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valerian vaSakiZe 

kavkasiis erTian geokulturul sivrced 
gaazreba antikur mwerlobaSi

termini kavkasia, rogorc Tanamedrove Sinaarsis momcveli geopoli­
tikuri cneba, XIX s-dan damkvidrda, Tumca aRniSnuli saxelwodeba 
ukve Soreul antikur periodSi dasturdeba. Tu stefanos bizanti­
elis (V s.) `eTnikas~ daveyrdnobiT, `kavkasoss~ jer kidev hekateos 
miletoselis (daaxl. Zv. w. 550-475 ww.) `dedamiwis aRwera~ icnobs. am 
arasrulad moRweuli Txzulebis fragmentebSi, romelTa absolu­
turi umetesoba swored `eTnikaSia~ daculi, naTqvamia: `dandare­
bi. xalxi kavkasosTan~;1 `tipanisebi. xalxi kavkasosTan~;2 `kolebi. 
xalxi kavkasosTan... kavkasiis mTiswineTi kolikur mTebad iwodeba~.3 
TiToeul cnobas axlavs ganmarteba, rom amas „[ambobs] hekateosi“.4 
samwuxarod, bizantiuri epoqis avtoris (romelic TiTqmis Torme­
ti saukuniTaa pirvelwyaros dacilebuli) motanili gamonaTqvamis 
gadamowmeba praqtikulad SeuZlebelia. amitomac samecniero lite­
raturaSi damkvidrebulia sruliad samarTliani mosazreba, rom he­
kateos miletoselis xsenebuli naSromis SemorCenili fragmentebis 
wyaroTmcodneobiTi kvlevisas „gasarkvevia, ras ambobs hekata¡osi 
da raa stefane bizantielisa“.5

yvelaze adrindeli wyaro, romelSic kavkasia/kavkasosi pirve­
lad da ueWvelad ixsenieba aris hekateosis umcrosi Tanamedrovis, es­
qiles (Zv. w. 525/4-456/5 ww.) „mijaWvuli promeTevsi“. erTgan (707-735) 
„tragediis mamad“ wodebuli avtori aRwers gzas, romlis gavlis Sem­
deg miadgebi kavkasoss, „mTis [qedTa] Soris yvelaze maRals“.6 meoregan 
(411-424) CamoTvlis aziis mcxovrebT da maT Soris asaxelebs maT, „vinc 
saxlobs maxloblad kavkasosisa, maRal kldeebze [naSen] qalaqSi“.7

unda aRiniSnos, rom „kavkasia/kavkasosis“ warmomavloba da eti­
mologia an im geografiuli arealis gansazRvra, romelsac es cneba 

1 hekateos miletoseli, dedamiwis aRwera, gv. 61.
2 iqve.
3 iqve, gv. 62.
4 iqve, gv. 61-62.
5 yauxCiSvili, saqarTvelos istoriis Zveli berZnuli wyaroebi, gv. 43. Sdr. 
lomouri, berZeni logografosebis cnobebi, gv. 3-35.
6 esqile, mijaWvuli promeTevsi , gv. 77.
7 iqve.
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moicavs, uZvelesi droidan mokidebuli dRemde cxovel interess iw­
vevs. amitomacaa, rom xsenebul sakiTxebze araerTi sagulisxmo mo­
sazreba arsebobs.1 winamdebare naSromis mizania imis garkveva, Tu ro­
didan SeiZina am terminma erTi garkveuli geokulturuli sivrcis 
gageba da, ramdenadac SesaZlebelia, metnaklebi sizustiT misi geog­
rafiuli sazRvrebis dadgena.

vidre CvenTvis saintereso problemas ganvixilavT, saWirod 
migvaCnia aRvniSnoT, rom antikuri civilizaciis xangrZliv monak­
veTSi berZnul-romaul samyarosa da kavkasiis urTierTobebSi ram­
denime etapi ikveTeba. bunebrivia, droTa ganmavlobaSi antikur 
avtorTa codna kavkasiis regionis Sesaxeb TandaTanobiT Rrmavde­
boda. mkvlevarTa marTebuli dakvirvebiT, Tu klasikuramdeli pe­
riodis (berZnulenovani werilobiTi Zeglebis gamoCenidan Zv. w. VI 
s-is bolomde) wyaroebisaTvis damaxasiaTebelia realobis miTolo­
giuri azrovnebiT aRqma da maTSi kavkasia, ZiriTadad, promeTesa da 
argonavtebis Tqmulebebis konteqstSia gaazrebuli, klasikur epo­
qaSi (Zv. w. V-IV ss.) wina planze gamodis faqtebisa da movlenebis kri­
tikuli xedva. „am periodSi kavkasia TandaTanobiT legendarulis 
sferodan realurSi gadadis rogorc terminologiuri, aseve is­
toriul-geografiuli TvalsazrisiT da iRebs ufro konkretulad 
gamokveTil xasiaTs“.2 zemoTqmuli ganapiroba araerTma epoqalu­
ri mniSvnelobis istoriulma movlenam (didi berZnuli koloniza­
cia, berZen-sparselTa omebi); xolo aleqsandre makedonelis aziaSi 
laSqrobam, romis imperiis aRmosavleTiT gafarToebam da miTrida­
te VI evpatoris omebma Tu romaul-parTiulma dapirispirebam ki­
dev ufro metad Seuwyo xeli berZen-romael avtorTa TxzulebebSi 
kavkasiisa da aq mcxovrebi xalxebis Sesaxeb mravalmxrivi da Zalze 
saintereso informaciis Tavmoyras. Tamamad SeiZleba iTqvas, rom 
xsenebuli periodis antikur mwerlobaSi daculi cnobebi kavkasiis 
Zveli istoriis sxvadasxva sakiTxis Sesaswavlad xSirad werilobiT 
wyaroTa erTaderT bazas warmoadgens.

mivubrundeT termins „kavkasia/kavkasoss“, vnaxoT ras aRniS­
navs is drois sxvadasxva monakveTSi, rodis SeiZina am saxelwode­
bam raRac erTi garkveuli geokulturuli sivrcis mniSvneloba 

1 dawvr. ix.: vaSakiZe, termin „kavkasiis“ warmomavloba, gv. 77-90; vaSakiZe, kav­
kasia uZvelesi droidan ax. w. IV s-mde, gv. 41-64 (lit. ix. iqve).
2 gordeziani, ugulava, kavkasia/kavkasosi, gv. 28.
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da, SesaZleblobis farglebSi, SevecadoT am arealis geografiu­
li sazRvrebis moniSvnas.

