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irakli koplataZe

diauxis qveynis nafuZarze:
Sua saukuneebis qarTuli centrebi 

istoriul taoSi

v u Z R v n i  g i o r g i  q a v T a r a Z i s  x s o v n a s

urartul wyaroebSi damowmebuli toponimebis dazusteba-identi
ficireba ara erTi Taobis mecnierTa interess warmoadgenda; maT 
Soris, SaSilu, SeSeTi, zua(ni), utuxai – diauxis is centrebia, rom
lebic, SesaZloa, winareqarTuli saxelmwifoebis daarsebis sawyi
sebs ukavSirdebodes da moxseniebulia Zv.w. 810-785/780 ww. urartus 
mefis, minuas/menuas warwerebSi: „minua ambobs: davipyari diauxis 
qveyana, qalaqi SaSilu, samefo qalaqi brZoliT davipyari, qveyana ga
davwvi, cixe-simagreebi (davangrie). mivedi SeSeTis qveynamde, qalaq 
zua(mde). qalaqi utuxai…“ (iaziliTaSi. warwera kldeze. u-8).1 „minua 
ambobs: davipyari qalaqi SaSilu, aRvumarTe es warwera xaldis, Cems 
batons“ (zivini. warwera qvis filaze, romlis ori fragmenti dacu
lia saqarTvelos saxelmwifo muzeumSi. u-9). xuSa(ni), bia(ni), ulTu
za, aSkalaSi, uldini (didi), qveynis kari, kada (qada), zuasTan da SaSi
lusTan erTad, moixsenieba minuas Zis, argiSTi I-is, xolo xuSalxi da 
kulxa – argiSTis Zis, sarduri II-is warwerebSi.

argiSTi I minuas Zis warwerebi (Zv.w. 785/80-756): (mefobis II we
li) „movedi (?) bias qveynamde... xuSanis qveyana[mde]. gavemarTe me (sa
laSqrod) uldinis qveynis winaaRmdeg, qalaq zuas winaaRmdeg; qalaqi 
zua, diauxis (qveynis) samefo qalaqi, me gadavwvi. warwera davdgi qa
laq zuaSi. wavedi me qveynis kariT aSkalaSis qveynis winaaRmdeg... sami 
qveyana me iqidan movglije, (maTi) mosaxleoba Cems qveyanas mivuma
te: qveyana kada, qveyana aSkalaSi, qalaq SaSilus qveyana“ (vanis surb-
sahakis eklesiaSi or qvaze napovni warwerebi, u-12.2).2 mefobis II-III 
wlis laSqrobisas aseve naxsenebia ulTuzas dapyrobac: „sZlia man 

1 Salvini, CTU; Salvini, Corpus, gv. 111-134; gordeziani, antikuri, gv. 26; Gordeziani, 
Traces, gv. 317.
2 gordeziani, antikuri, gv. 27-28; g. meliqiSvilTan uldini moxseniebulia 
rogorc didi, xolo kada – rogorc qada. Sdr. Меликишвили, УКН, gv. 212, 247, 
235; misive, Наири-Урарту, gv. 215.
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[...] ulTuzas qveyanas“ (u-12.3).1 1985 wels istoriul eruSeTSi, hana

kidan Crdilo-aRmosavleTiT 3 km-ze aRmoCenili da 1992 wels gamoq
veynebuli qvis warwera qarTulad Targmna l. gordezianma: „argiSTi 
ambobs: [...] mivaRwie xuSas (qveyanas), bias (qveyanas), mivedi aSkalaSis 
qveyanaSi“ (mefobis XIX weli [?]. u-13).2

sarduri II argiSTis Zis warwerebi (Zv.w. 756-730): „[sarduri am
bobs]: gavemarTe (salaSqrod) kulxas qveynis winaaRmdeg, RvTaeba 
xaldis sidiadiT xaxani, xuSalxis qveynis mefe (misi) xalxi(TurT) me 
iqidan wamoviyvane tyved, gamovreke (da) davasaxle Cems qveyanaSi. [...] 
imave wels (Cemi) jarebi gaemarTnen (salaSqrod) abilianixis qveynis 
winaaRmdeg“ (surb-sahakis warwera, u-29.3).3

arsebuli wyaroebisa da kvlevebis analizis, istoriul atla
sebsa da satelitur onlain google-map-ze toponimebis dadarebisa da 
mxaris araerTgzis monaxulebis safuZvelze, statiaSi warmodgeni
lia diauxis TiToeuli zemoxsenebuli qalaqisa Tu „qveynis“ loka
lizaciis mcdeloba: 2018 wlis 4 Tebervals ist. taoSi, TorTomis 
xeobaSi, iSxnidan, oSkidan, xaxulidan da uzunderes aRja-yaledan 
(dRev. Engüzekkapı kalesi) „qarTuli karis“ (Gürcü kapısi), arzrumisa da 
basianis (dRev. hasankale-pasinler) gavliT iaziliTaSisa (horasani
dan daaxl. 40 km. samxreT-aRmosavleTiT) da zivinis (dRev. yaraur
ganTn,4 horasanidan 34 km. Crdilo-aRmosavleTiT da narmanidan 72 
km. samxreT-aRmosavleTiT) mimarTulebiT sarikamiSSi mimavlebma is 
kldeebic davafiqsireT, romlebic, adgilobrivebis ganmartebiT, 
urartuel mefeTa warwerebiT iyo cnobili (ruka 15).

vinaidan minuas zemoxsenebuli warwerebi erTmaneTisgan 63 km-
iT daSorebul iaziliTaSsa da zivinSia (yaraurganTan) mikvleuli 

1 gordeziani, antikuri, gv. 28.
2 Dinçol A. M., Dinçol B., Die Urartäische Inschrift, gv. 109-117; gordeziani, urartuli 
warwera, gv. 331-336; gordeziani, antikuri, gv. 30.
3 iqve, gv. 32.
4 yaraurganTan gadioda, Tavis droze, ruseT-osmaleTis sasazRvro zoli. 
1918 wlis 3 marts sabWoTa ruseTis delegaciis mier brest-litovskis sazavo 
xelSekrulebis xelmoweris paralelurad, romlis meoTxe muxlis ZaliTac 
ruseTs unda daetovebina artaanis, yarsisa da baTumis olqebi, osmaleTis 
razmebma erTmaneTis miyolebiT daikaves amierkavkasiis maSindeli sasazRvro 
zolebi – trapizoni, erzerumi da yaraurgani (koxreiZe, osmaleTis, gv. 55-62).
5 statiaSi aq da yvelgan gamoyenebuli GoogleMap-is aRniSvnebi (wiTeli, mwvane 
da yviTeli feriT gamosaxuli `guli~, `varskvlavi~ da `alami~) Tu punqtebs 
Soris manZilisa da maTi dafarvis drois monacemebi axdens istoriul 
saqarTvelosTan (tao-klarjeTTan) dakavSirebuli sxvadasxva punqtebis 
identificirebas da emsaxureba mxolod da mxolod TvalsaCinoebis miznebs. 
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(ruka 1), zuas – zivinis, xolo SaSilus – iaziliTaSis adgilas aTav
sebdnen, diauxis sazRvrebs miRma, samxreT-aRmosavleTiT, md. are
zis (araqsis) xeobaSi, rogorc es aRniSnulia somxeTis ssr atlasis  
(1961 w.) Zv.w. VIII-VII ss. urartus rukaze (ruka 2).1 n. aruTuniani ar ga
moricxavs, rom urartuelebs aRniSnuli warwera diauxis samflobe
loTa farglebs gareT, urartusken mimavali im gzis piras daetove
binaT, romelsac akontrolebdnen. g. qavTaraZisTvis ki iaziliTaSis 
warweraSi SaSilusTan erTad SeSeTis, zuasa da utuxais moxsenieba 
„ufro md. Woroxis Sua welis marjvena Senakadebis zonaze unda mig
vaniSnebdes, vidre md. arezis zemo welsa da mis maxloblad mdebare 
mxareebze“,2 anu diauxis sazRvrebSi mdebare TorTom-wylis xeobaze.

1 meliqiSvili, uZvelesi samefo, gv. 203; misive, К истории древней Грузии, gv. 
176,205; Diakonoff, The Pre-History, gv. 171; Арутюнян, КУКН, gv. 523; Государство 
Урарту, Атлас, gv. 102.
2 qavTaraZe, uZvelesi tao, gv. 137.

ruka 1 (Map 1): marSrutis GoogleMap-ze datanili punqtebi
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ruka 2 (Map 2): somxeTis ssr atlasis  (1961w.) Zv.w. VIII-VII ss. 
urartus rukis fragmenti 

1. sad mdebareobda qalaqi utuxai?

calkeuli mecnierebi utu/utuxais olTu/olTisTan aigiveben (ix. d. 
reifildi).1 s. gogitiZe ki miiCnevs, rom „q. utuxai antikuri da fe
odaluri xanis saqarTvelos mniSvnelovan qalaq TuxarisTan unda 
gaigivdes“ rogorc „utuxai“-„Tuxarisi“ fonetikuri msgavsebis, ise 
„mefeTa cxovrebis“ avtoris cnobis gaTvaliswinebiT, rom „q. Tuxa
risi am drosaa warmoqmnili“.2 n. aruTunianis mixedviT, utuxais mxa
ris saxelwodeba (URUUṭuhai asuni)3 metaTezis daSvebis Sedegad SesaZ
loa ukavSirdebodes WoroxSi Camavali TorTom-wylis marjvena Se
nakadTan mdebare „uxta/oxda“-s.4 i. diakonovi da s. qaSqai am toponims 
„Uhta”-s saxiT warmoadgenen.5 d. baqraZis 1878 wlis rukazec (ruka 3) 

