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The present issue of “Chronos” is devoted to the 130" anniversary of the
birth of the eminent Georgian historian Academician N. Berdzenishvili.
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Mikheil Bakhtadze

From the History of the Search
for Besiki’s Grave

Summary

The renowned Georgian poet Besarion Gabashvili (1750-1791), better known as
Besiki, travelled to Russia in 1787 on a diplomatic mission on behalf of King David
of Imereti, son of Giorgi. During this mission, he met Field Marshal Grigori Potemkin
and resided at Potemkin’s camp, initially in Chisinau and later in lasi, where he passed
away in 1791.

For a long time, not only the location of Besiki’s death and burial but even the
exact date of his passing remained a matter of controversy.

On March 27, 1949, Niko Berdzenishvili discovered Besiki’s tombstone.
However, the grave itself no longer existed, as the old cemetery had been closed.
While the discovery of the tombstone was significant, uncertainty remained regarding
whether Besiki’s remains had been relocated or left in their original resting place.

Giorgi Leonidze, who visited Romania multiple times, was particularly inte-
rested in the location of Besiki’s grave. In 1958, Vakhtang Beridze, who accompanied
him on one of these trips, wrote: “Finally, we visited the place where Besiki is buried.
The old church has been demolished, and in its place, now stands a marketplace, with
stalls set up near Besiki’s supposed resting site. It is believed that, like others buried
there, Besiki’s remains were moved elsewhere — but no one knows for certain”.

Interestingly, as early as 1885, Zakaria Chichinadze was already aware of the
inscription on Besiki’s tombstone. In a book published that year, he provided an almost
exact rendition of the inscription. It is likely that someone who had seen Besiki’s grave
firsthand relayed this information to him. However, the identity of this individual and
the circumstances under which they visited lasi remain unknown.

In early 1989, Givi Mepisashvili, Chairman of the Kutaisi Writers’ Union, pub-
lished an appeal titled “Let Besiki Rest in His Homeland”. This was accompanied by
a letter sent to him in 1967 by Sergo Kavtaradze, the Soviet Ambassador to Romania
from 1945 to 1952. In the letter, Kavtaradze wrote: “As far as I remember, Besiki was
buried by his brother. I preserved his tombstone in lasi. The grave itself was never se-
arched for. In my opinion, it would not have been difficult to find, as the churchyard
was quite small. During my time, it had already become a marketplace. I reported this
in detail to Moscow and Georgia, but my appeals found no response from the so-called
‘patriots’ of that time. I could have arranged for the transfer of Besiki’s remains and
tombstone to Georgia... but my voice remained unheard”.
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When Mepisashvili proposed reburying Besiki in Georgia, the only known in-
formation about his burial site was that it had been located somewhere in lasi. However,
a particularly intriguing piece of evidence emerged that complicated the matter.

In 1929, the Georgian émigré newspaper “Tetri Giorgi” published an article by
Mikheil Dadiani, a Georgian cadet and later an officer in the Polish army. In this artic-
le, Dadiani recounted that after leaving Georgia in 1921, he found himself in Romania,
specifically in Bucharest, where he claimed to have discovered Besiki’s grave in one
of the city’s cemeteries: “Besiki’s grave is in a terrible state. What was undoubtedly
once a beautiful monument has been reduced to a mere trace, so eroded that only a few
words in Latin are still visible — among them ‘Giorgio’ and ‘Gaba,” which must be part
of Besiki’s surname. Perhaps this grave was forgotten because we never had certainty
about Besiki’s burial site. Many believed he was buried in lasi, possibly confusing him
with another prominent Georgian figure. Now that we know exactly where his grave
is, we are obliged to take care of it”.

However, Dadiani did not specify which cemetery in Bucharest he had visited,
making verification of his claim impossible. Moreover, it is conceivable that he misre-
ad the inscription, mistakenly interpreting the letters “Gaba” as a reference to Besiki.

While it is theoretically possible that someone transferred Besiki’s remains
from Iasi to Bucharest, the question remains — who would have undertaken such an
arduous task? Why would they leave behind the tombstone, a valuable marble slab?
Perhaps because moving it would have been too difficult? And why reinter him in
Bucharest rather than in another cemetery in lasi?

There are no definitive answers. One can only speculate. However, I am incli-
ned to believe that Dadiani misidentified another person’s grave as Besiki’s.

Given that the poet had no relatives in the area, it is plausible that when the
cemetery in lasi was dismantled, his remains were either left in situ or reburied in a
nearby location.
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M35 3 (Map 3): . d39§@3dab G930l

BM33396@0 (1878)
Ll ]
ket . I Sl i med ﬂ 2. by dgdsMmgmdes Jomsgo
A A ) Bigo(6a)/buyoaba?
‘Z‘W L RBadonads .#""b
’l/ .'""')""".' I, = dogdodob 08039 B 30D ,mb@o“-b dob-

‘ O3 mmomoE, bLsdbMgm-Esbogmgmomn  ©s-
O | / dmB3gdmmos ,,A30pp . gb bLabgmo 0dogg

| B s 2
/ / Buulivg *

4, / '(A’n} : Lodmbobmmbs s Dmaswsm, mmMomdals
7 ‘ / : | g bgmdob 50360d36g9mao@ — 0D (3R3m-
| : g2 qapa, ’I 0 = (36mdomos xgM 30093 V‘I‘I Lo 3-

N )7 \ / 6ob ,,Lm3byGo ggmaMoxr0nEsE”.2 Joms-

Job eeggebrgme Labgeros 9bybrgy,
m3gmbsg  LodbMgmnsb  ¢dnsmme
9LDE3Mds MMENMBnL bgmdal s bg-
DIk mob doogamo (30bg-bodogmg — sogse-yo-
~. ™9 (wgg. engiizekkap: kalesi). LB
3ol doohbg3lb a. Jogmomady dyyoc: ,bm3
i o6 boMmdmoagbos mmmomm3dnb-6ymal
35 ©0bgdadg aobmogqgdmmo smgs-yo-
™5 D065/ bs(60)b 7.3
1926 bemol 30335L00b IbaMol LodbgMm-Gm3mamagamma bymazgm-
boobo G395, . dogMadal Bbaszba, 08539 danmsl smagbgdlb ,odmMEL

(129)%, ®&m3mol AMomm-s0dmbagmgmom, gMmbs ©s 0ds3q bgmdsdo sxmbad-
Bymos ,m@bs (47) @s 0dzg — »0bo (29)%,* sBmEE LS s MmEbs-abal bgmdgdl
ds 30 = ,0d30bmE0 (59)%, AMIgmboss sMogmmbgm o3mdMmbogdoom (G)3o
4). smgd-yomyg M35bg 3mbadbyymos Gmames PKp. IOneosi0 kana. sDme-
&0 (mg3. 9dYbogmg) dgdstgmdl njowsb 3 33. AMmamm-smdmbagmgmom,

" bakpanze, Apxeonoeuueckoe Ilymewecmeue, 8. 1.

2 Jogoomady, mdzgemgbo Gom, ag. 137.

*0d3g-

4abol (mgs. Altin ¢anak, ,mdGmb 0obo®) Joorgmo ggemgboob 606663336%3 dmbabemgl
1996 Brobogol babemob 390mgdo 3dmbos ©8dgbgdamemo (303053300, 3m3msdsdy,
Bom-gomx oo, az. 109-111), beoaem m@bsdo (omyg. Kirazli, ,dem0560%) 8mbabemgmds
@b gdL 93maboob s@bgdmdsl g.6. ,,doemobgbob 0sbob®, 864 ,93mmaboob Ibamgb*

(bmz0d30em0 [s Lb3s], Gom-gmomxgomab dggergdob, ag. 120).
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om0 Md-bymal gMo-gMon 3oMxg906s dgbs3000b, sDMEE0L-bymal bgmds-
do, Hm3gmo(s Jomadowsb bLadbGgm-smdmbogmgmom, ,obMmME 0L nsmgdosb
(6403)" 0gdlb Lomaggl s gomabmab MgMmEgds mmEmyd-bysmb (3o 4).

09) 3530035m0bbnbgdom, Mmd mozeadamggmo @obobgmgdgdol ,aoms-
o dgdab” 36m39L3n, Mabos b. godos ,mbIsmuEow gos@gbom® JoGommem
&™M3mb0dgdL MBmogdL," 4536 (39mmgdmmo nym s6odsG@m dggmo babgemgdol
O Jmoe 0sMadbs (mmbms g3mgbos — emGo Jomabyg, dagemzoby — 396-
& 3oy, Joxobzoby — dg0mobzomyg s 5.9.), 96390 3basgbo YmgMowomdab
g0 dgmo Logysgono 933, Mo 800 sbow, ,oghdgm” @¥GzemNge-
boes odmggs (AOomob-@ds — RomeoM-gmmg; mEobysbs — pmmnddaby,
35b0560 — 35L0bmgM, 3MBLES6EGNEM3men — ol dbdMm, M Mddm — HernEsm
5 5.3.), 50300 boMm3mbaaqbos, Hm3 abobgmgds ,Ds(60)b bgze® mogwe-
30Mzgmo meMmadbomoaym MmamE(s ,dsb ©gcg“ (nMd. ,ogcg“ 60dbaglb
»693L%), boomm eHmms gobdsgmmdada oy dnmobogol sGoxdal doddg-
@0 , 996" bLodmmmme dg33mamoym dsmmgals goboggda bodyzoom ,0beyb*
(a@dgmn), beagnm Bys(60)b bgzl, Gm3mals bogdyg Jomad 1 dmbogmgosb bad-
begor-omdmbagmgmom bgdmblgbgdnem «dbogmgl nsmsdwyg 20 33-0s, gbm-
@ »9b90 @9M7" (»3Mdgmo bymds*).

o3 3996900 Lagmomog , D" BM3MbadL: (3bowns, Hm3 myy dob Jom-
o bom3mdmdsdyg bagdatn dgbadmgdgmos do3dgmmab dodotmgdada, m-
am (3 doohbos g. Jogmamadgl, 35d0b ngogg 0dbgds ,bs(60)b bgmdal® dgd-
0bgg3e9n(3, Mo dgodmagds bogogzombmo MHmamz ,dDmemn/dbasbo bgsa,
»09930/amOHMbe” bgg0.? LagoMonome, dgdamadda bmdbyFmewm dob gbmws
SDMOE-sdMMEI(3BMM0  (Mobog, ™LIsmYMal sbommaonMa, dgodmgds
96m@mL ,Lm3bYMa© ass@gboma® JoGmyma GM3mbodn), bmmm oM -
mo@ — dbogMg. gb 3o 30394aMgdl a. Jogmomadol 3oMol, Hm3 byys(bn)
Mbs ymgomoym dbogmglb smrs-ysmgl (30bg (0wygs. engiizekkapr kalesi),
bobmoab (omgg. Bagbasi) 10 338. s@3mbagmamom ©s mmMomdob (30606
25 33. htvommgmoo (G935 O).

SMRO-4om/9banbgzlb Jomggmo s3@mMMgda dzges mmMomdab (30-
bgwag 3mablbgbngdgb.? Bosmn Jommmma Batmd8mBsgemmds 9934393 o6z mbIs-
9L @ogygbgdnsm, Bmzs 1549 Bmob 13 bgd@g3dgML 39baM3s 533g-g30ds3
10-Bemoobo d6dmmgdals dgdga oxmMomda, bmemm 18 Lgd8gddgmb ,odhs-g3s-
™g“/»mbanbgdo @s03ymm.* bmmmsb bmymgodsbal Bng®m mmEmamabs s s-
®O-yormgl a3ymmdol, ommmmmdomsb @ebygdmm ambomb (30b0lb LadbgMm
99L3g@0(3098Ls S gMEMbAL bgmdals JoMmggmgdl smbg@l 3 dmdmmadal

"' xodos, gm@xolbBobob 30em39000, 3. 26.

2 0dos, gmmxob@obob goemsgomob, ag. 26.

8 Jogoo@ady, mdzgemgbo Gom, 3. 140.

4 Bogdmdags, o dmmwob (3069, a3. 7; Jogos@ady, bsgommzgarmb bobgerdbogmagdmazo,
a3. 34-35.
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daemm dmboboamyg g3mos Rgmagdo, Hm3gmoas 5bodbagl, Mm3 smgs-yomg
,bogdommggmmb 80bsbdy 8gdsmgmdl®,! mmmmydal (30bg ,LodoGmzgmml 89-
3ol — 3586mmal 539693mmns”,? bonemm ,bodoBomggmmb ygmo® gotds d6dm-
mgdob dgdmaga go0oMs L,omdb m@mIm(3soRz0dg@o Bemolb 3oLndol docggm
mgb“,? 569 1647 Bemals 8 6mq8dgMb.* cxmMomB-(30bg ogm XV baw 360l co-
Lobynbdo ;mgdnMm-mgbgol gMc-gMcn doMomswa dsbs 3o sbs@mmasbs s 5don-
96393350530 80bo MedJMMdgB0b MML;® bmemm 1549 b. 0939339630 gg@-
06560 I-badn goabagbom bgamdn byymgodsb 3obbo 0Bygds mbdsmmms
dogM mmMomd-(30bobs o smRs-yormgl smgdob s oxmGmmadl ,anMxobo-
6ol §3946930L" @gmsgomasgsm dmablgbogdl (bym. 1-2).6

935> 4 (Map 4): 35335600l Ibs&Gab bymgg@mbasba
badbgEMm-Gm3maMmsgoyma Gy 30b gMoadg6@n (1926)

" Diindar, Erzurum Beylerbeyiligi, a3. 260; 353035dg, 3oGomady, §omb ob@mmonwsb, a3. 91.

2 9300 Rgmagdo, dmg dommmdal 6ogbo, |, a3.318.
%0439, ag. 321-322.

“0d39, a3. 334.
® 930000 Bgemgdo, 8mg bom@mmdol 6ogbo,ll, a3. 116,3496.9: 3. gyogmadob ;msbrs@ormemo

3™MB896@ o0l dgbadadobo.
¢ Clavjo, Embassy to Tamerlane; dogorstsdyg, mdzgemgbo §om, agz. 138.
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3o 5 (Map 5): GoogleMap-%g ©5§sbama
9d69Mg-9639Dg33930-bsbyma-amBomd3nbab sGgsema

Ly, 1-2 (Fig. 1-2): 9dnbrogMgb scgs-ysmy,
0gn3g Engiizekkapi kalesi. 0. 3m3mos§asdg. 2018.
(bn. 2 ob. IMI936m 337M DY)
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3. by dgdsMmgmdes dsdamy?

a. Jogmomadg mzmal, Mm3d dadoyy ngogg oomG ool (30698, 564 s gmeo
505960l ol (36mdo pgesdsmsga sbos 3gx0b @AM, MmIgmoa s ,gH dYMdab
b9abobs s dogn Drgol 083539330690 gm abady FgdoMgmdos s gods@m-
b9dmo Bamdstgmds 93030 3. 935360@0bL bamsgggdbs @s Lodmasomm gM-
ByEmdal Ibocgbg“ 08 Bmsms Lol gdsda, BGmIgmoas gmBmbob, bgHRsed-bxb,
OmOHOM30b-6ymob, 3065-Lybs s Mmmmobob-bymal bysmasdymeb Bodm-
5©a96L; 935bmsb, mMHMIal (30b0L goMdgdm oo Jomado bos sMbYdy-
moym, ®mImob 9o obobmgdsb ,bsbomag® 333mg396n dsdoemmm d0nRbgzl. !
mb3smgmal BogmM dbaMob o3yMmdal 3gMomemdn (XVI L.), babuymoosb 27 33.
bodbGgmam, mbbol dogdda dgdsmy mmEmmmA-(30b0b Labobgdo gomdgdmem-
&YIgmo oym 45 ©obobmagdoo s 2749 3mdmom; 3.9., obagmgmnsb — bo-
LoMgb (bLaomMs) Msdsmom s bmgmom (owmyg. Kemerkaya-Esendurak), beagnm
REomm-©sbagmgmnsb 12 38-30 — bmbom&Gmooo (omgs. Dorukiu) s q9dq-
Joo (omgg. Visneli;? G435 6). 1996 Bgmb gdg4ob 0o bmbormGmmob Jodomemo
93qbogdo LEMmosE asbsanMmgdymo sa3zbms.? XX Loyzmbaol 3oMgqem
bobggzemdn ombENI-sMMg0bals sbomma dogab@G Mool Imbs3z9m3s oxmGom-
30l (30bgL 83960 smdns 12 33. LadbMgo-smdmbegmgmom, bowss sbaemo
Jomado om@odo 5d560s (Mr3s 6). (30693, MmMIgmo(s dggm absms goboysm-
bg 39306 gmMdos, 5 35Mas Mmagz0bo abGmmammo 360d36gmmds.*

" sdmmody, bogomoggermbs s dobo 3mepodogo@o, ag. 259.

20439, a3 134; 138-139; 8abiogg, Gombos, ag. 100-101.
$853035dg, 3oMomadyg, Gomb ob@mmoowasb, a3. 92-96.

4 203009300, 3m3mo@5dy, Gom- mofmxgon, a3. 26, 38.
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993> 6 (Map 6): GoogleMap-%g ©58s6nema
babaymo-omGomdobg-omGanydab sGgsma

dgmerg b0z, a. Jogmamadg ndobog 9bndbagl, Mm3 ,d. 3om@BEmmaL-
30, Joems g dodamalb smogbgdes X bagyznbals Jooygmo 8mbabgmal, babmmal
sanmsl, Mmdgmog omMomdosb dbmmme momEg gommdggmom oy
560l odmmgdamo,’ bonmm @. 3. 3939960 53 Jomadb d93Mse@ MRmm RMwon-
mmgoom, gmEmbob 398 ©0bgdobmsb ghom-gfmo 33069 dgbszowanb dggfomg-
30l sanm®sb 8qdsmg sBbolb/gMmbobmsb gdgdlb®,? sbgy mmborsl LadbGHgmoom,
39 9M930L (3069Lmsb (Emyg3. Cevreli) s bmg. 9@bobmsb (mag. Kilickaya).?
03a39M0@, sMsjbob bgmdal Hm3 mago ogsbgdmm, JoM@m cmMomabyse-
FmEmbol bgmdsda, 96.5 33. dsbdombyg, dodomb dgdomgmdol biyem (3m@Go
Lodn goMmnsb@o a3543b (g 7): ommEmm3z0bg (. Jogmemadyg), babyea (3.
3om@Mmgzbgo), 39896 930/gcbabo (6. 3. 393Dg60).

030l gomgz5mabbobgdom, Hmd sby@gmgdb msgnsbmo gogmgbs magwe-
306M39mom bms 3593639t gd0bsm sbns dgxz0l EOMEbogem ©snsgbals badg-
3mb gesgemsddy (mGommaddy), 3g0dmd, Gm3 bgsbGm Jomsdb njdowsb
om&Om3nb bgmdada Aommagmon o6 97 33-000 @odmMgdam gcmbobdo (3g-
&96930), 30339 27 38-000 MM gdmm babeymdo Mbos gosgbazzms, 30w-
69 850 50 Bemol d93mga 9OHsMGMb 3953 30b9gs ©o03YMmMdos; 3803, 30m@)-
3L 3ol 3mbabEgds dodamyl bobmmmsb aobmagbgdal dgbobgd, HmIgmacs

" ba8dns, ovm@momdal (3063, ag. 70. XVI-XVII bog3969980L mbdsmao pogomtgdals
dabgz00m, nm@orndab Absmgdo yzgmadg oo babmmaob 6s30g ngm s 80l Labsbgddo
dgmomms sM35MBm 35bmdgmo g0bodol (omgs. Pehlivanl) s 5banbgz0b (mgs.
Dikyar), s589© 0bo-m@bsb @s 9335mad-md3ob bgmdgdolb abobmgdgdas (3odnzady,
3o®aemady, Gomb ob§mmonwsb, 33. 92-96).

2 39988060, bogommggermb d3gemo 9obm- s §m3mbodozob, ag. 315.

® Hewsen, The Geography, ag. 206-210; ©58mb393mmoas 65dMmInwsb: dJogomsmady,
Gombos, az. 104.

39



300905619mMdL MMM 3bymol dno-6gmdn, bgmdal dmagata 3oGal (30b0wsb
(9689D93-3930 3ormgbn) 10 33. @sbogmgmom, sbasmadasbabggns.’

Otkhta, ==

493> 7 (Map 7): GoogleMap-%g ©5&s6aema
amAMomd(zabg-bsbama-g@babab (39896Mg30) s@gsma

4. @35 bygMmom dgadmgds 5@Lgdmdegl
d5356mBLS 3353 ammb ImMab?

2016 benal mg@m3dgmdo, mdzob, ndbbobs s babymol dmMogn dmbsobymg-
30bob, N BMbrgFMgdo 356530 M(36mda JoMormma g3mgboss egegnjbofgm,
3ol babgmos dodomm ba (B30 8). ,d5356MDab dodgmab® 39mgddy
X Loy 39960L SbmInogMeyma bs30bGn Bombgmgdo saombyg g. aogmdadgd go-
doggts, Mm3mob dobggzom, 39060 9dsms 13g@gbmds nmsebg baoalid(3gdmon-
bodn G0l Bndmgbomo; 3gbadadabaw, dodocmbo 0mabyg baomalbd(393mab be-
bgmmdobs bos nymb, abg Bmam s mdgo (L. 3-4).

53009650 500l dgbadmgdgmoa, Hmd 05b6s3gMm3g ,d5dsMmMbob IMs-
3ombog 39bmgdmog bLomMdggddo ,,dodnme“ ndomgdmgb? MHmam s (36mdo-
0o, 3396M9d0 T 5 1, 0 s U YAHIOG M ©836gMrmdsdo 9MmIsbgmabegsb o6

"by30dg30mm0 (s bbgs), Gom-jeomxgomal dggemgdob, ag. 70-71.
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a5606MB9305," bnemm ab@mGoym-ggmamogonmo bobosomal 33mggzaobsl Hg3m-
396@gdm0s u-b 0- 65300635.2 9y oFoBM DL, bLagoMomomu 33056 .-z
demmgom@b 3mgsdm@mgdo, 35306 godmmal, Hm3d dobo Bsjombgs dgbsedemg-
dgmo bgds Mmame g dsdscm // dsdoemm // dsdaenyy // dsdagny.

5630dm0b (36mdom, dodomlb 39dmga @ooggbal bLo@obGm Jomado bee-
30 go053000 (11-12.2).2 Gmam& 3 gb bdomom bogds 8og@ms300bs @s aobbes jmo-
900m, §39960L 3yMmMbgd0l 3gdmaa, sanemdmba(33emgdeem dmbabmgmdal
&™3mb0da(z mab doodzb sboem Ladmbobemmdn, Joo ©39@ 9L, MmmgLbas J39960L
gosdsmsdlb gbgds baddg. oangg dmgmgbs g. Jogomomadglb bbgs 65dGM3gddn(s
093L gobboaema (3sg., dzgemo 33bgms — my3. 3(3bg0d);* Bgbadadobaw, dsb
d99m9g, Moz dodamyy oM gmgdal babgmdbogmda dmgdse, @obodzgdos,
™3 godgm ddommggmagdbs oy dmbobemgmdsl sbamo bsd 3znMmmbscmgal
03 sgomab babgmo dogboggdnbom, MHm3gma(y 0dnmgdoo @oGm3ab.

otz 03ob godmgMa(zbog, Hmad dodombal gzmgbns, GmIgmbs dgdm-

Lobegmogh Bga(bo) (rgs. soxe-yowa/9bandggge30); 2830bmMo (rmgg. be-
RORY), NG Nbo0/m@bs (mg3. JoMsdmon) s MHmImab gocdgdm, xbMbogmgl
bgmdadogyg, 4 33. Moobdo pmydegs dgdmmbgboma 4 g3magbool (do3gmal) —
Erikli-s,® Dilgesor Gozetleme-s,° Eski Kilise-l7 @5 ms35@ dodstmbal — 6sbaMg3980

(G939 9), 0gmb ob sgomon, Amdmol Jzgos dMggddo bedywedmm ©snd 3300-
9L dgmm a56bobggbgdgmo aoybgdal bodggym Jomsedds s ddstmmggmgods.

" 3o8on-bobyemol 0gb6@mdob dgbobgd 8mbodMmgds Mbos gyMbmdmuaglb bo@gyzal
»30d0ea®  Jgbadmm  GEabbym@mBszoal  Lo@ygzedo ,bsbymoa®.  om@mdgm-bomoob
Lodmgamdy, 8oMEnbdn, GnEM-98wnbol JoGm3abal  ImbabGgmmsb, g3xMoE0bL
dgbs3o@ JmEEabob (amMoglb) jommadyg, ab@mmomm bsbdo (om@d. 3830; bmes. 560,
3. Anitli) 3pgds@gmdl IV-V bb. 3s30b 0g300b33mdmab g3mgbos, Gmdgemag 2015
Bgmb B8mgabobymyg. smbobodbagos 3. gmdadobs ®s 3. gqgog3960dz30mob 33mmg3900
3o3m/bobmmob dbgozbgdgdol dgbobgd; 39Mdme, g. agEgzsbodgomo 50bndbsgl,
M8 3. xmdodgb Gm@-00@0bol 353m Foshbrs bobmmolb @Imsmm 0bb3oMsznswm
(Gedevanishvili, The Khakhuli Dome Decoration, a3. 56-57; Djobadze, Early Medieval
Georgian Monasteries, 146). 6035bmdmongns, Mm8 oy@dgonlb Jommggmagda Gomb
bobmol g3mgboolb eemgbsg 303mb gdobnsb.

2 ogoro@ady, md3g9emgbo §om, a3. 138, 143; Menukuusunu, YKH, a3. 46.

% Diakonoff, The Pre-History, 3. 194, 396. 82; Diakonoff, Kashkai, Geographical Names, a3.
xi; 37, 122; 3gemogdndgomo, bodbmgor-mobsgemgo bogstoggenmb, agz. 375, 377.

4 Jogome®ady, mdzg9emgbo Gom, a3. 137, 143.

®0d3g, a3. 49-60.

& 8mobbgbogds Omamez obE. bmg. ,mbymoe®, o3gs8s . NbMbogMgb wdobo
(bmz0330em0 [o Lbgs], Gom-gers@mxgomnl dggengdob, ag. 117).

78gdsmgmdl J. qbmbogmgb 3mbgbob ¢ds6380 (0dzg, a3. 129).
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G35 8 (Map 8): GoogleMap-bg @s@>6omo
™3 30-9d060969-35356mDab 3> > J>doMmmbab Jo3geman

Sasaroz Sapeli

; PNk 1k &80 B e
L. 3-4 (Fig 3-4): 35356mBab 53mqbaabs
JoGogma B5669Mgda. 0. g0g05330m0. 2016
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6930 9 (Map 9): eg3. 999bryMgb ghogemal,
9bgdo-Jomabgl, 35356mBabs s amagbm@ab g3emgbagda

5. by d9ds6MgMmdsd g3 gmalb J3gys6s?

83 goobgadg LEmMO 3obybabogol bszzebdm 3060dbgdsl admags a. Jogoe-
dg: ,0b gomgdmgds, Mmd dgbms dodamyl smgdol d93ga d0gdstmgds dg-
dgo0b 439960bs s Jomog Dmonbs/bs(60)bs 396, Mbos Bommomgdbwglb gMon
5 08539 39d@™E by Fomn gobmaggdal babamagdmme, Hmdmal @sbobyoldo
Jomado dsdoemyy, bmmm dob goarmds, bagsmommms hhmammagmaom, dgdgmals
9394965 5 Jomodo Dmo0bs/bes(6n) Fgdomgmdobgb®;' b. aman@ondys 8nnB-
693L, ®m3 oLy gmol doMomswn g4b3sbbos dodoMoryma agm Jobmsb sbeml
dymggn onsgbobs s 3ol 3gbmdmo asbmogqgdymo d39y69d0lL Bobssrmd-
©93“;? 03(39, &. Igmogndznm by oyMbmdnm s Lbzs 833mggemms Bbasg-
Lo, bLadmmmm ©sb3zbolb godm@obabsl, aboborg dgbodsedal Jzgysbsl Mym
©33mMgdnm sa0mgddn sma3bgdgb; 39Mdmm, oy Dgdmo gobgomamgdmm
mmaogob go3939d0m, 35d0b dgdgmo ¢bws 3gdsmgmdoglb ommodbymal
a5b63M03 ,B536 360393mm0” Fmbbal dmsms bob@gdal gHo-gMm bgmdado o
565 0bg ImEL, BmamE (3 0dowsb 180 33-00 sdmEmgdama dogdgmas. dgdgmo-
do3dgmo ggmbg@ oMo 8baszbgdol godm (580b ©833980L (30096908 30 Jo-
»39e 89360969330 o), do3dgmn dgdgmam dnoRbos g. dgmododzamas,’
Gm3ob 838mEM0@g@omsi gb dmbodMgds bbggddss asobasmgb.* dgdgmals

' ,dggmo g3mgbns®, 8rgdemgmdl dodommbob 808mgdemy.

2 Jogooady, md3gemgbo Gom, a3. 137.

S aman@ndg, bodbmgor-obsgemgomn bogsmomzggemb, a3. b4.

4 Menukuuund, K ucmopuu opesneii I'pysuu, a3. 176-177; 3obogg, Haupu-Ypapmy, a3. 60,
253; dobogg, VKH, a3. 441-442.
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3bgoglb Bm3mbadl hggb 3bzgdom Lbgs Bysmmgdda(s: sLyMemo (dms ,,d93d9%),
DOm0 (J39y96s ,3939m0%), Joamema (,d5d0b dos”, ,85339m0%);' ,bg-
530mb BaMBIgmal (36m3Mgds30“ Fmblgbogdmmas dgdsmal dms Lad(zbgdn,
Mm3gmo(z dgbadmgdgmoas ngogg dogdgmo aymb, Mmam s doshboso a. doaby-
odgl, 6. (39¢bmadglb s b. aman@ndglb; od(3e, gomggdema MRgds, Mo@md
mbos Imgblbgbgdabs dobomo badMbdgml dogdgmn dgdome X bowminbgdn do-
dob, MHmEgbsz 3533900 03 @Mmabomgalb ¢339 bogdomm (36mdoema Bbatg ngm;
ymgzge d930b3g3930, Lad bl dgdoms 3gMabsnMom 396 0gbgds gs0a30390mmo
©0obabs (&omb) d93gomasb.

o) Aggb dgdgob 39dgdm mmGonm3bymol dmsms bl gdsdn, 35dab ob-
3ol goobgs: 3mbzMg@mmom 80l MmM3gm bgmdsdn dwgdsmgmdes dadaemal
(bobyemol?), dmab (dmbrgmgl), @& mbsal (m@bsob) d0dwagdsdgr ,d5dg0mab
33099657 maoggmaw, gb 39996 gbes agmb 1339 babbgbgde gbbrg®y-
m@bol dmEnb 3gdstmg 9d30LmENL ob6/ws 53 93565Lbgmnbs s M@ bolb dm-
30Ms306g 0mMomdbymol Jom (36965 39bs3500980b bgmds. abysl (4-8) s
stgadomon l-0b (9-12.2) bombgmgddn dgmmmgds Jomagdgdo dodoemyy s b,
dog™ad dom d0dgdofge dgdgmab gdzgysbs ,Rsbozgmgdamoas® 8d3omadals
9394600 (8nbeo: ,,@o303ysM0 @ooggbals J399sbs, Jomsdn dsdoeme, Ladggm Jo-
mado 3G dmmom ©og03ysMo, [...] doggmn dgdgmal 4399693y, Jomod byys(3-
©9)". 90andma l: ,Jomadn s, @osmbob (439960b) badggm domsda, 3g gomes-
B30 [...] 4399565 83 30madn, Jomog dodamal J39ysbs”); 564, sGg0dm0lb MH™L
353530bob EMHmMabogmo osnbolb bodgym Jomsdo 339 e3yMmdoeo dodo-
b Bado goobyms, bmmm dgdgmal J394b6ab ababgmgds ¢bws hobs(s-
3mgdmmoym 53 3dmadno.

6. by 39356 M3 >33 3o m3da b J3zgysbs?

MM (3 00060369, b99m39Mbsb M30bg (M930 4) mmENmM3bymal JoGgza-
6o bgmdado, sSDMOELS s MG bl ImEal bohggbgdns 53 3obm G o (Lm3b. ,o0-
30b bg30“). ngogg byGomb g30h39693L 1903 Brob 30335L00b Mmendal Logbom
3o (Bgs 10).

0d30bmMo ommmmdob bymob ghm-ghmo Jomgzgbs dgbszowal
a5L63M03, bmagg. domaab (My3s 11; 0mg3. hondadn, B4y39 9) 08 bgmdals (,4399-
bob®) aoomBs Bgdsmgmdos, MHmdgmai oxm@omdal dom3bgbs 396350000
Lobom omgdos bamsoggl 14.6 33. hMommgmom ©s Lawsg dmgmo magobo ©o-
©3099mgb00 ©adb m 3 30, seKe-yomagwasb (Engiizekkapt kalesi) 18 38. @s bobyy-
moEsb 27 33. Moommgmom (G 3gs 10-11).

" 8o0byyody, odmbogermmds@mormem §mims 350, a3. 21-22; (39¢36emody, dozdgor-
089669306 §m3mbodns, agz. 10; Jogmemady, mdzgmabo Gom, az. 139-140; amgo@ndy,
bodbmgor-wobogamgomo bogstoggemmb, az. 103.

44



6. d9639m0s g356300L XVII bavy3960L abensdn® o3 gddn o3¢
(36mdgdL, Lowsg 98 oMgomdn 8mblgbngdamoas bado Lbgsabbgs Lmggma:
m3d30,356d0-m330 @om3zaby&o,' Mo booymzl oo gfmm obob-
9350 (»d39960@“) oEbLgdmdsl, bLowsz M3zobyma (5330bmEn) Mbrs ymggo-
moym 8obo LadbGgmn (J393m) baboa, bmgz. md 30 — s BsBoema, benenm ™3 3-
39670 (8mbab®gMo) @s M3 gob 3oy ((30bg) — FEommgma (bgdm) baboemo, dg-
3mbobmgEmmon ,,35640L" nomgdoo (Mmgs 11).2

00b0dbnmnEsb 353dmdnbamy, LbmMgm o3 @obabmgdgdl 1bos dmo-
(393090 d3gmo 5d30madalb Jggysbs, Madog Mgmogn® LyMommsb ghmaw
335Mb3nbgdlb 83 3omodn-0d3obmEMo-md 3ol 833968 GmbyGozyco
3baogLbgda(z. 9330bmM0l EEg396gma bobgmos bogoxgs (Mm s 12).

39-11-13 M 39800 g gdabsob ognbobsogm, mm3d 1903 b. My 30L dm-
bo(3930bg0b gobbbgoggdoom (M3 10), momgdal govzo3Mogmademos 8d30-
LeEOL (Emg3. Logexs) 8m3nMwednmyg AMmammagma bgmds mdzob (35640b)
300053mMgb0@sb oM@ m3-bymadwyg (1926 b. M 30Dg bmgs. ,gomms”, B ge 11);
099339, bgmdab 3350 mgbsz 890603690 (0ma3. Logoxsb ao@omds, G 3s
12). gomosb (mg3. »,h0d530%) 2 33. RMoommgmom godbomwgds g3mgbonb
65636930.7 3 30bmM30(z (bogogs) BogboMrgds H8wgb0dg g3mgbool bsba-
93900 o d3ge xo39d0, s0dmbogmgmom, — dgbabgmamalb mazdyg Ro@eby-
o mMb5396@ 0560 dzo sbmBm o 3M @m0 madnsMyma Bambgmom.*

(£ 77 ?v 1 (8 il T =0 1.7,

9935 10 (Map 10): 35335b0ab bs@ab bagdosm Ao 30b gMs339680 (1903)

' 39bggmos, @ozmmgdn, a3. 285-286, 289; Giviashvili, Oshki: architecture and historic
context, g3. 323.

2 2018 Bgemb 4. 9Dmbogmgb 896008, R3gbo 308smmgal Logmdggmdy, oG bEwI-
sMm3060b dogob@Momal GMmagamg@nmsb dmbbbs ababgmgds ,md3-35640" (Lmab.
»330b 8mbabBgmn®) s ab ,,md jom® dgzgome.

4 bey(30330m0 (o bbgs), Gom-jmmemxgoob dygemgdob, ag. 126.
“0dsg, ag. 120-124.
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Amgs 11 (Map 11) boabggﬁm-@)m3maﬁagnﬂgn
byonzgMmbosba G 30b gMma33d96@ 0 (1926)

633.) 12 (Map 12): GoogleMap -9 Qa@aSnQn
babymo-n3056-9639b93-bogsxgs-JaMsdma-mdzab s@gsma
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7. by I9gdsMmgmdEs d399balb 336a?

LobGgMgbms FmbadMYds ,d399b0b 3oGabe® s gobmd@obgmmoa ,bojomngyg-
mmb ygmob® (,a9mx0dmmsda”, xmobdgmobgmmo ,abs JoGmnmabs®) ngogg-
md3bmsb ©s39330M9d0m," MMBgmbay 03. Kog35b0dz0ma bodsmggmmb Lod-
b gm-obogmgm badmgmem 300hbggl s Mmdgmo sMDOHNI-mmMomdol
dogob@mMom@mn gbab ds-69mDy Bogdemgmdl; omd(3s, 39¢3md, M3 53 dgd-
ob3935d0, 30695l moddBmdals s@gomals 3m33sd@Mmdol gomgsemalboby-
dom, of bws 0gmabbdgdmoglb ommEmmM3-Eymab oMo bomsgal, sedgw by-
mdob 3o-bgmal 3960, gbanbggolb godab (30bg (Englizekkapt kalesi) o5 dobo
doM(3b9bs dgbo 3ol — gbanbg 3ol bgmds (FOue3eky depe), Mol Dgdmm
0dmgds 9bandggob nomagdo (Juns FOnewozeknv, Go3s 12). 0dosb mdzolb ©sdy-
Mmdadmg 3o gfmo bgmob gs63mgbss, Mobaz 08539 1926 Brob Myy30dg ©o-
&oboo gbabg30L noemol Md3meb sds3ogdntgdgemn domo 3oz 330h396900:
»3539850mg 83 (bomsodJHm) Memwobolb? d39460b BobssmBoga, Jomsd dmob?
BobsomBoga [...] Bo3900 89 J39460L 3oG0m* 83 30msadal® d39960bL babssm8oga
[...] bd3o J3gysbs 3g ngosb dmzgamoagy, (3o00) dmbobemgmds Agdlb J3gysbab
30308589: J399obs 3905,° J399obs 83 35mad0,” Jomsd Bodomab? d3gysbs”. 96-
a9Dg30L bgmds GoogleMap-g 560dbgmos Mmamt(s ogosta (Dikyar), bem-
mm 0omgdo — Amutlu Yalasi (6935 12).°

"amao@odyg, bodbmgor-sbogengmo bsgstmozgcrmb, ag. 109.

% 0g3039 ©0ab, 0b. J393mo.

*9bbryy.-

4 9bgybggob 3omo.

® M3 30-5330bm0.

® 03039 Jows, ab. J398mon.

7 03 30-5330bm0.

8bobeemo (?), dodamrmba (?).

? §m3mbodo ,9b6abg30% sa0omol dggm Labgmb Mbos M 39330MEgdmmal, Mowash
3. e dgmaobogolb ob ghzgnmme gmgmb. bmd o 8m8rnbsmgmdl ,9bambgg0”
» 01000sb“? 9bambgy gomob gL ©ogos® gomows dmobbgbogdgb. Labgemdo
»0030560% 30 dgbadmms 030mbgdmegb 8obo JoMormmo gudg (»oo-3oM0”, oo
3960 [?], soombob 3o60“ [?]) Bombgoagswm 0dobs, Hm3 gb Labgmo MB®m g300bmgmas:
1955 Bemol smbgmom gbambggolb bobgmo ogm ,©0335mg“ (»(30390m (30bg%), bom
1960 Bemob smbgfoom — ,030060%. 0d6gd 83 dgdmbzgze3n sgomo 3jmbos Labyob
B™M3mMbndmsb dnobmmgdol 36g(39096@)L: osLENMadgmoas g3mabool omHLgdmds
bgmdab ,domobgb® (,93mgboob®) ¢ds6d0, MmBemob 3930, sanmmdMogms mddom,
bemgmab ,omzemab® (bgdm) mdsbdn, dggem x089d0s Ro@obgdmmo (byy0dzomo [
bbgs], BGom-gemsmixgomol dggergdob, az. 127). L. gogdosb ,ogm®ab” dobaoemgddo
(xodos, gmmxobBsbol goemsgonl, az. 596) ,bgz0bzomn® Bobb, HmA3 ‘396" ggemdosbo
3m33mboGob ggmamogommo babgmgdolb asg@39mgdol sMgomoa dogemo  Gomo
(o039, (306(35dg, doMsdady, Gomb mbmdslbdozs, as. 789).
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8. by dgdsMmgmds ool (Ymenbal)
d394562 > J39ysbs 35> 7?

3530bLgbmm, Hmam® smBgAaL Bomb LodrgFMmgdl gobmdE o do@mbndgama: ,bos-
G0dogb! bgoo [...] gmEmbob? sm8mbagmgom 30gbge, 6L ods o©o oo
[...] 58mbagmom gmEmmbob dabsg; LadbGom mmENM3nwsd hsdmbyyemo dms
0s3mg; sbsgmom mmmanmob Bms; Boommo gmMmbo s abdnmal dos.’
1903 bals 30y “Hov” boh3969000 BoM3obmob sbemb, LodbMgmom,
omEO0¢dob s@03mbagmamom ©s 0bo-mE@bso-5d 30LmE-5bMEE-babymal badb-
90-50dmbagmgmoom (M 3s 13).

