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nino WiWinaZe

Qsamonastro wmindanis 
Tayvaniscemis istoriidan

qristianul praqtikaSi erT-erTi mTavari adgili wmindanTa Tayva
niscemas eTmoba.1 Aadreqristianuli xanidan moyolebuli, wmindan
Ta nawilebi da gamosaxulebebi maTi kultis ganuyofel komponents 
Seadgenda.2 Qqristianul tradiciaSi wmindanTa mniSvneloba ukve ad
reul xanaSi evqaristiul liturgiaSi maTi integrirebiT cxaddeba. 
kirile ierusalimelis Tanaxmad, wmindanebi IV saukuneSi liturgiis 
dros patriarqebTan, winaswarmetyvelebTan da mociqulebTan erTad 
moixseniebodnen.3 wmindanebs meoxebisa da mfarvelobis mniSvnelova
ni funqcia eniWebodaT, rac qristianTa rwmeniT, maTi gamosaxule
bebisa da relikviebis meSveobiT xorcieldeboda.4 wmindanTa kulti 
maT samarxebTan iyo dakavSirebuli da Sesabamisad, maTi uadresi ga
mosaxulebebi samarxეbis Sesamkobad iyo gankuTvnili.5 niSandobli
via, rom wmindanis samarxTan asocirebuli memoriuli gamosaxuleba 
SemdgomSi sakulto xatis rols asrulebda da wmindanis Tayvanis
cemis ganuyofeli nawili xdeboda. aAseve aRsaniSnavia, rom wmindan
Ta samarxebidan warmomdgari relikviebis luskumebsac V-VI ss-dan 
moyolebuli amkobdnen gamosaxulebebiT, radgan relikvariumebze 
gamosaxuli saxeebi, wminda nawilebis msgavsad, qristianTa mier sas

1 wmindanebi moxsenebulia pavle mociqulis epistoleSi filipelTa mimarT: 
(fil.1:1;  4:21-22): `pavle da timoTe monani iesu qristesni, yovelTa wmidaTa 
qriste iesu¡s mier, romelni xarT filipes Sina [...]~, ̀ moikiTxevdiT yovelYTa 
wmidaTa qriste iesu¡s mier. [...] gikiTxven Tquen yovelni wmidani, ufro¡sRa 
saxlis mis keisrisani~. Aaq `wmidani~ morwmuneebs unda aRniSnavdes. Kieckhefer, 
Imitators of Christ: Sainthood, gv. 2.
2 me ar Sevudgebi wmindanTa Tayvaniscemis Sesaxeb mravalricxovani 
gamokvlevebis CamoTvlas, davasaxeleb mxolod ramdenime mniSvnelovan 
publikacias: Grabar, Martirium, Recherches sur le culte (gans. Tavi II, III, IV, pl. 
XXVIII, XXIX, 1, XXX, XXXI, XXXIII, L, LI); Delehaye, Sanctus: Essai sur le culte des 
saints; Brown, The Cult of the Saints; Kazhdan, Saint, gv. 1828; Každan, Maguire, Byzantine 
Hagiographical Texts; Patterson Ševčenko, The Vita Icons and the Painter; misive, Canon 
and Calendar; Snoeck, Medieval Piety from Relics to the Eucharist; Marsingill, Portraits and 
Icons; ix. aseve, Klaniczai, Using Saints, Intercession. 
3 Walter, Art and Ritual of the Byzantine Church, gv. 181.
4 relikviebsa da gamosaxulebs Soris kavSiris Sesab ix. Kitzinger, The Cult of 
Images. 
5 Belting, Likeness and Presence, gv. 80ff. 
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waulmoqmedi Zalisa da madlis matareblebad moiazreboda.1 sxvagva
rad rom vTqvaT, eklesia wminda nawilTa da wminda saxeTa Soris mis
tikur kavSirs xedavs. 

