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besik lorTqifaniZe, nikoloz murRulia,
daviT lomitaSvili, nino xuciSvili 

lazikaSi mdgari bizantiuri samxedro danayofebis 
eTnikuri Semadgenlobis sakiTxi 

axali arqeologiuri monacemebis safuZvelze

statiaSi mocemuli kvleva ganxorcielda 
SoTa rusTavelis saqarTvelos erovnuli 

samecniero fondis mxardaWeriT 
[grantis nomeri FR-22-117]

noqalaqevis naqalaqarze sistemuri arqeologiuri samuSaoebi 1973 
wlidan mimdinareobs. arqeologiur eqspedicias safuZveli Caeyara 
akademikos parmen zaqarais mier. 1973 wlidan 1991 wlamde samuSaoebi 
tardeboda s. janaSias saxelobis saqarTvelos muzeumis Sua sauku
neebis arqeologiuri ganyofilebis eqspediciis mier. 1973-1989 wlis 
gaTxrebis Sedegebi gamoqveynebulia sam tomad.1

saqarTvelos erovnuli muzeumis, noqalaqevis mudmivmoqmedi 
arqeologiuri eqspediciis bazaze, 2001 wlidan qarTul-inglisuri 
eqspedicia Seiqmna, romelic dResac warmatebul savele arqeologi
ur kvleva-Ziebas awarmoebs. 2001 wlidan dRemde qarTul-inglisur 
eqspediciaSi qarTvel specialistebTan da studentebTan erTad 
britaneTis mxridan monawileoba miiRes oqsfordis, kembrijis, sa
uThemptonis, bredfordis da vinCesteris universitetebis studen
tebma da arqeologebma. eqspediciis farglebSi 2001 wlidan dRemde 
naqalaqaris qveda terasaze Seswavlil iqna 5 ubani. dReisaTvis samu
Saoebi grZeldeba 2 ubanze.

2019 wels noqalaqevis naqalaqaris qveda terasaze, aRmosav
leT galavnebisa da qalaqis mTavari WiSkris mimdebared, VI saukunis 
kibis qveS gaWril G TxrilSi (sur. 1), adre Sua saukuneebis kultu
rul fenaSi (konteqsti 130) aRmoCnda nivTi, romelic erTi SexedviT 
samkauls waagavda, Tumca mogvianebiT dadginda, rom es orwiladi 

1 zaqaraia, noqalaqevSi 1973-1977 wlebSi Catarebuli samuSaoebis saerTo 
angariSi, gv. 77-119; zaqaraia, noqalaqevSi 1978-1982 wlebSi Catarebuli 
samuSaoebis saerTo angariSi, gv. 47-89; zaqaraia, noqalaqevSi 1983-1988 
wlebSi Catarebuli samuSaoebis saerTo angariSi, gv. 13-91.
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balTis fragmentia.1 balTis ena da Camketi meqanizmi dakargulia, Se
morCenilia mxolod tyavze dasamagrebeli nawili (sur. 2). Tavidanve 
unda aRiniSnos, rom analogiuri balTa saqarTvelos teritoriaze 
aqamde ar aRmOoCenila. mxolod met-naklebad msgavsi balTaa napovni 
afxazeTSi, webeldaSi, kerZod laris samarxSi.2

balTis SemorCenili nawili marTkuTxa formisaa. zomebi: simaR
le – 3,4 sm.; sigane – 2,3 sm.; sisqe – 0,4 sm. damzadebulia brinjaosgan, 
rogorc Cans, Tavis droze is mooqrovili yofila (kideebze Semor
Cenili aqvs oqros kvali). balTa morTuli yofila feradi minebiT. 
kompozicia Sedgenilia brinjaos tixrebiT danawilebuli cxra nawi
lisgan, romelic saerTo marTkuTxa, amoburcul CarCoSia moqceu
li. maTgan zeda da qveda 2-2 nawili marTkuTxaa. samwuxarod, arc erT 
maTganSi ar aris SemorCenili minis kvali. SuagulSi rombiseburi Ca
narTia, romelsac garSemo oTxi samkuTxa monakveTi sazRvravs. maTgan 
mxolod erTSia SerCenili Casmuli muqi wiTeli minis firfita, danar
Ceni sami carieli samkuTxa nawilidan erT-erTis siRrmeSi SerCenilia 
TeTri masa, romelic savaraudod, minis dasafiqsireblad gamoyenebu
li webos kvali unda iyos. aseTive TeTri laqaa SerCenili erT-erTi 
marTkuTxa nawilis siRrmeSic. es ki safuZvels gvaZlevs vifiqroT, 
rom siRrmeebSi mina ki ar Caasxes, aramed Casves da weboTi gaamagres.

