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arqeologiuri gaTxrebi cixisZirSi da  
petra-cixisZiris igiveobis sakiTxi 

 
cixisZiris cixem, romelic qobuleTidan samxreTiT 7 km-is daSo-

rebiT zRvispira maRal kldeze mdebareobs, mkvlevarTa yuradReba 
XIX s-is 80-iani wlebidan miipyro da interesi mis mimarT dRemde ar ga-
nelebula (tab. I1-2, VII1). bizantieli istorikosis prokopi kesarielis 
cnobiT, VI s-is 30-ian wlebSi bizantiasa da irans Soris egrisisaTvis 
amtydari omis dros, imperator iustinianes brZanebiT, berZnebma 
egrisis samefos zRvis sanapiroze aages strategiuli mniSvnelobis 
mqone cixe-qalaqi petra, romelic manamde umniSvnelo dasaxleba iyo.1  

petra-cixisZiris igiveobis sakiTxSi eWvi Seitana g. grigoliam. 
misi azriT, petra Woroxis samxreTiT q. xofas midamoebSia saZebni. xo-
fas sanapiro xasiaTdeba kldovani reliefiT, ris gamoc am adgilisa-
Tvis SeiZleba ewodebinaT `petra~. xofas midamoebSi dRemde SemorCa 
berZnul-lazuri hidronimi `petro-Rali~, rac kldis Reles niSnavs. 
xofas cixisZirisgan gansxvavebiT, gaaCnia kargi navsadguri, romelic 
aucileblad unda hqonoda iseT strategiul punqts, rogoric petra 
iyo. swored xofa da ara cixisZiri mdebareobs im mniSvnelovani gzebis 
gasayarze, romlis Sesaxeb aRniSnavda s. janaSia. petras xofasTan 

                                                           
1 prokopi kesarieli, omi sparselebTan, gv. 74.  
2 inaiSvili, cixisZiris arqeologiuri Zeglebi, gv. 4. 
3 janaSia, feodaluri revolucia saqarTveloSi, gv. 33. 
4 inaiSvili, petra-cixisZirSi 1962-1965 ww. Catarebuli gaTxrebis Sedegebi, 

gv. 102-103. 

daviT mindoraSvიli   

petras lokalizaciisas mkvlevarTa nawilma saamisod yvelaze 
Sesaferis adgilad cixisZiris midamoebi miiCnia.2 s. janaSia pirveli 
iyo, vinc Seecada petra-cixisZiris igiveobis sakiTxi mecnierulad 
daesabuTebina. werilobiTi wyaroebis analizis safuZvelze, mkvleva-
ri mivida im daskvnamde, rom `mxolod cixisZirs SeSvenis is topogra-
fiuli niSnebi, romelsac gvawvdis prokopi kesarieli qalaq petras 
Sesaxeb~.3 s. janaSias mosazreba petra-cixisZiris igiveobis Sesaxeb 
gaiziara am problemiT dainteresebuli mkvlevrebis umravlesobam (n. 
berZeniSvili, n. lomouri, n. xoStaria, p. ingoroyva, v. siWinava, k. mel-
iTauri, v. leqvinaZe, d. musxeliSvili da sxva). SemdgomSi petra-cixis-
Ziris igiveobis problemas ramdenime naSromi miuZRvna aslan inai-
Svilma, romelic, werilobiT wyaroebTan erTad, iyenebda cixisZiris 
arqeologiur masalasac.4 
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msgavsi formis keramikuli nawarmi aRmoCenilia sakuTriv cixis-
ZirSi,1 noqalaqevSi,2 quTaisSi,3 vardcixeSi,4 webeldis cixeze5 da sxv.  