wmindanTa gamosaxulebebi da maTi nawilebi, iseve rogorc 
maTTan dakavSirebuli sxva siwmindeebi (mag. samosi, maT saflavze 
danTebuli kandelis zeTi, martvilobis iaraRi, e.w. meoradi relik
viebi – brandea, da a.S.)2 sxvadasxva tipis ritualebSi iyo CarTuli. 
ioane oqropiri sagangebod aRniSnavs wmindanTa relikviebis mniSv
nelobas. misi TqmiT, wmindanTa nawilebi jarsa da saTavdacvo nage
bobebze/fortifikaciebze ukeT icaven qalaqebs, igerieben mtersac 
da borot Zalebs.3 amasTanave, isini RvTis risxvisagan morwmuneTa 
damcav `fars~ warmoadgendnen. grigol nazianzelis mier wm. Tevdo
res taZarSi warmoTqmul qadagebaSi naTqvamia, rom, miuxedavad imisa, 
rom wm. Tevdores ZaluZs demonTa ukugdeba da `mSvidobis angeloz
Ta moxmoba~, misi umTavresi roli RvTis winaSe meoxeba da mfarvelo
baa.4

xatmebrZoleobis Semdgom xanaSi wmindanTa Tayvaniscema gan
sakuTrebul masStabs aRwevs. unda iTqvas, rom qristianTa devnis 
Sewyvetis Semdeg, martvilTa Tayvaniscemas daemata aRmsarebelTa, 
wminda mamaTa da asketTa Tayvaniscema. sagulisxmoa, rom wmindanebi 
sxvadasxva socialuri fenidan warmosdgebodnen, mefeebidan da epis
koposebidan dawyebuli, miwaTmoqmedTa da monanie avazakebiT dam
Tavrebuli. wmindanTa Soris arian berebic, vinc Tavisi saqmianobiT 
mniSvnelovani kvali datova ara mxolod saeklesio, Tu samonastro 
cxovrebaze, aramed gansakuTrebuli wvlili Seitanes Tavisi drois 
politikur, ekonomikur da kulturul procesebSi. 

wmindanTa Tayvaniscemis damkvidreba kompleqsuri fenomenia. 
iTvleba, rom gvianbizantiur xanamde (XIII saukunemde, paleologos
Ta epoqamde) bizantiaSi ar yofila SemuSaveuli wmindanTa kanoniza
ciis sagangebo wesi da wmindanTa Tayvaniscema adgilobriv tradici
aze iyo damyarebuli.5 rogorc wesi, dadgindeboda wmindanis mosax
seniebeli dRe saeklesio kalendarSi, Seiqmneboda misi `cxovreba~, 
locvebi (himnebi), SemuSavdeboda wmindanis ikonografia. wmindanis 
kultis damkvidreba-ganmtkicebaSi didi roli eniWeboda maTi nawi

1 Kitzinger, The Cult of Images, Ggv.104,115-116.
2 iqve, gv. 118-119.
3 ioane oqropiri, Laudatio martyrum Aegyptiorum, PG 50, gv. 694-695 (damowmebulia 
naSromidan Walter, Art and Ritual of the Byzantine Church, gv. 182). 
4 iqve, gv.182.
5 Bbizantiur wyaroebSi dasturdeba termini ἀναγνώρισις (aRiareba). AATalbot, 
Canonization,  gv. 372; Galatariotou, The Making of a Saint, gv. 114-115. 
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lebis aRmoCenas, gadasvenebasa da gadanawilebas. samwuxarod, wmin
danTa kultis damkvidrebis yvela am komponentis Tanagvarad damow
meba-dadastureba yovelTvis ver xerxdeba. miuxedavad imisa, rom ad
gilobriv wmindanTa kultis damkvidreba da aqtualizacia sxvadas
xva garemoebebiT iyo ganpirobebuli, maTi Tayvaniscemis dadgineba 
ZiriTadad miuyveba zemoT naxseneb  `scenars~.

wmindanTa kultis gasaazreblad maT ikonografias – rogorc 
individualur gamosaxulebebs, ise `cxovrebaTa~ ciklebs, didi 
mniSvneloba aqvs, radgan xelovnebis qmnilebebSi vizualurad gacxa
debulia wmindanTa istoria, maTi Rvawli, aRmsareblobiTi da isto
riuli mniSvneloba, rac Tavis mxriv, ufro farTo kulturuli kon
teqstis Sesaxeb msjelobis saSualebas iZLleva. 