noqalaqevSi aRmoCenil nivTze Sua rombiseburi nawili Sevse
bulia TeTri feris sagozaviT, romelic SuaSi amoWrilia oTxyura 
foTlis (kvadrifoliumis) formiT da SigniT Casmulia mwvane feris 
mina. rombis centralur kompozicias garSemo oTxi mcire foTlise
buri CaRrmaveba Semouyveba, romlebic rombis kuTxeebiskenaa miSve
rili. samwuxarod, maTgan mxolod erTSia SemorCenili, Sig Casmuli 
muqi wiTeli feris, gaumWvirvale mina.

balTis detals, amoburculi CarCos gareT, kideebze, sami 
mxridan 2 mm. diametris gamWoli naxvretebi aqvs, maTSi gayrili moq
lonebis saSualebiT balTis myari nawili tyavis qamarze iyo mimag
rebuli. xolo meoTxe mxridan SeiniSneba qamris gasayreli rgolis 
Camosacmeli anjamis ori Sverili.

rogorc ukve aRiniSna, nivTis aRmoOCenisas, pirveladi inter
pretaciiT is samkaulis nawili unda yofiliyo, Tumca mogvianebiT 
kameraluri da sabiblioTeko samuUSaoebis Sedegad moxerxda noqa
laqevSi aRmOoCenili nivTis analogis moZieba, ramac saSualeba mog
vca nivTis realuri daniSnuleba gagverkvia. Mmsgavsi nivTis moOZiebas 
xels isic uSlida, rom, rogorc iTQqva, saqarTveloSi aseTi nivTi 

1 murRulia (da sxva), 2019 wlis noqalaqevis eqspediciis angariSi, gv. 21-22, 
sur. 5.
2 Воронов, Тайна Цебельдинской долины, gv. 78-79, sur. 22.11.
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aqamde arc erT istoriul Zeglze ar aRmoCenila, Sesabamisad, ana
logi saZiebeli iyo sazRvargareT. Kkvlevis Sedegad, dadginda, rom 
aseTive balTa daculia maincis romaul-germanul centralur mu
zeumSi. cnobili mkvlevari mehthild Sulce-doerlami mis cnobil 
katalogSi ` b i z a n t i u r i  q a m r i s  b a l T e b i  d a  q a m r i s  m o
W e d i l o b a  r o m a u l - g e r m a n u l  c e n t r a l u r  m u z e u m S i ~ 
msgavsi tipis balTas misive Seqmnili klasifikaciis C15 tipSi (ova
luri b a l T e b i  t i x r u l i  m i n a n q r i s  m a r T k u T x a  m o W e d i
l o b i T )  aTavsebs da ase aRwers – C15 tipis mooqrovili brinjaos 
qamris balTa. ena dakarguli aqvs. moWedilia samnawiliani tixruli 
SemkulobiT: ori viwro ganapira zoli urTierTSebrunebuli sam
kuTxedebisganaa Sedgenili, zigzagisebri ornamentiT Ria da muqi 
mwvane feris minis CanarTebiT; centralur vels amSvenebs didi rom
bi, romelic Sevsebulia TeTri feris sagozaviT. masSi Cawebebulia 
kvadrifoliumis formis mwvane feris minis firfita da wiTeli fe
ris gaumWvirvale minis oTxi cicqna rgoli. didi rombis garSemo 
ganlagebuli oTxi samkuTxa ubidan ori zeda Sevsebulia lurji, xo
lo ori qveda – wiTeli feris minis firfitebiT.