amforebi sxvadasxva tipisaa. viwroyeliani amforebis yurebi 
Semkulia asimetriuli qedebiT (tab. V10). analogiuri amforebi aRmo-
Cenilia: cixisZirSi,6 gonio-afsarosSi,7 foTSi,8 webeldis cixeze,9 biW-
vinTaSi,10 noqalaqevSi,11 vardcixeSi12 da sxva. amgvari amforebi IV s-Si 
Cndeba da arsebobas ganagrZoben VI s-is bolomde.13 amforebis gan-
sxvavebuli tipi warmodgenilia moCalisfrod gamomwvari gofrire-
buli natexebiT (tab. V11). sinopuri warmomavlobis amgvari amforebi 
cnobilia: foTidan,14 gonio-afsarosidan, noqalaqevidan, qersone-
sidan, tanaisidan da sxva. amgvari amforebi VI s-is miwurulamde arse-
boben.15 welSezneqili amforebi yvelaze mravalricxovania (tab. V12-13). 
IV-VI ss-iT daTariRebuli msgavsi amforebi cixisZirSi adrecaa ga-
movlenili.16 msgavsi amforebi aRmoCenilia gonio-afsarosSi.17 ana-
logiuri amforebi gvxvdeba vardcixeSi,18 noqalaqevSi,19 quTaisSi,20 
webeldis cixeze da afxazeTis adreuli Sua saukuneebis sxvadasxva 

                                                           
1 inaiSvili, petra-cixisZirSi 1962-1965 ww. Catarebuli gaTxrebis Sedegebi, 

tab. XXIV4, XXV1-5. 
2 lomitaSvili, noqalaqevis naqalaqari, gv. 34, 43, 47. 
3 lanCava, quTaisis arqeologia, sur. 134.  
4 jafariZe, vardcixis naqalaqari, gv. 87, 88, tab. XIV, XV. 
5 Воронов, Бгажба, Материалы, tab. 561-7, 69, 70, 811. 
6 inaiSvili, petra-cixisZirSi 1962-1965 ww. Catarebuli gaTxrebis Sedegebi, 

gv. 55, tab. XX1. 
7 xalvaSi, keramikuli tara, gv. 46. 
8 gamyreliZe, wyalqveSa arqeologiuri eqspediciis kvleva-Zieba, gv. 111-112, 

sur. 11. 
9  Воронов, Бгажба, Материалы, tab. 271-15.  
10 berZeniSvili, fuTuriZe, biWvintaSi mopovebuli amforebi, gv. 273. 
11 leqvinaZe, noqalaqevis naqalaqarze 1978-1982 wlebSi gamovlenili arqeo-

logiuri masala, gv. 241. 
12 jafariZe, vardcixis naqalaqari, gv. 60-61, tab. IX6-7. 
13 xalvaSi, keramikuli tara, gv. 47. 
14 gamyreliZe, wyalqveSa arqeologiuri eqspediciis kvleva-Zieba, gv. 111, 

sur. 10. 
15 xalvaSi, keramikuli tara, gv. 51-52, sur. 43. 
16 inaiSvili, petra-cixisZirSi 1962-1965 ww. Catarebuli gaTxrebis Sedegebi, 

gv. 54. 
17 xalvaSi, keramikuli tara, gv. 20-21. 
18 jafariZe, vardcixis naqalaqari, gv. 56. 
19 Леквинадзе, Хведелидзе, Массовые археологические находки, gv. 131.  
20 lanCava, quTaisis arqeologia, gv. 213. 
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dgas webeldis cixeze aRmoCenil firfitebTan, romlebic zogadad VI-
VIII ss-iT TariRdeba.1  

koSkSi gamovlinda farebis sami naxevarsferuli rkinis umboni 
(tab. VI2-4). rogori formis iyo sakuTriv fari - wriuli, ovaluri, oTxku-
Txa Tu sxva, Zneli saTqmelia. rac Seexeba masalas, farebi unda yofili-
yo xis, romelzec tyavi iyo gadakruli. faris umbonebi CvenSi aRmoCeni-
lia istoriuli egrisis Crdilo-dasavleT teritoriaze - e. w. `webel-
duri kulturis~ Zeglebze.2 Tumca, am umbonebis zeda nawili konusuria 
da am mxriv isini gansxvavdeba cixisZiris naxevarsferuli umbonebisagan.  