B	bizantiis, qristianuli aRmosavleTisa, Tu laTinuri dasav
leTis mxatvrul da zogadad, kulturul tradiciaSi wmindanTa 
kulti safuZvlianad aris Seswavlili,1 maSin rodesac qarTvel wmin
danTa Sesaxeb sagangebo gamokvlevebi Zalze mwiria. Ees gansakuTre
biT exeba adgilobriv wmindanTa kultis asaxvas xelovnebaSi. Aamgvari 
erTaderTi safuZvliani gamokvleva, romelic exeba daviT gareje
lis cikls mxatvrobaSi ekuTvnis guram abramiSvils.2 Aadgilobriv 
wmindanTa Tayvaniscemisa da maTi ikonografiuli tradiciis Seswav
la samomavlo saqmea.3 es statia mokrZalebul wvlils Seitans aRniS
nuli sakiTxis kvlevaSi. winamdebare statiaSi ganxululia giorgi 
mciris mier giorgi mTawmindelis 1066-67/72 ww. dawerili cxovrebis 
is adgili, romelic exeba qarTveli aToneli mamebis Tayvaniscemis 
damkvidrebas.4

agiografiuli Janris Taviseburebis gaTvaliswinebiT, teqsti 
realuri movlenebis da cocxali praqtikis asaxvas warmoadgens. agi
ografia aleqsandre kaJdanisa da henri megvaieris gansazRvrebiT, 
„masobrivi literatura“ iyo, romelic sxva Janrebisgan gansxvave

1 bibliografiisTvis ix. gv. 1, Sen. 2.
2 abramiSvili, daviT garejelis cikli. Aaqve davasaxeleb Cem mier wakiTxul 
moxsenebas Georgian Athonite Fathers in Medieval Georgian Visual Tradition, “Iviron 
through the Ages”, International Online Workshop, 02. 12. 2023, Sua saukuneebis kvlevis 
centri, ilias saxelmwifo universiteti. ix. aseve WiWinaZe, asurel mamaTa 
ikonografiisaTvis, gv.  276-290.
3 samonastro wmindanTa Tayvaniscemis vizualizacia Cemi mimdinare kvlevis 
sagania.
4 giorgi mcire, cxoreba¡ da moRvaweoba¡.  es teqsti kargad aris cnobili 
mkvlevarTaTvis, mas araerTi gamokvleva mieZRvna, romelTa CamTvlas 
aRar movyvebi, davasaxeleb mxolod ramdenimes: kekeliZe, Zveli qarTuli 
literaturis istoria, gv. 247-250; afciauri, giorgi mciris; ix. aseve  
metreveli, narkvevebi aTonis kulturul-saganmanaTleblo. Gda sxv.
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biT, yvelaze ufro axlos iyo rigiT mkiTxvelTan, Seicavda yovel
dRiuri cxovrebis detalebs da Sors iyo „amaRlebuli“ ritorikul-
sqolastikuri teqstebisagan.1 giorgi mTawmindelis `cxovreba~, 
romelic aRwerili ambebis TviTmxilvels ekuTvnis, gansakuTrebiT 
sando wyarod gvesaxeba. rogorc `cxovrebis~ avtori, giorgi xuces 
monazoni ambobs, man aRwera „[...] romelime TualiTa xiluli da rome
lime kacTa mier sarwmunoTa da wmidaTa uwyebuli“.2

giorgi mciris Txzuleba Seicavs fasdaudebel cnobebs samo
nastro cxovrebisa da ufro farTod, Tanadrouli kulturul-po
litikuri viTarebis Sesaxeb marTlmadidebel samyaroSi. `cxovreba~ 
warmoadgens unikalur pirvelwyaros, romelic saSualebas iZleva 
aRvadginoT qristianuli praqtikis araerTi aspeqti. Aamjerad me Sev
Cerdebi am agiografiul teqstSi moTxrobil giorgi mTawmindelis 
aRsrulebasa da misi Tayvaniscemis damkvidrebaze. 

