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Giorgi L. Kavtaradze

Towards the Location of the Land of Pharasmanes
the King of Chorasmians: An Attempt to interpret

Arrian’s Information related to Alexander of Macedon

The old Greek and Roman written sources have been thoroughly explored already from 
the Renaissance epoch by the researchers and it is therefore very difficult to identify 
any new facts in the field of scientific circulations or to discern different opinions. 
Nevertheless, there remains some insufficiently defined, if not completely uncertain, 
information. One of them is linked to Alexander of Macedon’s (356-323 BC) expedi-
tion to Central Asia and belongs to Lucius Flavius Arrian (Arrianus), the politician and 
writer of the second century AD.

Arrian is a distinctive personality of his epoch: writer, historian, philosopher, 
politician, military, and statesman. By origin, he was a Bithynian Greek from Nico-
media (modern Turkish city Izmit). He was probably born around 87 AD (he died c. 
160 AD) and studied in his youth philosophy with the well-known Stoic philosopher 
Epictetus (c. 50-125 AD) at Nicopolis in Epirus. He was a close friend of the Roman 
emperor Hadrian, from whom he received Roman citizenship, Flavius   imperial name, 
and the right to lead the empire’s most important state institutions. The Empire needed 
him for work in completely different areas, in Cappadocia, Achaea, Galia, the Danube, 
and it seems he held the proconsulship of Baetica (modern Andalusia, Spain). In the 
era of Hadrian’s reign, in 131 AD, Arrian becomes the ruler of the important border 
province of Cappadocia, for at least six years, and the commander of the Roman le-
gions in Central and Eastern Anatolia, but retires shortly before Hadrian’s death in 138 
AD. After 145 AD he moved to Athens, where he held the office of an archon (clerk of 
justice) and was engaged in his literary work.1 Arrian was hailed by others as the ‘new 
Xenophon’. In his later work on hunting, ‘Cynegeticus’, Arrian himself emphasizes the 
affinity to Xenophon: “having the same name as he, and being of the same city, and 
having shared the same interests from youth – hunting, generalship, and philosophy”.2

Arrian was quite a productive writer, the author of seventeen works; unfortu-
nately, only eight of them survived. To his pen belongs “Indica”, the composition about 
the movement of Alexander’s fleet from India to the Persian Gulf under the guidance 
of Nearchus, as well as “The Black Sea Periplus”, specially composed for Emperor 
1 Bosworth, Arrian’s, p. 181; Syme, The career, pp. 171, 208.
2 Arr., Cyn., I, 4; Carlsen, Greek History, pp. 210-223; Stadter, Flavius Arrianus, pp. 155-161. 
Although the name of Xenophon has never been part of Arrian’s official nomenclature (Bowie, 
Greeks, p. 192, n.72).
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Hadrian, the most important source on the eastern and southern Black Sea coastline of 
the first half of the second century AD. His essays “The methods of fight against the Al-
ans” and “Tactics” are written in the middle of the thirties of the second century. Arrian 
had also written “Parthica”, mainly about the emperor Traian’s expedition to Parthia, 
“Bithyniaca” – the history of his native Bithynia and ten volumes of history depicting 
the events which were following Alexander’s death.1

But the most important of Arrian’s works is the “Alexander’s Anabasis” (i.e. 
“Alexander’s Campaign”), at the same time, the most fully preserved story about the 
life of Alexander the Great. It is a major and most reliable source for the restoration of 
the life and reign of Alexander of Macedon. Still, in the 9th century the great ecclesias-
tical figure Fotius I, the canonized Patriarch of Constantinople, remarked that Arrian 
was the best among all historians of Alexander. The significance of his works is espe-
cially great because they preserved data about the great king expressed by his contem-
poraries, data which are missing now but still existed in Arrian’s epoch. Namely, data 
expressed by Ptolemy and Aristobulus, Megasthenes, and Nearchus; also the materials 
from diaries of Alexander’s secretaries Eumenes of Cardia or Diodotus of Erythrae. At 
the same time, it should be taken into consideration that Onesicritus and Calisthene’s 
reports, due to their less convincing evidence, were not considered by Arrian. In sci-
entific literature, it is noted that a highly critical approach to the sources used by him, 
distinguishes Arrian from the majority of ancient authors.2

According to the testimony of Arrian’s “Alexander’s Campaign”, in the spring 
of 327 BC, Pharasmanes, king of the Chorasmians, accompanied by the 1500 horse-
men, appeared in front of Alexander near the riverbank of Oxus (modern Amu Darya) 
in Central Asia and told him that he lived in the neighborhood of Colchis and Amazo-
nians and was ready to help him if Alexander will decide to subdue the tribes which 
inhabited territories stretching towards Pontus Euxinos.3 Alexander told the King of 
Chorasmians that by now he had no time and opportunity to go to Pontus, but after the 
conquest of Asia and returning to Greece through the Hellespontus and Propontidis, he 

1 Schmitz, Arrianus, p. 352.
2  Schmitz, Arrianus, p. 351.
3 “At this time also came Pharasmanes, king of the Chorasmians, to Alexander with 1,500 
horsemen, who affirmed that he dwelt on the confines of the nations of the Colchians and the 
women called Amazons, and promised if Alexander was willing to march against these nations 
in order to subjugate the races in this district whose territories extended to the Euxine Sea, to 
act as his guide through the mountains and to supply his army with provisions” (Arr., Alex., IV, 
15; Chinnock, The Anabasis of Alexander, pp. 233-234).
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would be able to penetrate deep into Pontus with the help of all his maritime and mili-
tary forces, and only then he would need Pharasmanes’ support.1