353m 3o 3mbabdEMgds nabs s @nwab (moabob) J39460b 0gb-
-&emdal dgbobgd: ,obmon@dn gbGsmymo gmbgdolb dgMmygmdals (o-
©0/0000) gom35mabbnbgdoom, dgbodmgdgmoa 0d6gdmes safmgmzgg Gm3mboda
‘o0’-b 3bgg9mmdadn Bnmgds, Mo3 3obbsgmmmgdoo bagmmabbdm 0d dbfng
0db9dm@s, ®m3 ‘00’ memmabob-6ymob bgdm 6gmbg (deM. domadady, bogfom-
039crmb obGmmomemo G930), Dmonbs/ds(6)-00 d0hbgnma Dagabal Rfoo-
mMmgm00 3 doMmgmdms“.t m9d(3e, Mgl 5 (3 ,0ab" BM3MBado sma 3Gl
dgdm&Rgboema. Bmams Rsbl, Ibscal — ,0w0“/,0000% — @obobgmgds @Maob-
bzm@doFs Gm3mboddn ,0d0“ (,doM0*) s dma(393L MY3. »3omg-0dal®
Bgasbl, HmImal gobbgmngs(s 3gdomgmdl 3omagwndals bmggma(s (Kaledibi,
(30b0bdofn), dmsy (Dagdibi, doobdotn), (30bgs (Kaledibi Kalesi, ,LsdbGom
0mM00m30d3 hadmbymo 3o 0s30g*) @ baMdsbal ,eds oo o, men-
®0bob-bymol Lomogggdmsb (Mgs 14), Goi mobbgogds b. sEmmoybosbols
3096, . 3. 3ombogolb Imbs(39898%g oYMbMdom, Mm@ababmgals gobbsbden-
36 sanmb: ,bamsg gmMmbol dgbsgHmal, mmmabob-bymal bomsgzggod-
056> Bmam&(3 nogzs, dodamalb 3939 @osbal sboma La@dobGm Jomsdo
bo(b0) ,mmEobob® J399s6530 dmoblgbogds, omd(zs @osmbal 39960l ao-
@omds: ,051960b J39960b a39M©0m™ . Joged Mmam (s B3obg s BBL, be-
5(b0) Bgdamgmdos Dn30bn-nsbamomadal s 63M0856-0000b (Mmwnbo/©ow©n)
Rommagmom, 564y @osmbal Lodemgmgdda.

03039 G359 mmobosb (mmoyy) 28 33. LadbMgom-sbagmgmon, 4.
656356056, 5b0dbyymos bmeg. badogomyg (badngomy, u#les Bdge), ab@). Lodo-

! 30b693&nb3g 3063508 gd0o: ,0b BoMmndabo®.

254 39b138)0b gmmmbo, (3b5@0s, ME@@abob-Bysmo Mbos agmb.

3 30bm3@0 do@mbadzama, ombyms, a3. 683-684.

4 Jogmemady, mdggemgbo Gom, a3. 137, 143. deo6.: Memukumsumy, YKH, a3. 234 (128,
B12), 235; Konig, Handbuch der chaldischen Inschriften, 1, a3. 82; Konig, Handbuch der
chaldischen Inschriften, 11, a3. 207; Apytionsan, KYKH, a3. 186 (174, B12), 187.

® “Tne-To y BepxoBbeB peku Ounry, nmputoka Yopoxa” (ApytionsH, KVKH, g3. 528; Konig,
Handbuch der chaldischen Inschriften, 11, a3. 207).

© “Next to the land of Diauene” (Diakonoff, Kashkai, Geographical Names, a3. 27).
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3960 (badogon, pesl)), 1928 Bemab o dgool bmgmgdob ogm&ab® dg-
bads8abo. bmggma Imbbgbogdmma sdzo (3. sdmmadgb! s 0. beyz0dg0mb.
1903 bemals G30bg ob o6 0dgdbgds, dogMad d. bomndsebl s LodbMgomnwsb
dob dmdagbogg bmg. dgdgeemol dmEol, sbsgmgmo dbGNES6 ©s nals dm-
doxbogge, AMmommgmom, s@bndbymoas bmg. Jowo (o®d. Kadi-kéy, G-
3o 13). 989035, 0ol 8baszba, Jowal obsobgmgdsz goddmamoas; mud(zo,
GoogleMap-%g (69935 14) oo gdabsob 3oMasw hobl, Hm3 Jown Imgzgnmos
©g3. J- 6563560l LadbMgo ¢d56dn, bememm oo — 6563560Ls s bmez. dgdqm-
ol LodEgeMmby. boMBobal Bobomow Fmablbgbogdl nabsz s o sMbgdmmo
939bogdab bsbamq398bs(3 0. bem30dg0emags.’

bbgs Lodyzgdom, Aommgmowsb ,bsdn gofom® (,Lsdo (30b0m“) ©o
39638 0bgmmo 6569935300 (,65(085600%) dg8mbadEgMNmO Jows (oo,
Jow0n) 3gdomgmdms memmobnwsb 32 33. LadbMgm-sbagmgmom, Jomgwndo
= 3omgboob 38 33. s mmMmomd30bosb 45 33. smBmbaegmgmom, ¢ dbog-
19056 5 bbb 67-67 33. LodbFmgm-smdmbagmgmom, 5bssb 62 33. s
03b60s6 90 33. LadbE gm0, dsL0sbnESE s 3mMmababowab 62-62 33. Atoo-
mMMI@0m ©d Jobomol dmnwsb s ,Logjommggmml 3ofnwsb” (Iberian Gates)
55-55 3. A@omm-smdmbagmgmom (M3 15).

030l gomzgomobbnbgdoom, Mm3 ool Jz9ysbs Amammgmon, ©ndol
Bgasbabyzgb ngm gog@zmdoema s dobdn byys(bo) s 30 Jgomes, bagsmemmmos,
3 Josl gzgyebs LadbMgm-obogmgmom Joboomoal dmsdwg atMdgmmgdm-
5, Mmdgmo(z 3O dM3-dsbnsobol Labobgdl g3mm3bal s @obsgmgmoaom ,be-
Jomnggmmb 3060L gdx0bgds. 1903 brmol G 30bg 9badbyemn Jobamals dms
dgdm@hgbaemas Kara-kale-b (,353-(3060L%) babgmom. ol @obogmgmowasb ,a0-
36 omabasb® (M 3s 16), 03039 ,dmbbob donbasb®, dogbagb ,bLoJoM mgg-
mob ygmo®, Gdmdgmag GoogleMap-bg, s6306480b g@ga-3930b Jyhoosb
3 3MmR-3o30L dghgmowsb 37 38. Anmmgmom s mmEmoydnsb 23 33.
LodbFgmom, mEN3-bymabs s g3BMG0b gMo-gMo, yomabyl (,dogbys-
o) bLomo3990m6,* bmey. Karagobek-osb, o@sboemas Gmamey Iberian
Gates (Gmgo 17).

MR 330 ghm-gHmo ngm sGbONIab (36mdoema (30&ogmal 7 3o-
004900356, 0gdM0Dal, 9MD0bRsbAL, ,obsma® (§FMa30bmMbab), yombab, jo-
3530L (LodLybab) s LB ddMmAl JoM0dgggdmab gMma, bows(s ,od6Mgdydal
ab5bg" 8gdomg sDOENMB0L ,LoLOBEMZMM-bodoygm 39648 gdn“ Bgdomgmd-

! Boegnoomob goemsogoalb, ag3. 306, 319.

2309300 (o bbgs), Gom-jmmemxgoob dygemgdob, 3. 311.

?0d30-

4 3mnbomg 933Mod0, Mmdgmoai, Gomggmmo (3bmdgdom, sbDg 8g8o bysEmb

dggFogdob 3gmgasm 6ol Bomdmddbawmoa, 8mbbob dmgdab 4563@mgdal dgdsmaqbgm

3y ool gMomdowsb gs8mgoabyds (Jogmetady, mdsgengbo Gom, agz. 134).
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o." Dgdmblgbgdnma 7 3960l aoMos, MmImagdag gomb gMGYys sMBHNal
30&509mb, bdoMo (g56Ls3NMgdom, HNMLYcNMsb s 0MSbMS6) MIgdal gom-
35em0bB0bgdom, sbgzg gobobmgdym s 5390 ndbs 21 dsbBombo Lbgowsb-
b3o dndomamgdom; doc ImMal, mmEMM30b3gb dndsgem abody — ,anE K-
dnmoba”.?

3 Asoping %
S gy av Opyie
."" i

s feagnmens
Oy f;gﬁli,m AR P
s ] P i

T PN\ Omxa 9943 :T KkpRarky
Sy kucops [Teemgtopt o |
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m__ry""‘?h =* 10283 'r bt |~
' - T Kapuas 7y 50 o )/ gl
69935 13 (Map 13): 1903 Bemob 35335b0ab Ibsmab
Lagbdom Gy 30b gM33d96@0

1

030mgob, dzgmgbo ogm s®BEMIL  (30Gogmob 3 39M0ddg:  gmExmgedo,
96 b0bxob3zed30 s mgdMndzedn, dgdwmga 8o ©agds@o yenikapi (,obsmo oo,
BM330bdmbol  dodsmomadom), bmmm  o@dgoalb  3mmEmeob  badobabE®mmb
MGoE0smMo 398-3390@0b 0sbsbdo, Mnbgm-mblsmgmolb 1829 6. m3ob d8wga,
bamo mgndsEoob 306mdgddo — ,93mabool 3emo”  (kilisekapi), Hmdgmds(s
Lodmmmmm Rosbsggms am@gagedo. dobo J3gdo dg8agmddni asdmoygbgdmms
LogmMBogogoEom bsggdmdgdobs ©o baibmamgdgma babemgdal 839698emmdabab
(aPxm3o30b dghgomas od s@bgdmmo gzmaboob babamg393dg mbos ©83969d4emaym).
30093 geon, 3smgmonl jao (gmadognl dodsMommagdom), smBmshobgl 2017 byl
(Erzurum Kapilari).

2 Atabeyoglu, Erzurum, 3. 162-164.
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6935 14 (Map 14): GoogleMap-%g 038sbaema
35m90dab bgabab s6gsema
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64935 16-17 (Map 16-17): gosnFosm-ancgngsdo ©d
Jobom-3565335mg 1903 6. s pmg3. GoogleMap-ab dabgzom
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9. by Fd3ATMdES dad>(6an),bmnds(ban > 0 bs?
© JQ@©J Jmo 07 QO YooY

3960l ,bmEbmGAL” 3emEgdg 9dmgzgmam s Ly@md-badszob g3mabosdo Jgo-
by 6o3m3b BamMbgmgddo segodmo | 533mdlL (3ggmdab II-1Il Egemo): 85636603
— 4399969 30560, 4399obs bdabn, dotg3bn3 dg30bysmg g meGanbol d39ys-
bo. 303935Mmg (bomaddmme) Dadoboglb J3gybal Bobssmdwya, ogndystn dg
9Y394996s badobog® (-12.3)." a. 3gmogndznmo 0g3s60b (mg3. Aol §3s)
sbogmgmao o6 LadbGgo-obogmgmnm? smsegbgdos bodobogl (ma3. Ko-
3obgmo s dob mEbsg LadbMHgma GgMoGMmMas) s MaMmambl, bmmm budsbl
5 3056b — 3o oLOgmgMNm, osmbal RMEorm-50dmbogmgmadn;® dgbode-
30bog, 305(60) s bwds(bn) gmGmbal bgmdsda mbos agmb Ladgdbo,* o9y ©s-
3509L&gdm, dobo s@Imbagmagmn dgbszoal, mmmobob-bymals bgmdsdo;
83obmab, 3. Igmogdodgzamal dabgozom, d0sbal (d0sbn, dns) Gmal dmsgatmo
obobemgds nym gons,” Gm3gma(z 3. 0bamMmygsl Jog& nabmeb nwgb@ngon-
(306©9ds.°

bmdoba // bydambo, HmIgmbss sgodma | mEg g6 dmablbgbogdl oo-
ombdo maddmmdols 3mb@&qdLEdn, sgadmals dab Ladna ll-ob Fog ssbem.
d3. 6. 750 6o pomsmomgdygmo BoMbgmal dnbgogoom 339 3mbsb (3300bw.
3mmbobo, bad8ggm Jomadom nmEsdds) 393saqbmmdsdan Rsbl.” gdgb o nb-
3930 ©0obol, 3Mmbol ©s nmEsdnds/Jomsmdol 39330600 JofmmggmnE bLod-

" amgbosbo, s60ymmn, ag. 28; Memukumsumm, YKH-127, ag3. 212, 247; 8abogg,
Haupu-Ypapmy, a3. 215; 30bogg, g@om@alb bodgmm, ag. 274; amaondady, bodbmgo-
@obogemgomo bsommzgemb, ag. 106.

2. aman@ndob @sDMbEgd0m ,AMEamm-sbsgmgmnn®, 8@ 3360l bocmsgggdol Bowos-
dmgddo (0dzg, a3- 101).

> Menmxumsumn, YKH, ag. 442, 446; 423, 429; 3obogg, Haupu-Ypapmy, ag. 59-61. a.
dgmododgomob aob3em@gdom, qEmsOEMgmgda msegz0sbm dzggsbslb dmoblgbogdgb
mam g d05-0b0-mo (d0s0bs, d0s). §39460L gydg Lobgmoas ,b00-%, 3M0360madoomn
bLaygodbo ,-060" ©s IMagmmdomalb 50860dbgma gm@ds ,-mo” (0dsg, a3. 28-29;
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https://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uzundere [Accessed: 16.04.24]).
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Irakli Koplatadze

In the Footsteps of the Diauehi Kingdom:
Medieval Georgian Centers in Historical Tao

Summary

The present paper aims to identify revised locations of Shashilu, Shesheti, Zua(ni),
Utukhai, Ashkalashi, Bia(ni), Khusha(ni), Ultuza, Uldini (Didi), Kada (Qada), the
Country Gate, Khushalkhi, and Kulkha — ancient cities and centers of the Diauchi
(Diaokhi) Kingdom, as recorded on cuneiform tablets of the Urartian kings Menua,
Argishti I (son of Menua), and Sarduri II (son of Argishti I). Drawing on an analysis of
historical sources and research, a comparison of toponyms found in historical atlases
and online satellite maps (Google Maps), as well as multiple field visits conducted bet-
ween 2016 and 2018, this article attempts to localize each of the aforementioned cities
or ‘countries’ of Diauehi, along with the ‘Georgian Gate’ (Glircii-Kap1), the ‘Three
Gates’ (Sami-kari), and the ‘Engiizek Gate’ (Engilizek-kap1), within the gorges of the
Tortum-Su (Tortumists’q’ali, Tortum Cay1) and the Oltu-Su (Oltisis Ts’q’ali, Oltu
Cayn) rivers. In particular, Shasharoz, the name of an unidentified chapel discovered
in 2016 south of Uzundere (Tortum Gorge), with Georgian lapidary inscriptions, pro-
bably from the 10™ century, bears a resemblance to that of the ancient Diauehi capital,
Shashilu: Shashilu // Shashilo // Shashalo // Shasharo-z.

Mapping of ancient cities also showed that the geography of Urartian military
campaigns coincides with an important trade route, which passed from Erzurum thro-
ugh the Georgian Gates, Tortum-Su, Oltu-Su and the Ch’orokhi river and continued
to Sarpi, the modern Georgian-Turkish border, which corresponds to the theories of
the settlement of Colchis from the southeast (presumably, from Kola) in the Black Sea
region. Moreover, the studies also indicate that David III Kouropalates, the 10®-cen-
tury King of Georgia, who resided at Oltu Castle with its religious center at Bana (Oltu
Gorge), had to build the main Christian centers in the Tortum Gorge (Khakhuli, Oshki,
Ishkhani, Otkhta, Parkhali), all in the immediate vicinity of old Diauehi cities which,
after the reintegration of Tortum into the medieval Georgian Kingdom of Tao, epito-
mised the country’s strength and power.

Viewed from a broader historical and geographical perspective, one can obser-
ve that from the rocky heights along the road from Erzurum to Tortum, the headwaters
of three major rivers are visible. One of these — the Ch’orokhi (via its tributaries, the
Tortum-Su and Oltu-Su) flows northward into the Black Sea; the Araks (Aras), which
has one of its sources in the Gioklia Pass and flows into the Caspian Sea following a
confluence with the Kura (Mtkvari) River; the Dumlu-Su, Kara-Su and Sercham-Su,
which join the Euphrates, flowing southwards into the Persian Gulf. Therefore, the
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Moskhi Mountains, in conjunction with the Kop Mountains, which demarcate its sout-
hern border from the Anti-Taurus Mountains, constitute a pivotal watershed not only
for the aforementioned rivers but also for the ancient civilisations. Two branches of its
inhabitants, along the basins of the Ch’orokhi and Kura rivers, played a significant role
in the formation of the Georgian ethnos and its statehood over millennia of migrations,
wars and peace, trade and mutual exchange.

Illustrations

Map 1: The route of the 2018 expedition delineated on a Google Map.

Map 2: The 1961-year Atlas of the Armenian SSR. Fragment of a map of Urartu of the
8h-7" cc BC.

Map 3: Fragment of D. Bakradze’s 1878-year map.

Map 4: Fragment of the 1926-year “five-verst” military-topographic map of the Cau-
casus.

Map 5: Uzundere-Enguzekkapi-Kakhuli-Tortumkale area, as identified on a Google
Map.

Map 6: Khakhuli-Tortumkale-Tortum area, as identified on a Google Map.

Map 7: Tortumkale-Kakhuli-Ersisi (Peterek) area, as identified on a Google Map.
Map 8: The Oshki-Uzundere-Shasharoz road, as identified on a Google Map.

Map 9: The geographic locations of the Erikli, Eski-Kilise, Shasharoz and Dilgesor
chapels in present-day Uzundere, as identified on a Google Map.

Map 10: Fragment of the 1903-year road map of the Caucasus.

Map 11: Fragment of the 1926-year “five-verst” military-topographic map of the Ca-
ucasus.

Map 12: Khakhuli-Dikiar-Enguzek-Sapaca-Khirazli-Oshki area, as identified on a
Google Map.

Map 13: Fragment of the 1903-year road map of the Caucasus.

Map 14: The geographic area of the Kaledibi plateau, as identified on a Google Map.
Map 15: The geographic location of the historic Kada, Narman and the Sami-Kari, as
identified on a Google Map.

Map 16-17: The geographic location of the Giircli-Kap1 (Georgian Gate), the Giaur-
Dag and the Kandil-Karakale, as identified on the 1903-year road map and a Google
Map.

Map 18: The possible locations of the historic Khushani, Biana and Ultuza, as identi-
fied on a Google Map.

Map 19: The possible route of a military expedition of Argishti I to Diauehi (Diaokhi),
as identified on a Google Map.
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Map 20: The frontiers of historic Tao, as described by Vakhushti Bagrationi (18" cen-
tury AD) and identified on a Google Map.

Map 21: A historic road from Sarpi (the Black Sea coast) to Erzurum, as identified on
a Google Map.

Map 22: The Kop and Moskhi Mountains, as identified on a Google Map.

Map 23: The possible route of a military campaign of the Urartian King Menua to
Diauehi (Diaokhi) Kingdom, as identified on a Google Map.

Map 24: The geographic locations of main centers built in the reign of David III
Kouropalates in historic Tao Kingdom, as identified on a Google Map.

Fig. 1-2. Agca-Kale of Uzundere, same as Engiizekkapi-Kalesi. T. Koplatadze. 2018.
Fig. 3-4. Georgian inscriptions of Shasharozi church. I. Giviashvili. 2016.
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Stephen H. Rapp Jr.

Leont’i Mroveli’s Hybrid
Presentation of King Mirian

The initial cycle of Kartlis tskhovreba (Jomoremol (36m30935) — the “Georgian Chro-
nicles” — has attracted considerable attention, and rightly so.! Its tale of ethnogenesis
and state formation down to the Christianization of the eastern Georgian monarchy is
a riveting mix of history and legend. This multi-text cycle has captivated some of the
brightest luminaries of Kartvelology (Georgian Studies), including 1. Javakhishvili, N.
Marr, K’. K’ek’elidze, G. Melikishvili, C. Toumanoff, and Z. Aleksidze. Numerous
others have applied their talents to these sources. G. Mamulia, N. Shoshiashvili, R.
Baramidze, G. Akhvlediani, G. Arakhamia, E. Khosht’aria-Brosse, L. P’at’aridze, N.
Doborjginidze, N. J. Preud’homme and F. Schleicher are among those who have af-
fected my own interpretations.” Despite the scrutiny, questions linger. This essay is
animated by one of them: the abrupt shift of tone and content within the account of
Mirian, the first Georgian king to embrace Christianity.

As is well known, the oldest surviving Georgian redaction of Kartlis tskhov-
reba is transmitted in the Anaseuli (A) manuscript copied in 1479-1495 (Thbilisi,
National Center of Manuscripts [NCM], Qd, 795). However, many of its initial leaves
are missing.® The earliest Georgian-language manuscript completely preserving the
corpus — including its initial cycle — is the Mariamiseuli redaction of 1633-1645/1646
(NCM, Sd, 30).* There is a yet earlier witness: a manuscript of corpus’ Armenian-lan-
guage adaptation copied sometime between 1274 and 1311 (Erevan, Matenadaran,
1902).> This Armenian version is titled Patmutiwn Vrats (TMuundniopill dpwg),

! Literal translation: Life of Georgia. For the names applied to the corpus, see Rapp Jr., “Making
of K art'lis ¢ xovreba”. On Kartlis tskhovreba and its constituent texts, see Idem, Studies in
Medieval Georgian Historiography. The initial version of this essay was presented at the
Fourth International Kartvelological Congress held at the Georgian Academy of Sciences in
September 2024. I wish to thank the organizers as well as the staff and reviewers of “Chronos”.
? In addition to works cited below, I should mention sbzemgwosbo, “fomorerob (36mzmgdolb”
Qe emEaemo Gysmmgdo; Preud’homme, A la porte des mondes; and Schleicher, Iberia
Caucasica.

* Diplomatic edition: gJomorerob (36m369385: 65 @g@mgemobymmmno bxbbos, b. yosmbRadgzo-
ol Mgosgnoom. For the start of Anaseuli in the standard critical edition, see Jomoremnl
(36mgm930, b. yogbhodzomob Ggwsgsoom, p. 35,).

4 Diplomatic edition: fJofmoremob (36mgzmg8s: 856008 @gmazemob 356056 0.

> For commentary and translation of the Georgian and dependent Armenian versions, see
Thomson, Rewriting Caucasian History. See also Rapp, Studies, pp. 17-35.
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History of the Georgians." In surviving Georgian manuscripts, Kartlis tskhovreba’s
initial cycle launches with the title Tskhorebay kartvelta mepetasa da p’irveltaganta
mamata da natesavta ((36mmgdse Jomoggerms d9aigmobs s 3oMmg9emosgsboms
Jodoomo o boogbsogos), “Life of the Kartvelian/Georgian Kings, Forefathers, and
Ancestors”.? Technically, however, this name applies only to the first text of the cycle.

So as to limit confusion, the following convention is deployed in this essay:
thetransliterated Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta pertains to the entire cycle while
translated titles in English, like The Life of the Kings, are used for its three com-
ponent texts.

Across much of the twentieth century, the multi-text cycle known as 7skho-
rebay kartvelta mepeta has been credited to the eleventh-century archbishop Leont’i
of Ruisi”.> Mroveli was undoubtedly a real person. He is indepen-
dently attested in a contemporaneous inscription carved inside the Trekhvi cave* and
again in a Georgian manuscript copied in the eleventh/twelfth century at the Iveron
monastery on Mt. Athos.” With regards to Mroveli’s supposed authorship, it must
be stressed that Iskhorebay kartvelta mepeta consists of multiple texts. Narratively
smoothed in the medieval and early modern periods by at least three major editorial
interventions,® I accept the view that Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta consists of three

T
1

Mroveli — Leont

discrete texts. These were stitched together to address Georgian history from legen-
dary ethnogenesis down to the early Christian kings of Kartli, members of the Chos-
roid dynasty.” But was Mroveli the principal author of the whole cycle or any of its
three texts?

! Critical edition: gfomoremob (36mz5980b dggemo bmdbmmo momgdsbo, 358m38(393gemo: 0.
sdmmadg.

? Critical Georgian text: Jomoerob (36m36g38s, b. yombhodzoemob Ggmsiz00m, pp. 3-138;
English translation: Thomson, Rewriting Caucasian History, pp. 2-153. For a lexicon of this
composite text, see ,JoMmomol (36m36980L% bodoymbos-cngboymbo, 398w gbmagdo:
3. 33ogodyg (o Lbgs). See also FJomormol (36mzM98s, dmogstn Mgmsd@mmo: 6.
39®M9390, pp. 25-149 and translation edited by modern historian S. Jones, pp. 13-75.

3 E.g.: go39bodgomo, ob@meoob 8odsbo, bystimgdo @s dgommgdo, s.v. cgmbdo
dmmgzgeno, pp. 176-188; and 3939madg, Jomormemn modgFsdmeinb obGmmns, s.v. 34.
mgmbGo dmmagemo, pp. 236-243.

*Tarchnishvili, La découverte d uneinscription géorgienne del’an 1066, and go367065330em0,
gmb&o 8mmzgemol 1066 6. boddgbgdemm bsm6gMms. On Mroveli, see: bmdgomos-d6mmbyg,
mgmbGo dmmggcemn; and Rapp Jr., Studies in Medieval Georgian Historiography, pp. 157-168.
5 Tveron Geo. 61: Mapp, Aeuozpaguueckue mamepuanst no epysuHckum pykonucim Meepa. See
also Toumanoft, Medieval Georgian Historical Literature, p. 166.

6 Le. ca. 800, the eleventh century by Mroveli, and ca. 1700 by the King Vakht’ang VI
commission. For the work of the last, see a@ngmmas, sbsmo JoGoremals (36mz6980.

7 Another perspective is articulated in 3s@8o60dy, 3mrodozm@mo ©s FmenGmEmeo
n@y6&m3s60. Among influential older studies is Menukumsuny, K ucmopuu opeeueit I pysuu.
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Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta’s medieval assembly, distinctive components,
and each of the texts’ original authors are complex and contested matters.! Efforts to
resolve these issues rest heavily upon contextualization, comparative methodologies,
and internal criteria. The cycle’s first component text addresses the Georgians’ (espe-
cially eastern Georgians’) ethnogenesis and pre-Christian royal history. Its received
condition was attained sometime in the period ca. 790 to 813. The second text of
Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta has long been recognized as a recension of the anonymo-
us Life of Nino, a hagiographical narrative from the ninth/tenth century better known
from its transmission in the independent ecclesiastical corpus devoted to Georgia’s
fourth-century conversion, Moktsevay kartlisay (dmg39302 Jo@oremabog).” It has pro-
ven especially challenging to determine the provenance of Tskhorebay kartvelta me-
peta’s concluding text, which treats the dynastic successors of the first Christian king
Mirian. At present, we can only say that it derives from sometime between ca. 800
and the eleventh century. I have proposed calling this untitled narrative The Life of the
Successors of Mirian.?

I am convinced that at least two of the three texts of Tskhorebay kartvelta me-
peta predate the eleventh century and hence Leont’i Mroveli.* This hypothesis in no
way tarnishes Mroveli’s literary skill and achievements. At a minimum, Mroveli was
responsible for substantially (re-)editing the three texts. Into the received first text
devoted to pre-Christian times, it was probably the archbishop Mroveli who injected
occasional biblical synchronisms, including references to Moses (before the formation
of the kingdom of Kartli) and to Christ during the reign of King Aderk’.’ This initial
text’s received “preface”, a Georgianized version of the biblical tabula populorum.,®
may belong to Mroveli’s hand. And it may have been Mroveli who first gathered the
story of Georgian ethnogenesis and state formation, the existing Life of Nino, and the

I Among which is the vague passage attached to the other hagiographical tract incorporated
into Kartlis tskhovreba’s Passion of Archil. To Mroveli is credited Archil’s passion, The Life
of the Kings (Mepeta tskhovreba), and The Conversion of Kartli by Nino (Ninos [mier] kartlis
moktseva). This Mroveli Passage appears in the Anaseuli redaction of the corpus: NCM, Qd,
795, pp. 262-263, for which see Jomoremol (36mzmgdoe: 565 wymmeemalgmemn babbs, L.
gogbhodgomol Mgsdzoom, p. 156, .. The passage is almost certainly a later (medieval)
insertion: Rapp Jr., Studies in Medieval Georgian Historiography, pp. 159-163.

2For Moktsevay kartlisay, see now La conversion, Mahé trans. On early Georgian hagiography,
see Martin-Hisard, Georgian Hagiography.

3 Another possible title is Life of the Early Chosroid Kings.

* See Rapp, Studies, esp. ch. 1, Beginnings: C xorebay k‘art ‘velt ‘a mep ‘et ‘a, pp. 101-168. See
also bmd@oMns-d6mby, cngmb@o dmmggemo.

3 Life of the Kings, in gfomoremob (36m369385, b. yombhodzoemob mgoogzooo, pp. 14 and 35;
and Rewriting Caucasian History, Thomson trans., pp. 18 and 49.

¢ Ultimately based on the Armenian adaptation of the Chronicle of Hippolytus of Rome:
sdneadyg, ndmemnd g Gmdsgemal Jmmbozmbo; Kexenuase, Moea bpamcmea 3akagrasckux
napooos and Chronique d’Hippolyte. See also: Rapp, Studies in Medieval Georgian
Historiography, pp. 125-134; and Doborjginidze, Medieval Georgian Projection.
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account of Mirian’s Christian successors to create the cycle we know as Tskhorebay
kartvelta mepeta. Further, it is conceivable that our eleventh-century archbishop was
responsible for assembling the first version of the entire corpus, Kartlis tskhovreba. At
any rate, | am confident that Mroveli was not the original author of the first two texts
of Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta. He may not have written its concluding installment
either. Mroveli was chiefly an editor. And a brilliant editor he was.

Despite Mroveli’s editorial labors, Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta is interrupted by
two abrupt shifts in tone and coverage that go back to at least his time. The most striking
instance is the sudden end to the treatment of the “pagan” Mirian and the wholesale inserti-
on of The Life of Nino for the Christian phase of his reign. This well-known vita — which by
Mroveli’s floruit already existed in the independent corpus Moktsevay kartlisay — presents
the ecclesiastically-sanctioned story of Mirian’s ca. 326 conversion through the interventi-
on of the holy woman Nino. Written in the ninth and/or tenth century, The Life of Nino is a
creative hagiographical extension of the seventh-century Conversion of Kartli, transmitted
exclusively in Moktsevay kartlisay and lending its name to the whole corpus.! While both
sources celebrate the conversion of King Mirian, their prime focus is the foreign holy wo-
man Nino. In Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta, The Life of Nino is followed by another rough
transition to a brief treatment of Mirian’s Christian successors. The Life of the Successors
of Mirian does not match the narrative richness of the account of pre-Christian monarchs
found in The Life of the Kings. The two must have been composed by different authors.

To summarize: three distinctive texts were conjoined editorially in the early
medieval era to form the cycle Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta:

1. The Life of the Kings, for which the entire cycle is named;?
2. The Life of Nino, but a recension unique to Kartlis tskhovreba; and
3. The Life of the Successors of Mirian (proposed title).

This merger might have transpired as early as the ninth/tenth century, when
Nino’s vita was composed — and before Leont’i Mroveli. The terminus ad quem of
Iskhorebay kartvelta mepeta’s assembly is the mid-eleventh century or so, when the
archbishop Mroveli made his editorial intervention.

In all likelihood, the creation of Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta was coterminous
with the merging of the next two texts in Kartlis tskhovreba into a separate cycle. The
Life of Vakht’ang Gorgasali and its continuation attributed to Juansher Juansheriani
were combined into a distinct multi-text suite Tskhorebay vakht’ang gorgaslisa ((36-
962 3568obg 3mmgsbemnbs), named for its core text devoted to the late antique

! There are alternate views about the dates of these conversion stories. Both extant texts are
certainly based on earlier traditions. For the “primary version” of Conversion of Kartli as a
fifth-century monument, see Rbo@@ndzomo, Jomommao gmbog @mgemogommo dmgi9300
g3mgsdo, p. 163.

2 A convention encountered in other Georgian corpora, notably Moktsevay kartlisay named
for its component The Conversion of Kartli. Another example revolves around the title Life of’
Vakht’ang, for which see further.
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King Vakht’ang I (d. early 500s AD).! In Kartlis tskhovreba’s received manuscripts,
the two cycles appear sequentially, without intervening texts or passages. Not only we-
re Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta and Tskhorebay vakht’ang gorgaslisa both fashioned
around the year 800, but, in my view, their combination belonged to the first iteration
of Kartlis tskhovreba as we know it. The title Kartlis tskhovreba probably belongs to
this time.

A broader literary context must be considered. The late eighth to early ninth
century was an age of historiographical exploration across the so-called Christian East.
For example, just south of Caucasia, Syriac Christians were revisiting written histo-
ries. Specially investigated by P. Wood, Syriac historians such as the Jacobite patri-
arch of Antioch, Dionysius of Tel-Mahre, adapted Islamic models for about a century
beginning around 750.% Across the Caucasus isthmus, Christians also took a renewed
interest in their history and place in the world. The Armenian Ghewond thus enga-
ges Islamic history and core Middle Eastern lands.> Contemporaneous Georgian texts
do not approach Ghewond’s level of engagement with Islamic historiography.* In the
twilight of late antiquity, a common Christian historiographical strategy was to delve
into the past, long before the Prophet Muhammad and even Jesus and the apostles. To
this antiquarian outburst belong the Georgian 7skhorebay kartvelta mepeta and the
Armenian history of Movses Khorenatsi.> Among Caucasian Albanians, an analogous
interest in long-term history would come somewhat later with the tenth-century nar-
rative ascribed to Movses Daskhurantsi (or Kaghankatuatsi). However, Daskhurantsi
is dependent upon earlier sources — especially Armenian ones but also, it would se-
em, a lost seventh-century text about Albania’s history.® The principal model for early
Georgian historians was the Iranic/Iranian epic tradition, which itself was a fusion of
epic and history.” This circumstance is to be expected given Caucasia’s long-term par-
ticipation in the cross-cultural Iranic world.?

There were other factors behind the Georgian historiographical efflorescen-
ce starting in the late eighth century. Internal and external pressures upon the eastern
Georgian monarchy led to its abolition by the Sasanians ca. 580. The suppression of the
Armenian crown in 428 thus was replicated, though in the Georgian case it was post-

! Rapp Jr., Sasanian World through Georgian Eyes, esp. pp. 271-351, and Idem, Studies in
Medieval Georgian Historiography.

2 Wood, Imam of the Christians.

3 See the excellent translation and commentary in Ghewond, La Porta and Vacca trans.

*In view of A. Vacca, Arabic and the Public Performance of Power in Armenia, the degree of
proficiency in Arabic among Armenians does not seem to have been matched by the Georgians.
> Movses Khorenatsi, History of the Armenians, Thomson trans.

¢ See Movses Daskhurantsi, The History of the Caucasian Albanians, Dowsett trans.

" Rapp Jr., Sasanian World through Georgian Eyes, and Idem, Caucasian Historiographical
Literature, the Iranian Epic, and the Diversity of Late Antiquity.

8 For the Iranian world in late antiquity, see e.g. Payne, State of Mixture and Canepa, Iranian
Expanse.
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poned by more than a century. In the monarchical vacuum, the competing Sasanian and
Roman Empires propped up a series of “presiding princes”, some of whom were drawn
from the displaced Chosroid dynasty. Not long after Heraclius’ victory in Iran/Persia
(he had marched through Georgian and Armenian lands to strike his target), Arabs fig-
hting under the banner of Islam seized upon Sasanian and Roman vulnerability.! Much
of southern Caucasia, including Armenia and eastern Georgia, fell under Muslim cont-
rol. Some eastern Georgian elites permanently migrated to the southwest, to lands they
called T’ao, K’larjeti, and Shavsheti, where they established a new Kartli.? The thriving
of this neo-Kartli, to which the surge of Georgian historiography belongs, was led espe-
cially by the Georgian Church’s monastic elements, which achieved unprecedented he-
ights. The monk Grigol Khandzteli was instrumental in this regard. His own vita, com-
posed by Grigol Merchule, is a seamless mix of hagiography and historiography.’* More
gradually, Georgian political life was rejuvenated under the up-and-coming Georgian
Bagratids, who took control of the presiding principate in 813. The uncertainty, transiti-
on, and hope of eighth and ninth centuries is the environment in which Georgians took
a renewed interest in their written history. This was not only an act of gathering and
preserving historical traditions. It was also a deliberate effort to sculpt a useable past,
one that explained the present and justified a desired future.*

With this framework in mind, we may now return to our central question: the
blunt shift in tone and content between the “pagan” and Christianizing Mirian within
the premiere written tradition of Georgian ethnogenesis and state formation, The Life
of the Kings.

As is obvious from its title, The Life of the Kings — the first text of the suite
Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta — focuses chiefly on dynastic monarchs. Starting with
Parnavaz, the first monarch of Kartli from the house of Kartlos (the legendary epon-
ymous forefather of the Kartvelians who achieved royal status at the collapse of the
Achaemenid Empire), the anonymous historian presents a long, mostly unbroken se-
quence of dynastic kings down to Mirian, the first of eastern Georgia’s rulers to emb-
race Christianity. Despite intermittent editorial interventions (such as the aforementi-
oned allusions to Moses, the birth of Jesus, and perhaps the biblically-inspired tabula
populorum), the text is remarkably consistent in tone, content, and vocabulary.® It de-
picts legitimate, effective, and worthy pre-Christian Kartvelian rulers as hero-kings
(gmiris, “heroes”, and goliatis, “giants”’) endowed with glory (didebay) and good for-
tune (sue). They relished the opportunity to engage in single combat with other such
warriors, called bumberazis.® Kings were perched atop a political order resting upon

! See now Vacca, Non-Muslim Provinces under Early Islam.

2 For “neo-Kartli”, see Rapp Jr., Imagining History at the Crossroads.

3 See especially 0bgmtmygs, gnmmgo dgmbaemy.

4 Rapp Jr., Studies in Medieval Georgian Historiography.

5 One exception is the odd silence about Arsacid Empire and its rulers.

¢ For these concepts, see Rapp Jr., Sasanian World through Georgian Eyes, pp. 227-240.

79



great noble houses and their estates. Within The Life of the Kings, the basic and con-
sistent historical context is Iran/Parthia/Persia and not the Graeco-Roman/Hellenistic
Mediterranean. Allusions to mythical and semi-mythical kings of ancient Iran/Persia
are evidence of this.! Further, the onomasticon to which their names and nicknames
principally belong is neither Greek nor Latin but Middle Iranian.? From a wider van-
tage, Old and Middle Georgian — like Armenian and presumably Caucasian Albanian
— contain many parallels with and loans from Middle Iranian. On this subject, M.
Andronik’ashvili’s pathfinding catalog remains a fundamental resource.’

The Life of the Kings’ depiction of pre-Christian monarchs is consistently
Iranian or, more precisely, Iranic or Persianate, though the last of which is usually
associated with the Islamic age.* As depicted by late antique and medieval Georgian
historians, the pre-Christian kings of Kartli were rulers whose royal image belonged to
the expansive Iranic world anchored in Iran/Persia and stretching from Central Asia to
Caucasia and Anatolia. Like others who were not strictly Iranians/Persians/Parthians,
Georgians could exercise considerable agency in the Iranic enterprise.

The final paragraphs of the received Life of the Kings are devoted to the pre-con-
version of Mirian. In this text, his “pagan” depiction is consistent with the polytheistic
kings of Kartli preceding him. Mirian is imagined as the illegitimate son of an unnamed
Sasanian emperor, but the narrative’s vague and muddled chronology does not support
the claim.® All this masks a different reality. Mirian migrated to eastern Georgia, probably
as a member of the Parthian house of Mihran, as hinted by his name. At the very least,
the young Mirian was an outsider® from Iran/Persia/Parthia (Sp’arseti), a fact expressly
acknowledged in The Life of the Kings. Upon his resettlement, Mirian acculturated to
the Georgian environment, became proficient in Georgian, and embraced Georgian cul-
ture and local Zoroastrianism, whose focus was Armaz, the local manifestation of Ahura
Mazda.” When his father died in Iran, Mirian attempted to assume his rightful place as
shahanshah but was brushed aside because of his bastard status. Or so we are told.

' Rapp Jr., Iranian Heritage of Georgia, esp. pp. 654-656.

? Rapp Jr., Sasanian World through Georgian Eyes, pp. 220-227. Cf. Rbs®@0dzomma, Hfom-
oo gobog Ggcogom@o dmgi9300 g3mgsdo, pp. 165-166.

P 9Bbmmbogedzamoa, 6563393960 0Fsbmem-domomemo 9bmdmogo mmHmogEHmmdomsb.
See also (e.g.) Gippert, [ranica Armeno-Iberica.

*On Georgia’s Iranian/Iranic dimensions, see (e.g.) Toumanoff, Studies in Christian Caucasian
History. And for Armenia, see (e.g.) the essays collected in Garsoian, Church and Culture in
Early Medieval Armenia.

5 Life of the Kings, in goGormobl (36m3m538s, b. ygombBadgomol Mgwadnom, pp. 63-67;
Rewriting Caucasian History, Thomson trans., pp. 74-78. See also Rapp Jr., Sasanian World
through Georgian Eyes, pp. 249-258.

¢ Qutsiders (“strangers”) encountered with some frequency in early Georgian literature. See,
e.g., Aleksidze, Sanctity, Gender, and Authority in Medieval Caucasia, pp. 74-80, 173-179, et
5qq.

7 See e.g. Shenkar, Intangible Spirits, pp. 22-26.
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The received text terminates brusquely within Mirian’s reign with the arrival
of news of Constantine’s Christianization in the Roman Empire.' It is likely that the-
se last paragraphs, which also claim an alliance between Mirian and the Christiani-
zing Constantine and Trdat of Armenia, were added later — perhaps by the archbishop
Mroveli in the eleventh century. After this, a recension of the hagiographical Life of
Nino has been inserted wholesale into all known versions of Kartlis tskhovreba. The
vita’s purpose is to address the Christianizing phase of Mirian’s adulthood.? Mroveli is
the most plausible culprit for the textual substitution.

But what might have motivated the complete replacement of the original acco-
unt? Despite some historiographical qualities, Nino’s vita was not purposefully written
for Kartlis tshovreba or Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta: it was already featured in the
ecclesiastical corpus Moktsevay kartlisay. Moreover, how might we explain the jarring
narrative shift within Mirian’s reign, where The Life of Nino has been inserted? There
are, I think, two viable possibilities.

