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biZina murvaniZe, daviT mindoraSvili, 
giorgi gogoWuri, mariam eloSvili

axali arqeologiuri 
aRmoCenebi qvemo qarTlSi

qvemo qarTli, iseve rogorc saqarTvelos sxva mxareebi, mdidaria is­
toriul-arqiteqturuli da arqeologiuri ZeglebiT. am regionis 
mniSvneloba Cveni saxelmwifosa da sazogadoebisaTvis yvelaze naT­
lad akad. n. berZeniSvilma gamoxata – `qarTis kulturis akvani aq da­
irwa, ... qvemo qarTli aris ara marto qristianuli (da feodaluri) 
saqarTvelos mowinave mxare, aramed qvemo qarTlSia saTave aRmosav­
leT saqarTvelos uZvelesi kulturisa (qarTis kulturisa)~.1	

qvemo qarTli is teritoriaa, sadac gvxvdeba kacobriobis war­
moSoba-ganviTarebis yvela periodis Sesabamisi arqeologiuri Zeg­
lebi qvis xanidan dawyebuli gviandeli Sua saukuneebis CaTvliT. am 
Zeglebis didi nawili mkvlevarTa mier safuZvlianadaa Seswavlili. 
miuxedavad amisa, bolo dromde mtkvris marjvena napiris zolze 
sof. ilmazlodan vidre wiTel xidamde (marneulis municipaliteti), 
arqeologiuri obieqtebi naklebad an TiTqmis ar iyo gamovlenili. 

ukanasknel wlebSi, axalmSeneblobebTan dakavSirebiT, garkve­
uli nabijebi gadaidga mtkvris dinebis am monakveTSi arsebuli ar­
qeologiuri obieqtebis gamosavlenad. 2011 wels saqarTvelos erov­
nuli muzeumis eqspediciam (xelmZR. g. gogoWuri) sof. ilmazlosTan, 
mtkvris marjvena napirze arsebul maRal borcvze miakvlia da nawi­
lobriv gaTxara namosaxlari, romelsac ramdenime heqtari ukavia. na­
mosaxlarze dafiqsirda ramdenime kulturuli fena – Zv. w. III aTas­
wleulis Sua xanebis, rkinis farTo aTvisebis xanis, antikuri da gvia­
nantikuri xanis, adreuli Sua saukuneebis.2 

2020 wels axalmSeneblobasTan dakavSirebiT, saqarTvelos 
erovnuli muzeumis eqspediciam (xelmZR. b. murvaniZe) aRniSnul 
Zeglze mcire xniT imuSava da gamoavlina sxvadasxva periodis kul­

1 berZeniSvili, saqarTvelos istoriis, gv. 365. 
2 gogoWuri, antikuri xanis masalebi, gv. 107-141; gogoWuri, kalandaZe, mniS­
vnelovani aRmoCenebi, gv. 18-66; gogoWuri, berZeniSvili, taxis/Roris kul­
ti, gv. 10-37.
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turuli fenebi, samarxebi1 da sxv. amave eqspediciam mtkvris marjve­
na napiris CayolebiT, ilmazlodan vidre wiTel xidamde miakvlia 
winaantikuri, antikuri da Sua saukuneebis ramdenime sayuradRebo 
Zegls.2 

gamovlenil arqeologiur obieqtebs Soris Tavisi masStabebiT 
gamoirCeoda mtkvrisa da algeTis SesarTavidan samxreTiT, ori km-is 
daSorebiT, mtkvris marjvena napiris 33 metri simaRlis flatis pi­
ras SemorCenili alizis didi blokebiT nagebi kedlebi da kramityri­
lebi, romlebic flatis WrilSi daaxloebiT 40 metr sigrZeze Canda3 
(tab. I

1-3
).

sof. meore qesaloSi mcxovreb elSan mustafaevis cnobiT, fla­
tis piras idga ornamentiani qva, romelic mtkvarSi gadaugdiaT. sak­
maod dazianebuli arqiteqturuli detali marTlac Canda mtkvris 
erT-erT totSi (tab. II

1
).4 manve eqspedicias gadmosca qvis ornamenti­

ani nimuSebi, romlebic mtkvarSi gadagdebuli arqiteqturuli deta­
lis fragmentebi iyo (tab. II

