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daviT gagoSiZe 
 

aRjayala-gagis cixe  -  curtavi? 
 

iakob xucesi Tavis TxzulebaSi „SuSanikis wameba“ asaxelebs pun-
qtis saxels „daba, romelsac hrqvian curtav’’.1 nawarmoebis mixedviT 
curtavi aris varsqen pitiaxSis rezidencia, aq aris misi sasaxle, sa-
episkoposo eklesia, aqve cxovrobs karis episkoposi afoci. amave teq-
stidan Cans, rom cixe daba curtavis gareTaa, magram arc Zlier moSo-
rebiT. igi curtavis cixed aRiqmeba da sxva saxelwodebiT ar moixse-
nieba. SuSanikic, rogorc cnobilia, ewama curtavSi. gardacvalebis 
Semdeg igi, misive anderZiT, iqve, eklesiis maxloblad dakrZales, 
sadac is tanja varsqenma da Semdeg Sepyrobili hyavda cixeSi.2 

506 wlis dvinis saeklesio krebis monawileTa rigSi, daviT bol-
nelsa da stefanos rusTvels Soris dasaxelebulia iakob curtaveli 
episkoposi. zogi mecnieri varaudobs, rom es SuSanikis wamebis aRmwe-
ri xucesia, romelic Semdgom curtavis episkoposi gaxda.3 

curtavi moxseniebulia aseve somxur „epistoleTa wignSi“, ro-
melsac VI s-is bolos da VII s-is damdegis qarTlisa da somxeTis ekle-
siebis ganxeTqilebis Sesaxeb sabuTebi Semounaxavs. aq mose curtavis 
episkoposi somexTa eklesiis droebiT mesaWis - vrTanes qerdolis 
saxelze 605-606 ww. gagzavnil pirvel werilSi ambobs: „gacnobeb Cvens 
ufals mZime gasaWirs, mcires mravlisgan, romelmac Cvenze moawia. mo-
mixda me siyrmis dReebSi mivsuliyav curtavis saepiskoposos, romlis 
mowafec viyavi im eklesiis wesisamebr, sadac aRvizarde da viswavle 
somxuri da qarTuli mwignobroba, sadac me uRirss momaniWa ufalma, 
rom mivwevnuliyav samoZRvro saydars imave pitiaxSis saxlis karze“.4 

amrigad, Cans, rom VII s-is dasawyisSic curtavi pitiaxSis rezidencia 
da saepiskoposo centria.  

saintereso cnobas gvawvdis curtavis da zogadad qarTvelTa 
Sesaxeb X s. somexi istorikosi uxtanesi: „vfiqrob, cota ram mogwero, 
rasac curtavis Sesaxeb gavixseneb da rac imis Semdeg moxda, radgan 
curtavs es saxeli, romelsac istoriaSi mudam da yovelTvis vaxse-
nebdiT da aqac movixsenebT, maSin erqva, xolo exla ewodeba gaCiani. 
maSin savse da vrceli, didi da saxelovani dedaqalaqi iyo, xolo exla 

                                                           
1 curtaveli, martviloba¡ SuSanikisi, gv. 79. 
2 oniani, wameba wmindisa SuSanikisi, gv. 40-41; curtaveli, martviloba¡ SuSa-

nikisi, gv. 60. 
3 berZeniSvili, narkvevebi, gv. 380; curtaveli, martviloba¡ SuSanikisi, gv. 70. 
4 epistoleTa wigni, gv. 1. 
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Semcirebuli da zomieri daba-qalaqia mdinaris pirze, romelsac ewo-
deba gaCenaget, mxareSi, romelsac vrac-daSti hqvia, romelic Sua saz-
Rvaria somexTa da qarTvelTa qveyanas Soris, gascqeris pirdapir kav-
kasiis mTas, romelic esazRvreba sakvirvelnaSen da saocar, saxe-
lovan da gamoCenil did deda-qalaqs Tbiliss. curtavi samkvidre-
beli iyo gugarelTa didi pitiaxSis, CrdiloeTis mxareTmpyrobeli-
sa, Cveni mefis vaRarSak arSakunianis mier ganwesebulisa. is pitiaxSi 
yofila mirdat darehis naxararis Camomavali, rogorc gvauwyebs WeS-
maritebis mTxrobeli mose, romelic aleqsandre makedonelma moiy-
vana da mTavrad datovao tyve iverielTa tomebze, romlebic moiyvana 
nabuqodonosorma libielTa jaris ZaliT, moreka, daaqcia da dai-
morCila. maTi nawili pontos zRvis marjvena napirze waasxa da daa-
saxlao, ambobs istorikosi, is veria ki aris dasavleTis qveynis kide. 
xolo pontos napirze rom dabanakda is tomi aRorZinda, gamravlda 
zRvis piras aqeT-iqiT, moedo im mxares da gavrcelda somexTa da al-
banTa sazRvramde, Seiqmna friad mravali xalxi da im qveyanas afxa-
zeTi ewodeba. uricxvia saxeli TviToeuli gavarisa, romlebic mis 
garSemoa, da sxva gavarebisa qalaq Tbilisis garSemo, romelTac ewo-
debaT: wanareTi, javaxeTi, TrialeTi. iTesles da gamravldnen da gax-
da tomi, romelsac Tavis pirvel qveyanaSi verias uwodeben, aq ki 
qarTvelni ewodebaT. tomiTac, eniTac, damwerlobiTac, mamamTavro-
biTac da mefobiTac ganmtkicdnen, xolo gamohyo, gamoacalkeva da ga-
naSora Cvengan kiron skutrelma (amiT iuda iskariotelis msgavsi da 
Tanabari Seiqna), daaqcia da warwymida esodeni simravlis tomi, mizezi 
gaxda maTi daRupvisa“.1 