1 Rayfield, A History of Georgia, gv. 17.
2  gogitiZe, samxreT-dasavleTi saqarTvelos, gv. 106, 126.
3 Меликишвили, УКН, gv. 157.
4  Арутюнян, КУКН, gv. 529.
5 Diakonoff, Kashkai, Geographical Names, gv. 97.
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imave adgilas, TorTomis tbis samxreTiT, oSkidan 18 km. samxreT-aR
mosavleTiT, „oxta“ (Oxта) aris aRniSnuli.1 swored am ukanasknel
Tan axdens utuxais identificirebas g. qavTaraZec, rasac, zemoxse
nebuli argumentebis Sejerebis safuZvelze, mec viziareb. 

ruka 3 (Map 3): d. baqraZis rukis 
fragmenti (1878)

2. sad mdebareobda qalaqi  
zua(ni)/zuaina?

d. baqraZis imave rukaze „oxta“-s max
loblad, samxreT-dasavleTiT da
mowmebulia „Азоръ“. es saxeli imave 
samosaxlosa da zogadad, TorTomis 
xeobis aRmniSvnelad – „azordacfo
ri“ – cnobilia jer kidev VII sauku
nis „somxuri geografiidan“.2 qala
qis dRevandeli saxelia uzundere, 
romelsac samxreTidan uSualod 
esazRvreba TorTomis xeobis Sua we
lis mTavari cixe-simagre – aRja-ya
le (dRev. engüzekkapı kalesi). swored 
mas miiCnevs g. qavTaraZe zuad: „xom 
ar warmoadgenda TorTomis-wylis 
Sua dinebaze ganlagebuli aRja-ya
la zuaina/zua(ni)s?“.3 

1926 wlis kavkasiis mxaris samxedro-topografiuli xuTver
siani rukac, d. baqraZis msgavsad, imave adgilas aTavsebs „azorts 
(129)“, romlis Crdilo-aRmosavleTiT, erTsa da imave xeobaSi aRniS
nulia „otxa (47)“ da iqve – „isi (29)“,4 azortisa da otxa-isis xeobebs 
Sua ki – „aSkisori (59)“, romelsac araerTxel davubrundebiT (ruka 
4). aRja-yale rukaze moniSnulia rogorc Р.Кр. Юнгюзю кала. azor
ti (dRev. uzundere) mdebareobs iqidan 3 km. Crdilo-aRmosavleTiT, 

1 Бакрадзе, Археологическое Путешествие, tab. I.
2 qavTaraZe, uZvelesi tao, gv. 137.
3 iqve.
4 isis (dRev. Altın çanak, „oqros Tasi“) qarTuli eklesiis nangrevebze mosaxles 
1996 wlisTvis saxlis kedlebi hqonda daSenebuli (giviaSvili, koplataZe, 
tao-klarjeTi, gv. 109-111), xolo otxaSi (dRev. Kirazli, „bliani“) mosaxleoba 
adasturebs eklesiis arsebobas e.w. „qilisenin ianis“, anu „eklesiis mxares“ 
(xuciSvili [da sxva], tao-klarjeTis Zeglebis, gv. 120).
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TorTum-wylis erT-erTi marjvena Senakadis, azortis-wylis xeoba
Si, romelic qalaqidan samxreT-aRmosavleTiT, „azortis ialebidan 
(6403)“ iRebs saTaves da WalasTan uerTdeba TorTum-wyals (ruka 4). 

Tu gaviTvaliswinebT, rom Tavdapirveli dasaxelebebis „gada
Turqebis“ procesSi, rasac s. jiqia „osmalurad gadatexil“ qarTul 
toponimebs uwodebs,1 gavrcelebuli iyo aramarto Zveli saxelebis 
Turqulad Targmna (oTxTa eklesia – dorT qilise, mgelcixe – kur
tkale, qajiscixe – SeiTankale da a.S.), aramed msgavsi JReradobis 
Turquli sityvebiT Secvlac, rac maT axal, „Turqul“ datvirTva
sac aZlevda (Crdilis-tba – Cildir-gole; dolisyana – doliShane, 
basiani – pasinler, konstantinopoli – istanbul, ulumbo – uludaR 
da a.S.), advili warmosadgenia, rom dasaxeleba „zua(ni)s xevi“ Tavda
pirvelad Targmniliyo rogorc „zuan dere“ (Turq. „dere“ niSnavs 
„xevs“), xolo droTa ganmavlobaSi TurqulisTvis arafris mTqme
li „zuan“ sabolood Secvliliyo maTTvis gasagebi sityviT „uzun“ 
(grZeli), xolo zua(ni)s xevs, romlis sigrZe qalaq uzunderedan sam
xreT-aRmosavleTiT zemoxsenebul uzunderes ialamde 20 km-ia, ewo
da „uzun dere“ („grZeli xeoba“).

rac Seexeba sakuTriv „zua“ toponims: cxadia, rom Tu mis qar
Tul warmoSobaze saubari SesaZlebelia SavSeTTan mimarTebaSi, ro
gorc miaCnia g. qavTaraZes, maSin igive iqneba „zua(ni)s xeobis“ Sem
TxvevaSic, rac SeiZleba wavikiTxoT rogorc „mzuari/mziani“ xevi, 
„zuavi/gorozi“ xevi.2 savaraudod, SemdgomSi somxurad mas ewoda 
azord-azordacfori (rasac, osmaluris analogiurad, SeiZleba 
ewodos „somxurad gadatexili“ qarTuli toponimi), xolo Turqu
lad – uzundere. es ki mimyarebs g. qavTaraZis varauds, rom zua(ni) 
unda yofiliyo uzunderes aRja-yales cixe (dRev. engüzekkapı kalesi), 
xaxulidan (dRev. Bagbasi) 10 km. aRmosavleTiT da TorTomis cixidan 
25 km. CrdiloeTiT (ruka 5).

aRja-yale/enguzeks qarTveli avtorebi qveda TorTomis ci
xedac moixsenieben.3 maTi qarTuli warmomavloba eWvqveS arc osma
lebs dauyenebiaT, roca 1549 wlis 13 seqtembers vezirma ahmed-faSam 
10-wliani brZolebis Semdeg TorTomi, xolo 18 seqtembers „aqCa-ka
le“/„unguzeqi“ daipyro.4 sulTan suleimanis mier TorTomisa da aR
ja-yales dapyrobas, TorTomidan dawyebul gonios cixis samxedro 
eqspediciebsa da Woroxis xeobis qarTvelebs aRwers am brZolebis 

1 jiqia, gurjistanis vilaeTis, gv. 26.
2 jiqia, gurjistanis vilaeTis, gv. 26.
3 qavTaraZe, uZvelesi tao, gv. 140.
4 Ciqobava, azordis cixe, gv. 7; qavTaraZe, saqarTvelos saxelmwifoebrivi, 
gv. 34-35.
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uSualo monawile evlia Celebi, romelic aRniSnavs, rom aRja-yale 
„saqarTvelos miwaze mdebareobs“,1 TorTumis cixe „saqarTvelos me
fis – mamrulis aSenebulia“,2 xolo „saqarTvelos yeli“ jarma brZo
lebis Semdeg gaiara „aTas ormocdaCvidmeti wlis kasimis pirvel 
dRes“,3 anu 1647 wlis 8 noembers.4 TorTom-cixe iyo XV saukunis da
sawyisSi Temur-lengis erT-erTi ZiriTadi banaki anatoliasa da ami
erkavkasiaSi misi laSqrobebis dros;5 xolo 1549 w. dekemberSi fer
dinand I-sadmi gagzavnil werilSi suleiman kanuni iuwyeba osmalTa 
mier TorTom-cixisa da aRja-yales aRebas da TorToms „gurjista
nis qveynebis“ dedaqalaqad moixseniebs (sur. 1-2).6 

ruka 4 (Map 4): kavkasiis mxaris xuTversiani 
samxedro-topografiuli rukis fragmenti (1926) 

1 Dündar, Erzurum Beylerbeyiliği, gv. 260; SaSikaZe, karaliZe, taos istoriidan, gv. 91.
2 evlia Celebi, mogzaurobis wigni, I,  gv. 318.
3 iqve, gv. 321-322. 
4 iqve, gv. 334.
5 evlia Celebi, mogzaurobis wigni, II, gv. 116, Sen. 9: g. fuTuriZis TandarTuli 
komentaris Sesabamisad.
6 Clavjo, Embassy to Tamerlane; qavTaraZe, uZvelesi tao, gv. 138.
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                  ruka 5 (Map 5): GoogleMap-ze datanili
                  uzundere-enguzekkapi-xaxuli-TorTomcixis areali

sur. 1-2 (Fig. 1-2): uzunderes aRja-yale, 
igive Engüzekkapı kalesi. T. koplataZe. 2018.
(sur. 2 ix. momdevno gverdze)



38

3. sad mdebareobda SaSilu?

g. qavTaraZe Tvlis, rom SaSilu igive TorTumis cixea, anu adreuli 
daiaenis is ucnobi dedaqalaqi asia mefis dros, romelic „erzurumis 
zegnisa da Savi zRvis damakavSirebel gzaze mdebareobda da gabato
nebuli mdgomareoba ekava md. evfratis saTaveebsa da sazogadod er
zurumis mxareze“ im mTaTa sistemaSi, romelic Woroxis, serCam-sus, 
TorTomis-wylis, kara-susa da olTisis-wylis wyalgamyofs warmo
adgens; amasTan, TorTomis cixis garSemo didi qalaqi unda arsebu
liyo, romlis erT dasaxlebas „sasire“ mkvlevari SaSilud miiCnevs.1 
osmaleTis mier mxaris dapyrobis periodSi (XVI s.), xaxulidan 27 km. 
samxreTiT, mosxis mTebSi mdebare TorTom-cixis sanaxebi garSemor
tymuli iyo 45 dasaxlebiT da 2749 komliT; m.S., dasavleTidan – sa
sires (saRira) rabaTiT da sofliT (dRev. Kemerkaya-Esendurak), xolo 
Crdilo-dasavleTidan 12 km-Si – soxToroTiT (dRev. Doruklu) da eqe
qiT (dRev. Vişneli;2 ruka 6). 1996 wels eqeqis da soxToroTis qarTuli 
eklesiebi sruliad ganadgurebuli dagvxvda.3 XX saukunis pirvel 
naxevarSi arzrum-arTvinis axali magistralis monakveTma TorTo
mis cixes gverdi auqcia 12 km. samxreT-aRmosavleTiT, sadac axali 
qalaqi TorTumi aSenda (ruka 6). cixem, romelic Zvel gzaTa gasayar
ze mdebareobda, dakarga Tavisi istoriuli mniSvneloba.4

1 abulaZe, saqarTvelosa da misi politikuri, gv. 259.
2 iqve, gv. 134; 138-139; misive, taoxTa, gv. 100-101. 