esqilesa da hekateos miletoselis zemoT motanili cnobebis 
Tanaxmad, sruliad aSkaraa, rom „kavkasosi“ aRniSnavs mTas an qeds.

herodotosi (Zv. w. V s.) Tavis „istoriaSi“ araerTxel axsenebs 
„kavkasia/kavkasoss“. erTgan, sadac istorikosi skviTTa laSqrobis 
marSruts aRwers, naTqvamia, rom maT „zemoTa gzaze gadauxvies, rome­
lic bevrad ufro grZelia. marjvniv kavkasionis mTebia aRmarTuli“ 
(I, 104).1 igives imeorebs herodotosi sxvaganac (IV, 12): kimerielebs da­
devnebuli „skviTebisaTvis kavkasosi marjvena mxares iyo“.2 berZeni 
avtori Tavis TxzulebaSi (I, 204) aRniSnavs: „am zRvas, kaspiis zRvad 
wodebuls, dasavleTis mxridan kavkasosi esazRvreba“;3 manamde (I, 203) 
herodotosi gvauwyebs, rom „am zRvis (kaspiis – v. v.) dasavleTiT kavka­
sosia gadaWimuli, romelic mTebs Soris yvelaze ufro vrcelia da ma­
Rali. kavkasiis mTebSi adamianTa mravali sxvadasxva tomi cxovrobs“.4 
iq, sadac kolxebis aqemenianTa imperiasTan urTierTobebzea saubari 
(III, 97), vkiTxulobT: „saCuqrebi kolxebmac moiTxoves da maTma mezob­
lebmac kavkasionis mTebamde (radgan am mTebamde vrceldeba sparseTis 
mmarTveloba, xolo kavkasiidan CrdiloeTisaken mdebare qveynebs ara­
feri surT icodnen sparselebis Sesaxeb). maT saCuqrebi daiweses. yo­
vel mexuTe wels asi yrma da asi qalwuli unda gadaixadon“.5

herodotosis Txzulebidan motanili amonaridebi naTlad aC­
venebs, rom berZeni avtori „kavkasia/kavkasoss“ bevrad ufro masSta­
buri mniSvnelobiT warmoaCens. hekateos miletoselisa da esqilesa­
gan gansxvavebiT, herodotosTan „kavkasosi“ ar aris erTi mTa an erTi 
qedi; is mTaTa mTeli sistemaa, romelic sxva amgvarive mTebis jaWvi­
sagan imiT gamoirCeva, rom „yvelaze ufro vrcelia da maRali“; rac 
mTavaria, kavkasosis datotvili qedebi garkveul teritorias moi­
cavs, radgan, istorikosis TqmiT, „kavkasosis mTebSi adamianTa mrava­
li sxvadasxva tomi cxovrobs“.

„kavkasosi“ icis aristotelemac (daaxl. Zv. w. 383-322 ww.). „mete­
orologiaSi“ (350 a 18-37) naTqvamia: „... kavkasionidan bevri sxva [mdi­
nare] moedineba, gamorCeuli [wylis] simravliTa da sididiT, [maT So­

1 herodotosi, istoria, gv. 90.
2 iqve, gv. 102.
3 iqve, gv. 92.
4 iqve.
5 iqve, gv. 100.
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ris] fasisic. kavkasosi Crdilo-aRmosavleTis mxridan yvelaze didi 
mTaa sididiT da simaRliTac. simaRlis dasturia is, rom kargad Cans 
egreT wodebuli siRrmeebidanac tbaSi SemavalTaTvisac. agreTve 
misi mwvervalebi mziTaa ganaTebuli Ramis mesame nawilamde, ganTia­
damdec da kvlav, saRamos merec. sididis [niSania] is, rom masSi bevri 
adgilsamyofelia, sadac bevri xalxi saxlobs da sadac, amboben, rom 
didi tbebia, Tumca imasac amboben, rom yvela es adgilsamyofeli Cans 
vidre ukanasknel mwvervalamde“.1 aristotele amave TxzulebaSi (351 
a 8-14) erTxel kidev axsenebs „kavkasoss“. misi TqmiT, „... kavkasionis 
qvemoT aris tba, romelsac iqaurebi zRvas uwodeben“.2

Tu aristoteles zemoT moxmobili pirveli cnobiT vimsje­
lebT, „kavkasia/kavkasosi“, ise rogorc herodotosTan, mTaTa sis­
temaa, vrceli da Zalian maRali. misi sididis dasturia isic, rom 
„masSi bevri adgilsamyofelia, sadac bevri xalxi (bevri eTnosi – v. 
v.) saxlobs“. meore cnoba ki gvauwyebs, rom „kavkasosis“ mTebis qve­
moT aris tba. am ukanasknelSi igulisxmeba meotisis tba. ase ki Zveli 
berZnebi azovis zRvas moixseniebdnen. e. i. aristoteles mixedviT, 
„kavkasosis“ mTebi meotisis tbas warswvdeboda. Tu gavixsenebT he­
rodotosis miniSnebas, rom kavkasosi kaspiis zRvidan dasavleTiT 
iyo gadaWimuli da mas aristoteles ganxilul cnobasTan Sevaje­
rebT, vfiqrob, uyoymanod SeiZleba davaskvnaT, rom xsenebul av­
torTa droisaTvis (e. i. Zv. w. V-IV ss-Si) „kavkasia/kavkasosi“ aRniS­
navda mTian masivs kaspiis zRvidan Sav da azovis zRvebamde; es iyo 
vrceli mTianeTi, datotvili qedebiTa da maTi ganStoebebiT, sadac 
araerTi eTnosi binadrobda. 

