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lavrenti janiaSvili

samxreT oseTis avtonomiuri olqis Seqmnis 
eTno-kulturuli da istoriuli konteqsti

1922 wlis 20 aprils, saqarTvelos cak-is da saxalxo komisarTa 
sabWos dekretiT (######N2), saqarTvelos ssr-s SEemadgenlobaSi Seiqmna 
samxreT oseTis avtomomiuri olqi.1 es regioni istoriulad qarTul 
saxelmwifoebriv sivrcesTan (ZiriTadad Sida qarTlis dablobTan) 
mWidrod iyo mibmuli; osebiT dasaxlebuli soflebi mdinareTa xe­
obebiT da miuvali mTebiT erTmaneTisgan izolirebuli; mcxovreb­
lebi ekonomikurad danarCen saqarTveloze – orientirebuli; mo­
saxleoba eTnokulturuli (eTnikuri, religiuri, sameurneo da a. S.) 
TvalsazrisiT – araerTgvarovani. manamde samxreT kavkasiaSi raime 
tipis osuri politikuri gaerTianebis istoriuli gamocdileba ar 
arsebobda, wyaroebSi miniSnebac ki ar gvxvdeba amgvari warmonaqmnis 
Sesaxeb.2 logikurad Cndeba kiTxva, bolSevikuri xelisuflebisagan 
iZulebis gareSe, ramdenad iyo SesaZlebeli e. w. samxreT oseTis av­
tonomiur erovnul-teritoriul erTeulad formireba?! miT ufro, 
rom am mxriv bevrad ukeTes pirobebSi myofma, kavkasiis wyalgamyof 
Txems miRma mcxovrebma osebmac ki ver SeZles SeeqmnaT centrali­
zebuli saxelmwifo, romelsac saTanado mmarTvelobis organoebi, 
erTiani ekonomika da kultura eqneboda.3 momTabareTa mudmivi Ta­
reSis, intensiuri omianobisa da mudmivi eTnikuri qaosis pirobebSi 
mdgradi saxelmwifoebrivi gaerTianebebi CrdiloeT kavkasiis dab­
lob nawilSic ki ver Seiqmna.4

bolo xanebSi rusulenovan samecniero literaturaSi gaxSirda 
mcdeloba, samxreT oseTis kvazisaxelmwifos aRiarebas istoriuli 
axsna moeZebnos, Tumca istoriuli realobis tendenciuri interpre­
taciis warmoudgeneli masStabis miuxedavad, yofili samxreT oseTis 
avtonomiuri olqis (qvemoT ysoao – l. j.) teritoriaze avtonomiu­
ri politikuri sistemis dadastureba ver SeZles. xsenebulis gamo, 

1 Джанелидзе, Как создавалась, gv. 382.
2 gvasalia, Sida qarTli da osuri problema, gv. 89-103; TofCiSvili, `osuri 
eTnografiuli enciklopedia~, gv. 38.
3 Тменов, Несколько страниц из этнической истории осетин, gv. 114-133.
4 TofCiSvili, geografiuli garemo da kavkasielTa eTnikuri kultura, gv. 126.
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samecniero mimoqcevaSi Semoitanes termini `osTa mTuri sazogado­
ebebis federacia~ (lokaluri sazogadoebebis miTiuri gaerTianeba, 
romelTac saerTo Tavdacvis sistema hqonda – l. j.). 

rusuli internetenciklopediis versiiT Sida qarTlis mTia­
neTSi ukve `adre Sua saukuneebSi mimdinareobda mTis adgilobrivi 
osuri sazogadoebebis federaciad formirebis procesi. maTi versi­
iT samxreT oseTis teritoria mdinare didi liaxvis da misi Senakade­
bis У-s formis dablobiT iyofoda 5 istoriul olqad an sazogado­
ebad: Crdilo-dasavleTi – kudargomi, Crdilo-aRmosavleTi – urs-
TualTa (‘TeTri Tualebi’), centraluri – Zuagomi (dabla dvaleTi), 
samxreT-dasavleTi – yornisi, samxreT aRmosavleTi – Cisangomi. Ti­
Toeuli olqi Sedgeboda ramdenime SedarebiT mcire sazogadoebi­
sagan. maTi koleqtiuri Tavdacvis sistema emyareboda erTmaneTTan 
vizualurad dakavSirebuli koSkebis gamoyenebas~.1 amgvari mcdelo­
bis miuxedavad, eWvgareSea, rom ar arsebobda am teritoriis erTia­
ni saxelwodebac. marTalia, wyaroebSi gvxvdeba osebiT dasaxlebuli 
adgilebis oseTad saxeldebis tradicia, magram XIX s-mde am saxelwo­
debasTan kavSirSi termini `samxreTi~ an `CrdiloeTi~ ar dasturde­
ba. ruseTis mier saqarTvelos dapyrobis Semdeg rusi moxeleebi Ta­
vianT angariSebSi (1812-1837 ww.) – md. liaxvis mTian regionebs, sadac 
osebi cxovrobdnen, uwodebdnen: qarTul oseTs (Грузинская Осетия), 
qarTlis oseTs (Карталинская Осетия) an ubralod `oseTs~ (Осетия). mog­
vianebiT (1830, 1867, 1885 ww.) gaCnda opoziciuri wyvili: samxreT ose­
Ti – CrdiloeT oseTi (Южная Осетия – Северная Осетия). XIX s-is 40-ian 
wlebSi saqarTvelos administraciul daraionebaSi erTxans arse­
bobdaA oseTis raionic (Осетинский округ).2

termin `samxreT oseTis~ warmoSobaze yuradReba gaamaxvila s. 
lekiSvilma, romelmac daadgina, rom XIX saukunis dasawyisamde am­
gvari sityvaTSeTanxmeba arcerT dokumentSi ar gvxvdeba. 1800-1864 
ww. 398 saarqivo dokumentidan – mxolod orSi; 1864-1900 wlebSi ki 
es termini ukve 19 dokumentSia dafiqsirebuli. amasTanave, igi sul 
ramdenjerme gamoiyenes XIX saukunis periodul presaSic.3 cxadia, 
imperiis politikuri centrisaTvis ruseTis SemadgenlobaSi Sesu­
li saqarTvelo mis rigiT provinciad aRiqmeboda. erTian imperiaSi 