am cnobis mixedviT, curtavi Zveli saxelwodebaa, uxtanesis 
dros (X s.) ki gaCiani hrqmevia da dedaqalaqobidan daba-qalaqamdis da-
kninebula. mdebareobda mdinare gaCenagetis piras, mxareSi, romelsac 
vrac-daSti qvia. uxtanesi aseve wers, rom SuSanikis saflavi iqve mde-
bareobs da igi mravaljer misula da mTxvevia mis saflavs: „magram Sen 
aq nu magineb, TiTqos es raRac zedmeti mogwere, o, sibrZnismoyvarev, 
radgan msurda ramodenime sityviT curtavis mravali mosaxsenebeli 
mecnobebina SenTvis, vinaidan saWiro iyo da imsaxurebda, rom gverdi 
ar agveqcia misi zepurobisTvis, radgan dasabamidan sameufeo sam-
kvidrebeli da gansasvenebeli iyo wminda SuSanikisi; sadac jerac ari-
an adgilni misi mowameobis vnebaTa da misi wminda da patiosani neStis 
gansasvenebeli; sadac Cven mravaljer mivsulvarT da vmTxveulvarT 

                                                           
1 uxtanesi, istoria gamoyofisa, gv.65-67; curtaveli, martviloba¡ SuSanik-

isi, gv. 61-62. 
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wminda adgils. xolo misi wamebis viTarebas Semdeg, sxva adgilas, 
getyviT“.1 

uxtanesis nawarmoebSi „istoria gamoyofisa qarTvelTa somex-
Tagan“ 67-e Tavi eZRvneba SuSanikis wamebis aRweras. uxtanesi garkve-
viT miuTiTebs adgilze, sadac 6 wlis ganmavlobaSi itanjeboda SuSa-
niki: „aRsrulebamde didi RvawliT Seiracxa da xorciT uxorcoTa 
saxe miiRo, SimSiliTa da wyurviliT TviTon ganileoda, mRviZarebiTa 
da fsalmunebiT dRisiT da RamiT ara cxreboda RmrTisadmi locvaSi, 
ara rogorc sapyrobilesa da borkilebSi Seyenebuli vinme, aramed 
TiTqos Tavisi nebiT Seiborka, rom eqvs wels ecxovra borkilebsa, 
sapyrobilesa da cixeSi, romelsa ewodeba ufreT“. uxtanesis es in-
formacia yvelaze arsebiTi sxvaobaa Cvenamde moRweuli SuSanikis 
martvilobaTa aRwerebidan. amitom samarTlianad fiqroben, rom av-
tors es cnoba werilobiT ki ara, aramed zepirsityvieri gziT unda mi-
eRo. ofreTis cixe mTian da tyian zonaSi, Sulaveriswylis marjvena 
sanapiroze dgas. mas sruliadac ar Sehferis SuSanikis sapyrobilisa 
da misi garemos iakobiseuli aRwera: „cecxlebr Semwueli igi mxur-
valebai mzisai, qarni xorSakni da wyalni mavnebelni“.2 ofreTis ci-
xesTan ki SesaniSnavi, xevis sufTa wyali moCqefs.3 

daba curtavis zusti adgilmdebareobis garkveva dRevandlamde 
ver xerxdeba. misi Ziebis sakiTxs xangrZlivi istoria aqvs. yvela 
mecnieri, romelic ki Sexebia am problemas, miiCnevs, rom curtavi qve-
mo qarTlSi unda mdebareobdes4 (qvemo qarTli sxvadasxva dros sxva-
dasxva saxeliT iyo cnobili: gogarene, gugarqi, vrac-daSti [qar-
TvelTa veli], somxiTi).5 

