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istoria – HISTORY

giorgi gagoSiZe

siaxleebi qarTul epigrafikaSi

saqarTvelos erovnuli muzeumis, simon janaSias saxelobis saqar­
Tvelos muzeumis qvis fondSi daculia qarTuli epigrafikis nimu­
Sebis mdidari koleqcia.1 warweraTa nawili kargadaa cnobili samec­
niero literaturaSi da saqarTvelos da kavkasiis istoriis Zvirfas 
wyaros warmoadgens, Tumca zogierTi maTganis koreqtirebuli gax­
sna-wakiTxva da iq moxseniebul pirTa axleburi identifikacia vfiq­
rob daainteresebs specialistebs. statiaSi qveyndeba muzeumis qvis 
fondSi daculi oTxi met-naklebad cnobili warwera, romlebsac 
qronologiuri TanamimdevrobiT ganvixilav.

1. ssm-732, stelis baza damblutis xevidan (VI-VII ss-is mijna).
stelis kuburi formis baza (75X75X67 sm.), romelsac zeda mxares 

amokveTili aqvs stelis Casamagrebeli bude (il. 1), aRmoCnda, 1968 
wels dmanisis municipalitetSi, md. damblutis xeobaSi arsebuli na­
soflaris arqeologiuri gaTxrebis dros (xelmZRvaneli: v. jafari­
Ze).2 baza idga mcire darbazuli eklesiis sakurTxevlis ardabagis pi­
ras, aRsavlis samxreTiT. bazis mTavar, dasavleT waxnagze gamokveTi­
lia tolmklava jvari, pativis aRmniSvneli sasanuri bafTebiT, bazis 
CrdiloeT waxnagze gamokveTilia sicocxlis xe, romlis orsav mxa­
res gamosaxulia wyvili verZi. kompoziciis zeviT amokveTilia sam­
striqoniani asomTavruli warwera (il. 2) (warweris farTobi: 42X8 sm.; 
udidesi grafema – 2,9 sm.; umciresi grafema – 1,8 sm.; gankveTilobisa 

1 statiaSi warmodgenili kvleva ganxorcielda ssip SoTa rusTavelis saqar­
Tvelos erovnuli samecniero fondis dafinansebuli sagranto proeqtis 
„qarTuli epigrafikis nimuSebi saqarTvelos erovnuli muzeumis fondebi­
dan“ (#FR-21-5320) farglebSi.
2 jafariZe, qarTuli xelovnebisa da damwerlobis axlad aRmoCenili uZve­
lesi Zeglebi qvemo qarTlidan, gv. 55; jafariZe, arTilayva, gaTxrebi dma­
nissa da mis midamoebSi, gv. 68, 69; jafariZe, adreuli Sua saukuneebis arqeo­
logiuri Zeglebi qvemo qarTlidan, gv. 71-81.
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da qaragmis niSnebi ar axlavs), warwera Zlieraa dazianebuli, grafe­
maTa nawili warxocilia, warwera Seswavlili aqvs n. SoSiaSvils, naS­
romSi gamoqveynebulia warweris asli. n. SoSiaSvili warweras VII s-iT 
aTariRebs. warweris n. SoSiaSviliseuli mxedruli transliteracia 
aseTia:

[i(es)u q(rist)e], s(u)ln[i] d[a] x(or)cni [Se]ǀ[iwy]alne am[a]Tni, 
r(ome)lTaǀ [a(Rxu)m(a)]rTes ese juari amÀ[n]1

damblutis es warwera aseve daibeWda krebulSi, romelic dmani­
sis raionis qarTul epigrafikul Zeglebs exeba, am naSromSi avtore­
bi iziareben n. SoSiaSviliseul wakiTxvas, daTariRebas da warweris 
missave asls aqveyneben.2

damblutis xeobis nasoflaris warwera Zlieraa dazianebuli, 
daRupulia samive striqonis dasawyisis monakveTebi, amomtvreulia 
pirveli da meore striqonis Sua nawili. sityvebi erTmaneTisgan ar 
aris dacilebuli, paleografiuli niSnebiT SesaZlebelia warwera VI 
saukunis meore naxevriT an VII saukunis pirveli naxevriT daTariR­
des. am Zeglze muSaobisa da aslis gadmoRebis Semdgom warweris Sina­
arsi ramdenadme gansxvavebuli saxiT warmoCinda (il. 3)

...asan.d. Âxt da S

...ilni a..Tni rlTa

...rTes ese joÂari am...