danebi calpirlesilia, morkaluri an swortaniani (tab. V25-26). 
adreuli Sua saukuneebis arqeologiur Zeglebze iSviaTi araa rkinis 
danebis aRmoCenis faqtebi.3 

koSkSi Svidi Subispiri gamovlinda (tab. VI14-20). msgavsi Subispi-
rebi araerTia cnobili istoriuli egrisisa da CrdiloeT kavkasiis 
teritoriebidan.4 Subispirebis raodenobis mixedviT, koSkis mcve-
lebis odenoba Svidi mebrZoliT SeiZleba ganisazRvros. 

koSkSi aRmoCnda rkinis 13 isrispiri. erT isrispirs aqvs oTx-
kuTxaganivkveTiani piri da dagrZelebuli yunwi (tab. VI33). 12 isris-
piri samfrTiania (tab. VI21-32). samfrTiani isrispirebi farTodaa 
gavrcelebuli adreuli Sua saukuneebis mTels kavkasiaSi, maT Soris 
egrisis teritoriazec.5 

                                                           
1 Воронов, Бгажба, Материалы, tab. 9218-26, 941-15,20-28, 951. 
2 Трапш, Культура Цебельдинских некрополей, gv. 153-156, tab. III4, V4, VI2, XI2, XX2, XXI10, 

XXXI2; Гунба, Новые памятники Цебельдинской культуры, tab. XII3, XXXVII6.  
3 inaiSvili, cixisZiris arqeologiuri Zeglebi, tab. XXXIII4; lomitaSvili, no-

qalaqevis naqalaqari, gv. 60; Гунба, Новые памятники Цебельдинской культуры, 
tab. VII3, XII5, XIII4, XIV26, XV4. 

4 Трапш, Культура Цебельдинских некрополей, gv. 150, tab. VIII2, XXV8, XXXIV10; Воронов, 

Археологическая карта, gv. 62, tab. XXXVIII38; misive, Тайна Цебельдинской долины, 
sur. 295,11; Воронов (da sxva), Новые погребения Апсилов, gv. 25, sur. 1610, 188, 241; 
Гунба, Новые памятники Цебельдинской культуры, tab. V5, XII6, XXV5, XXVII3-4, XXVIII4, 
XXXIII5; inaiSvili, cixisZiris arqeologiuri Zeglebi, gv. 83, tab. XXXII6; 
kaxiZe (da sxva), adre Sua saukuneebis samarxebi, gv. 78; lomitaSvili, no-
qalaqevis naqalaqari, tab. XLII2; lorTqifaniZe, biWvinTis naqalaqari, tab. 
XIII1; Ковалевская, Северокавказские древности, gv. 178, sur. 6240. 

5 Леквинадзе, Хведелидзе, Массовые археологические находки, gv. 144; lomitaSvili, 
noqalaqevis naqalaqari, gv. 61; jafariZe, vardcixis naqalaqari, gv. 108; 
lorTqifaniZe, biWvinTis naqalaqari, tab. XIII2; Воронов, Бгажба, Материалы, 
tab. 9310-14,16-23; Трапш, Культура Цебельдинских некрополей, gv. 151; Воронов, Тайна 

Цебельдинской долины, sur. 30. 
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sabrZolo iaraRidan rkinis erTi satevari da sami maxvilia. 
satevari moklea (SemorCenili sigrZe 13,5 sm). aklia tari (tab. V24). sami 
maxvilidan erTi calpirlesilia - ori orpirlesili. calpirlesil 
maxvils tarze SerCenili aqvs manWvlis kvali. maxvilis sigrZe 80,5 sm-
ia (tab. VI5). calpirlesili maxvilis analogebi cnobilia afxazeTisa 
da CrdiloeT kavkasiis V-VI ss-is samarovnebidan.1 