2-4
). qvis natexebze SemorCenili ornamenti 

waagavda qvemo qarTlis adreuli qristianuli xanis arqiteqturuli 
detalebisaTvis da stelebisaTvis damaxasiaTebel ornamentebs.5 

cxadi gaxda, rom sof. meore qesalos siaxloves arsebuli ar­
qeologiuri obieqtis saxiT, saqme gvqonda mniSvnelovan ZeglTan, 
romlis mozrdili nawili droTa ganmavlobaSi mdinareSi Caqceula. 
am zolSi mtkvris marjvena napiri intensiur mcenareul safars mok­
lebulia da reliefi gamofitvisa da denudaciur-eroziuli proce­
sebis Zlier zemoqmedebas ganicdis.6 swored aRniSnulma movlenebma 
gamoiwvia mdinaris napirebis CamoSla da Zeglis mozrdili nawilis 

1 murvaniZe, gogoWuri, mindoraSvili, qvemo qarTlSi 2020 wels Catarebuli, 
gv. 50-65.
2 iqve, gv. 50-65; mindoraSvili, murvaniZe, gogoWuri, arqeologiuri Ziebani, 
gv. 203-227; murvaniZe, mindoraSvili, gogoWuri, metalurgiis axali kera, gv. 
242-250.
2020 wels b. gelaSvilis kerZo arqeologiuri kompaniis – `arqeologiis gan­
viTarebis fondi~-s mier ilmazloze Catarda gaTxrebi, romlis drosac Zeg­
lze mxolod samarxebsa da keramikul natexebs miakvlies. gaTxrebisas verc 
mravalfeniani Zeglis stratigrafiuli suraTi iqna dadgenili.
3 geografiuli koordinatebi: E504573. N4580259; E504578. N4580260; E504576. 
N4580239; E504581. N4580240. simaRle zd – 308 m.
4 2023 wels arqiteqturuli detali mdinaridan amoviReT da gadavitaneT sa­
qarTvelos erovnuli muzeumis armazis arqeologiur bazaze.
5 mindoraSvili, murvaniZe, gogoWuri, arqeologiuri Ziebani, gv. 209.
6 zuxbaia, mtkvari, gv. 30-31.
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ganadgureba. samwuxarod, es procesi dResac Seuqcevadad mimdinare­
obs (tab. LI

1-3
).

winamdebare statiis avtorTa mier 2022 wels SoTa rusTavelis 
saxelobis erovnul samecniero fondSi wardgenil iqna proeqti – ̀ qve­
mo qarTli – iberiis samxreTi karibWe antikur xanasa da Sua saukuneeb­
Si~.1 proeqtis erT-erT amocanad ganisazRvra meore qesalos siaxlo­
ves mdebare arqeologiuri obieqtis gamokvleva, rasac, savaraudod, 
mniSvnelovani masala unda moeca qvemo qarTlis Sua saukuneebis isto­
riis sxvadasxva problemis Sesaswavlad. proeqtis farglebSi obieqtis 
gaTxrebisTvis gansazRvruli mcire biujetiT misi sruli gamokvleva 
ver moxerxdeboda, amitom gaTxrebi pirvel rigSi Seexo flatispira 
teritorias, romelsac uaxloes momavalSi ganadgureba eloda. 

Zeglze pirveli Txrili (15,70X4,30 m.) gakeTda im adgilas, sadac 
flatis WrilSi kargad Canda alizis didroni blokebi da kramityri­
lebi (tab. III

1
). Txrilis samxreT-dasavleT kuTxesTan miwis zedapi­

ridan 20-25 sm. siRrmeze, gamovlinda brtyeli da Rariani kramite­
bis yrili – Caqceuli saxuravi (1,10X2,10 m.) (tab. VII

1
). kramityrili­

dan CrdiloeTiT, imave siRrmeze gaiwminda sworkuTxa moxazulobis 
(1,80X3 m.) meore kramityrili (tab. VII

1
). Txrilis Crdilo-aRmosavleT 

nawilSi ukve 1,25 m. siRrmeze aRmoCnda rigiT mesame kramityrili 
(tab. VII

1
).2

pirveli kramityrilis qveS gamovlinda alizis blokebiT naSeni 
masiuri kedlis fragmenti, romlis xiluli sigrZe 4 metramdea, siga­
ne ki – 1,50 metrs aRwevs (tab. III

2
, VII

1
). 

meore kramityrilis qveS aRmoCnda naxSiris naSTebi da naxan­
Zrali baTqaSis natexebi lerwmis Reroebis anabeWdebiT (tab. VIII

4
). ga­

irkva, rom kramitis saxuraviT dafaruli yofila alizis blokebiT 
naSen or paralelur kedels Soris arsebuli 1,20 metri siganis dere­
fani, romelsac TixiT molesili iataki hqonia (tab. IV

1
, VII

1
). 

pirveli derefnis CrdiloeTi kedeli meore derefnis samxreTi 
kedelia, romlis nawili flateSi Caqceula (tab. IV

2
, VII

1
). nawilobri­

vaa SemorCenili meore derefnis CrdiloeTi kedelic. rac Seexeba mis 
dasavleT kedels, igi srulad fiqsirdeba (sigrZe – 6,25 m.) (tab. V

1
, VII

1
). 