„kavkasosi“ icis Teokritosmac (Zv. w. IV-III ss.). igi Tavis „idili­
ebSi“ (VII, Talisia, 77) axsenebs „uSores kavkasoss“.3 ra Tqma unda, av­
tori, am SemTxvevaSi, gulisxmobs mTas an qeds.

gasakviri ar aris, rom aRniSnul termins xSirad vxvdebiT apo­
lonios rodoselTan (daaxl. Zv. w. 295-215 ww.). „argonavtikaSi“ mox­
seniebulia „kavkasionis tyiani mTis kalTebi“ (II, 1198-1215); „kavkasiis 
mTebis maRali mwvervalebi“ an „maRali kavkasioni“ (II, 1231.1242-1285); 
„kavkasiis ferdobebi“ (III, 843-872); „Tovliani kavkasioni“ (III, 1214-
1224); „kavkasionis zRva“ (IV, 131-135),4 romelSic Savi zRva igulisxme­

1 aristotele, aristoteles korpusi, meteorologia, gv. 151.
2 iqve, gv. 152.
3 Teokritosi, idiliebi, gv. 165.
4 apolonios rodoseli, argonavtika, gv. 177-180.
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ba. Cveni azriT, „argonavtikaSi“ damowmebuli „kavkasosi“ mTaTa sis­
temas aRniSnavs, romelic garkveul teritorias moicavs. amitomacaa, 
rom mis mimdebared arsebul zRvas avtori „kavkasiis zRvas“ uwodebs. 
am mosazrebis siswores adasturebs TxzulebaSi (III, 196-248) daculi 
erTi cnoba, romlis Tanaxmadac kolxTa mefis, aietis vaJi afsirto­
si „Sva kavkasielma nimfam asterodeiam“.1 gamoTqma „kavkasieli“ ueW­
velad miuTiTebs imaze, rom apolonios rodoselisaTvis „kavkasia/
kavkasosi“ kargad gansazRvruli konkretuli geografiuli arealia, 
saidanac warmoSobiT iyo asterodeia.

saWirod migvaCnia aRniSvna imisa, rom ZvelberZnul samyaroSi 
cnobili iyo meore, indoeTis „kavkasosi“, indoeTis iranisagan gam­
mijnavi mTaTa sistema (Tanamedrove geografiuli nomenklaturiT, 
indi-quSanis mTianeTi). amis mizezs damajereblad xsnis straboni (Zv. 
w. 64/63-ax. w. 23/24 ww.). „geografiaSi“ (XI, 5, 5) naTqvamia: „SemTxzvelebi 
mliqvnelobaze ufro zrunavdnen, vidre WeSmaritebaze. aseTia, maga­
liTad, kavkasionis gadatana indoeTis mTebTan da maxloblad mdeba­
re aRmosavleTisken – zRvasTan, kolxidis da evqsinis zemoT mdebare 
mTebidan. am [mTebs] iyo, rom elinebi kavkasions uwodebdnen da isi­
ni daSorebulni arian indoeTs ufro metiT, vidre 30000 stadionia... 
xolo ufro sasaxelo iyo aleqsandresTvis (igulisxmeba aleqsandre 
makedoneli – v. v.) indoeTis mTebamde dapyroba aziisa, vidre evqsi­
nisa da kavkasionis kuTxemde. magram dideba mTisa, misi saxeli da is 
ambavi, rom iazonis da misi maxloblebis Sesaxeb fiqroben, rom maT 
uSoresi laSqroba Seasrules kavkasiis sanaxebamde, da is, rom pro­
meTevsi gadacemuli iyo misajaWvad qveynis kideze, kavkasionze, [am 
ambebis gamo] undodaT rogorme esiamovnebinaT mefisaTvis da gada­
itanes mTis saxeli indoeTSi“.2 vfiqrobT, berZnul mwerlobaSi ori 
„kavkasosis“ gaCena damatebiT ganmartebas ar saWiroebs.

swored am meore, anu indoeTis „kavkasoss“ icnobs polibiosi (Zv. 
w. III-II ss.). Tavis „istoriaSi“ (X, 48, 1, 4) igi wers: „oqsoss (dRev. md. amu-
daria – v. v.) saTave kavkasionSi aqvs, didad wyaluxvi xdeba baqtriane­
Si“.3 avtori kavkasiisa da Sav zRvebs Soris gadaWimul mTaTa sistemas 
ar axsenebs. samagierod orive „kavkasosi“ icis diodoros siciliel­
ma (Zv. w. I s.). „biblioTekaSi“ (II, 43, 2) laparakia skviTebze, romlebic 

1 iqve, gv. 179.
2 yauxCiSvili, strabonis geografia, gv. 139-140. Sdr. straboni, geografia, 
gv. 261-262.
3 polibiosi, istoria, gv. 198.
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Tavdapirvelad mcirericxovanni iyvnen da patara qveyanaSi cxovrob­
dnen, magram erTi, omismoyvare da mxedarTmTavrobis niWiT gamorCe­
uli mefis dros „mTianeTSi miwa-wyali Semoimates kavkasosamde“.1 am 
SemTxvevaSi, diodorosis es „kavkasosi“ kavkasionis mTebs Seesatyvi­
seba, xolo iq (XVII, 83, 1), sadac avtori gvamcnobs, rom aleqsandre ma­
kedoneli „mivida da kavkasosis maxloblad dabanakda. zogierTebi am 
mTas parapanisons uwodeben“,2 sruliad erTmniSvnelovnad indoeTis 
„kavkasosi“ igulisxmeba.

zemoT ukve iTqva, rom kavkasiis Sesaxeb antikuri epoqis avtor­
Ta codnis etapobrivad gaRrmavebas friad Seuwyo xeli Zvel msof­
lioSi momxdarma didma istoriulma movlenebma. am mxriv, sruliad 
gansakuTrebuli mniSvnelobisa iyo romis aRmosavleTiT gafarToe­
ba da imperiis dapirispireba pontosa da parTiis samefoebTan. aman 
gazarda berZnul-romauli samyaros interesi kavkasiis teritori­
aze mcxovrebi xalxebisa da aq Camoyalibebuli politikuri subieq­
tebis mimarT. intensiuri da mravalmxrivi urTierTobebis Sedegad 
dagrovili informacia saTanadod aisaxa berZnul da laTinurenovan 
teqstebSi.