orpirlesili maxvilis tarze SemorCenilia manWvali. wveri ova-
luria. maxvilis sigrZe 90,5 sm-ia. iaraRi masze Zelis dacemis gamo de-
formirebulia (tab. VI6). meore maxvili, romlis SemorCenili sigrZe 77 
sm-ia, Zlieraa dazianebuli (tab. VI7). cixisZiris orpirlesili max-
vilebis analogebi araerTia cnobili mTels aRmosavleTSi. gansa-
kuTrebiT damaxasiaTebelia isini iranis adreuli Sua saukuneebis ma-
terialuri kulturisaTvis.2 msgavsi orpirlesili maxvilebi gvxvde-
ba istoriuli Crdilo-dasavleTi egrisis teritoriaze.3 V-VI ss-iT 
daTariRebuli orpirlesili maxvilebi aRmoCnda Sapkis cixis sama-
rovanze da sof. azanTaSi.4 axali welTaRricxvis dasawyisiT daTari-
Rebuli orpirlesili maxvilebi cnobilia Cxorowyudan.5 V s-s mie-
kuTvneba msgavsi maxvili sof. brutis (oseTi) #2 yorRanidan.6  

koSkSi rkinis eqvsi culia mikvleuli (tab. VI8-13). gansakuTrebul 
interess iwvevs culebi mrgvali satare naxvretiT, moxrili taniT, 
asimetriuli da farTo piriT (tab. VI11-13). analogiuri forma-moyva-
nilobis culebi araerTia aRmoCenili afxazeTis Zeglebze da maTi 
TariRi IV-VII ss-iT aris gansazRvruli.7 amgvar culebs afxazi mkvlev-
rebi e. w. ̀ webelduri kulturis~ maxasiaTebel elementad miiCneven da 
`webeldur culebad~ moixsenieben. amis safuZvels maT TiTqos is ga-
remoeba aZlevT, rom aRniSnuli tipis culebis umetesoba afxazeTis 

                                                           
1 Трапш, Культура Цебельдинских некрополей, gv. 144; Гунба, Новые памятники Цебельдин-

ской культуры, gv. 77; Ковалевская, Северокавказские древности, gv. 178, sur. 6244. 
2 Габуев, Аланские княжеские курганы, gv. 45, lit. ix. iqve. 
3 Гунба, Новые памятники Цебельдинской культуры, gv. 76; Трапш, Культура Цебель-

динских некрополей, gv. 144-145. 
4 Воронов (da sxva), Новые погребения Апсилов, gv. 28-29. 
5 Хоштария, Чхороцку, могильник с трупосожжением, gv. 81, tab. VII1-2. 
6 Габуев, Аланские княжеские курганы, gv. 45, sur. 4. 
7 Воронов, Археологическая карта, tab. XXXVI13-20; misive, Тайна Цебельдинской долины,      

gv. 34-35, sur. 311-6; Воронов (da sxva), Новые погребения Апсилов, gv. 24-29, sur. 1416, 185, 
2013, 235; Трапш, Культура Цебельдинских некрополей, gv. 147-148, sur. 21; Гунба, Новые 
памятники Цебельдинской культуры, gv. 84, tab. VIII4, XX4, XXV6, XXVI2, XXXV5. 
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teritoriazea mikvleuli. culebis es saxeoba afxazma mkvlevrebma 
afsil-abazgebis kuTvnilebad gamoacxades.1  

e. w. `webelduri culebis~ aRmoCenis areali istoriuli egrisis 
teritoriaze sakmaod farToa. amitom, Tavis droze gaCnda safuZ-
vliani eWvi am artefaqtebis `webeldur culebad~ moxseniebis marTe-
bulobasTan dakavSirebiT.2 aseTi culebi aRmoCnda sof. CxalTasa da 
xutiaSi md. kodoris zemo welze, romelic adreul Sua saukuneebSi 
misimianelTa (svanuri modgmis tomTa) gansaxlebis arealadaa miCne-
uli. culebi momdinareobs IV-V ss-is darRveuli samarxebidan. aseTi-
ve culebi gamovlinda sof. lenjerisa da xofuris V s-is samarxebSi.3 
msgavsi artefaqti cnobilia vardcixis V-VI ss-is ganaTxari masali-
dan.4 analogiuri culebi gvxvdeba noqalaqevSi,5 urekSi.6 istoriuli 
egrisis sxva punqtebidan, sadac amgvari culebia aRmoCenili, unda 
davasaxeloT: leCxumi, Cxari, zugdidis raioni, ajameTi, vani, oCxo-
muri (2 c.), Wuberi, geguTi, sviri, farnali, patara jixaiSi, xoni.7 `we-
belduri kulturis~ momcveli teritoriis garda, culis es saxeoba 
cnobilia soWis midamoebidanac.8 