3 SaSikaZe, karaliZe, taos istoriidan, gv. 92-96.
4 giviaSvili, koplataZe, tao-klarjeTi, gv. 26, 38.
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meore mxriv, g. qavTaraZe imasac aRniSnavs, rom „b. piotrovs
ki, qalaq SaSilus aTavsebda X saukunis qarTuli monastris, xaxulis 
adgilas, romelic TorTomidan mxolod ociode kilometriT Tu 
aris daSorebuli,1 xolo r. h. hevzeni am qalaqs bevrad ufro Crdi
loeTiT, Woroxis Sua dinebasTan erT-erTi mcire Senakadis SeerTe
bis adgilTan mdebare arsis/ersisTan eZebs“,2 anu oTxTas samxreTiT, 
peterekis cixesTan (dRev. Çevreli) da sof. ersisTan (dRev. Kiliçkaya).3 
amgvarad, araqsis xeobas rom Tavi davaneboT, marto TorTomwyal-
Woroxis xeobaSi, 96.5 km. manZilze, SaSilus mdebareobis sul cota 
sami varianti gvaqvs (ruka 7): TorTomcixe (g. qavTaraZe), xaxuli (b. 
piotrovski), petereki/ersisi (r. h. hevzeni).

imis gaTvaliswinebiT, rom asurelebs TavianTi gavlena Tavda
pirvelad unda gaevrcelebinaT asia mefis droindel daiaenis same
fos dedaqalaqze (TorTomze), vfiqrob, rom sataxto qalaqs iqidan 
TorTomis xeobaSi CrdiloeTiT ara 97km-iT daSorebul ersisSi (pe
tereki), aramed 27km-iT daSorebul xaxulSi unda gadaenacvla, vid
re mas 50 wlis Semdeg urartus mefe minua daipyrobda; amitom, piot
rovskis mosazreba SaSilus xaxulTan ganTavsebis Sesaxeb, romelic 

1 samuSia, TorTomis cixe, gv. 70. XVI-XVII saukuneebis osmaluri davTrebis 
mixedviT, TorTumis mxareSi yvelaze didi xaxulis nahie iyo da mis sanaxebSi 
Sedioda aramarto mezobeli vixiqis (dRev. Pehlivanlı) da enguzekis (dRev. 
Dikyar), aramed isi-otxas da aSkalaS-oSkis xeobebis dasaxlebebic (SaSikaZe, 
karaliZe, taos istoriidan, gv. 92-96).
2 kuftini, saqarTvelos Zveli eTno- da toponimikis, gv. 315.
3 Hewsen, The Geography, gv. 206-210; damowmebulia naSromidan: qavTaraZe, 
taoxTa,  gv. 104.

ruka 6 (Map 6): GoogleMap-ze datanili 
xaxuli-TorTomcixe-TorTumis areali



40

mdebareobs TorTomwylis Sua-welSi, xeobis mTavari karis cixidan 
(enguzek-kapi kalesi) 10 km. dasavleTiT, angariSgasawevia.1 

      

4. ra saerTo SeiZleba arsebobdes 
S a S a r o z s a  da S a S i l o s  Soris?

2016 wlis oqtomberSi, oSkis, iSxnisa da xaxulis morigi monaxule
bisas, uzundereSi manamde ucnobi qarTuli eklesiac davafiqsireT, 
romlis saxelia S a S a r o z i  (ruka 8). „SaSarozis Sapelis“ kedlebze 
X saukunis asomTavruli nakawri warwerebi adgilze g. gagoSiZem ga
Sifra, romlis mixedviT, vedrebaTa umetesoba ioane naTlismcemli
sadmi aris miZRvnili; Sesabamisad, SaSarozi ioane naTlismcemlis sa
xelobisa unda iyos, ise rogorc oSki (sur. 3-4).

ramdenad aris SesaZlebeli, rom Tanamedrove „SaSarozis“ mra
valsaukunoebriv siRrmeebSi „SaSilu“ imalebodes? rogorc cnobi
lia, bgerebi r da l, o da u urartul damwerlobaSi erTmaneTisagan ar 

1 xuciSvili (da sxva), tao-klarjeTis Zeglebis, gv. 70-71.

ruka 7 (Map 7): GoogleMap-ze datanili 
TorTomcixe-xaxuli-ersisis (petereki) areali



41

ganirCeva,1 xolo istoriul-geografiuli xasiaTis kvlevisas reko
mendebulia u-s o-d wakiTxva.2 Tu SaSarozs, savaraudod gviandel „-z“ 
bolokidurs movaSorebT, maSin gamodis, rom misi wakiTxva SesaZle
beli xdeba rogorc SaSaro // SaSalo // SaSalu // SaSilu. 

argiSTis cnobiT, SaSilus Semdeg diauxis sataxto qalaqi zua
Si gadavida (u-12.2).3 rogorc es xSirad xdeba migraciisa da gansakuT
rebiT, qveynis dapyrobebis Semdeg, adgilmonacvlebul mosaxleobas 
toponimic Tan miaqvs axal samosaxloSi, miT umetes, rodesac qveynis 
dedaqalaqs exeba saqme. igive movlena g. qavTaraZes sxva naSromebSic 
aqvs ganxiluli (mag., Zveli mcxeTa – dRev. mcxeTa);4 Sesabamisad, mas 
Semdeg, rac SaSilu urartuelebis saxelmwifoSi moeqca, dasaSvebia, 
rom gaqceul mmarTvelebsa Tu mosaxleobas axali samkvidrosaTvis 
im adgilis saxeli mieniWebinaT, romelic iZulebiT datoves.

arc imas gamovricxav, rom SaSarozis eklesia, romelsac Semo
sazRvravs zua(ni) (dRev. aRja-yale/enguzekkapi), aSkisori (dRev. sa
faja), utuxai/otxa (dRev. qirazli) da romlis garSemo, uzunderes 
xeobaSive, 4 km. radiusSi dRemdea SemorCenili 4 eklesiis (Sapelis) – 
Erikli-s,5 Dilgesor Gözetleme-s,6 Eski Kilise-s7 da Tavad SaSarozis – nangrevebi 
(ruka 9), iyos is adgili, romlis qveda SreebSic samudamod daimkvid
res myudro gansasvenebeli diauxebis samefo qalaqma da mmarTvelebma.  
                        

1 SaSilu-xaxulis identobis Sesaxeb mosazreba unda eyrdnobodes sityvis 
„SaSilu“ SesaZlo transformacias sityvaSi „xaxuli“. TurqeT-siriis 
sazRvarze, mardinSi, tur-abdinis qarTminis monasterTan, evfratis 
Senakad qordesis (gordes) kalTaze, istoriul xaxSi (Turq. hahi; sof. ani, 
dRev. Anitli) mdebareobs IV-V ss. hahis RvTismSoblis eklesia, romelic 2015 
wels movinaxule. aRsaniSnavia v. jobaZisa da e. gedevaniSvilis kvlevebi 
haho/xaxulis msgavsebebis Sesaxeb; kerZod, e. gedevaniSvili aRniSnavs, 
rom v. jobaZes tur-abdinis haho miaCnda xaxulis uSualo inspiraciad 
(Gedevanishvili, The Khakhuli Dome Decoration, gv. 56-57; Djobadze, Early Medieval 
Georgian Monasteries, 146). niSandoblivia, rom TurqeTis qarTvelebi taos 
xaxulis eklesias dResac hahos eZaxian. 
2 qavTaraZe, uZvelesi tao, gv. 138, 143; Меликишвили, УКН, gv. 46.
3 Diakonoff, The Pre-History, gv. 194, Sen. 82; Diakonoff, Kashkai, Geographical Names, gv. 
xi; 37, 122; meliqiSvili, samxreT-dasavleT saqarTvelos, gv. 375, 377.
4 qavTaraZe, uZvelesi tao, gv. 137, 143.
5 iqve, gv. 49-60.
6 moixsenieba rogorc ist. sof. „oseTi“, amJamad q. uzunderes ubani 
(xuciSvili [da sxva], tao-klarjeTis Zeglebis, gv. 117).
7 mdebareobs q. uzunderes mosesis ubanSi (iqve, gv. 129).
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ruka 8 (Map 8): GoogleMap-ze datanili
oSki-uzundere-SaSarozis gza  da SaSarozis Sapeli

sur. 3-4 (Fig 3-4): SaSarozis eklesiis 
qarTuli warwerebi. i. giviaSvili. 2016  
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          ruka 9 (Map 9): dRev. uzunderes eriklis, 
          esqi-qilises, SaSarozisa da dilgesoris eklesiebi 

5. sad mdebareobda S e S e T i s  qveyana?