balTis sruli sigrZea – 4,8 sm., rkalis simaRle – 4,3 sm., moWe
dilobis simaRle – 3,7 sm., kolofis sisqe (CarCos/budis gareSe) – 0,4 
sm. (sur. 3).1

rogorc aRwerilobidan da suraTebidan Cans, aris mcire sxva
oba noqalaqevSi aRmoCenil balTasa da maincis muzeumSi dacul bal
Tas Soris. kerZod, Cven cals dakarguli aqvs qamris rgoli da ena, 
aseve umetes SemTxvevaSi, budeebSi Casmuli minis firfitebi dakar
gulia. aseve, noqalaqevis balTas zeda da qveda marTkuTxa CaRrma
vebebi sada aqvs da mxolod orad iyofa tixriT, maSin roca maincis 
muzeumis balTis ganapira zolebi zigzagiseburi tixrebiTaa Sevse
buli. mcire sxvaobaa zomebSic. noqalaqevis balTis SemorCenili na
wilis (`kolofis~) zomebia: simaRle – 3,4 sm.; sigane – 2,3 sm.; sisqe – 
0,4 sm. xolo maincis muzeumis balTis – simaRle – 3,7 sm.; sigane – 2,65 
sm., sisqe – 0,4 sm. anu mxolod 3 mm-iT didia maincis balTa, rac cxadia 
umniSvnelo sxvaobaa.

axla rac Seexeba balTis warmomavlobas. maincis muzeumSi da
culi balTa mcire aziidanaa, avtori zust mdebareobas ar uTiTebs, 
Tumca rukaze moniSnulia adgili konstantinopolis siaxloves, aR
mosavleTiT.2

1 Schulze-Dörrlam, Byzantinische Gürtelschnallen und Gürtelbeschläge, gv. 124, balTa 99, 
tab. 3,1.
2 Schulze-Dörrlam, Byzantinische Gürtelschnallen und Gürtelbeschläge, gv. 128, sur. 47 
(ruka).
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rogorc ukve aRiniSna, m. Sulce-doerlami axsenebs afxazeT
Si, webeldaSi, kerZod laris samarxSi aRmOoCenil balTasac, romelic 
met-naklebad waagavs noqalaqevSi gamovlenil balTas, Tumca bev
rad martivi ornamentiTaa morTuli (sur. 4) da iqve aRniSnavs, rom 
es balTa met msgavsebas B11 tipis brinjaos balTebTan avlens.1 aR
niSnuli balTa gamoqveynebuli aqvs rus mecniers i. voronovs mis 
naSromSi “Тайна Цебельдинской долины”, sadac mkvlevari aRniSnul mo
oqrovil brinjaos balTas, brtyeli tixrebiTa da sxvadasxva feris 
minis inkrustaciiT, VI saukunis meore naxevriTa da VII saukunis pir
veli naxevriT aTariRebs da warmomavlobad aRmosavleT xmelTaSua 
zRvispireTs, kerZod sirias gansazRvravs.2

 m. Sulce-doerlamis naSromis mixedviT, zogadad, C15 tipis 
balTebi gamovlenilia, egvipteSi, aRmosavleT xmelTaSua zRvispi
reTSi (siriaSi, palestinaSi), dasavleT Savi zRvispireTSi, italia
Si, siciliaze, germaniasa da safrangeTSi. mkvlevari aRniSnavs, rom 
maincis koleqciaSi daculi C15 tipis balTebis umetesoba mooqro
vilia da Semkulia feradi CanarTebiT, Sesabamisad, sakmaod mdid
rulad gamoiyureba. SesaZlebelia, rom es balTebi bizantiis armiis 
jariskacebisTvis wodebis niSnis funqcias asrulebda. iqneb Stra
ubingSi da metcis SemogarenSi napovni qamris balTebi odesRac da
qiravebul germanuli warmOoSobis meomrebs ekuTvnodaT, romlebic 
samsaxuris dasrulebis Semdeg samSobloSi dabrundnen da iq daikr
Zalnen.3

m. Sulce-doerlami misive Sedgenil klasifikaciaze dayrdno
biT ganixlavs C15 tipis balTebis Semadgenel nawilebs, formebs, ma
salebs da morTulobis tips da varaudobs, rom maTi brtyel-ovalu
ri rkali, almandinis inkrustaciebis simcire da minis an minanqris 
CanarTebi imaze miuTiTebs, rom es nakeTobebi V saukunis bolos – VI 
saukunis dasawyisSia Seqmnili.4

