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xelovnebis istoria - ART HISTORY 
 
 

zaza sxirtlaZe, neli CakvetaZe 
 

mcxeTis wm. jvris eklesiis 
erTi reliefis gamo  

 
masalebi da miTiTebebi mcxeTis wm. jvris taZris gumbaTis yelis 

samxreTi waxnagis marjvena naxevarze ganTavsebul momcro zomis 
reliefis Sesaxeb (sur. 1 da 2), gasuli saukunis Sua xanebidan moyo-
lebuli, aTwleulebis ganmavlobaSi ucvlelad meordeba samecniero 
Tu popularuli xasiaTis mravalricxovan publikaciebSi.1  

                                                           
1 mravalricxovan publikaciaTagan aq SeiZleba dasaxelebul iqnas mxolod 

ZiriTadi naSromebi: CubinaSvili, qarTuli xelovnebis istoria, gv. 105, 111, 
nax. 82; mogvianod igive ganmeorda monografiaSi mcxeTis wm. jvris tipis 
eklesiebis Sesaxeb - Чубинашвили, Памятники типа Джвари, gv. 148, tab. 22-23; 
Чхиквадзе, Архитектура Джвари, gv. 17-18, sur. 29; amiranaSvili, qarTuli xe-
lovnebis istoria, I, 1944, gv. 170-171, sur. 177; Северов, Чубинашвили, Мцхета, 

gv. 36, sur. 28; Амиранашвили, История грузинского искусства, I, 1950, gv. 114; Djo-

badze, The Sculptures of the Eastern Facade of the Church of Holy Cross of Mtskheta, gv. 130, 

Sen. 82; Шмерлинг, Долидзе, Барнавели, Окрестности Тбилиси, gv. 16; amiranaSvili, 
qarTuli xelovnebis istoria, 1961, gv. 124; Амиранашвили, История грузинского 

искусства, 1963, gv. 105; CofikaSvili, qarTuli kostiumi, gv. 9-10; amiranaSvi-
li, qarTuli xelovnebis istoria, 1971, gv. 128; Tchoubinachvili, I Monumenti del 

tipo di Gvari, gv. 174, tab. 13; beriZe, Zveli qarTuli xuroTmoZRvreba, gv. 104; 
Аладашвили, Монументальная скульптура Грузии, gv. 32, tab. 23; misive, Об изоб-

ражении ктиторов в монументальной скульптуре Армении и Грузии, gv. 76; qarTuli 
warwerebis korpusi, I, 1980, gv. 158; Мурадян, Армянская эпиграфика Грузии, gv. 
33; andRulaZe, mcxeTis jvari, gv. 252; ciciSvili, qarTuli xelovnebis 
istoria, 1995, gv. 59; abramiSvili, zaqaraia, ciciSvili, qarTuli xuroTmoZ-
Rvrebis istoria, gv. 81; Схиртладзе, Шаншиашвили, Джвари, gv. 523-527; Khun-

dadze, Nouvelles observations sur les reliefs figurés de l’église Sainte-Croix de Mtskheta, gv. 
23, sur. 8; TumaniSvili, xundaZe, mcxeTis wm. jvris taZari, gv. 24, sur. 83-84 
gv-ze; xoStaria, jvris monasteri, gv. 90; TumaniSvili, nacvliSvili, 
xoStaria, mSenebeli ostatebi Sua saukuneebis saqarTveloSi, gv. 96, sur. 60; 
gamyreliZe (da sxva), qarTlis cxovrebis topoarqeologiuri leqsikoni, 
gv. 362; beriZe, qarTuli xuroTmoZRvrebis istoria, gv. 96; T. xundaZe, V-VII 
saukuneebis xuroTmoZRvruli qandakeba, gv. 22, sur. 35. 
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sada, gluvi CarCoTi SemosazRvrul mowiTalo filas TiTqmis 
mTlianad avsebs muxlmoyrili, sxva gamosaxulebaTagan gansxvavebiT 
SedarebiT dabali reliefiT Sesrulebuli, mavedrebeli mamakacis 
profilSi gamosaxuli figura. mas idayvSi moxrili xelebi, gaSlili 
xelisgulebiT, marjvena mxares miumarTavs; marcxena xeli mkerdTan 
aqvs mitanili, marjvena ki CarCoze gadadis. mTlianad dazianebuli 
saxidan mxolod kisramde sigrZis, sworad SeWrili Tmis boloebi 
ikiTxeba. saxes, savaraudod, mokle da mrgvali wveri Semowerda, ra-
zec konturis doneze SemorCenili mcire fragmenti metyvelebs. 
mamakacs tanT mosavs grZelsaxeloebiani, wvivebamde sigrZis kaba, 
romlis mrgvlad amoWrili gulispiridan fesvedis yelTan momdgari 
sayelos kideebi moCans. sada saxeloebisagan gansxvavebiT, gulispiri 
da kalTebi gofrirebulia; gulispirs samkuTxa naWdevebis rigi 
viwro zolad miuyveba. kabis qveda kide konturebiT ormxriv Semo-
sazRvruli, badisebri ornamentiT gaformebuli farTo qobiTaa Sem-
kuli. welze gairCeva sartyeli, romelsac, rogorc SemorCenili naS-
Tebis mixedviT Cans, msxvili geometriuli formebiT gadmocemuli 
patiosani Tvlebis rigi amkobda.  