It is believed that Roman writer Quintus Curtius Rufus, author of the ten 
volumes of Alexander’s history of the rhetorical character, must have shared common 
information with Arrian. This information is supposedly derived from Clitarchos, Al-
exander’s contemporary author. For Curtius Rufus, a Roman historian of the 1st century 
AD, the name of the governor of the Chorasmians is not Pharasmanes, but Phrata-
phernes,2 who sends to Alexander his representatives to convince him of his unwavering 
obedience.3 Phrataphernes is familiar also to Arrian, but to him, he is a Parthian satrap, 
who appeared before Alexander in Bactria when the latter stayed there for wintertime.4 
It is interesting that, according to Arrian, Phrataphernes had a son, Pharismanes, whose 
name resembles the name – Pharasmanes.5 It should be noted that Curtius Rufus, in 
another passage of the same work, mentions Phrataphernes, like Arrian, as a satrap 
of Parthia,6 who, together with those who fled after the death of Darius I the Great (r. 
522-486 BC), came to the great king by the Caspian Sea; Alexander received them with 
kindness.7 The Chorasmians, who lived north of the Parthians, probably were ruled by 
the satrap of Parthia, because Herodotus mentions the two together in a description of 
the taxes under Darius and in a catalogue of army units under the king.8

1 “Alexander then gave a courteous reply to the men who had come from the Scythians, and one 
that was adapted to the exigencies of that particular time; but said that he had no need of a 
Scythian wedding. He also commended Pharasmanes and concluded a friendship and alliance 
with him, saying that at present it was not convenient for him to march towards the Euxine 
Sea… He added that when Asia was in his power he would return to Greece, and thence make 
an expedition with all his naval and military forces to the eastern extremity of the Euxine Sea 
through the Hellespont and Propontis. He desired Pharasmanes to reserve the fulfillment of his 
present promises until then” (Arr., Alex., IV, 15; Chinnock, The Anabasis of Alexander, p. 234).
2 Curtius Rufus, Historiarum, VIII, 1: “Phrataphernes quoque, qui Chorasmiis praeerat”.
3 Curtius Rufus, Historiarum, VIII, 1, cf. VI, 4.
4 Arr., Alex., IV, 7; Chinnock, The Anabasis of Alexander, p. 216. In other passages of the same 
work Phrataphernes is for Arrian the satrap of the Parthians, Hyrcanians, and Tapurians (III, 8; 
p. 155), Hyrcania and Parthia (III, 23; p. 188), the Parthians and Hyrcanians (VI, 27; p. 361), or 
Parthia and Hyrcania (VII, 6; p. 379).
5 Arr., Alex., VI, 27; Chinnock, The Anabasis of Alexander, p. 361. Though in another passage, 
Arrian mentions quite different names of Phrataphernes’ sons, Sisines and Phradasmenes (VII, 
6; p. 379).
6 Curtius Rufus, Historiarum, IX, 10: “Phrataphernen, Parthyaeorum satrapen”.
7 Curtius Rufus, Historiarum, VI, 4.
8 Herodotus, Histories, 3.93, 7.66; v., Lendering, Chorasmia. C. E. Bosworth believes that the 
name of Chorasmia/Kwarazm consists of the Persian words: xor (‘the sun’) and zam (‘earth, 
land’), designating ‘the land from which the sun rises’ (Bosworth, Kwarazm, p. 1061).
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In the historical literature have been expressed a very clear remark that it is 
unbelievable the author of the “Black Sea Periplus”, Arrian could consider Colchian’s 
residence in Central Asia, in the neighborhood of the Chorasmians, instead of the 
surroundings of Trapesund on the Black Sea littoral. It is supposed to be a mistake 
in the Greek manuscripts, as it is inconceivable that in the original text the Colchians 
would be mentioned side by side with Central Asian Chorasmians.1 Some researchers 
also think that it is possible Arrian might leave Pharasamanes’ statement without any 
comment because he did not want to undermine the credibility of the information that 
seemed to come from the original, Alexander’s contemporary source, whether it is from 
Aristobulus or Ptolemy, or that it would not have begun to discuss what should have 
been, beyond this statement.2 A. Bosworth focuses attention on the fact that the original 
narrator of this story, who is contemporary of these events, did not doubt that Alexander 
desired to subdue the area around the Black Sea; in A. Bosworth’s opinion, this venture 
should be related to the plans set out in 328 BC.3 

St. Robinson suggested that according to the geographical views of Alexan-
der’s time, which would not have been possible in the era of Arrian, and therefore the 
reliability of the use of this source should be certified, the Yaxartes (Syr Darya) River 
was considered to be the Don, while the Aral Sea was the Azov Sea, and the inhabitants 
of the other side of the river were regarded by Alexander and his companions as the 
Scythians living on the shores of the Don.4

It is clear that the Arrian’s text should refer to the Black Sea area and not Cen-
tral Asia, except that the Colchians, Amazonians, and Euxinus Pontus are mentioned in 
it, Alexander’s own words must testify it, that only after returning to Greece via Hel-
lespont and Propontis (i.e. allegedly after turning back from Central Asia), he would go 
to Pontus and for this purpose, it would be used as land as naval forces. The latter note: 
“The use of naval forces” makes the possibility of his return to Central Asia and, thus, 
the opportunity of helping King of Chorasmians quite unimaginable.5

Therefore it is highly probable that the name of some country located in the 
Anatolia-Caucasian area has been confused with the name of Central Asian Choras-

1  Qaukhchishvili, Ancient Greek, p. 59. For the ethnic history of Pontus, see also, e.g., Jordania, 
Ethnic composition, Part I, pp. 125-139; Jordania, Ethnic composition, Part II, pp. 71-87.
2 Bosworth, From Arrian, pp. 67, 192.
3 Bosworth, From Arrian, pp. 67, 192.
4 Robinson, The extraordinary, pp. 335, 336, n. 62.
5 Spruner / Menke, Atlas, No. VIII.



174

mians,1 and therefore to deal in this case with the erroneous use or misinterpretation of 
ethnonyms or choronyms. Cases of similar contamination of ethnonyms are not rare in 
ancient written sources.