qarTul samecniero literaturaSi curtavis lokalizaciis sa-
kiTxs pirvelad Seexo vaxuSti batoniSvili, roca igi somxiTis aR-
werisas sityvas agdebs axtalis eklesiaze - „pirispir axtalisa, aR-
mosavleTiT, berdujis mTasa Sina ars monasteri ori“ da SeniSnavs: 
„vhgoneb amas cortavad“.6 vaxuStis azrs iziareben mari brose da Te-
do Jordania. curtavs platon ioseliani gaurkvevel adgilad miiC-
nevs. mose janaSvili vaxuStis geografiis gamocemaSi „zurtaket~-Si 

                                                           
1 uxtanesi, istoria gamoyofisa, gv. 67-69. 
2 curtaveli, martviloba¡ SuSanikisi, gv. 113. 
3 berZeniSvili, narkvevebi, gv. 284-286, 388; uxtanesi, istoria gamoyofisa, 

gv. 199-201, 382-384. 
4 janaSia, lazar farpecis cnobebi, gv. 174. 
5 curtaveli, martviloba¡ SuSanikisi, gv. 62-63. 
6 vaxuSti, qarTlis cxovreba, gv. 310. 
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miiCnevs vaxtang meeqvsec Tavis poemaSi „salbunad gulisa“.1 daviTis 
istorikosi gaCians mravlobiT ricxvSi moixseniebs, oRond, leonti 
mrovelisgan gansxvavebiT, uxsovar droindel ambebTan ki ara, aramed 
misi Tanamedrove viTarebis aRwerisas: „rameTu vidre moaqamomde 
sTuelTa Camoiarian TurqTa somxiTi, yovliTa falangiTa maTiTa, 
Camodgian gaCianTa, pirsa mtkuarisasa, tfilisiTgan vidre bar-
davamde, da ioris pirTa, da yovelTa amaT SuenierTa adgilTa 
sazamTroTa, romelTa Sina zamTris, viTarca aresa gazafxulisasa, 
iTibebis Tiva, da aqus SeSa da wyali uxuebiT, da mun ars simravle 
nadirTa TviToferi da saSuebeli yoveli“.2 devi berZeniSvili fiq-
robs, rom gaCianis anarekli an damaxinjebuli forma unda iyos 
dRevandeli qaCagani.3 

somex mkvlevarTagan pirvelad R. aliSani Seecada curtavis ad-
gilmdebareobis garkvevas uxtanesis cnobebze dayrdnobiT. man qar-
Tlis pitiaxSebis es dedaqalaqi bolnisis xevis da vrac-daStis ki-
deze aRniSna.4 

devi berZeniSvili curtavis cixes aigivebs gviani wyaroebis 
aRjayalasTan, romelic mdebareobs farTo velze, mdinare debedis 
marjvena sanapiroze. aRjayalis aRmosavleTiT, daaxloebiT 4,5 km-ze, 
sofel qaCaganSi iSviaTi xelovnebiT Sesrulebuli qvajvaris aRmo-
Cenis Semdeg, niko berZeniSvili Tvlida, rom „Tu SuSanikis iakobi-
seuli martviloba sandoa, maSin curtavi ueWvelad qaCagan-aRjaya-
laa. esaa gaCianni, esaa sanadiro qalaqi, esaa sazamTro adgili, esaa 
hereTis gverdSi (hereTi aq rania), esaa zafxuls gauZlisi, aqaa 
centraluri mniSvnelobis cixe (pitiaxSis cixe)“.5 

VII saukunis pirveli naxevriTaa daTariRebuli zemoxsenebuli 
qvis jvari, aRmoCenili qaCaganSi, aRjayalis cixis maxloblad, iq, sa-
dac d. berZeniSvilma curtavi daigula. is gansakuTrebulad deko-
rirebulia da warmoadgenda postamentis daboloebas. aseTi maRali 
mxatvruli Rirsebis nawarmoebi ver idgeboda ganmartoebul saxis 
postamentze. igi amTavrebda maRal stelas da albaT kargad Canda cis 
fonze. jvris amaRleba oTxi angelozis mier saqarTvelos gareT uc-
nobi Temaa. igi adgilobrivi warmoSobisaa da Sedegia qarTvel os-
tatTa originaluri Semoqmedebisa.6 