samecniero literaturaSi damkvidrebulia mosazreba, rom 
reliefze wm. jvris taZris xuroTmoZRvari unda gamoesaxaT.1 giorgi 
CubinaSvilis dakvirvebiT, Tavdapirvelad reliefi Casmuli unda 
yofiliyo taZris gumbaTis samxreT waxnagze arsebuli sarkmlis 
Tavze, X saukuneSi ganxorcielebuli ganaxlebis Semdeg ki igi 
gadaadgilebul iqna.2  

am mosazrebasTan dakavSirebiT damafiqrebeli Cans erTi garemo-
eba: reliefuri fila amJamad kedlis wyobaSi isea CarTuli, rom masze 
warmodgenili figura vedrebad marcxniv, Sesabamisad, aRmosavle-
Tisken zurgiTaa mimarTuli. mavedrebeli qtitoris gamosaxulebis 
amgvari ganTavseba Seusabamo Cans qristianuli saxismetyvelebiTi 
tradiciisaTvis. amasTanave, eklesiis gumbaTis aRmosavleT waxnagze 
SemorCenilia fila golgoTis jvris gamosaxulebiT (sur. 3), romelic 
sazrisiseul SesabamisobasTan erTad, Tavisi zomiT, feriTa da moxa-
zulobiT, saxeldobr moCarCoebis marjvena qveda Sverili nawiliT, 
faqtobrivad sruliad Seesabameba mavedrebeli piris gamosaxule-
biani qvis filas, romelsac, amasTanave marcxena qveda kuTxe aqvs SeW-
rili. es ori fila, gaerTianebisas, jvrisadmi vedrebad muxlmoyrili 

                                                           
1 Чубинашвили, Памятники типа Джвари, gv. 148. 
2 iqve. 
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piris amsaxvel erTian kompozicias qmnis. sagulisxmoa sxva garemo-
ebac - orive reliefis mimdebare areebi dRes isea gadanawyobi, rom 
isini filebis Tavdapirvel adgilmdebareobas ar unda asaxavdes. 

aqedan gamomdinare Cndeba varaudi, rom SesaZloa, es ori relie-
furi fila Tavdapirvelad erTian kompoziciad yofiliyo gaazre-
buli da igi kvarcxlbekze aRmarTuli golgoTis jvris winaSe mux-
lmodrekil, mavedrebel pirs - ara xuroTmoZRvars, aramed qtitors - 
ganTavsebis adgilis gaTvaliswinebiT, SesaZloa, imxanad ukve gar-
dacvlils - asaxavda. gamosaxulebaTa erTianoba da mTlianoba Tval-
naTliv Cans kompoziciis pirobiT foto da grafikul1 rekonstruq-
ciebzec (sur. 4 da 5).  

golgoTis jvris winaSe warmdgari piris gamosaxulebis arseboba 
wminda jvris taZris safasado dekorSi savsebiT mosalodneli unda 
yofiliyo. amasTan dakavSirebiT, SemTxveviTi ver iqneba, rom taZris 
aRmosavleT fasadze warmodgenil saqtitoro rigSi erismTavari ste-
fanozi warudgeba macxovars, Tumca ki warweraSi vedrebad mimarTavs 
ara macxovars, aramed jvars da swored mas sTxovs Sewyalebas.2 gum-
baTis centralur, aRmosavleT waxnagze reliefuri kompoziciis gan-
Tavseba, saxeldobr qarTlis uzenaes mmarTvelTa saqtitoro reli-
efebis aswvriv socialurad dabali wris warmomadgenlis gamosaxva, 
Sua saukuneebis qristianul saxviT xelovnebaSi damkvidrebuli 
ierarqiulobis principidan gamomdinare, saTuo Cans; amis sapiris-
pirod, reliefis ganTavseba umaRles zeciur sferoSi, gumbaTis yel-
ze imaze unda metyvelebdes, rom masze warmodgenili piri Tavisi so-
cialuri mdgomareobiT, iseve, rogorc eklesiis agebasTan dakav-
Sirebuli RvawliT, gamorCeuli unda yofiliyo qarTlis erismTa-
varTa saxlis warmomadgenelTa Soris.  