Cveni kvlevisaTvis gansakuTrebiT sainteresoa, rom germane
li mkvlevaris dakvirvebiT C15 tipis bizantiuri qamris balTebi, ar 
warmoadgens qalis samosis elementebs, aramed xmlis qamrebs ekuTv
nis, romlebic V saukunis meore naxevriTa da VI saukunis dasawyisiT 
TariRdeba. dRemde am tipis arcerTi balTa ar gamovlenila qalis 
samarxSi, maSin rodesac ori egzemplari meomarTa samarxebSia napov
ni.5

1 Schulze-Dörrlam, Byzantinische Gürtelschnallen und Gürtelbeschläge, gv. 126.
2 Воронов, Тайна Цебельдинской долины, gv. 78-79, sur. 22.11.
3 Schulze-Dörrlam, Byzantinische Gürtelschnallen und Gürtelbeschläge, gv. 129.
4 Schulze-Dörrlam, Byzantinische Gürtelschnallen und Gürtelbeschläge, gv. 126.
5 Schulze-Dörrlam, Byzantinische Gürtelschnallen und Gürtelbeschläge, gv. 126.
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daskvniT nawilSi mkvlevari imasac ki varaudobs, rom radgan 
am balTebis (mooqrovili balTebi minis inkrustaciiT) Sesamkobad 
ara Zvirfasi qvebi, aramed feradi minaa gamoyenebuli, isini ar ekuT
vnoda uSualod bizantiis saimperatoro aristokratias, romelic 
ufro metad Zvirfas qvebs iyenebda sakuTari nivTebis mosapirkeTeb
lad, aramed, SesaZloa isini yofiliyo bizantiis imperiaSi mcxovre
bi da mosamsaxure maRali rangis ucxotomelebis, maT Soris ostgo
Tebis sakuTreba. amis Tqmis safuZvels mecniers aZlevs ramdenime 
konkretuli samarxi, romlebSic aSkarad ostgoTi meomrebi iyvnen 
dakrZaluli.1

bunebrivia ismis kiTxva, rogor unda moxvedriliyo aRniSnuli 
balTis nawili noqalaqevis naqalaqaris adre Sua saukuneebis fenaSi?

rogorc cnobilia, egrisis zRvispira qalaqebsa da cixe-simag
reebSi jer romTan, Semdeg bizantiasTan, urTierTobebis xasiaTis 
cvalebadobis Sesabamisad I saukunis bolodan drogamoSvebiT roma
uli da Semdeg bizantiuri samxedro danayofebi idgnen. rac Seexeba 
qveynis Sida regionebs, aq bizantiuri jari drogamoSvebiT Semodio
da: magaliTad, V saukunis 50-60-ian wlebSi jer ajanyebuli mefis gu
baz I-is, xolo Semdeg egrisSi (lazikaSi) SemoWrili sparselebis da 
iberielebis winaaRmdeg. Tumca iberielebis da sparselebis qveyni
dan gasvlis Semdeg, bizantiuri armia ukan, somxeTSi gabrunda.2 aseve, 
523 wels egrisis mefe waTe bizantielTa mxares gadavida da qristia
noba miiRo. amis sapasuxod, sparseTis Sahma kavad I-ma (488-496, 499-531 
ww.) mas omi dauwyo. waTem dasaxmareblad bizantiis imperators, ius
tiniane I-s (527-565 ww.) mimarTa, romelmac sami stratilatis, gilde
rixis, kerikes da irineosis meTaurobiT mas didi jari gamougzavna, 
Tumca es jaric maleve ukan samSobloSi dabrunda.3 

bizantiuri jaris raodenoba egrisis (lazikis) qalaqebSi VI sau
kunis 30-iani wlebidan mkveTrad gaizarda. es mas Semdeg moxda, rac bi
zantiis imperatorma iustiniane I-ma da iranis Sahma xosro I anuSirvanma 
(531-579 ww.) 532 wels e. w. `uvado zavi~ dades. iustiniane zavis imedad ar 
darCenila da omis samzadiss mihyo xeli. man damatebiTi jarebi Caayena 
egrisSi. bizantielebma qalaqebis da cixesimagreebis gamagreba daiwyes. 
Aam periodSi aigo cixe-simagre losorioni, dafuZnda qalaqi petra, qve
yanaSi Semomavali viwro Semosasvlelebi, klisurebi gamagrda, ganaxl
da cixe-simagre sebastopolisis zRudeeebi da sxva sasimagro nagebo
bebi.4 iustinanes dros, sxva TavdacviT nagebobebTan (mag. koSkebi) aigo 