giorgi mcire detalurad aRwers aToneli mamis gardacvale
basTan dakavSirebul ambebs. rogorc cnobilia, giorgi aToneli 1065 
wlis 29 ivniss aResrula konstantinepolSi. aAvtori mogviTxrobs, 
Tu rogor daitires konstantinepolSi aRsrulebuli aToneli mama, 
rogor miago mas pativi bizantiis imperatorma konstantne X dukam 
(1059-67). `cxovrebaSi~  vkiTxulobT, rom gGiorgi mTawmindelis aR
srulebis ambavi bizantiis imperators imxanad konstantinepolSi  
myofma misma mowafem, qarTvelma didebulma, petre patrikma petrik
yofilma auwya.3 imperatorma mas mravali sanTeli, sakmeveli da nel
sacxebeli uboZa, aseve ori oqrobeWedi gasca – erTi mama giorgis 
mier wayvanili 80 qarTveli oboli bavSvis usafrTxoebas exeboda, 
xolo meore – ivironis qarTvelTa monastris dacvas, mis Seuvalo
bas uzrunvelyofda. sagulisxmoa, rom imperatori giorgi aTonels 
Sendobas da uflis winaSe Suamdgomlobas SesTxovs.4 

teqstidan cxaddeba, rom konstantinepolidan aRsrulebuli 
mama „pativiT tvirTuli“ mTawmindas miabrZanes.5 aTonis qarTvelTa 
monasterSi mama giorgis Casasvenebeli mama eqvTimes samarxTan dad
ges: `eklesiad Seiyvanes da winaSe wmidisa mamisa efTvimis samartvi
losa dadges luskumi igi amis netarisaU“.6 

1 Každan, Maguire, Byzantine Hagiographical, gv. 1.
2 giorgi mcire, eEpistole, gv. 101.  
3 pPetre patrikis, petrikyofilis vinaobis Sesaxeb ix. metreveli, ioane 
patrikisa. 
4 G`Sendoba¡ miTxove viT cocxalisgan… [………...] aw gevedrebi, nu damiviwyeb winaSe 
RmrTisa~,  giorgi mcire, cxoreba¡ da moqalaqeoba¡, gGv. 196.
5 iqve, gv. 200.
6 iqve. 
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Hagiografiuli Txzulebidan vigebT, rom sami dRe mama giorgi 
„esre iyo winaSe wmidisa mamisa efTvimisa“, ris merec RvTismSOoblis 
taZarSi gadaabrZanes.1 aTonelma berebma mama giorgis samaradiso 
gansasvenebeli ver daadgines, sanam patiosani mamis gardacvalebis 
erTi wlis Tavze, netari petresa da monastris winamZRvris giorgi 
olTisaris miTiTeba ar miiRes. micvalebuli mama gadaasvenes ekle
siis marcxena stoaSi, sadac eqvTimes luskumis pirdapir monastris 
mesame winamZRvris, giorgi „maSeneblis“ samarxi iyo mowyobili.2 ma
ma giorgis kidobnis gaxsnisas micvalebulis sxeuli sakvirvelad ar 
iyo Secvlili – rac mis siwmindeze miuTiTebs. igi gadaasvenes gior
gi maSeneblis marmarilos sarkofagSi, rogorc „meored maSenebeli 
da Semamkobeli eklesiaTa“. swored am dros ganaweses netarma petrem 
da ioane Wyondidelma misi xsenebis dRec – 30 ivnisi. giorgi mcires 
TqmiT, marTalia, mama giorgi 29 ivniss gardaicvala, magram petre-
pavlobis dResaswauls rom ar damTxveodao mama giorgis xsenebis 
dRed dawesda 30 ivnisi: „wmidaTa mociqulTa petresa da pavles dRe
saswaulisagan ara egeboda“. 3

 wmida mamis aRsrulebidan erTi wlis Semdeg sxeulis uxrwne
lad naxvasTan erTad, `cxovrebaSi~ kidev erTi saswaulia moTxrobi
li: giorgi mTawmindelis aTonze wabrZanebisas mZimed datvirTulma 
uremma, romelzec misi neSti iyo dasvenebuli, yrmas gadauara, mag
ram mZime uremma mas araferi ar dauSava da yrma uvneblad gadarCa.4 
Anetari mamis aRsrulebis Semdgomi saswaulia aseve `vinme dedakacis~ 
mier giorgi mTawmindelis luskumSi Cadebuli dabeWdili werilidan 
codvebis CamonaTvalis warxocva, niSnad am codvebis Sendobisa.5

Ppetrikyofilma petrem da ioane Wyondidelma aRsrulebuli 
mamis pativis misagebad misi xati SeukveTes da aTonze gagzavnes mis 
saflavze dasasveneblad. Eteqstis es nawili mTlianad momyavs, rad
gan mravalmxriv sayuradRebo cnobebs Seicavs:

`da xatica dawerad sces yolad wmidisa RmrTismSobelisa¡; da 
amier da imier ornive mamani: – wmida¡ mama¡ efT¢mi marjueniT da mama¡U 
giorgi erTkerZo, mvedrebelad da meoxad CuenT¢s mdgomareni winaSe 
wmidisa RmrTis-mSobelisa. da ese wmida¡ xati warmomgzavnes mTawmi
das. da dausueneT samarxosa zeda wmidisa mamisa Cuenisa giorgissa. 