1 Zeglis gadasarCenad saqarTvelos ZeglTa dacvis erovnul saagentoSi Cven 
mier 2022 wels wardgenili proeqti samwuxarod ar dafinansda.
2 winaswarul angariSebSi derefans nagebobad movixseniebdiT, Tumca imis ga­
mo, rom nagebobis iatakze ar aRmoCenila arc erTi artefaqti, igi savarau­
dod ufro derefania vidre nageboba.
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kedlebis sisqe 1,50 metria. mesame kramityrili Tavis droze deref­
nis saxuravi yofila (tab. V

1
, VII

1
). derefans samxreT-dasavleT kuTxe­

Si 1,30 metri siganis Sesasvleli hqonia (tab. V
2
). derefnis mozrdili 

nawili ar SemorCenila da misi gegmarebis srulad warmodgena Wirs. 
kramityrilis alagebis Semdeg, SenobaSi xanZris kvali dafiqsirda. aq 
mravlad aRmoCnda naxSiri da Tixis Selesilobis fragmentebi. Zlieri 
xanZris gamo damskdari iyo TixiT molesili iataki (tab. VII

2
). danaxSi­

rebuli Zelebi (diametri – 15-20 sm.) yvela kedlis gaswvriv aRmoCnda 
(tab. VII

2
). Cans, kramitis saxuravi tradiciulad xis Zelebze yofila 

dayrdnobili. gadaxurvis konstruqciaSi gamouyenebiaT xis tote­
bi da Calis Reroebi, romlebic TixiT SeulesavT. amgvari gadaxurva 
aRmosavleT saqarTvelos adreuli Sua saukuneebis araerT Zeglze 
gvxvdeba. maT Soris SeiZleba davasaxeloT Zalisas naqalaqari.1 

TxrilSi gamovlenili derefnebis iatakze kramitebisa da baT­
qaSis fragmentebis garda ar aRmoCenila arc erTi sxva artefaqti, 
rac mosalodnelic iyo. yvela kedeli alizis didi blokebiTaa naSe­
ni. blokebi ori zomisaa – 40X40X12 sm. da 40X20X12 sm. isini erTmaneT­
Tan talaxis 1-2 sm. sisqis feniTaa dakavSirebuli.

 alizis arqiteqtura ucxo araa aRmosavleT saqarTvelos ar­
qeologiuri ZeglebisTvis. ufro metic, qviT mdidar adgilebSic ki 
xSirad alizis Senobebia gavrcelebuli.2 alizis arqiteqturaa dama­
xasiaTebeli iseTi ZeglebisTvis, rogoricaa zemoT ukve naxsenebi Za­
lisa.3 aliziTaa nagebi urbnisis Senobebis garkveuli nawili.4 xunans 
`qarTlis cxovreba~ mtveris cixedac moixseniebs.5 `qarTlis cxovre­
bis~ Zveli somxuri Targmani ki mas `aliziT nageb cixes~ uwodebs,6 rac 
qalaqis arqiteqturaSi alizis nagebobaTa upiratesobaze miuTiTebs.7 
gvianantikuri xanis alizis sasaxlea gamovlenili meore qesalos siax­
loves, sof. ilmazlosTan mdebare mravalfenian Zeglze8 da sxv.

meore qesalos aliziT nagebi kompleqsis gaTxrebisas mravlad 
aRmoCnda brtyeli da Rariani kramitebi, romlebic adreul Sua sauku­

1 narimaniSvili, naqalaqari Zalisa, gv. 246.
2 WilaSvili, naqalaqari urbnisi, gv. 106.
3 narimaniSvili, naqalaqari Zalisa, iqve.
4 WilaSvili, naqalaqari urbnisi, iqve.
5 cxovreba mefeTa, gv. 8

13
, 12

2
,

 
18

1
.