1 Schulze-Dörrlam, Byzantinische Gürtelschnallen und Gürtelbeschläge, gv. 142-145.
2 priske panioneli, guTebis istoria, gv. 254, 261-262.
3 ioane malala, qronografia, gv. 267.
4 prokopi kesarieli, De Aedificiis, gv. 220-222.
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egrisis mTavari qalaqis, cixegoji-arqeopolisis mesame galavani da is 
`samzRude~ gaxda.1 imperatorma garnizonebi Caayena egrisis iseT moSo
rebul simagreebSic ki, rogorebicaa skanda da Sorapani.2 Bbizantia-sa
sanuri iranis 540-562 wlebis omis dros cixegoj-arqeopolisSi bizan
tielTa 3000 kaciani jari idga.3 Qqalaqebsa da cixe-simagreebSi mdgari 
jaris nawilebis garda egrisSi bizantielTa samxedro banakebic Seiqmna 
(magaliTad, arqeopolisTan, nesosTan, fazisTan da a. S.).4 

bizantiur jarSi am periodSi, ise rogorc adreromaulSi, 
did rols asrulebdnen e. w. `barbarosi generlebi~, mxedarTmTavre
bi. am samxedro meTaurebs Soris, arabizantiuri warmoSobis somxe
bi, sirielebi, Trakielebi, slavebi, germanelebi (herulebi, goTebi, 
langobardebi, gepidebi) da sxva erovnebis warmomadgenlebi mrav
lad iyvnen.5 werilobiT wyaroebSi dasaxelebuli, lazikaSi meomari 
bizantieli mxedarTmTavrebis umetesoba swored e. w. `barbaros ge
nerlebs~ warmoadgendnen. jer kidev waTes mefobis dros, iranele
bis winaaRmdeg iustinianes mier mis dasaxmareblad gagzavnili jaris 
meTaurebs Soris ixsenieba gilderixi,6 saxelidan gamomdinare unda 
vivaraudoT, rom is romelime germanuli tomis warmomadgeneli iyo. 
549-550 wlebSi, lazikaSi bizantiuri jarebis meTauri, dagisTe sava
raudod goTi iyo.7 Mmis Semcvlels, 550 wlidan lazikaSi bizantiuri 
jarebis meTaurs besas, prokopi kesarieli goTad miiCnevs,8 Tumca 
SesaZloa Trakieli iyo.9 bizantiuri jaris kidev erTi mxedarTmTa
vari, uligage heruli iyo.10 amave germanuli tomis warmomadgeneli 
an langobardi unda yofiliyo nesosTan dabanakebuli da Semdeg qa
laq fazisis dacvis monawile, herulTa da langobardTa razmis wi
namZRoli gibre.11 Ggepidi (erT-erTi germanuli tomi) iyo 550 wels md. 

1 murRulia, Nnoqalaqevi-arqeopolisis mSeneblobis qronologia, gv. 68-73.
2 prokopi kesarieli, De bello Gothiko, gv. 185-186.
3 prokopi kesarieli, De bello Gothiko, gv. 183.
4 prokopi kesarieli, De bello Gothiko, Ggv. 187-188, 204; agaTia sqolastikosi, 
iustinianes mefobis Sesaxeb, gv. 53, 59, 90-91, 93-95. 
5 xoferia, Ggvianantikuri saqarTvelos samxedro saqme, gv. 105-113.
6 ioane malala, qronografia, gv. 267.
7 xoferia, iustinianes barbarosi mxedarTmTavrebi lazikis omSi, gv. 78-83; 
xoferia, gvianantikuri saqarTvelos samxedro saqme, gv. 138-145.
8 prokopi kesarieli, omi sparselebTan, gv. 55.
9 xoferia, iustinianes barbarosi mxedarTmTavrebi lazikis omSi, gv. 61-63; 
xoferia, Ggvianantikuri saqarTvelos samxedro saqme, gv. 114-137.
10 prokopi kesarieli, De bello Gothiko, gv. 155; agaTia sqolastikosi, iustini-
anes mefobis Sesaxeb, gv. 54.
11 agaTia sqolastikosi, iustinianes mefobis Sesaxeb, gv. 100-101; xoferia, 
iustinianes barbarosi mxedarTmTavrebi lazikis omSi, gv. 87; xoferia, 
Ggvianantikuri saqarTvelos samxedro saqme, gv. 148, 152.
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cxeniswyalTan gamarTul brZolaSi bizantielTa jaris erT-erTi 
meTauri, filegage.1 Aamave brZolaSi monawileobda somexi artabani, 
romlis mxlebelma goTma meomarma is sikvdilisgan gadaarCina.2 555 
wels, iraneli sardlis naxoraganis fazisis winaaRmdeg laSqrobi
sas, mdinare rionTan modaraje bizantiur razms meTaurobdnen war
moSobiT anti (slavuri tomi) dabrageza da huni elmingire. Llazikis 
omSi monawileobs dabragezas vaJi, leontic.3 A