1 iqve.
2 iqve,  gv. 145-146.
3 iqve, gv. 146.
4 iqve, gv. 144.
5 iqve, gv. 201.
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xolo wmidisa mamisa Cuenisa efT¢mis xati ara siberisa¡ ars, 
aramed odes wignTa Targmnida da iyo n-isa (50) wlisa¡~.1 

giorgi mciris TqmiT, orive aToneli mama giorgica da eqvTi
mec: `[...] aw zecas winaSe missa (RvTismSoblis – n. W.) mdgomare arian, 
xolo queyanasa zeda wmidasa xatsa missa winaSe mdgomareni eved
rebian CuenT¢s, ra¡Ta meoxebiTa maTiTa Cuenca vevedrneT wmidasa 
RmrTis-mSobelsa warvlad neStsa amas dResa CuenTasa mS¢dobiT [...]~.2

agiografiuli teqsti lakoniuri formiT gvawvdis infor
macias wmindanis xatis raobis, misi ikonografiisa da topografiis 
Sesaxeb. sagulisxmoa, rom avtori xatis momgeblebsa da Seqmnis ad
gilsac gvauwyebs. sxvagvarad rom vTqvaT, teqsti cxadyofs, Tu ra 
iyo relevanturi XI saukunis avtorisTvis, xatis damkveTTaTvis da 
Sesabamisad, xatis auditoriisaTvis konkretul kulturul garemo
Si – monasterSi. Ggiorgi mcire sagangebod aRniSnavs xatze gamosaxul 
mamaTa inteleqtualur damsaxurebas, sakuTriv RvTismSoblis saga
lobelTa Targmnas. teqstSi vkiTxulobT, rom RvTismSobelma, rom
lis winaSec warsdgebian mamebi `erTsa mas simrTele mianiWa da ena¡ 
keTilad metyueli qarTulad, xolo meoresa sibrZne da mecniereba¡ 
[...]~.3 Aavtoris mier wmida mamaTa funqciad Suamavloba da meoxeba aris 
dasaxuli, rac maTi xatis ikonografiaSic yofila gacxadebuli. 

mokled SevCerdebi xatis ikonografiaze. aw dakarguli xati de
daRvTisas winaSe vedrebad warmdgar qarTvel aTonel mamebs gamosa
xavda. aRwerili kompozicia wmindanTa, rogorc morwmuneTa meoxTa da 
mfarvelTa rolis, ufro zustad ki, `vedrebis ierarqiuli rigis~ Tavi
seburi asaxvaa. wmindanebi morwmuneTa da ufals Soris Suamavlebad ari
an dasaxulni da maTi vedrebis Sesmenis garantebad igulvebian. amgvari 
vizualuri formula adreqristianuli xanidan iRebs saTaves da ukve 
VII-VIII saukuneebis xelovnebis nawarmoebebSia naTlad asaxuli.4 aToneli 
mamebis  xatis aRwerili sqema savaraudod, XIII saukunis sinis mTis wm. eka
terines monastris xatis msgavsi iqneboda. aAm xatze Cviledi dedaRvTisa, 
romelic „vlaqernis“ RvTismSoblad da „Seuwveli mayvlis“ saxeldebiT 
aris cnobili, mose winaswarmetyvelsa da 1224 sinaze aRsrulebul ieru
salimis patriarq evTimios II Soris aris gamosaxuli.5