1 Южная Осетия, Республика Южная Осетия.
2 Итонишвили, Южная Осетия – в центральной Грузии?!, gv. 124.
3 Лекишвили, Когда возник термин “Южная Осетия”, gv. 229-248.
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mcxovrebi da kavkasiis mTavari qediT gamijnuli xalxis geografiu­
li mimarTeulebebis (kavkasionis CrdiloeTis da kavkasionis samxre­
Tis) moxsenieba ki Cinovnikebisagan logikuri iyo. Tavad saxelmwifo 
aparatis warmomadgenlebma kargad icodnen, rom osebiT dasaxlebu­
li kavkasiis samxreTi ferdobi ZiriTadad centraluri saqarTvelos 
CrdiloeT nawils warmoadgenda. 1830 wlis 23 ivlisiT daTariRe­
bul werilSi generali paskeviCi graf CerniSevs wers, rom kavkasieli 
mTielebis dasaSoSmineblad saWiroa ori samxedro eqspedicia: erTi 
k a v k a s i i s  m T i s  s a m x r e T i T ,  q a r T l i s  C r d i l o e T  n a ­
w i l S i  (xazgasma Cemia – l. j.) mcxovrebi osebis dasamorCileblad; 
meore ki Tagaurelebis, jariaxelebis, qistebis da RalRaebis winaaR­
mdeg.1 amrigad, geografiuli cnebebis oficialur administraciul 
dayofaSi Setana da saqarTvelos respublikaSi samxreT oseTis avto­
nomiuri olqis Seqmna sabWoTa periodSi, rusuli imperiuli midgomis 
erTgvar gagrZelebad SeiZleba CaiTvalos. 

aRmosavleT saqarTvelos mTianeTis administraciuli mowyobis 
rusul yaidaze gadayvana geografiuli, ekonomikuri, eTnokultu­
ruli da a. S. faqtorebis gamo sakmaod rTul amocanas warmoadgenda, 
ris gamoc XIX-XX ss-Si am regionSi daraioneba araerTxel Seicvala. 
XIX saukunis 40-ian wlebSi (1840 wlis 10 aprils) Tbilisis, gorisa da 
Telavis mazrebSDi kavkasiis samxreT ferdze mcxovrebi mTielebiT da­
saxlebul teritoriebze Seiqmna ori – oseTisa da TuS-fSav-xevsure­
Tis olqi, romlebic saqarTvelo-imereTis gubernators dauqvemde­
bares. samoqalaqo da samarTleblivi TvalsazrisiT ki es olqebi ima­
ve mazrebSi datoves. unda aRiniSnos, rom `oseTis olqSi~, romelsac 
mmarTveloba mTiuleTis sof. qveSeTSi hyavda, mravlad cxovrobdnen 
qarTvelebi (moxeveebi, mTiulebi).2 amgvari sqemiT marTva mouxerxe­
beli aRmoCnda. mag., mousvenari osebiT dasaxlebuli, goris mazris 
soflebi gauvali mTiani qedebiT iyo moSorebuli sof. qveSeTs. ma­
le gadawyda administraciuli dayofa SeecvalaT da 1843 wlis Te­
bervlidan mTis olqSi mTiuleTisa da xevis garda SeEvida ZiriTadad 
qarTvelebiT dasaxlebuli qsnis xeoba (Ксанский участок). oseTis olqi 
dahyves sam monakveTad (javis, patara liaxvisa da naris) da TuS-fSav-
xevsureTTan, mTiuleTTan da xevTan erTad administraciulad mTis 

1 Отношение гр. Паскевича к гр. Чернышеву, gv. 353-354.
2 Отношение ген. Нейгардта к м. с. Позену, gv. 750; Гвасалиа, Шида Картли и осетинская 
проблема, gv. 66.
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olqis xelmZRvanels dauqvemdebares.1 cxadia, amgvar cvlilebebs me­
fis ruseTis xelisufleba saqarTvelos mTianeTis mosaxleobis uf­
ro efeqturad marTvisaTvis anxorcielebda da sul ar gegmavda aq 
osuri politikuri erTeulis Seqmnas, Tumca swored es precedenti 
iqca osTa momavali pretenziebis wanamZRvrad da sabolood avtono­
miuri olqis SeqmniT dasrulda. sabWoTa xelisuflebam gadawyvita 
separatizmi axladSeqmnili qarTuli saxelmwifos dasasusteblad 
gamoeyenebina da yvelanairad uWerda mxars demokratiul respubli­
kaSi eTnikuri dapirispirebis gaaqtiurebas.

osuri separatizmis pirvel nabijebad 1918-1920 ww. ajanyebe­
bi SeiZleba CavTvaloT. am dros Sida qarTlSi osebis sami ajanyeba 
moxda da yvela maTganSi aSkarad igrZnoboda sabWoTa ruseTis xeli. 
bolSevikuri xelisufleba ajanyebulebs politikurad, finansurad 
da SeiaraRebuli ZaliTac exmareboda. `osuri problemis~ aRmosaf­
xvrelad saqarTvelos respublikis mTavrobas ajanyebulTa winaaR­
mdeg mkacri zomebis gatareba mouxda.2 regionis soflebi daicala, 
osTa nawili saqarTvelos sxva kuTxeebSi – nawili ki CrdiloeT oseT­
Si gadavida. aRsaniSnavia, rom Crdilo kavkasiaSi mcxovrebma `moZme~ 
osebma gaxiznulebSi nadavlis wyaro dainaxes, ris gamoc, isini kidev 
ufro mZime mdgomareobaSi aRmoCndnen. adgilobrivi bandebi siste­
maturad Zarcvavdnen da ayaCaRebdnen ltolvilebs.3

sabWoTa ruseTi cdilobda 1918-20 ww. Sida qarTlSi ganviTa­
rebul movlenebSi wina planze klasobrivi antagonizmi wamoewia da 
konfliqti sakuTari interesebisaTvis gamoeyenebina. propagandam 
epoqis dilema, bolSevikuri (komunisturi) Tu burJuaziuli (kapi­
talisturi) momavlis arCeva, osi da qarTveli xalxis dapirispire­
bebis ideologiur safuZvlad gamoacxada, rac gasuli saukunis mov­
lenebis gansxvavebulad interpretirebis saSualebas dRemde iZle­
va. mkvlevarTa nawili kvlavac gasuli saukunis 20-ian wlebSi Camo­
yalibebuli ideologiuri dogmebis gavlenaSia, miiCnevs, rom ssrk 
da komunisturi wyoba progresuli movlena iyo, amitom bolSevizmis 
droSis qveS yvela mebrZols gamarTlebas uZebnis; meore nawili aRi­
arebs, rom komunisturma wyobam Seaferxa sazogadoebis normaluri 
ganviTarebis procesi da sabolood ganapiroba sabWoTa saxelmwifos 