v. jobaZe, SeniSnavs, rom am reliefze warmodgenili saero piris 
samosis maniakioni gavs taZris samxreTi afsidis centralur waxnagze, 
karis aswvriv gamosaxuli wm. pirvelmowame stefanes winaSe vedrebad 
muxlmoyrili qtitoris - qarTlis erismTavarTa saxlis erT-erTi 
warmomadgenlis, qobulis figuris maniakions. gumbaTis reliefze 

                                                           
1 kompoziciis grafikuli rekonstruqciis Sesrulebisas gaTvaliswinebul 

iqna monaxazi, romelic g. CubinaSvilis wignSia warmodgenili. CubinaSvili, 
qarTuli xelovnebis istoria, nax. 82; Чубинашвили, Памятники типа Джвари, 

tab. 23. 
2 qarTuli warwerebis korpusi, I, 1980, gv. 159-160, nax. 80. 
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warmodgenili figuris maniakioni ufro mokrZalebulia, vidre qobu-
lisa, Tumca ki samosis es detali imaze metyvelebs, rom reliefze 
rigiTi piri ar unda gamoesaxaT.1 

saistorio wyaroebis mixedviT cnobilia, rom erismTavari ste-
fanozi mcxeTis wm. jvris eklesiis mSeneblobis gasrulebis Semdgom, 
am eklesiisTvis sagangebod ganawesebs jvris sadResaswaulo RvTis-
msaxurebas, romelic yovel paraskev dRes aResruleboda.2 am dRes 
`adidian, viTarca didi paraskevi~.3 Sesabamisad, mcxeTis win, mTaze 
aRmarTuli jvari golgoTis jvris mniSvnelobiT gaiazreboda.4 niS-
neulia, rom amgvar sazriss exmianeba mcxeTis jvris postamentad miC-
neul kvarcxlbekze arsebuli, fragmentuli warweris aRdgenis vari-
antebic, romelTa Sesabamisadac jvari aRimarTa mcvelad `yovlisa 
[sax]lisa~,5 `yovlisa [qarT]lisa~,6 `yovlisa [momav]lisa~,7 an `yovlisa 
[sof]lisa~.8 saqtitoro reliefis SinaarsTan dakavSirebiT ar gamoi-
ricxeba imis SesaZlebloba, rom saero piris jvris winaSe gamosaxva 
xatovnad miemarTeboda mcxeTis wm. jvris eklesiaSi dawesebul saze-
imo sazogado RmrTismsaxurebas da misdami Tanaziarobis mniSvne-
lobiTac yofiliyo gaazrebuli. 

 SesaZloa, Tavdapirvelad ori filiT Seqmnili saqtitoro kom-
pozicia taZris gumbaTis CrdiloeT an Crdilo-aRmosavleT waxnagze 
yofiliyo Cadgmuli. mosalodnelia, rom eklesiis fasadebze arse-
buli sxva saqtitoro gamosaxulebebis msgavsad, am reliefsac axlda 
warwera (rogorc Cans, igi calke filaze unda yofiliyo Sesrule-
buli).9 aRsaniSnavia is garemoebac, rom orive reliefis qveda kideebi 

                                                           
1 maniakionis Taobaze ix. Djobadze, The Sculptures of the Eastern Facade of the Church of 

Holy Cross of Mtskheta, gv. 127-135; The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium 3, gv. 2098. 
2 qarTlis cxovreba, t. I, 1955, gv. 228-229, 375.  
3 iqve, gv. 228-229. 
4 amdenad, mcdaria mcxeTis wm. jvris taZris moxsenieba `wminda ninos jvris 

taZris~ saxeliT (rogorc es xdeba, magaliTad, T. CiCuas wignSi - mcxeTis 
jvari, Tbilisi, 2000). 

5 Чубинашвили, Памятники Типа Джвари, gv. 83; sixaruliZe, sxirtlaZe, mcxeTis 
wm. jvris eklesiis stela, gv. 359. 