                                                           
1 berZeniSvili, narkvevebi, gv. 387. 
2 daviTis istorikosi, gv. 332; berZeniSvili, narkvevebi, gv. 387. 
3 berZeniSvili, narkvevebi, gv. 388. 
4 curtaveli, martvilobaY SuSanikisi, gv. 65-66. 
5 berZeniSvili, narkvevebi, gv. 373. 
6 iqve, gv. 384; Чубинишвили, Хандиси, gv. 7. 
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mdinare debedis marjvena napiras vrceli velis SuaSi amozidul 
20-25 metris simaRlis kldovan borcvze aRmarTulia aRjayalis cixe, 
romelsac strategiuli mniSvneloba XVIII saukunemde ar daukargavs. 
cixe-simagris saxelwodeba - aRjayala, rogorc cnobilia, Turqulia 
da qarTulad „TeTr cixes“ niSnavs. es ukanaskneli saxelwodeba unda 
iyos Turqulis naTargmni, xolo TviT Turquli saxelwodebis warmo-
Soba dakavSirebuli unda iyos im garemoebasTan, rom is klde, romel-
zedac aris nagebi cixe-simagre da romelic masTan erTad erT orga-
nul ansamblSia Serwymuli, monacrisfro-TeTri qanis qviSaqvas war-
moadgens da TviT cixe-simagris Ria-moyviTalo qviT nageb kedlebTan 
erTad Soridan, marTlac, TeTri feris erTi mTliani nagebobis STa-
beWdilebas tovebs.1 pirvelad aRjayala moxseniebulia 1488 wlis mov-
lenebTan dakavSirebiT. vaxuSti gvamcnobs, rom saqarTveloSi SemoW-
rilma aRyoinlus mmarTvelma iayub yaenma aaSena qaozianisa da aRja-
yalas cixeebi - „warmoavlina iayub yeenman spaspeti Tvisi xalilbeg 
spiTa. ese movida da uwyo Seneba qaoziansa da aRJayalis cixesa. ac-
nobes konstantine mefesa da ubrZana baraTianTa mteroba maTi, da am-
aT uwyes brZola TaTarTa, xoca da srvani mravalTa dReTa. mcnobman 
yeenman aSuelna spani udidesni“.2 1490 wels ki cixe-simagreebi daur-
Rvevia konstantine mefes - „xolo Semdgomad TaTarTa wasvlisa Semo-
ikribna mefeman konstantine spani, miuxda da mosrna elni garemoni, 
Semusra da daarRvia aRjayala da qaoziani, aRiRo alafi maTi da mo-
vida tfiliss“.3 rogorc d. musxeliSvili marTebulad miiCnevs, ori 
wlis ganmavlobaSi (1488-1490 ww.) iayub yaeni aRjayalis msgavs didi 
cixe-simagris agebas ver moaxerxebda da, Sesabamisad, miiCnevs, rom 
yaens ki ar augia, aramed mxolod ganuaxlebia igi da, rogorc etyoba, 
manamde darRveuli kedlebi xelaxla auSenebia. 

qaozianis anu qavazinis cixec, romlis aSenebasac vaxuSti aseve 
iayub yaens miawers, XI-XIII saukuneebis qarTul da somxur wyaroebSi 
ixsenieba, rogorc arsebuli cixe-simagre. `matiane qarTlisai~-s mi-
xedviT, bagrat IV-m fadlonis damarcxebis Semdeg sxva cixeebTan er-
Tad aiRo qavazanic (qaoziani) - „xolo bagrat SeSinda gaSuebasa fad-
lonissa, misca boWorma da ujarmo kaxTa, da wamoiyvana fadlon. gasu-
es Zelsa da miupyres tfilissa; da aiRes Wirveulad tfilisi, rameTu 
mun Sina mdgomi kaci TviT gaamirebasa lamoda. da ara daiWira bagrat 
Tavisad tfilisi, aramed dmaniss datevebuli siTlarabi Zebna, 
Semoiyvana tfilisad, da misca mas tfilisi. xolo Tavisad aRixuna 