1 iqve, gv. 750.
2 guncaZe, 1920 wlis ajanyeba Sida qarTlSi, gv. 55-56.
3 citirebulia statiidan: guncaZe,1920 wlis ajanyeba Sida qarTlSi, gv. 56. 
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CamorCena. komunisturi droSis qveS mebrZolTa dadebiTi Sefasebis 
tipur nimuSs warmoadgens m. blievis debuleba, rom `samxreT oseT­
ma Tavidanve miiRo bolSevikebis idea sabWoTa wyobilebis mSeneblo­
bis Sesaxeb, radgan es idea srulad pasuxobda osi glexobis interess 
Tavi daeRwia yaCaRuri qarTuli feodalizmisagan~.1 unda aRiniSnos, 
rom es mosazreba Zalian popularulia rusulenovan samecniero li­
teraturaSi. am sakiTxis Sesaxeb, gamoqveynebulia didi moculobis 
saarqivo da faqtologiuri masala, monacemebi gaanalizebulia spe­
cialur literaturaSi. 2 

cxadia, saqarTvelos demokratiuli respublikis periodis 
ajanyebebs sabWoTa istoriografia klasobrivi brZolis gamovline­
bad naTlavda da miaCnda, rom maT saboloo mizans socialisturi wyo­
bilebis damyareba (rogorc wesi, sabWoTa ruseTTan SeerTebis gziT) 
warmoadgenda. amdenad, es movlenebi komunisturi ideologiis bato­
nobis pirobebSi ar SeiZleboda negatiurad Sefasebuliyo, rac apri­
ori gamoricxavda obieqturi daskvnebis miRebas. amasTanave, frTxi­
lobdnen, rom saqarTvelos damoukideblobis winaaRmdeg mimarTuli 
gamosvlebis obieqtur analizs, maTSi monawile eTnikuri jgufebis 
ganawyeneba da dapirispirebis inspiracia ar gamoewvia. qarTvel is­
torikosTa naSromebSic ki ZiriTadi yuradReba eqceoda demokrati­
uli respublikis mTavrobis lanZRva-ginebas da ajanyebulTa mimarT 
ganxorcilebuli represiebis dagmobas. ra Tqma unda, amgvari Sefase­
bebi savsebiT gaziarebuli iyo rusulenovan (rusi da osi avtorebis) 
naSromebSic.3 

zemoxsenebulis miuxedavad, aravin uaryofda sabWoTa ruse­
Tis gansakuTrebul rols, samxreT oseTis avtonomiuri olqis Seq­
mnisaTvis pirobebis momzadebaSi. imTaviTve cxadi iyo, rom avtono­
miuri erTeulis CamoyalibebisaTvis aucilebeli iyo geografiuli, 

1 Блиев, Южная Осетия в Колизиях Росийско-Грузинских отношении, gv. 339.
2 ToiZe, rogor Seiqmna samxreT oseTi, gv. 12-46; qarTveli da osi xalxebis 
urTierTobis istoriidan, gv. 16-50; menTeSaSvili, osuri separatizmi, gv. 
276-279; cxinvali 1920; guncaZe, 1920 wlis ajanyeba Sida qarTlSi, gv. 40-58; 
guncaZe, istoriografia rogorc sabWoTa politikis ideologiuri meqaniz­
mi, gv. 203-210; guncaZe, qarTul-osuri urTierTobis istoriisaTvis, gv. 115-
122; Блиев, Южная Осетия в Колизиях Росийско-Грузинских отношении; Шнилерман, 
Войны памяти, gv. 462-503; Тедеева, Образование юго-осетинской автономной области, 
gv. 156-159 da a. S.
3 ToiZe, rogor Seiqmna samxreT oseTi, gv. 10; guncaZe, istoriografia ro­
gorc sabWoTa politikis ideologiuri meqanizmi, gv. 205.
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eTnikuri da socialur-kulturuli faqtorebis gaTvaliswineba. 
jer kidev 1918 w. ianvarSi osebis `erovnulma sabWom~ amierkavkasiis 
komisariats warudgina osuri erobis (avtonomiis – l. j.) proeqti. 
proeqtiT avtonomiis sazRvrebSi, Sida qarTlis nawilis garda, eq­
ceoda osebiT dasaxlebuli raWis, gorisa da duSeTis mTiani zoli. 
aqve gamoTqmuli iyo survili, rom erobis teritoriaze saxelmwifo 
dawesebulebebSi gamoyenebuli yofiliyo osuri ena, raTa `osuri sa­
zogadoeba gvarovnul-patriarqaluri wyobidan da CveulebiTi sa­
marTlis arqauli normebidan swrafad da umtkivneulod gadasuliyo 
axali epoqis kulturul monapovrebze~.1 

avtonomiuri olqis mudmivi mxardaWerisaTvis aucilebeli iyo, 
kavkasiis maRali qediT gamijnuli, ruseTis mimarTulebiT maRali 
gamtarobis gzis gaWra. aRsaniSnavia, rom kavkasiis mTagrexilze axali 
gasasvlelis gakeTeba ruseTis strategiul miznebsac Seesabameboda. 
maT jer kidev 1838 wels Seadgines rokze rkinigzis gayvanis gegma da 
mSeneblobac daiwyes, Tumca rTuli reliefis gamo maSin proeqtis 
dasruleba ver moxerxda da yuradReba mamisonze gadaitanes. gadaw­
yda saurmo gza swored iq gaeWraT.2

1918 wels ajanyebulma osebma CrdiloeTidan Sida qarTlSi 
cocxali samxedro Zalisa da teqnikis Semosayvanad ufro efeqturad 
rokis mimarTuleba miiCnies da gzis gacxovelebuli mSenebloba da­
iwyes. es sakmaod rTuli saqme iyo, radgan uReltexili zRvis doni­
dan 2995 m. simaRleze mdebareobs, magram ajanyebulebs kargad esmo­
daT am gzis mniSvneloba da Tavs ar zogavdnen. yoveldRiurad aq 500 
muSa saqmianobda. rogorc gazeTi «Кавказское слово» werda, gzis mSeneb­
lobis mTavari mdgeneli politikuri iyo. misi gayvana niSnavda, rom 
`samxreT oseTi namdvilad moswyda saqarTvelos~, xolo ruseTs sa­
qarTvelosaken axali kari exsneba, rimlis gasaRebic osebs eqnebaT.3 
marTalia, gzis mSenebloba im xanebSic SeCerda, magram 1930-ian wleb­
Si gaCnda samxreT oseTis avtonomiuri olqis Crdilo oseTTan ro­
kis gvirabiT dakavSirebis idea.4 sabolood, 1980-ian wlebSi, es idea, 
saqarTvelos ssr xelmZRvanelobis garkveuli winaaRmdegobis miu­

1 qarTveli da osi xalxebis urTierTobis istoriidan, gv. 16-17. 
2 Харадзе, Для чего или для кого была построена Цхинвали-Алагирская перевалочная, gv. 
291-294.
3 Блиев, Южная Осетия в Колизиях Росийско-Грузинских отношении, gv. 349-350.
4 rexviaSvili, rokis gvirabi kavkasionis sisxliani Wriloba; Рокский перевал.
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xedavad, ganxorcielda.1 gvirabs, ZiriTadad, geostrategiuli mniS­
vneloba aqvs da ekonomikuri TvalsazrisiT arc Tu ise efeqturia. 
es Tavidanve kargad iyo cnobili. 1988 wels ssr kavSiris ministrTa 
sabWos saxmSenis sagangebo komisiam daadgina, rom rokis uReltexil­
ze zamTrobiT moZraoba TiTqmis 5 TviT wydeboda. Tovlis zvavebis 
periodSi gzis gawmenda praqtikulad SeuZlebeli iyo. marTalia, Se­
uferxebeli moZraobis uzrunvelsayofad gadawyda damatebiT, mas­
Staburi mSenebloba, magram cxadi gaxda, rom es mimarTuleba mainc 
ver gaatarebda mTlian tvirTnakadebs. amitom komisiam saWirod CaT­
vala axali sauReltexilo gvirabis daproeqteba da mSenebloba sa­
qarTvelos samxedro gzaze, romelsac rokTan SedarebiT bevrad uke­
Tesi teqnikur-ekonomikuri maCveneblebi gaaCnda.2 