6 qarTlis cxovrebis Zveli somxuri Targmani, gv. 11.
7 WilaSvili, qalaqebi, gv. 50. 
8 gogoWuri, mniSvnelovani aRmoCenebi, gv. 21.
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neebSi gavrcelebuli kramitebis forma-moyvanilobas imeorebs (mcxe­
Ta, ujarma, Weremi da sxv.). brtyeli kramitebi sxvadasxva zomisaa.1 
maTi didi nawili sadaa (tab. VIII

1-2
). brtyeli kramitebis mcire nawils 

kideebze naWdevi ornamenti Semouyveba (tab. VIII
2
). naWdevi ornamentiT 

Semkuli kramitebi sxva Zeglebzec gvxvdeba. amgvari kramitebi mikvle­
ulia sof. aragvispirTan (duSeTis municipaliteti) gaTxril III-IV ss-
iT daTariRebul namosaxlarze.2 zogierT kramitze SemorCenilia Txis 
Tu cxvris Cliqebis, ZaRlis TaTebis, qaTmis brWyalebis anabeWdebi, 
romlebic nedli kramitebis gaSrobisas maTze cxovelebis gadarbenis 
dros Cndeboda. kramitebi amgvari anabeWdebiT araerTia aRmoCenili 
adreuli Sua saukuneebis arqeologiur Zeglebze (rusTavi, urbnisi da 
sxv.).3 Rarian kramitebs viwro boloSi daZerwili aqvs Sverili (sabje­
ni), romelTa daniSnulebas kramitebis Camocurebisgan dacva warmoad­
genda (tab. VIII

3
).4 

flatis piras gakeTebul meore TxrilSi (5X5 m.) gamovlinda 
Zlier xanZarSi moxvedrili alizis blokebi da Tixatkepnili done 
(tab. VI). blokebis zoma aqac igivea, rac pirvel TxrilSi gamovleni­
li blokebisa – 40X40X12 sm. kompleqsis am nawilSic xanZari imdenad 
Zlieri yofila, rom Tixatkepnili gaSavebuli da daxeTqilia. alizis 
blokebis nawili ki widadaa qceuli. aq aRmoCnda sqelkeciani Wur­
Wlis (dergis?) oriode patara natexi, romelTac adreuli Sua sau­
kuneebis keramikis ieri aqvs (tab. VIII

7
). pirveli Txrilisgan gansxvave­

biT, meore TxrilSi ori-sami mcire fragmentis garda, kramitebi ar 
gamovlenila. 

rogorc aRiniSna, flatis piras Tavis droze mdgara didi zo­
mis arqiteqturuli detali, romelic mtkvarSi gadaugdiaT (tab. II

1
, 

IX
1
). am adgilas gakeTda mesame Txrili, romelSic, wina ori Txrilis 

1 brtyeli kramitebis mTeli nimuSebis zomebi: 1. sigrZe 36 sm., viwro Tavis 
sigane 27 sm., farTo bolos sigane – 30 sm., gverdis simaRle 7 sm., kecis sisqe 
1,5 sm.; 2. sigrZe 38 sm., viwro Tavis sigane 29 sm., farTo bolos sigane 35 sm., 
gverdis simaRle 6 sm., kecis sisqe 2 sm.; 3. sigrZe 38 sm., viwro Tavis sigane 30 
sm., farTo bolos sigane 36 sm., gverdis simaRle 6,5 sm., kecis sisqe 2 sm. 
zogierTi brtyeli kramitis sigrZea: 35, 39, 40 sm., gverdebis simaRle – 5-7 sm. 
2 masala inaxeba saqarTvelos erovnuli muzeumis oT. lorTqifaniZis sax. 
arqeologiuri kvlevebis institutis duSeTis (milaxvriaanT karis) bazaze.
3 sinauriZe, aRmosavleT saqarTvelos, gv. 72.
4 Rariani kramitebis sruli sigrZis dadgena ver moxerxda. maTi arasruli 
sigrZe 30 sm-s aRwevs. ganieri bolos sigane 20-22 sm-ia, kecis sisqe 1-2 sm., 
Sverilebis (sabjenebis) simaRle 4-7 sm. (tab. VIII

3
).
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msgavsad, aRmoCnda naxanZrali Tixatkepnili done da qvis mcire or­
namentuli natexebi. maTgan zogierTi didi arqiteqturuli detalis 
nawilia1 (tab. IX

2-5
). TxrilSi aseve gamovlinda ornamentuli fragmen­

tebi, romelTac did arqiteqturul detals ver davukavSirebT (tab. 
IX

6-7
). rogorc arqiteqturul detalze, ise mcire zomis ornamentul 

fragmentebze SeiniSneba xanZris kvali, rac imaze miuTiTebs, rom qvis 
artefaqtebi aliziT nageb kompleqsTan erTad ganadgurebula. 