                                                           
1 musxeliSvili, aRjayala-gagiscixe, gv. 363. 
2 vaxuSti, qarTlis cxovreba, gv. 387. 
3 iqve, gv. 390. 
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cixeni rusTavi, farcxisi, agarani, grigol-wmidani, qavazani, da or-
mocdaoTxi aTasi drahkani, da mZevalni Zmiswuli misi, Ze manuCasi, da 
samTa TavadTa ganZisaTa“.1 daviT aRmaSeneblis istorikosi mogviT-
xrobs, rom daviT aRmaSenebelma 1121 wels aiRo somxiTis cixeebi: ga-
gi, terunakali, qavazani - „da myis aRisrbola viTarca arwivman, da 
maissa aRixuna cixeni somxiTisani: gagni, teronakali, qavazinni, nor-
bedi, manasgomni da talinjaqari“.2 

aRjayalis cixis kedlebi nagebia fleTili qviT. wyobaSi aguric 
urevia. kedel-burjebi daSenebulia uSualod kldis qanze. SemorCe-
nili kedlebis simaRle 4-5 metria. kldovani borcvi, romelzec cixea 
nagebi, sigrZiv damxrobilia aRmosavleTidan dasavleTisaken. sam-
xreT-dasavleTidan mas dabali, mcire farTobis terasa Semosdevs. 
cixe-simagris nagebobac amis mixedviT or ZiriTad nawiladaa gayo-
fili: mTavari (zeda) nageboba da samxreT-dasavleTis terasa, ro-
melic agreTve galavniTaa SemosazRvruli. pirveli warmoadgens Zi-
riTad simagres, romlis farTobia daaxloebiT 6500 kv. m. misi kedlebi 
sami mxridan gamagrebulia didi, gegmaSi ovaluri burjebiT, xolo 
meoTxe mxridan (dasavleTis) igi daculia bunebrivi kldiT. qveda-
cixis terasa sali kldiT bunebrivadaa daculi da amitom mas mxolod 
erTi didi da erTi mcire burji amagrebs. Semosasvleli kari aR-
jayalis cixes samxreTidan aqvs. esaa kldeSi xelovnurad nakveTi kibe, 
romlis safexurebma Cvenamde Zlier dazianebuli saxiT moaRwia. igi 
daculia, erTis mxriv, bunebrivi kldis qaniT, romelzedac zeda ci-
xis erT-erTi burji dgas, meore mxriv, qveda cixis mcire burjiT. ka-
ris siganea daaxloebiT 3.5 metri. am kariT adixar qveda cixeze, aqedan 
ki meore kariT, romelic agreTve daculia burjiT - zeda cixeze. ci-
xis kedlis wyobaSi SeimCneva ramodenime samSeneblo periodi: etyoba, 
rom cixe mravaljeraa dangreuli da ganaxlebuli.3 

aRjayalis cixe idga saqarTvelos samxreT sazRvris axlos, 
mniSvnelovan savaWro gzaze, romelic aerTebda qveyanas somxeTis 
gavliT axlo aRmosavleTTan (dResac aqve gadis saqarTvelo-somxe-
Tis damakavSirebeli erT-erTi ZiriTadi magistrali). ramdenadac sa-
vaWro gzebi Znelad Tu icvlian mimarTulebas, aq namdvilad unda ar-
sebuliyo gvian Sua saukuneebze ufro adrindeli cixe. daviT musxe-
liSvils miaCnia, rom swored aq idga cnobili gagis cixe. mis aSenebas 
X-XI saukuneTa mijnaze somxuri wyaroebi miaweren anisis mefes gagik I 

                                                           
1 leonti mroveli, cxovreba qarTvelTa mefeTa, gv. 312. 
2 daviTis istorikosi, gv. 344; gamyreliZe (da sxva), qarTlis cxovrebis leq-

sikoni, gv. 535-536; musxeliSvili, aRjayala-gagiscixe, gv. 364. 
3 iqve, gv. 362-363; berZeniSvili, narkvevebi, gv. 373. 
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SahanSahs (989-1020), romelmac Tavisi saxelis mixedviT cixes gagi da-
arqva. vardanis Tanaxmad, saxelganTqmuli cixe-simagre aaSena mefe ga-
gikma. iq iyo ganTqmuli da mTel qveyanaze cnobili monasteri wminda 
giorgisa, wminda jvriT da eklesiiT, romelic aaSena da akurTxa wmin-
da moZRvarma mesropma. es eklesia dgas gagis Txemze da batonobs far-
To da usazRvro velze. gagi qarTul saistorio wyaroebSi pirvelad 
XI saukunis ZeglSi „matiane qarTlisaY“ gvxvdeba bagrat IV-isa da gi-
orgi II-is mefobis istoriis gadmocemisas. Tamar mefis istorikosi 
gveubneba, rom 1191 wels, giorgi rusis ajanyebis CaxSobis Semdeg, 
mefe Tamarma „Seiwyala zaqaria varamis Ze da uboZa gagi qurdvaWriTa 
ganZamdis mravliTa sakuTariTa da mravliTa sanaxevroTa qalaqebiTa, 
cixeebiTa da soflebiTa“. amrigad Camoyalibda qvemo qarTlSi mxar-
grZelTa gagelebis Sto. monRolebis SemosvlisTanave gagis cixe maT 
mflobelobaSi gadadis. XIV-XV saukuneebSi gagis Sesaxeb ar aris in-
formacia.1 

devi berZeniSvili miiCnevs, rom gagikic am cixis mxolod ganmaax-
lebeli iyo da rom aq idga curtavis Zveli cixe, romlis saxeli im 
dros ukve daviwyebuli yofila.2 aRjayalis gagis cixesTan da cur-
tavTan gaigivebis mcdeloba dRemde aravis gaukritikebia. 