samxreT-dasavleT egrisSi msgavsi culi aRmoCenilia cixisZiris 
IV s-is samarxeul kompleqsSi.9 analogiuri culi cnobilia fiWvnaris 

                                                           
1 Трапш, Культура Цебельдинских некрополей, gv. 148; Гунба, Новые памятники Цебель-

динской культуры, gv. 84. 
2 jafariZe, webelduri kulturis istoriis zogierTi sakiTxisaTvis, gv. 82; 

lomitaSvili, lorTqifaniZe, noqalaqevSi gamovlenili e. w. `webelduri~ 
culebisa da doqebis raobisaTvis, gv. 32; afxazava, gvianantikuri da adre-
SuasaukuneTa epoqis afxazeTis eTnikuri situacia, gv. 47. 

3 CarTolani, cindeliani, kodoris xeobis arqeologiuri Zeglebi, gv. 10, 14, 
tab. VI1-4, XI1-2. 

4 jafariZe, vardcixis naqalaqari, gv. 109. 
5 lomitaSvili, noqalaqevis naqalaqari, gv. 58-59. 
6 Хоштария, Археологическое исследование, sur. 21. 
7 jafariZe, webelduri kulturis istoriis zogierTi sakiTxisaTvis, gv. 82; 

Артилаква, Железообрабатывающее ремесло, tab. 21-26; afxazava, gvianantikuri 
da adreSuasaukuneTa epoqis afxazeTis eTnikuri situacia, gv. 47. 

8 Воронов, Древности Сочи, tab. 522-4. 
9 inaiSvili, cixisZiris arqeologiuri Zeglebi, gv. 83. 
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IV s-is samarxidan. meore amgvari culi fiWvnaris teritoriaze Sem-
TxveviTaa aRmoCenili.1 aseTive culebi gamovlinda md. Woroxis mar-
cxena napirze sof. simoneTTan.2 samecniero literaturaSi damowme-
bulia analogiuri culis aRmoCenis faqti sof. vernebSic.3  

rogorc vxedavT, amgvari culebis gavrcelebis areali moicavs 
mTel istoriul egriss. amdenad, maTi mxolod `webelduri kultu-
ris~ maxasiaTebel artefaqtebad, ̀ webeldur culebad~ da am culebis 
afsil-abazgebis kuTvnilebad moxsenieba istoriuli realobis dama-
xinjebaa.4  

bolo xanebSi amgvar culebs samecniero literaturaSi arqeo-
logTa da eTnologTa nawili `lazur culebad~ moixseniebs.5 maTi 
azriT: `rkinis lazuri culi gavrcelebuli Cans ara mxolod sakuT-
riv lazeTSi, aramed TiTqmis mTel aRmosavleT SavizRvispireTSi da 
gansakuTrebiT samxreT-dasavleT saqarTvelos teritoriaze~.6 nak-
leb damajerebeli Cans am tipis culebis `lazurad~ moxsenieba. saqme 
isaa, rom afxazeTis teritoriaze aRmoCenili amgvari culebi (160-
mde erTeuli) sadReisod mainc gacilebiT Warbobs egrisis mTel 
danarCen teritoriaze mikvleuli culebis saerTo raodenobas.  

e. w. `webelduri culebisaTvis~ sxva mkvlevrebi gvTavazoben 
termins - `egrisuli~,7 magram am SemTxvevaSi jer culebis warmomav-
lobis adgilobrivi - egrisuli fesvebia sakvlev-samtkicebeli. Tum-
ca, culebis warmomavlobis am mimarTulebiT kvleva ar unda iyos 
gamarTlebuli. 