arqiteqturuli detalis dekori axlo dgas qvemo qarTlis ad­
reul stelebze gamosaxul ornamentebTan. am mxriv gansakuTrebuli 
siaxlove SeiniSneba bolnisis sionis sanaTlavis kapitelebis (V s.), 
agreTve VI s-is kazreTis stelis mcenareul dekorTan.2 ornamentuli 
arqiteqturuli detalebi, agreTve mravalricxovani kramitis for­
mebi, imaze metyvelebs, rom kompleqsi adreuli Sua saukuneebis Zeg­
lia, romelic V-VI ss-Si ukve funqcionirebda. 

jerjerobiT, arqeologiuri obieqtis mcire farTobia gaTxrili 
da Znelia raime iTqvas misi funqciis Sesaxeb. erTi udavoa – kvlevis saw­
yis etapzec ki kompleqsi imdenad masStaburad3 da monumenturad gamo­
iyureba, imdeni materialuri saxsrebi da adamianuri resursebi Cans mis 
mSeneblobaze daxarjuli, rom igi uTuod mniSvnelovani Zeglia. 

kompleqsis funqciis gansazRvrisaTvis sayuradReboa aq aRmo­
Cenili arqiteqturuli detali da mcire zomis ornamentuli frag­
mentebi, romelTagan zogierTi, savaraudod, stelis natexi SeiZleba 
iyos. fiqroben, rom adreul Sua saukuneebSi stelebis momravleba 
dakavSirebuli unda iyos aznaurTa socialur da kulturul aqtivo­
basTan, maTi prestiJis zrdasTan.4 warCinebulni stelebs aRmarTav­
dnen ara mxolod rogorc sakulto Zeglebs, aramed rogorc feoda­

1 arqiteqturuli detali Tavdapirvelad stelis bazad iqna miCneuli. ix. 
mindoraSvili, murvaniZe, gogoWuri, arqeologiuri Ziebani, gv. 208. Sem­
dgomma dakvirvebam gviCvena, rom artefaqti sakmaod dazianebulia da misi 
uyoymanod aRqma stelis bazad, kompleqsis srul gaTxramde da sxva damate­
biTi masalis moZiebamde, ar iqneboda marTebuli. amdenad, artefaqts jer­
jerobiT arqiteqturul detalad movixseniebT (tab. II

1
, IX

1
).

2 Чубинашвили, Болниси, gv. 166, nax. 100, tab. III-IV. kazreTis stela (ssm-555) – eq­
sponirebulia bolnisis muzeumSi. paraleluri masalebi moiZia da gagvacno 
xelovnebaTmcodne g. gagoSiZem, risTvisac madlobas movaxsenebT.
3 sacdeli Txrilebis saSualebiT gairkva, rom flatis piridan nagebobaTa 
naSTebi dasavleTis mimarTulebiT sul mcire 30-35 metr sigrZeze vrcel­
deba (tab. VI

1,2,3
). xanZris kvali am TxrilebSic dadasturda. 

4 maCabeli, davaTis qvasvetis adgili, gv. 83; musxeliSvili, saqarTvelo, gv. 471.
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lur ierarqiaSi maTi damkvidrebis niSans. am TvalsazrisiT stelebis 
mniSvneloba scildeba sakulto sferos da farTo socialur JRera
dobas iZens.1 

qvis ornamentuli fragmentebi, ganaTxari nagebobebis masiuri 
kedlebi, kramityrilebis farTobebi, SesaZloa imis sabuTi iyos, rom 
aq saqme gvaqvs romelime warCinebuli aznauris Tu erisTavis rezi­
denciasTan – sasaxlesTan.2 ra Tqma unda, es mxolod winaswaruli va­
raudia, romelmac SesaZloa SemdgomSi koreqtireba ganicados. 

kompleqsze saubrisas, bunebrivia, dgeba misi identifikaciis 
sakiTxi. regionSi Zveli qarTuli toponimebis didi nawili waSlilia 
da Znelia garkveva, ra erqva adgils, sadac kompleqsia ganlagebuli. 
am mxriv arc werilobiTi wyaroebi an rukebi iZleva xelmosaWid ma­
salas.3 erTi cxadia – qvemo qarTlis toponimikis Tu sxva sakiTxebis 
Seswavlisas mkvlevrebi ukve gverds ver auvlian aRweril kompleqss, 
romlis Seswavla mxolod axla iwyeba.

ganaTxari masalis mixedviT, cxadia, rom kompleqsi adreul Sua 
saukuneebSi funqcionirebda da igi mtris mier gaCenili xanZriT ga­
nadgurebula. rodis Sewyvita kompleqsma arseboba? pirveli Txri­
lis samxreT kideSi 0,90-0,95 metr siRrmeze, alizis kedelSi gamov­
linda samarxi (N1), romelic mniSvnelovani gamodga kompleqsis ga­
nadgurebis savaraudo TariRis dasadgenad. Crdilo-samxreT xazze 
damxrobil ormoSi daukrZalavT mozardi, zurgze gaSotili, TaviT 
CrdiloeTiT (tab. VIII