In this regard, special attention is attributable to Strabo’s information that the 
Armenians enlarged their country by capturing from the Iberians except for Gogarene, 
the Paryadres Mountains, and Khorzene.2 This event dates back to the relatively later 
period, to the early part of the 2nd century BC. It seems that at this time by the appro-
priation of the Iberian province Khorzene, Armenian lands expanded to the Kura River, 
the fact which was reported already by Strabo and Plutarch. Likely, that meant the 
upper stream of this river.3

There were different opinions expressed about the localization of Khorzene. 
In scientific literature special recognition found I. Marquart’s, H. Huebschmann’s, N. 
Adontz’s, etc. idea that ‘Khorzene’ (Χορζηνή) mentioned by Strabo4 has originated 
from a shortening of hypothetical ‘Cholarzene’ (Χολαρζηνή) and the possibility of its 
identification with the old Georgian province Klarjeti (Armenian – կղարջք), located in 
the lower river basin of Chorokhi.5 This view is mainly based on an arbitrary correction 
by H. Kiepert of the name of Armenian province Katarzene (Καταρζηνή) mentioned 
by Claudius Ptolemaios to Kalarzene (Καλαρζηνή) or Klarjeti. This false and quite un-
founded correction was shared by the above-mentioned authors. The view of identifica-
tion of Khorzene-Katarzene and Klarjeti later became so convincing to some scholars 
that this issue was considered as finally solved, namely, C. Toumanoff gave himself the 
right to translate the term ‘Klarjeti’ of the Old Georgian Chronicles in the English text 
of his works as ‘Cholarzene’.6 The inadequacy of the correction of the term ‘Khorzene’ 
to ‘Cholarzene’ is quite obvious, enough to say that in all the manuscripts of the ‘Geog-
raphy’ of Strabo, we have only the form ‘Khorzene’ and no one case of ‘Cholarzene’, 
as neither manuscript of Claudius Ptolemy’s ‘Geographical Guide’ does read the form 
‘Kalarzene’. The term ‘Khorzene’ is included twice in the text by Strabo, and both 
cases share the same writing. Finally, Strabo’s words are worth mentioning that one 
1 Kavtaradze, Probleme, pp. 209-213; Kavtaradze, The problems, pp. 65-66.
2 Strabo, The Geography, XI, XIV, 5.
3 Cf., Strabo, The Geography, XI, XIV, 5; I, III, 21; Plutarch, Pomp., XXXIV, p. 760; Janashia, 
The Oldest, pp. 252-255; Melikishvili, On the history, p. 291; Treidler, s.v. Xerxene. According 
to the “The Life of the Georgian  Kings“, ch. XII-XIII (Mroveli, Life, I, 44-50), though, in con-
nection with the description of events of a later age, the Armenians seized the Georgian lands to 
the Kura River flowing in the Artaani region.
4 Strabo, The Geography, XI, XIV, 5.
5 Adontz, Armenia, pp. 154*, 164*.
6  E.g., Toumanoff, Studies, pp. 439, 444-446, 452-460; cf., e.g., Suny, The Making, pp. 4, 22, 
29; Agathangelos, History, p. 495; Syvanne, Military, p. 411, n. 105.
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part of the ‘Moskhian country’, divided into three parts, was owned by the Colchians, 
the second – by the Iberians, and the third – by the Armenians; first of all, Klarjeti, 
located in the north-western part of the ‘Moskhian country’, could be considered as 
belonging to the Colchian and not to the Armenian part of this country.1

At the same time, the location of Strabo’s ‘Khorzene’ near Iberia and Colchis 
does not allow us to consider under it the cantonment of Western Armenia with the 
same name (Խործեն, Χορζανή, Χορζιανηνή, Κορτζηνή), which lies north of the Hash-
tiank district, on the middle stream of Kelkas (modern-day Gail-Gate), the tributary of 
eastern Euphrates (Murat) and in the sector of the cities of Kolabert and Artales, i.e. 
more to the south than Karenitis and Xerxene, regions which had been taken by the 
Armenians from Chalybes and Mossynoecians,2 the fact which excludes the possibility 
of its withdrawal by the Armenians from the Iberians. It should also be borne in mind 
that the name of the above-mentioned region does not occur in written sources until the 
5th-6th centuries AD.

Still another name which equates to ‘Khorzene’ is ‘Khotene’ mentioned in “The 
Mithridatic wars” by Appian, the Greek historian of 2nd century AD; it is believed that 
this change should have happened either on Greek paleographic grounds by the inter-
mingling of the τ and ζ letters, and the transformation of the -ορ- group to ω, or on the 
characteristic of the Kartvelian languages by the loss-emergence of the consonant r and 
the interchange of the dz (or the related to it affricate) to the t; and, at the same time, it 
was taken into consideration that under ‘Khorzene’ was meant old south-western Geor-
gian province Kola and under ‘Khotene’ – Tao.3

As a result of sharing the idea of   the identity of these two names (Khorzene 
and Khotene), the supposed assumption was expressed that in Kordzene || Khotene the 
upper reaches of both – the Chorokhi and the Kura River – were located and that in 
this one and same province, Kordzene || Khotene, were placed such different prov-
inces as Tao and Kola. If a unified notion of Kordzene || Khotene (in which the second 
term is considered as a distorted form of the first) could at the same time unite such 
an extensive territory where could be placed both abovementioned provinces, Tao and 
Kola (divided from each other by Soghanlughi Ridge, the south-eastern branch of Ar-
siani Range, the watershed mountain of the Chorokhi and Kura rivers), it should have 
been quite a strong political unity, no signs of which are available. Since both terms 
‘Khorzene’ and ‘Khotene’ are the designation of only one particular side, and because 
the location of both of them are good enough determined/established; of the first, on the 
territory of the Kura River, and the second on the territory of Tao, their identification 
1 Strabo, The Geography, XI, II, 18.
2 Strabo, The Geography, XI, XIV, 5.
3 Janashia, The oldest, p. 92.
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with each other, as we think, should not be valid. The coincidence between the Appi-
an’s information about the location of ‘Khotene’ in Armenia and the appropriation of 
Strabo’s ‘Khorzene’ by the Armenians from the Iberians seems to be explained based 
on the statement about the stripping by the Armenians from the Iberians together with 
‘Khorzene’ also the foothills of Paryadres mountains, in which namely Tao (or Kho-
tene) may be implied. It seems that ‘Khorzene’ should have mainly consisted of  the old 
Georgian provinces, Kola and Artaani.