rokis gvirabi, rom samxedro mizniT iyo gakeTebuli, es 2008 
wlis ruseT-saqarTvelos ommac daadastura. omis dros, 7 agvisto­
dan 12 agvistomde, rodesac ruseTma, daaxloebiT, 40 aTasi jariska­
ci da samxedro teqnika gadmoisrola saqarTveloSi, maTi didi nawi­
li swored rokis gvirabis gavliT Semovida ysoao-Si.3 

samxreT oseTis avtonomiuri olqis daarseba, aseve aucilebels 
xdida misTvis moniSnuli teritoriis erTiani sagzao infrastruqtu­
riT gaerTianebas, rac manamde arsebuli sakomunikacio sistemis Zir­
fesvianad Secvlas gulisxmobda. administraciuli erTeulis gamar­
Tulad funqcionireba SeuZlebeli iqneboda, Tu misi gzaTa sistema 
ver uzrunvelyofda dasaxlebuli punqtebis erTmaneTTan da admi­
nistraciul centrTan kavSirurTierTobas. tradiciulad regionis 
dasaxlebaTa sakomunikacio veqtori mimarTuli iyo xeobebis gaswvriv 
mTidan barisaken – qarTuli saqalaqo centrebisaken. axali realoba 
ki moiTxovda am xeobebis erTmaneTTan dakavSirebas, rac rTuli re­
liefis gaTvaliswinebiT TiTqmis gadauWrel amocanas warmoadgenda. 

istoriulad qarTuli saxelmwifo, eTnosocialuri, ekonomi­
kuri da politikuri faqtorebis gavleniT SeduRabebuli, sistemaa, 
sadac msxvil teritoriul-administraciul danayofebs Tavis mxriv 
qvedanayofebi gaaCnia, romlebic xeobebis mixedviT mikro da makro­
regionebad iyofian. xeobebis//xevebis sistema Zv. w. II aTaswleulSi 
unda Camoyalibebuliyo. isini xevis soflebis erTobliobas warmo­

1 aladaSvili, `Savi xvreli~ .
2 wamalaSvili, rogor gaiWra omis gza rokis uReltexilze.
3 rexviaSvili, rokis gvirabi kavkasionis sisxliani Wriloba.
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adgendnen da erTian ekonomikur kompleqsebs da socialur erTeu­
lebs qmnidnen.1 amasTanave, erTi xeobis mkvidrT landSaftidan ga­
momdinare erTmaneTTan bevrad ufro intensiuri sameurneo-ekono­
mikuri urTierTobebi hqondaT, vidre sxva xeobebTan. vaxuSti bag­
rationis dakvirvebiT TiToeul xeobas aqvs sakuTari `dablobi~ da 
`mTa~. saqarTvelos daraionebaSi swored landSaftma, bunebriv-ver­
tikalurma zonalobam da sameurneo-istoriulma faqtorebma iTa­
maSa gadamwyveti roli. magaliTad, qsnis xeobas g. Citaia, sameurneo 
TvalsazrisiT pirobiTad sam zonad yofs: baris – axalgoramde, mTis 
Ziris – largvisamde da mTis zolis – largvisis zemoT.2 analogiuri 
viTareba iyo sxva xeobebSic.

Tavdapirvelad samxreT oseTis avtonomiuri olqis teritori­
ad ganisazRvra osebiT dasaxlebuli adgilebi, romlebic erTmaneTi­
sagan sruliad daukavSirebel xeobebSi mdebareobdnen. eseni iyvnen: 
raWaSi – kudaro, mdinare jejoras xeoba; imereTSi – yvirilis xeo­
bis zemo weli; xevSi – Truso, Tergis saTave; TeTri aragvis saTave­
Si – Ruda;3 Sida qarTlSi – didi da patara liaxvis xeoba, Ffroneebis 
xeoba, mejudas xeoba, lexuras xeoba. xeobebis sameurneo-ekonomiku­
ri komunikacia mimarTuli iyo, mdinareTa dinebis gaswvriv, mTidan 
mTiswineTisa da barisaken. es xeobebi erTmaneTisagan mTeEbiT iyvnen 
gamoyofili da sxvadasxva qarTul administraciul-politikur er­
TeulSi (saerisTavoSi) Sediodnen. am mizezebis gamo osi mosaxleoba, 
romelsac naklebad miuwvdeboda xeli mezobel xeobasTan, sameur­
neo-ekonomikuri TvalsazrisiT mWidrod iyo dakavSirebuli axlo­
mdebare qarTul saqalaqo centrebTan. samxreT oseTis avtonomiuri 
olqis SeqmniT sabWoTa mTavrobam moaxdina regionis tradiciuli 
sistemidan sruli amogleja da eTnosocialuri viTarebis radikalu­
ri transformacia.4 marTalia xelisufleba cdilobda olqis daarse­
bas umtkivneulod Caevlo da amisaTvis garkveul RonisZiebebsac ata­
rebda, magram landSafturi realiebis, eTnikuri viTarebis, tradici­
uli sakomunikacio da sameurneo-ekonomikuri sistemis ignorirebiT 
ganxorcielebuli cvlilebebi imTaviTve Seicavda mravalaspeqtiani 

1 Citaia, bunebriv-sameurneo zonebis Sesaxeb, gv. 90; musxeliSvili, saqarTvelos 
saxelmwifo teritoriis warmoqmnis istoriul-geografiuli, gv. 89; Ciqovani, 
saqarTvelos CrdiloeT mTianeTis dasaxlebis struqtura, gv. 11-12.
2 Citaia, qsnuri mTis guTani, gv. 486.
3 Trusosa da Rudas Seyvana ysao-Si ver moxerxda. 
4 janiaSvili, ekonomikuri eqspansia, gv. 179.
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konfliqtis saSiSroebas. es teqnikuradac Zalze rTuli iyo da nawi­
lobriv gadaWras TiTqmis saukune dasWirda. magaliTad, axalgoris 
avtomagistraliT dakavSireba cxinvalTan mxolod 2008 wlis ruseT-
saqarTvelos omis Semdeg moxerxda. 