CvenTvis saintereso sakiTxis SeswavlisaTvis unikalur masalas 
iZleva Zveli da axali welTaRricxvebis mijnaze moRvawe istorikosi 
da geografosi straboni, romelic, specialistTa SefasebiT, sando 
da keTilsindisier avtorad aris miCneuli.3 „geografiis“ XI-XVI wig­
nebi aziis aRweras eTmoba. geografosi, qveynebis dayofisas an rome­
lime kontinentis nawilebis aRwerisas, upirveles amocanad sazRvre­
bis dadgenas miiCnevs. straboni ar Ralatobs antikur samyaroSi ar­
sebul tradicias da upiratesobas bunebriv sazRvrebs aniWebs.4

straboni evropisa da aziis gamyofad md. tanaiss (dRev. md. doni 
– v. v.) Tvlis. avtoris azriT, „tavri, romelic dasavleTidan aRmo­
savleTiT miimarTeba, am xmeleTs (e. i. azias – v. v.) Suaze gadasWris da 
tovebs [mis erT nawils] CrdiloeTisaken, xolo meores samxreTisa­
ken. elinebi amaTgan [erTs] uwodeben tavris SigniTas, xolo [meores] 
tavris gareTas“ (XI, 1, 1).5 Tavdapirvelad tavrosad iwodeboda mcire 

1 diodoros sicilieli, biblioTeka, gv. 209.
2 iqve, gv. 222.
3 strabonis `geografiisa“ da misi wyaroebis Sesaxeb dawvr. ix.: yauxCiSvili, 
strabonis geografia, gv. 1-14.
4 vaSakiZe, sazRvris cneba, gv. 36-49.
5 yauxCiSvili, strabonis geografia, gv. 106.
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aziis mTiani masivis dasavleTi nawili, romelic egeosis zRvaze ga­
dioda, magram berZenTa geografiuli horizontis gafarToebasTan 
erTad saxelwodeba tavrosi gavrcelda mTaTa veeberTela sistema­
ze, romelic gadaWimuli iyo kavkasiidan himalaebamde da orad hyof­
da mTel azias.1

straboni aziis CrdiloeTs oTx nawilad hyofs. „aqedan pirve­
li aris is, romelic tanaisis midamoebSi mdebareobs. es miviCnieT 
evropisa da aziis sazRvrad, xolo [am mxares] aqvs naxevarkunZulis 
saxe: mas xom dasavleTiT Camoudis md. tanaisi da ma¡otisi vidre bos­
foramde da evqsinis sanapiromde, romelic mTavrdeba kolxidasTan. 
CrdiloeTisken [SemosazRvrulia] okeaniT vidre kaspiis zRvis Se­
sarTavamde: aRmosavleTisaken [isazRvreba] swored am zRviT alba­
niisa da armeniis sazRvramde, sadac [zRvas] uerTdebian mdinareebi 
– mtkvari da araqsi, romelTagan erTi momdinareobs armeniaze, xo­
lo mtkvari – iberiasa da albaniaze. samxreTisaken [SemosazRvrulia 
xmeleTiT], romelic aris mtkvris SesarTavidan kolxidamde daaxlo­
ebiT 3000 stadioni zRvidan zRvamde, albanTa da iberTa [qveynebze 
gadis] da ewodeba yeli“ (XI, 1, 5).2

„geografiidan“ motanili amonaridis mixedviT, straboni Crdi­
loeT aziis pirvel nawils Semdegnairad SemosazRvravs: dasavleTiT 
– md. doni, azovis zRvis aRm. sanapiro bosforamde da kolxidis kuT­
vnili Savi zRvis sanapiro zoli; aRmosavleTiT – kaspiis zRvis das. 
sanapiro mdinareebis mtkvrisa da araqsis SesarTavamde; Crdilo­
eTiT – okeane kaspiis zRvis SesarTavamde, anu ise, rogorc es miRe­
buli iyo geografosis winamorbed antikur avtorebTan; samxreTiT 
– md. mtkvris SesarTavidan kolxidamde gamavali saxmeleTo xazi, ro­
melic albanTa da iberTa qveynebze gadis.

aziis am nawilis sazRvrebis dadgenis Semdeg, straboni iZleva 
mis geografiul daxasiaTebas, CamoTvlis aq mcxovreb xalxebs, gvi­
suraTebs maT yofasa da saqmianobas da a. S. mivyveT geografosis mier 
mocemul aRweras.

meotisis tbasTan (e. i. azovis zRvasTan, kidev ufro zustad mis 
aRmosavleT sanapirosTan – v. v.) cxovroben meotebi. Txzulebidan 
kargad Cans, rom meotebi zogadi saxelwodebaa yvela im tomisa, rom­
lebic meotisis tbasTan saxloben. strabonis TqmiT, „meotebSi ari­

1 Подосинов, Скржинская, Римские географические источники, kom. 370, gv. 296.
2 yauxCiSvili, strabonis geografia, gv. 108.
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an TviT sindebi, dandariebi, toreatebi, agrebi da areqebi. agreTve 
tarpetebi, obidiakenebi, sitakenebi, doskebi da sxva mravali. amaT 
Soris arian agreTve aspurgianebi, romlebic cxovroben fanagoria­
sa da gorgipias Soris“ (XI, 2, 11).1 amdenad, mravalricxovani meoturi 
tomebi saxlobdnen azovis zRvis aRmosavleTiT gorgipiamde. am uka­
nasknels specialistebi Savi zRvis Crdilo-aRmosavleT sanapiroze 
mdebare Tanamedrove qalaq anapasTan aigiveben.2

amis Semdeg „zRvasTan (igulisxmeba Savi zRva – v. v.) aris aqeel­
Ta, zigTa da henioxTa sanapiro, metwilad unavTsadguro da mTiani, 
da warmoadgens kavkasionis nawils“ (XI, 2, 12).3 aq dasaxelebul tom­
Ta Sesaxeb mdidari samecniero literatura arsebobs.4 bunebrivia, 
maTi eTnikuri vinaobisa da gansaxlebis arealis Sesaxeb msjelobas 
ar SevudgebiT, radgan es scildeba Cveni kvlevis sagans. garda amisa, 
rogorc iTqva, es sakiTxebi kargad aris Seswavlili da damajerebe­
li daskvnebicaa warmodgenili. am SemTxvevaSi CvenTvis saintereso 
is aris, rom aqeelebis, zigebis da henioxebis teritorias straboni, 
„kavkasia/kavkasosis“ nawilad miiCnevs da maT sacxovriss Tanamedro­
ve qalaq anapisagan samxreT-aRmosavleTiT, Savi zRvis Crdilo-aR­
mosavleT da aRmosavleT sanapiroze ganaTavsebs. amrigad, SegviZ­
lia davaskvnaT, rom strabonisaTvis „kavkasia/kavkasosis“ ukiduresi 
Crdilo-dasavleTi sazRvari q. anapasTan mdebareobs.

motanil cnobas straboni sxvaganac imeorebs da mas friad sayu­
radRebo informaciiT ganavrcobs. misi TqmiT, „miTridates ambebis 
aRmwerni, romelTac metad daejerebaT, amboben, rom jer arian aqe­
elebi, Semdeg zigebi, mere henioxebi, kvlav kerketebi, mosxebi, kol­
xebi, Semdeg amaT zemoT fTe¡rofagebi, svanebi da sxva patara tome­
bi kavkasionTan“ (XI, 2, 14).5 aqedan sruliad araorazrovnad ikveTeba, 
rom, garda aqeelebisa, zigebisa da henioxebisa, kerketebis, mosxebis, 
kolxebis, fTe¡rofagebis da svanebis (aseve sxva patara tomebis) sa­
mosaxlo teritoriebic „kavkasia/kavkasosis“ nawils warmoadgens.