am kiTxvaze swori pasuxisTvis sakvanZo miniSnebas iZleva g. qavTa
raZe: „is garemoeba, rom menua SaSilus aRebis Semdeg miemarTeba Se
SeTis qveynisa da qalaq zuaina/zua(ni)saken, unda miuTiTebdes erTi 
da imave veqtorze maTi ganlagebis sasargeblod, romlis dasawyisSi 
qalaqi SaSilu, xolo mis gadaRma, savaraudoa CrdiloeTiT, SeSeTis 
qveyana da qalaqi zuaina/zua(ni) mdebareobdnen“;1 s. gogitiZec miiC
nevs, rom „asureTis ZiriTadi eqspansia mimarTuli iyo masTan axlos 
myofi daiaenisa da mis mezoblad ganlagebuli qveynebis winaaRm
deg“;2 Tumca, g. meliqiSvilze dayrdnobiT da sxva mkvlevarTa msgav
sad, saboloo daskvnis gamotanisas, isinic Sesabamis qveyanas ufro 
daSorebul adgilebSi aTavseben; kerZod, Tu zemoT ganviTarebul 
logikas gavyvebiT, maSin SeSeTi unda mdebareobdes TorTumwylis 
gaswvriv „Camwkrivebuli“ mosxis mTaTa sistemis erT-erT xeobaSi da 
ara ise Sors, rogorc iqidan 180 km-iT daSorebuli SavSeTia. SeSeTi-
SavSeTi fonetikuri msgavsebis gamo (amis daSvebis cduneba ki qar
Tvel mecnierebSi didia), SavSeTi SeSeTad miiCnia g. meliqiSvilma,3 
romlis avtoritetiTac es mosazreba sxvebmac gaiziares.4 SeSeTis 

1 „Zveli eklesia“, mdebareobs SaSarozis mimdebared.
2 qavTaraZe, uZvelesi tao, gv. 137.
3 gogitiZe, samxreT-dasavleTi saqarTvelos, gv. 54.
4  Меликишвили, К истории древней Грузии, gv. 176-177; misive, Наири-Урарту, gv. 60, 
253; misive, УКН, gv. 441-442.
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msgavs toponims Cven vxvdebiT sxva wyaroebSic: asuruli (mTa „SeSe“), 
urartuli (qveyana „SeSeTi“), qarTuli („SeSis mTa“, „SavSeTi“);1 „se
rapion zarzmelis cxovrebaSi“ moxseniebulia SeSaTas mTa samcxeSi, 
romelic SesaZlebelia igive SavSeTi iyos, rogorc miaCniaT g. maisu
raZes, n. cecxlaZes da s. gogitiZes; Tumca, gaugebari rCeba, ratom 
unda moexsenebina basili zarzmels SavSeTi SeSaTad X saukuneSi ma
Sin, rodesac SavSeTi im droisTvis ukve sakmaod cnobili mxare iyo; 
yovel SemTxvevaSi, samcxis SeSaTa veranairad ver iqneba gaigivebuli 
diauxis (taos) SeSeTTan.

Tu Cven SeSeTs veZebT TorTomwylis mTaTa sistemaSi, maSin is
mis kiTxva: konkretulad mis romel xeobaSi mdebareobda SaSilus  
(xaxulis?), zuas (uzunderes), utuxais (otxas) mimdebared „SeSeTis 
qveyana“? logikurad, es qveyana unda iyos ukve naxsenebi uzundere-
otxas Soris mdebare aSkisoris an/da am ukanasnelisa da otxas mo
pirdapire TorTomwylis marcxena Senakadebis xeoba. minuas (u-8) da 
argiSTi I-is (u-12.2) warwerebSi meordeba qalaqebi SaSilu da zua, 
magram maT mimdebared SeSeTis qveyana „Canacvlebulia“ aSkalaSis 
qveyniT (minua: „davipyari diauexis qveyana, qalaqi SaSilu, samefo qa
laqi brZoliT davipyari, [...] mivedi SeSeTis qveynamde, qalaq zua(m
de)“. argiSTi I: „qalaqi zua, diauxis (qveynis) samefo qalaqi, me gadav
wvi [...] qveyana aSkalaSi, qalaq SaSilus qveyana“); anu, argiSTis dros 
mamamisis droindeli diauxis samefo qalaqi  ukve dapyrobili SaSi
ludan zuaSi gadasula, xolo SeSeTis qveynis dasaxeleba unda Canac
vlebuliyo aSkalaSiT.

6. sad mdebareobda a S k a l a S i s  qveyana?

rogorc aRiniSna, xuTversian rukaze (ruka 4) TorTomwylis marjve
na xeobaSi, azortsa da otxas Soris naCvenebia a S k i s o r i  (somx. „aS
kis xevi“). igive suraTs gviCvenebs 1903 wlis kavkasiis olqis sagzao 
ruka (ruka 10).

a S k i s o r i  TorTomis wylis erT-erTi marjvena Senakadis 
gaswvriv, sof. Waladan (ruka 11; dRev. CaibaSi, ruka 9) im xeobis („qvey
nis“) gadaRma mdebareobda, romelic TorTomis marcxena Senakadis 
saxiT iRebda saTaves 14.6 km. CrdiloeTiT da sadac mTeli Tavisi di
debulebiT dgas o S k i , aRja-yaledan (Engüzekkapı kalesi) 18 km. da xaxu
lidan 27 km. CrdiloeTiT (ruka 10-11).

1 maisuraZe, aRmosavlurqarTul tomTa kvali, gv. 21-22; cecxlaZe, SavSeT-
imerxevis toponimia, gv. 10; qavTaraZe, uZvelesi tao, gv. 139-140; gogitiZe, 
samxreT-dasavleTi saqarTvelos, gv. 103. 
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n. Sengelia gvawvdis XVII saukunis islamur davTrebSi dacul 
cnobebs, sadac am arealSi moxseniebulia sami sxvadasxva sofeli: 
o S k i , v a n q i - o S k i  da o S k i s u r i ,1  rac cxadyofs maT erT dasax
lebad („qveynad“) arsebobas, sadac oSkisuri (aSkisori) unda yofi
liyo misi samxreTi (qvemo) nawili, sof. oSki – Sua nawili, xolo oSk-
vanqi (monasteri) da oSkis kale (cixe) – CrdiloeTi (zemo) nawili, Se
mosazRvruli „vanqis“ ialebiT (ruka 11).2 

aRniSnulidan gamomdinare, swored am dasaxlebebs unda moi
cavdes Zveli aSkalaSis qveyana, raSic reliefur suraTTan erTad 
gvarwmunebs a S k a l a S i -a S k i s o r i -o S k i s  aSkara fonetikuri 
msgavsebac. aSkisoris dRevandeli saxelia safaja (ruka 12).

me-11-13 rukebis Sedarebisas davinaxavT, rom 1903 w. rukis mo
nacemisgan gansxvavebiT (ruka 10), TiTqmis gaukacrielebulia aSki
soris (dRev. safaja) mopirdapire CrdiloeTi xeoba oSkis (vanqis) 
midamoebidan TorTum-wylamde (1926 w. rukaze sof. „Wala“, ruka 11); 
Tumca, xeobis kvali dResac SeiniSneba (dRev. safajas gadaRma, ruka 
12). Waladan (dRev. „CaibaSi“) 2 km. CrdiloeTiT fiqsirdeba eklesiis 
nangrevi.3 aSkisorSic (safaja) fiqsirdeba ramdenime eklesiis nang
revebi da Zvel jameSi, aRmosavleTiT, – Sesasvlelis Tavze Catane
buli ornamentiani qva a s o m T a v r u l i  lapidaruli warweriT.4

ruka 10 (Map 10): kavkasiis mxaris sagzao rukis fragmenti (1903) 

1 Sengelia, davTrebi, gv. 285-286, 289; Giviashvili, Oshki: architecture and historic 
context, gv. 323.
2 2018 wels q. uzunderes meriam, Cveni mimarTvis safuZvelze, arzrum-
arTvinis magistralis trafaretidan moxsna dasaxeleba „oSk-vanqi“ (somx. 
„oSkis monasteri“) da is „oSkiT“ Secvala.  
3 xuciSvili (da sxva), tao-klarjeTis Zeglebis, gv. 126.
4 iqve, gv. 120-124.
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ruka 12 (Map 12): GoogleMap-ze datanili 
xaxuli-dikiar-enguzek-safaja-qirazli-oSkis areali

ruka 11 (Map 11): samxedro-topografiuli 
xuTversiani rukis fragmenti (1926)
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7. sad mdebareobda  q v e y n i s  k a r i ?

sainteresoa mosazreba „qveynis karisa“ da vaxuStiseuli „saqarTve
los yelis“ („gurjiboRazi“, juanSeriseuli „gza qarTlisa“) igive
obasTan dakavSirebiT,1 romelsac iv. javaxiSvili saqarTvelos sam
xreT-dasavleT sazRvrad miiCnevs da romelic arzrum-TorTomis 
magistraluri gzis Sua-welze mdebareobs; Tumca, veWvob, rom am Sem
TxvevaSi, minuas laSqrobis arealis kompaqturobis gaTvaliswine
biT, aq unda igulisxmebodes TorTom-wylis ara saTavis, aramed xe
obis Sua-welis  „kari“, enguzekis karis cixe (Engüzekkapı kalesi) da misi 
marcxena Senakadis – enguzekis xeoba (Юнгюзekъ дeрe), romlis zemoT 
iSleba enguzekis ialebi (Яиля Юнгюзekъ, ruka 12). iqidan oSkis dapy
robamde ki erTi xelis gawvdenaa, rasac imave 1926 wlis rukaze da
tanili enguzekis ialas oSkTan damakavSirebeli bilikic gviCvenebs: 
„gavemarTe me (salaSqrod) uldinis2 qveynis winaaRmdeg, qalaq zuas3 
winaaRmdeg […...] wavedi me qveynis kariT4 aSkalaSis5 qveynis winaaRmdeg 
[...] sami qveyana me iqidan movglije, (maTi) mosaxleoba Cems qveyanas 
mivumate: qveyana kada,6 qveyana aSkalaSi,7 qalaq SaSilus8 qveyana“. en
guzekis xeoba GoogleMap-ze aRniSnulia rogorc dikiari (Dikyar), xo
lo ialebi – Amutlu Yalasi (ruka 12).9