Explanation #1

Perhaps the received initial cycle of Kartlis tskhovreba accurately reflects what was
originally written. In this scenario, the author of The Life of the Kings deliberately ter-
minated his narrative on the eve of Mirian’s Christianization. The textual abruptness
was meant to make clear the dramatic change of religious affiliation. For Mirian’s
conversion to Christianity and baptism, the author — or, more likely, a later editor —
stripped away The Life of the Kings’ original treatment of the Christianizing Mirian,
replacing it with the entire Life of Nino. But the abnormally rough transition between
the two sections argues against this prospect. Nevertheless, if this explanation is ac-
cepted, The Life of the Kings must postdate the ninth-/tenth-century Life of Nino. This
might confirm Leont’i Mroveli as the principal author of all three components of the
cycle Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta in the eleventh century.

Explanation #2

But what if The Life of the Kings predates The Life of Nino? A host of internal crite-
ria, including allusions to the kingdom that Georgians called Apkhazeti, on the Black
Sea littoral, suggest an earlier date for the former: between ca. 790 and the 813, dates
respectively marking the establishment of the realm of Apkhazeti and the ascension of

! But this is not the Romano-Byzantine tradition of the supposed miracles at Milvian Bridge
conveyed by Lactantius and Eusebius.

? The break between texts occurs at Life of the Kings, in jomorol 36m3693s, L.
yombRadzomob Mgsdoom, p. 72; Rewriting Caucasian History, Thomson trans., p. 84.
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the Bagratid Ashot to the presiding principate.' A pre-Mrovelian Life of the Kings pro-
bably did not terminate within Mirian’s reign but would have addressed all of it — and
perhaps the reigns of his immediate Christian successors, the Chosroids. If correct, we
must inquire about the fate of the original account. What might it have said?

The key is to scrutinize the surviving core of The Life of the Kings. As noted, its
portrayal of eastern Georgian monarchs as Iranic hero-kings is remarkably consistent.
Such royal imagery spills into the next cycle with The Life of Vakht ang Gorgasali, a
celebration of a Christian — and intrinsically Iranic — Kartvelian monarch reigning in
the second half of the fifth and into the sixth century.? In terms of its basic conception,
why should Mirian’s original description as a Christian monarch have been any diffe-
rent from Vakht’ang’s? For the former, it can be argued that an even more robust en-
gagement of Iranic images of kingship was required since Mirian was an outsider: he
was probably a Parthian who migrated to eastern Georgia in the late third century. He
and his family lacked an existing royal claim. If The Life of the Kings is to be believed
on this point, he was but a boy. Legitimacy would have been a cardinal concern. This
is precisely why The Life of the Kings plunges deeply — and creatively — into the waters
of exaggeration by representing Mirian not only a Sasanian but the first-born, albeit
bastard, son of the shahanshah! The text’s nebulous references to Sasanian chronology
are muddled at best. This skewed image reveals how subsequent Chosroid kings con-
ceived of their power: they envisioned themselves as legitimate monarchs within the
Iranic/Iranian world while embellishing their pedigree to make themselves full-blown
Sasanians. This explains their Georgian dynastic name Khosrovanni, “descended from
Khusrd” — the imagined royal ancestor of the Sasanians and all royal Iranians of the
pre-Islamic age.® Khosrovanni is anglicized as Chosroids.

Presuming The Life of the Kings once featured an Iranic presentation of Mirian,
as I am confident it did, what happened to the original account? Some later ecclesias-
tics would been appalled by the strongly Iranic description of the first Christian king of
eastern Georgia. By the time The Life of the Kings attained its received form ca. 800,
such a depiction might also have been associated with Islamic political culture. Other
distaste for things Iranian, Iranic, and Islamic may have arisen from the “Byzantine”
turn of Georgian religious and political life, which accelerated with the monastic ac-
tivity in T’ao-K’larjeti, the ascension of the Bagratids (and their restoration of the
monarchy in 888), and the flourishing of “Graecophile” Georgian monastic centers
abroad, including Iveron and the Black Mountain in Syria. In Leont’i Mroveli’s era,
the Bagratid monarchs — in reality, emperors — laid claim to a second Byzantium. An

! Examined in Rapp Jr., Studies in Medieval Georgian Historiography, pp. 101-168, extending
and refining Idem, Imagining History at the Crossroads, pp. 55-111.

2 But the received start of The Life of Vakht’ang might be a later addition: Rapp Jr., Studies in
Medieval Georgian Historiography, pp. 197-207.

3 Cf. the use in Greek of the generic name/title “Chosroes” for Sasanian shahanshahs, thus
paralleling the Greek (and Georgian) term “Caesar” for Romano-Byzantine emperors.
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icon from St. Catherine’s monastery on Mt. Sinai boldly styles Davit II/IV aghmashe-
nebeli as basileus, the Byzantine Greek term for “emperor”.! At its height, the mighty
Bagratid Empire stretched across Caucasia into northern Iran and eastern Anatolia.

An Iranic Mirian was not compatible with the “Byzantinizing” Bagratid polity
and Georgian Church of the eleventh century. The original account of the Christian
Mirian, which must have been profoundly Iranic, was stripped away. This calculated
literary pruning may have been carried out by Mroveli, a Bagratid-aligned archbishop
and someone heavily invested in Kartlis tskhovreba. In the place of excised manus-
cript leaves, Mroveli would have inserted the complete Life of Nino — the account of
Georgia’s conversion embraced by his beloved Georgian Church. He was literally re-
shaping the historiographical tradition about Mirian.

By means of a conclusion, it should be noted that our solution has parallels
elsewhere in Christian Caucasia. A well-known example is the Armenian conversi-
on story credited to Agatangeghos (Agathangelus). It was substantially reworked not
only in Armenian but numerous other languages, including Greek, Syriac, Arabic, and
Georgian.” Another Armenian example better resembles the rough shift between the
“pagan” and Christianizing Mirian in Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta. The anonymous
Buzandaran patmutiwnk (Pniquibimwpul wwwndnyehilip), The Epic Histories, is a par-
ticularly rich literary source for early-Christian Caucasia. It is often but erroneously
attributed to a certain Faustus Buzand (Faustus “of Byzantium”). All extant manuscripts
of The Epic Histories commence abruptly with the start of its third book.> Completely
missing are the initial two books, whose treatment must have included the first Christi-
an Armenian monarch Trdat and his immediate Christian successors. Like the Georgian
suites Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta and Tskhorebay vakht’ang gorgaslisa, the Armenian
Buzandaran patmutiwnk attests a fundamentally Iranic Caucasian society, even in its
Christianizing phase. Might Buzandaran patmutiwnk’s original depiction of Trdat have
been too Iranic for later religious Armenian tastes? This is, I think, precisely the answer.
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Stephen H. Rapp Jr.

Leont’i Mroveli’s Hybrid
Presentation of King Mirian

Summary

The cycle of histories at the start of Kartlis tskhovreba has long attracted the attention
of scholars. Traditionally credited to the eleventh-century archbishop Leont’i Mroveli,
many historians now understand the story of Georgian ethnogenesis as a compendium
of as many as three distinctive texts. The provenance of at least two of the components
of Tskhorebay kartvelta mepeta belongs to a time well before Mroveli. These days, an
eighth- or ninth-century date for the compendium’s initial section is not unusual. This
section of the text undoubtedly rests on yet older oral and perhaps written traditions; it
claims to reveal the very beginnings of the Georgians within the context of Caucasian
history, the origins of their monarchy, and dynastic kings up to Mirian. At the same
time, it prioritizes the eastern region of Kartli.

Within its account of Mirian, the text abruptly cuts off and a complete version
of the hagiographical Life of Nino ensues. This vita is immediately followed by a brief
narrative of the early Christian kings after Mirian. The tonal shift between the presen-
tation of the pre-Christian and Christianizing Mirian is remarkable.

Why should this be the case? In this article, I shall suggest an explanation as
to why an entire hagiographical text — which survives independently in the corpus
Moktsevay kartlisay — has been incorporated into the historiographical Kartlis tskhov-
reba. Further, we must consider why the initial account of Mirian terminates abruptly,
on the eve of his Christianization. In Kartlis tskhovreba, the remainder of Mirian’s re-
ign is treated exclusively by The Life of Nino. The answer is not simply the royal adop-
tion of Christianity. Instead, the key lies in the original but lost versions of Georgian
historiographical sources as well as Caucasia’s integration within the Iranic world in
late antiquity.
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™3 bEOM39 396 3oYMIMOS BodGMmmao® dobsomals, 530@m3d (30mMbES
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"b@omnbo, @oormgdBogmmo @s obBm@omemo 8s8gmoscrnddob dgbobgd, ag. 687.

2bBomobo, ooy &0 M0 s 0bGmEomemo dodgmnsemod8ob dobsobyd, agz. 684.
® Crpyse, IIpobnemsr ucmopuu, a3. 29-30.
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(3650000, g5Abmgds 3ombzs, Mo@md aosbyzndo Ladgmms abGmo-
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gmms Mgb3dndmoazeda LbmMgm o3 Lobgmddmzsbermmagdoo dndobsMgmds.
Lobgmaddmzabgmmagdo yggmedy dg@o S06Mg3ma30bgb 03 ngmEmaon
(33m0mg0938L, Mo3 bLadgmoms 393d0Mal 3gMomedn dggmo 439yb69d0L ob@m-
00l dgbbogmol dndstmyymgdom bgdmws. badgmoms 3gMamedn bzmmab be-
bgm3dmzs6gmmgda (doom ImEob bodgmms 0sbs3gMmzgmdabagsb yzgmody
3dm@Mgdmmo g3mdobss 30) 30od(39mo oym 3dmazm 3Mm3sgsboab@mem
0oMomoE. 33mg30ob dgogase aodmgzmnbs, Mmd 3Mm3sgs6mab@mn ©s@)-
300mgs bodgmms 3o3docals ombgdmdal bbgomsobbgzs 98 e3%g bbgswabbgs bo-
Losmabs ngm s 3oMEsdod v393d0Mgdmms 3oMGnmmn bmdgbzma@nmab
9mo@odn gobbm@30gmgdam (33momgdgdl. dggmo dbmgmomb abGmMonl
Lobgmddmazebgmmgdl s3z0bEmgomma 3Jmbosm mMo dofMomowo 3Mm3sgsb-
obGmo Bbg30s: om IMLBsgmggddn ¢bws hogbgfasm abGmEnnl gobgon-
M 900l dom Lol m-mgbabyM-bEGomabymn ab@gM3mgdo30s ©s dogab-
&c0 bmggmabgoggmmds.

" Graham, The Significant Role, a3. 90.
2 Graham, The Significant Role, g3. 90.
8 Muwynun Anexcanop, a3. 357.

4 Huxonvcxuut Huxonail, a3. 14.
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Zaza Karchava

Ideological Tendencies in School Textbooks
on the History of the Ancient East
during the Soviet Period

Summary

The main topic of the article is the ideological tendencies present in Soviet-era school
textbooks on the history of the Ancient East. The Article discusses school textbooks
published during the Soviet period, that dealt with the history of the ancient world.

The core issue explored is the use of history textbooks as instruments of pro-
paganda within a totalitarian state. From this perspective, it seems interesting to dis-
cuss an era that is several millennia away from the Soviet period. The research ques-
tions are formulated under the main problem: How did Marxist theory prevailing in
the totalitarian state with its Leninist-Stalinist variations, affect the Soviet scientific
community? To what extent did the political climate of the USSR shape interpretations
of such a remote past as the ancient world? To what extent did Soviet historiography
adhere to the views of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels on the history of the ancient
world? How did shifts within the Soviet political elite impact the teaching of ancient
history in schools?

The report is interdisciplinary, combining current issues in pedagogy and his-
toriography. The study of textbooks is a relevant issue in modern historiography, as
textbooks constitute a distinct type of historical source that clearly reflects both histo-
riographical trends and the historical and cultural background. A textbook is a kind of
propaganda instrument, and it has this function even more pronounced within totali-
tarian regimes.

It is worth noting that relatively few scholarly works have been devoted to this
topic. While working on the report and analyzing the existing literature, two chrono-
logical groups of publications were identified, which also differ in content. The first
group includes scientific literature on textbooks published in the Soviet Union, while
the second group includes works produced after the collapse of the Soviet Union.

The paper uses the historiographical research methods and is methodologically
grounded in the principles of historical cognition. To address the research questions,
the study applies hermeneutic, discourse, and comparative analysis.

The study revealed that textbooks published in the early years of the Soviet
Union were the least influenced by ideological dogma, as the regime had not yet fully
consolidated control over all spheres of public life. The study found that Soviet his-
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toriography distorted the ideas of Marx and Engels on ancient history adapting them
to serve its own ideological objectives. Ideological trends shifted in accordance with
the changes in the party nomenclature. The research further demonstrated that ancient
world history textbooks had two main propaganda functions: they were supposed to
instil in students a Marxist-Leninist-Stalinist interpretation of history, and at the same
time, promote an atheistic worldview through the educational content.
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J06MM3N0d - ETHNOLOGY

Giorgi Vakhtangashvili

Attachment to a Nostalgic Place: Remaking
of the Azerbaijani Chaikhana
by IDP Men from Karabakh

- You see, but you don t observe. The distinction is clear. For example, you have fre-
quently seen the steps which led up from the hall to this room.

- Frequently.

- How often?

- Well, some hundreds of times.

- How many are there?

- How many? — I don 't know.

- Quite so! You have not observed. And yet you have seen. That is just my point.

Arthur Conan Doyle, Scandal in Bohemia

Introduction

Based on 3 months of my ethnographic fieldwork in Azerbaijan among internally disp-
laced persons from Nagorno-Karabakh,' this paper examines the role of the chaikhana
(tea house), a traditional local social institution, in the social lives of Azerbaijani IDP
men. More specifically, the study focuses on the social functions of chaikhana remade
by IDPs in their new living environments after the Karabakh war, including (re)soci-
alization and overcoming cultural trauma through informal everyday conversations.
Drawing on literature in spatial anthropology and nostalgia, this paper argues that
war-driven displacement allowed IDPs to reconsider their past social ties and customs

!In this article official name of a disputed territory between Armenia and Azerbaijan (Nagorno-
Karabakh) is used, which, officially is recognized as a part of Azerbaijan. In some parts of the
text the toponyms (such as Karabakh, Aghdam and etc.) are presented as they were used by my
interlocutors during fieldwork.
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critically. The remaking of chaikhanas serves both as a symbolic expression of nostal-
gia for a shared past — reconstructed in the present with hopes for the future — and as a
vital spatial setting for social gatherings and the reproduction of relationships.

During my initial fieldwork from February-March 2022, I conducted partici-
pant observations and semi-structured interviews with displaced men from Aghdam,
living in Baku. These interlocutors were victims of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, the
first major ethnic identity crisis in the Soviet Union post-World War II, which erupted
into full-scale war in 1988." It displaced 604,000 Azeris and 72,000 Armenians.? * By
1999, over one million people had been displaced, leading to poor living conditions,
property loss, and integration challenges.*

Later, my research expanded to Bilasuvar, the largest IDP settlement located
in southern Azerbaijan, where I interviewed people from various parts of Nagorno-
Karabakh (mostly Jibraili region). The hotel owner in Baku, also displaced from Jibra-
il, introduced me to his outdoor café, a type of chaikhana, which deepened my interest
in the social significance of these spaces.

In the next sections, I will discuss three different chaikhanas from my field-
work and their roles in the everyday life of IDP men from Karabakh. The first one is
situated in students’ old dormitory building in Baku, which was remade by IDPs as a
meeting place for maintaining their social relationships and sharing news. The second
one, also located in Baku is actually a part of a hotel and can be characterized as a mo-
dernized version of chaikhana. It was created by a young IDP man based on his child-
hood memories and his need for socialization. The third one is located in Bilasuvar’s
rural settlement of IDPs which resembled a restaurant and had lesser social importance
than the previous ones. I argue that these three chaikhanas illustrate different answers
on different needs of IDPs — in the first case, the tea house served as the main space
for IDPs in the urban area to maintain social relationships and exchange information,
while in the third case, this function was fulfilled by the Muslim religious practice of
performing prayers together. Besides, in the second case, we are dealing with an indi-
vidual interpretation of this social institution, which is presented as a gathering place
for youth culture and open to women as well. In the other cases, tea houses retained
their traditional function as spaces for male social interaction only.

Conducting ethnographic fieldwork in Azerbaijan presented several challen-
ges, including limited access to IDPs, language barriers, and the closed nature of the
community, especially after Karabakh conflict. When initial plans fell through, I recal-
led the importance of proximity and informal interactions in ethnographic research, as

! Askerov, Brooks, Tchantouridze (eds.), Post-Soviet Conflicts: The Thirty Years’ Crisis, pp.
56-58.

2 Ziircher, The Post-Soviet Wars, Rebellion, Ethnic Conflict and Nationhood in the Caucasus,
p. 180.

3 de Waal, Black Garden, p. 270.

* Johansson, Putting Peace to the Vote, pp. 124-125.
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highlighted by Geertz’s concept of ‘getting caught or almost caught’! and Anderson’s
emphasis on social bonding, such as ‘drinking beer with locals’.? A chance meeting
with a displaced hotel owner in Baku led me to his uncle in Bilasuvar. Using the snow-
ball method, I accessed Azerbaijan’s largest IDP settlement, where chaikhanas again
became key settings for trust-building and interviews.

Theoretical Framework

In analyzing chaikhanas among Azerbaijani internally displaced persons (IDPs), this
article employs Gh. Hage’s® concept of nostalgia as an active, future-oriented emo-
tional practice, alongside Y.-F. Tuan’s* theorization of place as sensory landscapes.
Rather than viewing nostalgia simply as a passive longing for the past, Hage positions
it as an active, agentive process where individuals creatively manage feelings of disp-
lacement by integrating remembered pasts into current and future-oriented identities.
This active nostalgia enables displaced populations to reclaim a sense of control and
purpose amidst uncertainty and disruption.

Gh. Hage’s active nostalgia emphasizes how nostalgic practices can actively
shape everyday life and social interactions. Nostalgia is thus reframed as a dynamic
process where memories and idealizations of the past are not merely mourned but ac-
tively utilized to cope with present hardships and to envision hopeful futures. Within
displacement contexts, this active nostalgia becomes especially poignant, providing
individuals and communities a means of creatively adapting to disrupted lives by ac-
tively reconstructing their identities and social networks through remembered experi-
ences and collective narratives.

Y.-F. Tuan highlights that places gain meaning through the embodiment of
feelings and memories, transforming abstract spaces into emotionally significant loca-
tions. He further distinguishes between seeing and other sensations, noting that seeing
implies a distance between self and object, whereas objects close to us are experienced
through touch, smell, and taste rather than through sight. This distinction underpins his
differentiation between tourists — who view places objectively — and locals, who main-
tain emotional attachments to those places.’

This article integrates Tuan’s sensory place-making with Hage’s active nos-
talgia to show how tea rituals in Azerbaijani chaikhanas transform spaces into emo-
tionally significant sites. These tea houses help IDPs recreate lost homes, reinforce
belonging, and manage trauma by intertwining nostalgia, sensory experience, space,

U Geertz, Deep Play: Notes on the Balinese Cockfight.

2 Anderson, Jelly s Place: An Ethnographic Memoir, p. 218.

3 Hage, Migration, Food, Memory, and Home-Building.

4 Tuan, Space and Place: The Perspective of Experience.

5 Tuan, Space and Place: The Perspective of Experience, p. 146.
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and identity. As traditional male social spaces, chaikhanas foster community through
shared rituals, enabling displaced men to reconstruct identities and communal bonds
amid loss and uncertainty. It is also important to note that Material environments are
essential to social life, as spaces not only support but also shape and are shaped by so-
cial relations.! Connerton further emphasizes that material spaces act as repositories
of collective memory, encoding a group’s history and shared experiences. Similarly,
Low and Altman highlight place attachment as a dynamic interplay of physical and
emotional connections, underscoring how individuals form bonds with familiar envi-
ronments.? Herzfeld’s study of Cretan coffeehouses similarly illustrates how gende-
red spaces become focal points for community bonding and nostalgic remembrance,
functioning as sites where cultural identities and social relationships are continuously
affirmed and negotiated.’ *

Drawing from these theoretical insights, this article addresses the following
research questions:

1. How do Azerbaijani IDP men actively use nostalgic practices to reshape so-
cial and emotional attachments within chaikhanas?

2. In what ways do sensory experiences (tastes, smells, textures) reinforce or
complicate nostalgic attachments and cultural intimacy within these spaces?

Chaikhanas are gendered spaces rooted in Azerbaijani and Muslim traditions.
Also, they serve as sanctuaries for men and sites for rebuilding social networks. These
spaces reflect broader socio-cultural changes among Azerbaijani IDPs as they manage
nostalgia, trauma, and displacement.

Chaikhana as a traditional Male
interactional Space in Muslim Cultures

Tea houses are integral to Muslim daily life across Central Asia and the Middle East.
Notably, many top tea-consuming countries are Muslim-majority, including Turkey,
Morocco, and Kazakhstan.® Tea drinking is a ritual with important social functions in
cultures like China and Japan, leading to the establishment of specialized tea houses
for social interaction. During the Soviet era, every city in Islamic Central Asia featured
neighborhoods with mosques and chaikhanas.® Rywkin described the “café life” style
of chaikhanas as a hallmark of Muslim life that adapts well to modern conditions.’

! Connerton, How Societies Remember.

2 Low, Lawrence-Ztniga (eds.), The Anthropology of Space and Place.

3 Herzfeld, The Poetics of Manhood.

* Herzfeld, 4 Place in History.

S Keen, Tea in Islamic Cultures.

¢ Castillo, Soviet Orientalism: Socialist Realism and Built Tradition, p. 35.
T Rywkin, Moscow's Muslim Challenge. Soviet Central Asia, p. 90.
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Levkowitz studied chaikhanas in Muslim Kurdish society, describing them as
abundant social infrastructures where community members maintain relationships.
Though exclusive to men, these spaces also foster interaction across diverse political
and cultural views, enabling the emergence of new shared ideas.'

Chaikhanas play a central role as exclusively male social spaces in Azerbaijani
daily life. Strezmezalska notes men frequent chaikhanas for leisure, including events
like Meykhana performances, across Central Asia, where women’s visits are socially
restricted.? Heyat highlights chaikhanas as gender-segregated spaces persisting despite
Soviet-era gender equality policies, reflecting traditional norms in Baku and similar
regions.* Similarly, Rzayeva observes that strict gender roles grant males greater fre-
edom from childhood, leading to segregated public spaces such as chaikhanas, sports
venues, and beaches, limiting female social activity.*

Chaikhanas are so vital to Muslim daily life that migrants often establish them
near new settlements to support social interaction. Ehrkamp observed that in Duisburg-
Marxloh, Germany, Turkish men gathering at mosques and chaikhanas visibly shape
the neighborhood’s identity, with the area nicknamed “bazaar street”, highlighting the
chaikhana’s importance alongside the mosque.’

Examples from this neighborhood in Germany show that chaikhanas hold sig-
nificant social importance as gendered spaces shaped by culturally invested meanings.
They function as sites where sex-differentiated practices reproduce asymmetric gender
relations of power and identity while sustaining social interaction despite changing
environments.® The chaikhana’s persistence among Turkish migrants in Germany un-
derscores its role as a male-only institution integral to traditional Muslim culture. The
next sections explore three chaikhanas used by Karabakh IDP men: one in a student
dormitory serving as a social hub, a modernized version in Baku created by a young
IDP inspired by childhood memories, and a rural chaikhana functioning mainly as a
male gathering spot for brief interactions.

! Levkowitz, Places for the People, pp. 25-25.

2 Strezmezalska, Slam in the Name of Country, p. 324.

3 Heyat, Azeri Women in Transition, p. 35.

4 Rzayeva, How Youth, Gender, and Intergenerational Relations Affect Democratization in
Azerbaijan, p. 7.

5 Ehrkamp, Risking Publicity: Masculinities and the Racialization of Public Neighborhood
Space, p. 122.

¢ Low, Lawrence-Zuiiiga (eds.), The Anthropology of Space and Place, p. 7.
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Examples of Chaikhana in
Aghdam, Baku, and Bilasuvar District

Chaikhana of Aghdam IDP settlement

Accompanied by my interlocutor Enver, who translated between Azerbaijani and Rus-
sian, I first visited the IDP settlement in Baku. The atmosphere was palpable — laundry
hung between old Soviet dormitories, signaling life amid harsh conditions. Enver re-
counted how IDPs had scattered across Azerbaijan after the Karabakh war, often living
in train wagons during harsh winters, recalling those difficult early years with sorrow.

My initial encounter with a traditional chaikhana was in a modest backyard bu-
ilding marked “CAY XANA”, flanked by Azerbaijani flags and the inscription “4.02”,
referencing Aghdam’s license plate. Enver explained that this served as a symbol of
identity and loss, representing attachment to a place that no longer exists. As Conner-
ton notes, such remembrance exists through both the “moral” and “material” life of a
society.!

Several old Soviet cars, including “Zhiguli 06”, stood on the street filled with
household items. Many had flat tires or no batteries — locals explained car batteries
were once used to power TVs during outages — indicating the cars were largely unused.

The chaikhana stood in a backyard behind the dormitories. My first meeting
with Aghdam male IDPs happened there. Inside, the air was filled with brewed tea and
wood smoke. Elderly men sat at wooden tables, playing dominoes and backgammon
while discussing family events. Upon entering, Emir, a respected elder, warmly wel-
comed me after learning I was Georgian, explaining his trust stemmed from having
a Georgian friend during his Soviet Army service, which shaped his positive view of
Georgians. His respected status seemed linked to his past ownership of a tea house in
Karabakh. Another elder, Ali, initially dismissed the chaikhana as a “gathering spot
for idle men”, but then fondly recalled the pre-war Aghdam chaikhana as a large, li-
vely place where many teapots were sold daily and joyful evenings were shared with
neighbors, emphasizing that their gatherings were about friendship rather than money
— times he lamented as lost.

Ali’s memories reflect Hage’s active nostalgia, showing how past experiences
help reshape identities amid displacement. Though he joked about the current chaikha-
na, his vivid recollections revealed its emotional role as a link between past prosperity
and present hardship. He contrasted the “real chaikhana” of the past — larger and more
vibrant — with the modest present, noting its declining condition as symbolic of broa-
der social and economic changes. This spatial object thus serves as a site of collective
memory, embodying a “glorious past” lost over time.?

! Connerton, How Societies Remember, p. 36.
2 Zerubavel, Time Maps, p. 16.
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According to my interlocuter’s narrative, before the Karabakh war, Aghdam
had “The best three-story chaikhana in Azerbaijan”, which for them was a symbol of
the friendly character, wealth, and prosperity of the Azerbaijani people of Karabakh:

“[Chaikhana] was huge. Every day 30 teapots were sold. Orders had been
made and we sold them. We are from Aghdam. There was only one three-story Chai
Khana there, which was called ‘Station’ and it was one of the most famous. And there
were all kinds of jams with 50 Kopeks worth”.! 2

Ali’s perspective was especially meaningful to me; he described his daily me-
etings with his friend, who was a waiter, and other fellow villagers in Aghdam chaik-
hana:

“And we ate every evening and drank tea [together] and we started dragging
the menu with them because ‘I will pay’— ‘No, [ will pay’ and so on... Now it’s gone.
In my opinion, no relationships, but the time has changed...”

In this passage, it is worth noting that chaikhana was represented as a symbol
of self-identity materialized in space and that there is a contrast between the public
space and the phenomenon of time. Thus, a stable value system and shared cultural
identity were emphasized, in contrast to the ever-changing nature of time.

Unlike in Aghdam, people in Baku are busier and have less time for relation-
ships. Although certain IDPs remain in the same neighborhoods, most of their fellow
villagers are now scattered across Azerbaijan, making it difficult to sustain regular
contact.

“We were also neighbors... we kept our relations... We still have a relationship
[with the other IDPs]. When somebody dies, we go. [...] For example, we talk on the
phone... but we gather seldom... Now our relationship is colder” .

The sensory landscape Tuan describes became tangible as an elder poured me
tea, its steam carrying the familiar scent of home. For him, tea evoked comfort and
memory. The chaikhana, alive with the rhythmic clack of dominoes and casual chatter,
served not just as a social hub but as a sensory refuge where IDPs re-lived and shared

! The author translated original texts of interviews from Russian to English language. The
original Russian texts of interviews have been included. The style of English lingual interlocutors
is completely preserved.

2 [shakes head with regret (G. V.)] “... [Uaii xana] Bonvwue 6uno. Kasxcou oenv 30 waunux
npooasancs. 3axazu oviau oa u npooasanu. Mu uz Aedana. EOunucmeo uauxama y Hac 6uno
mam, 68 Aeoane Hasusanrcua Cmanyus — 1 0OUH U3 CAMUX U38eCHUX buno, 3 smadxcHoe ... 1
ayboe eapenue OvL10. S0 Kaneux cmouny’.

3 “U mu kascou eevep kywunu, numo yati [emecme (G. V.)], u nauunaemcs opazamo memio
HUMU ROMOMY Ymo 51 OO0y naamum — e 51 6y0y u moeoanu. ceuvac yxce wem. Ilo moemy nem
OmMHOUWIeHUs, HO 8peMA USMEHUICA ...

4 “Toorce vl COCEOU... Mbl COXPAHUIU OMHOWEHUIO... Y Hac ewé ecmb omuoweHuu [c
opyeum nepecennuxamu.] Koeoa kmo-nubyos youmo, mu edem. [...] Hanpumep no menegpony
o0bwaemcsa... Ho UH020d 6CMPEYAemcsl... celddc Hawiy omHouleHue bonee X0N00HO™ .
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experiences, including news of life events among fellow villagers who dispersed ac-
ross the other parts of Azerbaijan:

“We help each other here, keep our relationships, and for the wedding, for
example, we call, and say come to us. This is how our chaikhana helps™.!

The absence of a chaikhana weakens social ties, creating a sense of “coldness”
marked by infrequent, distant interactions — like phone calls replacing face-to-face
contact. This limits the renewal of communal bonds. Connerton emphasizes how da-
ily village conversations sustain collective memory, making individuals both subjects
and narrators of shared histories.? In this context, the chaikhana becomes essential for
IDPs to exchange news, revisit memories, and process displacement through ongoing
social interaction:

“After [becoming] a refugee, in any place when we meet (after the war) we
speak right away... Keep the relationship, right? — We talk like it was before the war,
well we open our hearts to each other so to say... But 30 years passed, right? !’

Ali’s remark here is important for one key reason — that sharing emotions and
deep talk with fellow villagers is something beyond space and time — according to him,
it can happen “in any place” although “30 years passed”. Thus, the need for social
interaction led to the remaking of chaikhana to facilitate the exchange of information
and sharing of emotions.

Hage reframes nostalgia as an active process of home-making, where spaces li-
ke the chaikhana help displaced people rebuild a sense of belonging through collective
memory and social ties.* The ongoing conversations in chaikhanas embody what Hage
calls the “affective building blocks” of home-making — security, familiarity, commu-
nity, and hope — which empower displaced men to sustain cultural identity and social
networks despite temporal and spatial disruptions. In Baku, the Aghdam chaikhana
continued its traditional role after displacement, offering IDPs a space for connection
and emotional healing. This reflects Alexander’s view that overcoming trauma relies
not just on structural change but also on rebuilding social networks.’

Despite its importance, some IDPs dismiss the chaikhana as a “slackers’ spot”,
revealing a nostalgia that idealizes the past. This echoes Tuan’s distinction between
distant observation and close sensory experience — locals, unlike tourists, relate to pla-
ces through emotional and embodied attachment.

LV nac ewé ecmv Mot Opye Opyea nomozaem mym, COXpaweHuem OMmHOWeHUe U Ha c6adbbe
Hanpumep no3eoHsim u 2080puam npuedxcu K Ham. Tax nomozaem nawia 4ai xana”.

2 Connerton, How Societies Remember.

3 “[Mocne bedxiceHcmeo n06OM mMecme Ko20a 6CIMpedaem, Mol CPA3Y PACKAZUBEM. ... OMHOUEHUIO
coxpansiem 0a? paszeosapusaem, ObL10 MO 00 GOUHU, HY CEPOYY OMKpUsaem opye-opyey max
MOJICHO cKkazamsw... Ho y Hac 30 200 npowino, 0a?!”

* Hage, Migration, Food, Memory, and Home-Building.

5 Alexander, Cultural Trauma and Collective Identity, p. 191.

¢ Tuan, Space and Place: The Perspective of Experience, p. 146.
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Though dismissed as a “slackers’ spot”, personal stories revealed the chaik-
hana’s role as collective therapy. Daily conversations helped IDP men process trauma
and rebuild bonds, prompting them to recreate the space once living conditions imp-
roved. The next section explores a modernized version of a tea house built by an IDP
in Baku.

Flora as a “New type of Chaikhana”

My host and main interlocutor, Turkai, introduced me to Flora, a self-described “New
Type of Chaikhana” in the heart of Baku. In his early thirties, he managed both the
hotel and café, moving fluently between Azerbaijani, Russian, and English. His blend
of traditional hospitality and modern ambition reflected a balance between nostalgia
and forward-looking energy. Displacement had deeply shaped Turkai’s life. As a child
during the Karabakh war, he endured hardship with his family, even surviving for we-
eks in the forest. After resettling in Baku, improved conditions — thanks to his father’s
position as a judge — enabled Turkai to pursue education and develop a cosmopolitan
outlook grounded in both experience and aspiration.

As a student, Turkai recalled his childhood dream of a chaikhana that would
bring people together. One evening after university, he visited a local tea house in
Baku but found older men unwelcoming toward him and his friends. This experience
sparked his idea of creating what he called a “New Type of Chai Khana”:

“You know, when [ went to the chaikhana before 2015, [ was a young university
student, [...] And they were looking at us like this [...] and when [ finished university,
1 decided to like, I'm gonna make chaikhana just for youth/young people, you know
because we also need communication and a place like that”.

Turkai’s childhood memories left a strong impression, drawing him to spend
time in chaikhanas with friends. He wanted to transform the chaikhana into an inclusi-
ve space where everyone could connect and feel welcome:

“[According to my previous experience... (G. V.)] I can see that this place so-
mehow connects people...”

Flora was located within the hotel’s courtyard, its open-air tables bordered
by a small kitchen and bar. Unlike the quiet, male-dominated chaikhanas of the past,
Flora pulsed with youthful energy — indie music, laughter, and vibrant murals replaced
the subdued atmosphere of traditional tea houses. He designed Flora to be inclusive,
welcoming both women and young people:

“Here [this (G. V.)] is also chaikhana, but it s a different one. Maybe in Baku to-
tally different [one] is this, because only young people are coming here, in Azerbaijan,
in Baku, you cannot see young people enter chaikhanas but here I made it so comfor-
table for girls [so (G. V.)] they can come in here, and because that nobody can... you
know... disappoint them?!”
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The air at Flora carried a mix of Turkish coffee, shisha, and international teas,
creating a sensory experience unlike traditional chaikhanas — yet still rooted in their
spirit. Despite its modern vibe, Flora maintained a sense of community. Board games
like chess and Uno sat on tables, while live music, DJ sets, and other events brought
people together in a lively, social atmosphere Turkai proudly cultivated.

His statement makes it clear, that boundaries between the tea house he created,
and the youth cafe or clubs are blurred. Despite this similarity, the interlocutor himself
characterized this place as a tea house and did not pay attention to its similarity with,
for instance, a youth café. Yet, he spoke a lot about how this place differs from its exis-
ting, “traditional” type. In Flora, unlike the traditional type of chaikhana, as he said,
they have live music, club nights, different types of tea and sweets, and board games.
At the same time, Flora serves as a hotel too:

“We put the chess here, before I put the domino and they [guests] started scre-
aming. They like playing Uno as well... I want to change things. We make also chess
tournaments here...We [also] have too much table teas here, like German teas, like
Chinese teas, all of the world brands [...]. We have too much events here, we make
music festivals, bazaars here... We bring DJs here who play music. So, when the yo-
ung people come here, they see that it is not a chaikhana. Because we have Chilim'
nights here, on the second stage we have a theatre here. And we have a painting house
here... Chaikhana is an art place. Everything is like together. Hostel, Chai house, and
art place. I can explain that it is [a (G. V.)] chaikhana and also it is not a chaikhana
[Laughs]”.

Because of these special features listed above, according to Turkai, Flora is
primarily a space for young people, yet it remains open to everyone:

“But here is, here is... social and young peoples come, also older people, when
they come, they don t like it here, they are welcomed, but everyone was young here and
they very soon left...”

Despite its vibrant atmosphere, Flora remained firmly rooted in the symbo-
lic framework of a chaikhana. For Turkai, it represented more than just a commercial
enterprise; it was a personal reclamation of a childhood dream — a dream disrupted
by war and displacement. Forbidden entry as a child, he viewed it as an exclusive
domain of mature masculinity, a threshold he eagerly anticipated crossing one day.
Displacement disrupted this rite of passage, leaving him with unresolved feelings of
exclusion and longing. Flora, therefore, as described above, embodied his attempt to
reconcile this disruption, creating an inclusive social space reflective of contemporary
Azerbaijani youth culture while honoring his nostalgic connection to Karabakh.

Flora's atmosphere reflected a fusion of tradition and modernity. Unlike typi-
cal cafés or youth clubs, it retained a strong link to Azerbaijani tea culture — offering
specialty teas in traditional armudu glasses, reinforcing cultural continuity. for Turkai,
Flora was more than a venue — it was a chaikhana that encouraged connection thro-

!'In Eng. Hookah.
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ugh shared memory. Its identity rested not on formality but on emotional resonance,
adapting the chaikhana model to fit the lives of a younger, displaced generation. Flora
embodied his vision of nostalgia reimagined, blending resilience with innovation.

“Well, when I became refuge, I also felt that such places is necessary. Yeah, like
it is mostly for youngers but generally people need places to meet and share things”.

Thus, Flora is more than a commercial venture; it serves as a space for yo-
ung Azerbaijanis to renegotiate identity, memory, and community amid displacement.
Unlike the Aghdam IDP chaikhana, Flora’s inclusive, modern nature means it lacks a
focus on collective trauma recovery. Also, it transcends the classical tea house, functi-
oning as a youth cultural hub shaped by its owner’s vision and childhood memories of
Karabakh, alongside his urban hotel business.

After the two cases of chaikhana, above, the next section discusses the function
of the tea house as a place of social interactions in a rural settlement of Karabakh IDPs.

Jibrail IDP Settlement Chaikhana
in Bilasuvar district

My third ethnographic encounter took place in the Jibrail IDP settlement located in
Azerbaijan’s southern Bilasuvar district. Contrasting starkly with the vibrant, youthful
energy of Flora in Baku and the traditional tea house culture found among IDPs from
Aghdam, this chaikhana presented a distinct social and spatial dynamic. Arriving with
assistance from Turkai, | was greeted by his uncle Habil. His welcoming manner was
softened by his reserved nature, reflecting his deep religiosity and conservative world-
view.

The settlement itself spread across eleven sequentially numbered villages,
each linked by a single main highway that functioned as the lifeline of the commu-
nity. Essential services like grocery stores, pharmacies, marriage halls, and indeed the
local chaikhana lined this main thoroughfare. The chaikhana itself was ambiguously
known as both a “chaikhana” and a “doner khana”, highlighting its dual function and
somewhat diminished cultural centrality compared to my previous experiences.

My interlocutor’s houses were at different distance from the tea house — my
key interlocutor Habil lived about 400 meters away, but local shepherd from Jibrail,
Bilal, lived less than 100 meters from here. Positioned on the second floor of a modest
two-story structure, this chaikhana offered a view of the surrounding rural landscape.
Its interior consisted of several small rooms partitioned by thin wooden panels; each
room connected centrally by a larger communal space featuring a sizeable fireplace.
Plastic tables and chairs spilled onto the first floor and into the courtyard, adding to the
ambiguity of its identity — half restaurant, half tea house.

Bilal’s livelihood depended on regular trips to Baku to buy and sell livestock,
leaving him limited opportunities to socialize within the settlement. The local chai-

121



khana, therefore, offered him a much-needed platform for social interaction, a weekly
respite from his demanding routine. Bilal described his visits vividly, emphasizing
sensory rituals: His narrative highlighted the sensory pleasure of sipping hot tea from
glasses, the tactile satisfaction of handling domino tiles, and the comforting backgro-
und murmur of familiar voices:

“There [i.e., in chaikhana/ — you know how it happens — people go there in the
evenings, They play dominoes, there is a restaurant near it. At dinner, in the evening
everyone sits there, they play dominoes, people do it and things like that... For examp-
le, my son lives in Baku, his son studies in Ganja... and I go to work on the sheep farm
myself, right? — So sometimes I go outside to meet people. Every week on the morning
of the 11" I go to the chaikhana and drink tea there. Just like you have coffee; we drink
tea everywhere... Well, in general, people meet there, yes, they play and that’ it...
They have relationships here”.!

In contrast to Bilal’s regular interactions, Habil rarely frequented the chaikha-
na. As a devout Muslim and follower of Turkish theologian Said Nursi, Habil prioriti-
zed religious practices and gatherings over secular spaces like the tea house. Without a
mosque in the settlement in his words, due to unspecified “political reasons”, Habil’s
house frequently served as an informal place of worship and theological study for fel-
low Nurcular adherents.? He emphasized that for him, communal prayer and Quranic
study offered deeper connections and more meaningful emotional support than secular
gatherings.

Together with his uncle and other IDPs living in the same settlement, Habil
calls himself Nurcular and after performing the night prayers, he often reads Nuri’s
commentaries on the Qur’an, or his other theological works (in Turkish, Russian, and
English languages). Accordingly, as a deeply religious Muslim, he considered the
chaikhana as a profane space and he preferred socializing with the other members
of Nurcular. It is also important to note that Habil told me that his childhood during
Karabakh would be “Complete” if he or other Azerbaijanis in general, were Muslims
— only after the collapse of the Soviet Union was given him the chance to meet Tur-
kish Missionaries in Baku, who helped him and many other IDP men from Karabakh
to study Quran. After this, his life becomes meaningful and everything around him,
even the war and other struggles were brought under an understanding with the help
of Islam.