[iesu qriste, Seiwyalen viRaca d]a san(i?)duxt da Sǀ[v]ilni a[ma]
Tni r(ome)lTa ǀ [aRma]rTes ese juari am[en]
pirveli striqonis SemorCenili meore grafema `s~-„s“-s da Sem­

degi asoniSnis `d~- „d“-s Soris moCans mkrTali nakawri, pirobiTad aq 
„i“ grafemas aRvadgen. saxeli sanduxt, san(i?)duxt qarTuli onomas­
tikonisTvis ucnobia, sanduxti somxeTSi popularuli saxeli iyo, 
wm. sanduxt dedofali, pirveli somexi mowame qali, somxeTis mefe 
sanatrukis asuli da wm. Tadeoz mociqulis mowafea.3 VI-VII ss-is mij­
na, rodesac savaraudod damblutis baza Seiqmna, periodia rodesac 
qarTul-somxuri saeklesio ganxeTqileba damasrulebel fazaSia; 
aRsaniSnavia, rom sanduxti qalkedonituri eklesiis wnidanad ar 
iTvleba. xom ar aris es iribi dasturi imisa, rom stelis baza qar­

1 SoSiaSvili, lapidaruli warwerebi, gv. 94, 95.
2 oTxmezuri (da sxva), dmanisis raionis qarTuli epigrafikuli Zeglebi 
V-XVIII ss., gv. 81, 82.
3 movses xorenaci, somxeTis istoria, gv. 130.
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Tul-somxur saeklesio ganxeTqilebamdea (VII s-is damdegi) Seqmnili? 
vfiqrob, am xanebSi, SesaZlebelia qarTveli didebuli qalisTvis da­
erqvaT somexi wmindanis saxeli; ar aris gamoricxuli vifiqroT, rom 
bazis warweraSi moxseniebuli warmoSobiT somexi sanduxti qarTvel 
didebulze iyo gaTxovili. warweris TavSi, rom ueWvelad sanduxtis 
meuRlis saxeli iqneboda amokveTili, amas migvaniSnebs mravlobiTis 
aRmniSvneli sityva – `amaTni“.

2. ssm-292, eklesiis wyobis, naTali qva, cxrastriqoniani warwe­
riT, warmoSoba ucnobia (1163 w.)

sworkuTxa formis qvis filaze (96X52X14 sm.). amokveTilia 
cxrastriqoniani asomTavruli warwera (il. 4, 5) (warweris farTo­
bi – 90.5X47,8 sm., udidesi asoniSani – 8,2 sm., umciresi asoniSani – 2,4 
sm.; qaragmis niSani bolowertilovani ganivi gadrekili xazi; gankve­
Tilobis niSani – sami wertili), asoniSnebi wagrZelebulia, stili­
zebulia, warweras axasiaTebs grafemaTa SewiaReba, bunSezrdiloba, 
mcire aRzevebuli asoebi; dabali kveTis gamo grafemaTa konturebi 
ganleulia da Znelad ikiTxeba. es warwera didi warweris bolo nawi­
lia, SemorCenilia mxolod qtitoris Txovna-survili, rom taZris 
momavalma patronma misi saflavi ar moSalos. savaraudod warwera 
didi eklesiis erT-erTi ekvderis kedelze unda yofiliyo amokveTi­
li. warwera gamoqveynebulia saqarTvelos saxelmwifo muzeumis ka­
talogSi.1 a. baqraZis da s. bolqvaZis publikaciis mixedviT warwera 
ase ikiTxeba: 

„[...Rmr]TisaT[a], vinc[a] warikiTx[oT], gved[reb], Sendobas[a] 
brZanebdeT, gvedreb Semdgo[mad] Cemsa [say]darsa ami[s] [m]pyro[b]
el[Ta], [ra]Ta [a]ra SearyioT samarxo d[a...] Cemi ukunisamde, qro­
nikonsa tpg sad[...]~
Cemi wakiTxuli, ramdenadme sxvaobs zemoT motanili teqstis­

gan, rac warweris asliTac dasturdeba
...TinaTin: vinc: wrikiTxebdT

Sndobas: brZnebdT give

reb: Semdgomad

.msa: sydrisa: am

pyrobelT: raTa:

ra: SearyioT: s

1 baqraZe, bolqvaZe, saqarTvelos saxelmwifo muzeumis qarTuli epigrafi­
kuli Zeglebis katalogi, gv. 40.
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amarxo: da ...

