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o (France, Technology and Success of the First Crusade, a3. 166). d&dmeal gb 6gbo XII
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dmemdwg (DeVries, Medieval Military Technology, a3. 14).
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U'White, Stirrup, Mounted Shock Combat, Feudalism, and Chivalry, a3. 1-38; DeVries, Medieval
Military Technology, a3. 12.

2 Smail, Crusading Warfare, a3. 113-115; Marshall, Warfare in the Latin East, a3. 158; 30bogg,
The Use of the Charge, a3. 222.

3 Ata Malik Juvaini, Genghis Khan, a3. 449.

4 Anna Komnene, The Alexiad, a3. 378.

5 Marshall, Warfare in the Latin East, a3. 236.

6 Tsurtsumia, Medieval Georgian Poliorcetica, a3. 197-199.
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o, §Mob@nsbgdo ngFmnddg gos3000696. Honboms 3aMggmo dmgmcn dg@q-
35 6oM35@qd00 boMmndomms, FogMad Ladmemme Ma3bmdMngds 3oMs@gbm-
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900 dmoglb gosmbos d6dmemal 39mnsb.* 353580564L (36mdom, oG dgdn

! The Old French Continuation of William of Tyre, a3. 32.

* The Conquest of the Holy Land by Salah al-Din, g3. 118-119.

3 The Old French Continuation of William of Tyre, ag. 32; Chronicle of the Third Crusade, a3.
25; The Congquest of the Holy Land by Salah al-Din, a3. 112-113. ¢96356 lll-ob (1185-87)
Bgomdon, HmIgmo(z 3Hgbmbab dGdmeal smbg®mb, 110 Monboo @s 6 smabo dxgbemadas
obobgmagdaymo (The Conquest of Jerusalem and the Third Crusade, a3. 156). ©. b6o3mmo
MomMgbo goEsdamdgdmmon 300Rbgzlb JMHobEnsbama Bysmmgdal o3 (36mdgdL dub-
modos mEgbmdab dgbsbygd (Nicolle, Hattin, g3. 57). 88539 o6mb, 36 dmmob 808nbsmg-
M s JMHobGnsbms LB gsbswanmgds 3mbmadms LyFom by MozbmdHog mdo-
M5 gbmdadg Bommnmgdl.

* The Old French Continuation of William of Tyre, a3. 32; The Conquest of the Holy Land by
Salah al-Din, g3. 120-123; William of Newburgh, Historia Rerum Anglicarum, a3. 256. Gm-
%M 3mmegbob Jobgognm, dMdmmab 39mbdg @agze 60 §983mogfon, 3mb3o@smagmms
3530bEMbS @ 3ol 0563bmgd d8gdmsb gMmow (Roger of Howden, Gesta Regis Henrici
Secundi, a3. 10).
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! The Conquest of the Holy Land by Saldh al-Din, 3. 120-121.

2Nicolle, Hattin, a3.97.

? The Congquest of the Holy Land by Salah al-Din, a3. 118-119.

* Smail, Crusading Warfare, 33. 197.

’ Dmgoghor Bys®mdo go3 ©g 350 dmoblgbogds, Gmam®(3 @sd33mogmms dedomo (The
Old French Continuation of William of Tyre, 3. 32; The Conquest of the Holy Land by Salah al-
Din, a3. 126-127). doqbgoszom 5dabs, 1187 Bgmb 0@dsb Ill-abs s 3s@0bmsb msdam-
36980L d93aa 63nbs 3nbalb dombgdal ogeM dgmagbomoa BgGamgdosb gggd04-
Bobmo Rsbl, Bmd 08bsbow Bod3mogHms domdamn MmdgME, 3MgoLbgma nym, go3 ©g
350 3o mMgbab Mognom ddsw aMa3bgdmes (Burgtorf, The Central Convent of Hospitallers
and Templars, 3. 576-577).

® The Old French Continuation of William of Tyre, a3. 32; The Conquest of the Holy Land by
Saldh al-Din, a3. 126-129. &mam@3 898580569 Bg@U, ,gb o6 nym 0obsbsbon, sGr0dgw bo-
M3bmm Loggooma, Bms 30398 Bobgomom soam oademn 330633060 30l gotdgdm
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Mamuka Tsurtsumia

Cresson, Tashisk’ari and Dmanisi:
the Effectiveness of Mounted Shock Combat

Summary

The present paper discusses the effectiveness of mounted shock combat through the
analysis of three battles. On May 1, 1187, near Nazareth, at the springs of Cresson,
130 crusader knights, accompanied by a small number of infantry, launched a fierce
attack against an adversary 15 times their size. Despite their initial success, they were
eventually defeated by the Muslims. In December 1260, Sargis Jaq’eli’s vanguard
attacked a force of Mongols four times larger than their own in the vicinity of Tashisk ari,
resulting in a victorious outcome. Subsequently, the Georgians attacked the main body
of the opponent, but after the initial success, they were defeated. Three centuries later,
in 1583, a small detachment of Georgians launched a furious attack against an enemy
force 30 times larger. The Ottomans barely survived the defeat.

All of these battles share common characteristics: an absolute disregard for
the attackers’ numerical minority, initial success in the attack, and ultimate defeat.
Did the attacking side have any chance of success, or was it a doomed tactical move
from the outset? To answer this question, we must examine the tactics employed by
both sides. Medieval European and Georgian warriors possessed a powerful tactical
weapon known as mounted shock combat, executed with a couched lance. This type of
attack was so formidable that often the opponent fled the battlefield before the actual
battle commenced. The mounted shock combat was the most powerful weapon of the
medieval army. Therefore, it is not surprising that armies proficient in this tactic did not
shy away from engaging numerically superior opponents.
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