U “Tam, snaew xax — seuepom moou udym, [u] mam OOMUHO USPAEMCs, 8031e e20 PeCmopaiib
ecmb, Ha 06ede, Beuepom 6ce cudsm mam, OOMUHO uepaem, 1oou ecmov max... Hanpumep moii
cvin orcusem 6 baky, y neeo coin yuumces @ I'anooce... U s udy na pabomy [osyesooueckoii]
epme, cam 0a? Hnozoa euxodxcy Ha yruye 4umoou 100U 6CmMpedamcsl, Kaxcoyio Heoeuo Ympo
11 yucoé noedy da na uait xana u mam uail nero. Kax y eac koge, max y Hac éesoe uaii nviom.
Hy, 6 obwem, 1100u mam écmpeuairomes, oa, uepaiom u ece... Omuowenue ecmn’.

2 Plural form of Said Nursi’s religious followers. They also described this word as “The readers
of Nuri”.
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Despite the fact that chaikhana had a much less importance to him, Habil’s
negative view of the tea house was not shared by other members of Nurcular. One of
them, Adil who told me that he served in the Soviet army and goes with his brother
to Habil’s house to pray, noted that sometimes it is even necessary to visit this place,
especially for older men. He mentioned overcoming trauma of the war as the reason
for this:

“Everyone got traumas, big traumas... All of us, even mothers... They meet the-
re, they talk, they come here with the problem, and then they forget everything. They
play cards a lot or drink wine or something, you understand me? — In general, such a
guy is very difficult to find with whom you can speak about the problem... One can't
find many young men in chaikhana, but old men can be found there, who talk to each
other and so on™.!

Adil’s remarks show that despite religious devotion, secular spaces like the
chaikhana remain vital for emotional support, especially for older men who share ex-
periences and find comfort there. Younger men’s limited participation suggests gene-
rational shifts. While chaikhanas help manage trauma through informal interaction,
their role in this setting was diminished compared to religious gatherings. The diffe-
ring views of Adil and Habil highlight how individual and generational factors shape
communal space use. Adil sees the chaikhana as an emotional refuge, whereas Habil
associates it with a secular communist past and downplays its current role. This reflects
Hage’s active nostalgia, where familiar rituals help displaced men navigate emotional
continuity and security.

In the absence of a mosque, prayer gatherings in one interlocutor’s home be-
came key spaces for socializing and sharing news — partly replacing the chaikhana’s
role. Compared to urban examples like Flora or Aghdam’s tea house, the rural chaik-
hana held less everyday importance. The dispersed layout and slower pace of village
life meant people often prioritized work or religious practice over casual socializing.

The “chaikhana” doubling as a “doner khana” reflected these rural adaptations.
It served different functions for different people — practical for some, nostalgic for ot-
hers — highlighting how tradition bends and shifts depending on personal histories and
community needs.

Despite its varied uses, the tea house remained a powerful symbol — adaptab-
le yet rooted in shared rituals and emotional ties that support community resilience
in displacement. This ethnographic case shows how personal histories and collective
traumas shape the evolving meaning of spaces like the chaikhana.

! “Bce nonyuun mpasm, 601buloil mpasm... éce s Mbl, u mamepul 0d... onu mam [6 waiixan] (G.
V.) ecmpeuaiomces, paccyscoaiom... Onu npuwiau npodrema éce 3a0y0uics, OHu MakK CKOIbKO
uepaems — kapm unu [nom (G. V.)] euno, umo mo, vt nonumaeme? — Boowem, maxou napens
MPYOHO HAUMU ¢ KOmopoe 0 npobieme modxcro [nojeoeopufealm... Ha uai xane nem mnoco
JOHOWU 0a celvac mam Cmapuko Hado Haumu Komopwvle 2080psam u mo2oaiu...” .

123



Conclusion

In this article, I have explored the chaikhana as a meeting place for internally disp-
laced men from Karabakh, using an ethnographic study of three chaikhanas across
Azerbaijan. This analysis demonstrated how these spaces — both typical and atypical
of traditional Muslim cultural settings — offer insights into broader socio-cultural, eco-
nomic, and religious processes shaping the lives of IDPs. By focusing on the recons-
truction and adaptation of chaikhanas, this study revealed their dual role: as a bridge
between the past and present and as spaces where displacement and resocialization
converge.

The ethnographic data explicitly addressed key research questions. Firstly,
Azerbaijani IDP men actively used nostalgic practices within chaikhanas to reshape
social and emotional attachments disrupted by displacement. The traditional chai-
khana in the Aghdam IDP settlement illustrated active nostalgia through daily rituals
and sensory experiences, helping men reconstruct their collective identity by recalling
pre-displacement life. The Flora chaikhana, conversely, demonstrated how younger
IDPs reimagined nostalgia, creating a modern, inclusive space that still resonated with
cultural and emotional memory from childhood.

Sensory experiences within chaikhanas significantly reinforced nostalgic at-
tachments and cultural intimacy. The aroma of brewed tea and tactile interactions with
traditional games like dominoes and backgammon evoked powerful emotional con-
nections to lost homes and communities. These sensory practices, as theorized by Tu-
an, transformed chaikhanas into emotionally significant sites where past and present
converged, complicating but ultimately enriching their cultural and social roles.

Finally, chaikhanas facilitated navigation through displacement, trauma, and
memory by offering spatial practices of active nostalgia. The Bilasuvar chaikhana il-
lustrated this clearly, despite its diminished significance due to competing religious
social practices. Here, chaikhanas still provided essential therapeutic outlets for ol-
der men to manage collective traumas, demonstrating their continued relevance even
when partially replaced by religious gatherings.

Thus, the analysis underscores how chaikhanas function as microcosms of
complex processes shaping Azerbaijani IDP communities. These spaces actively par-
ticipate in constructing cultural identity, offering both continuity with the past and
adaptive responses to current realities. By exploring tradition, memory, and adaptation
interplay, this study emphasizes the chaikhana’s crucial role in sustaining resilience
and community bonds amidst displacement.!

' Reflecting on Arthur Conan Doyle’s epigraph, the chaikhana invites us to consider the nuanced
difference between merely seeing and deeply observing. Like Dr. Watson, individuals may
frequently engage with familiar spaces without genuinely recognizing their deeper symbolic
and emotional significance. For IDPs, the chaikhana’s sensory experiences enable a profound
observation and appreciation of a place’s intangible qualities, emphasizing that understanding
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Giorgi Vakhtangashvili

Attachment to a Nostalgic Place: Remakings
of the Azerbaijani Chaikhana
by IDP Men from Karabakh

Summary

This article examines the social and emotional significance of tea houses (chaikhana)
in the daily lives of Azerbaijani men who were forcibly displaced from Karabakh.
Based on ethnographic research, it shows how and why displaced persons re-create
these traditional spaces in their new living environments. Tea houses are presented as
a means of preserving cultural continuity, coping with trauma, reinforcing social ties,
and fostering new emotional attachments to place. This analytical discussion engages
with scholarly debates on space, nostalgia, and the particularities of social adaptation.

The study is based on three months of ethnographic fieldwork conducted in
2022 in Baku and Bilasuvar among Azerbaijani IDPs from Karabakh. Access to the
field was challenging due to the sensitivity of the topic, the ongoing Karabakh conflict
at the time, and other related factors. To address these difficulties, the article empha-
sizes the importance of informal relationships and personal rapport with narrators in
post-conflict ethnography.

The theoretical framework draws on Gh. Hage’s concept of active nostalgia,
which understands nostalgia not as a passive and painful attachment to the past, but as
an emotional practice oriented toward the future. For displaced persons, nostalgia ser-
ves as a means of restoring identity and forging new connections. During the inductive
generalization of the ethnographic material, the study also engages with Y.-F. Tuan’s
theory, which highlights the role of human feelings and emotional experiences in trans-
forming a specific space into a place imbued with meaning. The works of Connerton
and Herzfeld are also significant here, as they provide useful insights for the anthropo-
logical analysis of memory and gendered spaces.

The article examines three cases of re-created tea houses by displaced
Azerbaijani men from Karabakh. The first was located in Baku, in a former student
dormitory, where IDPs from Aghdam decided to establish a traditional, men-only spa-
ce after resettlement. In this setting, tea drinking and traditional games turn the tea ho-
use into a sensory refuge where men gather daily, exchange information, and reinforce
social ties.

The second tea house is a modernized space, adapted to youth culture, opera-
ting as both a tea house and a hotel in central Baku. Its founder, a young displaced man,
sought to transform the traditional space into an inclusive venue accessible to women,
blending music, contemporary board games, and an urban aesthetic. Flora represents
an original attempt to adapt the traditional Azerbaijani tea house to the interests of a
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new generation, merging childhood aspirations formed in displacement with business
ambitions and efforts toward the resocialization of displaced persons.

The third example is located in the Bilasuvar IDP settlement. Unlike the previ-
ous cases, this tea house operates as a type of restaurant. At first glance, its cultural sig-
nificance appears similar to that of the first tea house discussed. However, the analysis
of the settlement’s social space revealed that the tea house, as a profane space, carries
less meaning for some members of the devout community, who prefer to socialize in
their home environments after performing namaz prayers. In this case, the tea house’s
social role is shaped not only by displacement but also by the rural context and the
everyday practices of a religious Muslim community.

In conclusion, drawing on ethnographic material, the article highlights cases of
re-creating tea houses as traditional Azerbaijani social spaces by IDPs from Karabakh.
Through an analytical framework of active nostalgia and spatial practices, the tea ho-
use is presented as a kind of microcosm that reflects broader economic, religious, and
socio-cultural issues within the Azerbaijani displaced community.
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Bidzina Murvanidze, Leri Djibladze,
Giorgi Gogochuri

A Bronze Pin Found
in Zemo (Upper) Imereti

Summary

An intriguing bronze pin shaped like a double blade halberd resembling an axe is hou-
sed in the Ch’iatura Local History Museum. It was discovered accidentally in 1970 in
the village of Itkhvisi. The pin is 20 cm long. Its 16.5 cm long pin-rod is crowned with
a 4.5 cm long and 5cm wide top. One half of the shaft is adorned with incisions. The
transition point between the terminal and the shaft is markedly thickened and pierced
by a transverse hole approximately 1 cm in diameter. A pair of circular perforations at
the center of the terminal gives the impression that the upper section may once have
borne clearly defined figurative elements.

The Ch’iatura pin’s form and specific details suggest close parallels with do-
uble-bladed halberd-shaped bronze pendant-amulets discovered in Kvemo (Lower)
Kartli (Ts’ints’q’aro), which B. Kuftin dates to the Early Iron Age. A similar object,
dated to the 7"-6™ centuries BC, was found at the Eli-Baba cemetery in southern
Georgia. Further analogies, particularly in terms of shape, can be observed in artifacts
from Ach’ara — specifically clothing pins unearthed at the Choloki settlement (accor-
ding to the shape of a mould) and a barrow in Makhvilauri.

There are also noteworthy distant parallels with Greek-Macedonian artefacts —
namely, triple-stepped double-axe-shaped pendants and buttons found in the cemetery
of Vergina. Notably, all of these were recovered from female burials and are interpre-
ted as items of personal adornment. They are dated to the 10"-9™ centuries BC.

The absence of a clear archaeological context for the bronze pin complicates
efforts to determine its precise chronology. Nevertheless, we propose that the Ch’iatura
pin and the double-edged halberd-like pendants known from other regions of Georgia
should be examined within a unified conceptual framework. These artefacts likely be-
long to a shared cultural horizon and can be tentatively dated to the transitional period
between the end of the second millennium BC and the beginning of the first millenni-
um BC. We conditionally associate their origin with the Aegean cultural sphere. This
era was marked by the establishment of close contacts between western Georgia and
several regions of the Mediterranean. Evidence of these interactions includes beads
made from ceramic, bronze, and other materials. Numerous finds from both lowland
and highland Colchian sites — particularly from Early Iron Age and Classical-period
contexts, such as the Brili burial ground — further attest to these cultural exchanges.
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3065%0mb Lo 3nEN-5335MMDBo; 3. bmes. 3M0Lbgzolb MMM semgdsmmal &odal
3060bL (39900 (b0dabs 3y gobadal dnbgwgom).

&od. Il = 1. Byzomo osmgdomoob gmmdob bszobdob Rsdmbabbdgema yomoado
Bognmdol 63mbabmamMneab; 2. mM30Ms smgdomool gmmdal dMabgomb bo-
30bdo bmgg. 3sbzomon@al JzoyMommnsbo bodsMbowsb; 3. mM3ams (3mmab bo-
3NM0bgzgmo 360980wmsb; 4-5. smgdomnbdseggamo dMnbxomb Lsznwo s3a0-
mbgdo bmagg. babbystmmmab (oMo 3mo Rogmgodgamol dobgogom).

Illustrations

Tab. I — 1. Bronze pin; 2. Double-bladed halberd-shaped bronze pendant-amulet from
Eli-Baba; 3. An iron double-bladed axe from the village of Kriskhevi (according to
Bidzina Murvanidze).

Tab. II — 1. A casting mould with two identical cavities for casting double-headed
axe-shaped pins, discovered at the Choloki settlement; 2. An altar featuring the image
of a double-headed axe, discovered in Crete; 3. A double-blade axe altar from Creta;
4-5. Bronze pendants (amulets) in the shape of double-headed axes from the village of
Ts’ints’q’aro (according to Irakli Chavleishvili).
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Besik Lortkipanidze, Nikoloz Murgulia
Davit Lomitashvili, Nino Khutsishvili

The Ethnic Composition of Byzantine Military Units
Stationed in Lazika: Evidence from New Archaeological Data

Summary

In 2019, during excavations near the main gate of the Nokalakevi settlement, a frag-
ment of a two-part belt buckle (Fig. 1) was uncovered in an early medieval cultural
layer beneath 6™-century steps. The artifact preserves only the section intended for at-
tachment to leather; the tongue and locking mechanism are missing (Fig. 2).

The preserved part of the buckle is rectangular in form, measuring 3.4 cm in
height, 2.3 cm in width, and 0.4 cm in thickness. It is made of bronze and seems to
have been gilded as traces of gold are visible along the edges. The buckle was decora-
ted with colored glass inlays. The composition consists of nine sections, separated by
bronze dividers, all framed by a rectangular, embossed border. The upper and lower
two parts are rectangular. Though none of these parts show traces of glass. In the cen-
ter, there is a rhombus-shaped inlay, surrounded by four triangular sections. Only one
of these contains a dark red glass plate, while the remaining three empty triangular
sections, with one showing a white residue, which is likely a trace of glue used to se-
cure the glass. A similar residue is present inside one of the rectangular sections. This
suggests that the glass was not poured into the sections but rather inserted and fixed
with glue.

The buckle detail, outside the embossed frame, has three sides with 2 mm di-
ameter holes. These holes were used to attach the buckle securely to a leather strap
using metal pins. On the fourth side, there are two prongs for attaching a fastening ring.

The research revealed that a similar buckle is preserved at the Roman-Germanic
Central Museum in Mainz. Renowned scholar Mechthild Schulze-Dérrlam  includes
this type of buckle in her well-known catalog “Byzantine Belt Buckles and
Buckle Work at the Roman-Germanic Central Museum?” classi-
fying it as type C15 (oval buckles with rectangular bronze mounts inlaid with enamel).
According to M. Schulze-Dérrlam, C15 type buckles have been found in Egypt, the
Eastern Mediterranean (Syria, Palestine), the western Black Sea coast, Italy, Sicily,
Germany, and France. She dates this type to the late 5" — early 6™ centuries. M. Schul-
ze-Dorrlam also proposes that because these buckles (gilded with glass inlays) were
decorated with colored glass rather than precious stones, they likely did not belong to
the imperial aristocracy of Byzantium but might have been used by high-ranking fo-
reign individuals living and serving in the Byzantine Empire, such as the Ostrogoths.
She bases this theory on specific tombs where Ostrogothic warriors were buried.
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Naturally, the question arises: how this part of the buckle appeared in the early
medieval layer of the Nokalakevi settlement?

As known, in the coastal cities and fortresses of Lazika, from the late 1 cen-
tury onward, Roman and later Byzantine military units were stationed intermittently,
depending on the changing nature of relations with Rome and Byzantium. As for the
internal regions, the Byzantine army occasionally entered, for example, in the mid-5
century or between 527-531 AD. The Byzantine military presence in the cities of Egrisi
(Lazika) increased significantly in the 530s, following the conclusion of the so-called
“Eternal Peace” in 532 AD between Emperor Justinian [ (527-565 AD) and the Persian
king Khosrow I Anushirvan (531-579 AD). Distrusting the peace, Justinian, began
preparations for war. He sent additional troops to Egrisi, where the Byzantines began
strengthening cities and strongholds. The Emperor stationed garrisons in the cities and
fortresses of Egrisi. During the Byzantine-Sassanid War (540-562 AD), a Byzantine
force of approximately 3,000 men was stationed in the fortress of Archaeopolis. In the
Byzantine army during this period, as in the earlier Roman army, the so-called “bar-
barian generals” played an important role. These military leaders included Armenians,
Syrians, Thracians, Slavs, Germans (Herules, Goths, Gepids), and representatives
from other ethnic groups.

In our opinion, the “Ostrogothic” buckle found in Nokalakevi likely belonged
to a high-ranking member of the Byzantine army, probably a representative of one of
the Germanic tribes (Ostrogoths, Herules, Gepids, etc.).
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Iustrations

1. Aerial photo of the site of Nokalakevi (author: Ivane Kenia).
Two-part belt buckle, discovered in Nokalakevi (author: Nikoloz
Murgulia).

3. Similar belt buckle, discovered in Asia Minor (Schulze-Dorrlam,
Byzantine Belt Buckles and Belt Fittings).

4. Belt buckle, discovered in Lari cemetery, Tsebelda (Voronov, The Mystery

of the Tsebelda Valley).
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Valery Manko

Kobuleti: Flint and Obsidian
Complexes of Layers 3 and 4

Introduction

The Kobuleti site is located on the territory of the village of Kobuleti in Adjara
(Georgia), on a cape on the right bank of the Kintrishi River (Fig. 1). The cape, surro-
unded by two riverbeds, occupies an area of about 50x50 m and rises 16-25 m above
the river level. The cape is situated at an elevation of 60 m. The cape is composed of
basalt rocks, and only its upper part is associated with sediments of the palaeo-soil la-
yer. Geographically, the site is located on the Colchis plain, which occupies part of the
coastal area. The Kintrishi River flows along the southern part of the plain, bordering
the foothills. Today, the Colchis Plain is a subtropical climate zone, but this does not
mean that the climate was the same at the beginning of the Holocene when the site
was abandoned. At the beginning of the Holocene, the climate of Western Georgia was
relatively temperate, and coniferous trees, including fir, spruce, and pine, were widesp-
read. The inhabitants of the site had therefore chosen a strategically favorable place for
settlement, only 15 km from the coast, on the banks of a river flowing into the Black
Sea, at the boundary of two landscape zones — the valley and the foothills.
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The history of the study of the Kintrishi Gorge Stone Age began in the 1960s.
The first publication appeared in 1964, when the Kobuleti and Khutsubani sites we-
re discovered.! The Kobuleti site was investigated by S. Gogitidze between 1977 and
1986.2 However, his excavations reflected the methodological standards of the time,
and he was unable to distinguish separate stratigraphic layers, treating the entire com-
plex as homogeneous — a significant oversight.

Stratified complexes began to emerge when excavations resumed in 2019.3
The site’s materials were found to correspond to at least five layers (0—4), dated betwe-
en the Final Pleistocene and the onset of the Middle Holocene. Layers 3 and 4, identifi-
ed in 2023, represent the earliest settlement phase of the site, associated with the Final
Pleistocene (Table 1.1). This made it possible, for the first time, to define the earliest
stage of the development of the Kobuletian culture.

Despite the similarity of all the identified archaeological layers, the earliest
complexes of the site are characterised by a relative paucity of tool types and contain
stone tools that are either absent or extremely rare in the Holocene complexes.

The discovery of traces of stone architecture associated with layer 4 of the
Kobuleti site came as a great surprise. Before 2023, only above-ground sunken struc-
tures associated with pillar pits were found. The change in building traditions at the
Pleistocene-Holocene transition was probably a sign of the adaptation of the Kobuleti
population to climate change.

Research Methods

The analysis of stone artefacts was conducted using the formal-typological method,
with particular emphasis placed on the examination of stone knapping techniques. The
studies of P. J. Wilke and J. Pelegrin were consulted for this purpose.* The typology
employed for analyzing the tools aligns with the framework established by F. Hole and
colleagues.® This choice of typology is motivated by the geographical proximity of
Kobuleti to the Middle East, where M’lefaatian culture sites were present, as well as
the cultural affinities between Kobuletian and M’leffaatian cultures.

However, it is important to note that alternative terminology is necessary when
describing Kobuletian tools. Hence, the term “burinated pieces” was used in our analysis.®

" Berdzenishvili, Nebieridze, Stone Age sites.

2 Gogitidze, The Neolithic culture; Gogitidze, The Archaeological Sites.

3 Chkhatarashvili, Manko, Kobuleti site: the evidence, pp. 28-35; Chkhatarashvili (et al.),
South-East Black Sea Coast, pp. 213-230.

* Wilke, Bullet-Shaped Microblade Cores, pp. 289-310; Pelegrin, New Experimental
Observations.

> Hole (et al.), Prehistory and human ecology; Hole, Studies in the archeological history; Hole,
The Jarmo Chipped Stone, pp. 233-284.

¢ Nishiaki, Lithic technology of Neolithic Syria; Nishiaki, Neolithic flaked stone assemblages
from Géytepe, pp. 169-190.
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The stratigraphic method was used to determine the chronological position of
the complex. It was found that the complex of Layer 3 is older than the pillar pits of the
dwelling in the eastern part of the excavation area and object 40 in the south-eastern
part of the excavation area (Table 1). Considering that the above-mentioned objects we-
re dated to the very beginning of the Preboreal, we can assume that layer 3 could be of
Final Pleistocene age. Accordingly, Layer 4, which overlapped Layer 3, is even older.

Statistical methods of analysis can only be applied to layer 3 materials.
Unfortunately, the materials of layer 4 are very few and the statistical method is not
applicable to their analysis.

The comparison of the materials of the earliest complexes of Kobuleti with the
complexes of other archaecological cultures is based on the typological method and on
the assessment of the diachronic development of the compared cultures.

Materials of Complexes of Layers 3, 4 and Pit 53
The Complexes’ Planography and Stratigraphy

Approximately 100 square meters of the site were investigated in 2019-2023. Layer 3
was preserved over an area of approximately 20 square meters in the western part of
the excavation area (Fig. 2). Much of layer 3 was destroyed by features of layer 2, inc-
luding a ground dwelling in the eastern part of the excavation area and pits associated
with layers 2, 1 and 0. The top of layer 3 is marked by the entry levels of the deepened
features of layer 2. This is the level of the entrance to the excavation of the ground
dwelling, features 50 and 40. As feature 40 has been radiocarbon dated (Table 1. 2), it
can be argued that layer 3 is associated with the end of the Pleistocene. Layer 4 has not
yet been studied. The layer is stratigraphically below layer 2 and has been traced over
an area of 12 square meters in the north-western part of the excavation area. Layer 4 is
associated with the discovery of a stone structure. It is a wall of massive basalt pebbles
brought to the site from the banks of the Kintrishi River. Near the wall there is a pile
of pebbles which may be the remains of a destroyed structure.
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Object 53 is a complex of interlinked pits (Fig. 3) which were constructed
simultaneously, with the level of the initial entrance of all three pits merging into a
single point. The object is located in the southern part of the excavation area, not fully
excavated, and it runs under the southern wall. This pit complex occurred after the con-
struction of the surface dwelling. The level of the entrance was 10-12 cm lower than
the entrance of the dwelling pit of layer 2.

Fig. 3.

The stratigraphy of layers 3 and 4 can be traced along three walls of the exca-
vation area. The northern wall gives us an opportunity to trace the alternation of layers
2,3 and 4.

The northern wall demonstrates the next stratification picture:

1. Lithological level 1 — 0 — 0,18 m. Black humus with mixture of sand. This
level contains replaced artefacts, which were washed away during the destruction of
the cultural layer in the neighbouring areas. The bottom of lithological level 1 links
with the entrance of object 23 (culture level 0).

2. Lithological level 2 — 0,18 — 0,28 m. It’s the soil of dark brown color with a
mixture of basalt gravels (d 1-5 cm). This level links with the culture layer 2. Culture
level 1 is absent in this layer. The presence of culture layer 1 was fixed only in the squ-
are of the above-ground dwelling.

3. Lithological level 3 — 0,28 — 0,44 m. It’s the soil of light brown color
with mixture of basalt gravels (d 1-5 cm). This level links with the culture layer 3.
Lithological levels 2 and 3 are linked with ancient Holocene A according to the clas-
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sification of N. P. Gerasimenko.! These layers were deposited in frames of interval
13500 — 7200 BP uncal. Early dates of Kobuleti site are correspond with this period
(Table 1. 1-2).

4. Lithological level 4 — 0,44 — 0,54 m. It’s the soil of light grey color with a
mixture of basalt gravels (d 1-12 cm). This level links with the culture layer 4. This le-
vel linked with stone buildings. Our observations of transects near the site have never
been associated with finding a lithic layer of this color and consistency. It is possible
that such lithological layers were very infrequently deposited and washed away by
heavy rainfall. The preservation of such a layer at the Kobuleti site may be related to
the discovery of stone structures that acted as ‘traps’ for deposits. It is likely that this
lithological layer is related to the Allred interstadial.

The stratigraphy along the western wall of the excavation area is very poorly
traced, as the wall cuts through many recessed objects. Only in the north-western cor-
ner of the excavation area is there a clear boundary between lithological layers 3 and
4. This boundary is marked by the remains of a stone structure.

The southern wall of the excavation area shows the different levels of inclusion
of objects associated with layers 2 and 3. Here we see the alternation of strata of lit-
hological layers 1, 2 and 3 as on the north wall, but the entry level of the dated object
40 (Table 1. 2) of layer 2 is associated with the top of lithological layer 2, while the
entry level of pit 50 is associated with the bottom of this level. Pit 53, associated with
cultural layer 3, has a brownish grey fill with a significant admixture of basalt gravel
(d 1-8 cm). The fill is notable for its high charcoal content, amounting to approxima-
tely 300 grams.

Stone Complexes

If we compare the complexes of layer 3 with those of later layers, we find the greatest
difference in row material. Only one-fifth of the artefacts are obsidian; the rest are flint
(Table 2). The later layers demonstrate different statistics. The proportion of obsidian
artefacts within stone complexes 40-60 %.? The origin of obsidian at the Kobuleti si-
te has already been clarified. Almost all obsidian artefacts are associated with mount
Chikiani, 200 km east of the site.> Obsidian artefacts are black, sometimes transparent
smoky grey, sometimes translucent with black stripes. The flint complex is represented
by very homogeneous yellow flint. Such flint is also present in later complexes. At the
same time, the flint in the later complexes is more diverse. There is grey and pink flint,
clearly from different sources. The yellow flint probably came from the banks of the
Kintrishi River, where pebbles of the same color are often found. In addition, the flint

! Gerasimenko, Prirodnaia sreda, pp. 3-64.
2 Chkhatarashvili, Manko, Kobuleti site: the evidence, pp. 28-35.
3 Chkhatarashvili, Glascock, Obsidian at Kobuleti, pp. 1-8.
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from Kobuleti layer 3 often has a fragmentary lime crust, which also distinguishes it
from later artefacts.

Thus, stone from only two resources was used. One of the resources was dif-
ficult to access, which is reflected in the statistics (Table 2), while the second was
associated with a source in the immediate vicinity of the camp. It is possible that this
situation is related to the fact that the migrants had little knowledge of the resource ba-
se of the South Caucasus and the methods of obtaining stone resources. The complex
of layer 3 may reflect the phase of adaptation of the migrants to new living conditions.

The lithic complexes of layer 3 and pit 50 belong to the same chronological
interval but should be described separately. This is because the two complexes reflect
different episodes in the economy of the site’s inhabitants.

The complex of layer 3 contains 2048 artefacts, of which 1156 are
flint (82.1%) and 252 (17.9%) are obsidian. It is interesting to note that, despite the
predominance of flint, the number of obsidian and flint tools is almost equal (88 and
85 respectively). If we compare the specific weight of the tools in the flint and obsidian
complexes, the difference is very significant. Flint implements represent 7.61% of all
flints, while obsidian implements represent 33.73%. This circumstance may indicate
that the inhabitants of the site had a stable cultural tradition of using obsidian, valued
this raw material and considered it preferable for the manufacture of stone tools. Flint
was only used out of necessity when obsidian was in short supply. At the same time,
the paucity of obsidian artefacts may indicate that the site’s inhabitants were more li-
kely to have brought ready-made blades or even tools from a distant source.

The flint complex of layer 3 contains 6 cores and 4 tablets. All cores are single
platform, extremely processed. The remaining shape suggests that these cores were
originally conical. All cores are single platform, extremely worked. The remaining
shape suggests that these cores were conical. Only one core retains a bullet-like sha-
pe (Fig. 4. 46). Tablets are also associated with rejuvenation of conical or bullet-like
cores. Tablets are also associated with the rejuvenation of conical or spherical cores.
Thus, the technique of flint knapping was linked to pressing flaking.

All blades, bladelets and microblades have been produced using the press-fla-
king method. The blades exhibit curved profiles, while the bladelets and microblades
are generally smooth. Intact artefacts are rare; only 8 blades, 8 bladelets, and 2 microb-
lades were recovered. Fragments of these artefacts are nearly 15 times more abundant.
There is reason to believe that the purpose of making all types of blades was to obtain
a medial segment suitable for making inserts for complex tools. A total of 114 medial
segments were found.

The presence of 8 primary, 217 secondary flakes and 532 chips and chunks in
the complex indicates that flint knapping may have taken place directly on the site.

Flint was used to make 88 tools (Table 3).

35 burins and 36 burin spalls were found. Burins can be divided into 2 groups.
The first group includes burins on flakes and thick blades (thickness 0.5-1.1 cm). The
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second group includes burins on thin blades and bladelets (thickness 0.1-0.3 cm). The
first group is associated with tools that have the function of burins. The second group
is associated with tools that were probably inserts of complex tools. Negatives of burin
spalls were formed as a result of the use of such “burins”. We will use the term “buri-
nated pieces” to describe the “burins” of the second group.

There are 12 burins in the first group. The following types we can note:

1. Angle burins on broken blades (7 items) Fig. 4. 1, 3, 5, 11, 15-16, 18). 4 bu-
rins of this type have semi-steep retouched edges (Fig. 4. 1, 5, 15, 18).

2. Angle burin on unmodified proximal part of blade (Fig. 4. 6). This burin has
the facet of a small chunk on the ventral surface, which appeared as a result of hafting.

3. Double angle burin on medial segment of blade (Fig. 4. 10). This burin has
negatives of bilateral burin spalls on distal end.

4. Dihedral angle burin on blade (Fig. 4. 8). This burin has a notch on one of
the edges.

5. Angle burin on broken massive flake (Fig. 4. 14). This burin has 3 negatives
of burin spalls along one side.

6. Burin on oblique truncated facetted flake with semi-steep retouched edge
(Fig. 4. 4).

There are 23 “burins” of the second group.

1. Angle burins on broken blades (16 items) (Fig. 4. 2, 13 19-24, 26, 28-30,
32-33). 3 burins of this type have notches (Fig. 4. 20, 29, 32).

2. Double angle burin on medial segment of blade (3 items) (Fig. 4. 7, 17, 25).
One burin has negatives of bilateral burin spalls on the distal end (Fig. 4. 7).

3. Bilateral angle burins on broken blades (4 items) (Fig. 4. 9, 12, 27, 31).

The proposed division of burins into 2 groups is rather conventional. We can
assign all burins to group 2, but we will always have questions about 0.4-0.5 cm thick
objects. The only way to determine this is to analyse whether this or that “burin” could
have a burin function. At present, no methodology has been developed to distinguish
between the two groups. One of the most important criteria for differentiation will li-
kely be the thickness of negatives of burin spalls.

Only 1 end- and side-scraper was found in a complex of Layer 3 (Fig. 4. 47).

There are 19 retouched segments of blades and bladelets in the complex. Next
types of these tools were indicated: segments of blades and bladelets with partly re-
touched edges (17 items) (Fig. 4. 39-42, 45, 49). The retouch is flat. Only 1 proximal
part of the blade has fully retouched edge (Fig. 4. 43). There is 1 massive medial part
of the blade with ventral semi-steep retouch (Fig. 4. 44).

All notched segments of blades and bladelets have notches 0,4-0,9 mm in
width (Fig. 4. 34-38). Only 1 of such tools is a denticulated piece (Fig. 4. 36).

161



Only 1 perforator was found. It’s a distal segment of the blade with abrupt con-
vergent retouch (Fig. 4. 50).
Only 1 chisel (splintered piece on flake) present in complex (Fig. 4. 48).

Fig. 4.

Microliths include 1 truncated facetted blade (Fig. 5. 1) and 10 segments of bla-
des, bladelets and microblades with abrupt retouched edges (Fig. 5. 2-11). Microliths
divided into 2 groups: tools on thick blades (0,3-0,4 cm) 1,2-1,6 cm in width (Fig. 5.
1-2, 6); tools on thin bladelets and microblades (0,1-0,2 cm) 0,3-0,8 in width (Fig. 5.
3-5,7-11).
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Microliths of 1 group can be used like inserts in massive, grooved bone points.
On the other hand, we see microfracture traces on 2 microliths, which may be linked
with the use of microliths like transverse arrowheads (bending fracture) (Fig. 5. 1-2).
All microliths of this group were made on medial segments of blades.

Microliths of 2 group were inserts of grooved bone points. All tools of this gro-
up are straight in profiles. 2 tools we can describe as burinated pieces (Fig. 5. 5, 9). The
first of them have a negative of short burin spall along abrupt retouched edge (Fig. 5.
5), the second have 2 negatives of counter burin spalls on unretouched edge (Fig. 5. 9).
Negatives of burin spalls were appeared in process of use of bone points with nume-
rous inserts, which collided when the arrow hits the animal’s body. It is possible that
many of the burinated pieces described in the analysis of burins were also bone point
inserts. Microliths of this group were made on proximal (2 items) or medial (6 items)
segments of bladelets and microblades.

Fig. 5.

The obsidian complex has 252 artefacts, including 85 tools (Table 3).

Two one-platform cores were found. Both cores are associated with the final
stage of knapping.

Only 25 blades, bladelets and their segments are present in complex (Table
3). All of them were made with the use of pressing and flaking methods. The most
numerous is the bladelets group (17 items), 14 of which are the medial segments of
bladelets.

Traces of obsidian knapping are not very distinct. Only 1 primary flake, 35 se-
condary flakes, 94 cheeps and chunks were found.

There are 85 tools in the complex.

Thirty burins were found. These artefacts are divided into 2 groups too.

The first group include tools, which have a function of real burins. There are
only 5 such implements. All of them are 0.5 to 0.7 cm thick. The following types we
can note:
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1. Angle burins on broken blades (2 items) (Fig. 6. 27, 44). 1 burin of this type
have a semi-steep ventral retouched edge (Fig. 6. 44).

2. Bilateral burin on oblique truncated facetted flake (Fig. 6. 10).

3. Dihedral angle burin on flake (Fig. 6. 28). This burin has a notch on one of
edges.

4. Symmetric dihedral angle burin on flake (Fig. 6. 26). This burin has a notch
on one of the edges.

The artefacts of group 2 (25 items) are all made on blades or bladelets and are
between 0.1 and 0.3 cm in thickness.

1. Angle burins on broken blades and bladelets (16 items) (Fig. 6. 1, 5-8, 12-
14, 16-19, 24-25, 40). 3 burins of this type have notches (Fig. 6. 24-25, 40).

2. Double angle burin on medial segment of blade (3 items) (Fig. 6. 11, 15, 20).
One burin has negatives of bilateral burin spalls on the distal end (Fig. 4. 7).

3. Bilateral angle burins on broken blades (6 items) (Fig. 6. 2-4, 9, 22-23).

4. Double combinate burin: symmetric dihedral and on truncated facetted bla-
de (Fig. 6. 21).

All artefacts of Group 2 have a straight or slightly curved profile except for one
(Fig. 6. 40), which may be associated with a group of real burins.

Nine blades with fully or partially retouched edges were found in the complex
(Fig. 6. 29-32). Fine retouch was used.

Sixteen blades and bladelets with notches were found. Notches are 0.5 to 0.9
cm wide (Fig. 6. 33-38). Two artefacts have symmetrical notches (Fig. 6. 33-34), two
artefacts have 2 notches on one edge (Fig. 6. 35, 38).

All other tools are microliths and linked with their production products.

There are 3 truncated facetted blades (Fig. 6. 39, 43, 49). One of these has a
thin and short burin spall and is typologically a burin on a truncated facetted blade
(Fig. 6. 43). The burin spall is a trace of a spin-off fracture that occurred as a result of
the use of tools such as arrowheads. For this reason, we should consider this microlith
as a burinated piece.

There is a microlith on a bladelet with abrupt retouch and a facet of microbu-
rin spall on the distal part (Fig. 6. 54). The presence of such a point indicates that the
microburin technique was used to produce microliths.

One product can be characterised as a microlith semi-finished product. It is a
proximal blade segment with an abruptly retouched edge and a deep notch (Fig. 6.46).
It is possible that the notch was prepared to remove the microburin.

One product is a by-product of microlith production. This is the proximal seg-
ment of a backed blade (Fig 3.65). This artefact has a long notch. It appears that the
bladelet was broken to obtain a uniform medial segment of the backed bladelet.

There is one very unusual microlith. This is a proximal blade segment with an
abrupt ventral retouch and another notched edge (Fig. 6. 47). It appears that the notches
are banding fractures resulting from the use of the artefact as a transverse arrowhead.
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There are 5 microliths on straight proximal segments of blades and bladelets
(Fig. 6.41-42, 50, 58, 63). Two of them are also associated with burinated pieces (Fig.
6. 41-42). Both these artefacts have bipolar retouch.

The bipolar retouch has 2 microliths on medial segments of blade and bladelet
(Fig. 6. 51, 61).

Only 2 microliths have both backed edges (Fig. 6. 45, 48). One of them is a
burinated piece too (Fig. 6. 45).

All other microliths (9 items) are backed medial segments of blades and blade-
lets (Fig. 6. 52-53, 55-57, 59-60, 64, 66).
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The complex of Pit 53 contains 649 artefacts, of which 465 are flint
(71,65%) and 184 (28,35%) are obsidian (Table 2).

The flint complex is not associated with the presence of cores and tablets. The-
re are 99 blades, bladelets, microblades and their segments. More than half of these
artefacts are bladelets and their segments (50 items). All of these products were made
using the pressing flaking method. There are 6 primary and 121 secondary flakes, 185
cheeps and chunks.

Forty-two pieces of modified flint were found (Table 3). Twenty-three of them
are burins. Within this typological group, we distinguish between real burins and bu-
rinated pieces.

There are 10 real burins. The thickness of the tools of this group is 0,5 — 1,8
cm.

1. Angle burins on broken blades (3 items) (Fig. 7. 2, 12, 29). 1 burin of this
type have a semi-steep dorsal retouched edge (Fig. 7. 29).

2. Angle burins on unmodified proximal parts of blades (2 items) (Fig. 7. 4, 7).

3. Bilateral angle burins on broken blades (2 items) (Fig. 7. 3, 6).

4. Dihedral angle burins on flakes (2 items) (Fig. 7. 1, 8).

5. Burin on concave faceted flake (Fig. 7. 9). This tool may represent a modi-
fied scraper.

There are 12 burinated pieces. The thickness of tools of this group is 0,1 — 0,3
cm.

1. Angle burins on broken blades (8 items) (Fig. 7. 2, 10-11, 14-15, 31, 34, 36).
1 burin of this type have a semi-steep dorsal retouched edge (Fig. 7. 29).

2. Bilateral angle burin on broken blades (Fig. 7. 19).

3. Angle burin on unmodified proximal parts of blade (2 items) (Fig. 7. 5).

4. Double angle burins on broken blades (2 items) (Fig. 7. 13, 35).

Four scrapers were found in complex. There are end-scraper on blade with
removed proximal part (Fig. 7. 30), round scraper on blade (Fig. 7. 26), 2 scrapers on
flakes (Fig. 7. 27-28).

There are 5 fine retouched blades (Fig. 7. 16, 24-25), 5 notched bladelets (Fig.
4. 17-18, 32). One of the notched blades is a denticulated piece (Fig. 7. 32). There is a
notched flake (Fig. 7. 23) in the complex.

Only 3 microliths were found. One of them is the medial segment of backed
bladelet (Fig. 7. 21). There is 1 proximal segment of bladelet with partly backed edge
(Fig. 7. 33). This microlith is not a finished implement. One of the microliths is a bu-
rinated piece. It’s medial segment of backed blade with negative of short burin spall
(Fig. 7. 20).

There is very rare tool in complex. This tool is titled “Kashkashok side-blow
blade-flakes™ or “thin section”.?

" Nishiaki, Side-blow blade-flakes, pp. 311-325.
2 Hole, The Jarmo Chipped Stone, pp. 233-284.
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The obsidian complex has 184 artefacts (Table 2). Only one one-platform bul-
let-like core was found (Fig. 8. 36). This core is associated with the final stage of knap-
ping. There are 2 tablets from the conic cores.

Twenty-three blades, bladelets and their segments are present in the complex
(Table 3). All of them were made using pressure-flaking techniques. The most numero-
us are bladelets (14 items), 10 of which are the proximal segments. Only 66 secondary
flakes, 35 cheeps and chunks were recovered.

There are 50 modified pieces in the complex.

Twenty-four burins were found. These artefacts are divided into 2 groups.

The first group includes tools that function as true burins (5 items). All of them
are 0,6 to 0,7 cm thick. The following types can be noted:

1. Angle burins on broken blades (3 items) (Fig. 8. 5, 7, 24). 1 burin of this type
has a semi-steep ventral retouched edge (Fig. 6. 7).

2. Burin on concave facetted massive flake (Fig. 8. 8).

3. Transverse burin on massive blade (Fig. 8. 42).
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The artefacts of group 2 (19 items) are all made on blades or bladelets and are
between 0.1 and 0.3 cm in thickness.