1 yauxCiSvili, strabonis geografia, gv. 117.
2 nadareiSvili, gorgipia, gv. 70-72.
3 yauxCiSvili, strabonis geografia, gv. 118.
4 nadareiSvili, jiqebi/zigebi/Zigebi, gv. 195-196; gordeziani, aqeelebi/aqe­
velebi, gv. 180-181; gordeziani, henioxebi, gv. 204; yauxCiSvili, kavkasiis to­
mebis sakiTxisaTvis, gv. 57-77 da sxv.
5 yauxCiSvili, strabonis geografia, gv. 120.
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Savi zRvis sanapiro zolis aRwerisas naTqvamia, rom is „miemar­
Teba aRmosavleTisaken da uyurebs samxreTs, xolo batadan (mdeba­
reobda dRev. q. novorosiiskis maxloblad – v. v.) nel-nela brunde­
ba, Semdeg Semobrundeba dasavleTisaken da sruldeba pitiuntTan 
(dRev. biWvinTa – v. v.) da dioskuriasTan (dRev. q. soxumi – v. v.): kol­
xidis es adgilebi xom esazRvrebian dasaxelebul sanapiros. diosku­
riis Semdeg danarCeni sanapiro kolxidisa aris da mis momdevno tra­
pezuntTan hqmnis mniSvnelovan moxrilobas“ (XI, 2, 14).1 straboni iqve 
ganmartavs, rom „mTeli sanapiro, aqeelTa da sxva [xalxebisa] vidre 
dioskuriamde da im adgilebamde, romlebic mdebareoben pirdapir 
samxreTisaken Sua qveyanaSi, kavkasionis qvemoT mdebareobs“.

„geografiis“ motanili cnobebidan aSkaraa, rom, strabonis az­
riT, pitiunti da dioskuria kolxidis sanapiro zolSia moqceuli, 
romelic trapeZusTan mTavrdeba da es adgilebi „kavkasionis qvemoT 
(e. i. samxreTiT – v. v.) mdebareobs“. xolo kolxebs, da amdenad maT sa­
mosaxlo qveyanas, berZeni avtori rom „kavkasia/kavkasosis“ nawilad 
Tvlis, amaze zemoT iyo saubari. saerTod, strabonisaTvis kolxidis 
SavizRvispira sanapiros imdenad vrceli monakveTi ekava, rom berZe­
ni avtori erTgan evqsinis zRvas kolxidis zRvas uwodebs (XI, 1, 6).

Tu zemoTqmuls SevajamebT, gamodis, rom „kavkasia/kavkasosis“ 
Crdilo-dasavleTi da dasavleTi sazRvari miuyveboda Savi zRvis sana­
piro zols dRev. q. anapidan trapeZusamde, anu dRevandel trabzonamde.

„geografiaSi“ vrceli adgili eTmoba Tavad kavkasiis mTis aR­
weras. straboni wers, rom „es mTa mdebareobs orive zRvis zemoT, 
rogorc pontosi, aseve kaspiisa, amagrebs im yels, romelic hyofs 
[zRvebs]. [es mTa] sazRvravs samxreTisaken albaniasa da iberias, xo­
lo CrdiloeTisaken sarmatTa dablobebs... zogi toti am [mTisa] mi­
emarTeba samxreTisaken, gars ertymis Sua iberias da erTvis armeniis 
mTebs da mosxebisad wodebulT, agreTve skidises da pariadres: yve­
la eseni arian tavris nawilebi, romelic qmnis armeniis samxreT na­
wils (XI, 2, 15).2

yuradsaRebia, rom kavkasiis mTebs CrdiloeTidan sarmatTa dab­
lobebi esazRvreba. e. i. strabonisaTvis „kavkasosi“ Tavisi mraval­
ricxovani ganStoebebiT, romlebic mimarTulia rogorc samxreTi­
saken ise CrdiloeTisaken, mTaTa erT mTlian masivs warmoadgens. am 

1 yauxCiSvili, strabonis geografia, gv. 120-121.
2 yauxCiSvili, strabonis geografia, gv. 121-122.
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azris siswores „geografiis“ sxva adgilic amtkicebs. berZeni avto­
ris TqmiT, fTe¡rofagebis maxloblad arian svanebi; „floben isini 
irgvliv [yvelafers] da upyriaT kavkasionis mwvervalebi, romlebic 
dioskuriis zemoT aris... sxva tomebi, romlebic kavkasionis maxlob­
lad arian, Raribebi da mcire miwis mqoneni arian, xolo albanTa da 
iberTa tomebs, romelTac ukaviaT upiratesad moxseniebuli yeli, da 
romelTac kavkasiuri ewodebaT, aqvT mdidari qveyana da gansakuTre­
biT vargisi kargad dasasaxleblad“ (XI, 2, 19).1 gamodis, rom kavkasi­
is maRalmTianeTSi (fTe¡rofagebi, svanebi da sxva tomebi) aseve dab­
lobSi mcxovrebni (albanebi da iberebi) „kavkasiurad“ iwodebian.

zemoTqmulidan gamomdinare, „kavkasiurad“ unda CavTvaloT 
is tomebic, romlebic „kavkasosis“ mTis CrdiloeT ferdobebze bi­
nadroben. strabonis cnobiT, „albaniis zemoT mTebSi cxovroben 
amaZonebi... amaZonebsa da albanebs Soris skviTebi – gelebi da lege­
bi – cxovroben... amboben, rom [amaZonebi] gargarevelebis mezoblad 
cxovroben kavkasionis mTis ferdobebze CrdiloeTisaken, romelic 
iwodeba keravniad“ (XI, 5, 1).2 rogorc zemoT vTqviT, Cvens mizans ar 
warmoadgens aq dasaxelebul tomebze msjeloba. sakvlevi problemi­
saTvis, vfiqrobT, isic sakmarisia aRiniSnos, rom wyaroSi moxsenie­
buli amaZonebi, gelebi, legebi da gargarevelebi kavkasiis mTebis 
CrdiloeT kalTebze saxloben, romelsac straboni keravniad moix­
seniebs. am saxeliT antikur mwerlobaSi araerTi mTaa cnobili, Tum­
ca udavoa, rom ase berZeni geografosi kavkasionis mTebis ukidures 
aRmosavleT monakveTs, kaspiis zRvasTan yvelaze axlos mdebare na­
wils uwodebs.3