2014 wlis 19 ianvars iulon gagoSiZe, giorgi gagoSiZe, giorgi 
WeiSvili, kaxa ximSiaSvili da me vewvieT aRjayalas. Cveni yuradReba 
miiqcia cixis aRmosavleTiT arsebulma Zvelma namosaxlarma, romlis 
arseboba aqamde aravis aRuniSnavs. namosaxlaris sigrZe dasavleT-
aRmosavleTis mimarTulebiT 310 metria, udidesi sigane (CrdiloeTi-
dan samxreT mimarTulebiT) 160 metrs aRwevs, saerTo farTobi daax-
loebiT 3 heqtaria. namosaxlaris Crdilo nawili viwro seria, romlis 
dasavleTi nawili kldovania da cixisagan Rrma xelovnuri TxriliT 
aris gamoyofili. namosaxlarze avkrifeT keramikuli masala. 

anakref masalaSi Warbobs sxvadasxva teqnikiT Sesrulebuli mo-
Wiquli keramika. gvxvdeba TeTri angobiT moxatuli da feradi Wi-
quriT dafaruli WurWeli. gamoyenebulia ori feris Wiquri – cis-
feri da mwvane. aseT keramikaze vxvdebiT rogorc mcenareul, aseve 
geometriul motivebs. msgavsi tipis jamebi gvxvdeba: dmanisSi, Tbi-
lisSi, gudarexSi.3 aRsaniSnavia moWiquli doqis fragmenti, romlis 
msgavsi aRmoCenilia rusTavSi da TbilisSi. qarTul moWiqul kerami-

                                                           
1 musxeliSvili, aRjayala-gagiscixe, gv. 370-382; berZeniSvili, narkvevebi,    

gv. 395-398. 
2  iqve, gv. 395. 
3 jafariZe, qarTuli keramika, gv. 24; mindoraSvili, saqarTvelos arqeo-

logia, gv. 134. 
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kaSi sakmaod cotaa warmodgenili moWiquli doqebi. es unda miuTi-
Tebdes imaze, rom CvenSi is maincdamainc ar unda yofiliyo gavrce-
lebuli.1 gvxvdeba agreTve amokawvris xerxiT moxatuli angobiani 
WurWeli, romelic moWiqulia cisfrad, mwvaned da sosanisfrad. Zi-
riTadad vxvdebiT geometriul motivebs. msgavsi keramikuli nawarmi 
cnobilia dmanisSi, TbilisSi, rusTavSi, TelavSi, areSSi.2 yvela moy-
vanili keramikis nimuSi TariRdeba IX-XIII saukuneebiT. 

aramoWiquli keramikidan gamosarCevia wernaqiT dafaruli der-
gis fragmenti. masze horizontalurad aris warmodgenili samkuTxe-
debis ori rigi, romelTa Soris sam rigad Wdeuli wertilebia ganla-
gebuli. es frizi qvemodan SemosazRvrulia dakbiluli reliefuri 
sartyliT. msgavsi tipis dergebi mravladaa aRmoCenili saqarTvelos 
ganviTarebuli Sua saukuneebis arqeologiur Zeglebze. es aris sa-
Sualo zomis sqelkeciani WurWeli, romelTagan zogi yuriania, zogi 
uyuro. Semkulia amotvifruli, Wdeuli an reliefuri ornamentebiT. 
aRjayalaSi aRmoCenili wernaqiT dafaruli dergis analogiebi cno-
bilia Tbilisidan, rusTavidan, ufliscixidan, dmanisidan.3 saqarTve-
los gareT aseTive dergebs vxvdebiT somxeTSi (dvini, anisi, garnisi) 
da azebaijanSi (oren yala, Zveli ganja, baqo). dvinis naqalaqarze mas 
„karasis“ saxeliT moixsenieben. daTariRebulia XII-XIII saukuneebiT.4 

gansakuTrebiT sayuradReboa anakref masalaSi brtyeli, gver-
deb akecili kramitis arseboba, rac imis niSania, rom am nasaxlarze 
kapitaluri nagebobebi unda mdgariyo.  

