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28sb ®96 3ogy v01963bg sMbBgmn smbadbsgws (Byzantine Monastic Foundation Documents, 8.
1, ag. 253).

2 Cheynet, Les Phocas, a3. 298.

*  John Skylitzes, A Synopsis of Byzantine History, a3. 230.

4 Theophanes Continuatus, 3. 42-45; The Chronicle of Pseudo-Symeon, a3. 114-115. 6ogogmég gm-
3L Lofmom ©o60d3bs amgmgds 3g3mdmnbgdal BgmGomaw X bLamimbalb d0DsbBoal s6800l
ob@mnsda (McGeer, Sowing the Dragon’s Teeth, a3. 179).

*  Histoire de Yahya-ibn-Sa ‘id d’Antioche, 33. 774.
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2 Theophanes Continuatus, 33. 64-65; The Revised Chronicle of Symeon the Logothete, 33. 96-97; The
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poulias, Byzantine Expeditions against the Emirate of Crete, a3. 347-356).

4 The History of Leo the Deacon, a3. 60-69, 76-80; John Skylitzes, 4 Synopsis of Byzantine History,
a3- 240-241; Theophanes Continuatus, 33. 66-79; The Revised Chronicle of Symeon the Logothete, a3.
96-101; The Chronicle of Pseudo-Symeon, a3. 118-121.

*  John Skylitzes, A Synopsis of Byzantine History, a3. 243; The Revised Chronicle of Symeon the Logo-
thete, 33. 100-103.

S The History of Leo the Deacon, a3. 82.

7 Garrood, The Byzantine Conquest of Cilicia and the Hamdanids of Aleppo, 3. 133-135.

& John Skylitzes, A Synopsis of Byzantine History, a3. 257.

°  The History of Leo the Deacon, a3. 101-102.

1 John Skylitzes, A Synopsis of Byzantine History, a3. 257-258; The History of Leo the Deacon, a3.
106-109.

' John Skylitzes, 4 Synopsis of Byzantine History, a3. 259.

12 The History of Leo the Deacon, g3. 109-111.
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*  The History of Leo the Deacon, a3. 119-122.

*  John Skylitzes, A Synopsis of Byzantine History, a3. 261-262; The History of Leo the Deacon, a3. 123-
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*  Histoire de Yahya-ibn-Sa ‘id d’Antioche, 33. 823-824.
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Mamuka Tsurtsumia

David IV and Nikephoros Phokas

Summary

2021 marks the 1060™ anniversary of the liberation of Crete, when one of the greatest
Byzantine general Nikephoros Phokas seized the island from the Muslims. The same
year marks 900 years since the battle of Didgori, where the greatest king of Georgia,
David IV the Builder, won his most famous victory. The present paper is dedicated to
these two historical figures, more precisely, it aims to draw parallels and find common
features between them.

There is evidence indicating that Nikephoros Phokas had personal connections
with Georgians, who participated in his wars against the Muslims. Nikephoros must
have been the emperor who presented David III of Tao’s “upper lands”, thus ending
the old dispute between the empire and the Tao kingdom, described by Constantine
Porphyrogenitus, by splitting along the Aras line and ceding northern Basian to the
Georgians. Nikephoros Phokas was well acquainted with all three Georgian monks
living on Mount Athos — John, Euthymios and Tornikios.
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It would not be a mistake to assume that David the Builder had access to the
history of the Phokas family and other writings about Nikephoros Phokas. Moreover,
David’s chronicler must have read the poem by Theodosius the Deacon about the con-
quest of Crete by Nikephoros Phokas, as evidenced by a semantically identical passage
in both works.

It can be argued that David IV used the rich military-theoretical legacy of Ni-
kephoros Phokas since he effectively used a detailed and practical Byzantine manual —
De velitatione bellica, which was based on the emperor’s records and commissioned by
Nikephoros himself. The Georgian king took these tactics to new heights and expanded
them creatively.

As it is shown in the paper, Nikephoros Phokas and David the Builder had much
in common: they were both strict and just and equally aroused admiration from their
supporters and fear from opponents; aroused equally the admiration of their supporters
and the fear of opponents; both of these monarchs deeply believed in God and lived
ascetically; neither tolerated the transgressions of their Church and restrained them;
they both equally loved and respected the monks; both were famous generals and tire-
less campaigners; both were inspired by the same ideology and were the epitomes of
warrior Christianity.
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