administraciul-politikuri erTeulis Semofargvlas arTu­
lebda isic, rom osur dasaxlebebs (raWa, zemo imereTi, xevi) avtono­
miuri olqis dedaqalaqad SerCeul cxinvalTan geografiuli Tval­
sazrisiT kavSiri ar hqondaT.1 1921 wlis 23 noembers saqarTvelos 
kompartiis centraluri komitetis prezidiumma daamtkica komisia, 
romelsac unda daedgina samxreT oseTis avtonomiuri olqis saz­
Rvrebi,2 rac xsenebuli viTarebis gamo Zalian gaWirda. mag., Casavalis 
(raWaSi) Temi ZiriTadad qalaq onTan iyo integrirebuli, maSin ro­
ca Sida qarTlis osur dasaxlebebTan da administraciul centrTan 
(cxinvalTan) urTierToba siSorisa da gauvali gzis gamo Zneli iyo; 
cxinvalTan 150 versi aSorebda saqarTvelos samxedro gziT duSeT­
Tan mibmul Trusos, kobisa da Rudas osur mosaxleobas; msgavs mdgo­
mareobaSi iyvnen zemo imereTSi mcxovrebi osebic. rogorc iTqva, am 
dasaxlebebs Soris sameurneo kavSiri faqtobrivad ar arsebobda. is 
ki ara, Sida qarTlis mezobel xeobebSi mdebare osebiT dasaxlebul 
punqtebsac ar hqondaT mWidro urTierToba erTmaneTTan, radgan 
bevrad ufro mosaxerxebeli iyo xeobis SigniT, mTidan barisaken ga­
daadgileba, vidre mezobeli xeobebisaken mTiani reliefis kveTa. 

adgilobrivi qarTveli mosaxleobis ukmayofilebis sagnad iq­
ca avtonomiuri olqis dedaqalaqis sakiTxi. moniSnul teritoriaze 
sxva Sesaferi dasaxlebuli punqti ar arsebobda. amitom administra­
ciul centrad SearCies cxinvali. es qalaqi didi liaxvis xeobaSi, 
ysoao-s ganapirad, mdebareobs, iq sadac osTa infiltraciis Sedegad 
SDeqmnili polikulturuli (qarTul-osuri) sivrce ZiriTadad qar­
TulSi gadadis. cxinvali arc demografiuli TvalsazrisiT Seefere­
boda erovnuli niSniT Seqmnil avtonomias. rogorc vaxuSti batoniS­
vili wers, XVII saukunis dasawyisSi „aq niqozis CrdiloT didi liaxvis 
kidezed, ars mcire qalaqi qrcxinvali, keTil haerovani, msaxlobel­
ni arian qarTvelni, somexni, uriani“.3 aq osebi saerTod ar iyvnen 1886 

1 Тедеева, Образование юго-осетинской автономной области, gv. 158.
2 Тоидзе, Образование Осетинской автономии в Грузии, gv. 237.
3 vaxuSti, aRwera samefosa saqarTvelosa, gv. 370.



247

wlis saojaxo siebis mixedviTac, xolo 1922 wlisaTvis – kantikuntad 
cxovrobdnen.1 

sabWoTa funqcionerebi formalurad acxadebdnen, rom avtono­
miis sazRvrebis dadgenisas ixelmZRvanelebdnen administraciuli 
mmarTvelobis efeqturobiT, mosaxleobis ekonomikuri da naciona­
lur-kulturuli orientaciiT, realurad ki dagegmes Seqmniliyo 
samxreT oseTis sabWoTa socialisturi respublika, romelSic Seiy­
vandnen qarTvelebiT dasaxlebul bevr sofels, centri ki iqneboda 
qarTuli qalaqi cxinvali.2 

xelisuflebis gegmam qarTul sazogadoebaSi didi ukmaYyofileba 
gamoiwvia, rac gansakuTrebiT igrZnoboda cxinvalis regionSi. aqaur 
soflebSi: dicSi, ergneTSi, dvanSi, avnevSi, TamaraSenSi, nulSi, qor­
dSi, meRvrekisSi, eredvSi, tirZnisSi, browleTSi, sverSi, qemertSi, 
monasterSi, zemo niqozSi, qvemo niqozSi, zemo xviTSi, qvemo xviTSi da 
a. S. gaimarTa krebebi, romelTa dadgenilebebSic mkafiod Cans mosax­
leobis protesti q. cxinvalis samxreT oseTis administraciul cen­
trad gamocxadebisa da misi raionis samxreT oseTisaTvis gadacemis 
Sesaxeb. cxinvalis raionis 45 soflidan gagzavnilma warmomadgenlo­
bam Riad ganacxada, rom miaCniaT: ̀ oseTis aseTi moTxovnileba mizanSe­
uwonlad da ukanonod, rac gamoiwvevs Cveni eris politikurad da zne-
Cveulebriv daCagvra-damonebas. ... vinaidan q. cxinvali da misi raioni 
aris farTed dasaxlebuli qarTvelebiT, romelTa ricxvic minimalu­
rad udris xuTi aTass mekomursa da garda amisa q. cxinvali iTvlebo­
da da iTvleba kidec, rogorc geografiuli mdebareobiT, agreTve mis 
garSemortymul qarTvelebiT dasaxlebul soflebiT, qarTlis Sua­
gul kuTxed~. 1921 wlis 5 dekembers gamarTuli xsenebuli Tavyriloba 
kulakur menSevikuri elementebisagan Semdgar krebad gamocxadda da 
Seiqmna yalbi dokumenti TiTqos sof. aCabeTSi mosaxleobam samxreT-
oseTis avtonomiuri olqis daarsebasa da mis administraciul cen­
trad cxinvalis gamocxadebas erTxmad dauWira mxari.3 

mosaxleobisaTvis osur avtonomiur warmonaqmnSi cxovrebis 
perspeqtiva savsebiT miuRebeli iyo rogorc eTnokulturuli, ise 
ekonomikuri faqtorebis gaTvaliswinebiT da winaaRmdegobas uwevda 

1 ToTaZe, osebi qarTul miwa-wyalze, gv. 215-216.
2 Тоидзе, Образование Осетинской автономии в Грузии, gv. 232-242; Тедеева, Образование 
юго-осетинской автономной области, gv. 157-158.
3 xuciSvili, Sida qarTli, gv. 7.
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osebis nawilic. kerZod, 1922 wlis martiT daTariRebuli erTi do­
kumentiT 8 osuri soflis mosaxleoba iTxovs, rom ar gamohyon isini 
qarTvelebisagan da datovon qvemo Walis uwyebaSi.1 

sabWoTa xelisufleba iZulebuli gaxda nawilobriv gaeTvalis­
winebina mosaxleobis amgvari ganwyoba, mzardi ukmayofileba region­
Si da axladSeqmnil avtonomiur erTeuls 1922 wlis 20 aprils miani­
Wes ara respublikis, aramed olqis statusi (samxreT oseTis avtono­
miuri olqi), xolo cxinvali gamocxadda mis droebiT (vidre mosax­
leobis ukmayofileba ar Cacxreboda) centrad.2 

