxeTi Zv. w. V-I saukuneebSi, gv.18.
2 lorTqifaniZe, Zveli qarTuli civilizaciis saTaveebTan, gv.153183 (lite
ratura iqve).
3 bragvaZe, leonti mroveli da elinisturi xanis kolxeT-iberiis istoriis 
sakiTxebi, gv.116.
4 Kacharava,  Kvirkvelia, Wine, Worship, and Sacrifice: The Golden Graves of Ancient Vani, 
gv. 68.
5 nadiraZe, sairxe saqarTvelos uZvelesi qalaqi, gv. 74.
6 bragvaZe, kolxeTis samefo da irani Zv. w. V-IV saukuneebSi, gv. 43.
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mier moxseniebuli kolxi mefis, misi winamorbedis da misi STamomavlis 

epoqas miekuTvneba iseTi etalonuri Zeglebi, rogorebic aris vani,1 
sairxe,2 fiWvnari,3 mTisZiri,4 dablagomi,5 iTxvisi,6 aCandara.7 

Cvens gankargulebaSi arsebuli arqeologiuri monacemebis gaT
valiswinebiT isic SesaZlebelia, rom vanis, sairxis, iTxvisis, mTisZiris 
Tu dablagomis mdidruli samarxeuli kompleqsebi konkretulad dau
kavSirdes qsenofontis mier moxseniebul mefes, qujis Tu savlakis 
moRvaweobis xanas. am mxriv sakmaod Sromatevadi da sasargeblo saqme 
Caatara ilias saxelmwifo universitetis arqeologiurma gundma da 
uzustesi qronologiiT daalaga q. w. VI saukuneebis dasavleT saqarT
velos TiTqmis yvela arqeologiuri Zegli Tu calkeuli kompleqsi,8 
amitom am sakiTxze msjelobas aRar gavagrZeleb, radgan dainterese
bul mkiTxvels sakuTriv SeuZlia maTi naxva, Sedareba, identifikacia 
da daskvnebis gamotana.     

amdenad, antikuri avtorebis werilobiTi cnobebi da dasavleT 
saqarTvelos Tanadrouli arqeologiuri aRmoCenebi adastureben 
kolxeTSi araTu samefo xelisuflebis, aramed _ sakmaod rTuli ad
ministraciulpolitikuri ierarqiis arsebobas, rac Tavis mxriv war
moadgens kolxeTis saxelmwifoebriobis arsebobis utyuar da naTel 
gamovlinebas.     

1 lorTqifaniZe, vani „oqromravali kolxeTis“ religiuri centri, gv. 3401.
2 nadiraZe, sairxe saqarTvelos uZvelesi qalaqi, gv. 3253.
3 kaxiZe, saqarTvelos zRvispireTis antikuri xanis qalaqebi, gv. 3152.
4 gamyreliZe, mTisZiris arqeologiuri Zeglebi, gv. 5870.
5 Tolordava, mdidruli samarxi dablagomidan, gv. 6878.
6 gagoSiZe, gogiberiYZe, maxaraZe, iTxvisis samarovnis qronologia, gv. 4955.
7 https://sputnik-abkhazia.ru/Abkhazia/20180514/1023944791/achandarskij-klad-
peredan-v-gosmuzej-abxazii.html
8 axvlediani (da sxva), masalebi Zv. w. V-I saukuneebis kolxeTis arqeologiuri 
rukisaTvis (namosaxlarebi samarovnebi), gv. 583.
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Zurab Bragvadze

The Issue of Kingship in Colchis of 
Classical Period and Archaeology

Summary

If there is anything strange and questionable in the history of Georgia, it is undoubtedly 
the question of the identity of the kings of Colchis. At first glance, this problem should 
not have existed either, as information about the Colchian kings provides us with both 
ancient (Xenophon, Strabo, Pliny, Trogus) as well as Urartian cuneiform sources (in-
scription of Sarduri II). Naturally, I do not mean the references to the legendary Aeetes 
with Apollonius of Rhodes, Strabo, and various versions of the Argonauts. However, 
how legendary Aeetes  maybe is still a matter of controversy, as in classical Colchis 
there was a strong notion that this person originated in the dynasty of the Colchian 
kings and all of them considered themselves his descendants. 

The references of Xenophon and Pliny are important because they directly 
mention the existence of kings and, consequently, royal authority in Colchis. This in-
formation draws attention to another important detail – according to two different au-
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thors working at different times, the kings of Colchis are called the descendants of 
Aeetes. O. Lortkipanidze first paid attention to this circumstance and noted that by the 
descendants of the Aeetes, by the kings of Colchis were a tradition developed, whereby 
the kings of Colchis specifically indicated their divine origin (sons of Helios). In order 
to prove the existence of the royal government in Colchis, references of ancient Roman 
historian Trogus are examined. In the introduction to Book XXVII of Trogus, it is spe-
cially mentioned that it tells the story of the kings of Pontus, and “from it” the deeds of 
the kings of the Bosporan  kingdom  and Colchis.

Based on the archaeological data at our disposal, it is also possible that the 
luxurious burial complexes of Vani, Sairkhe, Itkhvisi, Mtisdziri or Dablagomi are spe-
cifically related to the reign of the king mentioned by Xenophon, the era of Kuji or Sav-
lak. The Colchian king mentioned by Xenophon, the epoch of the king, his predecessor 
and his descendants include such reference monuments as Vani, Sairkhe, Pichvnari, 
Mtisdziri, Dablagomi, Itkhvisi, Achandara.