analogiurad, „kavkasiur“ tomebad unda miviCnioT troglodi­
tebi, romelTa „Semdeg arian egreT wodebuli qama¡kotebi da poli­
fagebi da e¡sadikebis soflebi, romelTac SeuZliaT miwaTmoqmedeba, 
radgan mTlad ar ekvrian CrdiloeTs“ (XI, 5, 7).4 mocemuli cnobis kon­
teqsti iseTia, rom dasaxelebuli tomebi gansaxlebulni arian ara­
marto kavkasiis mTebis CrdiloeT ferdobebze, aramed mTiswineTSic, 
radgan maT „SeuZliaT miwaTmoqmedeba“. amaze win straboni aRniSnavs, 
rom kavkasiis mosaxle xalxebidan „[nawils] upyria maRlobebi, xolo 

1 iqve, gv. 126-127.
2 iqve, gv. 136.
3 nadareiSvili, keravniis mTebi, gv. 257.
4 yauxCiSvili, strabonis geografia, gv. 141.
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[meore nawili] binadrobs xeobebSi da cxovroben upiratesad mxece­
bis xorciT, veluri nayofiTa da rZiT“ (XI, 5, 6).1 aq mTielTa yofis ti­
puri suraTia mocemuli, xolo e¡sadikebis miwaTmoqmedebaze miniS­
neba imis mauwyebeli unda iyos, rom es ukanasknelni kavkasiis mTebis 
Crdilo nawilis mTiswineTSi cxovrobdnen.

friad sainteresoa strabonis monaTxrobi, rom CrdiloeTi­
saken zemodasaxelebul tomebs „mosdeven momTabareebi, romlebic 
meotissa da kaspias Soris arian – nabianebi, panqsanebi da sirakTa 
da aorsTa modgmebi“ (XI, 5, 8).2 nabianebi da panqsanebi naklebadcno­
bili tomebi arian; rac SeexebaT sarmatuli warmomavlobis sirakeb­
sa da aorsebs, isini kaspiisa da azovis zRvebs Soris arsebul stepis 
zols ikavebdnen da momTabare da naxevradmomTabare cxovrebis wess 
misdevdnen.3 gamodis, rom „kavkasiuri“ tomebis gansaxlebis arealis 
CrdiloeTi sazRvari zemoxsenebul stepis xazs gasdevda.

„geografiis“ mixedviT, aziis albaniis mcxovrebni usaTuod 
„kavkasiur“ xalxTa rigs ganekuTvnebian. albanebs, iseve rogorc ibe­
rebs, „gars artyia kavkasioni da aRwevs armenielebamde, uerTdeba 
agreTve mosxebisa da kolxebis mTebs e. w. tibaranebamde“ (XI, 14, 1).4 
albanebi „cxovroben iberebsa da kaspiis zRvas Soris; aRmosavleTiT 
isazRvrebian zRviT, xolo dasavleTiT emezoblebian iberebs. rac 
Seexeba darCenil mxareebs, CrdiloeTisa gamagrebulia kavkasionis 
mTebiT (es mTebi mdebareoben dablobebs zemoT, xolo is nawili, ro­
melic zRvisken aris, iwodeba keravniad), samxreTisaken aris mezob­
lad mdebare armenia“ (XI, 4, 1).5 am SemTxvevaSi Cveni interesis sferoa 
davadginoT albanTa sacxovrisis aRmosavleTi sazRvari, ufro swo­
rad, ganvsazRvroT, kavkasionis mTebidan moyolebuli sad mTavrde­
boda albaniis kuTvnili kaspiis zRvis dasavleT sanapiro.

armeniis aRwerisas straboni ambobs: „mdinare araqsi momdina­
reobs albaniis ganapira [mxareebisaken] da erTvis kaspiis zRvas; amis 
Semdeg sakasene, es emezobleba albanias da mdinare mtkvars“ (XI, 14, 
4).6 Tu gavixsenebT, rom mtkvari miedineba iberiasa da albaniaze (XI, 

1 iqve, gv. 140-141.
2 iqve, gv.142.
3 darCia, sirakebi, gv. 52-53; asaTiani, aorsebi, gv. 112.
4 yauxCiSvili, strabonis geografia, gv. 185-186.
5 iqve, gv. 130.
6 iqve, gv. 187-188.
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1, 5),1 gamodis, geografosis azriT, armeniis kuTvnil sakasenes mxa­
resa (romelic mdinareebs mtkvarsa da araqss Soris mdebareobda2) da 
albanias Soris sazRvari md. mtkvarze gadioda. e. i. unda davaskvnaT, 
rom aziis albaniis aRmosavleTi sazRvari iyo kaspiis zRvis dasavle­
Ti sanapiro zoli kavkasionis mTebidan dawyebuli md. mtkvris Sesar­
Tavamde. bunebrivia, rom igive iyo straboniseuli „kavkasia/kavkaso­
sis“ ukiduresi aRmosavleTi mijnac.