1. Angle burins on broken blades and bladelets (12 items) (Fig. 8. 6, 11, 13,
16-19, 21, 23, 25, 44-45). 2 burins of this type have notches (Fig. 8. 17, 19).

2. Double angle burin on proximal or medial segments of blade (2 items) (Fig.
8. 14, 20).

3. Bilateral angle burins on broken blades (5 items) (Fig. 8. 9-10, 12, 15, 22).

There are 4 scrapers in the complex. Two end-scrapers were made on massive
flakes (Fig. 8. 1-2). One end-scraper (Fig. 8. 3) and one oval scraper (Fig. 8. 4) were
made on massive blades.

There are 11 fine retouched blades (Fig. 8. 26, 29, 31-35), 10 notched bladelets
(Fig. 8. 27-28, 30, 37, 39-40, 43). One of the notched blades is a denticulated piece
(Fig. 8. 28).

There are 2 bladelets and 1 microblade with abrupt retouch (Fig. 8. 38, 41, 46).
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Flint and obsidian complexes of Layer 4 were studied on a
very small square near a stone wall (Fig. 9). The thickness of the layer is not more than
5 cm. In this respect, we are not sure that the small number of artefacts is unrelated to
layer 3. The artefacts could simply have been trampled into the underlying lithological
layer. In any case, the character of the finds fully corresponds to layer 3.

There are 10 flint and 10 obsidian blades, bladelets and their segments, 6 flint
and 4 obsidian modified pieces. Obsidian burinated piece (Fig. 10. 1) and 3 medial seg-
ments of abruptly retouched bladelets (Fig. 10. 2-4) were found. One of these micro-
liths has bipolar retouch (Fig. 10. 4). There is a flint oval scraper on a massive primary
flake (Fig. 10. 5), 1 notched blade (Fig. 10. 6), 2 burinated pieces (Fig. 10. 7-8), pro-
ximal segments of abrupt retouched microblade (Fig. 10. 9) and bladelet (Fig. 10. 10).
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Fig. 10.

Some Remarks about Kobuletian Stone Industry

It should be noted that our observations on the peculiarities of flint and obsidian use
have shown that there are no such peculiarities. Both the knapping technique and
the typology of the tools are practically identical. One gets the impression that the
Kobuletian stone industry was traditionally more associated with obsidian raw materi-
al. The number of unused flint blades far exceeds the number of unused obsidian bla-
des. It is likely that many flint blades were considered defective, unsuitable for further
use. Overall, the percentage of each type of flint and obsidian tool is about the same.
This applies to both the microlith complex and the associated complex of burinated
pieces.

Regarding the use of pressing flaking, we observe the use of modes 2 and 3
according to the classification of P. J. Wilke.! Not excluded is the use of a wooden
grooved fixator for the treatment of conical and bullet-like cores using the methods
described by J. Pelegrin.?

" Wilke, Bullet-Shaped Microblade Cores, pp. 289-310.
2 Pelegrin, New Experimental Observations.
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Discussion

As we have seen, the stone industry of layer 3 and the hypothesized layer 4 is cha-
racterized by pressure-flaked blades, the use of conical and bullet-like cores, and the
production of microliths that were inserted into grooved bone points.

If we analyze the economic characteristics of layer 3, it is a very pronounced
so-called kill site. In layer 3 we see a large number of microliths (36 items) and buri-
nated pieces (48 items). Thus, 84 out of 173 modified pieces are directly related to the
hunting process. The analysis of other tools in the complex confirms this hypothesis.
Burins, whose role was related to the production of grooved bone points, predominate.
The very small number of scrapers indicates that the site was not used for the proces-
sing of skins.

An important place in the conclusions regarding the interpretation of the site as
a kill site is the statement that the burinated pieces are associated with the hunting we-
apon equipment complex. This statement is based on impression rather than analysis.
It cannot be said that such an approach is not scientific. One way or another, objective
factors such as the thickness of the product considered. Nevertheless, we are obliged
to find objective criteria for such a classification. To this end, a graph has been drawn
of the relationship between the width and thickness of the items classified as “real bu-
rins” and “burinated pieces”.

As can be seen, out of 125 artefacts with negatives of burin spalls, 98 have a
thickness up to 3 mm. All microliths with negatives of burin spalls are included in this
number. Thus, we can assume that backed bladelets and burinated pieces can be asso-
ciated with the fulfilment of the same function. The presence of burinated pieces with
bending fracture (Fig. 1. 12; 3. 4, 10; 5. 6; 6. 10, 16, 20, 25) further convinces us of
the fairness of the stated hypothesis. Thus, the assumption arises that the negatives of
burin spalls could abruptly destroy retouched edges of microliths. Finds of microliths
with partially destroyed, abruptly retouched edges once again confirm the hypothesis.
Finally, there is a find of burin spalls with abruptly retouched edges (Fig. 8. 38).

It is not excluded that some of the burinated pieces could fulfil some other fun-
ctions. This is a question of further study of the described phenomenon. In any case, it
will not cancel the observed tendency.

Thus, the number of microliths in the complex may not be less than 125, i.e.
more than half of all modified pieces. At least two-thirds of microlites have macrofruc-
ture traces, which appear on microlites as a result of their use. It is quite obvious that
we can observe such a picture only on kill-sites. It should be noted that the interpre-
tation of the site as a kill site does not imply that it represents a single hunting event.
The finds are scattered throughout the area, and some of them are associated with de-
epened objects. Rather, we are talking about the repeated use of the site for hunting.
Unfortunately, we cannot state the exact number of visits, but it cannot be excluded
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that it was the constant visit to this site that led to the appearance of the stationary
structures of layer 2.

The connection of the complex of layer 3 and hypothetical layer 4 with
Kobuletian culture, which has been repeatedly described recently,' is undoubted. The
presence of pressing flaking, bullet-like cores, tablets of conic cores, and segments of
abruptly retouched bladelets convinces us of this.

At the same time, for the first time we find evidence of the connection between
the early Kobuletian culture and the local Epigravettian. This connection is illustrated
by the presence of a series of segments of bipolar retouched bladelets in the complex
(Fig. 5. 4, 8; 3. 41-42, 51, 61; 5. 38). Such microliths appear in the South Caucasus
in the Late Palaeolithic. One of the earliest sites with such artefacts is Satsurblia.?
Microliths with bipolar retouched edges were found in all layers of site. The first ap-
pearance of microliths with bipolar retouch was fixed in Layers B/III and B/II. These
layers have dates in frames of 25-24 mill. BP cal. (Table 3. 3-5). The production of
such microliths had a long tradition. Large series of such wares are present in layer B/I,
which is dated in Allered frames (Table 3. 6). The layer B of the Dzudzuana site,* who-
se complex microliths with bipolar retouching were also found, has similar dates (Tab-
le 3. 7-9). It is noteworthy that the date of the upper layers of Satsurblia, Dzudzuana
and date of Pit 9 of Kobuleti (Table 3. 1) practically coincide.

Unfortunately, we cannot date Kobuleti stratum 3 in frames of the Allerad
period. The date of pit 9 cannot be reliably linked to the complex of layer 3. This da-
te can be linked to layer 4 with traces of stone constructions. The date of pit 9 rather
gives us a lower limit for the dating of possible contacts between the bearers of the
Epigravettian and Kobuletian cultures. The data of the relative chronology do not al-
low us to accept this date as the only possible one. The Epigravett traditions in the
South Caucasus survived until the beginning of the Holocene. This is confirmed by the
materials of the lithic complex of layer B of the Kotias Klde. This complex is dated to
the very end of Dryas III and the Preboreal (Table 3. 10-13). This complex is synchro-
nous with Kobuleti layer 2 (Table 3. 2). The materials of layer B of the Kotias Klde*
are also associated with serial finds of microliths with bipolar retouching.

Thus, the absolute and relative chronology data suggest that the Kobuleti layer
3 dates to between the Late Allered and the Middle Preboreal. As for the date of layer
4, there is every reason to believe that the date of pit 9 may be related to this layer.

Is there any possibility that such an early date could be related to the Kobuleti
culture? As already mentioned, the dates of the upper layers of Satsurblia, Dzudzuana
and the lower layers of Kobuleti are very close. At the same time, in the complex of

! Manko, Chkhatarashvili, The Stone Industry of Kobuleti, pp. 94-106; Manko, Chkhatarashvili,
Transcaucasia and Neolithic, pp. 19-52.

2 Pinhasi (et al.), New Insights of Human Response, Jones (et al.), Upper Palaeolithic genomes.
3 Bar-Yosef (et al.), Dzudzuana: An Upper Palaeolithic cave, pp. 331-349.

* Meshveliani (et al.), Mesolithic Hunters at Kotias Klde, pp. 47-58.
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Dzudzuana layer B we have finds of microliths on thin obsidian abruptly retouched
microblades. This circumstance allows us to assume that contacts between the bearers
of the Epigravettian and Kobuletian cultures were bilateral.

Does the fact of the coexistence of the Epigravettian and Kobuletian traditions
in the South Caucasus imply the possibility of their genetic connection? We categori-
cally reject this possibility. A comparison of the synchronous complexes from Kotias
Klde and Kobuleti reveals contrasting traditions. In Kotias Klde the pressure flakes are
absent, as are conical and bullet-like cores. On the other hand, asymmetrical triangles,
which are found in the Kotias Klde complex, are absent from the Kobuleti complex.
Thus, we can only speak of the possibility of cultural contacts between the bearers of
two completely different industries. Such contacts led to the appearance of bipolar re-
touching on microliths from Kobuleti and to the appearance of microliths on microp-
lates in the late Epigravettian complexes.

The fact of interaction and coexistence of the traditions of two cultures oc-
cupying practically the same territory has been noted not only in Kobuleti. Finds that
can be associated with two cultures at the same time were made during the excavation
of layer 5 of the Darkveti site.! The finds of conical cores for pressing bladelets, pres-
sed blades and bladelets, abruptly retouched bladelets, burinated pieces are associated
with Kobuletian industry. The finds of asymmetrical triangles relate to the traditions
of the B layer of the Kotias Klde. Thus, intercultural interaction was not unusual at the
end of the Pleistocene and the beginning of the Holocene in the Southern Caucasus.

The idea of the origin of Kobuletian culture on the basis of M’lefaatian has
already been proposed.? The conclusion about the migration of the M’lefaatian popu-
lation was based on the similarity of the Kobuletian and M’lefaatian stone complexes.
The question arises about the possibility of the existence of M’lefaatian in the Allered
period. The question is controversial, but the data of absolute chronology allow us to
admit such a possibility. The most indicative is the series of radiocarbon dates obta-
ined for the M’lefaat site (Table 3. 14-20). As we can see, the range of dates extends
from Dryas I to the Preboreal. It is noteworthy that the M’lefaat complex is not mixed
and contains artefacts associated with a single industry. Therefore, the possibility of
migration of M’lefaatian carriers to the South Caucasus at the end of the Pleistocene
cannot be excluded.

The question of the origin of the microburin technique in the Kobuletian cultu-
ral complexes, including Kobuleti layer 3, is important. The use of the microburin tech-
nique was not necessary to produce abruptly retouched bladelets. In most M’lefaatian
complexes such a technique is absent. Accordingly, there is a possibility of contact
with bearers of another culture. The appearance of the microburin technique was pro-
bably caused by contacts between the bearers of the Kobuleti and Kotias Klde indust-

! Nebieridze, Multilayer Rock Shelter Darkveti; Korobkova, The Neolithic Chipped Stone, pp.
57-90.
2 Manko, Chkhatarashvili, Transcaucasia and Neolithic, pp. 19-52.
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ries. Three microburins were found in the complex of layer B of the Kotias Klde. This
assumption is highly likely, since layer B is synchronous with layer 2 of Kobuleti. If
we assume an earlier age of layer 3, we cannot exclude the Zarzian origin of the mic-
roburin technique.

The likelihood of the latter scenario is very high. The fact is that the early
M’lefaatians were in contact with the late Zarzians. Traces of interaction between the
two cultures are most clearly represented in the Karim Shahir complex.! Conical and
bullet-like cores, abruptly retouched bladelets, lunates and microburins were found to-
gether in this complex. This is undoubtedly evidence of contacts between the carriers
of M’lefaatian and Zarzian industry.

Contacts between the M’lefaatian and Zarzian industries are further supported
by analyses of Late Zarzian complexes. There are known parallels between M’lefaatian
complexes and complexes from the Zarzian sites of Zavi Chemi Shanidar? and Warva-
si* (1996). The authors of these publications do not even exclude the possibility of a
M’lefaatian origin based on Zarzian industry. Such an idea could only have arisen at a
time when the database on M’lefaatian chronology was still very poor. The appearance
of a series of dates from the eponymous site of M’lefaat rules out such a possibility. We
can only say that the M’lefaatian and Zarzian industries coexisted at the very end of the
Pleistocene. As a result, we can only speak of the mutual influence of the two cultures,
but not of a genetic link between them. Thus, the migration of M’lefaatian carriers to
the South Caucasus at the end of the Pleistocene may explain the appearance of mic-
roburin techniques in the Kobuletian complexes.

Conclusion

1. The complexes of layer 3 and layer 4 are associated with the Kobuletian culture of
South Caucasus. These complexes share common features with all other Kobuletian
culture complexes (Khutsubani, Bavra Ablari, Bavra, Anaseuli I, etc.), including:
the use of hand pressure technique for obtaining blades, bladelets, and microblades;
the use of conic and bullet-like cores; the presence of abrupt retouched bladelets and
truncated facetted blades and bladelets; the use of burins of various types and the
presence of so named “burinated pieces”; the use of end-, round and oval scrapers;
the presence of notched and denticulated blades, blades with fine retouch, perfora-
tors, chisels.

2. The complex of layer 3 was formed as a result of repeated visits to the terri-
tory of the site. Analyses of the flint and obsidian complex suggest that the site can be
interpreted as a kill-site.

" Howe, Karim Shahir, pp. 23-154.
2 Kozlowski, From Zavi Chemi to M lefaat, pp. 175-182.
3 Olszewski, The Lithic Transition to the Early Neolithic, pp. 183-192.
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3. The estimated age of layer 3 may range from Late Allered to Middle
Preboreal.

4. The complexes of the Kobuleti layers 3 and 4 are synchronous with the late
Epigravett complexes of the South Caucasus (Satsurblia, layer B/I; Dzudzuana, layer
B). The appearance of bipolar retouched bladelets in the Kobuleti complex was caused
by contacts with the Epigravettian population.

5. The appearance of microburin techniques in Kobuletian complexes could
be related to contacts of the carriers of M’lefaatian and Kobuletian cultures with the
Zarzian population.

6. The formation of Kobuletian culture began in the final Pleistocene as a result
of the migration of M’lefaatian populations to the South Caucasus. The early stages
of cultural development are related to contacts with the carriers of other cultural tra-
ditions.

7. The beginning of the development of the Kobuletian culture led to the for-
mation of a large network connecting the territories of the South Caucasus and the
Middle East. The emergence of such a network could have become a prerequisite for
the further spread of Middle Eastern innovations, including the Neolithic way of life.
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Valery Manko

Kobuleti: Flint and Obsidian
Complexes of Layers 3 and 4

Summary

Excavations carried out in 2023 made it possible to locate and study the earliest layers
of the Kobuleti site. These layers date back to the Late Pleistocene or the Pleistocene-
Holocene boundary. The complex of layer 3 is represented by materials from the an-
cient Holocene soil, located in the eastern part of the site, and materials from pit 53.
The materials from the soil are exclusively related to the hunting activities of the site’s
inhabitants. The materials from Pit 53 are more diverse. Layer 4 was located only in
the north-eastern part of the site and is associated with the remains of a stone wall and
some demolished stone structures. The stratigraphic position of layer 4 is associated
with a black colored soil, probably associated with the Allered Interstadial.

Obsidian and flint were raw materials for the manufacture of stone tools. The
Chikiani Mountain location was a major source of obsidian. It should be noted that the
percentage of obsidian artefacts in layers 3 and 4 is much lower than in the later layers.
This is probably due to the difficulty of obtaining obsidian in conditions of poor know-
ledge of the area. This may suggest that layers 3 and 4 represent the initial phase of the
Kobuleti industry in the South Caucasus.

It is very interesting that all the archaeological layers of the site show cultural
similarities. All the complexes, including the earliest, are associated with the use of
pressing flaking, conic and bullet-like cores, with finds of backed blades and burinated
pieces. The materials of the site are related to the so-called Kobuletian culture, which
developed in the South Caucasus in the XI-VII millennia BC. The origin of this culture
is related to the migration of bearers of M’lefaatian culture of the Middle East.

The materials of layers 3 and 4 show that the Kobuletian population was in
contact with the Late Epigravettian population of Imeretia. The presence of blade-
lets with abrupt bipolar retouching in the complex shows that there was an exchange
of technologies between the bearers of two synchronous cultures. The emergence of
the Kobuletian culture led to the formation of an extensive network linking the South
Caucasus and the Middle East. The emergence of such a network could have beco-
me a prerequisite for the further spread of Middle Eastern innovations, including the
Neolithic way of life.
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Figures

Fig. 1. Kobuleti site, view from the left bank of Kintrishi.
Fig. 2. Kobuleti, Layer 3.

Fig. 3. Kobuleti, Pit 53.

Fig. 4. Kobuleti, layer 3. Flint complex.

Fig. 5. Kobuleti, layer 3. Flint microliths.

Fig. 6. Kobuleti, layer 3. Obsidian complex.

Fig. 7. Kobuleti, pit 53. Flint complex.

Fig. 8. Kobuleti, layer 3. Obsidian complex.

Fig. 9. Kobuleti, layer 4. Stone wall.

Fig. 10. Kobuleti, layer 4. Flint (1-4) and obsidian (5-10) complexes.
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0360l bgmdsedn, goxgmob VI-VII Lb-ob Lodommzabbg.”? amdsdemmb dgdqon
y39madg 39@om 93baszbgds Gnbomsgol VI-VIII bb-ob bLodsmmgbgddyg d033emg-
e 040@0bo o LaMombol dgdwgdL." bogstonome, dgdwal momama VI-VII
LL-0o MBS gobabodmzMML.

oo gbobya, seMggme dgo bogypbygdob Jam@yeam Bgbo-
do go3mgmagboemn dsbaems dofomswsm V-VIII bb-000 cofommgds. IX b-gb go-
b93m3b9ds dgws | mbowsb dmdwmnbamg dmdandnmo 396ed030b 60dxdgda.
30006 550bsl 56 godmgmaboms X s d93aman Loy 3mbgqgdals doboms, oy
335dma3b bogndzgmb 3938 3omm, Gm3 bobobmamoa IX b-0b d93am3d smam
BbJ(30mbomgdws.

a0bsmbamn dobams 360d369mmzgseba Bysmms s gmmo d9s boy 3mbag-
30b g399m Jommolb 83 3mmbob LadgnEmbgm Lobal Bamdmbowggbsw. 06 33930,
3 dmbobmgmdols badgy@mbgm Loddnsbmdal gMm-gMmo dofMomso ©smgo
0ym 3oM (330 gm0 3mE@negdol dmyzebs, Modgsy dommamgdl boggdm-
396d0 godsmorgmo mM3mgda. dom 3@ gbmdal oM (33emgmmoal dgboboba
0496900696. doG(33mgmmo 3nmEmgdal Bomdmgds-8mbdamgdal bocmsboom

"oggbadage, smgmero dmo bow3mbggdob, &sd. XV, .

2 oggbobage, J39dm semgzo, &od. XXXIL, .

% Pamumuin, Mccreoosanue, ba@. 6, .

“ MBamenxko, Pycmasckuil mo2unvhuk, 33. 71-86, &od. XXVIII .

® Bogmeondgomo, g0dmoxzofmob bodstmmgsbo, §sd. XV|33751.

¢ @od0dg0emo, bobobymo 399930, ag. 41, &0d. Xl 00, XV,

T ogododg (s Lbgs), omds dobbggob s@ggmmmgongmo dygengdo, &od. XV ..
8 oggbobags, Jgdm semgzo, a3- 29, 110, @od. XVIIL,, XXXV,

9 II3artuarel, Pannecpeonesekosuiii mo2uibhuk, bob. 210.

"9 6580dg00m0, bobobamo g9d980, a3. 41.

" @®s80dg0mm0, bobobaymo 3989980, ag. 100, 126-127; sggbabogs, s@mgmern dms box-
37699300, 5. XXXV, XXXVIII,,, XLIII,.

12 em@3965dg, 96m-m0569000, 3. 77, §od. XVIII, 332.

B3sg039dg30mm0, d3gemo Habosogo, ag. 90, 97-98.
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mbgdg dogmnmgdl Jz0b bgmbogdzeggdn, bodgaszgmgdo oy LabEgb-bobayg-
b0, m0bab 39(3900.

300bgd0bsb s gdymo Zomgmgmbmodm G obonfn s dsmabmmmaony-
0 60393d9d0L 33mg393 3603369mm3z560 @oL33690L ao39mgdal dgbadmad-
mmds Ima 330 (6. Hbndgomo, 3. gndnbady). boswsgol bndndgddo mm@x&e-
mo 339606 990005b g5dmgmagbomos bon@dmol mMo Lobgmds, jomnsbdam(sz-
0560 JgM0, B9&30, 300, bgmo, badws, mb3dn, Mamgbgmo, (396330 S 5&sd0.

00096&0x80(306093m0s bmMdmol mMo babgmds: dndggmdsm(33emnabo
bodomao (Triticum aestivum-durum) s 3@ aegmo mmdstmsgoms (Triticum
dicoccum Schrank ex. Schubl). @doemo bm@odsmo (Triticum aestivum L.) 30g3900-
36900 3g4Lodmmon@ dndggmdam(33em0sb (2n=42) Labgmdab. 3mmEEnmo
M3 (330ms dbmemE gMo 60dMddn godmgzmnbrs. dobamoal bodgomal go-
dm, dbgemos dbggemmds Mdoemn bm@modmol s MmMIsm(335molb @sdmy)30gdg-
mo baomgbgdol dgbobgd. dgbodmms Badmbaobmsemal gz nm@nemsdo sMbg-
dmds Mmam@z Mdomo bmMdmol sbgzg MmMIoM335msol sdmy)30gdgmo
boomngbgda. Mo bm@mdomb m domsmao (3bmdomo moMmgdymgds 543b, bm-

e m@3M(339mS 139mgL0s LagME MG gE. 3omobmmmanyMds 33mg39063s

bos@agnlb Lobggddo bmEmdmol Gmam(3 (39 39mmo, 0by abogdew dg3604)-
mo 3&3Mob oM (33emgd0 3odmagmabe.

3000b3oM(33m0sba gt (Hordeum vulgare L.) 653mgbos bod badmdda.
N8 mM3dmdn dgcol 3836l o (33mgda(z 90dmhbrs. J9fMob gdzomb o6 gosh-
bos doomo (3bmdomo mafMgdnmagds. dobasb godmadgbgeta 3uMo 3@30Mg3s-
05 5 56 3L AL FMMNsbMs. 3Nl godmbazbmdom vsdnsbo ym
Jgob o bem@dmal batgzb 0ygbgdws. 3omnsbdamzgmoasbn JoMmo gofMmomme
353m0ygbgds, Hmamt(z memal Bo63dmgdsadn, sbgzg 3bm3z9mgdab godmbe3syg-
d50. Jgeb gobbo 3nmmgdnmo sanmo 930300 (3696930L @ baMgdalb Lozzgd
fo(30mbdo.

03aDemb 6a3mbobmamdy 3nmEnGOnmo gg@go (Panicum miliace-
um L.) 3900695000 3980 bobdoGom ©s sbggg dgmemgdom 3g&o Mommgbmdom
33630905, 356 3mbobn 3(39656Mgd0056 0ybEGng(30Mgdnmoas dotws (Pisum
sativum L.), mb3o (Lens culinaris Medik), 396330 (Vicia faba L.) s a@gbgmo
(Vicia erilia Willd). 3500 oo s@aoemo §303500 dggemo badys®mb dmbsbemgm-
30b L3390 Mo30mbd0. 33g035@ 0b0bo hobo(33mmgdmmos mmdomb 3960 mmo
gmMdgdom. 350 3mbabo 3(39b56M99dal bofggo 6a3mgbns 3mmE Mmoo ggbols
Il ©mbgDdg 3o3mgmgbam Jmmsbdn. 366 3mbbgda BoMdmoaqbgb 339650 gmmo
300l 3603369mmze6 Bysmmb. smdmhAgboem 356 3mbbgdol bamggdn mdnbo-
98b donlb ;mgbma, b (396330, ML3o ©s Yacgbgemo dgbsmgzal Loboom
336390

LoobGgMgbms 50badbym bomgzda Lgmal ogbeol 360d36gmmmge-
bo Momgbmdoom oxojbomgds. 3nmEGnmo bgmo (Linum usitatissimum L.)
abggg bodmgzbos N7 m@3mb gL 39M0wseb smgdnem 60d9dda. Lymab, Gmame(s
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Lodgomg, obg Ladmgzmgg BMMIgdL LsosBmnggmmmlb safagnmEnmada 36nd3-
bgmmgabo saomo g3o3s. ba3mbaobmomdg smdmbgbomo Lgmo FmmEEnm
Lobgmdab 3093990136900 s dgbodmms 83 3G Mol bamgbgdo badmbobmes-
0l 0860 39m@NModn sMbadmds. oM 3mbob 3(39656Mgdmab gMmow Lymal
0gbemolb 360d3bgmmzabo Mammabmdom ognjbofgds sbggg dgbodmgdgmaos
1393006009dmEglb 396Mdolb 3mdDogdol gomzzgnm Bgbl, bLowss godmygbyg-
o ngm bgmab babgmg gmEde.

3omobmmmagom@o 33mag39d0m boswsogal Lobggddn Jumgamals dmg-
3™Mg00056 Lgemo s 353055 oGajbomMgdmma. Lgmolb 3@ 3M0lb dom(33mgdas
3033mgmmo J39360docs. bygmal dmgizmagdobs s ghmgmmo 3obaggal dmdzmb
bodmygdo s@3mAbrs smabals sgm@mgdda. bs3zmag bodndgdda Lgmol, ds3d0bs
5 3960l dmgzmgdal s8mhgboo 0633939, MM 0emdsbrmb Fmbabmagmds
Lgmobs s 39bognlb Jumgaml GFosMomme dmabdsmws.

2360350, 5MJgmdmEobo g dobamab dobgogom, sMgnmo s ba-
139069960L g399m JoBonmalb dmbobmgmdal bs33gd Mo30mbdn sMLbgdmMdws
oM (33tmm36900L Mo80gb0dg Lobgmds — bm@mdamo, Jgfn, 198 30. saMgmag
3o 3mbobn 3396569980 — doMs, (396330, Mb3n, aMgbgmo. dgbsedsdobsw,
160s 3089mobbIma domn sEanmmdMngn BaM3dmgds(s. aoMEs 306 3mbbgdaby,
dmbobmgmdal Im3ysgms d53ds.

dmbobmgmdal  badgn@bgm  bogdnsbmdol 860d369mmgsebn  omgns
393969b9mMds-3gm30b9mds. gombmgdabab 8033mgmmo J39360900 085y 398y-
39m9dL, ®m3 439dm Jofmmol 53 6sBoemdn, bows(s 393965bgmde-3gmaznbgm-
3oL 3G bLapmgobme ©o30bygdmmos, sMgnma dns Loy 3nbggdobo-
300 bEYmosE 3sbLbgoggdnmoa gomamgds oym.

J399m Jotonmob 3 Mgaombol 3g3960b9mds-3gmgabgmdals abGmEanl
dgbbBogmobomgal 360336g9mm3gabns domgmdm@obngnMo 33mag39d0(3. 3m-
&Omo 3960bL IV ombals boggdmdob 05803bg 30bob dgnwn bndbs godmgmab-
5. doboams of admggs Lodmomgdolb Mgmm Lom®mdnbgymo 33mgzobsmgab.
dbmeme ol dgadmygds 50060dbmb, MmI dmEgmemmanymo 60dbgdol dnbgo-
300, 603bgb0 30931036905 39Bab 3B @ Lobgmdob — Vitis vinifera L.

3omgmdm@obo 3@ 33mg390meb ghmae 93 Mganmbdo 3obob JMm@ -
00 Jomam mbgdg 39& Y39 gdlL 3omabmmmaoy®n dogdsbn, Gm3emal dgwg-
350 mMIM9d0sb 5 J39360M0056 smgdym Lobxgddo 30bab 3@396M0 godmg-
mobeo.

5&30b (Prunus persica L.) 3996 30b 503mBqbs N14 m@3dmdn 0doby 898y-
39magol, Hm3 dmbobmgmds dgdomgmdoms(y nym ©o35390mma. 5&dab 39M 3o
353m3mgbomos domabalb 300656803060 babob dgamdg. XI-XIII bb-0o me-
0000 xMbmabobbggzal (gmmsebal) bobmgmamoa, bowsy sbgzg o@&dab 3ym-
390 08mhAgbomo.' a3043L Logyydggmo 3od@ 303, Gm3 hz963d0 5@l 3me-
&ML oo bbal abGmEas 5gd3b. bemmm V-VI bb-0b §393m dotormdn, 3gdsmg-

' 8mmgobadyg, d0bmmedgamo, xmbomobobbgzolb bsbmaemsmo, a3. 39-61.
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M0l 93 oMzl sMbgdmds 339 Bog@mMdMogn dmba(3939600 @OLENM©gdS.
LonbBgMgbms, GM3 Boosanlb gMom-gfom Lobxdo 3o3mob 3@39M0(3 o©LL-
OO

e Jgg9dm Jofomob 93 ggobols dmbsobemgmdal bedgn@Mbgm Lad-
3056mdal dgbobgd 3boydmmdm, Mbos go30bLgbmo gobmd@n dogMa@nmbals
(36mda(3, Gm3gemaz aoM33gmbomo o3bgdL s Jgmemmanm®on, domgmdm-
96039600 s 3omabmemagoy®o 33mag30L dggaqdl. 3obmdGo dogMms@nmbol
dobgogom — 4399m Joormdn boammodws: 3gbsboa, mgmao, dMmbgemo, boemo,
30060, 353ds. 3obogn 3o ,13nds3me” dmeomws.’

350b6930bsl smdmhgboemn BgGomagbs o dbbgameggbs Lagmbemal
dMsg0mM03bm3z5b0 dgmgdn, mobob bomaqgdmgdo, downgda (bofmdgzg dnedg-
m0), 035%g 39@&Y39mgdl, GmI Imbobmagmdslb Logmbmal bszdom Mommgbmds
34mos s dsma badgnmbgm Logdnsbmdal ghom-gMhomo amgo dgbogmbmgmds
aym. bagombdo gacm dg@n boibowg dg0@obs dmmamgmmmaon®ds 33emg33
(6. 3960dg0m0). mbEBgMEmao® 3mmadnsdo gobobabemams 307 dgsmoa. dgmm-
3960 dobomes bgmbgdmosb (sbmggmms sbMs Godbmbl g3m3bab: (363560 o6
obs (Ovis/Capra); dembos (Bos taurus); comto (Sus scrofa); (36960 (Equus caballus);
3gomoemdmdao ocgda (Cervus elaphus); 3uGomgmo (Lepus europaeus); osbgo
(Castor fiber); aobgms (Gazella subgutturosa) s 3836560 bymab 399 (Emys orbi-
cularis). 3sboemol dofMomawo baboma — 95,44% dobon@ (3bmzgmagdl g3mogbals,
3500 (36mgg9magdo dgmmzsbo bodmgdol 4,56%-000 560l Badmmaqbomo.

0b03000980Lb  dobndsmyMo Gomgbomdol mgambasbaboo ©mdo-
bofgolb bMomegbs Mmbobo d0My@yso. dgmmasba dobomal Momogbmdom
3b3960/mbals xapo 1360d369mme 5gds@gds dMmbal 65dmgdol Momwg-
bmdob (Ovis/Capra — 38,76%, Bos taurus 37,79%), 353653 abogowmgdols dobads-
&0 HomEgbmdom (3b3560/mbob gamgo (41,18%) momddob mEx g smg-
do@gds dmbal (23,53%) 0bwogowgdol 306ndomy® Momegbmdsl. mmmal
0096805030690 dgmmgseba badmgdo Mg gm 6s3magdos (17,92%) Ggm-
Lobo oM@ y3z0l Bobamobmab dgesmgdom, mmd(3s 0bwngnEgdal dobndsm-
0 GomEgbmdoo (21,57%) mmo 13603369mme 6s3emgdos dEmbal dabads-
&0 0b6030009d0b Mommgbmdady.

35691 §o4bmbgdl dm@al dobamoal MomEgbmdoo domdmdl 3gmoaem-
dmdamo 06gdo, Gm3gemoaz Ibmeme M 0boogorb §390360L. Ggonbal Lbgs
Bom3mdaanbmagdo d306g MomEgbmdol dobomoo (NISP) wo abrogzowg-
d0b 30bndsenMa Gomegbmdoo (MNI) 56006 boMdmeagboma: (36960 NISP
- 0,98%, MNI - 1,96%; a5bgms, 3096Mmgmo, msbgo s 38 3bsto bymoab 34
NISP - 0,33%, MNI - 1,96%.

Ro@omgdmmon bmmadgmemmaom@n 33mag30lb dgmgagdo 396 0dbgds

boggbomyMo J3gdm JoMomalb 3G 3gmo Mgagombabogol, oydze boggmag
&9gF0@M0odg sMgmm dns bavy3m6ggdda I3bmacgdo dmbabrmgmdal obgmo

"L doBomab (3bmgmgds®, ag3. 328, ,,; 8gfdgbadgzomo, bom 35393950, a3. 9-10.
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Lodgm@bgm bLogdnsbmdal dgbbagmobamagal, Mmammagss dgbagdmbmmagmds,
dombg boymMomgdms. 0633935, MM 30bndbymo 3gGommabmgal MHgaom-
bal 3 dbatol Fmbabemgmds Bgdmo 339 Bomocmgdem bbgosabbgs badgym-
bgm ©oMy90m56 (d93nbpgmgmds, d9dmbEbgmds, dgdomgmds, 3g39bsbgmds-
d9mg0bgmds s Lbg.) gMomsw dgbogmbmgmdal ¢3nmsdgbo 30 ByGamaegbs
dmbabo Logmbemal ((3bgoM0-mbs) 3mdgbgdslb dabrogsms. 3gLogmbmgmdada,
dgamgdom, bs3mgdo bygoMomo Bmbs 3dmbos dbbgomagbs 3omnEysl, go-

93 NBO™M bo 3mgdo — mmAb.

33Mgmmo (3bmggmgdal dgmagdol 3Mm(396@mmo dohggbgdgma 3(30-
699, M3 035dg dg@&Y39mgdl, MM Fmbabemgmdals Immbmgbamgds bm(3bg

M30M5@ Lo daboy@n bogmbmoo 33symynmegdmms.

bgmmbbmdabs ©s d0bsdMgbggmmdnl Lbgoabbgs omgals dgbobgd
bogmgdo dsboms dmaggdmagds. mabol 33060 og9d0 Loggod@m Lsogdgl
1393906M©gds, GJob LobgMg@gdo — @ysgol sdydoggdol (God. Xl ,,). 9 Lod-
d05bmdabmgal bogoMm bgomgnmon, GBmames st dgmemmanymo dmbas39dgdn-
Lo s BgMommmdama Byatmgdal dabgogoom Robl, ds@ymab, 65380b, bgmabe
o) §yo30b bobom, sanmbdg s@bgdyme. bogodmgdgmos, Gm3d d0bsdMgb3g-
mmdob gb mMogg oMgo doMomsae bamgsbm dmmbmgbomgdgdol s 3dsym-
Bomgdsb gdbabymgdmms.

Aol ob 30b dogM goboan®ms 0mdsbmmmb bodmbabmoma? o3
36390 Eabobmgdal smbMmgds LogoMayome sGedms dgdmbgz9dL dgadmagds
39 393300m0. Hmam& (3 bgdmom sGegmmbgm 500badbs, nmdsdmmb bsdm-
Lobeombg o6 Rabl XI b-0b s NFBH™ dmaz056m babols s6Jgmmmaom@n dobos-
ma, (53 035bg g&Y39mgdl, Hm3 Xl b-3o bodmbobemama (ymggm dgdmbgzggado
dobo oo babamo) ¢339 gobsanmgdmmos. IX-X Lb-do sm8mbagmgo badsm-
»39mb &gM0@mEnsdg saomo 3Jmbos 5M3dms MM o maddmmdal, MHm-
dgmms omaMy@gdo LEmM g 38 33Mal domgzgbs badamal hggbmgals Lonb-
&9Mgbm 3mbs 339Dy goomes. 83mgbsom, obobmgdalb gobsam@gds oo
SmdommMd0o sM3dms dg3mbg390mab Mbos nymb s 3ogdntgdmmo.

852-854 bmgdda bomogs dgmogsgomal basamo dyms ogfdo bobo-
mogmbasb gobamdomo mdomoabol s30Ms 0b3s 3 086-0bdsomol sbsbrgma®
LodbMgo 39335b0sdn dgdmagds. oy dyms oMol mModdmmdol JocdMHmEL
303009369600 m35mb, gbobogm, MHmI Mmam@ (3 J39yob6sdo dg3mbgmabal, aby
939946000 aobgmoabsl, 5Ms693L bybsbowsb 30Mg Gxomabsedog 3@ 336Mab
doM%,3965 633060l gobbgcng sMbgdmmon ol abs godmmygbgdosm, bowas(z nemos-
3odmmb Bodmbabmamns gobmag gdgmo.’

(3 dggbgds sbgMdong 60l 3806 3d4m-35L030b Jotomdn 914 Brals
madgdMmdsl, 3 dgdmbgzalb domdmnE o @Bomabsodeg 3. 38 3300l dotgsg-
bs 630Mb doyyyzgomes.?

" bogomaggenmb ob§mmoob, a3.11.
2 bogomoggermb obgmmoob, a3.12.
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03@9bow, IX-X LL-3o Bmame(s dnms ogfdal, 0bg 9849em-356030b ad-
JOmdg60 sMbgdoms gMma dndsMoyymgdom — 38 33600L dox3gbs badnmMab
35Lb3M03 3obbmM(30gmEs. 53 3 body 3Mbgdyma nm3sdrmmb oo obobmg-
30l goboanmgds 5mbndbyma mad]Mmdgdomsb gMmom-gmmb, LogsMmommme
MBEOM 3dm-356080L 914 Bemal J98mbggel gadmagds o3z 3o3d0mon.

©53mbB39gdymo Bysmmgdn s> moGgmsGums
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Giorgi Gogochuri, Davit Mindorashvili,
Bidzina Murvanidze

Archaeological Excavations
at the Ilmazlo Settlement

Summary

The settlement is located near the village of Ilmazlo in the Marneuli Municipality, on
the right bank of the Mtkvari River (Fig. I ). Excavations conducted at the site on
multiple occasions have revealed cultural layers from various periods, spanning from
the Early Bronze Age to the 9"-10™ centuries CE.

In 2024, different levels of the cultural layer dating to the Early Middle Ages
were revealed at the settlement, where remains of wooden and mudbrick structures,
hearths, and storage pits were uncovered (Fig. II-1X). The majority of artifacts were
ceramic vessels. Glassware and glass bracelets were also found. Among the stone ma-
terials, notable finds include millstones and stone lids, as well as a marble basin. From
the category of jewellery, a bronze pin and a carnelian ring were discovered (Tab.
X-XI).

The material dates from the 5" to 9" centuries CE. During excavation, samples
of ceramics from the Classical period were frequently encountered; however, no intact
cultural layers from this period were identified (Fig. X1, ,,,,). Nevertheless, it can be
assumed that there was a relatively intensive settlement here during the 4"-3" centuries
BCE.

The excavated material represents a significant source for reconstructing the
economic life of the population of Kvemo Kartli during the Early Middle Ages. Soil
samples revealed the presence of two species of wheat, barley, millet, grapevine, flax,
pea, lentil, ervil, broad bean, cotton, hemp, peach, and walnut. The analysis of osteo-
logical material indicates that, alongside other branches of agriculture, the population
primarily engaged in the husbandry of small ruminants (sheep and goats). Cattle were
kept to a lesser extent, while pigs were even less common. The proportion of wild ani-
mal remains is low, suggesting that the community’s demand for meat was met predo-
minantly through the exploitation of domestic livestock. The settlement was affected
by fire. Its destruction is presumably linked to the Arab commander Abul Qasim’s
invasion in the South Caucasus in 914 CE.
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Description of the Figures

L. 1. Ilmazlo Settlement, view from the south. 2. [lmazlo Settlement, topographic plan.
II. 1. Structure and pits of Level III of the cultural layer. 2. Postholes intended for a
wattle-and-daub wall, cut into a rammed earth floor.

III. 1-2. Structure with adobe walls from Level IV of the cultural layer.

IV. 1. Level II of the cultural layer. Plan. 2. Level III of the cultural layer. Plan. 3-4.
Stratigraphic sections of the cultural layer.

V. 1. Level III of the cultural layer. 2. Stratigraphic section of Level III.

VI. 1-2. Structure with adobe walls and pits from Level IV of the cultural layer. 2. Stra-
tigraphic section of a structure with adobe (mudbrick) walls.

VII-VIII. 1-2. Stratigraphic sections of the cultural layer.

IX. 1. Plan of a structure with adobe walls. 2-3. Stratigraphic sections of the adobe-
walled structure.

X-XI. Archaeological material identified at various levels of the cultural layer.
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5300 bymbsbndzama, bmemmdmb amM>353d30man
d50mbs 3d30mady, @30, amanady, gomMman dqMxsbsdy

ambbsmab 63. gnmegab 53magboab
&9M08mMnddg 36Lgdyma bsdsMmbgdab

3@ dgmmmaoyMo 33mgzob 3ggagdo

63. gomManlb omdasbdymo g3mabos s badsmmgsebo 3gdomgmdl J3gdm Jom-
omob ®gaombal, mgo@abysmmb dnbazndsmo@g@ob, bma. ambbsmda (ab-
Gmmommo babgmbmegds dnggn, sbambmgemal mgdals LszMgdymm. de.w.
1368 3.), 5mago0b 356153965 3965390000 8. 3DabEYmab bgmdadon,' s0dnbald)-
G300 (39680000 47 3ommBgEHab s(30mgdoom.? badg36ngmm b6ggddo,
50b0dbyymo dgamon sMogMombgm asdboams gobbomgal bogsba. 33magz0l 0b-
&9cgbL, doMomoa 63. gomManlb @smdsbymoa g3mgbool o6 Jodqd&nernm-
930aMoq03mn dgbbBagms, gdmdo asbggboem Lodsmbmes d393bg sMLgdm
3M33mboz00ms 33900b &gdbmemmans s domn dgdmEnsm@o 3Momgbomgdals
356badmgms BoM3mamaqgbws.