We ought to consider as well the fact that the toponym ‘Khorziani’ was tracked 
by S. Janashia as the name of the valley south of Artaani (modern Turkish town Arda-
han).1 At the same time, there is a possibility of spreading the term ‘Khorzene’ to the 
east on the more extensive territory. I am referring to those researchers who connect 
this toponym with the name of one of the districts of Kars – Khortevan/Khorjevan. It 
should also be taken into consideration that the dividing regions of Kola-Artaani and 
Tao-Klarjeti from each other, mountains of Arsiani (modern Yazlinjam Daglari) are 
called as ‘mountains of Khorasunda’ in the 10th century hagiographical work of Giorgi 
Merchule, “The Life of St. Grigol Khandzteli”: “There was one occasion during the 
summer, when he and his brethren were coming over the mountains of Khorasuni. They2 
saw a good place and sat down to eat”.3 

Thus, it seems possible to search there the country of the Pharasmanes, where 
usually are looking for the country of Arian-Kartli of the old Georgian chronicles, and, 
at the same time, in the text of Arrian’s “Alexander’s expedition” under the name of 
Pharasmanes, of the king of the Chorasmians, the ruler of the Iberian province Khorzene 
could be hiding behind; we must take into account that the name ‘Pharasmanes’ espe-
cially often is confirmed in Iberia. Besides, it is significant that the name ‘Pharasmanes’ 
is typical of the Iberian court at the end of the first millennium BC and the beginning 
of the first millennium AD and not for the Chorasmians of Central Asia.4 In this case, 
this is not excluded that the same thing should be meant under the information of 
Flavius Arrian and the data, preserved in the Georgian chronicle “The Christening of 
Kartli” about Azo, the son of the king of Arian-Kartli, who became king in Mtskheta 

1 Janashia, The oldest, p. 94.
2 Great Epiphany, the disciple of Grigol Khandzteli, and his brothers.
3 Merchule, The Life of St. Gregory, p. 155; cf. Merchule, The Life of Grigol, p. 280. I thank Ms. 
Manana Chirakadze for this information. In 1911, N. Marr also had fixed near Artanuji, based 
on a local informer, the oronym – ‘Mountain of Khorasani’.
4 Cf. Goiladze, At the origins, p. 158; Wirth, Anhang, S. 906. According to V. Goiladze, in the 
name Pharasmanes has been meant Pharnavaz, who ousted legendary Azo/Azon and became 
the founder of the first Georgian royal dynasty of the Pharnavazids (Goiladze, At the origins, 
pp. 158-159).
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with the help of Alexander the Great.1 If, on the one hand, the king of Chorasmians, 
Pharasmanes was waiting for Alexander’s aid against his neighbors – Colchians and 
Amazonians, on the other hand, according to Georgian and Armenian chronicles, 
Alexander the Great, determined his companion Azo/Azon/Mihrdat as a ruler/king 
of Kartli. We cannot rule out that Arrian’s references about Alexander’s possible cam-
paign near Colchis and the Amazonians along with other ancient written sources is in 
the background of the story of the ancient Georgian and Armenian chronicles about 
Alexander and his protégé Azo/Azon/Mihrdat.2

If the information about Mihrdat, the ruler of Iberia of the account of “The 
History of the Armenians” of Movses Xorenatsi needs to be explained correctly: “Alex-
ander brought and left as prince over […] Iberian peoples Mihrdat, the former satrap 
of Darius”,3 it has to be taken into account that the satrap Mihrdat of the Armenian 
tradition differs not only from that elaborated on Azo/Azon in the pre-Bagratid Geor-
gian historiography but also gives some important indications about the function of the 
descendant of this person, whom king Valarshak of Armenia “appointed as governor 
of the north, opposite the Caucasus Mountain” and presumably, also on the function 
of Mihrdat himself, as Alexander’s protégé, if we recall the fact that the ‘Caucasian 
Gate’ (Portae Caucasiae) or the Dariali Pass,4 crossing the central part of the Great 
Caucasian Ridge, was known in ancient times as ‘Alexander’s Iron Gate’ or ‘Pillars or 
Stronghold of Alexander’.5

Since the ‘Caucasian Gate’ was in the hands of the Iberians, it becomes under-
standable why Movses Xorenatsi announces that the Armenian kings ‘entrusted’ the 
control of the ‘Northern Mountains’ to the descendants of Mihrdat, the Iberian ruler 
installed by Alexander the Great.6 At the same time, this information indicates that 
there was a connection between the foundation of the monarchy in Iberia and the need 
to protect the ‘Caucasian Gate’.7

Completely other types of data are also found, as a result of archaeological 
excavations at sites in the region of Shida Kartli of classical times – Samadlo I, Khovle 