rac Seexeba kavkasiis samxreT sazRvars, berZeni geografosis 
cnobebis Sejerebis Sedegad, is Semdegnairad gamoiyureba. zemoT 
ganxiluli monacemebis Tanaxmad, kavkasionis mTebi gars akravs al­
baniasa da iberias, aRwevs armenielebamde da uerTdeba mosxebisa da 
kolxebis mTebs tibarenebamde (XI, 14, 1). aq konteqsti iseTia, rom 
TiTqos avtorisaTvis mosxebisa da kolxebis mTebi tibarenebamde 
kavkasiis mTebis ganStoebas warmoadgenen. xolo is xalxebi, vinc kav­
kasiis mTebSi binadrobdnen, eWvmiutanlad viciT, rom strabonisaT­
vis „kavkasiurad“ iwodebian. rac SeexebaT tibarenebs, cnobilia, rom 
isini saxlobdnen Savi zRvis samxreT sanapiroze. maT moixsenieben he­
kateos miletoseli, herodotosi, qsenofoni da sxva berZeni avtore­
bi. tibarenebis miwaze iyo elinuri qalaqi kotiora, romelsac dRev. 
TurqeTSi mdebare q. ordusTan aigiveben.3 gamodis, rom strabonis 
„kavkasia/kavkasosis“ samxreTi sazRvari aRmosavleTidan dasavleTi­
saken im warmosaxviT xazs miuyveboda, romelic md. mtkvris SesarTa­
vidan iwyeboda da evqsinis pontosTan mTavrdeboda. is midioda ti­
barenebis sacxovrisamde, gasdevda mosxebisa da kolxebis mTebs da 
kolxidis sanapiro zolze (savaraudod trabzonTan) Sav zRvas eb­
jineboda. aq SeuZlebelia ar gavixsenoT „geografiaSi“ (XI, 1, 5) mo­
cemuli aziis aRwera, romlis mixedviTac aziis CrdiloeTi oTx na­
wilad aris dayofili. amis Sesaxeb zemoT iyo saubari. geografosis 
TqmiT, am oTxidan pirveli „samxreTisaken [SemosazRvrulia xmele­
TiT], romelic aris mtkvris SesarTavidan kolxidamde daaxloebiT 
3000 stadioni zRvidan zRvamde, albanTa da iberTa [qveynebze gadis] 
da ewodeboda yeli“. Cveni azriT, straboniseuli „kavkasia/kavkaso­
sis“ samxreTi sazRvari, emTxveva aziis CrdiloeTis pirveli nawi­
lis samxreT mijnas.

1 iqve, gv. 108.
2 darCia, sakasene, gv. 28.
3 erqomaiSvili, tibarenebi, gv. 94-95.
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vfiqrobT, is, rom „kavkasia/kavkasosi“ strabonisaTvis erT 
mTlian geokulturul sivrces warmoadgens, eWvs ar iwvevs. amas 
TvalnaTliv adasturebs „geografiaSi“ daculi kidev erTi cnoba. 
dioskuriis aRwerisas avtori wers: „[erTTa azriT, qalaqSi] Tavs iy­
ris 70 tomi, xolo meoreni amboben, rom 300-io (eseni arafrad zru­
naven simarTlisaTvis), yvela [tomi] gansxvavebul enaze [laparakobs], 
radgan dafantulobis gamo Seurevlad cxovroben Tavisi siamayisa 
da velurobis mizeziT. umetesoba arian sarmatebi, xolo yvelani kav­
kasielebi arian (XI, 2, 16).1 geografosis es sityvebi sruliad erTmniS­
vnelovnad amtkicebs, rom, strabonis azriT, dioskuriaSi savaWrod 
Tavmoyril samocdaaTi tomis warmomadgenlebidan TiToeuls saku­
Tari ena da sakuTari sacxovrisi teritoria aqvs; isini kavkasielebi 
arian, e. i. im geografiuli arealis mkvidrebi, romelsac cneba „kav­
kasia/kavkasosi“ faravs. rac Seexeba imas, Tu ra teritorias moicavda 
straboniseuli kavkasia, amis Sesaxeb zemoT iyo saubari.

motanil cnobaSi ar unda gagvakvirvos sarmatebis xsenebam. aq 
zustad iseTive SemTxvevasTan gvaqvs saqme, rogorc mag., kavkasiis ibe­
riis aRwerisas. strabonma SesaniSnavad icis iberia da iberebi, Tum­
ca ganasxvavebs barSi da mTaSi mcxovreb iberebs. geografosis TqmiT, 
„dablobze cxovroben iberTagan ufro metad miwaTmoqmedni, eseni 
mSvidobianad arian ganwyobili, armenielTa da midielTa msgavsad imo­
sebian. ufro did nawils, romelic mebrZoli bunebis aris, uWiravs 
mTiani mxare da cxovrobs skviTebisa da sarmatebis yaidaze, romelTa 
mezoblebica da naTesavebic arian“ (XI, 3, 3).2 sruliad aSkaraa, rom bar­
Si da mTaSi mcxovrebi erTi da igive xalxi, am mocemulobiT iberebi, 
erTmaneTisagan gansxvavdebodnen xasiaTiT, CacmulobiT, cxovrebis 
wesiT, meurneobiT da a. S. swored am maxasiaTeblebiT erTni emsgavsebi­
an armenielebsa da midielebs, xolo meoreni – skviTebsa da sarmatebs. 
analogiur viTarebas aqvs adgili kavkasielTa umetesobis sarmatebad 
moxseniebisas. sxvagvarad rom iyos da aq eTnikuri naTesaoba igulis­
xmebodes, maSin straboni sarmatebsac kavkasiel xalxebs miaTvlida. es 
ki „geografiis“ monacemebiT sruliad gamoricxulia.

strabonis „geografiaSi“ kavkasiis Sesaxeb arsebuli masalis 
Seswavlam, vfiqrobT, sruliad ueWvelad aCvena, rom berZeni avtori­

1 yauxCiSvili, strabonis geografia, gv. 122-123.
2 iqve, gv. 128.
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saTvis „kavkasia/kavkasosi“ erTiani geokulturuli sivrcea, romel­
sac kargad gamokveTili sazRvrebi aqvs; aq binadrobs araerTi xalxi, 
romlebic kavkasielebi arian.

sainteresoa, faravda Tu ara cneba „kavkasia/kavkasosi“ strabo­
niseul armenias. „geografiaSi“ naTqvamia, rom „armenia samxreTiT ek­
vris tavrs, romelic gamohyofs mas mTeli im teritoriisagan, rome­
lic evfratsa da tigross Soris mdebareobs da romelsac mesopota­
mias uwodeben... CrdiloeTiT aris kaspiis zRvis zemoT mdebare mTe­
bi, paraxoaTra, albanebi da iberebi: am tomebs gars artyia kavkasioni 
da aRwevs armenielebamde, uerTdeba agreTve mosxebisa da kolxebis 
mTebs e. w. tibarenebamde“ (XI, 14, 1). motanili cnoba ukve iyo ganxilu­
li. aq kidev erTxel gavimeorebT, rom albanebi da iberebi, romleb­
sac gars akravs kavkasiis mTebi, geografosis SexedulebiT, „kavkasi­
uri“ xalxebi arian. swored isini esazRvrebian CrdiloeTidan arme­
nias. albaniasa da armenias Soris sazRvari md. mtkvarze (bunebrivia, 
igulisxmeba md. mtkvris qvemo dineba) gadioda. rac Seexeba iberias, 
misi teritoriebis nawili armenias hqonda mitacebuli. strabonis 
TqmiT, armeniam artaqsias, anu artaSes I-is (Zv. w. 189-161 ww.) dros ibe­
rias CamoaWra „pariadres kalTebi, xorzene da gogarene, romelic 
mtkvris gadaRma (igulisxmeba CrdiloeTiT – v. v.) aris“ (XI, 14, 5).1 ibe­
riis, igive qarTlis samefos zemodasaxelebuli teritoriebi kargad 
aris identificirebuli.2 Tu straboniseuli „kavkasia/kavkasosis“ 
samxreT sazRvars gaviTvaliswinebT, romelic md. mtkvris SesarTa­
vidan trapeZusamde gavlebul warmosaxviT xazs miuyveboda, gogare­
ne, pariadres kalTebi da xorzenec kavkasiaSi unda moviazroT.