30bbBM0b sGJgmemaon®o 9gdudgogos

1b3. =120 ba.

012 4 6 8
060

3oGmdomo >060dg6gd0

[ usborafozo bsbegso

[] oxgodofigsnb dgbogodsemodode
La330g0 6333900

beyea. 1 (Fig. 1)

! 30bsmgh ,8%ab Byoemb® sanmmdmnggdo Mbmwgdab, baom g9@Mbosk Mm3zodg ob
»83300 Bymo® dmobbgbogds, bommm gfo 3gMbosb 30ty — ,Ba8mgbof jow®, ab.
osmeMmadgomn, Jomm-ggmermgomo odmboenzs, ag. 99.

2 (30(30930m0, gmbbsmon, a3. 240.
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939boob bs33gbgdmm J393dg o@Sbaem sbmdmegmmm Bambgmagdl,
09303003 9mo® ynMomgds 9. maeysndzomads' Bnsgzns. bombgmgda dmagns-
bgdom dgobbogmgl 6. dmdnsdgomds s 6. 39Mdgbadgnmds.? 360d36gmmgabos
5006036mb, HmM3 LEmFM g g3emgbool LadbMgmn 30653560 absgmgo 39w gem-
do gobmogbgdam sbmdmagMmm & 94L@3dn babbgbgda 3emogzeMab dggemmdgem-
0o bobgmgdol bogndzgmdg, o. dodMsedgd gsdmmdgs sdMo 3mmgzemal bag-
0bmogmb ambbamadoyg ao3M(39mgdady, 30bs0wsb ngn BaMdmawaqbl ¢ 30-

ML smBmbagmago 3968L, bowss g3ngGognzme 3obomsdn 3meyg3zo6Mab

Agmmdgmms Lobgmgdl gbgrgdoom. g3mgbos sMJodgd@&dmmo, gdnatogo-
30mo s obGm@ogmo dmbsa398980b gomzgamabbobgdoom XI-XII bb-gd000 ©s-

D3M00s,% a58momdze goMmegmn, MmI Ladommazabo(z dgbadmms 585349 3gMo-
mob, X-XI-XII bogy 3169900b 3gogbomo ymgomoym.

L. 2 (Fig. 2)

' Takaumsuny, IV. Tugnucckiii yre30v, g3. 174-175, by, 17, 19.
2396 dgbndgomo, odnj30b bombgmab godm, ag. 272-275.

¥ dodmodyg, omoommgoobs s 38960l 9308Mmog03mm0 dggemgdo, az. 58; 33030960,
odng30b (3mbbomnl) 6dobws gommgob gicmgbos, a3. 156-161.
“BonMady, bogomoggmmb 898mEmoscra@o 3@ mems, 3. 289.
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3 (Fig. 3)

by

4 (Fig. 4)

Ly@
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LodoMbgdmsb s 3o3d0Mgdoom, 2018 Brmady, (30m3g M dgmemmaona
33930 o6 Ry@oMgdmms, Go(3 308mmnddmem ImbobMmgdolb gosdysmgdos. Sm-
60dbymo dgamgdo 33mgz0mo mz5mbsdGabom godm@hgnmos 0d dbGogs(s,
M3 mM03g 3omgsbo godommmos dgasmomyy® bobamgzgddg, Mm3magdacs
sGdgmemmann@om sbgzg dgnbBagmamos s 93ygsds© domnsbaw bg-3(39bs-
19900m55 OGSO, !

N

by 5 (Fig. 5)

by 6 (Fig. 6)

" ambbomdn s@bgdmm 8ggomoma® bsggdmdgdmsb ©s393d06gdnc ab. mBmomady,
aMdgendzomo, mfnsengondn 1949 6. dogerobgdob obgomodo, a3. 330-334; msmsmadgama,
Somm-ggmemgonmo 8odmbocenzs, az. 100, 105-106; dqmxsbodg, bsommazbgm dsmomo.
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LodomM3zobdg ogodboMmgdmm FgdmMosa® Loyygg@gdl, XX bL-ob
60-0060 Bemgdol dmemb, bymmgbgdomd(3mmbgmagsb, Lonb@gmgbm LEs@ns
dondmgbs M. ddgMmnbads. 356, bmggmgdal dbabs (mg3sbogmo sbombmeyg-
m0) & 5doggob Ladsmb 390Dy oMbgdyma dbs@zMmn goxm®mdgdgda sbb-
bo goms(33momol 3Mmggbonl, bgmmdalb 3@ 30(300mmgdae, bmem babamao
o9 393306 sanmmdMogo dmbobmgmdol Mgmogon® bomdmoagbgdl, Hm-
dgmms a39Mmom bomdstmoymo Mb3gbolb s3babggm b60dbgdbas bgoozws.!
Lowgg®gdob sbbbabsol, ddgMmmnban nbostgdws JMnbGnsbyma Loddmemo ol
33393960l gMogn ©350mzgal dgbgnmgdsl, Gm3gmads(s M g0l nsby-
™o 936Mm3ymo dgamgdobs s JMob@nsbymo smdmbsagmagomnl dMsgsmaegMm-
3960 3gdmMosma@a 3mEBneol dogomomndy, asdmmggs dmbodMgds, MHmA:

,Logma3z0l 4390dg goMEa(33tamnl ymggmo bgmmds, 0s6s30gdmds ©s bg-
30bdogfo bogdnsbmds sabobgdmes 93 bgmmdobmgals 56 Mobsdgdmdabogal
5930900 dmsgzato bogmom®.2

ambbomal Lodombo Jggdolb domomabs@atm maMgdnmgdgddyg you-
Fomgds gs3sbzomgdamoa o43b 6. dgMdgbndzambs(z. dab ombgmgddo, bagm-
ROEBM3MYEdM s Ladbgmm Loy gdmsb ghmawm, bablgbgdns bLmmagdasbo
03mgdom goxmM3gdmmo MM gdn. dabogg bgmdgbymdbdom, asdmmhgymoa 439-
30l 6360 9m3obabbgzal baggmyg 39DgmaLs s Mdamabolb gmbmamagammao
dnbgmdob (oo (30b J399) s Jgmmmaoy® asbymagomgdsdo goan@obosc.?
XX b-0b 70-056 Bemgddo, sbombmgmaoabs @s gmbbamol mg3n@ogom badsmbals
9390%g Lonb@gMgbm smbBgFammds 543l dg8mmagedgdmma b. donbyyMadgl,
ol Jobgogomsg bodommzbgddyg LobdmasmgdMago ©oRgH 96305300
356939, 9MH0d© 36M05b s Mdomymbo Lbgsabbgs bmnsmyMa LGsGNLAL
bomdmdaaqbmado: ,8gmdMgdn s dobals I1ds 360, 335MmM35660 s MazsMm-
6042000 Bgmb, @sbobgmgdnm bmgmgddn smbgdnma Lagmegal J3gd0 wo-
B0gdboMmEs ©s 30bgHs ©. gmamsdalb dogM 3mdemogsznada: ,LadsMmggmmb
398Mmmamoxgdolb oo 3oGomman®.®

MgmogBco bongg@gdolb (Hmdmgdany doMomswaw dgmatal seadn-
30emdaol BoMImomagbgb) sbbbob d3gmmdal gomws, dybgdfngns Rbogds
bbgs 860d36gmmzsbo 3ombggda(s, 3gHdme: MmMIgmoa 3gMommnsb 0bygds be-
dofmzbal gmMdnmgds? Modwgbow Mbogome@as Jgobg ool dgb&mmagds s
LEOmMObLE03S? ¢393d0MEYdS M) 3 5bndbyymn Ladsmbgda Mondg 3mb3eg-
& Imzmgbol? doMomomom Mo baddnsbmdal gbgmebgb o9 s 3Mdommma

" Imepnunr, Apxumexkmypuue namsmuuxu, a3. 105-131; boo®odyg, bogfsmozgermb J9-

Bmoseommo g mmo, ag. 41-42.
2 VBapos, Xpucmuanckas cumeonuxa, 33. 97, 101.

3bonmady, bojomazgermb 89dmmoscommo 3@ mms, a3. 73; 396dgbadgzamo, odn 5300
bsmbymob godm, ag. 273.
4 3s0by@ady, 0bGmmonb, a3. 65.
® amamady, @o@o jodorrmao, a3. 140-146.
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30673807 dgbadmgdgmos o) Mo 3035M3EMm ,Loddm Labogmaom™? MHmIgm
906mb(90)b 93136006 o BoMbymba? 3meagzoMal bogMabosgm ymggem-
030b od@omHom oygm Rsorgmoa MGmam®z (3039 Ladggm-bsdmegmmms
dmEal 3mmo@ oz sd0nb3omMgdgddo, by J39460b LagaGgm 3mmoadgo-
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Logomnggmmb G gfagmmnady 3md3sd@ Mo d3bmamgdo stsdsmmggmo dg-
M3 9d0b g56boL3gbgdgmo.

LEMM g, 53 30cbzgdbg 3obybab go(3930L BnbabL BoMmImawagbrs 2018-
2020 Bemgdda, o(s)nd ,bz03mab 834s60“-b dogH (bgeddmazabgmo ©. Lyymbo-
bodzoma), bmeg. gmbbatol g3magbool gdmdn 33069 dobdGodnsbo gocmbmgdals
s 35639bnmo badydomgdal gobbmm(3ngmgds.? 3oMggm g8e3dg dmbs g3-
mgboab gbmb 33069 3mbs 33900l 40639600 s gMcn Ladombab baBoemmdmng®
dgbBagme. Ladambadn godmgmnbs mMn dozzommgdamon, Mm3gmms dzmgda s
96®35bgmdn nym oG gmmoa. badsmbo mMIML Lod3Mgdo 56 03390190M@s, MS(3
4860005 dmedgdmamgdsol, Gm3 Logmsagzgalb J3gdo gMo o 3mmagd@oy® be-
dombDg nym gobomagbgdamo.

35639bnmo badndomgdalb ML, gMm-9Mo Logmsogalb dzobg godmg-
m0bs sbmdmogmmmoa bombgms,* LagoMonomm dndmgbs, MmIgmai LEo-
mob@neoe X b-gb bos §399036m©gL.° Hbos 500b0dbmb, Hm3 Mogqdow
356moggdnm Logmogol 4396y, 9badbyma BaMbgms gMmmoemgfMmn godm-
bo3mmobos, ©sbsMRgb dgdmbzgzadn, Mmamm(z gb sMogmmbgmss badgzbogcm
31dm03s(3090d0 boblbgbgdn, yggmedg as3Mgmgdamo Lomggdgdos: bymm-
3yMmdamo ddgoemeon, b3semn, ddo, Gomoa, LadMdmmm Bagebo, dnmoymo,
3bosrmdms go3mbabyymgdosbo mMbadgb@qdo s bsgMsemyma 360d36gmmdals
Lbgs 93bmdo Lddmemgdaz. s gmmmdom, Jobol Dywsedntdg asdmzmgbamo
doeomabo@ztymo mb@ogmdom dgbEmmgdnm Logmsagzolb J3gdnwsb, JMab-
&056ma bLoddmen 3o, 39MdmE, 30ggbE MDY sedsMmmmmo K3l godmbe-

" xo30b0d30m0, Jomazgcrob 960l obGmmons, 6ab. I, a3. 133, 283; ds§nsby Jomorerabs,
a3. 301.

2 bo8domgdl Bob mdmmes boggmyg ad3zgM39d0(3, HMBrOlb MMbss gdb3gmazaal
6936933, dggbol bgasbmsb ©s8s353306M9dgma abolb Losbemmggl, doszzmoglb
30896 mmEm3560L* Lobgmaom (36mdom 8gasmaomn® 3m33magdLL. ob. bmymbsbodgaema,
dmgemg obgomndn, a3. 1563-155.

¥ md0gd@mo 80bgbgdolb godm, 5badbyem Lydmbby 396M IFmbgMbos Ladsmbal
LEmmymgomo dgbbsgmes.

4 0mbndbymon Bambgmol s@mbgdmdolb dgbobgd gdLb3gmozosl 0bgm®mdszns dosbmus
2©30mmdM033s I(3bm3zcgdds, sbambmgmoal bLogstm bLgmmob JoGoggmo gbal
390003mMa3s gM¢6s 9330049 3s.

® byebobadgamo, dm g s635M0dn, a3. 154; 2020 Bqemb, ambbs®oab g3mgboal gbmdo
Bo®dmgdmmo s dgmmmaommo  94b3gmaoolb  GaMmamgddo (bgmddmgsbgmo b,
330(30960), BB gM0b B 30mbgs bzems gomGan mmb3gdm@da(s, 0b. 33030560, 8dn 3300
(3mbbsmol) 680bos gommgob gemgbos, a3. 158.
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brmgds, dbmmme 9o dgdmbggzedn b nmogds. badsmbal 4390bg" godm-

bobeEmgdgd0 MmomJdal 56 50l sbasbgdmma.

e e A mj o

Ly, 7,8, 9 (Fig. 7, 8, 9)

" Bobommom a08mygbgdmmons 3oMasm ©s8mdsggdamo dsbom@Bo s s6gbodo,
m8gembsg mbobmgmdseda semggonb Jzob ¢mbmwgdab.
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2020 bgemb, gombmoma Lodndomgdo me Ladsmbbg asbbmE(30gmes.
3oMomgmMa, d0(330madmms bomdmdagmmdal, goMoazzomadol boges-
omm dodgbabs s LadaMmmzgbol osmsmomgdol 30bboom, dmbes dgmmgsbo
603d9d0L s gds. 080bdmz0l, MM MBm™M Bomma s3babma dgbbagmamao bo-
3ombgdob Bodmmmans s s gmemmanm®o badydamgdal byGsma, mazyssl
dmbs(393900 boggmg bosbasmndm m 31396@9(3000056." Ladmdomgdal SoMggm
9893%g d93mabodmams 33.x43.-bg 33906080 (6533900 Ggbzob byMGomg-
do: 1. X 443480.6695 Y 4611480.443; 2. X 443483.2695 Y 4611480.443; 3. X
443483.2695Y 4611479.643; 4. X 443482.8695Y 4611479.643;5. X 443482.8695
Y 4611478.643; 6. X 443480.6695 Y 4611478.643). ymggm 9@o3bg bocrdmgd-
3 3m3mzgqdgmo dabamol m391396@ 06 9ds, 39emalb gmEmaadbs(30s S Bm-
BmaMsdg@mnnl dgommealb godmygbgdoom Imegmoal obymds. gobbmmsogmg-
o bodmdomgdo sdmabods GIS abbGMN36EG L Lodnsmgdom s dgnfdbs
9600560 LML 53Ldb3gmo MgdsG Mo Mn3(3.

by, 10, 11 (Fig. 10, 11)

" byyembabndgomo, dqxsbodyg, 8330mady, 8m jemg vbgomado, az. 173-177.
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mM0gg bLadaMbals gombmabal 3m3YbrEn Bgbnwsbgg ogndbomws 39-
530300 (365808)0bd s Mabab g dmob) bo@qbgda, bememm 3ndnbol dmbLbals
d9dam3 5330560l BHegdgb@nmgdyma dgmgdo s (3bmzgmalb Medmwagbo-
39 gooeo. N1 badambdn, Gm3gmdg s 0o sbomns bgdmembndbyman Bombgmos
5 (36md0 LszMommEa bLoddmem, 3nbolb BgosednMowsb 35-40 Lab@ndgE ®-
do, badbMgm s Aommgm FMomgdmsob godmgzgmabos mMa sbamdmdamal,
Sbo@mBoyMa sMabmmmo Ambhbo. N1 s N2 Ladombdo Dgosdnmawasb 40-60
L3-0b boeE8gdn, gHomob obdzmMgm s dCIMbagzmgm 8mbs3390098dn Bobgg-
Gomo 0gm 505305600 dgmgdo (3oMzgmo mbg). bmem, 57-60 L3-bg ogad-
LoMEs d3gdom s3mygsboemn sl 3Mdaomaga 303gMs, MmMTgmo(s 3ssby@mmao
0ym 3900069800 M b @m0 Bemgomamo 439500 (JgmEg @mby).

S
)

bey6. 12 (Fig. 12)

ombobndbagos M3 N2 bLodo@bal gosbamgol ggomgdals 3Mg3omo-
300bob 0@3mABLs ©s84ds39dmma, MmMBbA3M 9B docgdmma mdbownsbol
Loggbggo. mommgym bodsmbl mmbngg IbMNELL Jzom sdmygebomao 390mg-
b0 543b. N1 Lodsmbol dos Dm3gdas 180x46L3., N2 Lodsmbob — 185x500L3.
369356033000 3989 MM0gg LadoMbdo ogn]bofms sbs@mdnnEman LMo,

®00m d0(339m g0, d3Mdommnmbo godm@oen 3mbsedn, smdmbagmgm-wo-
bogmgmab mgdddy, megom obogmgmoo. dnz3omgdamgdo mMngg badsmbdo

boggmomgdaem mabsd 39360mbg 043696 oL3g6gdmmba.
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L. 14 (Fig. 14)
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L. 15, 16 (Fig. 15, 16)
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buy. 18 (Fig. 18)

080b aborggbor, 3MG9mRY-
dmEo org oMo FImGPegme Bgbgdo
50b0dbyymo ©mbob Jggdmmascs, N2 be-
dombdo dmbrs boggmomgdmmo  mo-
65839360l 3mbLbs.

0mbndbymo  ggbolb  439dmo
a0dmgmnbes  sMgymo  3gMomeal,
dmdEMEomo Jzgdom gosba@memoa dg-
mtg Ladombo (Igbodg ©mby). J3ge
Lodombol  3mbGMMgdals godmbogmyg-
bo dmablbs dmag06gdnm 8dmygabo-
o badoMbolb badbMgo 3ggmo, Meds(s
053356563, HM3 39000 @MbolL badsmba
39996 of gdmbzgmms bgdmesb go-
domommo bodombo 3099l dm3gdb,
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580 5 LENMEIdmEs IMmdHaro

3 v s
bey. 19 (Fig. 19)
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Fo339@0 mmEoom. J3gmse @mbob badsMbda 3Mg3sma(znal ML gsd8mzmabos
9685690 by o 3Mdoemmmo badn Bo(339mgdn s M0 Md30l Joemo.

30b0b bgmednmnwsb 1 3g@mal LomMdgdg N1 Lodombol dgws mbab
bodambo 303960l AMommgo 3ggmadn, smdmbegmgo gGommsb ogndbom-
5 603d30L dmogh RMeadnb@omgdama dymagdo. N2 Ladombol gocmbmabab
30dmgmgbamds Lo@o3008 gobsdammds dbasgbo Ladyydomgdal Rs@omgds
N1 bs8s6Mbdo(s, bowas(s sbsmmmaonma biGomo ool Ms. oo, N2 badom-
bob dbgogbow, Igbedy @mbob LadsmMbo o6 ndgmEgdws dgmdg EmMBab Ladsmbal
3MbgoaMa300b. 0dal godm, Gm3d LsdsmMbol bobggzomo 3™ (39mEgdmes gMn-
mab LadbMgom-abogmgo bsBoemdn, dobo dmemm3g dgbbsgmes 396 dmbgmb-
5. 39b03g Mbab LedsMmbgdolb LEMmMRLmgbaw Jgbobbagmaw sm30mgdgmons
dmbegl bszgmggo oMgomgdolb gobMmEs s §gMmnsb 3mbEgdLb@do gosdmgds.
oﬁdgmmmgn‘gﬁn Lodmdomgdoo bammom aodmnz3gos, Mmd Ladsmbgdo da(z-

" 35 9dmmd oLy 3Mdomam
@53gbxgMdg  a8myygby-
& 3000 @Mmob  bbgoabbge
£ 3mbo 3390030, 53sL sobE)-
. Mol N1 bodombdo, dobob
. bgs3060ws6 40 bL3-0b Log-
| 39Dy asdmazmgboemo mEo
| sbomdmdomob s@obma
dgdmmBgbama dgmgdo, bgwo
mbol LadsMba  3odgMagdals
3obyMm3o%g  dobgg@no
doz3omgdnmgdo, N1 bodom-
bob dgos ©mbal AMoomm-
90 3gEgmmsb gsdstorymon
353330L LadaMbo s bgdmm
smbBgMomo, 439800 8dmygoe-
bomo  obosgmdomsgo  3odg-
960. 03 Bog@L, MM bodsm-
bgdo Lbgsabbgs 3gGomedo
s3J@oMe asdmoygbgomes,
23bGNMgdL ol aomMgdmg-
d5(3, O3 go0bGgdal 3Gm-
39b30 godmgmgbamo BMog-
dg6@nMgdmmo 39630 3mn
3obomnEsb oM (39Mmo ymezn-
s “insitu” 3pgmdagmdado.

be. 21 (Fig. 21)
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by, 22 (Fig. 22)

sGdgmemmenmann®o badydomgdom Bomgdmmo dgogagdol asbsedys-
190, MdMMSGMMaYmo 33mg3900bomgal, bsdngg @Mbal bodsmbgdowsb
dmbs dgemmasbo 6039dgdal smgds. Maom3oMmdmbaman s6smmabobmgal, mo-
om 60347do gosngbo36s d390903dn, 3Lamsl bagg@mbnd gl Tandem-ob
madmEdBm@nsdn (Tandem Laboratory, Uppsala University). Go@om3o6dmbamo
3omndMasnnbomgol aodmygbgdmmo ngbs IOSACal v0.4.1 (2020) 36mamMads,
3ol bogydsgmbg(z, 3gbedg embol badsMbowab smgdamma dgmmagsbo do-
Lomes gobabademgms 9501129 (BP) 6ol B0bsbogmo 3gfammoom (Mo 68.2%-
0o dgbodsdabmdadn dmenb dgdwggy brmgdmaeb: sb.b. 1039-1049 [9.1%], sb.b.
1081-1190 [24.0%)], ob.6. 1112-1152 [33.8%], beeom 95.4%-00: 5b.6. 1030-1160
[95.2%]). 3gmg mbo@sb smgdmmao b0dydo — 7551129 (BP) bemal 60656007-
mo 3gMomeom (o3 68.2%-000 dgbadsdobmdsedn dmwnl dgdga bemgdomsb:
0b.6. 1232-1240[11.8%], ob.6. 1260-1281 [65.5%], bengmnm 95.4%-00: ob.6. 1224-
1285 [94.9%]). 30390, Dgosdomyma gqbab bndndnwsb 3o dngomgom 804+
29 (BP) bemob 606560gmo ommals 3mbsgzqgomn (Mog 68.2%-000 dgbadadobmds-
3o 3meob dgdmga 39Momegdomsb: ob.6. 1225-1262 [67.9%], beaenm 95.4%-00:
ob.6. 1180-1188 [2.3%], ob.6. 1210-1276 [92.9%)]).
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Calibration curves

I0SACal v0.4.1; Atmospheric data from Reimer et al (2020) .
] Ua-74738 804 = 29 BP

Ua-74739 755 + 29 BP
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I0SACal v0.4.1; Atmospheric data from Reimer et al (2020)

Ua-74738: 804 + 29 BP
1000
Y 68.2% probability
o AD 1225 - AD 1262 (67.9%)
2 900
S 95.4% probability
B AD 1180 - AD 1188 (2.3%)
E 800 A AD 1210- AD 1276 (92.9%)
g
(]
T 700 A
=
o
£
(0]
S 600
2
[}
-3
500 1
400
: . ? 0 e—— : .
1050 1100 1150 1200 1250 1300 1350
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&93. 1 (Tab. 1)

10SACal v0.4.1; Atmospheric data from Reimer et al (2020)

Soop Ua-74739: 755 + 29 BP
. 900 - 68.2% probability
z AD 1232 - AD 1240 (11.8%)
=1 AD 1260 - AD 1281 (55.5%)
=
= 8O0 95.4% probability
E AD 1224 - AD 1285 (94.9%)
§ 7004
]
-
5
2 600
g
m
o
k=
8 500+

400 -
1200 1250 1300 1350
&o3. 2 (Tab. 2)

(&>3. 2-0L IM3g36m b3Bama ab. 33. 235-%7)
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Calibrated age (AD)
10SACal v0.4.1; Atmospheric data from Reimer et al (2020)

1200 Ua-74740: 950 + 29 BP

1100 68.2% probability

AD 1039 - AD 1049 (9.1%)

AD 1081 - AD 1109 (24.0%)

AD 1112 - AD 1152 (33.8%)
1000 A

95.4% probability

s __ S AD 1030 - AD 1160 (95.2%)
900 -
800 -

700 A

Radiocarbon determination (BP)

600 -

1000 1050 1100 1150 1200 1250
Calibrated age (AD)

1500mM3SMOMbymo 33mg300m domgdymo maMomgdn, 360d36g9mmzgsbo
530093039 d0Dgboo 30ImMAbEs. sbsmnboc sEanbos, Mmd hzgb ogm dgb-
Bogmomo y3gmodg sEmgmmo bods@mbgmmo @mbob omsmomgds X-XI boygy-
3169980L Bogb0sb 0bygds, bmmm azasba XII-XIII Loy 39699800 bLEMmgds.
50b0dbyymn 3mba(3939d0 30093 gHmbgm 5394agdl Ladg(360gMHm Mo gMoB4-
030 go3mmgdne 3mbodMgdsl Hmamz g3emgbool 53930l 3gamodyg, oby
Lodomm3zbabs s gmbbamal 63. gomMaol g3mgLoalb MdbsEMMYEmdsdy.

domgdmmo dgogagdom, 3omodmsznol dgmmogdlb dmMab (3mdomgds-
0o 33m35mabbobgdom, 300093 gm0 goMg3mgds LG MMEYds NG YMOMm, 396-
dm, Bgs mbol dn(3g0mgdnmbo NRMm sMgnm 3gMomuolb asbg 390369600,
300069 dgmMg ©mbab, 3mBgbMaggdmm Lodsmbdo ©s3Mdemamba, sbsGmdne)-
Fo© LEmO Jozzomgdymgdo, HMIMadobmgabsz Mmoo dmb dodmgboemns dgwos-
306Dy oMbgdggemo baggmogal 439d0. 3gmEg @mbob badsmbobomgal 3gdmEnseme)-
0 bogmagob Jzob dozm3zbgds dbmemme gMmswgfm, dgmMopsw asdmygbg-
dab d93mbzg3odn dgadmgds dmdbostngm. 50bndbmm 8mbodMgdsl 3@ 30(390b
01bs(3 0b Gog@o, MM LadMdmem nsMamalb gsdmbabymgdao 393 3moa Jgo
356m93b9dmo agm 3gmMg mbal 3mbgbMnggdymoa bogmagalb magdy, baws(s
oM dommo ©b3-0b 339300 osbENGgdMma Jommals AmbRbo gsdmgmabs.

sG oo ©63-0b madmMsG Mmoo 33mg3s 33ggmob bobgmdbogm
SciLifeLab msdm@o@mmoado (1dggmgbo ©b3-0b gobymanmgds, 3omgmaqby-
&030L (396@M0) gobbmGzngms." bLosbsmabme gsonabegbs 13 60d4da, odg-

' 56086mo badmdomgdob gabsbbama BbsMosdgMabscmagal, s(s)nd ,b3sdmal 58460
doemdab mbonb Frederik Paulsen-b.
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b 11 = badogg mbal LodsMbgdnEsb s 2 bod¢yda bs3d3980L dgzemmasba do-
Lomosb. 39698039600 0bxgm@ds(300b Boemgds 39 Imbg@bos gfm-gMma sbaem-
dmdomob 603¢dDg. dgmmg sbsmdmdbormal 60dmda 5dmhbes dogol, MmImal Y
JE@INbmdnmo 3s3mmxgango aobobabmgms Mmame 3 Rlalal~~. ©sbsthgbo
BELYmo s©sdnsbol 11 6089dnsb dgbadmgdgmoa gobws bado Y JHMBm-
bem3mo ©63-0b 3s3mmgannob asdogmsgms, badngg Jomgsba séol R1blalb.
35b0335mnbBbgdgmos, MHmI Lodngg 30ds3o(30 d@BmMAbES d0M3gmo ML,
dobgg@oe dgmgdlb dmGab. meé bodnddo JOMImMbmdol godmazmgbs 396 dm-
bgMbos, M3 Ladbybomme 56 ndemggzs bgbol gobbabmgmal Ladyomagdab. 5
6031300 o@aLE MG Jomn, 9MmNEsb ©B3-0b byzzgboMgds 396 gobbmm-
(CRIIUGCER

Average Average human
Ancient Human human : g : Sex " ; Y-
User ) mitochondria Mitochondrial
DNA . DNA in genome chromo- chromosome
X specimen |D genome haplogroup
unit ID data (%) | coverage somes haplogroup
%) coverage (x)
A189- 10.09.2020- NoY
001 235 43.29 0.150 11.915 XX Héalb T
A189- 10.09.2020- NoY
001 23 43.22 0.157 12.319 XX Héal -
A189- 16.09.2020- No Y
002 1.Co 34.98 0.166 21.782 XX J1c16 T —
A189- 16.09.2020- NoY
002 1.Co 34.98 0.167 22.360 XX J1cl6 chromosome
A189- 15.09.2020-
003 2. CoM 64.35 0.238 17.696 XY W3al Rlblalb
A189- 15.09.2020-
003 2. CoM 64.25 0.250 18.241 XY W3al Rlblalb
A189- 15.09.2020- NoY
004 3.Co-S 61.24 0.349 20.840 XX H6b2 T—
A189- 15.09.2020- No Y
004 2.CoS 61.11 0.301 19.087 XX Héb2 chromosome
AlE3- | Il 02 | eae 0.776 50.376 XY Ulalcl Riblalb
005 2.Co
AL8S- | 15.09.2020- | o, o 0.741 49.265 XY Ulalc Riblalb
005 2.Co
A189- 10.09.2020.
2 3
006 21 Sk 1.53 0.008 2.270 XY H2a2a ND
A189- 10.09.2020. 2 3
006 21, Sk 1.52 0.008 2.134 XY H2a2alg ND
A189- 11.09.2020. NoY
007 1Sk 11.47 0.057 10.294 XX U3b2ala cHPOTBAGIE
A189- 11.09.2020. No Y
007 1.5k 11.17 0.066 11.499 XX U3b2ala ZHromosome:
A189- | 13.09.2020. R R
008 25 0.80 0.004 2.607 XY Ulala ND
A;gsg- 13'029'_25020' 0.78 0.004 2.545 XY Ulala+16129? ND3

©>3. 3 (Tab. 3)
(&>3. 3-0L 3M3g36m Bsbagma ab. a3. 237-B9)
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CNEsRgE Average human
Ancient Human human R 8 ) Sex . . Y-
User . mitochondria Mitochondrial
DNA F DNAin genome chromo- chromosome
: specimen ID genome haplogroup
unit ID data (%) | coverage somes haplogroup
x) coverage (x)

A189- 10.09.2020. 5 NoY

009 LPhT.M 381 0.026 5.422 XX U3b2ala dhiroinosoma
A189- 10.09.2020. NoY

2

009 1.Ph.T.M S8 s 7583 B Hohda chromosome
A189- 10.09.2020. :

010 29M 36.41 0.149 9.817 XY W3al R1lblalb
A189- 10.09.2020.

2

010 29.M 36.35 0.132 8.874 XY W3al Rlblalb

A189- | 7.09.2020.2. NoY
1

011 Sk 13.25 0.036 1.587 XX ND dhrorosomme
A189- 7.09.2020.2. g NoY

011 Sk 13.18 0.036 1.609 XX ND s
A;fs ’ 6'09'28 0L | sagr 0.176 27.271 XY W3ala Rlalal™
A;lgs 6.09.2C020.1. 34.37 0.164 25.916 XY W3ala Rlala™

dgbodmgdgmo gobs 353330 @gEob dodmmyranaiob asbbodmams —
W3ala. do@mgmbotmogmmo ©bd-ab dbgsgbo gango W3al godmamobos me ds-
35 35(390(3, 39Lo3g 353535(30L FoGmgmbrMomoa dadmmyamyn oym lalcl.

Lodommzobdg god8mgmgboemo Jomagdol do@mdmbomoma ds3mmya«-
3900 3Md35mBgMM3bg00m babosm®gds. MEdMMIGMMommo 33mg30m oS-
LB MM dgdwmgan Gn3gda: Hbalb, J1cl6, H6b2, U3b2ala, U3b2ala2.

603)d98d0, bawsg 396 dmbg@bs JHmMIMbmdal gs8mymazs, dsmoa do-
&M JmboMoaymo ©bd-ns: H2a2alg2, Ulala.

3980 bogboabomgal, 5939 Imagyogh bmgswo nbgrm@dszns 33mgzom
3o gdym 303mmEaNRoS Mgaombsmnm as3M(39mgdsbs s gmbogyn® 3nom-
360mgdsoDy.

JEm3mbm3Bolb 3odmmyango Rlalal~ (= R-417), Gm3gmo(z d03d30L
603¢dd0 5dmAbs, s 3o3dnmgdamas Lbzoobbgs gmbagn® xangmsb ©s
RFOOOME 50l 3036 (39 gdymo Mmam@ (3 sedmbagmagm g3mm3adon, obg (396-
GO s LodbfMgm sDnsdn. 39698 039M0 33mag3900bs s abGmEammo
dngM5(30980b dgLBsgmal bLogudggmDyg, ababgmgdmmo 3sdmmyamygn sbm-
(3060905 gmbognto 3m3ms300b Fomomm b3gdGMmsb, MmammMazss bemos-
3960 (3mmmbgmgda, Gnbgda, ¢3600bgmgdn), dom@oobdomgmal (mog@ae,
m5&300), b3sbonbagnol (bmMm3z9a0s, 33900900), NbEM-0MS6NMN, nbom-s60-
a0, dofdzgmo (3088060bs s LadbEgm-o0dmbagmgom sboal Imbobemagmds.

JOm3mbmdob 3sd3emmyamazo R1blalb (FR-M269), Gm3dgmo(s badngg do-
3535(30b 60399330 @oEILE YWY, abogmgo g3MM3m 3m3maz0ol ¢ 3o3-
doMgds o doMomamsm, 03 gobogy® xamygol o390369896, GmIgmmas(s
3930060 9930 0bmgzmm3ne dogMs309dmab. 30bodbymo Jsdmmyango
bdoMos 3gmEN©, 39 30bmm, dob3nE Imbobermgmdada, bmmm 3306 Momwg-
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bmdoom b3ebmnbsognal, 30696q0L bobgze® 3mbdmmabes s Dmang@o Loz
3m39ma(300da.

Mo 353535(30L 6034ddn gsdmgmgbomo do@mmbomomma 3o3emme-
ago W3al 3mb3@mgdum gobmbmsb of ofal s 303d06Mgd4mo. goMmmme
33630935 Mmam(s 936m35do, sbgzg obagmgm, LadbMgm, (396@MomYG oy
LodbMgm-omdmbagmagm sbosdo.

39b37 8535 35(30L 603ddn sBmAgbaema o@mJmbomoyma 3o3emme-
a0l lalcl 3nMggmoem Mganmbgds dofMomosw doRbgmmas sbemm sedm-
Logmgmo o 3o335b0s (Lonsbsy ao3M(39mgds Ybws dmdbsmoaym Ladbmgm
D00l goM 33999 Gga0mbgddo).

3sbEYMoMmo bymo Jomowsb m@Mda asdmgmabes 3 do@mdmbeo-
ommo odmmygango (U3b2ala, U3b2ala2). sxbodbmmo ganao 0o393d060-
dn0s sbem smdmbogmgmal, badbEgm 39335L00bs s AMEommmgo s 30b
930mbgddo 3(36m3z6Mgd Imbobmgmdobosb.

H6 30@mjmbomogmo xanxoi o6 60dyddo mosb@ymms. sjgwsb
6alb x a0 d0hbgnmos, Hm3 ggmaMoganmo ao36(39mgdob mgembsbmabom
bdoMos smdmbogmagom g3mm3ol, 30335L00bs s (396@GomnEa sDonl, 0dgns-
05 30 @sbogmgom g3em3al dmbobmgmdadn. Moc3 dggbgds 6b2 xanal, dobo
0930000md0056 g0dm3nbomg Lo gobognMo xampo gobbsdmgGnmo o6
o60b, ondze 3Mbgdymo Imbs(39dgd0m, M3g@gbom s 393d0Mgdmmos S-
dmbogmgom g3cmm30b (g3Me0bgmagdo, GLgda, 3mmmbgmgdon), bisboobsgaals
(bmtrggangmado, d390980, ©360gmada), 39335600L (JoGBmggmgda, bmdbgda),
Sbmm 50dmbagmgmobs (0M36gmgdn) s (396@MsmM0 sDoolb Fmbabmmgmdab-
056 (yobobgdo, bdg39d0).

303LENM9dYmo bamo JomoEsb gMmdo godmgmabos J1c16 do@m-
JmboMoymo 3sdmmygango. 3969803060 3mbs(39390%y LoyM@bmdom, gom-
OMEdS 353039 gdmmo dmgm 9360HmM353d0, 39335L00L Mgaombls s sbemm sem-
dmbogmagmdo.

Amame(y Dgdmm 503603650, JHMImMbmBol godmymezs 396 dmbgmbos
m6 603 ddn, HmIgmos do@mmbomomo ©b3d-ns 2a2alg2 s lala. ©sd3300-
90990 3mbadMgdom, 2a2alg2 Jsdmmyranao asbbsznmmgdama bobdoGom
33630985 @abogmgo s (396@ MmN 936MmM3530, 0d300mo@ SbEm sdmbog-
mgndo, 30335b05d0 (20%-0b LobdoMom), FMommgo sgfngobs s (3968 -
& 5b0ddo. beemm lala ganaxo, agbg@ogn®o 33mg3980L dabgozom, KoM
dg3mbzgzodn b mMegds LadbMgom sbnsdn, sbemm sdmbagmgmdn, s6s@m-
m05d0, 5@3mbagmam g3mm3sdn, 39335b05dn, ndgosmem AMmammgm s ©s-
bogmgo ggem3sdo.

53 98937, (3665 b0dMdnEsb Jomgdmma sMJommo ©63-0b 3sbybgdoom
hobl, Mm3 353535(3900 ©oEO dmdsmnmdom g3Mm3mo bomdmdsgzmmdobabo

56056. 50b0d6ymn Jodmmyanzgdo 3936 (39mgdmo o6 sMob sanmmdmog
33930090, Jomgdol dgdmbgggzedn 3o doMojom, 13g@gbmds dgbadmms
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LodbFgom 3o330b0ol Mgaombosb nymb. dom ImEobss, dgdmo swbodbymo,
dgmeg mMbol 3mbgbMmoggdmem Ladsmbdo, JHabGnsbmmoa Bgbom s 3Mdome-
mo 9o Jomodo@mbo, Mmdgmbez LadMdmmm nsmsmal gsdmbobyymgdasbo

Loggmagol 43o sg3l.
2018-2020 b gd3do Bo3mgdmemo 3(30698563@od0560 sGdgmemmanm&o

33093900L MdmBsGm@ogmo s65mabab bogyydggmbg dgbodmgdgmo gobos
Lodg(36ngEMm BMggddn godmmddnma Dmangfmmoa dmbabdMgds goa3939ystgdabs
> D93mo @obdger Joobzgddy s 3393bRgers, J9MIme:

>6do@dG Mg, 35mgma@egoger @d sMjgmmmangm dmba3gdgody
3Y4MEbmdom oMy gsdmmddnmo 3mbadmMgds, badsmmgbabs ©s g3maboab
D0bs@MMNmMbobmab dndofmgdom, Monm33Mdmbymo 33mg3900md(3 ©o-
b Os (X-XII Loy 3169960L JHMbmemagan® RshRmda).

ambbamal 63. gomMaob g3mgboal §gfMoGmmnsdy s@bgdama badstm-
3960 dgbadmms doMorms (3 boMmdmoaqgboglb 3megzamal bLagMobmagmda smos-
Jofoggmo, g3Mm3gmo dgmdmgdol baddm Lobogmomb. 39bg@0znMo 3gmggs
5 M30MIdIMIMbmo osmsMnmads admagzs badymamagdslb, Mm3 LadsmMmbgdo
dgbodemmes ©s 393300980 0gmb oam@al m3ddo 200 ggommbbals 3mbsabo-
mgmdab obGmEaym dmgmgbsbmab. yd(3s, o 9d3L dogdl ol asmgdmgds,
M3 g3egbool gbm3dn, 30bgemaEo© bomgs dgdmEnsmy® 30 x3Mob
30dmbabmgds gMmasb g3bgogds. sbgsg, 93 9Bo3dg gsdmgmaboem dzmmgab
dobomadg 96 dg060d6gds naMamam nygbgdyymon ©sDnsbgdol 3gsomo.

Loddm Labagmam dgbadmms 303300 dmEglb dgmeg obGmGogm
dmgmgbaba(s, 3gMdme Xl b-0b 3998 6569330 dgdmbymao 303068 980L 700 35(3006
5bb, GmImgda(z LaboMgmol dmdmmadn of@&onMon 0gdwbgb dmbsbaemg-
ML, 5¢bndbyyem 39Momwb, 39@)bs3mgdswm, bogsdo (0ba 306 dm@L Img bamMal
Logo)' obgdmn Imbs(3939d0(3 9394sgdL, Gm3mal dobgmzoms(z 3n30bagdab
000 baboo LadMdmem 3mddggdgdol sfgamdn gomman(33ombgb.