6  aleqsiZe, epistoleTa wigni, gv. 176-187. 
7  qarTuli warwerebis korpusi, I, 1980, gv. 96. 
8  WeliZe, marTlmadidebeli eklesia da erovnuloba, gv. 90. 
9 m. CxikvaZis miTiTebiT, reliefTan axlos, gverdiT waxnagze arsebobda 

warwera, romelic SesaZloa yofiliyo arqiteqtoris aRmniSvneli saxeli _ 
m~ql Tx~li (avtoris amokiTxviT `miqael Txeli~), ix.: Чхиквадзе, Архитектура 

Джвари, gv. 17-18. avtors warweris mxolod grafikuli monaxazi mohyavs (iqve, 
gv. 17). dRes es warwera adgilze ar dasturdeba. 
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erTnairadaa CamoWrili - golgoTis jvars aklia postamentis safe-
xuri, mavedrebel figuras ki fexebis qveda nawili. rogorc Cans, 
orive maTgani Tavis droze dazianda da maTi qveda kideebi erTnairad 
Camoaswores. 

amasTan dakavSirebiT isic niSneulia, rom figuris mxrebTan Se-
iniSneba kveTis kvali - rogorc Cans, safasado perangis gadawyobisas 
reliefuri gamosaxulebis xelmeored ganTavsebis dros ucdiaT misi 
zedapiris alag-alag gadasworeba (dazianebuli adgilebis ganax-
lebis mizniT). samosis drapirebis naxati Tavdapirvelad figuris 
mxrebzec unda yofiliyo Sesrulebuli. 

savaraudoa, rom es ori fila erTmaneTs daaciles da gadaaad-
giles arabobis dros dazianebuli eklesiis perangis ganaxleba-
gadawyobis procesSi, X saukuneSi. amgvari varaudisas ar gamoiric-
xeba imis SesaZlebloba, rom imxanad ukve miviwyebuli yofiliyo im 
piris vinaoba, romlis reliefic, erT dros Tanmdevi warweriTurT, 
sakralurobiT gamorCeul, qarTlis moqcevisas aRmarTuli jvris 
adgilze VI-VII saukuneebis mijnisTvis agebuli wmida jvris taZris 
gumbaTis yelis erT-erT waxnagze iyo ganTavsebuli.  
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Zaza Skhirtladze, Neli Chakvetadze 

 

On One Relief of the Church 

of the Holy Cross in Mtskheta 
 

Summary 

 

Giorgi Chubinashvili was the first to consider the kneeling figure of a man in 

profile placed on the small relief on the south facet of the dome drum of the Holy Cross 

Church in Mtskheta as the architect of the building. According to his observation, the 

relief should have been initially inserted over the window on the south facet of the dome 

and was displaced after the renovation carried out in the 10th century.  

The relief slab is inserted in the masonwork in the manner to present leftward the 

pious figure thereof, accordingly with its back to the East. Such orientation of the 

donor’s figure seems inconsistent with the Christian imagery. At the same time, the slab 

with the Calvary Cross image that survived on the east facet, by its size, color and 

outline fits to the stone plate with the image of the kneeling figure. These two slabs, 

when united, create the composition of a figure in kneeling prayer before the cross. 

Based on the aforesaid it seems that these two reliefs were initially designed as a 

single composition to depict a kneeling donor in front of the Calvary Cross erected on 

the pedestal. The relief’s placing in the highest heavenly sphere on the dome drum must 

be indicative of distinguished social status as well as contribution to the construction of 

the church among the representatives of the house of the rulers of Kartli. 

 Arguably, the donor composition created by two slabs was initially inserted in 

the north or north-east facet of the church’s dome. Probably the relief, like other donor 

images, was accompanied by the inscription (seemingly done on a separate slab).  

Supposedly, these two slabs were separated and displaced in the 10th century in 

the process of restoration and rearrangement of the church’s facing damaged as a result 

of the Arab  invasion. 
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sur. 1  mcxeTis wm. jvris eklesia. xedi samxreT-dasavleTidan 
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sur. 2  reliefi muxlmoyrili mavedrebeli mamakacis gamosaxulebiT 
mcxeTis wm. jvris eklesiis gumbaTis samxreT waxnagze 
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sur. 3  reliefi golgoTis jvris gamosaxulebiT 
mcxeTis wm. jvris eklesiis gumbaTis aRmosavleT waxnagzeY 
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            sur. 4  saqtitoro kompoziciis savaraudo rekonstruqcia 
 

 
sur. 5 saqtitoro kompoziciis savaraudo rekonstruqcia. sqema 

 
 

 