analogiurad kavkasiaSi Sedioda kambisenec, romelic, geografo­
sis mixedviT, armeniis „ukiduresi CrdiloeTis“ mxares warmoadgenda 
(XI, 14, 4).3 kambisene/kambeCovanic md. mtkvris CrdiloeTiT mdebareobda.

amdenad, gamodis, rom straboniseuli armeniis zemoxsenebuli 
nawilebi, geografosis TvalsazrisiT, kavkasiis SemadgenlobaSi ga­
nixileba, danarCeni qveyana ki – „kavkasia/kavkasosis“ gareT.

kavkasia garkveuli geografiuli sivrcea plutarqosisTvisac 
(ax. w. I-II ss.). erTgan avtori lukuluss aTqmevinebs: „iqvea kavkasosi 

1 iqve, gv. 189.
2 dawvr. ix.: vaSakiZe, kavkasia uZvelesi droidan ax. w. IV s-mde, gv. 172-173 
(lit. ix. iqve).
3 yauxCiSvili, strabonis geografia, gv. 188.
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mravali mTiTa da xeobiT, romelTac [SeuZliaT] uamravi mefe, brZo­
las Tavs rom aridebs, daicvas da Seifaros“ (lukulusi, XIV).1 plu­
tarqosma icis, rom aq araerTi xalxi binadrobs. mag., pompeusi „iZu­
lebuli iyo miTridatesisken daZruliyo im xalxebis gavliT, kavka­
sosze rom cxovrobdnen. maT Soris yvelaze mravalricxovanni alba­
nebi da iberebi arian. iberebi mosxosis mTebamde da pontosamde arian 
dasaxlebulni, xolo albanebi aRmosavleTiT – kaspiis zRvamde“ (pom­
peusi, XXXIV).2 kavkasosis mcxovrebTagan berZeni avtori agreTve asa­
xelebs amaZonebs da maTsa da albanebs Soris myof gelebsa da legebs.3

uaRresad sayuradReboa, rom plutarqosi Tavis TxzulebaSi 
„aleqsandriuli andazebis Sesaxeb“ (I, 1, 10) kavkasiis mkvidrT erTi 
saerTo saxeliTac moixseniebs. misi TqmiT, „kavkasianebi Svilebis ga­
Cenisas tirian, xolo gardacvalebisas mxiaruloben“.4 e. i. cnobis av­
torisaTvis kavkasiaSi „kavkasianebi“, anu kavkasielebi cxovroben. ga­
vixsenoT strabonis gamoTqma, rom dioskuriaSi savaWrod Tavs iyrian 
70 tomis warmomadgenlebi, romlebic „yvelani kavkasielebi arian“.

„kavkasia/kavkasosi“ uamrav berZen da laTinurenovan avtorTan 
ixsenieba. is aris „samyaros erT-erTi Zalian cnobili mxare“,5 romlis 
erTian sivrced gaazreba, rogorc kvlevam aCvena, pirvelad strabo­
nis „geografiaSi“ dasturdeba. vfiqrobT, SeiZleba davaskvnaT, rom 
swored strabonia is avtori, romelmac Tavisi droisTvis cneba „kav­
kasia/kavkasosi“ erT geokulturul areals daukavSira da misi saz­
Rvrebic moxaza.

1 plutarqosi, paraleluri biografiebi, gv. 314.
2 iqve, gv. 318.
3 iqve, gv. 319.
4 plutarqosi, aleqsandriuli andazebis Sesaxeb, gv. 325.
5 gaius plinius sekundusi (ufrosi), bunebis istoria, gv. 587.
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Summary

The term “Caucasus” (or “Caucasos”) as a geopolitical concept in its modern sense 
began to take shape in the 19th century, although the name itself appears in ancient 
sources. Since the relations between the Greco-Roman world and the Caucasus occurred 
in several stages and the knowledge of ancient authors about the region gradually 
deepened over time, the content of the term itself also changed. For example, if in 
the works of Hecataeus of Miletus and Aeschylus, “Caucasus” referred to a specific 
mountain or ridge, by the time of Herodotus, however, the term described a mountain 
system, “the most extensive and the highest”, with branches covering a broad area 
inhabited by several tribes. Later, the campaign of Alexander the Great in Asia, the 
expansion of the Roman Empire to the east, the wars of Mithridates VI Eupator, or the 
Roman-Parthian conflict, further contributed to the collection of diverse information 
about the Caucasus and the peoples inhabiting it in Greek and Latin writings.

This work aims to determine when the term “Caucasus” came to represent a specific 
geocultural space and, to the extent possible, to define its geographical boundaries. A 
study of Greek and Latin texts reveals that Strabo was the first among ancient authors to 
recognize “Caucasus” (or “Caucasos”) as a unified geocultural region. According to his 
“Geography”, Strabo defined the north-western and western border of the Caucasus as 
stretching along the Black Sea coast from Gorgippia (modern-day Anapa) to Trapezus 
(modern-day Trabzon). The eastern border extended along the Caspian Sea coast from 
the easternmost part of the Caucasus Range to the confluence of the Mtkvari River. 
To the north, the Caucasus was bounded by a strip of steppe stretching between the 
Caspian and Black Seas. The southern border followed an imaginary line from the 
mouth of the Mtkvari River to the Black Sea, proceeded along the mountains of Moskhs 
and Colchs to the residence of the Tibarenians, and abutted the Black Sea along the 
coast of Colchis, likely near Trabzon. The same author clearly notes that many ethnic 
groups (specifically seventy according to his “Geography”) inhabited the Caucasus, 
encompassing “all Caucasians”. For Strabo, the “Caucasus” (or “Caucasos”) was a 
unified geocultural space with clearly defined boundaries, inhabited by a diverse array 
of Caucasian peoples.