Cemi: ok~e: qk~ sa:

tp~g: a~kdn

[qriste Seiwyale] TinaTin: vinc: w(a)rikiTxebd(e)T | S(e)ndo­
bas: brZ(a)nebd(e)T give|dreb: Semdgomad | [C]emsa: s(a)ydrisa: 
am|pyrobelT: raTa: | [a]ra: SearyioT: s|amarxo: da...| Cemi: u(ku­
nisamd)e q(oroni)k(on)sa: | tpg: (1163 w.) ak(urTxev)d(e)n (?)...
warwera iwyeba saxeliT – TinaTin,1 sxva qvaTlilze, uSualod 

saxelis win savaraudod ewera „qriste Seiwyale“. rogorc Cans, es 
warwera vinme – TinaTinis, sicocxleSive iqna amokveTili, am qals si­
cocxleSi uzrunia Tavisi samarxis gamarTvaze da misi gardacvale­
bis Semdgom saydris momaval patrons SesTxovs Tavisi samares xel­
Seuxeblobas. savaraudod TinaTini am saydris patroni iyo, e. i. ma­
Rali rangis saero piri, albaT qvrivi da uSvilo, radganac warweris 
SemorCenil nawilze, arsad ixsenieba arc qmris da arc Svilis saxeli. 
warweras zusti TariRi aqvs – 1163 weli, es mefe giorgi III-is (1156-
1184 ww.) zeobis xanaa da jerjerobiT saxeli – TinaTinis uZvelesi da­
dasturebaa. XIII saukuniT TariRdeba lisis cxrakaras (qarelis muni­
cipaliteti, md. oJoras xeoba) eklesiis samxreTi karis timpanis war­
wera, romelSic ixseniebian siaoSi, faldoni, TinaTini.2 udaoa, SoTa 
rusTavelis `vefxistyaosnis~ mTavari personaJis, arabeTis mefis 
rostevanis qaliSvilis saxeli – TinaTini, poemis daweris droisTvis 
(XII s-is meore naxevari) saqarTveloSi sakmaod popularuli iyo.

3. ssm – 680, 681; vanis qvabebi, warwera karis timpanis qvaze (XIII 
s-is bolo mexuTedi).

timpanis centrSi gamosaxuli iyo wagrZelebuli jvari, romlis 
mxolod qveda mklaviRaa SemorCenili (il. 6). jvris orsav mxares ge­
ometriuli ornamentuli motivebiT Semkuli ori medalionia. tim­
panis qveda mxare – fuZe ukavia gadajaWvuli wreebisa da rombebis 
ornaments, es moCuqurTmebuli zoli karis Riobis moCarCoebis zeda 
nawili iyo. asomTavruli warwera amokveTilia jvris mklavebs Soris, 
warweris dasawyisi – dakargulia. es timpani vanis qvabis monastris 
(aspinZis municipaliteti, istoriuli provincia – javaxeTi), gumba­

1 sulxan-sabas ganmartebiT – „TinaTini – sarkiTa Tu misTanaTa raTame mzis 
Suqi kedelze cialebdes“ (sulxan-saba orbeliani, sityvis kona, gv. 242).
2 Меписашвили, Цинцадзе, Архитектура нагорной части исторической провинции 
Грузии-Шида Картли, gv. 126, 127.
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Tiani, mTavari taZris CrdiloeTiT mdebare darbazuli eklesiis da­
savleT kars edga.1

eklesia da warweriani timpani 1954 wels arqeologiuri gaTxre­
bis Sedegad aRmoCnda, masze pirveli informacia gamoqveynda gazeTSi 
– „socialisturi sofeli“ (26. VIII. 1954),2 1965-66 ww-Si xelaxla gaiw­
minda vanis qvabis aRniSnuli nageboba, da sabolood dadginda, rom 
warweriani timpani mcire eklesiis kuTvnili iyo.3 eklesiis timpanis 
pirvelive publikaciisas g. gafrindaSvilma gamoaqveyna warweris na­
wilis teqsti, aq mogvaqvs warweris mxedruli transliteracia:

„meox da mfarvel
meqmen mosavsa
Sensa erisTavTerisTavsa
Tmoguelsa: smCms“
g. gafrindaSvili warweras aTariRebs XIII saukunis bolo wlebiT 