                                                           
1 kaxiZe (da sxva), adre Sua saukuneebis samarxebi, gv. 79. 
2 mamulaZe, qamadaZe, 2014 wels sof. simoneTSi warmoebuli arqeologiuri 

gaTxrebis angariSi, gv. 305, tab. XI1-2. 
3 afxazava, gvianantikuri da adreSuasaukuneTa epoqis afxazeTis eTnikuri 

situacia, gv. 47. 
4 jafariZe, vardcixis naqalaqari, gv. 109; lomitaSvili, lorTqifaniZe, 

noqalaqevSi gamovlenili e. w. `webelduri~ culebisa da doqebis raobi-
saTvis, gv. 32; afxazava, gvianantikuri da adreSuasaukuneTa epoqis afxa-
zeTis eTnikuri situacia, gv. 47. 

5 kaxiZe (da sxva), adre Sua saukuneebis samarxebi, gv. 79; kaxiZe, saxelosno 
iaraR-xelsawyoebi, gv. 15, 35, sur. 3-6; mamulaZe, qamadaZe, 2014 wels sof. 
simoneTSi warmoebuli arqeologiuri gaTxrebis angariSi, gv. 305. 

6 mamulaZe, qamadaZe, 2014 wels sof. simoneTSi warmoebuli arqeologiuri 
gaTxrebis angariSi, iqve, tab. XI1-2. 

7 lomitaSvili, lorTqifaniZe, noqalaqevSi gamovlenili e. w. `webelduri~ 
culebisa da doqebis raobisaTvis, gv. 32; lomitaSvili, noqalaqevis naqa-
laqari, gv. 59; afxazava, gvianantikuri da adreSuasaukuneTa epoqis afxa-
zeTis eTnikuri situacia, gv. 50. 
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b. kuftins `webelduri culebis~ paralelebad germaniasa da 
bohemiaSi aRmoCenili gvianromauli xanis culebi miaCnda.1 i. voro-
novi `webeldur culebs~ evropul franciskebs ukavSirebda.2 v. jafa-
riZis miTiTebiT, `webelduri culebis~ paralelebi gvxvdeba ger-
maniis q. maincis muzeumis fondebSi. amgvari culebis evropaSi da da-
savleT saqarTveloSi gavrcelebis faqti gamoricxavs aRniSnuli cu-
lebis mxolod erTi romelime kulturisadmi mikuTvnebas. amdenad, 
ufro mTavaria am culebis genezisis kvleva.3  

m. kazanskis azriT, III s-Si kavkasiis SavizRvispireTis sanapiro 
goTebis sazRvao Tavdasxmebs ganicdida, rasac materialur kul-
turaSi germanuli gavlena mohyva. am procesis Sedegi unda iyos Seia-
raRebis zogierTi saxeobis, kerZod e. w. `webelduri culebis~ afxa-
zeTis teritoriaze gavrcelebac. `webelduri culebi~ romaul-
germanuli aRWurvilobidan aris gadmoRebuli.4 

SemdgomSi, msgavsi Sexeduleba qarTul samecniero literatu-
raSic gaCnda. am mosazrebis Tanaxmad, `webelduri culebi~ importia, 
romelic ukavSirdeboda germanuli tomebis gaaqtiurebas. importi 
saqarTvelos SavizRvispira romaul-bizantiuri garnizonebis meSve-
obiT xorcieldeboda. ax. w. III s-is bolodan iwyeba romauli legi-
onebis ̀ germanizaciis~ procesi, rac gulisxmobda ara marto germanu-
li warmoSobis jariskacebis momravlebas legionebSi, aramed germa-
nuli iaraRis sxvadasxva saxeobebis danergvasac romaul SeiaraRe-
baSi. dasavleT saqarTveloSi amgvari culebis gamoCena iwyeba IV s-dan 
da es procesi dakavSirebuli unda iyos romauli garnizonebis ga-
aqtiurebasTan Savi zRvis sanapiroze.5  