5b0dbyyem 3gMommadn 3030bstg ab@GmMoyma 3Gm3gbgdol gomge-
m0bbobgdoom, bodommgabdg ynzhomgdob ©s3Mdomgal smdsmmdsy dgodmy-
dmEs g5baggboms, 09330 93 9@&o3bg domgdmmo oG Jogmo ©b3-ab 3obyybg-
b0 gb o6 03390905, JOHM3mbmIMmo Jsdmmyanxzgdob gqgbgdozycn sbs-
mobab Jobggom ynghomms 3m3mma3nabmzol sdsbsbosmgdgmoas R1b-M73
3a3mmyganyon, hz96 dgdmbggzeda 3o R1b-M269 gamaz0s godmgzmgbocna.

03 g@o3dy, sMdgmmmanno bLadndamgdol dobdGedo s mbEgmem-
30996 603)dq6Ddg boMIMgdymo madmMo@mEammoa sbammabgda b 3domMobo o6
o0l yggmes 30mbgady 3obmbal gobso398s0, dgbodadnbac, hggb dog godmon-
430 3mbadMgdgdo dbmmme oMggmamn boboomabes. badstmgbals bErmem-
ymgoemo g33mgmagbs-dgbbagmol d0Dboom, 360d3bgmmaabos goaMdgmogl
BM0mMIdLIGod0d6n, 3M33mgdLbyHo 33mgzoma badydomgda, MmIgmos dm-
0l 0gmobbdgdes: Lodsmmzbal GgMoGMEMNsdg sMLYdMmO yzgms Lagmagol

! Larsson, Ingvar the Fartravellers Journey, a3.48.
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J30b g08mzgmgbos; Lodemb 4396y sMbgdmma Mgmaggm@o godmbsobmmgdgdol
dgbBogmes s LobBgdaGnbo(3ns; J0dgdadg stgaomda s bgdmmon dbaszbo &o-
30b bogmogol 43930l 33emg39; asdmgmgbomo mb@gmemmanymo dsboemal Mo-
0M3dMdMbNmo omaMmomgds; bMmb304930b sbsmnDa s MadmEs@mEny-
™m0 339390000 g3MEs(335mgdal J0dgDd(9d)0b owagbs.

©53mb3gdymon bysmmgdo s> moGgMmsGyms
Cited Sources and Literature

d3g@sdg, mMnsemgonbs s 5§96l g30g@msgnzmemn dggemgdn — dodmadg o.,
omnoemgonbs s 8§nbol 9308365030390 dgamgdo Gmgmey obGmmamemn
byomm, bL33, XX-B, 1959, a3. 55-78

(Bakradze, Epigraphic monuments of Trialeti and Ateni — Bakradze A., Epigraphic
monuments of Trialeti and Ateni as historical sources, “Bulletin of the Simon Janashia
Georgian State Museum”, XX-B, 1959, pp. 55-78).

d96dgbndgaman, sdngzab 65mbgMmab g353m — 39dgbodgamo b., odn30b bom-
bymob godm, 60ab3d0: Bnbogy, bogsmmzgermb obGmmonl bsjombgdo, 6ab. |, ob-
BME07m0 39maMmoR00, mdomobo, 1964, a3. 272-282
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the Adzikvi Inscription, In the book: Idem, Issues in the History of Georgia, Book 1,
Historical Geography, Thbilisi, 1964, pp. 272-282).

d9@xsbsdy, bosmmazbgm dsMomn — dyMgobadyg g., ymdatrmemo d98.3300-
mgmdob d@oz0 m309580b/dggcmol bose@morbgm domaoman, 38190, 2020
(Burjanadze, Registration Card — Burjanadze G., Registration Card for Immovable
Cultural Heritage Object/Monument, N38190, 2020).

3ma3dy, woa 3sGommmgn — amasdg ., boafomoggmmmb 39&mmamoggdals
@00 3oGsnmagn (dmms Abmaggmal gmazbymo bodg360gcHm gmbon), mdo-
mabo, 2000

(Goguadze, Big Catalogue — Goguadze D., Big Catalogue of Georgia Petroglyphs
[Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation], Thbilisi, 2000).

odmsMmddgomon, dopMm-ggmenmgonmo dodmboengs — momsMsdgomoa 3.,
ambbomolb dowsdmydol dmjemg Jomm-ggmenmgommo dodmboengs, L33, 8. I,
1926, 1927, 33.99-108

(Tatarashvili, Hydro-Geological overview — Tatarashvili K., 4 brief Hydro-geologi-
cal overview of the Gokhnari Area, “Bulletin of the Georgian Museum”, 1927, pp.
99-108).

33030560, 3dngz0b (3mbbsmnb) 630bws gommgnb g3emgbos — 33030060 .,
3dn 330l (3mbbomal) 6d0bws gommgal 93cmgbos o bodsmmzgsbo (mobemgbo o6 -

Jogmenmgommo smdmbgbgdo), 53509303mb 3mbLEGSEEGNbg BgMgmmoal sdswyg-
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dn, ,303m3boenggema®, I, 1951, a3. 330-334

(Lomtatidze, Grdzelishvili, Report on the 1949 Expedition to Trialeti — Lomtatidze
G., Grdzelishvili 1., Report on the 1949 Expedition to Trialeti, “Mimomkhilveli”, II,
1951, pp. 330-334).

3s0byMady, nbGmMmanl — 3o0byMady b., 0bGmFools Jz0b aEzemgdo, dga-
mab 8gamdato, d3, 20, 1970, a3. 64-70

(Maisuradze, Stone Pages of History — Maisuradze Z., Stone Pages of History,
“Dzeglis Megobari”, 20, 1970, pp. 64-70).

3580569 Jomarenabs — JoB0sby JoFmoemnbs, ,JoBronmab (3bmzMgds”, 8.1, &qd-
LG sEagbamn yzgms doMomswa bgmbsbgmol Jobgozom b. yorbhndgzomal
dngM, mdoemabo, 19585, a3. 249-317

(Chronicle of Kartli — Chronicle of Kartli, ,,Kartlis Tskhovreba” [“The Georgian Chro-
nicle”], Vol. I, Text established according to all major manuscripts by S. Qaukhchishvili,
Thilisi, 1955, pp. 249-317).

BanMady, bogommzgmmmb dgdmMmascnayFn 3m@ums — boomadg 9., bo-
Jormggermb dgdmmasera@mo jaen§ams, mdamabo, 2001

(Nadiradze, Memorial Culture of Georgia — Nadiradze E., Memorial Culture of
Georgia, Thilisi, 2001).

Lyembsbndgamoa, dmzemyg s635Mndn — Lyyebobadzomo ©., 2018 69l gmb-
bomdn BsGomygdama omggmermgonmo bodndomgdol dmjemg sbgomandn, ,2018
bgmb Rs@emgdmmo sMdgmmmanyMo asmbmgdal dmzmyg sbasmMndgdol 369-
deo”, bagdodoggmmb 3gm@memmo 3933300609mdob ©o(330L gMHmgbmmo
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David Sulkhanishvili, Solomon Ioramashvili,
Madona Mshvildadze, David Goguadze, Giorgi Burjanadze

Results of Archaeological Research
on Burials at St. George’s Church in Gokhnari

Summary

The archaeological study of the cemetery located in the courtyard of St. George’s
Church in Gokhnari holds particular significance. This monument has repeatedly be-
come the subject of discussion in scientific circles due to the relief compositions pre-
sent on the tombstones. Until 2018, the main purpose of research was to explain the
carving technology and determine their memorial attribution through observation of
the subjects. As for archaeological excavations, no work had been conducted in this
direction.

The article presents the results of archaeological investigations conducted by
“Khvamlis Amqari” in 2018-2020. In the first season, the expedition conducted fi-
eld surveys, small-scale cleaning work, and studied one of the burials existing in the
church courtyard. It should be noted that the precise boundaries of the grave could not
be determined during this phase. Consequently, it was hypothesised that the relief-car-
ved tombstones might have marked a single, large collective burial. Accordingly, the
purpose of the work planned for the second field season was to verify the expressed
assumptions and many other hypotheses based on additional archaeological excavati-
ons and analysis of osteological material.

In 2020, archaeological excavations were conducted on two burials adjacent
to the south-west of the grave uncovered during the first season. Excavation revealed
that the burials had been reused multiple times for interments across different periods,
which was confirmed by bone remains revealed at three distinct levels and the presen-
ce of stone-built burial constructions.

To assess the revealed archaeological picture, bone samples were submitted for
radiocarbon dating at the Tandem Laboratory of Uppsala University and Ancient DNA
analysis at Sweden’s national SciLifeLab.

The radiocarbon results indicated that the earliest burial layer (lowest level)
dates from the turn of the 10™-11" centuries, while the late (upper level) corresponds to
the 12"-13™ centuries. Notably, it was established that the disarticulated skeletal rema-
ins in the upper level predate the anatomically intact individual interred in an orderly
manner in the so-called middle level. These findings further support scholarly claims
regarding the contemporaneity of St. George’s Church and the Gokhnari cemetery, da-
ting to the transition from the 10" to 11™ centuries.

Regarding ancient DNA research, 13 samples were submitted for analysis to
Sweden’s national SciLifeLab. For most of them, Y chromosome and mitochondrial
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DNA haplogroups were deciphered, enabling us to determine the sex of the individuals
and to infer aspects of their ethnic or regional background.

The scale of the archaeological field work and the results of laboratory data of
osteological material at our disposal are, of course, insufficient for constructing a com-
prehensive understanding or drawing definitive conclusions. Accordingly, continued
multidisciplinary research is essential for the full investigation and interpretation of
the cemetery.
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Ilustrations

Fig. 1. Thematic map depicting the situation (created by G. Burjanadze using GIS to-
ols).

Fig. 2. St. George’s church of Gokhnari (11"-12% centuries) (photo by G. Burjanadze).
Fig. 3. Bas-relief with images of ktitors (founders) with Asomtavruli inscription on the
western section of the southern wall of St. George’s church of Gokhnari (photo by M.
Mshvildadze).

Fig. 4. Inscription on the pilaster of the northern wall of St. George’s church of
Gokhnari (photo by M. Mshvildadze).

Fig. 5-6. Megalithic structures south of St. George’s church of Gokhnari (photo by M.
Mshvildadze).

Fig. 7-9. Burial stones with relief images from the Gokhnari cemetery (photo by G.
Burjanadze).

Fig. 10. First stage of archaeological work, gridding the area (3x4 m) (photo by G.
Burjanadze).

Fig. 11. First stage of archaeological work, opening the burial (photo by M.
Mshvildadze).

Fig. 12. Second level stone-built burials (before opening) (photo by G. Burjanadze).
Fig. 13. Preparation on burials N1 and N2 (photo by Z. Kobakhidze).

Fig. 14. Burials N1 and N2 after completion of preparation (photo by G. Burjanadze).
Fig. 15. Model of burials N1 and N2 (created by G. Burjanadze using photogram-

metry).
Fig. 16. Plan of burials N1 and N2 (created by G. Burjanadze using photogrammetry).
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Fig. 17. Digital elevation model (DEM) of burials N1 and N2 (created by G. Burjanadze
using photogrammetry).

Fig. 18. Levelled clay floor of burial (photo by G. Burjanadze).

Fig. 19. Burial N2 after removal of the clay floor layer (photo by G. Burjanadze).
Fig. 20. Model of third level burials (created by G. Burjanadze using photogrammetry).
Fig. 21. Archaeological material obtained during the works (photo by G. Burjanadze).
Fig. 22. End of archaeological works (photo by G. Burjanadze).

Tab. 1-2. Results of Radiocarbon analyses (Tandem Laboratory, Uppsala University).
Tab. 3. Results from SciLifeLab Ancient DNA unit.
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aMogemo gobmeam (36mdoma (1658 ©s 1685 Bemgddn). 3gbedsdoba, Bombgms, XVII
L-ab 11 Bobgzoom Mbos omsmommal.

263



5807bs, bOmosw dmbgdMagns, bggGobmzmab bs jsmgomMm Godsm-
096, ®m3gmog 12 dmodmmal Lobgmmdal oym s bombawsz 0bmogdms,
©90 IMm0bab Lobgmdy, sMbgdymaym bsgyMmba g3magbos (ML oYdy-
oL 80gM ©8mMBBgdmmo Bo@mbgMma(s (3bo3ymeyl).! mmaonn@os, Hm8 mBGmab-
ddmdmal Ladymygmo JoMmggmos yagms EMmab 30Mggmgl bammmzegda —
L3aGeEbmzamdo @aBMYzorIdgm, bagMog® bogMEgr ogm bobgeregdgeo.
©mgobsmgal 30, 3bmmmmE sbsgmagm dgbabgmamb bgdmm, §03356bgs -
dgdomo gos m3Monbsb ogdsmo babg, Mmamm (3 Esxmdgmob &qdL-
&0 bmEgdL 3oL, ,Dg(30L 30dg” @ ,bown 600Q-88‘306363Q0“2 o6y 35393380~
9090 439460Ls (35L006, oM (35 3m@BINbgms Ababmgdgema.

©53mb3gdymon bysmmgdo s> moGgMmsGyms
Cited Sources and Literature

sbpmymsdg (s bbgs), bzgdnibmgmab 3md3mg bo — sbpmmadg b., dm-
bmBodg 9., 09300560560 ¢3., 3obndgama 3., Badotons 3., b398 036mze0b 3033-

mybo, LO3JY, 8.V, mdoemabon, 1990, a3. 261-269

(Andguladze |[et al.], Mtskheta — Andghuladze N., Bokhochadze A., Devdariani F.,
Vanishvili Sh., Zakaraia P., Svetitskhoveli Complex, In: “Summa Historical and Cultu-
ral Monuments of Georgia”,Vol. V, Regions of Gori, Kaspi, Mzkheta, Kareli, Khashuri,
Editors of the 5" Vol.: V. Dolidze, S. Kintsurashvili, U. Sidamonidze, G. Zkitishvili,
Thilisi, 1990, pp. 261-269).

3960 936585330m0, sbsman JoMormab 36m369385. 3oMmzgem0 §g4bGo — -
60 9abs@odz0m0, sboemn JoFmaomals (36mzm938s. 3omzgemo B976G0, »JoGnmals
3bm3Mgds”, @. 11, &94LG0 sagbomn yzgms doMomawn bgmbsbgmal dobgco-
300 b. yombhadzamals oy, mdomobo, 1959, a3. 326-442

(Beri Egnatashvili, The New Georgian Chronicle, The first text — Beri
Egnatashvili, The New Georgian Chronicle, The first text, In: “Kartlis Tskhovreba”
[“The Georgian Chronicle], Vol. II, The text is established from all major manusc-
ripts by S. Qaukhchishvili, Tbilisi, 1959, pp. 326-442).

d9dymsdgama, bogommzggmmmb g3emgboob bobdnbroggdo — dndmmadgamo
9., bogommggemmb g3emgbool bobdnboyggdo, mdamabo, 2007

1

0. yogbRodzomo dgmdbamo BsmBgmgdob 3m@m3mbob megmadnmzgrm g3gMmbosdo,
Gm8gemog 1951 Bgemb g98md3q960s, 5bndbagms, ®m3, dgbademms, gb 9338960 1813
Bgmmb 30mmad ggbamdmbolb Bogfm asbsbemgdsl dggboms s B3gbs8wy 28 30dgboom g9
dmombos. 0b. 3. 220-221.

2 pomxemIgmo  08Mmobddmdmoabs, ozmbo: @, gobsmmmgbo ymzerobdnwobs
@3H00bddmEgemobs 0ggmnobs, a3. 17.

264



(Bubulashvili, Sacred Relics of the Georgian Church — Bubulashvili E., Sacred Re-
lics of the Georgian Church, Thilisi, 2007).

dggnmadyg, 98n0bob dmbsb§mab bs§gdn — dnednmady b., 930bol dmbsb-
ol bs89dn s 39emal dbs§zmHmds, mdoemaba, 2006

(Burchuladze, Icons and Wall Paintings of Ubisi Monastery — Burchuladze N., Icons
and Wall Paintings of Ubisi Monastery, Thilisi, 20006).

dgfgaesdy, dgggos 3mMmEHIGI30 — Sghdamsdy b., Ggggoe ImHEM9d-
30 omog9m@ob §odmnl dmbsdmenmdsdn, ,omegg@oolb 9356 donlb abGmanl
B (3mgd0”, bLadgzbogmm 3mMbygMmabzool dobamgda, 36. 1, 2006, mdomabo,
2007, a3. 53-62

(Burchuladze, Royal Portraits — Burchuladze N., Royal Portraits in the Frescoes of
Alaverdi Cathedral, In: “Pages from the History of the Alaverdi Eparchy”, Materials
of the scientific conference, Vol. 1, 2006, Tbilisi, 2007, pp. 53-62).

3%333300m0, dndmbengs — asdsdzoma 8., dodmbengs, &gdbBo aodmbayg-
3o Imodbos, godmzzmygss, mgdbogmbo s badogdmgdo omGom gem.
398 939m3s, mdagabo, 1956

(Gabashvili, Travel — Gabashvili T., Travel, Prepared for publication with research,
lexicon, and indexes by El. Metreveli, Tbilisi, 1956).

33M080dgzamo, ggmeosmyma bogomaggmmb — a3co@ndzomo ©., ggmo-
&0 bsgsmozggemmb bmggosenat m@momogmomdoms obGmmoowsb (fstmoremals
boomsgsmgdn), mdoemobo, 1955

(Gyritishvili, Feudal Georgia — Gvritishvili D., From the History of Social Relations
in Feudal Georgia [Principalities of Kartli], Thbilisi, 1955).

30bsmmmgbn ymgmswbdonbs m3Mmannbddmdgemabs nggmnnbs — gobsmm-
@960 ymzemsbdowobs dmornbddmdgemobs oggmoobs, ,d593mmgaba“, 7,2012,
a3.14-23

(Rejoice, Most Holy Theotokos of Iveria — Rejoice, Most Holy Theotokos of Iveria,
“Makvlovani”, 7, 2012, pp. 14-23).

©33005330em0, MM 5dM056 Jnbms6358mbnl — sz0:5330em0 L., M0 odm-
006 Ib@H6358mbol dmmzobgmdol 335em0 scvmbol 6d. doro Dy, oL@ 0sbm-
dob 33mg3900”,5,2010, 43.9-16

(Davitashvili, Two Lord of Mukhrani — Davitashvili S., Two Lord of Mukhrani with
name Ashotan in the Iviron Monastery of Holy Mountain, “Kristianobis kvlevebi”
[“Christian Researches™], 5, 2010, pp. 9-16).

©33005330m0, 300mbab ng9M00b 03FH0bdImBemnab bs§ob — ©s30m0d30m0
L., 9o0mbolb 039@00b IFH00bIIMEemals boob bohmooenmdgemo jomsg0, LS, 2,
2012, a3. 313-346

(Davitashvili, The Shade tent — Davitashvili S., The Tabernacle of the Iverian Icon of
the Mother of God of Mount Athos, “Saist’orio K’rebuli” [“Historical Collections™], 2,
2012, pp. 313-346).

265



©oEydnmady, 03Mmanbddmdemab g3odmbsbzal GMmownzns — ogdmmady
3., @dMm00bddmdemols godmbobzol §Fsoarzns duns bomymbggdob Jomormem by-
mmz69385d0, ,mmambo®, 8,2014, 43. 224-231

(Didebulidze, The Tradition of Depicting the Theotokos — Didebulidze M., The Traditi-
on of Depicting the Theotokos in Medieval Georgian Art, “Logosi”, 8, 2014, pp. 224-231).
33Rb3dg, mg396 3960 dg93g — 39R6odY 3., (my356 Jobos d9gg o 3mbGE0dob-
B0mm0 Jomormemo dmbmdnbdmmo ggmbgms XVI bowmmbob 306900l dbodgmm-
30l dogomncm By, ,omaggfool gdsmgoaol abBmEoal gy 3mgda”, badgzbog-
e 3mbggcgbznal dobamada, 36. 1, 2006, mdoemabon, 2007, a3. 123-137
(Vachnadze, King Levan of Kakheti — Vachnadze M., King Levan of Kakheti and Post-
Byzantine Georgian Monumental Painting: The Example of 16"-Century Kakhetian
Art, In: “Pages from the History of the Alaverdi Eparchy”, Materials of the scientific
conference, Vol. 1, 2006, Tbilisi, 2007, pp. 123-137).

306bsmsdg, Jomama dbs§zmmdab abgmmonsb — 300bomadg o., FJom-
oemo dbs§gmmdob obGmmnnwsb, 58g60b Lombol VII-VIIl s XI bow 3699800
dmbo@memmdsbo, mdoemabo, 2007, a3. 139-170

(Virsaladze, From the History of Georgian Painting — Virsaladze T., From the
History of Georgian Painting: Frescoes of Ateni Sioni from the 7" -8" and 11" Centu-
ries, Thilisi, 2007, pp. 139-170).

333%83dg, nbGmManma bsdnmgdo — 353565dg b., nbGmmomemo bodnogdo,
6ab. IV, ®doemabo, 1913

(Kakabadze, Historical Documents — Kakabadze S., Historical Documents, Vol. 1V,
Thilisi, 1913).

33936533, bogommzgmmb zoomenagmb-3s8masmggdo — 3040635 3., bo-
Jotrng9cmb goomemogmb-3s§mosmgdo gmomosbo bodgemb @sdemol d9doya,
bogbdo: ,LogoBnggmmb 3ommEozmb-3s@Mostdqgdo”, Mgmsed@meoa: M. 39@8-
9390, mdoemabo, 2000, a3. 79-123

(Kacharava, Catholicos-Patriarchs of Georgia—Kacharava E., Catholicos-Patriarchs
of Georgia after the Dissolution of the Unified Kingdom, In: “Catholicos-Patriarchs of
Georgia”, Edited by R. Metreveli, Tbilisi, 2000, pp. 79-123).

3939emndy, dnBs(398s 89Mdgbors dngM — 3939mmadyg 3., doBorzgds Bgmdgbors
Fogt Jomoraemo mo§gmodatrmemo 3960bs smbdy s dobo Jwogmdsmgmds
XVI-XVII bb-do, bogbda: dobogyg, 940nmgdo dzgemo Jstmormema o gmsdamal
ob@mmoosb, bab. lll, mdamabo, 1971, 43. 69-86

(Kekelidze, The Seizure of the Georgian Literary — Kekelidze K., The Seizure of the
Georgian Literary Center on Mount Athos by the Greeks and Its Condition in the 16"-
17" Centuries, In: Idem, Etudes from the History of Old Georgian Literature, Vol. 111,
Thilisi, 1971, pp. 69-86).

dgbsdg, d3gemn Jomarmemn 3bgmemmdab 39Mmg80 —dgbodwyg m., d3gemo FJom-
oemo dbymenmdolb 39M980, 6ab. Il mdamobo, 1980

266



(Menabde, Centers of Old Georgian Literature — Menabde L., Centers of Old
Georgian Literature, Vol. 11, Thbilisi, 1980).

bs(33mnd3nman, doMmnsd ownsbn s sMJnBgd§yMmmemn 33GMmmbsgn — bo(s-
30dg0mo b., domnsd womnsbo s oMo 959G G mmn 3o§mmbogo dus bow39-
699380l bsgommggermdn, LL, 24,2021, a5. 225-256

(Natsvlishvili, Mariam Dadiani and Architectural Patronage — Natsvlishvili N.,
Mariam Dadiani and Architectural Patronage in Medieval Georgia, “Sakartvelos Sid-
zveleni” [“Georgian Antiquities™], 24, 2021, pp. 225-256).

60bndy, dogMmsGambars bLsdggmm —bobadg ., 3og3MoGombors Lodggmm bobemol
306098 magdsms obGmemns (XI-XVIII bs37969980), mdoemaba, 2004

(Ninidze, History of the Branches — Ninidze D., History of the Branches of the
Bagrationi Royal House (13"-18" Centuries), Thilisi, 2004).

mobdgdaean, bgg§oibmzmob g3ngMmognzgs — mabdgbydo a., bzgdoibmg-
ol 93083393030, 369dmmo ,b39@&0Ebmzgma”, Mgosd@mto: a. docsdady,
odoemobo, 2010, a3. 130-149

(Otkhmezuri, Epigraphy of Svetitskhoveli — Otkhmezuri G., Epigraphy of Svetits-
khoveli, In: Collection of Works “Svetitskhoveli”, Edited by G. Sharashidze, Tbilisi,
2010, pp. 130-149).

Bomms sbmGoamgdaemon emgdbogmbo — Somoms sbm@Bomydamn cngfbozmbo:
XI-XVII bb. Jomoraemo ob@mmomemo bodnmgdol dobgogom, 8. 1, asdmbs3gdoo
dmodboegl: . 3mensdzomads, 3. byyMammsdgd, 9. (3980Mg0dz0mds, a. Kob-
©0gc3s, mdoemobo, 1991

(Annotated Lexicon of Persons — Annotated Lexicon of Persons: According to
Georgian Historical Documents of the 11"-17" Centuries, Vol. 1, Prepared for publi-
cation by D. Kldiashvili, M. Surguladze, E. Tsagareishvili, G. Jandieri, Tbilisi, 1991).
gmes60s, JAmMbn 980, 636. Il — JGmbn 3930 s Lbgs dsbsens bsgsmmggermb
ob@m@oobs o d6gmenmdnbs, 3936 9d0ma, JHmbmmmmaan@mon wobymdomon oo
sbbbBomo o. gmEsbasl dogM, bogbo I, &xomabo, 1897

(Zhordania, Chronicles, Book 11 — Chronicles and Other Materials of Georgian
History and Literature, Book 1I, Chronologically arranged and explained by T. Zhor-
dania, Tbilisi, 1897).

Lodmbadgamon, bngm3gnl Gndnb MIMabIIMEmal — Lodmbodgamo b., bo-
gm390b §03ob 3m00bddmdemal gosdmbobaemgdobs o F&ndmmms xgmgmmo
3mEGM9G0b 9Em0gmondodsmmgdol bogoombobsomgol s$gb0l bombolb dmbs-
Gmermdsdn, 3Ggdama: badgbog@m dGmMAgdol 3GMgdymo ,bgmmgbgdomd-
(3mEbgmds”, 5, 2003, 43. 189-211

(Simonishvili, 7o the Interrelation of the Figure of the Nicopoio-type Virgin
— Simonishvili N., To the Interrelation of the Figure of the Nicopoio-type Virgin
and a Group Portrait of Donors at Ateni Sioni, Collection of academic works:
“Khelovnebatmzodneoba” [“Study of Art”], 5, 2003, pp. 189-211).

267



LoMsdy, ,630b@s b0bmb (36m3M9385" — LoMmodg &., ,,630b0s b0bMb (36mzM9-
30" @ wolobynbo Jomormemo sgomg@mognnbs, badgbogm 3Mgdmma: ,,6306ws
Babm*, 1, 36mg @0l 938 ™m0 s bymddmgsbgmo: M. bLoMadyg, mdamabon, 2008,
a3.277-311

(Siradze, The Life of Saint Nino — Siradze R., The Life of Saint Nino and the Beginning
of Georgian Hagiography, In: Scientific Collection “Saint Nino”, Vol. I, Project author
and manager: R. Siradze, Tbilisi, 2008, pp. 277-311).

Lbo@@mady, nggMnnb mdmonbddmdmoal —bbom@madg ., 0396000b mdFHoob-
ddméemol boGol dmggmornmds, mdomabon, 1994

(Skhirtladze, The Revetment of the Portaitissa Icon — Skhirtladze Z., The Revetment
of the Portaitissa Icon, Tbilisi, 1994).

Jomoemob 36m36938s, 8. IV — d58mbadgoman 3obyd@n, ombgms bodgggmbs bs-
Jomnggmmbs, ,Jomnmab (3bm3Mgds”, &94LGn oagbama yggmes doGomawo
bambsbgmnl dobgogom b. yoybhadzomab dogm, §. IV, mdamabon, 1973

(Kartlis Tskhovreba, Vol. 1V — Vakhushti Bagrationi, Description of the Kingdom of
Georgia, In: “Kartlis Tskhovreba”, Vol. IV, The text is established from all major ma-
nuscripts by S. Qaukhchishvili, Tbilisi, 1973).

yogbRaodgama, bogommggmmb 396adbyema — yoybRodgomo o., bogomozg-
mb 8gEdbaemo bsmbgmgdol yomm3abo, mdomabo, 1951

(Qaukhchishvili, Corpus of Greek Inscriptions — Qaukhchishvili T., Corpus of Greek
Inscriptions of Georgia, Tbilisi, 1951).

goybRadgaman, bosgsMmmggemmb 39mdbyemn — yombRndzoma o., bogomoszg-
mb 89@mdbaemo 6s6b9m930L 3mE3960, mdoemabo, 2009

(Qaukhchishvili, Corpus of Greek Inscriptions — Qaukhchishvili T., Corpus of Greek
Inscriptions of Georgia, Tbilisi, 2009).

Robmadg, bzgdnibmgemob dmbs§ayemmdsbn — hobmadg 6., bggdabmzemol

Imbo@memmdsbo, 3Ggdmmo: ,L3gGobmzgmn”, Mgosd@meo: g. doMmadady,
»daaobo, 2010, 3. 237-262

(Chikhladze, Paintings of Svetitskhoveli — Chikhladze N., Paintings of Svetitskhove-
[i, In: “Svetitskhoveli”, Edited by G. Sharashidze, Tbilisi, 2010, pp. 237-262).
bmmgdse 6dnwnbs 60bmabn — (;6mm9352 6dnwobs bobmebn, Ladg3bngMm
3690mmo: ,630b0s babm®, I, 3Mmgd@ob 538 ™Mo s bgmddmgsbgma: A. bomos-
dg, mdomabo, 2008, a3. 9-34

(The Life of Saint Nino — The Life of Saint Nino, In: Scientific Collection “Saint
Nino”, Vol. I, Project author and manager: R. Siradze, Tbilisi, 2008, pp. 9-34).
Imga392 Jomoremaboe — dmyi3930¢ Jomoremobse, dIdTTIBN, b. | (V-X LL.),
»damabo, 1963, Gq36. 2020, a3. 81-163

(The Conversion of Kartli — The Conversion of Kartli, In: “Monuments of Old
Georgian Hagiographic Literature”, Book I (5"-10" centuries), Ed. by Il. Abuladze,
Thilisi, 1963, Reprint 2020).

268



gogobsdg, 3mbLGEI6G0bMm3memal Lsbbsyemdmgdgn bobggdo — dogobady
b., gmbbBob6EbM3memals bobbomemdmJdgn bobggdn s XI-XIV bow 39699800
Jomoamno gg@mbgmaemo bsgdo, 6533. 3gmeg, LU, 6, 2005, a3. 73-88
(Chichinadze, Miraculous Icons of Constantinople — Chichinadze N., Miraculous
Icons of Constantinople and Georgian Painted Icons of the 11"-14" Centuries, “Sakar-
tvelos Sidzveleni” [“Georgian Antiquities”], 6, 2005, pp. 73-88).

dogobsdg, duo bomimbggdolb — godabody 6., dno bowymbggdol JoGormema
bo&bgmo, XI-XIV bow3969980L 039669699cm0 bs§gdo bzobgomowsb, mdoemabo,
2011

(Chichinadze, Medieval — Chichinadze N., Medieval Georgian Icon-Painting, 11" -
14" Century Painted Icons from Svaneti, Thilisi, 2011).

gogobsdg, s0:mbal donb ngammbab — dogobsdy b., soxmbols dornls ngo@Gmbols
Jotrmz9crcns dmbsbBgmo s dobo bgenmzbydol m9369 89680308 Godmmyg go-
3odz0emob ,808mbmgs“-dn, LL, 24,2021, 43. 213-224

(Chichinadze, Georgian Monastery of Iviron at Athos — Chichinadze N., Georgian
Monastery of Iviron at Athos and Representations of its Arts in Timothe Gabashvili's
Travels, “Sakartvelos Sidzveleni” [“Georgian Antiquities”], 24, 2021, pp. 213-224).
bybgngady, ggemscmal dmdsnzs — byl gngadg m., ggemscmal dmdsn o, mdamo-
Lo, 2005

(Khuskivadze, The Mosaic of Gelati — Khuskivadze L., The Mosaic of Gelati, Thilisi,
2005).

Bury, Iveron — Bury J. B., Iveron and our Lady of the Gate, “Hermathena”, Vol. 10,
N23, 1897, a3. (pp.) 71-72.

Chryssochoidis, The Portaitissa icon — Chryssochoidis K., The Portaitissa icon
at the Iveron monastery and the cult of the Virgin on Mount Athos, In: M. Vassilaki
(Ed.), “Images of the Mother of God”, Aldershot, 2005
https://www.myriobiblos.gr/texts/english/chryssochoidis_portaitissa.html
(30053mB3gdal momomo: 10.03. 2025, Accessed: 10.03.2025).

Kalopissi-Verti, The Proskinetarion of the Templon — Kalopissi-Verti S., The
Proskinetarion of the Templon and Narthex: Form, Imagery, Spatial Connections, and
Reception, In: “Thresholds of the Sacred: Architectural, Art Historical, Liturgical, and
Theological Perspectives on Religious Screens, East and West”, Ed. by S. Gerstel,
Washington, D. C. 2006, a3. (pp.) 107-134.

Matziris (et al.), Gardens and trees — Matziris E., Bakirtzi O. Ch., Papaioannou A.,
Gardens and trees in the Garden of Virgin Mary, In: “Abstracts of Prospective spea-
kers for the third Scientific workshop of the Mount Athos Center”, Mount Athos Cen-
ter, 2018, a3. (p.) 29.

Melvani, The Middle Byzantine — Melvani N., The Middle Byzantine Sanctuary
Barriers of Mount Athos: Templon and Iconostasis, Athen, 2015, a3. (pp.) 305-336.
Natsvlishvili, Queen Consort Mariam — Natsvlishvili N., Queen Consort Mariam
Dadiani and Female Architectural Patronage in Late Medieval Georgia, In: “Staging

269



the Ruler’s Body in Medieval Cultures, A Comparative Perspective”, Ed. by M. Bacci,
G. Grigorian and M. Studer-Karlen, Turnhout, 2023, a3. (pp.) 52-78.

Paliobeis, Impressions of pilgrims — Paliobeis S., Impressions of pilgrims and trave-
lers from the “Visitors’ Book™ of the Holy Supervision of the Mount Athos from 1874
to 1912, In: “Abstracts of Prospective speakers for the third Scientific workshop of the
Mount Athos Center”, Mount Athos Center, 2018, a3. (pp.) 31.

Skhirtladze, The Original Cladding — Skhirtladze Z., The Original Cladding of the
Portaitissa Icon, OC, 89, 2005, a3. (pp.) 148-219.

Studer-Karlen, Old Testament Prefigurations — Studer-Karlen M., Old Testament
Prefigurations of the Mother of God in Medieval Georgian Iconography, In: “Cultu-
ral Interactions in Medieval Georgia”, Ed. by M. Bacci, T. Kaffenberger, M. Studer-
Karlen, Wiesbaden, 2018, a3. (pp.) 89-114.

Vapheiades, The wall-paintings — Vapheiades K., The wall-paintings of the Protaton
Church revisited, “Zograf”, 43, 2019, a3. (pp.) 113-128.

Vapheiades, A reassessment of Middle — Vapheiades K., A reassessment of Middle
Byzantine monumental painting on Mount Athos. Patronage, dating and style, “Zog-
raf”, 45, 2021, a3. (pp.) 79-102.

Vokotopoulos, Note sur I’icone — Vokotopoulos P. L., Note sur l’icone de la Vierge
Portaitissa, “Zograf”, 25,1996, a3. (pp.) 27-30

(Vokotopoulos, Note on the icone — Vokotopoulos P. L., Note on the icon of the Virgin
Portaitissa, “Zograf”, 25, 1996, pp. 27-30).

Weyl Carr, The Mother of God — Weyl Carr A., The Mother of God in Public, In:
“Mother of God Representations of the Virgin in Byzantine Art”, Ed. by M. Vassilaki,
Milan and Athens, 2000, a3. (pp.) 325-337.

Bbeabrunr, Odpa3 u Kynem — benvtunr X., O6pasz u Kynem, Mocksa, 2002

(Belting, Image and Cult — Belting H., Image and Cult, Moscow, 2002).
MypaBbeBb, I py3us — MypasbeBs A., [ pysus u Apwenus, Yacts I, Canxt-IleTepOypr,
1848

(Muravyov, Georgia — Muravyov A., Georgia and Armenia, Part 1, Saint Petersburg,
1848).

HarpoeB, Muxemv u eco Cooopv Ceéemu-L{xogeenu — Hatpoes A., Myxems u eco
Cobopv Ceemu-1[xosenu, Ucmopuko-apxeonocuueckoe onucanue, Tudmmcs, 1900
(Natroev, Mtskheta and It’s Temple Sveti-Tskhoveli — Natroev A., Mtskheta and Its
Temple Sveti-Tskhoveli, Historical-archeological Description, Tiflis, 1900).
Harpoes, Heepckuit Monacmoips — Hatpoes A., Usepckuii Monacmuipo na Agone
6v Typyuu, Ha OOHOMD U3 BbLICMYNO8b XAIKUOOHCKA20 noiayocmposa, Tudmucs, 1909
(Natroev, Iveron Monastery — Natroev A., Iveron Monastery on Mount Athos in Tur-
key on one of the protrusions of Chalkidiki Peninsula, Tiflis, 1909).

270



Lali Osepashvili

The Image of the Virgin with Child in the Painting
of the Western Tympanum of Svetitskhoveli
and the Question of Its Donor

Summary

The aim of this paper is to study the composition of the Virgin with Child depicted on
the western tympanum of Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. Not much has been written abo-
ut the icon in scientific literature. Researchers associated the image with the famous
Portaitissa Icon from the Iveron Monastery on Mount Athos. However, no thorough re-
search exists. The inscription in Mkhedruli script mentions that the entire gate was re-
novated by Varlam Exarchos (a Georgian by origin, son of David, the Duke of Ksani),
and also records the date: October 1, 1813. I believe that, at the time, the appropriate
course of action would have been to renew and restore the existing painting rather than
to create an entirely new composition. This view is supported by a detailed study and
analysis of the iconography, artistic technique, and historical evidence — particularly
the identification of the donor as a 17"-century figure. The southern wall of the gate
contains a stone commemorating Catholicos Domentius, indicating the date of his de-
ath as 1676. Paleographers and historians have identified him as Doment’ius III, Cat-
holicos-Patriarch of Georgia (1660-1676) and a cousin of Vakhtang V, a representative
of the Mukhrani branch of the Bagrationi dynasty. It appears that the painting on the
western tympanum of the temple dates to this period and may, in fact, represent a copy
or renewal of an earlier work. I attribute the donorship to Ashotan Mukhranbat’oni, the
brother of Doment’ius 111, who rose to prominence during the reign of George XI and
was actively involved in activities on Mount Athos between 1672 and 1688. It is reaso-
nable to assume that during this period, the Athonite type of the Virgin’s iconography
appeared in Svetitskhoveli, and its presence in the church known as Sioni is perceived
as entirely natural. In 1892, the composition was repainted and restored together with
the altar decoration.

In earlier periods, the image of the Virgin as the Theotokos (God-bearer) evol-
ved into that of the Heavenly Queen, the “Supernatural Protector”, becoming a visual
symbol associated with victory, intercession and salvation. This is why her icon was
depicted at the main entrance of the church.

At the same time, it is important to note that at the beginning of the 16™ cen-
tury, a period of renewed activity and restoration also commenced on Mount Athos.
Notably, between 1500 and 1504, under the patronage of the atabeg (governor) of
Samtskhe, the icon of Portaitissa — also known as the Iviron icon — was adorned with
a carved cover. This iconographic type, featuring the Archangels Michael and Gabriel
worshipping the Virgin and the Christ Child, became widely disseminated. Scholars
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who study the relics, manuscripts, and other artifacts of Mount Athos have identified
compelling parallels in this context. Athos is called “The garden of the Virgin” (this
name has been established since the early 16™ century), and the icons of the Virgin, in
miraculous traditions and narratives, are referred to as the “flowers of this garden”. If
we recall, according to ,,The Life of Saint Nino* the king decided to build a temple in
the royal garden, and rightly so, the “pillar of life” was erected here.

Thus, it becomes clear that the conceptual connection between the triumphal,
solemn composition of the Virgin with Christ and the Archangels serves as an expres-
sion of heavenly glorification, welcoming us before we enter the temple and guiding
us toward that paradise, where the “pillar of life” sprouted and was established, like a
new “tree of life.” There, the robe of the Lord was buried — an object that, according to
tradition, the Savior will wear at the Second Coming.
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Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. View from the west side.

The Virgin with Child. The west Tympanum of Svetitskhoveli Cathedral (17" cen-
tury).

The Virgin with Child. The west Tympanum of Svetitskhoveli Cathedral.

The Virgin with Child. The west Tympanum of Svetitskhoveli Cathedral (Scheme).
Epithapios of Doment’i II1. The west Gate of Svetitskhoveli Cathedral (1676).

The Mother of God type of Nicopeia, Mural of Sanctuary of At’eni Sioni (11"
century) (The Sergo Kobuladze Monuments Photo Recording Laboratory, the G.
Chubinashvili National Research Center for Georgian Art History and Heritage
Preservation).

The Mother of God type of Nicopeia, Mural of the Sanctuary of At’eni Sioni. Detail
(The Sergo Kobuladze Monuments Photo Recording Laboratory, the G. Chubinash-
vili National Research Center for Georgian Art History and Heritage Preservation).
The Mother of God type of Nicopeia, Mural of the Sanctuary of At’eni Sioni.
Fragment — Christ (The Sergo Kobuladze Monuments Photo Recording Laboratory,
the G. Chubinashvili National Research Center for Georgian Art History and
Heritage Preservation).

The Mother of God type of Nicopeia, Sanctuary Mosaic of Gelati (12" century) (The
Sergo Kobuladze Monuments Photo Recording Laboratory, the G. Chubinashvili
National Research Center for Georgian Art History and Heritage Preservation).
The Mother of God type of Nicopeia, Sanctuary Mosaic of Gelati. Detail (The Sergo
Kobuladze Monuments Photo Recording Laboratory, the G. Chubinashvili National
Research Center for Georgian Art History and Heritage Preservation).