8
). ormosamarxs zemodan efara xis ficari. mic­

valebulis yelis areSi 11 mZivi aRmoCnda. maTgan erTi elifsoiduri 
formis mwvane minis inkrustirebuli mZivia (tab. VIII

9
). minis sxvadasxva 

formis inkrustirebuli mZivebi didi odenobiT gvxvdeba antikur xa­
nasa da adreul Sua saukuneebSi. SemdgomSi maTi ricxvi sagrZnoblad 

1 maCabeli, davaTis qvasvetis adgili, iqve.
2 Cven mier nawilobriv gaTxrili kompleqsi eulad ar mdgara. misgan dasav­
leTiT, 100-ode m-is daSorebiT aris Crdilo-samxreTi mimarTulebis mqo­
ne 200-ode metri sigrZis SemaRleba, sadac zedapirulad ikrifeba iseTive 
forma-moyvanilobis kramitebi, rogoric kompleqsis gaTxrebisas Cndebo­
da. aqve gamovlinda kirqvis damuSavebuli natexebi. Cans, SemaRlebaze ar­
sebobda imave periodis nagebobebi, romlebic flatis pirzea gamovlenili. 
cxadia, aq saqme unda gvqondes mozrdil dasaxlebasTan. 
3 1923 wels iv. javaxiSvilis redaqciiT dabeWdili rukis mixedviT, Tanamed­
rove sof. meore qesalos adgilas miTiTebulia sof. gulTafa. Tumca, ra 
Tqma unda, arc es toponimia Zveli.
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mcirdeba, Tumca erTeulebis saxiT ganviTarebuli Sua saukuneebis 
Zeglebzec (rusTavi, dmanisi, ujarma, sioni da sxv.) iCens Tavs.1 

mZivebidan sami niJaraa (tab. VIII
10

). niJarebi, rogorc mZiv-samkau­
li farTod iyo gavrcelebuli adreul Sua saukuneebSi. mogviano xa­
nis Zeglebze isini iSviaTad, magram mainc gvxvdeba. mag., niJarebi aR­
moCenilia rusTavis XII-XIII ss-is samarovanze.2

firuzisfrad moWiquli faiansis Svidi mZividan gamoirCeva 
mrgval-brtyeli ornaxvretiani mZivi (tab. VIII

11
). misi analogebi cno­

bilia rusTavis XII-XIII ss-is samarovnidan.3

oTxi moWiquli mZivi Semkulia burcobebiT an urTierTgadam
kveTi amoRaruli xazebiT (tab. VIII

12
). ori mZivi momrgvalebuli for­

misaa da vertikaluri Rarebi dauyveba (tab. VIII
13

). faiansis moWiquli 
mZivebi saqarTvelos ganviTarebuli Sua saukuneebis Zeglebze xSi­
rad Cndeba. arsebuli mosazrebiT, CvenSi faiansis samkaulis gavrce­
leba XII-XIII ss-s ukavSirdeba.4

faiansis firuzisfrad moWiquli mZivebis msgavsi nimuSebi gamov­
lenilia: dmanisSi,5 sionisa da rusTavis XII-XIII ss-is samarovnebze,6 ga­
vazis samarovanze,7 bolnisSi, gudarexSi da samxreT kavkasiis araerT 
Zeglze.8 rusTavis samarovnis masalebis mixedviT, kargad Cans, rom 
CvenSi am saxis mZivebis farTod gavrcelebis xana XII-XIII ss-ia.9 

amrigad, mZivebi kargad aTariRebs samarxs XII-XIII ss-iT. radgan 
samarxi alizis dangreul kedelSia CaSvebuli, ueWvelia, XII-XIII ss-Si 
da, savaraudod, ufro adre – XI s-Sic alizis blokebiT nagebi didi 
kompleqsi ukve gadamwvar-dangreuli iyo da mis teritorias sama­
rovnad iyenebdnen. 

safiqrebelia, rom meore qesalos kompleqsisa da mis siaxloves 
sof. ilmazlosTan arsebuli mozrdili dasaxlebis ganadgureba er­

1 ramiSvili, sioni, gv. 106-107; dolaberiZe, XI-XIII ss. saqarTvelos, gv. 49-50; 
paWikaSvili, Zveli rusTavi, gv. 139.
2 lomTaTiZe, rusTavSi warmoebuli, gv. 194.
3 WilaSvili, qalaqi rusTavi, tab. XXXIV.
4 afaqiZe da sxva, saqarTvelos arqeologia, gv. 368; WilaSvili, Zveli gavazi, 
gv. 68.
5 kopaliani, dmanisis naqalaqari, tab. LXXXIX2,3,9,10,11. 
6 ramiSvili, sioni, gv. 107; lomTaTiZe, rusTavSi warmoebuli, gv. 194; WilaS­
vili, qalaqi rusTavi, tab. XXIV

1
; paWikaSvili, Zveli rusTavi, gv. 139. 