– 1283 wlamde. 1283 wels didi miwisZvra iyo, romelmac daangria va­
nis qvabis monasteri da eklesia amis Semdgom ver aSendebodao, askvnis 
mkvlevari; r. kiknaZis varaudiT samcxis es gamanadgurebeli miwisZvra 
1275 wels moxda.4 aRsaniSnvia, rom didi ngrevis miuxedavad monasters 
cxovreba gaugrZelebia – XIV-XV ss-iT TariRdeba mcire gumbaTiani ek­
lesia,5 romelic monastris zeda iarusze, kldis exSia agebuli.

warwera xuTstriqoniania (il. 7) warweris farTobia – 65X52,5 
sm., daRupulia warweris dasawyisi, grafemebi SewiaRebul-gadabmu­
lia, bunSezrdilia (udidesi grafema – 8,5 sm.; umciresi grafema – 2,5 
sm.), qaragma bolowertilovani ganivi, an iribi xazia, gankveTilobis 
niSani sami wertilia, teqsts asrulebs isris wveris msgavsi niSani. 
warweris pirveli striqonis bolo nawilis grafemebi isea erTmaneT­
Si Canaskvul, CaxlarTuli da amave dros dazianebuli, rom sruli 
ueWvelobiT ver vkiTxulob, savaraudod mimarTvaa RmrTismSobli­
sadmi; warweris Semdgomi teqstis Cemeuli wakiTxva emTxveva g. gaf­
rindaSvilis amokiTxul variants:

1 Гаприндашвили, Пустынь, как монастырский ансамбль, gv. 45, 46.
2 gafrindaSvili, axali aRmoCena vanis qvabebSi.
3 gafrindaSvili, arqiteqturul-arqeologiuri Ziebani vanis qvabSi 1967 da 
1968 ww., gv. 109.
4 kiknaZe, XIII saukunis meore naxevris saqarTvelos istoriis qronologii­
dan, gv. 147; samcxis miwisZvris amave TariRs iziarebs d. kldiaSvilic (kldi­
aSvili, miwisZvrebi Zvel saqarTveloSi, gv. 131-142). 
5 Гаприндашвили, Пустынь, как монастырский ансамбль, gv. 47.
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….RTs mSblo (?)

meox d mfrvl

mqemn ms~vsa

Se~na e~e

Tmoglsa: smCms >
[yovladwmindao] R(mrTi)s mS(o)b(e)lo (?)| meox d[a] mf(a)rv(e)l 
| m(e)qem(e)n m(o)s(a)vsa| Sen(s)a e(risTavT)e(risTavsa) | Tmog(ve)
lsa smCms
warweraSi ixsenieba savaraudod RmrTismSoblis mcire eklesiis 

qtitori, Tmogvis erisTavTerisTavi „smCm“. Tmogveli erisTavTeris­
Tavi „smCm“ werilobiTi wyaroebiT ucnobia. g. gafrindaSvili daqa­
ragmebul saxels „smCm“-s pirobiTad xsnis rogorc – „s(a)m(u)C(a)m“,1 
amgvari saxeli arc TmogvelTa sagvareuloSi da arc qarTul onomas­
tikonSi ar iZebneba. rogorc Cans am gaurkvevlobis gamo smCm-is war­
wera ver moxvda javaxeTis epigrafikul korpusSi.2 aSkaraa, rom eris­
TavTerisTavi smCm TmogvelTa feodaluri saxlis wevria. Tmogvele­
bi mxargrZelTa meore Stos – varam zaqarias Zis STamomavlebi arian. 
pirveli Tmogveli, sargis varamis Zea; Tamar mefis dros – „Seiwyales 
sargis varamis Ze, daloces da uboZes Tmogvi“.3 Semdgom, istoriaSi 
Cans sargisis Ze Tayaidini, mxargrZeli, sargis II.4 Tmogvis cixis pat­
ronebs – Tmogvelebs vanis qvabis monasteri XIII saukunis dasawyisidan 
gadaecaT da, rogrc Cans, am monasters da cixe-qalaqsac XIII saukunis 
bolomde an, SesaZlebelia, XIV saukunis pirvel wlebamde flobdnen. 
XIV saukunis naxevridan Tmogvelebi javaxeTidan qarTlSi gadasax­
ldnen.5 erisTavTerisTavi smCm, savaraudod, sargis II-is momdevno 
Tmogveli unda iyos da albaT XIII saukunis meore naxevaris bolosa da 
XIV saukunis dasawyisSi cxovrobda. eklesiis timpani, romelzec smCm-
is warweraa, dekoris – (medalionebSi CarTuli geometriuli orna­
mentebi, karis sapires morTuloba) kveTis „mSrali“ maneriT XIII sau­