samxreT oseTis avtonomiur olqSi aRmoCnda bevri sofeli, 
romlebic metwilad (50%-ze meti) qarTvelebiT iyo dasaxlebuli. 
saarqivo dokumentebze dayrdnobiT l. ToiZem gamoaqveyna samxreT 
oseTis avtonomiur olqSi Seyvanili am soflebis sia: 1. TamaraSenis 
sazogadoeba (12 qarTuli sofeli): zemo aCabeTi, qvemo aCabeTi, Ta­
maraSeni, patara Zarwemi, didi Zarwemi, sabawminda, qemerti, xeiTi, 
dgvrisi, qurTa, kexvi, sveri; 2. cxinvalis sazogadoeba: q. cxinvali, 
sof. gujabauri; 3. wunaris sazogadoeba: sof. nuli; dirbis sazoga­
doeba: sof. dveleTi; avlevis sazogadoeba (11 sofeli): xundis uba­
ni, Sindara, TiRva, ZaleTi, zemo oqona, qvemo oqona, nedlaTi, sunisi, 
nabakevi, javrisi, bzisxevi; mereTis sazogadoeba (6 sofeli): snekvi, 
qsuisi, kulbiTi, Warebi, disevi; ortevis sazogadoeba: sof. vanaTi; 
beloTis sazogadoeba (7 sofeli): awrisxevi, sacxeneTi, xaSura, xalu­
rianT xevi, beloTi, zemo aznevi, qvemo aznevi. sul avtonomiur olqs 
gadaeca 40 qarTuli sofeli da erTi qalaqi. am dasaxlebul punqteb­
Si cxovrobda daaxloebiT 20.000 qarTveli da 1.100 osi.3 

mdgomareobas isic arTulebda, rom oficialur dokumentacia­
Si ar iyo zustad Semofargluli olqis teritoria, rac aZnelebda aq 
Seyvanili dasaxlebuli punqtebis sargeblobaSi arsebuli savargule­
bis zustad Semofargvlas da gasuli saukunis 20-ian wlebSi amis gamo 
masiuri xasiaTi miiRo miwebis mitacebam. saarqivo masalaSi mravlad 
gvxvdeba am tipis monacemebi. administraciul uxerxulobas qmnida 
isic, rom zogjer qarTul raionebSi (xaSurSi, duSeTSi da a. S.) mdebare 
osuri soflebi mikuTvnebuli iyo samxreT oseTis avtonomiur olqs. 

samxrET oseTis avtomoniuri olqis xelovnurad Sekowiwebuli 
struqturis gaumarTavoba maleve gaxda naTeli, igi mosaxleobas 

1 Тоидзе, Образование Осетинской автономии в Грузии, gv. 249.
2 iqve, gv. 246.
3 iqve, gv. 258-259.
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uamrav problemas uqmnida.1 sagangebod Seqmnilma komisiam SeimuSa­
va dadgenileba axladSeqmnil avtonomiur olqSi arsebuli eTnikuri 
viTarebisa da gansaxorcielebeli cvlilebebis Sesaxeb: 

I. axalgoris seqtori – mosaxleobis eTnikuri SemadgenlobiT da 
geografiuli mdebareobiT naklebad bmaSia avtonomiur olqTan. misi 
oTxi sazogadoebis (yornisi, axalgori, monasteri da pavlianTkari) 
ZiriTadi nawili ganlagebuli iyo qsnis xeobaSi. mosaxleobis 56 % 
(8180) qarTvelia; 4% (506) – somexi da 40% (5844) – osi. am raionis pir­
veli zona esazRvreboda lexuris xeobas (Crdilo-dasavleTi mTiani 
zoli da samxreT-dasavleTi zoli sof. beJaneTis da giorgaSenis ir­
gvliv); meore zona moicavda qsnis xeobis danarCen nawils duSeTTan 
axlos, sadac ZiriTadad qarTuli mosaxleoba da ramdenime osuri 
sofeli iyo. dokumentDSi gamoTqmulia mosazreba, rom sasurveli iyo 
zona SeerTeboda duSeTis raions (winaT es soflebi duSeTis mazra­
Si Sediodnen) romelTanac dakavSirebuli iyo rogorc eTnografiu­
lad, ise ekonomikurad da sakomunikacio qseliT. aqedan duSeTamde 
13 kilometria, xolo cxinvalamde – 33 kilometri, Tanac gamijnulia 
ramdenime mTagrexiliT da xeobiT. aqaur mosaxleobas cxinvalTan 
komunikacia mxolod goris gavliT SeeZlo. 

aqvea soflebis sia, romelic unda gadascemoda duSeTis raions: 
axalgori, axmaji, bazyanT-kari, zemo-boli, qvemo-boli, gexavi, ereda, 
ikoTi, lamisxevi, morbedaanT-kari, yanCaveTi, yanCiaanT-kari, Zegle­
Ti, alevi qvemo, alevi zemo, gudawveri, gezavreTi, grua, korinTa, na­
xidi, qurTa, wirqoli, xerkelani, abramiani, axaldaba, axlauri, gavazi, 
dabakneTi, dadianeTi, doCiani, eloiani, zodexi, ifnevi, levaniani, mar­
tiani, maWaraani, maxiareTi, mewyeri, moCaleTi, munjuxi, monasteri, sa­
qoreTi, saZeguri, soxta, ukanubani, qveldaba, SveleTi, Citiani, cxava­
ti, CorCoxi, xarbali, garueTi, xuciani, TinikaanT-kari, kenkaanT-kari, 
loTianT-kari, modelaanT-kari, lavlianT-kari, qarelT-kari, winTa­
uri, xozoeTi, delkani, kitrueTi, nagomevi, sarbieli, xofa, jvarisu­
bani, axoTxevi, boselTa, mamulaanT-kari, gdu, Wandari, cixia, winubni.

II. oqonas seqtori – sasazRvro xazi moicavs Semdeg soflebs: 1. 
zemo oqona, 2. qvemo oqona, 3. sunisi, 4.nabakevi, 5. TiRva, 6. nedeleTi, 
7. axalSeni, 8. SidareTi, 9. bzisxevi, 10. davileTi, 11. avnevi, 12, nuli, 
13. giorgiwminda, 14. qaleTi, 15. xundisubani, 16. lalani, 17. tyisuba­
ni, 18. wnelisi, 19. gvirgvina, 20. didmuxa.

1 uica, f. 284, anaw. 1, saq. 3082.
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zemomotanil oc sofelSi 1926 wlis aRweriT mosaxleobis 71% 
(3593) qarTvelia, 29% (1447) – osi. pirvel cametSi qarTuli mosaxle­
obaa, Semdeg samSi – Sereuli (qarTul-osuri). qarTuli soflebiT ga­
remocul bolo oTx sofelSi ki osebi cxovroben. 

komisiis dadgenilebiT radgan oqonis seqtori warmoadgens 
qarTlis velis uSualo gagrZelebas, CamoTvlili 20 soflidan 3 (av­
nevi, didmuxa da nuli) unda miuerTdes goris raions, darCenili 17 ki 
– xaSuris raions. oqonadan xaSuramde 25 km-ia, avnevidan goramde – 29 
km. Tanac aqauri gzebi sakmaod moxerxebulia.