1 gogitiZe, samxreT-dasavleTi saqarTvelos, gv. 109.
2 igive didis, ix. qvemoT.
3 uzundere.
4 enguzekis kari.
5 oSki-aSkisori.
6 igive qada, ix. qvemoT.
7 oSki-aSkisori.
8 xaxuli (?), SaSarozi (?).
9 toponimi „enguzeki“ adgilis Zvel saxels unda ukavSirdebodes, radgan 
dRev. TurqulisTvis is uCveulod JRers. xom ar momdinareobs „enguzeki“ 
„zuanidan“? enguzek kalas dRes dikiar kaladac moixsenieben. saxelSi 
„dikiari“ ki SesaZloa ikiTxebodes misi qarTuli fuZe („di-kari“, „didi 
kari“ [?], „diauxis kari“ [?]) miuxedavad imisa, rom es saxeli ufro gviandelia: 
1955 wlis aRweriT enguzekis saxeli iyo „dikkale“ („cicabo cixe“), xolo 
1960 wlis aRweriT – „dikiari“. iqneb am SemTxvevaSi adgili hqonda sawyis 
toponimTan miaxloebis precedents: dadasturebulia eklesiis arseboba 
xeobis „qilises“ („eklesiis“) ubanSi, romlis qvebi, adgilobrivTa TqmiT, 
soflis „iukaris“ (zemo) ubanSi, Zvel jameSia Catanebuli (xuciSvili [da 
sxva], tao-klarjeTis Zeglebis, gv. 127). s. jiqias „davTris~ masalebSi 
(jiqia, gurjistanis vilaeTis, gv. 596) „xeviskari“ Cans, rom ‘kar’ fuZiani 
kompozitis geografiuli saxelebis gavrcelebis areali mTeli taoa 
(faRava, cincaZe, baramiZe, taos onomastika, gv. 789).
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8. sad mdebareobda d i d i s  ( u l d i n i s ) 
qveyana da qveyana k a d a ?

gavixsenoT, rogor aRwers taos sazRvrebs vaxuSti batoniSvili: „na
rumaks1  zeiT [...] Woroxis2 aRmosavleT kidezed, ars daba didi idi 
[...] aRmosavliT Woroxis mdinare; samxriT TorTomidam Camosuli mTa 
idamde; dasavliT TorTomis mTa; CdiloT Woroxi da ispiris mTa~.3 
1903 wlis rukaze “Идъ” naCvenebia narimanTan axlos, samxreTiT, 
TorTumis aRmosavleTiT da isi-otxa-aSkisor-azort-xaxulis samx
reT-aRmosavleTiT (ruka 13).

gamoTqmulia mosazreba idisa da didis (uldinis) qveynis iden-
-turobis Sesaxeb: „anlautSi dentaluri fonemis meryeobis (di
di/idi) gaTvaliswinebiT, SesaZlebeli iqneboda agreTve toponimi 
‘idi’-s mxedvelobaSi miReba, rac gansakuTrebiT sagulisxmo im mxriv 
iqneboda, rom ‘idi’ olTisis-wylis zemo welze (Sdr. baramiZe, saqar­
Tvelos istoriuli ruka), zuaina/zua(n)-ad miCneuli zivinis Crdi
loeTiT mdebareobda“.4 Tumca, dRes arc „idis“ toponimi aRar aris 
SemorCenili. rogorc Cans, mxaris – „didi“/„idi“ – dasaxeleba tran
sformirda toponimSi „dibi“ („Ziri“) da moicavs dRev. „kale-dibis“ 
zegans, romlis gaswvrivac mdebareobs kaledibis sofelic (Kaledibi, 
cixisZiri), mTac (Dagdibi, mTisZiri), cixec (Kaledibi Kalesi, „samxriT 
TorTomidam Camosuli mTa idamde“) da narmanis „daba didi idi“, ol
Tisis-wylis saTaveebTan (ruka 14), rac Tanxvdeba n. aruTiunianis 
mier, f. v. kionigis monacemebze dayrdnobiT, uldinisTvis gansazR
vrul adgils: „sadRac Woroxis SenaerTis, olTisis-wylis saTaveeb
Tan“.5 rogorc iTqva, SaSilus Semdeg diauxis axali sataxto qalaqi 
zua(ni) „uldinis“ qveyanaSi moixsenieba, Tumca diauxis qveynis ga
daRma: „diauenis qveynis gverdiT“,6 magram rogorc rukazec Cans, zu
a(ni) mdebareobda zivini-iaziliTaSis da nariman-idis (uldini/didi) 
CrdiloeTiT, anu diauxis sazRvrebSi.

imave rukaze olTisidan (olTu) 28 km. samxreT-dasavleTiT, q. 
narmanTan, aRniSnulia sof. samikale (samikale, ەعلق یماس), ist. sami

1 vaxuStisve ganmartebiT: „aw narimani~.
2 aq vaxuStis Woroxi, cxadia, olTisis-wyali unda iyos.
3 vaxuSti batoniSvili, aRwera, gv. 683-684.
4 qavTaraZe, uZvelesi tao, gv. 137, 143. Sdr.: Меликишвили, УКН, gv. 234 (128, 
B12), 235; König, Handbuch der chaldischen Inschriften, I, gv. 82; König, Handbuch der 
chaldischen Inschriften, II, gv. 207; Арутюнян, КУКН, gv. 186 (174, B12), 187.
5 “Где-то у верховьев реки Олту, притока Чороха” (Арутюнян, КУКН, gv. 528; König, 
Handbuch der chaldischen Inschriften, II, gv. 207).
6 “Next to the land of Diauene” (Diakonoff, Kashkai, Geographical Names, gv. 27).
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kari (samikari, راكیمس), 1928 wlis „TurqeTis soflebis davTris“  Se
sabamisad. sofeli moxseniebuli aqvT c. abulaZes1 da T. xuciSvils.2 
1903 wlis rukaze is ar iZebneba, magram q. narimans da samxreTidan 
mis momijnave sof. Seqerlis Soris, dasavleTi mxridan da idis mo
mijnaved, CrdiloeTiT, aRniSnulia sof. qadi (Turq. Kadı-köy, ru
ka 13). amJamad, idis msgavsad, qadis dasaxelebac gamqralia; Tumca, 
GoogleMap-ze (ruka 14) dadarebisas kargad Cans, rom qadi moqceulia 
dRev. q. narmanis samxreT ubanSi, xolo idi – narmanisa da sof. Seqer
lis sazRvarze. narmanis nawilad moixseniebs idisac da iq arsebuli 
eklesiebis nangrevebsac T. xuciSvilic.3 

sxva sityvebiT, CrdiloeTidan „sami kariT“ („sami cixiT“) da 
vaxuStiseuli „narumakiT“ („narimaniT“) SemosazRvruli qada (kada, 
qadi) mdebareobda olTisidan 32 km. samxreT-dasavleTiT, kaledibi  
– kalesidan 38 km. da TorTomcixidan 45 km. aRmosavleTiT, uzunde
redan da xaxulidan 67-67 km. samxreT-aRmosavleTiT, banadan 62 km. da 
iSxnidan 90 km. samxreTiT, basianidan da horasanidan 62-62 km. Crdi
loeTiT da qandilis mTidan da „saqarTvelos karidan“ (Iberian Gates) 
55-55 km. Crdilo-aRmosavleTiT (ruka 15).

imis gaTvaliswinebiT, rom didis qveyana CrdiloeTiT, dibis 
zeganisken iyo gavrcobili da masSi zua(ni)c ki Sedioda, savaraudoa, 
rom qadas qveyana samxreT-dasavleTiT qandilis mTamde grZeldebo
da, romelic arzrum-basianis sanaxebs ekuTvnis da dasavleTiT „sa
qarTvelos kars“ ebjineba. 1903 wlis rukaze aRniSnuli qandilis mTa 
SemorCenilia Kara-kale-s („Sav-cixis“) saxeliT. mas dasavleTidan „gi
aur daRisgan“ (ruka 16), igive „mosxis mTisgan“, mijnavs „s a q a r T v e
l o s  y e l i “, romelic GoogleMap-ze, arzrumis gurju-kapis quCidan 
da gurju-kapis meCeTidan 37 km. CrdiloeTiT da TorTumidan 23 km. 
samxreTiT, TorTum-wylisa da evfratis erT-erT, yarasus („Savwya
la“) saTaveebTan,4 sof. Karagöbek-Tan, datanilia rogorc I b e r i a n 
G a t e s  (ruka 17).

gurjukapi erT-erTi iyo arzrumis cnobili citadelis 7 ka
ribWeTagan, Tebrizis, erzinjanis, „axali“ (trapizonis), yarsis, ka
vakis (samsunis) da stambolis karibWeebTan erTad, sadac „abreSumis 
gzaze“ mdebare arzrumis „sasazRvro-sabaJo punqtebi“ mdebareob

1 Cildiris vilaieTis, gv. 306, 319.
2 xuciSvili (da sxva), tao-klarjeTis Zeglebis, gv. 311.
3 iqve.
4 mdinare evfrati, romelic, calkeuli cnobebiT, asze meti wyaros 
SeerTebis Sedegad aris warmoqmnili, mosxis mTebis ganStoebis Semadgenel 
dumlu daRis ferdobidan gamoedineba (qavTaraZe, uZvelesi tao, gv. 134).
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da.1 zemoxsenebuli 7 karis garda, romlebic gars ertya arzrumis 
citadels, xSiri (gansakuTrebiT, ruseTTan da iranTan) omebis gaT
valiswinebiT, aseve ganaxlebul da agebul iqna 21 bastioni sxvadas
xva mimarTulebiT; maT Soris, TorTomisken mimaval gzaze – „gurju
boRazi“.2