ganaTxar masalaSi yuradRebas iqcevs Svidi namgali (tab. VI34-40). 
TiTqos ucnaurad gamoiyureba amdeni sabrZolo aRWurvilobis gver-
diT sameurneo daniSnulebis iaraRis - namglebis aRmoCena. magram uc-
nauri aq araferia Tu gaviTvaliswinebT imas, rom namgali cxenosani 
meomrebis saWiro da aucilebeli iaraRi iyo, gansakuTrebiT maSin, 
roca isini cixeebSi TavdacviT brZolebs awarmoebdnen. xangrZlivi 
alyis pirobebSi cixis teritoriaze Tavmoyril cxenebs sWirdebodaT 
sakvebi. amitom, alyis dawyebamde yvela mxedari uzrunvelyofda 
Tavis cxens balaxis rac SeiZleba didi maragiT, romelsac, ra Tqma un-
da, namgliT Tibavda. Cans, cixisZirSi gamagrebuli jaris didi nawili 

                                                           
1 Куфтин, Материалы, gv. 93. 
2 Воронов, Тайна Цебельдинской долины, gv. 34. 
3 jafariZe, egrisis materialuri kulturis Zeglebi, gv. 179. 
4 Казанский, Германские элементы, gv. 33, 38. 
5 anCabaZe, SeiaraReba, gv. 75. 
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cxenosani meomrebi iyvnen. swored am garemoebiT aixsneba erT patara 
koSkSi mravalricxovan sabrZolo iaraRTan amdeni namglis aRmoCenis 
faqti.  

sainteresoa, rom namglebis ricxvi (7 c.) emTxveva Subebis (7 c.) 
raodenobas da erTi erTeuliT metia culebis (6 c.) raodenobaze. es 
kidev erTxel miuTiTebs imaze, rom, koSkis mcvelTa ricxvi Svid 
meomarze meti ar unda yofiliyo. mebrZolebis ufro didi raodenoba 
mcire farTobis nagebobaSi verc moTavsdeboda da brZolis dros maT 
swrafi manevrireba-reagirebis saSualebac ar eqnebodaT.  

rkinis lagami erTi calia mikvleuli (tab. V27). im dros, roca 
cixisZirSi gamagrebuli jaris ZiriTad nawils kavaleria Seadgenda, 
bunebrivia, koSkSi lagmis aRmoCena moulodnelad ar gamoiyureba. 
msgavsi lagmebi gvxvdeba afxazeTis adreuli Sua saukuneebis sama-
rovnebze.1 lagmebis aRmoCenis faqtebi xSiria CrdiloeT kavkasiis 
sxvadasxva Zeglebzec.2  

garda aRwerili artefaqtebisa, ganaTxar masalaSi gvxvdeba ram-
denime nivTi, romelTa daniSnuleba mTlad garkveuli araa. Tavdac-
viTi xasiaTis aRWurvilobas unda miekuTvnebodes brinjaos ovalu-
ri moyvanilobis nivTis fragmenti. SesaZloa is samklauris an 
wvivsafaris nawilia (tab. V22). 

koSkSi gamovlinda xelwisqvilis xuTi qva (tab. V14-18). Cans, am xel-
wisqvilebiT xdeboda marcvleulis dafqva da koSkSi Tu saerTod 
cixe-qalaqSi gamagrebuli mebrZolebis dapureba.  