1 iqve, gv. 201-202.
2 iqve, gv. 202.
3 iqve.
4 monumenturi xelovnebidan davasaxeleb Tesalonikis wm. demetres 
bazilikis aw dakargul mozaikur panelebs. Barber, Early Representations of the 
Mother of God, gv. 254, 256, il. 196, 197. 
5 Baltoyanni, The Mother of God, gv. 141, il. 84. aqve unda aRiniSNos, rom 
aRsrulebuli mamebis xatis daweris tradicia adreqristianuli xanidan 
dasturdeba. amis Sesaxeb ix. Chichinadze, Interaction of Images, gv. 95.
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ganxilul teqstSi kompozicia Zalze zogadad aris aRwerili, 
mxolod gamosaxuli personaJebi da maTi mdebareoba aris aRniSnu
li. detalebi avtors ar ainteresebs, is mxolod eqvTimes asaks aR
niSnavs, esec misi mTargmnelobiTi saqmianobis xazgasasmelad. mama 
giorgis gardacvalebasTan dakavSirebiT Seqmnili aToneli mamebis 
aRwerili memoriuli gamosaxuleba samarxis xatia da imavdroulad, 
e.w. sajaro salocavi xati, romelic wmindanis Tayvaniscemas iTva
liswinebs. 

sagulisxmoa, rom mama giorgi marto ki ar aris gamosaxuli, 
aramed Tavis winamorbedTan (igulisxmeba samwerlobo, mTargmnelo
biTi saqmianoba) eqvTime aTonelTan erTad. orive mama Tanagvarad 
aris warmodgenili, yovel SemTxvevaSi am agiografiuli teqstis la
koniur aRweraSi. maT Soris kavSiri teqstSic aris xazgasmuli. gi
orgi mTawmindeli misi Rvawlis gamo eqvTime mTawmindelTan uSualo 
kavSirSi ganixileba, eqvTime – mamad da moZRvrad, xolo giorgi mis 
mowafed da Svilad aris dasaxuli. am ori aToneli mamis moRvaweobis 
toloba, teqstis msgavsad, xatis kompoziciaSic aris gacxadebuli. 
rac Seexeba, RvTismSoblis winaSe aToneli mamebis wardgomas, RvTis
mSoblis, zogadad, meoxis rolis garda, imiTac unda yofiliyo gan
pirobebuli, rom aToni RvTismSoblis patronaJis qveS iTvleboda. 
amasTanave, upriania gaviTvaliswinoT qarTvelTa ivironis monas
tris mTavari siwmindis – karis RvTismSoblis xatis kultic. xatis 
siuJetis gaTvaliswinebiT, SesaZloa vifiqroT, rom aTonel wminda 
mamaTa es gamosaxulebebi maT mosaxseniebel wirvaSic iqneboda in
tegrirebuli. 

aqve unda aRiniSnos, rom Tundac imgavari RvaAwlmosili avto
riteti, rogoric giorgi mTawmindeli iyo, mainc garkveul wreebSi 
iqneboda cnobili. Mmisi, rogorc wmindanis Tayvaniscema, romlis in
tegraluri nawili misi gamosaxuleba iyo, am  qarTveli aToneli ma
mis farTo aRiarebisa da ukvdavyofis sawindari iyo. 

sainteresoa, rom giorgi mTawmindelis „cxovrebis“ mixedviT, 
xati konstantipolSi daiwera da ara monasterSi. aAseve sagulisx
moa, rom xats daadgenen ara samonastro saZmos wevrebi, aramed „ga
reSeni“, Tumca masTan daaxloebuli pirebi – netari petre da ioane 
Wyondideli. giorgi mTawmindeli petre patrikis moZRvari yofila. 
orive Zma avtoritetuli, bizantiis saimperatoro da saqarTvelos 
samefo karTan daaxloebuli pirovnebebi iyvnen.  

individis wmindanad Seracxva, savaraudod, masTan dakavSire
bulTaTvis sakuTriv wmindanad aRiarebis moTaveTa prestiJis amaR
lebiTac iyo nakarnaxevi.1 marTlac, `cxovrebaSi~ sagangebod aris 

1 Howard-Johnston, The Cult of Saint in Late Antiquity, gv. 7.
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aRniSnuli petrik yofili petres da misi Zmis Rvawli wmindanis mox
senieba-Tayvaniscemis dadginebaSi. AmaT mier inicirebuli kultis 
wyalobiT Zmebis wmindanTan kavSiri aris xazgasmuli, rac maT socia
lur-politikur poziciebs uTuod ganamtkicebda.