 

1 amaTgan, uZvelesi iyo arzrumis citadelis 3 karibWe: gurjukapi, 
erzinjankapi da Tebrizkapi, Semdeg maT daemata yenikapi („axali kari“, 
trapizonis mimarTulebiT), xolo TurqeTis kulturis saministros 
oficialuri veb-gverdis Tanaxmad, ruseT-osmaleTis 1829 w. omis Semdeg, 
rusuli okupaciis pirobebSi – „eklesiis karic“ (kilisekapi), romelmac 
sabolood Caanacvla gurjukapi. misi qvebi SemdgomSic gamoiyeneboda 
safortifikacio nagebobebisa da sacxovrebeli saxlebis mSeneblobisas 
(gurjukapis meCeTic iq arsebuli eklesiis nangrevebze unda daSenebuliyo). 
kidev erTi, harfuTis kari (elazigis mimarTulebiT), aRmoaCines 2017 wels 
(Erzurum Kapıları).
2 Atabeyoğlu, Erzurum, gv. 162-164.

ruka 13 (Map 13): 1903 wlis kavkasiis mxaris 
sagzao rukis fragmenti
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ruka 15 (Map 15): ist. qadis, narmanisa da sami karis 
mdebareoba dRev. GoogleMap-is mixedviT

ruka 14 (Map 14): GoogleMap-ze datanili 
kaledibis zegnis areali
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ruka 16-17 (Map 16-17): giaurdaR-gurjukapi da 
qandil-karakale 1903 w. da dRev. GoogleMap-is mixedviT
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9. sad mdebareobda  b i a ( n i ) , x u S a ( n i )  da  u l T u z a ?

vanis „xorxoris“ kldeze amokveTil da surb-sahakis eklesiaSi qva
ze napovn warwerebSi argiSTi I ambobs (mefobis II-III weli): „marcxniv 
– qveyana biani, qveyana xuSani, marjvniv Seviwyale me Tariunis qveya
na. gavemarTe (salaSqrod) zabaxaes qveynis winaaRmdeg, davipyari me 
qyveyana zabaxae“ (u-12.3).1 g. meliqiSvili iganis (dRev. Crdilis tba) 
dasavleTiT an samxreT-dasavleTiT2 aTavsebda zabaxaes (dRev. ja
vaxeTi da mis odnav samxreTi teritoria) da Tariuns, xolo xuSans 
da bians – maT dasavleTiT, diauxis Crdilo-aRmosavleTSi;3 Sesaba
misad, bia(ni) da xuSa(ni) Woroxis xeobaSi unda iyos saZebni,4 Tu da
vazustebT, misi aRmosavleTi Senakadis, olTisis-wylis xeobaSi; 
amasTan, g. meliqiSvilis mixedviT, abianis (biani, bia) tomis mTavari 
dasaxleba iyo edia,5 romelic p. ingoroyvas mier idisTan identifi
cirdeba.6    

xuSani // xuSalxi, romelsac argiSTi I orjer moixseniebs di
auxSi laSqrobis konteqstSi, argiSTis Zis sarduri II-is mier daaxl. 
Zv. w. 750 wliT daTariRebuli warweris mixedviT ukve kulxas (gviand. 
kolxisi, samefo qalaqiT ildamuSa) SemadgenlobaSi Cans.7 eWvs ar iw
vevs diauxis, kulxas da ildamuSa/qaTarzas kavSiri qarTvelur sam

1 gordeziani, antikuri, gv. 28; Меликишвили, УКН-127, gv. 212, 247; misive, 
Наири-Урарту, gv. 215; misive, urartus samefo, gv. 274; gogitiZe, samxreT-
dasavleTi saqarTvelos, gv. 106.
2 s. gogitiZis dazustebiT „Crdilo-dasavleTiT“, mtkvris saTaveebis mida-
moebSi (iqve, gv. 101).
3 Меликишвили, УКН, gv. 442, 446; 423, 429; misive, Наири-Урарту, gv. 59-61. g. 
meliqiSvilis ganmartebiT, urartuelebi TavianT qveyanas moixsenieben 
rogorc bia-ini-li (biaina, bia). qveynis fuZe saxelia „bia-“, kuTvnilebiTi 
sufiqsi „-ini“ da mravlobiTis aRmniSneli forma „-li“ (iqve, gv. 28-29; 
misive, УКН, gv. 423); Tumca, is ar iziarebda damkvidrebul mosazrebas, 
rom biainilis centri iyo vani, sadac mdebareobda misi dedaqalaqi TuSfa, 
ramdendac bianis msgavsi toponimi arc vanSi da arc vanis tbis SemogarenSi 
ar aris SemorCenili. misi azriT, es termini unda iyos ufro Zveli epoqis 
urartueli tomebis an dawinaurebuli eTnikuri jgufis warmomavlobis 
aRmniSvneli (misive, Наири-Урарту, gv. 28-29).
4 gogitiZe, samxreT-dasavleTi saqarTvelos, gv. 101.
5 Меликишвили, УКН, gv. 425. 
6 „SesaZlebelia, amave bianis olqs ukavSirdebodes mogvianebiT, Zv. w. 750 
wels, sarduri II-is warweris abiani [...] da argiSTi I-Tan dasaxelebuli 
qveyana bia [...], miT umetes, rom misi qalaqi edia mogviano xanis idi-sTan 
(„idesasTan“) [ingoroyva, giorgi merCule, gv. 466] SeiZleba gaigivdes“ 
(gogitiZe, samxreT-dasavleTi saqarTvelos, gv. 101-102).
7 Gordeziani, Qulḫa, gv. 242; Меликишвили, УКН, gv. 279, 282, 429-430, 437-438; misive, 
Наири-Урарту, gv. 59-60, 62-63.
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yarosTan:1 urartuli teqstebis d i a u x s  ukavSirdeba qarTuli tao, 
somx. taik, berZn. Tάοχοι da Sesatyvisia asuruli teqstebis daiaenisa 
da xeTuri aci-xaiasas (Azzi-Hayasa), rac „gvaCvenebs garkveul siaxlo
ves kolxeTis sinonimad Tu qalaqad gagebul legendarul aiasTan“.2 
k u l x a  SeiZleba iyos nawarmoebi xurituli an qarTveluri sufiq
siT -x adgilobrivi koladan (dRev. giole, md. mtkvris saTaveebTan).  
kola-s miiCnevdnen kolxa-s fuZed m. wereTeli,3 iv. javaxiSvili4 da 
p. ingoroyva;5 Sesabamisad, damkvidrda mosazreba, rom Zv. berZnuli 
kolxisi (Colchis) ufro adreuli urartuli wyaros kulxas (Qulḫa) See
sabameba. g. meliqiSvilic varaudobs, rom kulxa mdebareobda ara di
auxidan „Soreul CrdiloeTiT“ (SavizRvispireTSi), aramed sakmaod 
samxreT „raionebSi“.6 metic, aRniSnulis gaTvaliswinebiT da S. asa
Tianis hipoTezaze dayrdnobiT, rom diauxis „regionaluri lideri, 
mefe utufursi, romelic mravali wlis manZilze ebrZoda urartus, 
SeiZleba yofiliyo berZnuli Tqmulebis aietis – aias mmarTvelis 
prototipi“,7 l. gordeziani miiCnevs, rom „kulxa SeiZleba yofili
yo alternatiuli saxelwodeba diauxis samefosaTvis“.8 kulxa oTx
jer moixsenieba sarduri II-is ori laSqrobis konteqstSi: erTxel 
kulxasken galaSqrebuli sarduri sZlevs xuSas mefe xaxans, romel
sac misi xalxiTurT urartuSi gadaasaxlebs, xolo mogvianebiT laS
qravs abilianihis (u-29.3); meored ki brZoliT iRebs kulxas samefo 
qalaq ildamuSas (u-29-5).9 l. gordezianis aRweriT, x u S a s  SesaZlo 
lokalizacia Cildiris tbis samxreT-dasavleTiT kargad esadageba 
kulxas dakavSirebas kolasTan, xolo  i l d a m u S a  g. meliqiSvils, i. 
diakonovs, s. qaSqais, m. salvinis da n. aruTunians klarjeTSi mdeba
re artanujis prototipad miaCniaT, klarjeTi ki menuasdroindel  
q a T a r z a s T a n  aqvT gaigivebuli.10

vanis surb-poRosis eklesiis kedelSi Catanebuli Zv.w. 820-810 
wlebis stelis mixedviT: „iSfuini sarduris Zem, menua iSfuinis Zem 