III. didi da patara liaxvis seqtori – aqac sakmaod kompaqtu­
ri qarTuli mosaxleobaa, Tumca didi liaxvis seqtoris gamoyofaze 
laparakic ar SeiZleba, radgan didi liaxvis qarTuli soflebi gan­
lagebulia cxinvalis zonaSi, misgan CrdiloeTiT, amitom maTi sxva 
raionebisTvis gadacema daarRvevda samxreT oseTis teritoriul 
mTlianobas. rac Seexeba, patara liaxvis soflebs, es soflebi eTnog­
rafiulad dakavSirebuli arian goris raionTan da SeiZleba gamoeyon 
samxreT oseTs cxinvalis zonisaTvis xelis Seuxeblad. patara liaxvis 
xeobidan SeiZleba Semdegi 11 soflis gamoyofa: 1. eredvi (berula da 
mamisaanT ubani), 2. kulbiTi, 3. disevi, 4. qsuisi, 5. Carebi, 6. vanavi, 7. 
sacxeneTi, 8. xaSuri, 9. boleTi, 10. sarabuki, 11. dmenisi. CamoTvlili 
11 soflidan pirveli cxra qarTuli sofelia, bolo ori osuri dasax­
leba ki qarTuli soflebis garemocvaSi mdebareobs. 1926 wlis aRwe­
riT aq aseTi eTnikuri viTarebaa: qarTveli – 76% (3292), osi – 24% (999). 
marTalia patara liaxvis es soflebi cxinvalTan axlosaa, magram eT­
nografiulad dakavSirebulia goris raionTan, SeiZleba SeuerTdes am 
ukanasknels.

IV. sxva cvlilebebi – 1. sof. arcrevi (Rromis sofsabWo), 276 su­
li qarTveliT dasaxlebuli. mdebareobs goris raionis mosazRvred 
da unda SeuerTdes mas; 2-3. soflebi qarzmani da sinaguri: cxovrobs 
377 adamiani, aqedan 353 qarTvelia. mdebareoben yvirilis xeobaSi, 
WiaTuris raionis sazRvarze da unda SeuerTdes mas. es soflebi, 
romlebic suramis qedis iqeT mdebareoben adre Sediodnen Sorapnis 
mazraSi. eTnografiuli da sagzao TvalsazrisiT unda Sevidnen Wia­
TuraSi radgan cxinvalisken gzac ki ara aqvT; 4. patara sof. RurSevi 
Sedgeba sul 48 sulisagan (osebi), mdebareobs mamisonis uReltexil­
Tan, kurort Sovis maxloblad, unda SeuerTdes onis raions. es sofe­
li mTlianadaa mowyvetili samxreT oseTs mTagrexiliT da cxinval­
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Tan araviTari kavSiri ar gaaCnia. cxinvalSi aqedan SeiZleba moxvdeT 
mxolod SemovliTi gziT onidan.1

tipuri viTareba iyo onis r-nis sof kvaJaSi. es sofeli mTagre­
xiliT iyo mowyvetili samxreT oseTis avtonomiur olqs, didi manZi­
li aSorebda administraciul centrs da ekonomikuri TvalsazrisiT 
mTlianad onis raionze iyo damokidebuli.2

rogorc iTqva, xSirad Zneli iyo savargulebis kanonieri mflo­
belis gansazRvra. 1931 wliT daTariRebul dokumentSi naTqvamia, 
rom dekreti (samxreT oseTis daarsebis Sesaxeb – l. j.) samxreT oseT­
sa da mis irgvliv mdebare raionebs Soris sadao sazRvrebis mogva­
rebis Taobaze ar Seicavda naTel miniSnebebs punqtebis gamijvnaze, 
xSirad xdeboda misi debulebebis TviTneburi ganmarteba, da samxreT 
oseTis mxridan miwis nakveTebis ZalmomreobiT xelSi Cagdeba.3 

1931 wels sagangebod Seqmnilma komisiam daadgina, rom raWaSi, 
Sovis mimdebare sof. RurSevi (os. yadisari) romelic javis raions 
miaweres, radgan dasaxlebuli iyo Crd. kavkasiidan gadmosuli 6 osu­
ri ojaxiT, flobda 1667 ha. miwas, Tumca pretenzias acxadebda kidev 
1821 – ha-ze, romliTac onis r-nis sof. glolis glexebis (111 komli) 
sargeblobdnen. aseve, osebi moiTxovdnen saZovrebsa da Walebs (2184 
ha.), romliTac yovelTvis onis raionis glexebi sargeblobdnen da, 
komisiis azriT, kvlav xsenebul raionSi unda darCeniliyo. onis rai­
ons axladSeqmnil avtonomiasTan hqonda sxva sadavo miwebic.4 

rogorc iTqva, ysoao-s eTnikur SemadgenlobaSi, mniSvnelova­
ni adgili eWiraT qarTvelebs. gansakuTrebul uxerxulobas qmnida 
is, rom qarTvelebi administraciul centr cxinvalSi umravlesobas 
warmoadgendnen. amitom gadawyda qalaqSi osi mosaxleobis Casaxle­
bas xeli Sewyoboda. sabWoTa „korenizaciis“ politikis Sedegad qa­
laqi metwilad garSemo mdebare soflebidan migrirebuli eTnikurad 
osi mosaxleobiT dasaxlda.

sabWoTa demografiuli politikis da urbanistuli procesebis 
xasiaTi kargad Cans savele eTnografiul masalaSi. werovanSi Casax­
lebul devnilebs kargad axsovT qsnis xeobis zemo soflebis osebi­
sagan aTvisebisa da Semdeg daclis procesi.

1 uica, f. 284, anaw. 1, saq. 3082, f. 99-102.
2 iqve, f. 5.
3 uica, f. 284, anaw. 1, saq. 1979, f. 3.
4 iqve, f. 5.
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`axalgoris raioni yovelTvis iyo tolerantuli, sadac yvelas 
didi stumarTmoyvareobiT Rebulobdnen. osebi sul ramdenime da­
saxlebul punqtSi cxovrobdnen. axalgoris zeviT mTeli qsnis xeo­
ba, lomisis salocavamde mTlianad qarTuli iyo. sul oriode osuri 
ojaxi iqneboda, Tumca osis rZlebi ki hyavdaT xolme. XVIII saukuneSi 
yelis tbidan lomisis salocavamde gaCnda osuri soflebi: zemo bagi, 
qvemo bagi, gorga, Cigoiani, navisxevi. es mcire mosaxleobiani sofle­
bi iyo. Jamuric ki qarTuli iyo, razec misi saxelic migviTiTebs. me 
vfiqrob es soflebi qarTvelebisagan lekianobis dros carieldebo­
da. osebi albaT Sekruli iyvnen lekebTan da nasoflarebs ikavebdnen. 
Camosaxlebuli osebi gaumezobldnen qarTvelebs. soflebis umete­
sobaSi maTi saxelwodebis msgavsi gvarebi cxovrobdnen (ramdenime 
aseTi punqti, dRemdea SemorCenili – CitianSi cxovroben CitiSvile­
bi, balaanSi – balaSvilebi, pavlianSi – pavliaSvilebi da a. S. – l. j.). 
`imdenad kargi damokidebuleba gvqonda Camosaxlebul osebTan, rom 
xSiri iyo gaTxoveba-gamoTxoveba………….. ar arsebobda dReoba, rom Cveni 
xalxi ar daepatiJebinaT. avidodnen, gamoxdidnen luds, arays, dak­
lavdnen xars da xom ar ggonia raime Cxubi moxdeboda?! mere qarTve­
lebi gadmoipatiJebdnen osebs da cxovrobdnen megobrulad. 70-ian 
wlebSi osur zonaSi, Jamurs rom veZaxiT, 2-3 metriani Tovli movida, 
adamianebi Caiketnen, erTmaneTSi gvirabebiT dadiodnen. pirveladi 
daxmarebis nivTebi vertmfrenebiT miawodes. xalxi ise daSinda, rom 
iqedan gadasaxlda, da es adgili gaukacrielda~.1 