koSkSi aRmoCnda 98 vercxlis moneta. maTgan oTxi gabneuli iyo 
koSkis sxvadasxva nawilSi. 94 ki, ganZis saxiT, mikvleul iqna nagebobis 
centrSi, miwatkepnil iatakSi amoWril patara ormoSi. monetebis Sub-
lze gamosaxulia mefis portreti, zurgze - sakurTxevelze anTebuli 
wminda cecxli, romelsac aqeT-iqidan ori Subosani icavs (tab. VI41). 
yvelaze adreulia ferozis (458-488) mier moWrili fuli. Semdeg 
modis valaSis (484-488) da kavadis (488-531) monetebi. yvelaze gvian-
delia xosro I-is (531-579) saxeliT moWrili nimuSebi.3 monetebTan er-
Tad, Tu gaviTvaliswinebT istoriul fons, werilobiTi wyaroebis 
monacemebs da koSkSi aRmoCenili artefaqtebis paralelebs, ganaT-
xari masalis ganmarxvis TariRad VI s-is Sua wlebi unda miviCnioT. 
monetebis mixedviT, aseve irkveva koSkis mcvelTa vinaoba. 98 mone-
tidan uklebliv yvela sasanuria da maTSi ar urevia arc erTi sxva 

                                                           
1 Трапш, Культура Цебельдинских некрополей, tab. III8; Воронов, Тайна Цебельдинской 

долины, sur. 341,3-6; Гунба, Новые памятники Цебельдинской культуры, tab. XXI8. 
2 Ковалевская, Северокавказские древности, sur. 621,2,33-35,57. 
3 monetebi gansazRvra numizmatma maia patariZem. 
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David Mindorashvili 

 

Archaeological Excavations in Tsikhisdziri and the Issue  

of Identity of Petra-Tsikhisdziri 
 

Summary 

 

Tsikhisdziri fortress is located 7 kilometers south of Kobuleti and is constructed 

on coastal hills (Tab. I1-2, VII1). Most scholars identified Tsikhisdziri with the repeatedly 

mentioned by Procopius of Caesarea (the 6th century) the city of Petra, which Emperor 

Justinian made an important strategic point in the fight against the Iranians; although 

some scholars are still skeptical about the identity problem of Petra-Tsikhisdziri.  

In 2017 in the south part of Tsikhisdziri acropolis, where there are double stone 

walls of fortification, a tower burnt and destructed due to military actions was excavated 

(Tab. II2, III-IV, VII1-3). The retrieved material convincingly proved the theory of 

identity of Petra-Tsikhisdziri. 

At the excavations of the tower the researchers found multiple clay vessels (Tab. V1-

13), stones for manual mills, (Tab. V14-18), iron weapons and equipment: armor, coat mails, 

arm-bandage, daggers, knives (Tab. V20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26), helmets, shields, swords, axes, 
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spearheads, arrowheads (VI1, 2-4, 5-7, 8-13, 14-20, 21-33); sickles (Tab. VI34-40), bridle (Tab. 

V27) and the like. Wheat and barley grain samples were also found in the tower.  

98 silver Sassanid coins were found in the tower (Tab. VI41). The latest ones are 

the samples of coins made in the name of Khosro the First (531-579). According to the 

coins the date of ruin of the tower and the names of the fortress protectors are 

determined. It is known that in 542, Iranians defeated Byzantine and Lazica forces and 

managed to occupy Petra. Iranians were forced to leave Petra only in 551 as a result of 

blood-shedding battle. Coins found in the castle should have been designed for fees of 

Iranian warriors fortified in Petra (Tsikhisdziri). Apparently Iranians hid money before 

the battle and because of the known reason failed to take it out. According to the coins 

it becomes evident that the tower was ruined in the middle of the 6th century. If we 

consider the historical background, we can state that the tower (and generally the 

citadel) was destructed in 551. 

The situation observed in the tower reflects one of the final episodes of the long-

lasting war between Byzantine Empire and Iran on the territory of Egrisi, when Greeks 

and Lazi defeated Iranians fortified in Petra. The Byzantines ruined the city acropolis 

and it was abandoned for a long time (the acropolis and not the city, as a whole, which 

still continued existence). The revival of acropolis of Petra-Tsikhisdziri began only in 

the 10th century, although some of its parts, including tower N5 have never been recon-

structed later. 
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