1 Гаприндашвили, Пустынь, как монастырский ансамбль, gv. 45.
2 silogava, axalaZe, beriZe, sulava, yavreliSvili, javaxeTis epigrafikuli 
korpusi.
3 q. cx., II, gv. 55.
4 berZeniSvili, zemo qarTli – Tori, javaxeTi, gv. 104; S. mesxias garkveuli eW­
viT miaCnda, rom Tayaidinis meore saxeli mxargrZeli iyo (mesxia, saSinao po­
litikuri viTareba da samoxeleo wyoba XII saukunis saqarTveloSi, gv. 242, 318).
5 kakabaZe, TmogvelTa gvaris istoriisaTvis, gv.11; berZeniSvili, zemo qarT­
li – Tori, javaxeTi, gv. 107.
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kunis miwurulze migvaniSnebs da Zlier hgavs safaris monastris, wm. 
sabas taZris CrdiloeTi karis timpanis gaformebas, romelic amave 
xanisaa (XIII s-is 80-iani ww.).1 Cveni timpanis warweris grafemaTa pale­
ografiuli niSnebic swored XIII saukunis miwurulisaa. smCm-is ekle­
siis timpanis dekoris, vanis qvabebis wm. giorgis eklesiis dasavleTi 
karibWis da samreklos CuqurTmebTan Sedarebisas, g. gafrindaSvili 
SeniSnavs gansxvavebul stilsa da ostatobas da askvnis, rom darba­
zuli eklesia agebulia wm. giorgis eklesiis karibWisa da samreklos 
Semdgom, magram araugvianes 1283 wlisa.2 saTanadod unda vifiqroT, 
rom Tmogvel erisTavTerisTav smCm-sac am xanebSi unda ecxovra. g. 
gafrindaSvili erisTavTerisTavi smCm-is agebul eklesias gulis­
xmobs, rodesac saubrobs wm. giorgis gumbaTiani taZris gverdiT ar­
sebuli XIII saukunis eklesiis nangrevebSi moyolili adamianebis Se­
saxeb, romelTa damaxinjebuli gvamebi gamovlinda arqeologiuri 
gaTxrebis Sedegad.3 vanis qvabebis msgavsi viTareba dasturdeba ci­
xe-qalaq TmogvSic, romelic am monastris siaxloves md. mtkvris mar­
cxena napiras miuval kldezea aRmarTuli. TmogvSic, rogorc Cans, 
miwisZvras Zlieri ngreva gamouwvevia; cixe-qalaqSi sicocxle male­
ve aRdga, mis samxreT-aRmosavleT damrec ferdze, Sua nawilSi, 1303 
wels aSenda wm. marines gumbaTiani eklesia, romlis aRmosavleTi na­
wili mcire gamoqvabul kriptaze dgas (sur. 8).4 eklesia, citadelis­
ken samxreTidan aRmavali erT-erTi gzis pirasaa agebuli,5 igi Zlier 
dazianebulia, SemorCenilia gumbaTis fragmenti, TaR-kamarebi Can­
greulia. 1988 wels warmoebuli gawmendiTi samuSaos dros, eklesiis 
dasavleT nawilSi, qvis grovaSi aRmoCnda mozrdili arqitravi (zome­
bi: 85X66 sm.), romelic eklesiis dasavleTi karis Riobs faravda. ar­
qitravze vrceli asomTavruli warweraa amokveTili, SemorCenilia 
Tormeti striqoni (il. 9, 10).6 (warweris farTobia: 77,5X58,5 sm., didi 

1 beriZe, samcxis xuroTmoZRvreba, gv. 55, 56, tab. 8.
2 Гаприндашвили, Пустынь, как монастырский ансамбль, gv. 47.
3 gafrindaSvili, vanis qvabis ganZi, gv. 7.
4 gafrindaSvili, vanis qvabis, Tmogvis eklesiisa da SoreTis monastris, gv. 
315-317; gagoSiZe, Tmogvis cixis wm. marines gumbaTiani eklesia, gv. 610-615.
5 Мелитаури, Крепости дофеодальной и раннефеодальной Грузии, gv. 54, il. 82, 83.
6 warwera inaxeba saqarTvelos erovnuli muzeumis, s. janaSias saxelobis sa­
qarTvelos muzeumis qvis fondSi (warwera gamoqveynebulia: gafrindaSvili, 
Tmogvis gumbaTiani eklesiis 1303 wlis samSeneblo warwera, gv. 25-28; silo­
gava [da sxva], javaxeTis epigrafikuli korpusi, gv. 61, 62.) 
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grafema: 4,5 sm., mcire grafema: 1,8 sm., qaragmis niSani mokle horizon­
taluri xazi; gankveTilobis niSani – ori wertilia)