1 The Conversion of Kartli, p. 320.
2 Kavtaradze, To the Problem, pp. 29-55.
3 Movses Xorenatsi, II, 8, 11; Thomson, Moses, pp. 140-141.
4 It is known also as Caspian, Ossetian, Sarmatian, Iberian or Aragvian Gate.
5 Cl. Ptol., 5, 3, 16; Euseb. Hier., Epist., 77, 8. The earliest known association of Alexander 
with Gog and Magog and ‘an Iron Gate’ is found in Josephus’ “Jewish War”, written in the last 
quarter of the first century AD. In his treatment of the Alans of northern Caucasus, Josephus 
mentions “the pass which king Alexander had closed with iron gates” (Josephus, Jewish War, 
VII, 245, pp. 574-575; v., Rapp, The Sasanian, p. 136).
6 Movses Xorenatsi, II, 8, 11; Thomson, Moses, pp. 140-141.
7 Kavtaradze, About, p. 119; Kavtaradze, Probleme, p. 209.
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Gora III (i.e. a layer of 4th century BC), Uplistsikhe, Urbnisi – the stone cores (nuclei) 
used for a catapult.1 Since only the Macedonian army was equipped with similar items,2 
it is thought that this is a hint that Alexander’s closest heirs some kind of action would 
have a place in the central part of eastern Georgia.3 It is not yet clear who or what 
would have caused it, although Pliny4 and Julius Solinus5 report about the Macedonian 
dominance in Iberia. 

It is known that Alexander himself never marched to the Caucasus. The stories 
of Georgian and Armenian chroniclers about the participation of Alexander the Great 
in Caucasian affairs are usually considered legendary.6 In this connection, it would be 
justifiable to recall Strabo’s report that Alexander sent men under the leadership of Me-
non to Sispiritis,7 which some scholars associate with Speri (modern Turkish Ispir).8 It 
is noteworthy that on the outer wall of the tenth century Khakhuli Temple near Torto-
mi (Tortum), east of Speri, is a fourteenth-century carved image of the pagan king 
(Alexander the Great), elevated to heaven, is depicted. The adoration for Alexander 
was so strong in Georgia that the most famous Georgian king, David IV, the Builder, 
was called by the Georgian Chronicles – the second or new Alexander.

We should assume that certain events seem to have taken place in Central 
Transcaucasia in the late 4th-early 3rd centuries BC and they were somehow connected 
with the processes which caused the emergence of the statehood in Eastern Georgia 
(Iberia). The above data are genuine witnesses of these events, the initial stimulus of 
which has been given by Alexander’s conquest of the Achaemenid Empire and the re-
placement of Pax Achaemenica with Pax Macedonica. We must take into consideration 
the conjuncture that has developed in the Middle East and its periphery as a result of 
this conquest. One of the main events of the pre-Hellenistic era, naturally arising from 

1 Catapult cores found in layers of Samadlo of the late 4th – early 3rd century have a diameter of 
21 cm. and a weight – 9.5 kg. (Gagoshidze, Samadlo, pp. 40, 48, 96; Lordkipanidze, Problems, 
pp. 159-160).
2 Tarn, Hellenistic, pp. 113, 119.
3 Lordkipanidze, Problems, pp. 159-160; Gamkrelidze, Pirtskhalava, Kipiani, On the military, 
pp. 37-39.
4 Pliny, Naturalis, IV, 39(=18): “Haec est Macedonia terrarum imperio potita quondam, haec 
Asiam, Armeniam, Hiberiam, Albaniam, Cappadociam, Syriam, Aegyptum, Taurum, Caucasum 
transgressa...”.
5 Solinus, Polyhistor, IX, 19; p. 56: “Subegit Asiam Armeniam Hiberiam Albaniam Cappadoci-
am Syriam Aegyptum; Taurum Caucasumque transgressus est”.
6 Bakradze, History, pp. 76-79; Toumanoff, Studies, pp. 81-82, n.104; Novoseltsev, On the issue, 
pp. 104-109.
7 Strabo, The Geography, XI, XIV, 9.
8 E.g., Lasserre, Lexique, p. 175. In the Greek version of the life of St. Gregory, Speri is called 
Souspertis (Σουσπέρτις) (Toumanoff, Studies, p. 322, n. 76).
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the political situation of that time, was the emergence and creation of new states on the 
territory of the defeated empire. 

Bibliography

Adontz, Armenia – Adontz N., Armenia in the period of Justinian. The political condi-
tions based on the Naxarar System, Translated with partial revisions, a bibliographical 
note, and appendices by N. G. Garsoïan, Lisbon, 1970.
Agathangelos, History – Agathangelos, History of Armenians, Translation and 
Commentary by R. W. Thomson, New York, 1976.
Bosworth, Arrian’s – Bosworth A. B., Arrian’s Literary Development, “The Classical 
Quarterly“, new series 22, no. 1 (May 1972), pp. 163-185.
Bosworth, From Arrian – Bosworth A. B., From Arrian to Alexander: Studies in His-
torical Interpretation, Oxford, 1988.
Bosworth, Kwarazm – Bosworth C. E., Kwarazm, “The Encyclopedia of Islam“, vol. 
IV, 1978, pp. 1060-1065.
Bowie, Greeks – Bowie E. L., Greeks and their past in the Second Sophistic, in M. I. 
Finley (Ed.), “Studies in Ancient Society”, New York, 1974.
Carlsen, Greek History – Carlsen J., Greek history in a Roman context: Arrian’s Anab-
asis of Alexander, in J. M. Madsen, R. Rees (Eds.), “Roman Rule in Greek and Latin 
Writing“, Leiden, 2014, pp. 210-223.
Chinnock, The Anabasis of Alexander – Chinnock E. J., The Anabasis of Alexander; 
or, The History of the Wars and Conquests of Alexander the Great, Literally translated, 
with a commentary, from the Greek of Arrian the Nicomedian, London, 1884.
Curtius Rufus, Historiarum – Quintus Curtius Rufus, Historiarum Alexandri Magni 
Macedonis libri qui supersunt, E. Hedicke, Lipsiae, 1908.
Herodotus, The Histories – Herodotus, The Histories, Translated by P. Mensch, 
edited, with introduction and notes, by J. Romm, Indianapolis & Cambridge, 2014.
Josephus, The Jewish War – Josephus, The Jewish War, books IV–VII, with an En-
glish translation by H. St. J. Thackeray in nine volumes, vol. III, London & Cambridge, 
Mass., 1961.
Kavtaradze, Georgian – Kavtaradze G. L., Georgian Chronicles and the raison 
d’ètre of the Iberian Kingdom (Caucasica II), “Orbis Terrarum, Journal of Historical 
Geography of the Ancient World“, vol. 6, 2000, Sttg., 2001, pp. 177-237.
Kavtaradze, Probleme – Kavtaradze G. L., Probleme der historischen Geographie 
Anatoliens und Transkaukasiens im ersten Jahrtausend v. Chr., “Orbis Terrarum, Inter-