`20-ian wlebSi sul 20 osuri ojaxi cxovrobda axalgorSi. po­
litika iyo aseTi, raikomis mdivani Tu qarTveli iyo, aRmaskomis 
Tavmjdomare osi unda yofiliyo. ise xdeboda, rom Cveni bedovlaTi 
raikomis mdivnebi verafers awyobdnen, xolo cxinvalidan davaleba 
hqondaT, rom osebi, axalgorSi CamoesaxlebinaT. es osebi mwyemsebi 
iyvnen, aZlevdnen binebs, magram maT naklebad ainteresebdaT qalaqi, 
Tumca Svilebs agzavnidnen sacxovreblad. me 1980 wels miviRe bina 
axalgorSi. Cvens korpusSi 12 osuri ojaxi Camoasaxles. adre axmajSi 
(sofelia – l. j.) arc erTi osuri ojaxi ar iyo. 50-ian wlebSi Tanda­
Tan daiwyes Camosvla da axla naxevari sofeli osebia~.2 

bunebrivia ver gamovricxavT sakuTari sacxovreblidan ayrili 
devnilebis tendenciur damokidebulebas ysoao-Si mimdinare eTno­

1 janiaSvili, savele masala.
2 janiaSvili, savele masala.
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demografiul procesebze saubrisas, magram motanili masala sakma­
od obieqturad asaxavs zogad tendencias, rac saTanado monacemebiT 
dasturdeba.1

daskvnis saxiT SeiZleba iTqvas, rom samxreT oseTis avtonomi­
uri olqi iyo sabWoTa xelisuflebis mier xelovnurad Seqmnili ad­
ministraciul-politikuri erTeuli, romlis formirebac imTaviT­
ve ormag standartebze iyo dafuZnebuli. erTis mxriv, mTavrobis­
gan deklarirebuli iyo, rom xelmZRvanelobdnen administraciuli 
mmarTvelobis efeqturobis, mosaxleobis ekonomikuri da naciona­
lur-kulturuli orientaciis principebiT. sinamdvileSi ki avto­
nomiis dafuZneba emsaxureboda sabWoTa imperiis geopolitikur in­
teresebs da naklebad iyo gaTvaliswinebuli istoriuli, eTnokul­
turuli, socialur-ekonomikuri da geografiuli faqtorebi. 
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Lavrenti Janiashvili

Ethnocultural and Historical Context of the Formation
of the South Ossetian Autonomous Region

Summary

The establishment of the South Ossetian Autonomous Region on April 20, 1922, and 
the subsequent developments are closely linked to the radical protectionist policies 
of Bolshevik Russia. This naturally raises an important question: how feasible was it 
to establish South Ossetia as an autonomous national-territorial unit and to develop 
effective socio-political institutions there without the support of the Soviet government?

As early as the mid-19th century, the Russian Empire attempted to subordinate 
the mountainous region of Eastern Georgia to Russian administration, which was quite 
a difficult task due to geographical, economic, ethnocultural and other factors. On 
April 10, 1840, the Ossetian District was established, falling under the administrative 
jurisdiction of Tbilisi, Telavi, and Gori uezds. This district included settlements 
inhabited by Ossetians who had migrated from the North Caucasus during the 17th 
and 18th centuries. The Russian government was focused on improving administrative 
efficiency in the mountainous regions of Georgia and had no plans to create a distinct 
political unit in this area. Nevertheless, this establishment set a precedent that later 
contributed to the Ossetians’ demands for autonomy, eventually leading to the creation 
of an autonomous district.

The initial instances of Ossetian separatism in the Shida Kartli region can be 
traced to three uprisings in 1918-1920, which clearly received support from Soviet 
Russia. The Bolsheviks assisted the insurgents both politically and financially, and 
provided armed support. Following the establishment of the Soviet regime in Georgia, 
the government took proactive steps toward creating Ossetian autonomy. Forming a 
new autonomous unit required careful consideration of geographical, ethnic, and socio-
cultural factors. A critical aspect was the need to overhaul the existing communication 
system. Traditionally, the region’s economic vector followed the natural gorges, 
extending from the mountains to the plains connecting to Georgia’s urban centers. 
Establishing a new autonomous unit necessitated linking these gorges, a task that was 
virtually insurmountable due to the challenging terrain. This connectivity was only 
achieved after the Russian-Georgian war of 2008, which led to the linking of the gorges 
of the Ksani and Liakhvi rivers via the Akhalgori-Tskhinvali highway.
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The main supporter of Ossetian separatism was Russia, behind the high mountain 
range of the Caucasus. However, for a permanent connection with it, it was necessary 
to cut a high-capacity road to the north (at the Roki Pass). The construction of the cart 
road began during the aforementioned Ossetian uprisings. Later, in the 1930s, there 
was an idea to connect the South Ossetian Autonomous District with North Ossetia 
through the Roki Tunnel, which was finally implemented in the 1980s.

The South Ossetian Autonomous District was defined to include various areas 
inhabited by Ossetians, such as Kudaro in Racha, the Jejora Gorge, the upper reaches 
of the Kvirila River in Imereti, Thruso in Khevi near the source of the Terek River, and 
Ghuda at the head of the Tetri Aragvi River; the gorges of Didi and Patara Liakhvi, as 
well as the Frone, Mejuda, and Lekhura Gorges in Shida Kartli. Geographically, these 
areas were isolated from one another, with the Georgian population predominating in 
many areas. Economically, their unification was impractical. These gorges, separated 
by mountains, historically fell under different Georgian administrative-political units 
(saeristavos).

In establishing the South Ossetian Autonomous District, the Soviet government 
decisively departed from the region’s traditional systems and undertook a radical 
transformation of its ethno-social landscape. Despite efforts to make the process 
as smooth as possible and the implementation of certain measures, the changes, 
implemented without regard for the region’s landscape, ethnic composition, traditional 
communication routes, and economic systems, posed significant risks of serious 
conflict.

The archival materials reveal that the Soviet government deviated from its 
declared principles in the creation of the South Ossetian Autonomous District. Instead 
of considering historical, ethno-cultural, socio-economic, and geographical factors, the 
government was driven by the empire’s geopolitical interests when establishing this 
new administrative-political unit.