1 gordeziani, lursmuli, gv. 177-178.
2 iqve, gv. 178-180; Gordeziani, Traces, gv. 317.
3 Tsereteli, Sardurs, gv. 43; Gordeziani, Qulḫa, gv. 241; gordeziani, lursmuli, gv. 
179.
4 javaxiSvili, qarTveli eris istoriis Sesavali, gv. 12.
5 ingoroyva, giorgi merCule, gv. 437-438.
6 Меликишвили, Наири-Урарту, gv. 63; misive, УКН, gv. 17-18, 282, 437-438.
7 asaTiani, aietis, 130.
8 gordeziani, lursmuli, gv.180; Gordeziani, Qulḫa, gv. 241. 
9 gordeziani, wyaroebi, gv. 34; gordeziani, lursmuli, gv. 178-180; gordeziani, 
Qulḫa, gv. 241.
10 iqve; Gordeziani, CTU A 3-4, gv. 34, 36; Меликишвили, УКН, gv. 400.
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ukuagdes (tomebi) luSa, qaTarza, ...“ (u-1).1 g. meliqiSvilze dayrdno
biT l. gordezians SesaZleblad miaCnia l u S a - l o s a -s dakavSire
ba saxelTan l a z i  da am konteqstSi aseve imowmebs s. gabeskirias ga
moTqmul mosazrebas am saxelis e r u S e T T a n  dakavSirebis Sesaxeb.2 
rac Seexeba q a T a r z a s  da i l d a m u S a s: aruTunianis daskvniT, il
damuSa-artanujis kolxur qalaqad moxsenieba maSin, rodesac qaTar
za urartul teqstebSi qreba argiSti I-is laSqrobis Semdeg, imaze 
metyvelebs, rom qaTarza-klarjeTi sarduri II-is laSqrobis dros 
ukve kulxas nawili unda yofiliyo, rasac emyareba mosazreba, rom 
diauxma argiSti I-is laSqrobis(ebis) Semdeg arseboba Sewyvita da Zi
riTadad urartusa da kolxeTs Soris gaiyo.3 s. gogitiZec miiCnevs, 
rom ildamuSas gaigiveba unda moxdes artanujTan da aqedan gamom
dinare gansazRvravs xuSa(ni)s mdebareobas „kulxas erT-erTi olqis 
kulxaxalis da qalaq ildamuSas (artanujis) samxreTiT“;4  metic, s. 
gogitiZe xuSans olTisis-wylis WoroxTan SeerTebis orive mxares 
aTavsebs, Tumca speris da didis mimarTulebiT eZebs.5 

olTisis-wylis WoroxTan SeerTebis arealSi ki mdebareobs iS
xani, xolo misgan 75 km-Si – bana. xuSa(ni)s samxreTiT da bia(ni)s samx
reT-dasavleTiT  mdebareobda argiSTi I-is mier Zv.w. 784 wels moxse
niebuli qveyana ulTuza (u-12.3).6 g. meliqiSvilis mixedviT, ulTuza, 
samxreT amierkavkasiis tomi, gansaxlebuli unda yofiliyo araratis 
velze,7 s. gogitiZe ki iziarebs mosazrebas, rom ulTuza mdebareob
da olTisis (dRev. olTu) teritoriaze.8  

am gadmosaxedidan Tu davubrundebiT surb-sahakis warweras, 
romelic gvamcnobs, rom biasa da xuSanSi misvlis Semdeg argiSTim ga
ilaSqra didis, zuas, qveynis karis, aSkalaSis, kadas da SaSilus wina
aRmdeg (u-12.2), maSin gamodis, rom geografiuli arealis Tanxvedris 
da fonetikuri msgavsebis gaTvaliswinebiT u l T u z a  – o l T i s i s , 
b i a n i  – b a n a s , xolo x u S a n i  – i S x a n i s  arealSi mdebareobda, 
olTisis-wylis WoroxTan SeerTebis orive mxares, iSxnis eklesiidan 
– 10 km. radiusSi, olTisidan – 60 km., banadan – 75 km. da koladan (kul
xa) – 115 km. Crdilo-dasavleTiT, bereqeTidan (klarjeTi) – 117 km. da 

1 gordeziani, wyaroebi, gv. 24.
2 Gordeziani, CTU A 3-4, gv. 34, 36.
3 Gordeziani, Qulḫa, gv. 242.
4 gogitiZe, samxreT-dasavleTi saqarTvelos, gv. 5, 101-102. kulxaxali imave 
mkvlevrebis mier klarjeTTan igivdeba (dRev. bereqeTi).
5 iqve, gv. 101-102.
6 iqve, gv. 105, 233; gordeziani, antikuri, gv. 28.
7 Меликишвили, УКН, gv. 212-213, 445, 427.
8 gogitiZe, samxreT-dasavleTi saqarTvelos, gv. 233.
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artanujidan – 108 km. samxreT-dasavleTiT, xolo uzunderedan – 45 
km. Crdilo-aRmosavleTiT (ruka 18).

SesaZlebelia, biani-xuSani samxreTiTac da ara Woroxis xeo
baSi veZioT: b i a n i  – b a s i a n i s , xolo x u S a n i  – x o r a s a n i s  are
alSi, romlebic erTmaneTTan 46 km-iT, magram uzunderedan, Sesa
bamisad, 108 km. da 124 km-iT arian daSorebulni. 29 saukunis Semdeg 
SeuZlebelia zustad gansazRvro Tu romel „qveynis kars“ gulisx
mobda argiSTi I: imas, romelsac SemdgomSi ewoda „gurju-kapi“; qadis 
modaraje „sam kars“; Tu imas, rasac dRes ewodeba „enguzek-kapi“; ase
ve, Znelia imis mtkiceba – biani-xuSani uldinis (didis, idis) da ol
Tisis samxreTiT mdebare basiani-xorasanis identuria Tu maT Crdi
loeTiT mdebare bana-iSxanis; Tumca, mimaCnia, rom minuas warwerebi 
unda aRwerdes ara arzrumis, aramed TorTumwylis xeobebSi („qvey
nebSi“) laSqrobebs, sadac erTmaneTTan mijriT aris ganlagebuli ka
le-dibis cixe da TorTomis cixe, xaxuli da enguzekis karis cixe (di
kiari/aRjakale), isi-qirazli da safaja-oSki, iSxani da bana; Sesaba
misad, biani-xuSanis (abilianixi-xuSalxis) gaigiveba ufro realuria 
moxdes rogorc Crdilis tbidan, ise olTisidan ufro axlos, idi // 
dididan daaxloebiT imave manZilze mdebare bana-iSxanis arealTan, 
vidre basian-horasanis mxaresTan. Tu davubrundebiT sarduri II-is 
mier xuSalxis dapyrobis teqsts (u-29.3), Cndeba kiTxva: xom ar arse
bobda raime fonetikuri kavSiri iSxanidan 60 km-Si mdebare xaxulsa 
da xuSanis mefe xaxans (Ḫaḫa) Soris, rac kidev ufro gaamyarebda mo
sazrebas iSxanisa da xuSanis igiveobis Sesaxeb?

l. gordeziani aRniSnavs, rom argiSti CrdiloeTisken Tor
Tomis xeobis gavliT gaemarTa, Semdeg aRmosavleTisken, igas (Cil
diris tbasTan axlos) da eriahis (Tanamedrove giumris teritori
aze) mimarTulebiT Seuxvia. marSruti namdvilad logikuria regi
onis mTiani landSaftebis gaTvaliswinebiT. Sesabamisad, argiStis 
klarjeTi giumramde unda daelaSqra.1 asea Tu ise, rukaze datanili 
argiSTi I-is samxedro eqspediciis dros moxseniebuli CvenTvis sain
tereso punqtebi (ruka 19) da vaxuStiseuli taos sazRvrebi (ruka 20) 
GoogleMap-ze Semdegnairad gamoiyureba:

1 Gordeziani, CTU A 3-4, gv. 34.
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ruka 18 (Map 18): ist. xuSani-biana-ulTuzas 
ganlagebis SesaZlo areali 

ruka 19-20 (Map 19-20): diauxSi argiSTi I-is samxedro eqspedicia 
da taos vaxuStiseuli sazRvrebi
(ruka 20 ix. momdevno gverdze) 
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10. sad mdebareobda k o p i s a  da m o s x i s  mTebi?

Tu sakiTxs ufro farTo istoriul-geografiuli perspeqtiviT Sev
xedavT, davinaxavT, rom „gurju-kapis“ gavliT TorTom-cixesTan da 
xaxulTan ikveTeba aRmosavleTidan nariman-olTisis da dasavle
Tidan  ispir-arzrumis  gzebi, romlebic Woroxis gayolebiT, Savi 
zRvis sanapiromde aRwevs (ruka 21).1

1843 wels r. qerzoni werda, rom arzrumidan TorTomisken mi
maval gzaze mdebare kldovani mwvervalidan Cans sami mdinaris sa
Tave, romelTagan erTi (Woroxi, TorTom-wylisa da olTisis-wylis 
Senakadebis saxiT) CrdiloeTiT da Sav zRvaSi, meore (arezis/araqsis 
Senakadi, gioqlias uReltexilTn) – kaspiis zRvaSi, xolo mesame (ev
fratis Senakadebi, kara-sus saTave dumlu su da serCam su) – samxre
TiT miedineba da sparseTis yureSi Caedineba.2 Sav zRvasa da sparse
Tis yureSi Camdinare mdinareebis, Woroxisa da evfratis wyalgamyo
fi ki „giaur-daRi“, anu „mosxuri mTebis“ samxreTi seqtoria, sadac 
mosxis mTebi imijneba kopis mTisagan (Kop-Dağı). amgvarad, SeiZleba 
iTqvas, rom k o p i s a  d a  m o s x i s  m T a T a  s i s t e m e b i , romlebic 
kavkasiis miwebs anti-taurusis mTebidan gamoyofda, aramarto uZve