180

nationale Zeitschrift für Historische Geographie der Alten Welt“, Bd. 2, 1996, Sttg., 
1996, S. 191-216.
Lasserre, Lexique – Lasserre Fr., Lexique des noms de Lieux, in: Strabon, Geographie, 
Tome VIII: Livre XI (Anatolie), Paris, 1975.
Lendering, Chorasmia – Lendering J., Chorasmia, “Livius.org., Articles on ancient 
history” (https://www.livius.org/articles/people/chorasmia/).
Merchule, The Life of St. Gregory – Merchule George, The Life of St. Gregory of 
Khandzta, Translator: Th. E. Halvorson, Translated and published through the prayers 
and blessings of Metropolitan Isaiah of Nikozi and Tskhinvali, The Diocese of Nikozi 
and Tskhinvali, 2015.
Pliny, Naturalis – Pliny the Elder, Naturalis Historia, K. F. T. Mayhoff (Ed.), Lipsiae, 
1906.
Plutarch, Pomp. – Plutarch, Pompey, “The Lives of the Noble Grecians and Romansˮ, 
Translated by J. Dryden and revised by A. H. Clough, New York, 1932.
Ptolemaei, Geographiae – Cl. Ptolemaei Alexandrini, Geographiae libri octo, recog-
niti iam et diligenter emendati cum tabulis geographicis ad mentem auctoris restitutis 
ac emendatis, per G. Mercator, A. Mylius, W. Pirckheimer, Coloniæ Agrippiræ, 1584.
Rapp, The Sasanian – Rapp Jr., St. H., The Sasanian World through Georgian Eyes: 
Caucasia and Iranian Commonwealth in Late Antique Georgian Literature, Aldershot, 
2014.
Robinson, The extraordinary – Robinson Jr., C. A., The extraordinary ideas of Alex-
ander the Great, “The American Historical Review”, vol. 62, no. 2, Jan. 1957.
Schmitz, Arrianus – Schmitz L., Arrianus of Nicomedia, “A Dictionary of Greek and 
Roman Biography and Mythology”, Edited by W. Smith, In three volumes, Vol. I, Bos-
ton, 1867, pp. 350-352. 
Solinus, Polyhistor – Gaius Iulius Solinus, Polyhistor, Lugduni (Lyon), 1537. 
Spruner / Menke, Atlas – Spruner K. V, / Menke Th., Atlas antiquus, Gothae, 1865.
Stadter, Flavius Arrianus – Stadter P. A., Flavius Arrianus: the New Xenophon, 
“Greek, Roman and Byzantine Studies”, vol. 8, 1967, pp. 155-161.
Strabo, The Geography – The Geography of Strabo, with an English translation by 
H. L. Jones in eight volumes, vol. V. Edited by T. E. Page, The Loeb Classical Library, 
London/Cambridge, Mass., 1961.
Suny, The Making  – Suny R. G., Making of the Georgian nation (2nd ed.), Blooming-
ton and Indianapolis, 1998.
Syme, The Career – Syme R., The Career of Arrian, “Harvard Studies in Classical 
Philology”, vol. 86, 1982, pp. 171–211.



181

Syvanne, Military – Syvanne I., Military history of Late Rome 284-361, Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire, 2015.
Tarn, Hellenistic – Tarn W. W., Hellenistic military and naval developments, Chicago, 
1984.
Thomson, Moses – Thomson R. W., Moses Khorenats’i. History of the Arme-
nians, Translation and commentary on the literary sources by R. W. Thomson, Camb-
ri dge, Mass. & London, 1980.
Toumanoff, Studies – Toumanoff C., Studies in Christian Caucasian History, Wa   shin g -
ton, 1963.
Treidler, s. v. Xerxene – H. Treidler, s.v. Xerxene, “Real Encyclopädie der classischen 
Altertumswissenschaft”, Band IXA, Halbband 18: Vulcanius-Zenius, Stuttgart, 1967, 
gv. 2094-2096.
Wirth, Anhang – Wirth G., Anhang zu “Der Alexanderzug“, Arrian, Der Alexander-
feldzug, Indische Geschichte, Herausgegeben und übersetzt von G. Wirth und O. von 
Hinüber, München/Zürich 1985.
Bakradze, History – Bakradze D., History of Georgia (from ancient times to the end of 
the 10th century), Tbilisi, 1889 [baqraZe d, istoria saqarTvelosi (uZvelesi 

droidam me-X sauk. dasasrulamde), tfilisi, 1889] (in Georgian).
Gamkrelidze, Pirtskhalava, Kipiani, On the military – Gamkrelidze G., Pirtskha-
lava M., Kipiani G., On the military history of ancient Georgia in the 5th c. B.C. – 2nd 
c. A.D.: Environment, Written Sources, Political Situation, Fortification, Armament, 
Tbilisi, 2005 [gamyreliZe g., fircxalava m., yifiani g., Zveli saqarTve-

los samxedro istoriis sakiTxebi: garemo, werilobiTi wyaroebi, sam-

xedro-politikuri situacia, fortifikacia, SeiaraReba, Tbilisi, 

2005] (in Georgian).
Goiladze, At the origins – Goiladze V., At the origins of the Georgian statehood, “Mna-
tobi”, no. 11, 1984, pp. 153-161 [goilaZe v., qarTuli saxelmwifoebriobis 

saTaveebTan, “mnaTobi“, #11, 1984, gv. 153161] (in Georgian).
Janashia, The oldest – Janashia S., The oldest national tradition about the initial settle-
ment of Georgians, “Works”, vol. II. Tbilisi, 1952, pp. 21-101 [janaSia s., uZvelesi 

erovnuli cnoba qarTvelTa pirvelsacxovrisis Sesaxeb, “Sromebi”, t. 