rogorc zemoT aRvniSneT, arqeopoliss samiaTaskaciani bizan
tiuri garnizoni icavda. Aam garnizonis meTaurebi iyvnen odonaqe da 
baba.4 Oodonaqe da baba Trakielebi iyvnen, iseve rogorc sxva bizan
tieli sardlebi buze da misi Zma venile. sruliad aSkaraa, rom arqe
opolisSi bizantiuri samxedro danayofebi VI saukunis 30-iani wle
bidan mudmivad idgnen. es mdgomareoba SemdgomSic gagrZelda. amis 
dasturia 1930-1931 wlis arqeologiuri eqspediciis mier naqalaqa
ris erT-erT (e. w. `Snaideris~) koSkSi imperator mavrik tiberiusis 
(582-602 ww.) saxelze moWrili 23 cali oqros monetis aRmoCena, ro
melic vfiqrobT, rom bizantiuri jaris maRalCinosnis xelfasi un
da yofiliyo. Bbizantieli mematianis cnobiT, miuxedavad imisa, rom 
am dros lazikaSi mSvidoba sufevda, bizantiuri jari mainc idga da 
`TviTmpyrobelma (mavrikim), Cveulebisamebr oqro gaagzavna jaris
Tvis dasarigeblad~.5 aseTi garnizonebi SemdgomSic, VII-VIII saukune
ebSic unda mdgariyo.

ratom moviyvaneT magaliTebi bizantiuri jaris mxedarTmTav
rebis Sesaxeb? Cveni azriT, noqalaqevSi gamovlenili `ostgoTuri~ 
balTa bizantiuri armiis erT-erT maRaCinosans, savaraudod rome
lime germanuli tomis (ostgoTi, heruli, gepidi da a. S.) warmomadge
nels ekuTvnoda.

1 prokopi kesarieli, De bello Gothiko, Ggv. 149, 152; xoferia, iustinianes 
barbarosi mxedarTmTavrebi lazikis omSi, gv. 88; xoferia, Ggvianantikuri 
saqarTvelos samxedro saqme, gv. 153-155.
2 prokopi kesarieli, De bello Gothiko, Ggv. 151-152.
3 agaTia sqolastikosi, iustinianes mefobis Sesaxeb, gv. 103, 168; xoferia, 
iustinianes barbarosi mxedarTmTavrebi lazikis omSi, gv. 89-90; xoferia, 
Ggvianantikuri saqarTvelos samxedro saqme, gv. 156-158.
4 prokopi kesarieli, De bello Gothiko, Ggv. 183, 191; agaTia sqolastikosi, 
iustinianes mefobis Sesaxeb, gv. 95.
5 Teofilaqte simokatta, istoria, gv. 20.
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damowmebuli wyaroebi da literatura
Cited Sources and Literature

agaTia sqolastikosi, iustinianes mefobis Sesaxeb – agaTia sqo
lastikosi, iustinianes mefobis Sesaxeb, georgika, t. III, 1936, gv. 23-
187
(Agathias Scholasticus, On the Reign of Justinian – Agathias Scholasticus, On the Re
ign of Justinian, In: “Georgica: Byzantine Writers’ Accounts about Georgia”, Published 
with Greek text and Georgian translation with commentary by S. Qaukhchishvili, Vol. 
III, Tbilisi, 1936, pp. 23-187).
Teofilaqte simokatta, istoria – Teofilaqte simokatta, isto­
ria, georgika, t. IV, nakv. I, 1941, gv. 17-37
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The Ethnic Composition of Byzantine Military Units 
Stationed in Lazika: Evidence from New Archaeological Data

Summary

In 2019, during excavations near the main gate of the Nokalakevi settlement, a frag
ment of a two-part belt buckle (Fig. 1) was uncovered in an early medieval cultural 
layer beneath 6th-century steps. The artifact preserves only the section intended for at
tachment to leather; the tongue and locking mechanism are missing (Fig. 2).