...liTa...

a dab~deblT~gn mio...

ensa miocTomlob~sa da Zl~sa Sm...

saxe miocTomlad Secodboli dabad

bli Sni saminam romlisaT~is ara vina a

rs Ãelis ampyr~beli Toinier S~n R~Teb~isg~n

kide w~o marina mdlsa m~s sR~Tsa rl~isaTosa sx

lni ds~Txien s~xelsa S~nsa z~a aRmÁSenebia ese

mcire eklesiai m~nsa: S~nsa samn~ms meox me

av orsave Sina cxorebasa aReSen

eklesiai qk~nsa f~k~g~ Ãelmwi...

nisa mefobasa daviTissa...

[saxe]liTa [RmrTisaTa]....| a dab(a)deb(u)lT(a)g(a)n miu[cTome­
lo]| [S]ensa miucTomlob(a)sa da Z(a)l(a)sa Sm...| saxe miucTom­
lad Secodebuli dabad[e]|b(u)li S(e)ni saminam romlisaT(u)is 
ara vina a|rs £elisampyr(o)beli Tuinier S(e)n R(v)T(a)ebis(a)g(a)n 
| kide w(minda)o marina m(a)dl(i)sa m(i)s s(a)R(v)T(o)sa r(om)lisa­
Tu(i)sa s(is)x|lni d(a)sTxien s(a)xelsa S(e)nsa z(ed)a aRm¡Senebia 
ese | mcire eklesiai m(o)nasa S(e)nsa samin(a)ms meox me[y]|av orsa­
ve Sina cxorebasa aReSen[a ese wminda¡] | eklesiai q(oroni)k(o)nsa 
fkg (523 ) £elmwi[fobasa yaza]|nisa ... mefobasa daviTissa...
teqstSi ixsenieba vinme saminam, romelmac aRaSena wm. marines ek­

lesia 1303 wels, yazanis xelmwifobis, igulisxmeba iranis ilxanTa 
dinastiis mbrZanebeli yazan yaeni (1295-1304 ww.) da mefe daviTis – da­
viT VIII-es (1293-1311 ww.) dros. saidumloebiTaa moculi eklesiis qti­
toris saminamis pirovneba. igi Tavs wm. marines monad acxadebs. ueWve­
lia, rom igi cixe-qalaq Tmogvis mflobelia, romelic citadelisken 
mimavali gzis piras agebs gumbaTian eklesias. Tmogvis wm. marine qvemo 
javaxeTSi, XIV saukunis erTaderTi gumbaTiani eklesiaa. vfiqrob, sa­
minami mxargrZelTa Stos ukanaskneli TmogvelTagania. sainteresoa 
vanis qvabebis warweraSi damowmebuli smCm-s da saminamis dakavSireba. 
pirvel SemTxvevaSi saxeli daqaragmebulia da gaurkvevelia misi JRe­
radoba, meore SemTxvevaSi saxeli mTlianadaa gadmocemuli – saminam, 
am saxels ase daaqaragmebdnen – smnm. qarTul epigrafikaSi fiqsire­
bulia SemTxvevebi, rodesac msgavsi moxazulobis sxvadasxva grafe­
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mas SecdomiT weren, andac mkveTrad ar aris xolme gamovlenili ama 
Tu im asoniSnis maxasiaTebeli nakvTebi, rac asoniSanTa aRrevas iw­
vevs; zogjer gvxvdeba asomTavruli an ufro nusxuri – `n~-s da `C~-s 
erTmaneTis msgavsad gamosaxva, magaliTad patara onis warwerSi (XI s.) 
grafema „n“ marjvniv warziduli zeda horizontalis gareSea amokve­
Tili rac mas „C“ grafemas amsgavsebs, analogiuri viTarebaa simone­
Tis ixnas warweraSic (XI s.).1 aRsaniSnavia, rom saxeli saminamis msgavsi 
JReradobis saxelebi dasturdeba qarTvelur sakuTar saxelTa sia­
Si – samna, samna¡,2 samnia,3 samini, saminai;4 smCm-is (samuCami, samiCami) 
msgavsi saxeli ki qarTul sinmadvileSi CemTvis ucnobia.