II. Tbilisi, 1952, gv. 21101] (in Georgian).
Kavtaradze, About – Kavtaradze G., About the settlement of the Kartvelian tribes in 
Anatolia, Tbilisi, 1985 [qavTaraZe g., anatoliaSi qarTvelur tomTa gansax-

lebis sakiTxisaTvis, Tbilisi, 1985] (in Georgian).



182

Kavtaradze, The Problems – Kavtaradze G., The Problems of State Development 
of Georgia (from the earliest times), Tbilisi, 2006 [qavTaraZe g., saqarTvelos 

saxelmwifoebrivi ganviTarebis sakiTxebi (adreuli xanidan), Tbilisi, 

2006] (in Georgian).
Kavtaradze, To the Problem – Kavtaradze G., To the problem of “Arian-Kartli”, “The 
Proceedings of the Ivane Javakhishvili Institute of History and Ethnology”, IX, 2009 
[qavTaraZe g., ‘arian-qarTlis’ sakiTxisaTvis, “ivane javaxiSvilis isto

riisa da eTnologiis institutis Sromebi”, # IX, 2009] (in Georgian).
Merchule, The Life of Grigol – Merchule George, The Life of Grigol Khandzteli, 
“Georgian Prose”, Book I:  Literature of the V-XI centuries, Compiled by R. Tvaradze, 
Tbilisi, 1981 [merCule giorgi, grigol xanZTelis cxovreba, “qarTuli 
proza”, wigni I: mexuTemeTerTmete saukuneebis mwerloba, Seadgina r. 

TvaraZem, Tbilisi, 1981] (in Georgian).
Mroveli, Life – Mroveli Leonti, Life of the Georgian Kings, “The Life of Kartli”, vol. 
I, The text is set in accordance with all the major manuscripts by S. Qaukhchishvili, 
Tbilisi, 1955 [mroveli leonti, cxovreba qarTvelTa mefeTa, “qarTlis 
cxovreba”, t. I, teqsti dadgenili yvela ZiriTadi xelnaweris mixedviT 

s. yauxCiSvilis mier, Tbilisi, 1955] (in Georgian).
Qaukhchishvili, Ancient Greek – Qaukhchishvili T., Ancient Greek sources of the his-
tory of Georgia, Tbilisi, 1976 [yauxCiSvili T., saqarTvelos istoriis Zveli 

berZnuli wyaroebi, Tbilisi, 1976] (in Georgian).
The Conversion of Kartli – The Conversion of Kartli, Shatberdi collection of the X 
century, Prepared for publication by B. Gigineishvili and El. Giunashvili, Tbilisi, 1979 
[moqcevaჲ qarTlisaჲ, Satberdis krebuli X saukunisa, gamosacemad mo

amzades b. gigineiSvilma da el. giunaSvilma, Tbilisi, 1979] (in Georgian).
Gagoshidze, Samadlo – Gagoshidze Yu. M., Samadlo (archaeological excavations), 
Tbilisi, 1979 [Гагошидзе Ю. M., Самадло (археологические раскопки), Тбилиси, 
1979] (in Russian).
Jordania, Ethnic composition, Part I – Jordania E., Ethnic composition of the 
population of Pontus in the 13-15 centuries, Part I: Lazi, “Byzantinoslavica”, vol. 
LVII, 1996, pp. 125-139 [Жордания Э., Этнический состав населения Понта в 
XIII-XV вв., Часть I: Лазы, “Byzantinoslavica”, vol. LVII, 1996, сс. 125-139] (in 
Russian).
Jordania, Ethnic composition, Part II – Jordania E., Ethnic composition of the 
population of Pontus in the 13-15 centuries, Part II: Chans, “Byzantinoslavica”, 
vol. LX, 1999, pp. 71-87 [Жордания Э., Этнический состав населения Понта в 



183

XIII-XV вв., Часть II: Чаны,  “Byzantinoslavica”, vol. LX, 1999, сс. 71-87] (in Rus-
sian).
Lordkipanidze, Problems – Lordkipanidze G., Problems of war and peace in ancient 
Georgia (6-4 centuries BC), “Caucasica, the Journal of Caucasian Studies”, vol. 2, 
1998 [Лордкипанидзе Г., Проблемы войны и мира в античной Грузии (VI-IV вв. дo 
н.э.)] (in Russian).
Melikishvili, On the history – Melikishvili G. A., On the history of ancient Georgia, 
Tbilisi, 1959 [Меликишвили Г. А., К истории древней Грузии, Тбилиси, 1959] (in 
Russian).
Novoseltsev, On the issue – Novoseltsev A. P., On the issue of Macedonian rule 
in ancient Georgia, in “Jubilee collection dedicated to the 100th anniversary of 
Ivane Javakhishvili”, Tbilisi, 1976 [Новосельцев А. П., К вопросу о македонском 
владычестве в древней Грузии, В кн.: “Юбилейный сборник, посвященный 
100-летию Иване Джавахишвили”, Тбилиси, 1976] (in Russian).