7 WilaSvili, Zveli gavazi, gv. 52.
8 dolaberiZe, XI-XIII ss. saqarTvelos, gv. 63-64.
9 WilaSvili, Zveli gavazi, gv. 68.
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Ti da igive movlenebs ukavSirdeba. ilmazlos nasaxlaris arqeolo­
giuri masalis SeswavliT irkveva, rom Tu Zeglze sakmao raodenobiT 
gvxvdeba IX-X ss-is moWiquli keramikis nimuSebi, XI-XIII ss-iT daTari­
Rebuli moWiquli keramika iq saerTod ar Cans.1 ilmazlos IX-X ss-is 
nagebobebSic xanZris kvali fiqsirdeba. gvaqvs safuZveli vifiqroT, 
rom ilmazlos namosaxlari XI s-Si ukve aRar funqcionirebda. 

ilmazlos da, savaraudod, meore qesalos kompleqsis ganadgu­
reba IX-X ss-Si arabTa Semosevebs unda ukavSirdebodes. im periodSi 
arabTa laSqrobebi ZiriTadad gamowveuli iyo Tbilisis amirebis sa­
xalifosgan gandgomis mcdelobiT. sainteresoa, rom 852-854 wleb­
Si buRa Turqis, 914 wels ki abul-kasimis laSqrobis marSrutebi 
mtkvris marjvena napiris ayolebiT gadioda.2 orive Zegli – ilmaz­
los namosaxlarica da meore qesalos kompleqsic swored am gzaze 
mdebareobs. am etapze Znelia ganisazRvros kompleqsebis funqci­
onirebis Sewyveta konkretulad 852-854 wlebSi moxda Tu 914 wels, 
magram didi albaTobiT orive Zeglis ganadgureba arabTa Semosevebs 
unda ukavSirdebodes.

amrigad, gaTxrebis winaswaruli SedegebiT, meore qesalos siax­
loves arsebuli V-VI ss-is kompleqsi mniSvnelovani Zeglia, romelic 
SesaZloa qvemo qarTlis dawinaurebuli moxelis (aznauris, eris­
Tavis) rezidencia iyo. Zeglis Sesaxeb ufro dawvrilebiT msjelo­
ba jerjerobiT Wirs. kompleqsis Semdgomi arqeologiuri gaTxrebi 
qvemo qarTlis Sua saukuneebis istorias uTuod Sematebs axal sain­
tereso masalas. amasTan, Zegli Seuqcevad ngrevas ganicdis, amdenad 
misi Seswavla gadaudebel amocanad migvaCnia. 

1 ilmazlos nasaxlaris masalis kvlevam, romelic jerjerobiT ar gamoqveyne­
bula, im daskvnamde migviyvana, rom nasaxlari X s-Si unda ganadgurebuliyo.
2 saqarTvelos istoriis, gv. 11-12.
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New Archaeological Discoveries 
in Kvemo Kartli

Summary

In connection with new construction in 2020, the expedition of the National Museum 
of Georgia (led by B. Murvanidze) traced the remains of buildings constructed from 
large mud bricks and a mound of roof tiles on the right bank of the Kura River, two 
kilometers south of the confluence with the Algeti River, near the present village of 
Meore Kesalo (Tab. I1-3). At this location, an ornamental stone was once present (Tab. 
II1), and ornamental stone details were subsequently discovered (Tab. II2-4).

In 2023, the expedition of the National Museum of Georgia carried out small-
scale excavations at the site. These excavations revealed a substantial mud brick 
complex with walls 1.50 meters wide. Numerous flat and grooved tiles were uncovered 
(Tabs. III-VII). Although only a small portion of the site has been excavated to date, 
preliminary findings suggest that the complex was a sizable building featuring multiple 
rooms, corridors, exits, and a courtyard.