vanis qvabis „smCm“-is da Tmogvis „saminami“-s savaraudo igiveo­
bis Sesaxeb Semdegi argumentebia:

a. orive warwera daaxloebiT erT drosaa amokveTili (XIII s-is 
miwuruli, XIV s-is dasawyisi); 

b. orive warwera erTmaneTis axlos mdebare Zeglebzea;
g. orive warwera cixe Tmogvis mepatrones ekuTvnis; 
pirvel SemTxvevaSi ixsenieba erisTavTerisTavi Tmogveli, me­

oreSi, marTalia, saminamis tituli ar Cans, magram Zneli warmosad­
genia cixe-qalaq Tmogvis teritoriaze, citadelis siaxloves, Tmog­
vis patronis garda sxvas aego gumbaTiani eklesia. vfiqrob, saminami 
mxargrZelTa feodaluri saxlis erT-erTi bolo Tmogvelia, igi ek­
lesiis warweraSi aRniSnavs, rom wm. marines garda misi Semwe („£eli­
sampyrobeli“) aravinaa,5 es pasaJi garkveulad gvaxsenebs TmogvelTa 
SeWirvebul mdgomareobas XIV saukunis dasawyisSi, rodesac maT iZu­
lebiT mouxdaT Tavisi samflobelos mitoveba da qarTlSi gadasax­
leba. 1350 wlis warweriT, vigebT, rom Tmogvs axali mepatrone hyavs 
– mefe daviT IX-is (1346-1360 ww.) varZieli sawolis mwignobari murvan 
kiTxa¡s ( an k¢Txas) Ze, Tmogvis erT-erTi zRudis maSenebeli.6

1 silogava, dasavleT saqarTvelos warwerebi, gv. 105,115.
2 Rlonti, qarTveluri sakuTari saxelebi, gv. 184.
3 surgulaZe, abaSiZe, qarTuli istoriuli sabuTebi, gv. 109.
4 Wanturia, megruli saxelebi da gvarebi, gv. 59.
5 £elisaRpyroba – Sewevna, daxmareba (abulaZe, Zveli qarTuli enis leqsiko­
ni, gv. 567).
6 berZeniSvili, zemo qarTli - Tori, javaxeTi, gv. 121, 122; silogava (da sxva), 
javaxeTis epigrafikuli korpusi, gv. 62. 
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Giorgi Gagoshidze

New Findings in Georgian Epigraphy

Summary

Examples of Georgian epigraphy preserved at the Simon Janashia State Museum 
of Georgia have been investigated in the frame of the project ‘Samples of Georgian 
Epigraphy from the Depositories of the Georgian National Museum’ (#FR-21-5320) 
funded by LEPL Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation of Georgia. The article 
looks at four more or less known inscriptions kept in the museum and I think the scholarly 
community will find my interpretation of reading of the inscriptions interesting. The 
inscriptions are discussed in chronological order. 

1. GSM-732, base of a stela (75x75x67 cm), Damblutis Khevi (turn of the 6th-7th cc).
In 1968, a stone base of a stela was discovered in the interior of an early medieval 

church excavated in the village-site located at Damblutis Khevi, Dmanisi Municipality 
(archaeologist V. Japaridze). On the top it has a hole for accommodating a stela, and 
its side – northern facet features a badly damaged three-line asomtavruli inscription. 
The inscription was studied by historian N. Shoshiashvili. According to his reading, 
the text of the inscription says about having mercy on those who erected the cross. 
The beginning of the first line of the inscription is damaged; the second line provides 
a female name ‘Sandukht’, and the inscription reads as follows: [Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on someone] and Sandukht and their children who erected this cross, amen’. 
The name ‘Sandukht’ is unknown to Georgian onomasticon, while it was popular in 
Armenia. St. Queen Sandukht, the first Armenian female martyr, was the daughter of 
King Sanatruk of Armenia and a disciple of St. Thaddeus the Apostle (see: Movses 
Khorenatsi, ‘History of Armenia’). St. Sandukht is not recognized as a saint of the 
Chalcedonic church. The turn of the 6th-7th centuries, which is a presumable date of 
making the base of Dambluti, is the time when the schism between Georgian and 
Armenian churches was in its final phase. In my opinion, around this period it was 
still possible to give a Georgian noble woman the name of an Armenian saint, or it can 
be presumed that the inscription on the base mentions ethnically Armenian Sandukht 
married to a Georgian nobleman.