giorgi qavTaraZe

xorasmielTa mefis farasmanesis qveynis 
adgilmdebareobisaTvis: aleqsandre makedonelTan 

dakavSirebuli arianes erTi cnobis 
interpretaciis mcdeloba

reziume

flavius arianes “aleqsandres laSqrobaSi” Semonaxuli cnobis Tanax
mad, Zv. w. 327 w. gazafxulze ‘xorasmielebis’ mefe farasmanesi 1500 mxe
dris TanxlebiT eaxla aleqsandres Sua aziaSi mdebare md. oqsis (Tana
medrove amu daria) napirTan da moaxsena, rom igi cxovrobda kolxebisa 
da amaZonelebis mezoblad da mzad iyo daxmareboda mas, Tuki aleqsan
dre gadawyvetda im tomebis damorCilebas, romlebic saxlobdnen pon
tos evqsinosamde gadaWimul mxareSi. aleqsandrem ‘xorasmielebis’ 
mefes miugo, rom imJamad mas ar hqonda dro da saSualeba pontosken 
gasalaSqreblad, magram aziis dapyrobisa da helespontisa da propon
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tisis gavliT saberZneTSi dabrunebis Semdeg, igi mTeli Tavisi saz
Rvao da samxedro Zalebis daxmarebiT Rrmad SeiWreboda pontoSi da 
mxolod maSin dasWirdeboda mas farasmanesis daxmareba.

istoriografiul literaturaSi gamoTqmulia sakmaod safu
Zvliani SeniSvna, rom daujerebelia “Savi zRvis periplusis” avtors, 
flavius arianes, daeSva kolxTa binadroba centralur aziaSi, 
xorasmielTa mezoblad, nacvlad Sav zRvasTan mdebare trapezu
ntis midamoebisa. navaraudevia, rom Secdoma gaCndeboda berZnul xel
nawerebSi, vinaidan warmoudgenelia, rom Tavdapirvel teqstSi kolx
ebis gverdiT Suaazieli xorasmielebi yofiliyvnen moxseniebulni.

cxadia, rom arianes teqsti unda exebodes SavizRvispireTs 
da ara centralur azias, garda imisa, rom masSi moxseniebuli arian 
kol xebi, amaZonelebi da evqsinis ponto, amasve unda mowmobdes TviT 
aleqsa ndres sityvebi, rom mxolod helespontisa da propontisis 
gavliT saberZneTSi dabrunebis Semdeg (e. i. centraluri aziidan ukan 
gamobrunebis Semdeg), gaemarTeboda igi pontosken da amisaTvis ga
moiyenebda, rogorc saxmeleTo, aseve sazRvao Zalebs. es ukanaskneli 
SeniSvna _ ‘sazRvao Zalebis gamoyeneba’ _ saTuos xdis centralur azi
aSi mis ukan dabrunebas da Sesabamisad xorezmis mefisaTvis daxmarebis 
gawevis SesaZleblobas.

safiqrebelia, romeliRac, anatoliakavkasiis mijnaze ganlage
buli, qveynis saxeli yofiliyo aRreuli centralur aziaSi mdebare 
qveynis _ xorezmis _ saxelwodebasTan da saqme gvqondes eTnonimisa 
Tu qoronimis mcdar gamoyenebasTan. eTnonimTa msgavsi kontaminaciis 
SemTxvevebi arcTu iSviaTia Zvel werilobiT wyaroebSi.

amasTan dakavSirebiT, yuradRebas ipyrobs strabonis cnoba, 
rom somxebma Tavisi qveyana ganadides iberielTagan gogarenes gar
da pariadris mTianeTisa da xorZenes CamoWriT. es movlena SedarebiT 
gviandeli xanebiT TariRdeba, Zv. w. adreuli II saukuniT. rogorc Cans, 
swored am dros moxda, iberiuli provinciis, xorZenes, misakuTrebis 
Sedegad somxuri miwebis gafarToeba mdinare mtkvramde. 

xorZenes lokalizaciis sakiTxTan mimarTebaSi TiTqos Cndeba 
macdunebeli SesaZlebloba, daukavSiroT es mxare erTis mxriv, ari
aneseuli farasmanesis qveyanas, xolo meores mxriv, qarTuli matianee
bis arianqarTlis legendarul qveyanas da vivaraudoT, rom flavius 
arianes „aleqsandres laSqrobis” teqstSi xorasmielTa mefis farasma
nesis saxels, iberiuli mxaris xorZenes mmarTveli iyos amofarebuli, 
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miT umetes, rom saxeli ‘farasmanesi’ xSirad aris dadasturebuli ibe
riaSi. Cven SegviZlia vivaraudoT, rom Zv. w. gvian IV _ adreul III sauku
neebis centralur amierkavkasiaSi marTlac hqonda adgili garkveul 
movlenebs, romlebic dakavSirebuli iyo aRmosavleT saqarT velos 
(iberiis) istoriuli ganviTarebis erTerT umniSvne lovanes niSansvet
Tan _ saxelmwifoebriobis warmoqmnasTan. qarTul da somxur matia
neTa monacemebi aRadgenen im movlenebs, romelTac saw yisi stimuli 
aleqsandre didis mier aqemenidTa imperiis dapyrobiT miecaT da rom
lebsac postaleqsandrul xanaSi aRmosavleTqarTuli saxelmwifos 
iberiis warmoqmnaCamoyalibeba unda gamoewvia.

adreelinisturi xanis erTerTi umTavresi da im xanad Seqmnili 
politikuri viTarebidan bunebrivad gamomdinare movlenaa, _ damarc
xebuli imperiis teritoriaze axali saxelmwifoebis warmoqmnaaRmo
ceneba. swored am WrilSia gansaxilveli qarTuli matianebis cnobebi, 
rom aleqsandrem uboZa qarTvelebs mefe Tu mmarTveli da misca ide
ologiuri safuZveli _ yvela saxelmwifosaTvis aucilebeli atributi: 
„da ubrZana aleqsandre azons, raTa pativscemdnen mzesa da mTovaresa 
da varskulavTa xuTTa, da hmsaxurebden RmerTsa uxilavsa, dambadeb-
elsa yovlisasa”.