The expedition recovered a decorative architectural detail from the river (Tabs. 
II1, IX1). During excavations at the site where the aforementioned stone once stood, 
additional decorative details were discovered (Tab. IX2-7). The complex appears to 
have been destroyed by a severe fire, as evidenced by fire damage on the walls, floors, 
plaster, and stone architectural details.

The tiles uncovered during the excavations closely resemble those from Late 
Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages (3rd-4th centuries) of Eastern Georgia. The 
decorative elements of the architectural stone details are comparable to the decoration 
of the capitals (Bolnisi Sioni, 5th century) and steles (Kazreti Stele, 6th century) of the 
early Christian churches of Kvemo Kartli. These parallels suggest that the complex was 
already in use during the 5th-6th centuries.

Determining the precise purpose of the building remains challenging. However, 
given its large and monumental scale and the significant material and human resources 
invested in its construction, it is undoubtedly an important site. It is likely that the 
complex served as the residence or palace of a noble or eristavi, though this remains a 
preliminary assumption subject to further research.
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A child’s burial was found within the mud brick wall of the complex (Tab. VIII8). 
The deceased was interred with a bead that, based on parallel materials, dates to the 12th-
13th centuries (Tab. VIII9-13). This indicates that in the 12th-13th centuries, and possibly 
even earlier, in the 11th century, the site was burnt and destroyed and repurposed as a 
burial ground.

The destruction of the complex near Meore Kesalo is likely linked to the Arab 
invasions of the 9th-10th centuries. During this period, Arab campaigns were largely 
driven by the defection of Tbilisi emirs from the Caliphate. Notably, in 852-854 and 
914, Arab campaigns towards Kartli traversed the right bank of the Kura River, the 
same area where the complex is located.
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tabulebis aRweriloba:

tab. I. 1-2. mtkvris marjvena napiris qarafi. WrilSi moCans nagebobaTa 
naSTebi. 3. igive (naxazebi da masalis Canaxatebi ekuTvnis e. saxvaZes). 
tab. II. 1. adreuli Sua saukuneebis arqiteqturuli detali. 2-4. arqi­
teqturuli detalis ornamentuli fragmentebi.
tab. III. 1. pirveli Txrili (xedi samxreTidan). 2. Txrilis samxreT na­
wilSi gamovlenili alizis kedeli (xedi dasavleTidan).
tab. IV. 1. pirveli Txrili. kramityrilis qveS gamovlenili derefani 
(xedi dasavleTidan). 2. derefnis CrdiloeTi kedeli (xedi dasavle­
Tidan).
tab. V. 1. pirveli Txrili. meore derefnis kramityrili (xedi samxre­
Tidan). 2. derefnis Sesasvleli da saxuravis sayrdeni damwvari Zele­
bi (xedi dasavleTidan).
tab. VI. Txrilebis ganlagebis gegma.
tab. VII. 1-2. pirveli Txrilis gegma da Wrili kramityrilebis ala­
gebamde. 3-4. pirveli Txrili kramityrilebis alagebis Semdeg. mar­
cxniv – samarxis gegma da Wrili.
tab. VIII. 1-2. brtyeli kramitebi. 3. Rariani kramiti. 4. baTqaSis frag­
mentebi. 5-6. alizis blokebi. 7. Tixis WurWlis natexebi. 8. samarxi. 
9-13. samarxSi gamovlenili mZivebi. 
tab. IX. 1-5. arqiteqturuli detali da misi fragmentebi. 6-7. stelis 
fragmentebi.

Description of Tables:

Table I. 1-2. Cliff on the right bank of the Kura River showing the remains of buildings. 
3. The same cliff (drawings and sketches by E. Sakhvadze).
Table II. 1. Detail of early medieval architecture. 2-4. Decorative fragments of 
architectural details.
Table III. 1. First trench (view from the south). 2. Mud wall exposed in the southern 
part of the trench (view from the west).
Table IV. 1. First trench: Corridor revealed under the tiles (view from the west). 2. 
Northern wall of the corridor (view from the west).
Tab. V. 1. First trench: Roof tiles of the second corridor (view from the south). 2. 
Corridor entrance and burnt pillars supporting the roof (view from the west).
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Tab. VI. Trench layout plan.
Tab. VII. 1-2. First trench: Plan and cut before removing the tiles. 3-4. First trench after 
removing the tiles. Plan and section of the tomb on the left.
Tab. VIII. 1-2. Flat tiles. 3. Grooved tile. 4. Plaster fragments. 5-6. Mudbrick blocks. 
7. Shards of pottery. 8. Tomb. 9-13. Beads discovered in the tomb.
Tab. IX. 1-5. Architectural details and their fragments. 6-7. Stele fragments.