2. GSM-292, a hewn stone of the church masonry (96x52x14 cm) with a nine-
line inscription; origin unknown (1163).

The beginning of the accurately dated asomtavruli inscription is lost. The first 
surviving word is a female name ‘Tinatin’, which is clearly visible in the copy made by 
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me. The following part of the inscription is read in the same way as it is in the catalog 
published in 1953 by A. Bakradze and S. Bolkvadze. In the inscription the donor 
implores the future owner of the church not to disturb his grave. Presumably, Tinatin 
was the owner of the church, i.e., a high-ranking secular figure, probably widowed 
and childless, as there is no mention of a husband or a child in the extant part of the 
inscription. The inscription is accompanied by an accurate date – the year 1163, which 
is the period of the reign of King Giorgi III (1156-1185) and as yet the earliest evidence 
of the name ‘Tinatin’. The inscription on the tympanum of the door of Lisi Tskhrakara 
(Kareli Municipality, The Ozhora Gorge, presently an occupied territory), dating to 
the 13th century, mentions a Tinatin along with other names. There is no doubt that 
‘Tinatin’, the name of the daughter of King Rostevan of Arabia and the main character 
of Rustaveli’s ‘The Knight in the Panther’s Skin’, was pretty popular at the time the 
poem was written (second half of the 12th century).

3. GSM – 680, 681; Vanis Kvabebi, inscription on the tympanum of the door.
The inscription was discovered as a result of the archaeological excavations 

carried out at Vanis Kvabebi in 1954. It was first published by art historian G. 
Gaprindashvili. The inscription mentions the grand duke of Tmogvi, whose cryptic 
name is Smchm. The inscription dates to the final years of the thirteenth century – 
prior to 1283. The huge earthquake which occurred in 1283 destroyed the monastery of 
Vanis Kvabebi, which means that the church could not have been built following this 
calamity. From the beginning of the 13th century, successors of Varam, son of Zakaria, 
the second branch of the Mkhargrdzelis owned the city-fortress of Tmogvi, situated 
near Vanis Kvabebi and the monastery was also under their ownership. They probably 
possessed Tmogvi Fortress and the monastery till the end of the 13th, or the beginning 
of the 14th century, while from the second half of the century rulers of Tmogvi left 
Javakheti to settle down in Kartli.

Ruins of a domed church were excavated on the territory of Tmogvi Fortress in 
1988, which yielded a twelve-line inscription (the inscription is kept at Simon Janashia 
State Museum of Georgia). The inscription says that the church is dedicated to St. 
Marine and was built in 1303 by a Saminam. Sources provide no information about 
a historical person of this name, but he was definitely an owner of Tmogvi Fortress. 
In my opinion, the ‘Smchm’, documented in the inscription of Vanis Kvabebi and 
the ‘Saminam’ of the church of St. Marine are the same person. Georgian epigraphic 
monuments reveal cases when asomtavruli and nuskhuri graphemes ‘n’ and ‘ch’ are 
mistakenly written due to their similar outline. I consider that there should be ‘Smnm’ 
instead of ‘Smchm’ in the inscription of Vanis Kvabebi. Apparently, Saminam is one of 
the last rulers of the feudal house of Mkhargrdzelis who owned Tmogvi Fortress.
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ilustraciebi:

1. damblutis xevi, stelis baza.
2. damblutis xevi, stelis baza, warwera.
3. damblutis xevi, stelis baza, warweris monaxazi.
4. TinaTinis warwera.
5. TinaTinis warweris monaxazi.
6. vanis qvabebi, eklesiis karis timpani warweriT.
7. vanis qvabebi, warweris monaxazi.
8. Tmogvi, wm. marines eklesia, xedi Crdilo-dasavleTidan.
9. Tmogvi, wm. marines eklesia, karis arqitravis warwera.
10. Tmogvi, wm. marines eklesia, karis arqitravis warweris monaxazi.

Illustrations:

1. Damblutis Khevi, base of the stela.
2. Damblutis Khevi, base of the stela; inscription.
3. Damblutis Khevi, the base of the stela; outline of the inscription.
4. Inscription with Tinatin.
5. Outline of the inscription of Tinatin.
6. Vanis Kvabebi, tympanum of the church door with the inscription.
7. Vanis Kvabebi, an outline of the inscription.
8. Tmogvi, St. Marine Church, view from north-west.
9. Tmogvi, St. Marine Church, inscription of the door architrave.
10. Tmogvi, St. Marine Church, an outline of the door architrave.
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warweraTa aslebi g. gagoSiZis mieraa Sesrulebuli.
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