rogorc davinaxeT, masala ganviTarebuli Sua saukuneebiT Ta-
riRdeba, e. i. im periodisaa, rodesac gagis cixe aqtiurad moixsenieba 
werilobiT wyaroebSi, rogorc gagelTa cnobili feodaluri sag-
vareulos rezidencia, romelmac saxeli mTel regionsac misca.5 na-
mosaxlarze galavani ar SeimCneva da SesaZlebelia, es is „dam-
cirebuli da zomieri daba qalaqia“, romelic unaxavs uxtaness X s-Si, 

                                                           
1 jafariZe, qarTuli keramika, gv. 24; WilaSvili, qalaqebi, gv. 167. 
2 jafariZe, qarTuli keramika, gv. 25-27; CikoiZe, Telavi, gv. 58; WilaSvili, 

areSi, gv. 77; grZeliSvili, tyeSelaSvili, Tbilisis Zeglebi, gv. 51-52; min-
doraSvili, saqarTvelos arqeologia, gv. 135. 

3 jafariZe, qarTuli keramika, gv. 19; mindoraSvili, saqarTvelos arqeolo-
gia, gv. 130-131; arCvaZe (da sxva), rusTavi, gv. 50-51. 

4 Акопян (и. др.), Двин, gv. 111-113; arCvaZe (da sxva), rusTavi, gv. 50-51; mindora-
Svili, saqarTvelos arqeologia, gv. 131. 

5 berZeniSvili, narkvevebi, gv. 397-398; musxeliSvili, aRjayala-gagiscixe,   
gv. 377-384. 
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jer kidev gagis cixis aSenebamde da romelsac igi gaCianad moixse-
niebs da Tvlis, rom swored aq iyo curtavi.1 marTalia namosaxlaris 
teritoriaze akrefil masalaSi jerjerobiT ar Cans adreuli Sua 
saukuneebis keramika, magram arqeologiuri gaTxrebis Sedegad sav-
sebiT SesaZlebelia, rom am namosaxlarze gamovlindes adreuli Sua 
saukuneebis kulturuli fenac, gadafaruli ganviTarebuli Sua sau-
kuneebis fenebiT. miT umetes, gavixsenoT Tundac is faqti, rom, ro-
gorc d. berZeniSvili wers, „borcvi, romelzec SemdgomSi cixe augi-
aT, Zveli namosaxlari goraa, rasac adasturebs iq akrefili eneo-
liTuri da gvianbrinjao-adrerkinis xanis keramikuli fragmentebi“.2 

adreuli Sua saukuneebis arakeramikuli masala aRjayalis cixe-
ze mainc Cans. SevniSneT kedlis wyobaSi CaSenebuli adreuli Sua 
saukuneebis ornamentuli dekoriT Semkuli stelebis fragmentebi, 
romlebic SeuZlebelia mSeneblebs Soridan moetanaT. erT-erTi war-
moadgens oTxfurcela yvavilis frizulad ganlagebul ornaments, 
SuaSi mcire vardulebiT. analogiuri motivi gvxvdeba aRjayalis max-
loblad xoJornis gumbaTiani eklesiis sakurTxevlis samxreT Sve-
rilSi CaSenebuli stelis fragmentze, romelic VI s-iT TariRdeba.3 
msgavsi ornamentia gamosaxuli agreTve dmanisis qvajvaris meore wax-
nagze: sammagi lilvebis zolis gadaxlarTviT Sedgenili wriuli are-
ebi, romlebSic rvafurcela vardulebia Casmuli. dmanisis qvajvari 
VI saukunis dasasruliT TariRdeba. mravalfurcliani vardulebis 
dekori, romelic Tavisi xasiaTiT ornamentebis aRmosavlur tips 
ganekuTvneba, qristianul xelovnebaSi farTod vrceldeba V sau-
kunidan. gansakuTrebiT popularuli iyo es motivi sasanur relie-
febsa da qsovilebze.4 

meore, stelis damagvirgvinebeli jvris mklavi unda iyos, ro-
melzec gamosaxulia SroSanis yvavili ReroTi da varduli. samyura 
SroSanis motivi farTod aris gavrcelebuli qvemo qarTlis qva-
jvrebze: nagzauri, lamazi gora, baliWi, baRCalari. nagzauris kom-
pleqsSi gamovlinda jvris 13 mklavi SroSanis yvavilis gamosaxule-
biT. isini VI saukuniT TariRdeba.5 lamazi goris kompleqsis gaTxre-
bisas aRmoCenil msgavs jvrebs niko CubinaSvili VI-VII ss-iT aTari-
Rebs.6 yvavili (SroSani), ornamentul-simboluri motivi, romelic 
sxva aRmosavlur elementebTan erTad Semovida iranuli samyarodan, 