The Mother of God type of Nicopeia, Sanctuary Mosaic of Gelati. Fragment — Christ
(The Sergo Kobuladze Monuments Photo Recording Laboratory, the G. Chubinash-
vili National Research Center for Georgian Art History and Heritage Preservation).
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Photos 1-2 and 5 — taken by the Author.

3 — Photo by D. Ermakov, Photo was taken from the book: A. Natroev, Mtskheta and It'’s
Temple Sveti-Tskhoveli, Historical-archeological Description, 1900, Between pages 182
and 183.

4 — The Scheme taken from: N. Chikhladze, Paintings of Svetitskhoveli, 2010, p. 301.
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Kitty Machabeli

Ivane Javakhishvili
and Georgian Art

It is difficult to find a field of Kartvelology to whose development Ivane Javakhishvili
did not contribute. His scientific range was wide, his research interests were versatile.
Among the many issues that the scientist studied, the history of Georgian art occupied
an important place. The article is dedicated to the contribution of Iv. Javakhishvili to
the study of the history of Georgian art. From the very first steps of his activity, he paid
great attention to the issues of researching the history of Georgian material culture. In
his works, he repeatedly noted the importance of national art monuments in the history
of the country. Iv. Javakhishvili firmly maintained that the study of art history must
follow two complementary approaches: analysis of written sources and examination
of material remains.

The scientist attached special importance to identifying ancient terminology
related to art in written sources and their use in the study of art monuments. The scien-
tist continued to search for information about art monuments in Georgian and foreign
sources throughout his career.

Of particular importance in the study of the history of Georgian architectu-
re is Iv. Javakhishvili’s work “The Art of Construction in Ancient Georgia”, which
is essentially a serious study of medieval Georgian architecture. The work collects
ancient terms related to construction art and provides an impressive picture of the de-
velopment of Georgian secular and religious architecture. The scientist sees ancient
Georgian construction art on a large scale and focuses on medieval Georgian fresco art
and the problems of creating a historical portrait.

The research of Iv. Javakhishvili devoted to various spheres of Georgian ma-
terial culture is important; among which the research devoted to Georgian historical
clothing is noteworthy, in which a completely new approach is used to this most im-
portant issue of the history of Georgian culture. The issues of the history of Georgian
weapons, military equipment, furniture and utensils are also investigated. These studi-
es are accompanied by numerous examples of old Georgian terminology.

The article discusses Iv. Javakhishvili’s contribution to the development of mu-
seum work in Georgia, his active work in the Georgian State Museum, his participation
in organizing the 750" anniversary exhibition of “The Knight in the Panther’s Skin”,
and his care for the creation of ethnographic museums in various parts of Georgia.

The role of Iv. Javakhishvili in the development of Georgian archaeology, his
contribution to the creation of the foundations of medieval archaeology, and his role in
the work of archaeological expeditions in the Mtskheta region are emphasized.
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Iv. Javakhishvili used the works of art as “historical documents”, of which we
have numerous examples in his works. When discussing the successful eras of the co-
untry, he uses outstanding examples of art as illustrations.

The article particularly notes Iv. Javakhishvili’s care for the protection of art
monuments, and shows the deeply understood measures for the preservation of cultu-
ral heritage. The researcher especially notes the importance of medieval Georgian his-
torical sculpture and painting for the study of the country’s history and the necessity of
their special protection. Iv. Javakhishvili’s contribution to the study of national music
is also discussed.

In Iv. Javakhishvili’s works, in which he touches on a wide range of issues of
the history of Georgian art, we see how a century ago the great Georgian scientist cared
about problems that are still relevant for the study of art history and the development
of modern art.
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Erga Shneurson

Performative Aspects of the Georgian
Facades Decoration

In the introduction to his book Likeness and Presence, Hans Belting states that ima-
ges have gained power and influence, which theologians sought to strip them of.! The
Church had tried, but controlling images through words has never been easy. Images
have tremendous power as well as limitations. A work of art’s inherent capability to
engage audiences and to set them in motion within the structures of a given work, le-
ading viewers from beginning to end to involvement, travel through stages along con-
verging and diverging paths.

Medieval Georgia adorns a vast repertoire of monumental sculptural decorati-
ons of churches’ fagades that emerged in Georgia in the wake of Christianity.

Standing in front of a sculpted fagade such as the sixth-seventh century Jvari
Church or Samtavisi Cathedral of the early eleventh century (figs. 1, 2), one can ima-
gine and even feel the transformative process the medieval beholder may have under-
gone.

= : e e

Fig. 1. Jvari Church. South facade.’

" Belting, Likeness and Presence, p. 1.
2 All images were taken by Erga Shneurson, unless otherwise written.
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Fig. 2. Samtavisi Cathederal. South east facade.

Upon approaching a church, the silhouette of the decorative system becomes
clearer, surprisingly rich, and astonishing in its proportions, rhythm, and beauty, even
today. The fagades sculpture (metaphorically seen as a veil), incorporated in the blind
arches, thus evoked religious feelings and exaltation in the beholder, activating him
to cross the liminal threshold of the fagade’s veil in his pursuit to unite with the One.
The inherent power of the image was thus used to pursue multivalent values, deliver
religious messages, and manifest their politics to the faithful.

The motifs of the blind arches, niches, and sculpture, found in most Georgian
churches throughout the centuries, created a visual language integrated into Georgian
art, embodying the concealing/revealing metaphor of the parochet (the veil covering
the tabernacle’s entrance, according to Exodus 19:12-13; Exodus 40:21)."

' On Georgian fagades sculpture: Shneurson, A Veil of Sacredness, pp. 313-338; Dadiani,
Khundadze, Kvachatadze, Medieval Georgian Sculpture; Djobadze, FEarly Medieval
Georgian Monasteries, Djobadze, The Sculpture on the Eastern Fagade of the Holy Cross of
Mitzkheta; Beridze, Alpago-Novello, Lafontaine-Dosogne, Art and Architecture; Aladashvili,
Monumentalnaya Skulptura.
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The veil, curtain, or parochet was used here to delineate the facades as sacred
spaces in which the reliefs and sculptures initiated a hierophany, an eruption of holi-
ness.

The facade of Samtavisi Cathedral (fig. 2) is a critical test case for the evolu-
tion of the facades of sculpted Georgian churches. The non-figurative program offers
the possibility for growth and expansion in the interpretative framework for the scul-
ptural system, which focuses on the potential of evoking an intuitive and imaginative
response. The Griffon and the other reliefs are almost free-standing sculptures, stylized
as an abstract cycle, thus suggesting the real presence of the Divine in the ecclesiasti-
cal space. Consequently, this raises the question of how the beholder experienced such
an artistic program. What power does the artwork have that affects viewers, both then
and now?

The article consists of three main elements. The relationship between the scul-
pted fagade and the viewer. Crossing the fagade, the beholders underwent a spiritual
transformation, analogous to crossing the tabernacle veil/parochet, and the implicati-
ons for how the beholder perceived crossing the liminal threshold of the fagades. The
next stage is to study the fagades as an “experience”. Gadamer’s theory of experience
analyzes how it can be applied to the viewer’s receptiveness to the sculptures and the
symbolic language created on the facades. The third and final part of the study is con-
cerned with the performative aspects of the sculpted fagades and examples of the pos-
sible performative acts that occurred in front of or around the church edifices.

1. Facades as Liminal Zone
and Transition

The fagades serve as a liminal zone between the outer material world and the inner spi-
rituality of the house of God. The sacred veil unfolding on the facades mediated God’s
presence to the approaching worshipper. Entering the Holy of Holies,' thus alters the
church’s interior and exterior into one whole and perfect entity. Hence, upon ente-
ring the house of God, the congregant first crossed the sacred liminal threshold of the
fagade and experienced spiritual exaltation in the desire to unite with the One. Thus,
the symbolic decorative system across the facade suggested a comprehensive approach
and fulfilled the desire to unify the interior and exterior of the church edifice.
Consequently, the relationship between the viewers and the ornamented
facades created the sacred space in the context of “performativity”.? Facing the scul-
pted facades, the mental state of the beholders underwent changes that transformed

" Which became accessible to Christians through the death of Jesus.

2 Matters of performance are discussed in: Weigert, Performance, pp. 61-95; Suydman, Ziegler,
Performance and Transformation; Pentcheva, The Performative Icon; Pentcheva, The Sensual
Icon, Space; Gertsman, Visualizing Medieval Performance.
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them from a passive viewer into an active worshipper. Therefore, the sculpted details
were meant to reveal the Divine’s presence on the fagades and in the surrounding
landscape, as well as to reveal performative aspects beyond the limitations of the static
sacred image, and become a wide-ranging and transformative act.

Originating in modernist archaeological practices and formalist approaches,
the studies of medieval Georgian churches have overlooked thus far the spiritual as-
pects orchestrated by architecture, sculpture, and painting. The same approach intensi-
fied through an excessive focus on the decorative object. Therefore, as Trkulja claimed
concerning the reception of medieval art, “The decorative program of the fagade can
only be understood if we divest our thinking from art as an object to art as experien-
ce”.! Thus, sculptures are meant to be read as drama taking place on the fagades. It
is as if the worshipper who crosses this threshold and enters the church is essentially
proceeding into the Holy of Holies.

2. Experience

Before moving on to a discussion of performance, I would first like to look at the idea
of the facades as an “experience”. The expression “experience” demands further at-
tention because it is applied to the viewer’s receptiveness. Medieval signs, symbols,
and image theory are derived from Neoplatonic treatises. Pseudo Dionysius’s doctrine
has already reiterated the Platonic idea of a schism between sign and thing, body and
anima, bringing to the surface the symbolic capacity of the object to mediate compre-
hensible realities. However, our contemporary culture can only grasp the decorative
program on the fagades by diverting our thinking from art as an object to art as an ex-
perience.?

The essence of “experience” has been examined at great depth and from a
comprehensive perspective by Hans Georg Gadamer in his book 7ruth and Method.
He says, “Everyone who experiences a work of art incorporates this experience wholly
within himself”.* Experience, in Gadamer’s understanding, comprises a broad her-
meneutic perspective and meaning beyond experiencing a text. Works of art have in
their essence the quality or state of being coincidental or contemporary, which allows
them to address the viewers directly, with a particular immediacy, despite the pas-
sing of time.* Gadamer analyzes “experience” by focusing on symbol and allegory
to perceive the place and role of the sacred in art; hence, he refers to something more
significant beyond its external appearance. He refers here to the religious and sacra-

! Trkulja, Divine Revelation Performed, pp. 214-247.

2 Only then can we grasp the uniqueness of the system of blind arches with its exceptional
sculptures as a metaphoric veil or parochet that unfolds across the church fagades.

$ Gadamer, Truth and Method, pp. 102, 353-355.

4 Hafiz, The Place of the Sacred, p. 99.
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mental.! According to Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite, the symbols are the sensory
tool representing God, which the human mind, accustomed to the world of senses, can
grasp intuitively.? This act leads to the knowledge of the divine up to a certain point.
Thus, symbols mediate between visible and invisible, revealing God’s presence on the
sculpted fagades. Gadamer goes beyond the state of mind of the creator and spectators,
stating that experience is the “mode of being of the work of art itself”.> He sees the
work of art as something graspable by or comparable to the concept of a game, which
means that the experience of art is similar to the experience of a game, with the vie-
wer losing themselves in it. Experiencing art reflects the truth in the artwork. Gadamer
claims that “it is possible to know the divine in no other way than by starting from the
world of the senses”.* In this respect, Gadamer’s statement echoes Pseudo-Dionysius
the Areopagite’s assertion that only by leaving one’s senses behind can one exalt one-
self in one’s pursuit to unite with the One. However, a human being can only begin this
journey when occupied with the senses. According to Gadamer’s theory, experiencing
art is compared to a game.® The game and the world of art have the independent status
“of existence from its creator, player, and spectator”. However, determining the work
of art as something resulting from an event of truth plays a central role in this ‘game’.
Games and Art consist of self-representation.’

The work of art does not stand as an object by itself. Instead, it is an experi-
ence that changes the person who experiences it. Concerning religious art in Georgia,
the sculpted fagades acted not solely as artwork. Rather, they initiated a whole chain
reaction: reliefs versus beholders “playing the game”, allowing them to experience an
eruption of truth, extracting strong emotions, moving by processions, prayers, music,
and sublime landscapes. Artwork poses a challenge to the viewers in their existence,
primarily due to the appearance of artwork as mimetic, self-reflective, and repre-
sentational of someone.® Mimesis establishes the relationship between ‘religion’,
‘God’, and ‘Art’ throughout the Middle Ages.’ Religious rites and symbols represent
something beyond themselves, potentially the infinite whole, taking the viewer with
them to experience the truth resulting from the drama enacted on the fagades. Gadamer
investigates “experiencing” artwork through the eyes of the contemporaneous viewer
in medieval times.!* He does not differentiate between the media of the work.

" Gadamer, Truth and Method, p. 63.

2 Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite, The Ecclesiastical Hierarchy, p. 198.
3 Gadamer, Truth and Method, pp. 83-84.

4 Idem, p. 63.

5 Gadamer, Truth and Method, pp. 101-110, 115-117, 128-131.

6 Idem, pp. 128-131.

7 Gadamer, Truth and Method, pp. 115-117.

8 Hafiz, The Place of the Sacred, p. 115.

9 Gadamer, Truth and Method, p. 105.

0 For further discussion of Gadamer’s investigation of ‘experiencing’, see Franeta, Gadamer s
Hermeneutics, pp. 219-234.
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Jelena Trkulja’s investigation accurately reflects the experience of facade
sculpture in Byzantium during the late period of the empire. It raises the question of
the Byzantine church exteriors’ effect on the observer.! Trkulja, though, shared with
Gadamer the understanding of the value of the artwork and its implication on the ob-
server. She offers viewers insight into the importance of exterior ornaments. Moreover,
she asks how people perceive and experience the churches while viewing them within
their daily community life. While it may be speculation to imagine how contempora-
neous viewers may have reacted to the fagades sculpture, it is reasonable, considering
what we see today on the fagades.

Fagades sculpture appears to have been a significant and deliberate choice in
medieval Georgia’s art, designed in the same manner as the church’s interior and crea-
ting a hierotopy of architectural construction to define sacred space. The fagades orna-
ments engage the cognitive skills of the viewers, evoking the viewer’s response to the
drama on the facades, initiating mental transformation and exaltation, and revealing
God’s presence in them. In many cases, Georgia, a mountainous country, dominated
the landscape that endowed the sculptures and the biblical scenes with a supernatural
realm. The nature of the sublime decoration channeled the core dogmas and turned the
facades into a message board of Divine Revelation.

The topographic position of the edifice, the large surface of the facade, towe-
ring over the surroundings, the sublime scenery, and the scenes depicted on the facade
bore a semiotic potentiality to convey biblical thoughts and political messages. The
sculptures changed how the congregation experienced the church edifice before ente-
ring the House of God. The edifices with the sculpted decoration manifest their presen-
ce in reality and in a tangible way. The standing edifices, with their vast exterior reliefs
spread throughout the country, tell a unique story. The architectural framework reflects
a spiritual atmosphere and symbolism surrounding the church, which tells a story of
exclusive choice — fagades sculpture — to express the feelings, aspirations, religious
faith, and beliefs of the initiators of the edifice and the local viewers.

3. Performance Acting in Front
of or for the Beholder

The fagade sculpture does not stand as a mode of decoration separate from other parts
of the church, its interior, rituals, or its performative context. Together with the mo-
numental fresco program of the interior, the church furniture, light, fragrance, and
music, the decorated church fagades created conditions for the performance of the
liturgy and for experiencing the Divine’s presence. Their striking visual appearance
promoted aesthetic enjoyment, while their semiotic potency stirred associations with

! Trkulja, Divine Revelation Performed, p. 214.
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the Divine beauty.! Otto Demus provided theoretical reflections on the scheme of the
Byzantine church interior, dividing it into a tripartite painted program that guided the
eye of the beholders upwards, gradually ‘lifting’ them into the Heavenly realm.? Each
zone of the church has its role within the comprehensive architectural and decorative
program, destined to convey the divine message. The exterior also possesses a hierar-
chical program destined to carry and transmit the Divine Light, but communicates it
differently.> In Georgia, the exterior ornamental elements lack linear narratives. The
educational message is hidden behind the symbolism of the reliefs and the natural
signs, theophanies, and sculptured scenes. Thus, the facades’ decoration acts strikingly
to activate the beholders, initiating them to perform rites, procession, and prayers whi-
le facing the facades.

Performance is understood as the enactment of something in front of and for
the sake of the beholder.* In a broader sense, it is “all the activity of a given parti-
cipant on a given occasion which serves to influence in any way any of the other
participants”.> While the first part of the definition relates to performance as acting
in front of a passive viewer, the second includes the viewer in the event. It activates
them and is therefore encapsulated in the hierotopical perception. The church fagades
communicated with the viewer through a decorative system of signs. They triggered
a cognitive process through the physical senses. As Nelson, Pentcheva, Eliade, and
Pseudo Dionysius the Areopagite discussed, in this respect. Natural signs are shapes
that do not depend on their being understood in context, culture, or convention. They
are found in nature and bear an innate quality to communicate essential ideas. Pseudo
Dionysius the Areopagite discussed, at length, the theme of symbols-signs-images, sta-
ting “Representation in a bodily way and multiple shapes and forms be given to what
has neither shape nor form”.® The decoration gives meaning to the structures, which in
turn initiates the act of cognition. This process is based on the potentiality of a semi-
otic value in the decoration and the image’s power.” Regarding the sculpted fagades,
the performative process can transmit notions of the Divine through associating simple
forms. Christian narrative cycles demand some knowledge of the scriptures, which the
ordinary Christian viewer of the era possessed only on a fundamental level.

" Trkulja, Divine Revelation Performed, p. 230.

2 Demus, Byzantine Mosaic Decoration.

3 Idem, Byzantine Mosaic Decoration, pp. 230-231.

“Weigert, Experience Performance, p. 62.

5 Gertsman, Visualizing Medieval Performance, p. 2.

¢ Pseudo-Dionysius, Letters, Letter Nine, 1105 A, C, pp. 281, 283. For a discussion of “natural
signs”, senses, their implications on human behavior and their use in art, see Pentcheva, The
Sensual Icon; Nelson, To Say and to See, pp. 143-168; Eliade, The Sacred and the Profane;
Turner, Liminal to Liminoid, p. 27; Evans, Natural Signs and Knowledge of God.

7 Freedberg, The Power of the Images.
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Natural signs, on the other hand, work intuitively. Evans states in his book
Natural Signs that they are inconclusive as ‘proofs’.! Rather, their importance lies in
their powers. Harrington claims that natural forms are essentially material, but within
the context of sacred symbols, they also indirectly reveal the Divine.? Accordingly, to
be understood, natural signs like a circle do not depend on context, culture, or conven-
tion. A circle originates from nature, as do waves and other shapes.* Natural signs that
bear the quality of movement, and sometimes luminosity, may appear in three dimen-
sions and rotations. Historically, the whirling discs are believed to be miraculous signs
with physical powers that are representative of the Logos.*

The viewer’s consciousness, initiated by visual forms and architecture, is sup-
plemented by the cognitive process. Examining the church fagades’ ornaments is a
process based on their heuristic potential. This also relates to the transmission of abst-
ract ideas regarding the divine in an associative way with the forms. Decoration com-
posed of natural signs presents simple geometric forms that enable the viewer to draw
an immediate connection between the sign and the symbolized, just as smoke suggests
fire. The circle/disc holds the ability to communicate using intuition, which is their co-
re idea.’ These signs, often appearing on Georgian church fagades, imply eternity and
perfection.

The viewer’s participation in the religious drama evoked by the decorated
fagade created the spatial setting of the hierotopical imagery. The ornamented fagades
had the semiotic ability to interpret the theological and philosophical perceptions that
the fagades were endowed with and initiated the process of thinking and spiritual exul-
tation. They remained uninterrupted throughout art history and were independent from
any cultural values. Signs and symbols were mediated between the viewer and God’s
presence on the fagades, facilitating the understanding of the decorative system.

This is also the case with the decorative circles in Nikortsminda, for example
(fig. 3). The intuitive or natural use of forms saturated with religious scenes reinforces
the beholder’s understanding of God’s invisible and abstract presence.

! “Individual can recognize the natural signs that lie at the core of an argument, and see these
signs as having genuine force”. Evans, Natural signs and Knowledge of God, p. 2.

2 Harrington, Sacred Place, p. 49.

3 To answer the question of how one draws the connection between, for example, the full circle
and eternity, one needs to look at the moon and to read Ezekiel’s vision in Ezekiel 1:16-18.
In this verse, he presented the image of the wheels to allude to the circle and its perfection as
God created it. The sign can direct an individual to the reality of its inherent meaning without
any process of interpretation. The sign is something that makes truth more evident to someone.
Evans, Natural Signs and Knowledge of God, pp. 3-4.

4Archeological evidence points to the earliest appearance of the rosette in Mesopotamia, during
the Middle Bronze Ages 2000-1200 B.C.E. Woodcock, The Rosette in the Late Second Temple
Period, pp. 56-57; Trkulja, Divine Revelation Performed, p.225.

® For discussion about the disc, see Trkulja, The Rose Window, pp. 143-161.
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Fig. 4. Oshki Church. South Fagade. Courtesy of Anzor Mtchedlishvili.
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The role of the sculptural frames and forms on the fagades was to capture the
viewer’s mind immediately. They played an instrumental role in this process by rea-
wakening the viewer’s knowledge about the sign deposited in the mind of the past.!
Understanding intuitively, conveniently, and straightforwardly requires a simple mode
of cognition from the beholder, less demanding than narrative descriptions. However,
at the same time, they are complex because of the ornament’s abstract nature and the
lack of intercession of narrative. The ordinary or illiterate beholder may not have had
the capacity to understand the semiotic messages and the profound philosophical and
theological perceptions of the decorative program on the church fagades. Nevertheless,
it is clear that upon facing the fagades, such as those of Oshki, Nikortsminda (figs. 3,
4), and other churches, and such as Samtavisi Cathedral (fig. 2), the viewer would be
overwhelmed with the beauty of this embellished system. Thus, they experienced a
spiritual exaltation appropriate to their level of theological knowledge, activating their
cognition, feelings, and senses.

In reality, only a few viewers could participate fully in the cognitive process;
most viewers would have engaged in the general performance of the church decora-
tion, namely, in its transformation into a sacred place. The worshippers probably first
saw the silhouette of the church from a distance. As they climbed the mountain or
came upon some close, elevated, or remote setting where many of the churches were
located, the building’s perception gradually increased as it came into complete focus.
Only upon reaching the church, the beholder gain a more definite impression of the
sculptures. These were probably perceived instantly and intuitively and did not initiate
any cognitive process. It seems that in the case of sculpted Georgian church fagades,
the purpose was to create a framework that gave rise to a supernatural, symbolic at-
mosphere, elevating the spirituality of the beholders and enabling them to climb up to
higher spheres in their quest to unite with the One.

4. Performing Processions
and Mental Transformation

The sculpted fagades are related to the edifice of the church as the center of the theolo-
gical concept and its exterior sculptures as the initial trigger for the mental transition of
human perception while facing the fagades. The ecclesiastical buildings were usually
the tallest and most prominent structures of a site, built of the most durable materials
and decorated uniquely. As such, they visually dominated the landscape. It is plausib-
le that the patrons were not ignorant of the semiotic potential of these large surfaces
towering over their surroundings. Rather, they used it in a sophisticated way for their
purposes.

'On depositing memories and recollecting them, read in: Carruthers, The Book of Memory, pp.
8-21, 77-78.
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The Jvari church (fig. 1) offers the possibility of a procession conducted aro-
und the church. Georgian chronicles provide information on gatherings and proces-
sions that were performed under and around the cross, depicted on the tympanum
entrance to the church. The chronicles described a gathering on Fridays and Thursdays
in Mtskheta, Jvari, and other churches, with the participation of the clergy and the Cat-
holicos.! The description indicates that the celebration of the cross in Georgian chur-
ches resembled the Jerusalem liturgy during the Holy Week, including the Adoration,
Exaltation — Display of the Cross, and liturgical processions.

Moreover, until the tenth century, the Georgian liturgy followed Jerusalem,
which was characterized as a stational liturgy.? Thus, processions and rites in front of
the cross are apparent, as the written sources describe, although their character and
details are not evident. The center of such processions in the Jvari church should have
been the cross in Clypeus borne by two angels, depicted in the tympanum of the ent-
rance to the church, as the chronicles indicate (fig. 1). At the west of the entrance on the
south facade, in an arched niche, reliefs of three figures can still be seen. It is impossib-
le to proceed from that point to the west due to the mountain’s steep slopes. The city of
Mtskheta (fig. 5) lies in the valley. From the entrance towards the east, additional signs
of relief indicate that a comprehensive sculptural program once existed. On the east
facade, one encounters the donor’s panels, inscriptions, and various ornamental reliefs
that are still spread over the fagades.

Fig. 5. City of Mtskheta
(View from Jvari Church toward the west).

" Thomson, The History of King Vaxt'ang Gorgasali, p. 236.

2 According Baldovin, The Urban Character of Christian Worship, p. 37, a ““stational liturgy’
is a service of worship at a designated church, shrine, or public place in or near a city or town,
on a designated feast, fast, or commemoration, which is presided over by the bishop or his
representative and intended as the local church’s main liturgical celebration of the day”.
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Consequently, the suggested possibility of a procession that originated under
the cross (fig. 1) could have moved to the west and then have been directed back to-
wards the east to the donor’s panels (fig. 6). Another possibility of the procession is to
dictate a path from the point of the gathering under the cross to the east. The possible
procession of clergy and catholicos was accompanied by prayers, hymns, carrying cru-
cifixes, and perhaps additional ritual objects and banners.

Fig. 6. Jvari. Donors panels.

Fig. 7. Oshki. Stylite west facade.
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The stational liturgies of Jerusalem, Rome, and Constantinople influenced the
choice of lectionary readings.' The clearest example of this is the adoption of the Je-
rusalem calendar in the early fifth century, together with lessons from liturgical celeb-
rations, by the Armenian and Georgian churches. Another influence upon Jerusalem’s
stational liturgy was developing the ‘entrance rite’s structure of the Eucharist discer-
ned in all three liturgies.? The structure of the ‘entrance rite’ is beyond the scope of this
study, but, at least by the early seventh century, there was an entrance psalm in the Je-
rusalem Eucharist, reflecting the close connections between Jerusalem — Georgia — and
Byzantium in this respect. Moreover, the Georgian Lectionary assigned an entrance
psalm for every Eucharistic celebration.

As early as the year 385, we read in Egeria’s diary about movement from one
station to another before and after Eucharist celebrations, combined with a gathering
of the faithful. Since Jerusalem was a central site of the birth of the Christian faith and
its significant events, the city naturally served as a model for several sites in Rome and
Constantinople and at the periphery of the Christian world. Apparently, outdoor pro-
cessions were ubiquitous in the Christian world and shaped by the Jerusalem model. It
is also clear that the /ize and the ‘entrance rite’ represent the outdoor public processions
that included the congregations. John Chrysostom, bishop of Constantinople (398-
404), organized such processions. He wrote homilies to describe them, for example,
depositing relics in a Martyrium, where it took place, indicating that the empress had
also participated in and funded the procession.’ Socrates Scholastikos and Sozomen,
both fifth-century Byzantine church historians who wrote about such processions in
Constantinople, also mentioned processions that took place at Antioch.*

The existence of processions in the Jvari church and the indications of other
outdoor processions shed light on their importance in public religious life in medie-
val Georgia. Liturgy and imagery sometimes worked together, enhancing each other’s
shared meanings. The notion of processions traveling through the architectural spaces,
guided by the sculpture of sacred scenes, appeared in all outdoor liturgical processi-
ons. This was an essential component of any experience of the beholder and essential
to public religious life. The act of leading and directing the worshippers through the
fagades, sculptures, and thus following the work of art repeats itself in Oshki church,
Nikortsminda church, and many others.

The Oshki church bore and displayed various new forms and ideas expressing
novel perceptions of that time. I employ the figures of two stylites, one on the western

" Baldovin, The Urban Character of Christian Worship, p. 240.

2Baldovin, The Urban Character of Christian Worship, p. 241.

3 John Chrysostom, Socrates Scholastikos and Sozomen wrote about the procession against
the Arians. Baldovin, The Urban Character of Christian Worship, pp. 183-185; Cotsonis,
Byzantine Figural Processional Crosses, p. 15 and note 25.

4 Crossley, Ductus and Memoria, p. 216.
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facade (fig. 7) and the other atop the sculpted column in the chapel featuring the south
arcade (fig. 8), to illustrate the new forms, ideas, and perceptions.!

Fig. 8. Oshki Church. Stylite-Column, south chapel.

The stylite figures were embedded in the national memory of Georgia for cen-
turies. Therefore, they functioned as memoria in the Georgian national perception and
played an essential role in extracting images from symbolic signs and language. In
Georgia, the stylite figures were highly appreciated, and they can be found in frescos,
icons, and sculptures. Georgia between the ninth and the thirteenth centuries reveals
several examples: Udabno church, tenth century (figs. 9,10,11), in the David Gareja
desert, where one of the oldest surviving stylite images is found.

" Udabno, photos by Lado Mirianashvili with translation of inscriptions; Eastmond, Skhirtladze,
Udabno Monastery in Georgia; Lafontaine-Dosogne, L’influence de culte de Saint Syméon
Stylite, p. 194.
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Fig. 9. Symeon the Elder. Courtesy of Lado Mirianashvili.
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Fig. 10. Symeon the Younger. Courtesy of Lado Mirianashvili.

317



| = f
l'.:‘ - & e
o S -

Fig. 11. Refectory, Udabno Church. Courtesy of Lado Mirianashvili.

The architecture and other visual elements merge to function as a primary di-
rectional path for the viewer. The Oshki’s south facade presents a unique example
of an open facade, comprising an elaborate arcade whose sculpture and colors can
still be seen today (fig. 12). Such a facade was probably created explicitly for those
processions and liturgy that began outside the church. The nature of such rituals is
unknown, and one can only assume their existence, however, from the lives of the
stylites regarding how people venerated them, gathering around the columns for reli-
gious purposes, resolving problems, and even for the Eucharist ritual.! The option of
holding the Eucharistic liturgy in the open landscape was carried out in the cases of
Symeon, the Stylite the Elder, and the Younger, as described in their vitae.? Theodoret
reported Symeon’s daily and nightly activities: praying, teaching, receiving requests
for healing, and resolving quarrels, reflecting the involvement of the two stylites in
various levels of the sacred ritual conducted in community ritual structures and daily
life.> When Symeon the Elder’s leg became rotten from wounds and was bound and

" Ashbrock-Harvey, The Stylite’s Liturgy, p. 525.

2 The Ecclesiastical History of Theodoret 1.13 states that “He holds communion with God”.
“The ecclesiastical history, dialogues, and letters of Theodoret”, 1.13. For the translation of
Theodoret’s description of Symeon’s life, see Doran, The Lives of Simeon Stylites, pp. 69-84;
Ashbrook Harvey, The Stylite’s Liturgy, p. 531.

3 Theodoret reported Symeon’s activities during the day and the night: prying, teaching,
receiving requests for healing, and resolving quarrels. The main steps of the customary structure
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constrained to his pillar, the congregation joined him in the Eucharistic rite underne-
ath it.! To include Symeon within the Eucharistic liturgy of the church, the church had
to move that liturgy outside its walls.? With this move, the sacred order enacted in the
church building was now performed outside in the landscape in front of the sculpted
facade. The Oshki church exemplifies the possibility of the ritual of the stylite, enacted
outside, in front of the southern open arcade.

I thus suggest that a possible ritual pathway existed that was paved by their
memoria, inculcated for centuries in the Georgian mind, by the devotion to the stylites,
their status, and popularity in Georgia, and by the visual ductus. The ductus movement
began at the west fagade with the sculpted Stylite the Younger (fig. 7). It then led thro-
ugh the open south arcaded fagade, passing the carved column topped with the Stylite
the Elder (fig. 8), the scenes sculpted on the facade with angels, foliage, and hunting
scenes. It then crossed the porch of the church with the overhead sculpture of the ar-
changels Michael and Gabriel (fig. 13), the massive eagle with a beast in its claws (fig.
14), and then, toward the east, where the beholder faced the large sculpted panels of
the donors flanking the Deesis (fig. 15).

S

Fig. 12. Oshki. South Facade.

of the Eucharist liturgy consisted of the proclamation and exposition of scripture, the recitation
of litanies of supplication and petition, the reconciliation of peace, and communion between the
human and the divine. Ashbrook Harvey, The Stylite s Liturgy, p. 531.

" Idem, p. 531.

2 Two conclusions are relevant to this study: first, the saint’s liturgical activity, could not be
extricated from its civic ramifications; and second, his ascetic discipline had a purpose only
when practiced within the discipline of the church as a civic community.
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Fig. 14. Oshki. Eagle with a Beast in its Claws.
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Fig. 15. Oshki. Donors Panels.

The longitudinal spine of the church, moving from west to east, accompanied
by the reliefs resembling a celestial sphere, is an all-important structure in this control-
led procession.! The beholders, confronted with sculptures, motifs, and themes strung
out along a pathway, provide the direction for the images’ theatrical equivalents, the li-
turgy of salvation through the mediation of the rulers flanking the Deesis. The path ref-
lects human participation in the imagery that the spatial stage evokes as the drama of
the sculpted scenes unfolds and the beholders’ performative involvement takes place.

Nikortsminda cathedral, dating from the beginning of the eleventh century, fe-
atures a myriad of reliefs of different biblical subjects. Such a vast program of theopha-
nies on the fagades was meant to appeal to the worshippers approaching the church, in-
viting them to participate in some kind of rite and thus influencing their state of mind.

The center of each facade is endowed with a relief portraying theophany — on
the west — Majestas Domini; south — Christ’s second coming; east — Metamorphosis.
Besides the theophanies, other themes are depicted (figs. 16, 17, 18).

! Crossley, Ductus and Memoria, p. 229.
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Fig. 16. Nikortsminda West. Majestas Domini.
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Fig. 17. Nikortsminda, South. Christ’s Second Coming.

Fig. 18. Nikortsminda, East. Metamorphosis.
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Consequently, the program was significantly occupied with spiritual topics and
flourished with vegetal, geometric, and figurative forms. The system of blind arches
creates a metaphorical parochet all over the church edifice, strengthening the dramatic
atmosphere enveloping the fagades. The dramatic presence of the theophanic scenes
attests to deep theological and philosophical meanings. Hence, these scenes reflect
comprehensive layers of religious and cultural concepts and philosophical notions.
The artisan’s or patron’s priority in Nikortsminda was to present an optimistic appro-
ach to the revelation scenes and to ignore any signs of the Last Day Judgment, punish-
ment, and threats. In the background, one should bear in mind the historical events of
the period.! The spiritual reading of the book of Revelation nourished eschatological
hopes for a better life and future, invoking expectations for Christ’s coming to estab-
lish his new kingdom on earth.?

In such an atmosphere, it is apparent that processions were part of the rituals
conducted in and around the church’s sublime location and inspirational artistic prog-
ram.

Fig. 19. Nikortsminda. Detail of North. Tympanum.

" The rulers Bagrat II1, David the Great, and their followers strove to unite Georgian provinces
under one central reign, thus marking the rise of national feelings and anticipations.

2 The western world christians understood John vision in a literal way as historical fact and in a
spiritual way, while between greek christians, believers in the east it was accepted as an alegory
and spiritual value. The book canonization by orthodoxy occurred in the fortheenth century.
Nevertheless the book had a vast influence on early chirstians, and between the fathers of the
church. McGinn, John s Apocalypse and the Apocalyptic Mentality, pp. 8, 18.
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In conclusion, the idea of the ductus generates an additional visible layer of
interpretation of the political connection between the fagades sculptures and their vie-
wers. From the movement pattern of the spectators and their observation of the scenes
or even partial details, they could extract the event and the whole story that it repre-
sented. The process of recollection was intensified by visual means of the architecture,
the sculptures, and probably also by the processions and prayers.! The ductus concept
led the beholders on a distinctive path around a particular accompanying rite, around
the church, or nearby. The landscape surrounding the holy site created a sacred atmos-
phere and thus intensified the spiritual feelings of the faithful before or after entering
the sacred place. Crossley’s statement in his article Ductus and Memoria states that
“the aim of this essay is to move from the cathedral as text to the cathedral as experi-
ence, and to explore the relationship between aesthetics and performance”. Thus, he
refers to the Gothic facades sculpture as a sacred book, summa in stone, which is very
relevant to Georgian church facades. Moreover, exploring the relationship between
aesthetics and performance corresponds to the relationship between the beholders and
the fagades sculpture. Crossley understands their emotional state and human responses
to the fagades sculpture were a somatic reception. In other words, they felt a response
that one experiences in his body and not only in his mind. The meaning of the word
‘somatic’ in this respect is linked to the term ‘memoria’.

According to Gadamer’s theory, human beings in the ancient world were ab-
le to bind themselves to the divine and sacred through the experience of artwork, and
they recognized this as an experience of Creation itself. These words harness sculptu-
res to extract the mental status of the beholder facing the fagades. The desire to enter
the church inspired the faithful to reach their ultimate destination, entering the house
of God. The facades in this respect became ‘unfinished business’, something that de-
manded a return.> Only when the decorative system became evident and could be un-
derstood as a whole united program could the beholder cross the liminal spiritual thres-
hold of the fagade — the “sacred space” into the church, experiencing the other world.

The sacred work of art reminds us that the mode of being exists in three di-
mensions — a structure of the fagades — the church, the creation — the work of art, and
the performance — the beholder. This construction corresponds to the “transformation
in the beholder’s mental state facing the sculpted facades”. To truly understand the
significance of religious images, the crucial factor is not form, style, or aesthetics but
the response and reaction of viewers. In Georgia, this construction is visualized, [ con-
tend, through the metaphoric parochet, the veil unfolding across the entire edifice of
the church.?

! For Carruthers’s conception of memory, see Carruthers, The Craft of Thought.

2 Trkulja, Divine Revelation Performed, p. 230.

3 Was this the process the medieval believer underwent? Was this the way she or he experienced
her or his arrival at the church? Probably; but we can only speculate about her or his state of
mind and feelings, since there are no known written sources, nor any oral traditions.
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Erga Shneurson

Performative Aspects of the Georgian
Facades Decoration

Summary

Standing before decorated facades like those at Jvari, Oshki, Nikortsminda, and many
others, one can imagine and even feel the transformative process the medieval behol-
der may have undergone. Even today, the decorative system has become clearer, surp-
risingly rich, and astonishing in its proportions, rhythm, and beauty.

Thus, the sculpted scenes today recall the land’s history and the region’s local
events in Georgia at the time, evoking religious feelings and exaltation. The inherent
power of the image was thus used to pursue multivalent principles.

The relationship of the sculpted fagades to their previous model represents a
change or evolutionary stage in their adornment. The sculpted facades generate anot-
her visible interpretive layer of the political connection between the church’s edifice
and the viewers. From the pattern of the spectators’ movement and their observation of
the scenes or even partial details, they could grasp the event and the entire story that it
represented. Their recollection was intensified by visual means of the architecture, the
sculptures, and most likely by the processions and prayers. The landscape surrounding
the holy site created a sacred atmosphere and thus strengthened the spiritual feelings
of the pious before or after entering the sacred place. Crossley stated in his article
Ductus and Memoria that “the aim of this essay is to move from the cathedral as text
to the cathedral as experience, and to explore the relationship between aesthetics and
performance”. Thus, he refers to the Gothic fagades sculpture as a sacred book, summa
in stone, which is very relevant to Georgian church facades.

The work of art does not stand as an object by itself. Instead, it is an experien-
ce that alters and influences the person who experiences it. Concerning religious art in
Georgia, the sculpted fagades acted not solely as artwork. Instead, they initiated a who-
le chain reaction: reliefs versus beholders, allowing them to experience an eruption of
truth, extracting strong emotions, moving by processions, prayers, music, and sublime
landscapes. Artwork poses a challenge to the viewers, primarily due to its appearance
as mimetic, self-reflecting, and representational of someone.

The facades’ performative aspects surpass the limitations of the static sacred
image, becoming a wide-ranging and transformative act. Thus, the sculptures are me-
ant to be read as drama on the facades. Consequently, this raises the question of how
the beholder experienced such an artistic program. What power did and does the art-
work have that affected viewers, both then and now?
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The sacred work of art reminds us that the mode of being corresponds to the
“transformation in the beholder’s mental state facing the sculpted facades”. The signi-
ficance of understanding religious images is that the crucial factor is not form, style, or
aesthetics; rather, it is but the response and reaction of viewers. In Georgia, this const-
ruction is visualized, I contend, through the metaphoric parochet, the veil of sculptures
unfolding across the entire edifice of the church.
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Nina Chichinadze

From the History of the Veneration
of a Monastic Saint

Summary

The cult of saints constituted a significant aspect of Christian piety for many centuries.
From the fourth century onward, the integration of saints into the Eucharistic Liturgy
exemplifies their prominent role in religious practice.

This paper examines The Life of Giorgi Mtats 'mindeli (George Hagiorites or
George of the Holy Mount, 1009-1065), composed between 1066-1067/72 by Giorgi
Mtsire (George the Lesser). This hagiographic text, authored by the eyewitness of the
described events, serves as a valuable primary source that illuminates various dimen-
sions of the historical and religious context of the period.

The narrative provides a detailed account of the establishment of the cult of
St. Giorgi, a distinguished figure in Georgian religious and cultural history. The text
outlines the efforts of Blessed P’etre and his brother loane, Bishop of Ch’q’ondidi (in
western Georgia), to commemorate the departed father. Their initiatives included the
designation of a feast day for Giorgi and the selection of his burial site, thereby laying
the foundations for the veneration of a monastic saint.

Particularly noteworthy is the role of a specific icon described in the text,
which depicts Saints Giorgi and Ekvtime interceding before the Virgin. As is well
established in Christian tradition, saints functioned as protectors and intercessors, a
concept vividly expressed through the iconography of the icon described in the Life.
Commissioned by P’etre and loane for Giorgi’s tomb, the icon played a central role in
the veneration practice of the saints.

The Life also offers valuable insight into the social networks and the status of
Georgian Athonite monks, further enriching our understanding of monastic life and the
tradition of establishing saints’ veneration.
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