The preserved part of the buckle is rectangular in form, measuring 3.4 cm in 
height, 2.3 cm in width, and 0.4 cm in thickness. It is made of bronze and seems to 
have been gilded as traces of gold are visible along the edges. The buckle was decora
ted with colored glass inlays. The composition consists of nine sections, separated by 
bronze dividers, all framed by a rectangular, embossed border. The upper and lower 
two parts are rectangular. Though none of these parts show traces of glass. In the cen
ter, there is a rhombus-shaped inlay, surrounded by four triangular sections. Only one 
of these contains a dark red glass plate, while the remaining three empty triangular 
sections, with one showing a white residue, which is likely a trace of glue used to se
cure the glass. A similar residue is present inside one of the rectangular sections. This 
suggests that the glass was not poured into the sections but rather inserted and fixed 
with glue.

The buckle detail, outside the embossed frame, has three sides with 2 mm di
ameter holes. These holes were used to attach the buckle securely to a leather strap 
using metal pins. On the fourth side, there are two prongs for attaching a fastening ring.

The research revealed that a similar buckle is preserved at the Roman-Germanic 
Central Museum in Mainz. Renowned scholar Mechthild Schulze-Dörrlam  includes 
this type of buckle in her well-known catalog “B y z a n t i n e  B e l t  B u c k l e s  a n d 
B u c k l e  Wo r k  a t  t h e  R o m a n - G e r m a n i c  C e n t r a l  M u s e u m ” classi- 
fying it as type C15 (oval buckles with rectangular bronze mounts inlaid with enamel). 
According to M. Schulze-Dörrlam, C15 type buckles have been found in Egypt, the 
Eastern Mediterranean (Syria, Palestine), the western Black Sea coast, Italy, Sicily, 
Germany, and France. She dates this type to the late 5th – early 6th centuries. M. Schul
ze-Dörrlam also proposes that because these buckles (gilded with glass inlays) were 
decorated with colored glass rather than precious stones, they likely did not belong to 
the imperial aristocracy of Byzantium but might have been used by high-ranking fo
reign individuals living and serving in the Byzantine Empire, such as the Ostrogoths. 
She bases this theory on specific tombs where Ostrogothic warriors were buried.
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Naturally, the question arises: how this part of the buckle appeared in the early 
medieval layer of the Nokalakevi settlement?

As known, in the coastal cities and fortresses of Lazika, from the late 1st cen
tury onward, Roman and later Byzantine military units were stationed intermittently, 
depending on the changing nature of relations with Rome and Byzantium. As for the 
internal regions, the Byzantine army occasionally entered, for example, in the mid-5th 
century or between 527-531 AD. The Byzantine military presence in the cities of Egrisi 
(Lazika) increased significantly in the 530s, following the conclusion of the so‑called 
“Eternal Peace” in 532 AD between Emperor Justinian I (527-565 AD) and the Persian 
king Khosrow I Anushirvan (531-579 AD). Distrusting the peace, Justinian, began 
preparations for war. He sent additional troops to Egrisi, where the Byzantines began 
strengthening cities and strongholds. The Emperor stationed garrisons in the cities and 
fortresses of Egrisi. During the Byzantine-Sassanid War (540-562 AD), a Byzantine 
force of approximately 3,000 men was stationed in the fortress of Archaeopolis. In the 
Byzantine army during this period, as in the earlier Roman army, the so-called “bar
barian generals” played an important role. These military leaders included Armenians, 
Syrians, Thracians, Slavs, Germans (Herules, Goths, Gepids), and representatives 
from other ethnic groups.

In our opinion, the “Ostrogothic” buckle found in Nokalakevi likely belonged 
to a high-ranking member of the Byzantine army, probably a representative of one of 
the Germanic tribes (Ostrogoths, Herules, Gepids, etc.).
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