                                                           
1 curtaveli, martvilobaY SuSanikisi, gv. 61-62. 
2 berZeniSvili, narkvevebi, gv. 374. 
3 gagoSiZe, xoJornis qvasvetebi, gv. 64. 
4 maCabeli, dmanisis qvajvara, gv. 9, 38, 42. 
5 kaxiani (da sxva), saeklesio kompleqsi dmanisidan, gv. 34-36. 
6 CubinaSvili, stela-jvrebi, gv. 46. 
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adgilobriv tradiciebTan asimilirda da Sua saukuneebis sawyis 
etapze gansakuTrebuli mniSvneloba SeiZina. amis dasturia adreul 
qristianul reliefebze qarTuli feodaluri wodebis araerTi war-
momadgenlis gamosaxuleba yvaviliT marjvena zeaweul xelSi.1 

aris Tu ara aRjayala igive gagis cixe, curtavis cixe, xolo mis 
maxloblad arsebuli namosaxlari daba - curtavi, am kiTxvebze pasuxs 
mxolod arqeologiuri gaTxrebi gascems. 
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David Gagoshidze 

 

Is Aghjakala-Gagi Fortress - Tsurtavi? 
 

Summary 

 

In his work‚ „Martyrdom of Saint Shushanik“ IakobTsurtaveli gives the name of 

a place - Tsurtavi. According to the same work, Tsurtavi is the residence of Varsken 

Pitiakhsh. 

Interesting information about Tsurtavi is provided by Ukhtanes, the 10th century 

Armenian historian. According to his account, Tsurtavi is an ancient name, but it was 

referred to as Gachiani in his times (10th c.) and it had declined from the capital city to 

a small town. 

So far, it has been impossible to identify the exact location of the town of Tsur-

tavi. The history of its investigation is rather long. The scientists who have ever dealt 

with this issue consider that Tsurtavi must be located in Kvemo Kartli. 

Devi Berdzenishvili identifies Tsurtavi Fortress with Aghjakala, which is set on 

a 20-25-meter high rocky hill on the right bank of the Debeda River. It did not lose its 

strategic significance until the 18th century.  

It is highly likely that here stood a fortress built prior to the late middle ages. 

David Muskhelishvili believes that it was here that the renowned Gagi Fortress was 

erected, whose construction at the turn of the 11th century, according to Armenian sour-

ces, is ascribed to King Gagik I Shahanshah of Ani (989-1020), who named the fortress 

after himself. 

Devi Berdzenishvili suggests that Gagik was someone who had only restored the 

fortress and that there stood the old fortress of Tsurtavi, the name of which had already 

been forgotten by that time. So far the attempt of identifying Aghjakala with Gagi For-

tress and Tsurtavi has not come under any criticism.  

In 2014 we visited Aghjakala and our attention was drawn to an old settlement-

site east of the fortress, which had not been mentioned by anyone before. We super-

ficially collected some sherds among which glazed ceramic fragments dated to the 9th -
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13th cc. prevail. Especially notable is the presence of flat tiles with turned-up sides, 

which points to the fact that once there stood major structures on this settlement-site. 

The received material dates to the period when Gagi Fortress was repeatedly 

mentioned in written sources as the residence of the famous Gagi feudal family that 

gave the name to the whole region. The circuit wall cannot be observed on the settle-

ment-site and it could be the very „diminished and moderate town“ that Ukhtanes saw 

in the 10th century, yet before constructing Gagi Fortress. 

There is no evidence of early medieval ceramics among the artifacts collected on 

the settlement-site. However, the presence of a settlement of this period is still presu-

mable here: we revealed early medieval architectural details and fragments of stelae 

decorated with early medieval ornament which builders could not have brought here 

from far away.  

The question of identification of Aghjakala-Gagi Fortress with Tsurtavi Fortress, 

and the nearby settlement with the town of Tsurtavi, can be solved only as a con-

sequence of archaeological excavations.  
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aRjayalis cixe, xedi samxreTidan 
 

 
 

aRjayalis cixe, xedi samxreT-dasavleTidan 
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aRjayalis cixe da namosaxlari, aero foto 
 

 
 

aRjayalis cixe da namosaxlari 
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aRjayalis namosaxlari, xedi dasavleTidan 

 

moWiquli keramika aRjayalis namosaxlaridan 
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dergis da kramitis fragmenti aRjayalis namosaxlaridan 

 

 

adreuli Sua saukuneebis stelis fragmenti 
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adreuli Sua saukuneebis stelis fragmenti    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