1 qavTaraZe, uZvelesi tao, gv. 138.
2 Curzon, Erzeroom; damowmebulia naSromidan: qavTaraZe, saqarTvelos saxel-
mwifoebrivi, gv. 23.
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lesi samyaros udides mdinareTa, aramed c i v i l i z a c i a T a  m n i S
v n e l o v a n  g a m y o f  d a  „ g a m m i j n a v  x a z s “  w a r m o a d g e n d a . 
m a T  mkvidrTa ori Sto ki, „CrdiloeTis“ mdinareebis – Sav zRvaSi 
Camdinare Woroxis (olTisis-wylisa da TorTomis-wylis Senakadebi
TurT) da kaspiis zRvaSi Camdinare mtkvris auzebis gaswvriv, aTas
wleulebis manZilze mimdinare migraciebisa Tu kulturaTa urTi
erT-gacvlis procesSi qarTuli eTnosisa da qarTuli saxelmwifo
ebriobis Camoyalibebis umTavres arealad iqca (ruka 22). swored Wo
roxis dinebas unda ukavSirdebodes kolxisis politikuri da kul
turuli centris TandaTanobiTi gadanacvleba samxreTidan (kola, 
dRev. gole-olTu) Crdilo-dasavleTisken. navaraudevia, rom Zv.w. 
VIII-VII saukuneebidan, rodesac adgili aqvs berZnuli axalSenebis 
daarsebas jer Savi zRvis samxreT-aRmosavleT, mogvianebiT ki aR
mosavleT sanapiroebze, aq arsebuli didi politikuri warmonaqmnis 
– „kolxas“ saxeli (kolxisi/kolxidis formiT) gadaiqca am mxareebis 
vrceli teritoriis zogad aRmniSvnelad.1 

Sejamebis saxiT SeiZleba iTqvas Semdegi: 
warmodgenili versiiT, iaziliTaSis warwerebSi moxseniebuli 

diauxis dedaqalaqi S a S i l u  igivdeba x a x u l T a n , S e S e T i  – o S
k i - a S k a l a S / a S k i s o r / s a f a j a s T a n , z u a  – e n g u z e k k a p i /
d i k i a r T a n , xolo u t u x a i  – o t x a / q i r a z l i s T a n ; amasTan, 
S a S a r o z i  SesaZlebelia miviCnioT S a S i l u d a n  adgilmonacv
le mosaxleobis axal samosaxlod. Tu gaviziarebT im mosazrebasac, 
rom T o r T u m i s  c i x e , misi SemogareniT (sasire, dRev. Kemerkaya-
Esendurak, soxToroTi, dRev. Doruklu da eqeqi, dRev. Vişneli), asia mefis 
droindeli daiaenis ucnobi dedaqalaqi iyo, maSin urartus mefe mi
nuas diauxSi samxedro eqspediciis areali google-map-is ganzomile
baSi Semdegnairad gamoiyureba  (ruka 23).  

am gadmosaxedidan ar unda iyos gasakviri, rom mas Semdeg, rac 
ax.w. X saukuneSi yofili diauxis yvela es zemoxsenebuli terito
ria daviT III kurapalatis samflobeloSi moeqca da samefos Camke
tis funqcia m o s x i s a  da k o p i s  mTagrexilebidan Crdilo-aRmo
savleTiT kvlav T o r T o m i s a  da a R j a - y a l e s  ( e n g u z e k - k a
p i s )  c i x e e b s  daekisraT, xolo mTavari savaWro da sasicocxlo 
arteria Woroxis erT-erTma Semavsebelma T o r T o m - w y a l m a  da 
g u r j u - k a p i m  daibruna, bagratovanTa sataxto qalaq o l T i s i
d a n  da olTisis-wylis b a n a s  kaTedralidan mas swored TorTomis 
xeobaSi, istoriul taoSi, Zveli diauxis centrebis nafuZarze aego 
is umTavresi qristianuli taZrebi, romlebic Sua saukuneebSi qvey

1 meliqiSvili, saqarTveloSi klasobrivi, gv. 87-88; xazaraZe, saqarTvelos 
Zveli istoriis, gv. 189; qavTaraZe, uZvelesi tao, gv. 140.



60

nis Zlierebas ganasaxierebdnen: xaxuli, oSki, iSxani, oTxTa, parxali… 
(ruka 24).1

1 TorTomis erT-erTi pirveli sruli aRweriT, romelic 1674 wlamde unda 
Catarebuliyo, mxare 4 nahiesgan Sedgeboda (TorTomis, liskavis, axCiriqis 
– TiToeuli 15 sofliT, da xaxulis, romelic 27 sofels aerTianebda. 
pirvel sam nahieSi Semaval 45 sofelSi aRwerili 2749 komlidan qristiani 
iyo 2709 da mxolod 40 – muslimi; m.S., Cvens mier xsenebul dasaxlebebSi 
saerTo komlebis Tanafardoba qristianulTan iyo Semdegi: sof. TorTomi 
(dedacixe, rabaTi da eklesia) – 168:168; sof. soxToroTi – 53:53; sof. eqiqi – 
93:85. xaxulis nahies 27 sofelSi 3473 komlidan ki 3406 iyo qristianuli da 
mxolod 67 – muslimi; m.S., sof. xaxuli (haho) – 312:312; sof. vixiqi – 281:281; 
sof. unguzeqi (enguzeqi) – 142:139; sof. azorti (uzorti) – 243:241; sof. 
oseTi – 85:85; sof. oTxa – 69:69; sof. isi – 58:58; sof. oSki – 233:231; sof. 
(oSki) vanqi – 178:175; sof. eSqisori (aSkisori) – 126:126 (SaSikaZe, karaliZe, 
taos istoriidan, gv. 91-96).

ruka 21 (Map 21): GoogleMap-ze datanili Savi zRvis sanapirodan 
arzrumisken mimavali ist. gza
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ruka 23 (Map 23): GoogleMap-ze datanili urartuelTa laSqrobis 
savaraudo marSruti diauxSi

ruka 22 (Map 22): GoogleMap-ze datanili 
kopisa da mosxis mTaTa sistemebi
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damowmebuli wyaroebi da literatura
Cited Sources and Literature

batoniSvili vaxuSti, aRwera – batoniSvili vaxuSti, aRwera same­
fosa saqarTvelosa, „qarTlis cxovreba“, t. IV, teqsti dadgenili 
yvela ZiriTadi xelnaweris mixedviT s. yauxCiSvilis mier, Tbilisi, 
1973
(Batonishvili Vakhushti, Description – Batonishvili Vakhushti, Description of the 
Kingdom of Georgia, „The Georgian Chronicles“, Vol. IV, The text is established from 
all major manuscripts by S. Qaukhchishvili, Tbilisi, 1973).
gordeziani, antikuri – antikuri kavkasia, enciklopedia, gordezi
ani r., t. 1, wyaroebi, Tbilisi, 2020  
(Gordeziani, Antiquus – Gordeziani R., Caucasus Antiquus, Encyclopedia, Vol. 1, 
Sources, Tbilisi, 2020).
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Irakli Koplatadze

In the Footsteps of the Diauehi Kingdom:
Medieval Georgian Centers in Historical Tao

Summary

The present paper aims to identify revised locations of Shashilu, Shesheti, Zua(ni), 
Utukhai, Ashkalashi, Bia(ni), Khusha(ni), Ultuza, Uldini (Didi), Kada (Qada), the 
Country Gate, Khushalkhi, and Kulkha – ancient cities and centers of the Diauehi 
(Diaokhi) Kingdom, as recorded on cuneiform tablets of the Urartian kings Menua, 
Argishti I (son of Menua), and Sarduri II (son of Argishti I). Drawing on an analysis of 
historical sources and research, a comparison of toponyms found in historical atlases 
and online satellite maps (Google Maps), as well as multiple field visits conducted bet
ween 2016 and 2018, this article attempts to localize each of the aforementioned cities 
or ‘countries’ of Diauehi, along with the ‘Georgian Gate’ (Gürcü-Kapı), the ‘Three 
Gates’ (Sami-kari), and the ‘Engüzek Gate’ (Engüzek-kapı), within the gorges of the 
Tortum-Su (Tortumists’q’ali, Tortum Çayı) and the Oltu-Su (Oltisis Ts’q’ali, Oltu 
Çayı) rivers. In particular, Shasharoz, the name of an unidentified chapel discovered 
in 2016 south of Uzundere (Tortum Gorge), with Georgian lapidary inscriptions, pro
bably from the 10th century, bears a resemblance to that of the ancient Diauehi capital, 
Shashilu: Shashilu // Shashilo // Shashalo // Shasharo-z.

Mapping of ancient cities also showed that the geography of Urartian military 
campaigns coincides with an important trade route, which passed from Erzurum thro
ugh the Georgian Gates, Tortum-Su, Oltu-Su and the Ch’orokhi river and continued 
to Sarpi, the modern Georgian-Turkish border, which corresponds to the theories of 
the settlement of Colchis from the southeast (presumably, from Kola) in the Black Sea 
region. Moreover, the studies also indicate that David III Kouropalates, the 10th-cen
tury King of Georgia, who resided at Oltu Castle with its religious center at Bana (Oltu 
Gorge), had to build the main Christian centers in the Tortum Gorge (Khakhuli, Oshki, 
Ishkhani, Otkhta, Parkhali), all in the immediate vicinity of old Diauehi cities which, 
after the reintegration of Tortum into the medieval Georgian Kingdom of Tao, epito
mised the country’s strength and power.

Viewed from a broader historical and geographical perspective, one can obser
ve that from the rocky heights along the road from Erzurum to Tortum, the headwaters 
of three major rivers are visible. One of these – the Ch’orokhi (via its tributaries, the 
Tortum-Su and Oltu-Su) flows northward into the Black Sea; the Araks (Aras), which 
has one of its sources in the Gioklia Pass and flows into the Caspian Sea following a 
confluence with the Kura (Mtkvari) River; the Dumlu-Su, Kara-Su and Sercham-Su, 
which join the Euphrates, flowing southwards into the Persian Gulf. Therefore, the 
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Moskhi Mountains, in conjunction with the Kop Mountains, which demarcate its sout
hern border from the Anti-Taurus Mountains, constitute a pivotal watershed not only 
for the aforementioned rivers but also for the ancient civilisations. Two branches of its 
inhabitants, along the basins of the Ch’orokhi and Kura rivers, played a significant role 
in the formation of the Georgian ethnos and its statehood over millennia of migrations, 
wars and peace, trade and mutual exchange. 
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Map 20: The frontiers of historic Tao, as described by Vakhushti Bagrationi (18th cen
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