xatis rolTan dakavSirebiT am teqstis sxva adgilic unda ga
vixsenoT: GGHGgiorgi mTawmindelma ioanesa da sxva wminda berTa nawile
bi, romlebic esvena mTavarangelozTa eklesiaSi, `dausvenna queSe 
kerZo nawilTa wmidisa mamisa efT¢mesTa~ da es `samart¢lo¡~ Seamko 
`yovliTa samkauliTa, xatiTa da juariTa [...] viTarca Suenoda wmi
daTa maT~.1 rogorc vxedavT, samartvileTa xatebiT, iseve rogorc, 
sxva `samkauliT~ Semkoba XI saukunisTvis samonastro sivrceSi wmi
danTa dadgenili wesiT pativis migebas emsaxureboda. 

giorgi mciris mier aRwerili praqtika, bizantiaSi damkvidre
buli wesis asaxvas warmogvidgens. rogorc cnobilia, wmindanTa kul
ti, ZiriTadad, maT samarxTan iyo dakavSirebuli – wmindanTa relik
viebi, mamaTa gamosaxulebebi da agiografiuli Txzuleba KaTonel ma
maTa kultis damkvidrebasa da gavrcelebas uzrunvelyofda. giorgi 
mciris Txzulebidan zemoT moyvanili mcire amonaridebi cxadyofs, 
rom giorgi mTawmindelis saflavis dadginebisa da misi moxseniebis 
dRis dawesebasTan erTad, wm. mamebis komemoraciisa da maTi Tayvanis
cemis scenarSi xats mniSvnelovani roli eniWeboda. zemoTqmulidan 
cxadia, rom Sua saukuneebis wmindanTa kultisTvis Tanagvarad mniS
vnelovani iyo wmindanis literaturuli da vizualuri reprezenta
cia. sxvadasxva komponentis meSveobiT wmindanis samarxTan akumuli
rebuli Amadli am samarxs aqcevda locus sanctus-ad, romelic wmindanis 
kultis mTavari centri xdeboda. 

ama Tu im piris wmindanad Seracxva sxvadasxva mizeziT iyo gan
pirobebuli, romelTa Soris SesaZloa yofiliyo konkretuli mizne
bi. giorgi mTawmindelis SemTxvevaSi, mis Rvawlsa da damsaxurebas
Tan erTad, SesaZlo motivi, SesaZlebelia, ivironis monastris pres
tiJisa da aTonis mTaze  qarTvelTa statusis xazgasmac yofiliyo. 

1 giorgi mcire, cxoreba¡ da moqalaqeoba¡, gv. 133-134.  
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Nina Chichinadze

From the History of the Veneration 
of a Monastic Saint

Summary

The cult of saints constituted a significant aspect of Christian piety for many centuries. 
From the fourth century onward, the integration of saints into the Eucharistic Liturgy 
exemplifies their prominent role in religious practice.

This paper examines The Life of Giorgi Mtats’mindeli (George Hagiorites or 
George of the Holy Mount, 1009–1065), composed between 1066-1067/72 by Giorgi 
Mtsire (George the Lesser). This hagiographic text, authored by the eyewitness of the 
described events, serves as a valuable primary source that illuminates various dimen
sions of the historical and religious context of the period.

The narrative provides a detailed account of the establishment of the cult of 
St. Giorgi, a distinguished figure in Georgian religious and cultural history. The text 
outlines the efforts of Blessed P’etre and his brother Ioane, Bishop of Ch’q’ondidi (in 
western Georgia), to commemorate the departed father. Their initiatives included the 
designation of a feast day for Giorgi and the selection of his burial site, thereby laying 
the foundations for the veneration of a monastic saint.

Particularly noteworthy is the role of a specific icon described in the text, 
which depicts Saints Giorgi and Ekvtime interceding before the Virgin. As is well 
established in Christian tradition, saints functioned as protectors and intercessors, a 
concept vividly expressed through the iconography of the icon described in the Life. 
Commissioned by P’etre and Ioane for Giorgi’s tomb, the icon played a central role in 
the veneration practice of the saints. 

The Life also offers valuable insight into the social networks and the status of 
Georgian Athonite monks, further enriching our understanding of monastic life and the 
tradition of establishing saints’ veneration. 


